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Black Europe 
Contesting, Conceptualizing, and Organizing

Natasha A. Kelly and Olive Vassell

Unless you were hiding in a cave or time-traveling back to the age of the 
Neanderthal, you would have witnessed the global impact of the Black Lives 
�r�þ�·�·�)�¢���#���h�r�$���o�{�Û�)�o�)�q�·���·�I�þ�·���ª�I�N�ü�·�)�"���A�¢�{�o���·�I�)���N�q�·�)�¢�q�)�·���·�{���·�I�)���ª�·�¢�)�)�·�ª���N�q���·�I�)��
summer of 2020. Unlike most of the numerous deaths caused by the police, 
the case of African American George Floyd attracted attention and led to 
huge protests around the world. Stuck at home during the pandemic, we 
unwillingly became witnesses to the murder of this Black man, who was 
�ª�¿�ò�A�{���þ�·�)�"�����â���þ���Ü�I�N�·�)���Ÿ�{�f�N���)���{�ò�����)�¢���c�q�)�)�f�N�q�B���{�q���I�N�ª���q�)���c���A�{�¢���o�{�¢�)���·�I�þ�q���q�N�q�)��
minutes�š. Continuously crying “I can’t breathe” and calling for his mother, 
�I�N�ª���f�þ�ª�·���Ü�{�¢�"�ª���Ü�)�¢�)���N�B�q�{�¢�)�"�����â���·�I�)���Ÿ�)�¢�Ÿ�)�·�¢�þ�·�{�¢���Ü�I�N�f�)�����)�N�q�B�����f�o�)�"���Û�N�þ���o�{���N�f�)��
phone and uploaded to the internet by African American teenager Darnella 
Frazier.�›

As becomes clear in the contributions to this anthology, the BLM out-
���¢�â���"�N�"���q�{�·���Ÿ�þ�ª�ª���{�Û�)�¢���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)���Ü�N�·�I�{�¿�·���ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q�·���N�o�Ÿ�þ���·�����à�N�·�I�N�q���þ���A�)�Ü���"�þ�â�ª����
demonstrators gathered simultaneously in scores of cities to pay tribute to 
Floyd. His public execution had retraumatized Black Europeans, igniting 
their experiences with racism and recalling violent memories of the many 
other victims of racism and police brutality in their own countries, as well 
as in the USA. Highlighting the rage against atrocities caused by systemic 

�µ  G�*�|�£�C�*���F�g�|�ã�#�����à�J�ÿ�¸���J�ÿ� � �*�r�*�#���O�r���¸�J�*���ÿ�r�ÿ�g���p�|�p�*�r�¸�«���|�B���J�O�«���g�O�B�*�	���d�À�g�ã���•�’���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ��� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý��
�����������|�p���r�*�Ý�«���Ý�|�£�g�#�+�À�«�+���ÿ�r�ÿ�#�ÿ�+�‘�Ž�”�’�•�“�Ž�’�!

�¶�� ���'�ÿ�£�r�*�g�g�ÿ���F�£�ÿ�í�O�*�£��� ���|�£�r���Ž�Œ�Œ�•�!���Ý�ÿ�«���ÿ�Ý�ÿ�£�#�*�#���ÿ���«� �*���O�ÿ�g���a�|�À�£�r�ÿ�g�O�«�p���ÿ�Ý�ÿ�£�#�����ã���¸�J�*���£�À�g�O�¸�í�*�£���£�£�O�í�*��
���|�ÿ�£�#���B�|�£���¸�J�*�����|�À�£�ÿ�C�*���«�J�*���«�J�|�Ý�*�#���O�r���£�*���|�£�#�O�r�C���¸�J�*���p�À�£�#�*�£���|�B���G�*�|�£�C�*���F�g�|�ã�#���Ý�J�O�g�*���Ý�ÿ�g�d�O�r�C��
�Ý�O�¸�J���J�*�£�����|�À�«�O�r���O�r���r�O�r�r�*�ÿ� �|�g�O�«���|�r���r�ÿ�ã���Ž�‘�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ�����N�*�£���ÿ�g�p���«� �À�£�£�*�#��� �£�|�¸�*�«�¸�«���B�|�£���£�ÿ���O�ÿ�g���a�À�«�¸�O���*��
�ÿ�£�|�À�r�#���¸�J�*���Ý�|�£�g�#���ÿ�r�#���Ý�ÿ�«���À�«�*�#���ÿ�«���*�Ü�O�#�*�r���*���O�r���¸�J�*���¸�£�O�ÿ�g���¸�J�ÿ�¸�����|�r�Ü�O���¸�*�#��� �|�g�O���*���|�ó�ÿ���*�£���'�*�£�*�d��
� �J�ÿ�À�Ü�O�r����� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý�������������|�p���r�*�Ý�«���Ý�|�£�g�#�+�À�«�+���ÿ�r�ÿ�#�ÿ�+�‘�“�•�•�•�Ž�Ž�•�!

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-57449229
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racism literally hiding in plain sight, statues of slave traders, colonizers, 
and white supremacists were torn down, raising questions of their validity 
�N�q�� �/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q�� �ª�{���N�)�·�N�)�ª�� �·�{�"�þ�â���� �à�N�·�I�� �·�I�)�� �f�)�·�·�)�¢�ª�� ���h�r�� �ª�Ÿ�¢�þ�â�.�Ÿ�þ�N�q�·�)�"�� �{�q�� �o�{�q�¿-
ments and statues throughout Europe, marking them as colonial and unjust, 
Black Lives Matter called out white supremacy, ongoing coloniality, and 
racial injustice.

���¿�·�� ���h�r�� �"�N�"�� �q�{�·�� ���)�B�N�q�� �N�q�� �‘�•�‘�•���� ���)�� �ª�{���N�þ�f�� �`�¿�ª�·�N���)�� �o�{�Û�)�o�)�q�·�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �N�q�N-
�·�N�þ�f�f�â�� �A�{�¢�o�)�"�� �N�q�� �¢�)�ª�Ÿ�{�q�ª�)�� �·�{�� �·�I�)�� �þ���¡�¿�N�·�·�þ�f�� �{�A�� �A�{�¢�o�)�¢�� �Ÿ�{�f�N���)�� �{�ò �����)�¢�� �G�)�{�¢�B�)��
�ð�N�o�o�)�¢�o�þ�q�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �c�N�f�f�N�q�B�� �·�I�)�� �N�q�q�{���)�q�·�� ���f�þ���c�� �·�)�)�q�þ�B�)�¢�� �¼�¢�þ�â�Û�{�q�� �r�þ�¢�·�N�q��
�N�q�� �·�I�)�� �Ã�q�N�·�)�"�� �®�·�þ�·�)�ª�� �N�q�� �‘�•�•�‘���� �S�·�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �ª�)�·�� �þ�ô �f�þ�o�)�� ���â�� �þ�� �F�þ���)���{�{�c�� �Ÿ�{�ª�·�� ���â�� ���f�N-
cia Garza titled “A Love Letter to Black People,” (Cobb 2016) in which she 
expressed her rage at the verdict and at the same time her love for the Black 
���{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â�����ª�·�þ�·�N�q�B���·�I�þ�·���Ü�)���q�)�)�"���·�{�����B�I�·���A�{�¢���þ���Ü�{�¢�f�"���Ü�I�)�¢�)�����f�þ���c���f�N�Û�)�ª���o�þ�·-
�·�)�¢�����®�I�{�¢�·�f�â���þ�ü�·�)�¢�����A�)�f�f�{�Ü�����{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â���{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�¢���£�þ�·�¢�N�ª�ª�)��� �¿�f�f�{�¢�ª���)�ª�·�þ���f�N�ª�I�)�"��
�·�I�)�� �I�þ�ª�I�·�þ�B�� �����f�þ���c�h�N�Û�)�ª�r�þ�·�·�)�¢���� �þ�q�"�� ���â�‰�� �¼�{�o�)�·�N�� �A�{�¢�o�)�¢�f�â�� �c�q�{�Ü�q���þ�ª�� �•�Ÿ�þ�f��
�¼�{�o�)�·�N�������¢�)�þ�·�)�"���·�I�)���Ü�)���ª�N�·�)���þ�q�"���ª�{���N�þ�f���o�)�"�N�þ���Ÿ�f�þ�·�A�{�¢�o���·�I�þ�·���ª�{�{�q�����{�q�q�)���·�)�"��
people across the country. However, the movement only gained interna-
tional attention a year later with the police killings of two other Black men 

– Michael Brown and Eric Garner, whose last words, like George Floyd’s, 
were “I can’t breathe.” At virtual speed, this sentence became a protest cry, 
chanted in choirs and written on banners during numerous demonstra-
tions worldwide. 

���)�����h�r���o�{�·�·�{���¢�)�þ���I�)�"���·�I�)���G�)�¢�o�þ�q�����þ�Ÿ�N�·�þ�f�����A�{�¢���)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)�����N�q���‘�•�•�“�����Ü�I�)�q��
�"�)�o�{�q�ª�·�¢�þ�·�{�¢�ª���¿�ª�)�"���·�I�)���I�þ�ª�I�·�þ�B���A�{�¢���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���·�N�o�)���·�{���I�N�B�I�f�N�B�I�·���·�I�)���{�q�B�{�N�q�B��
�N�q�`�¿�ª�·�N���)�ª�� �þ�B�þ�N�q�ª�·�� ���f�þ���c�� �Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���� �N�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢���� �·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·�� �{�ò�����N�þ�f�� ���f�þ���c�� �h�N�Û�)�ª�� �r�þ�·-
ter (BLM) protest took place in Berlin in July 2016. Nearly nine years earlier 
�"�)�o�{�q�ª�·�¢�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���{�Û�)�¢���·�I�)�����¢�¿�·�þ�f���"�)�þ�·�I���{�A���•�¿�¢�â���d�þ�f�f�{�I�����þ�q���þ�ª�â�f�¿�o���ª�)�)�c�)�¢���A�¢�{�o��
Sierra Leone who was burned in a police cell in the East German city of Des-
sau, did not attract as much public attention, despite the cruelty of the case. 
Participation in these early demonstrations against police brutality and 
systemic racism was not large enough for the national press and media to 
�¢�)�Ÿ�{�¢�·���{�q���·�I�)�o�������)���Ÿ�¿���f�N�����o�)�¢�)�f�â���Ÿ�)�¢���)�N�Û�)�"���·�I�)�o���þ�ª�����)�N�q�B���þ�o�{�q�B���·�I�)���o�þ�q�â��
demonstrations that take place in Berlin daily. It is important to mention 
that, to this day, justice has not been served in the case of Jalloh; this is why 
annual demonstrations continue to take place in Dessau on the anniversary 
of his murder, January 7. 
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�r�{�¢�)�� �o�)�"�N�þ�� �þ�·�·�)�q�·�N�{�q�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �B�þ�N�q�)�"�� �N�q�� �‘�•�•�•�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� ���f�þ���c�� �h�N�Û�)�ª�� �r�þ�·�·�)�¢�� �Ã�f��
led a “national shutdown” in which activists in Birmingham, Manchester, 
London, and Nottingham simultaneously blocked roads, to raise awareness 
�þ���{�¿�·���I�{�Ü���¢�þ���N�ª�o���þ�q�"�����f�N�o�þ�·�)�����I�þ�q�B�)���þ�¢�)���N�q�·�)�¢���{�q�q�)���·�)�"�������)���Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·���þ�f�ª�{��
�o�þ�¢�c�)�"���·�I�)�����ü�·�I���þ�q�q�N�Û�)�¢�ª�þ�¢�â���{�A���·�I�)���Ÿ�{�f�N���)���ª�I�{�{�·�N�q�B���{�A���‘�˜�.�â�)�þ�¢�.�{�f�"���A�þ�·�I�)�¢���{�A��
six Mark Duggan, as well as highlighted deaths of Black people in police cus-
tody.�œ 

�S�q�� �£�þ�¢�N�ª���� ���"�þ�o�þ�� �¼�¢�þ�{�¢�*���� �þ�� ���f�þ���c�� �F�¢�)�q���I�o�þ�q�� �{�A�� �r�þ�f�N�þ�q�� �"�)�ª���)�q�·���� �"�N�)�"�� �N�q��
���¿�ª�·�{�"�â���þ�ü�·�)�¢�����)�N�q�B���þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�¢�)�I�)�q�"�)�"���þ�q�"���¢�)�ª�·�¢�þ�N�q�)�"�����â���Ÿ�{�f�N���)���N�q���‘�•�•�•�����N�N�ª���"�)�þ�·�I��
triggered riots and protests against police brutality in France, making him 
�þ�� �o�þ�`�{�¢�� �ª�â�o���{�f�� �A�{�¢�� �þ�q�·�N�.�Ÿ�{�f�N���)�� �þ���·�N�Û�N�ª�o���� ���� �A�)�Ü�� �"�þ�â�ª�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �·�I�)�� �o�¿�¢�"�)�¢�� �{�A��
�F�f�{�â�"���� �F�¢�)�q���I�� �þ�¿�·�I�{�¢�N�·�N�)�ª�� �¢�)�f�)�þ�ª�)�"�� �þ�� ���q�þ�f�� �¢�)�Ÿ�{�¢�·�� ���f�)�þ�¢�N�q�B�� �·�I�)�� �·�I�¢�)�)�� �{�ò�����)�¢�ª��
�N�q�Û�{�f�Û�)�"���N�q���¼�¢�þ�{�¢�*�<�ª���"�)�þ�·�I�������N�ª���Û�)�¢�"�N���·���ª�)�·���{�ò�A���¢�)�q�)�Ü�)�"���Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·�ª���N�q���£�þ�¢�N�ª���·�I�þ�·��
���{�q�q�)���·�)�"�����{�·�I���·�I�)���¼�¢�þ�{�¢�*���þ�q�"���F�f�{�â�"�����þ�ª�)�ª�����Ü�I�N���I���ª�{�o�)���Ÿ�)�¢���)�N�Û�)�"���þ�ª���I�þ�Û�N�q�B��
taken place in similar circumstances. 

���)���o�þ�B�q�N�·�¿�"�)���{�A���·�I�)�ª�)���)�Û�)�q�·�ª���B�þ�Û�)���¢�)�þ�ª�{�q���·�{���{�Ÿ�)�q���)�þ���I���{�A���·�I�)���A�{�f�f�{�Ü�N�q�B��
���I�þ�Ÿ�·�)�¢�ª���N�q���·�I�N�ª���þ�q�·�I�{�f�{�B�â���Ü�N�·�I���þ���¢�)�ô �f�)���·�N�{�q���{�q���·�I�)���N�q�ô �f�¿�)�q���)���{�A�����h�r���N�q���)�N�B�I�·��
�"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·�� �/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q�����N�·�N�)�ª�� �Ü�I�)�¢�)�� �·�I�)�� �o�{�Û�)�o�)�q�·�� �I�þ�ª�� ���¢�{�¿�B�I�·�� �·�{�� �·�I�)�� �A�{�¢�)�� �·�I�)��
need to stress the Black populations’ challenges and to recognize our contri-
butions to the social, economic, and cultural domains of Black life in Europe 
�·�{�"�þ�â���� �à�)�� �"�)���q�)�� �þ�q�"�� �ª�Ÿ�)�þ�c�� �{�A�� ���f�þ���c�� �Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)�� �þ�ª�� �£�)�{�Ÿ�f�)�� �{�A�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�� �'�)�ª���)�q�·��
�#�£���'�$���{�¢�����A�¢�N���þ�q���N�o�o�N�B�¢�þ�q�·�ª�����q�{�·���þ�ª���9�o�N�B�¢�þ�q�·�ª���:�����)���f�þ�·�·�)�¢���N�ª���q�{�·���þ���ª�)�f�A�.�N�"�)�q-
�·�N�����þ�·�N�{�q�� ���¿�·�� �þ�q�� �þ�ª���¢�N�Ÿ�·�N�{�q�� ���â�� �·�I�)�� �Ü�I�N�·�)�� �o�þ�`�{�¢�N�·�â�� �ª�{���N�)�·�N�)�ª�� �Ü�I�{�� �¿�Ÿ�I�{�f�"�� �·�I�)��
power structures and constitute Europe as white by using this term. 

It actually took until 2020 for a political momentum to unfold in which 
debates on structural racism were prioritized, despite numerous studies such 
as Being Black in the EU (BBE), conducted by the European Union Agency for 
Fundamental Rights (FRA) in 2018, which revealed that many PAD regularly 
experience fundamental rights violations (racial discrimination, racist hate 
���¢�N�o�)�ª�����¢�þ���N�þ�f���Ÿ�¢�{���f�N�q�B�$���• as well as the work done by the European Network 
Against Racism (ENAR), a pan-European agency combining racial equality 

�·  B�g�ÿ���d���h�O�Ü�*�«���r�ÿ�¸�¸�*�£�����J�|�Ý���¸�J�*���Ã�f���p�|�Ü�*�p�*�r�¸���«�¸�£�À�C�C�g�*�#���¸�|�����*���J�*�ÿ�£�#���O�r���¸�J�*���Ž�Œ�•�Œ�«�	���d�À�r�*���“�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�•��
� �J�¸�¸� �«�������¸�J�*���|�r�Ü�*�£�«�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�����|�p�����g�ÿ���d�+�g�O�Ü�*�«�+�p�ÿ�¸�¸�*�£�+�J�|�Ý�+�¸�J�*�+�À�d�+�p�|�Ü�*�p�*�r�¸�+�«�¸�£�À�C�C�g�*�#�+�¸�|�+
���*�+�J�*�ÿ�£�#�+�O�r�+�¸�J�*�+�Ž�Œ�•�Œ�«�+�•�’�•�“�’�•�!

�  ̧  B�*�O�r�C�� ���g�ÿ���d�� �O�r�� �¸�J�*�� �/�Ã�	�� �/�¢�À�ÿ�g�O�¸�ã�	�� �r�|�r�+�#�O�«���£�O�p�O�r�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�� �ÿ�r�#�� �£�ÿ���O�«�p�� �h�*�C�ÿ�g�� �p�O�C�£�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�� �ÿ�r�#�� �O�r�+
�¸�*�C�£�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�� �¦�ÿ���O�ÿ�g�� �ÿ�r�#�� �*�¸�J�r�O���� �|�£�O�C�O�r�	�� �t�|�Ü�*�p���*�£�� �Ž�”�	�� �Ž�Œ�•�”�� � �J�¸�¸� �«�������B�£�ÿ���*�À�£�|� �ÿ���*�À���*�r��� �À���g�O���ÿ��
�¸�O�|�r���Ž�Œ�•�”�����*�O�r�C�+���g�ÿ���d�+�*�À�!
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advocacy with antiracist network building across Europe.�ž���F�{�¢���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���·�N�o�)��
in European history, issues of structural racism were freed of their taboo 
and light was shed on colonialism and enslavement from a Black European 
perspective. As a reaction to BLM, the European Commission implemented 
�þ�q���þ�q�·�N�¢�þ���N�ª�o���þ���·�N�{�q���Ÿ�f�þ�q���A�{�¢���‘�•�‘�•�+�‘�”���þ�q�"���þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�N�q�·�)�"���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·�����f�þ���c���A�)�o�þ�f�)��
Commission coordinator for antiracism, Michaela Moua, a Finnish national 
of African origin.

Amplifying unheard Blacktivist voices from Europe, the timing of this 
anthology unintentionally coincides with the political BLM momentum. 
�¦�þ�q�B�N�q�B���A�¢�{�o�����)�¢�f�N�q���·�{�����¢�¿�ª�ª�)�f�ª�����A�¢�{�o���h�{�q�"�{�q���·�{���h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�����•�ª�f�{�����£�þ�¢�N�ª����
�¦�{�o�)�����þ�q�"���à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü���+���Ü�)�f�f�.�c�q�{�Ü�q���A�{�¢�o�)�¢�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���o�)�·�¢�{�Ÿ�{�f�)�ª���þ�ª���Ü�)�f�f���þ�ª�����N�·�N�)�ª��
�¢�þ�¢�)�f�â�� �¢�)�A�)�¢�)�q���)�"�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �"�)���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�� �"�)���þ�·�)�� �+�� �)�þ���I�� ���I�þ�Ÿ�·�)�¢�� �{�ò�A�)�¢�ª�� �þ�� ���{�¿�q�·�)�¢-
narrative to the violent memories of European histories. Allowing for a rec-
ollection from a Black perspective, the book’s contributors are all Europeans 
of African descent, whether they were born in the countries they are writing 
�þ���{�¿�·���{�¢���I�þ�Û�)���f�N�Û�)�"���N�q���·�I�)�o���A�{�¢���þ���ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q�·���Ÿ�{�¢�·�N�{�q���{�A���·�I�)�N�¢���f�N�Û�)�ª�����r�{�¢�)�{�Û�)�¢����
the BLM movement has increasingly impelled Black individuals themselves 
to critically share their own perception of the roles and places they occupy in 
the societies in which they live.

However, the initial idea to publish this book and create a Black-centered 
European network grew out of cooperation that began in 2010 between the 
�)�"�N�·�{�¢�ª�� �t�þ�·�þ�ª�I�þ�� ������ �f�)�f�f�â�� �þ�q�"�� �•�f�N�Û�)�� �ß�þ�ª�ª�)�f�f�� �A�{�¢�� �·�I�)�� �f�þ�·�·�)�¢�<�ª�� ���f�þ���c�� �/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q��
online news site euromight.�Ÿ���•�¿�·���{�A���·�I�N�ª���þ�¢�{�ª�)���þ�q���þ�Ü�þ�¢�)�q�)�ª�ª���·�I�þ�·���·�I�)�¢�)���þ�¢�)��
few to no Black European voices that narrate Black European histories or 
highlight their routes to and roots in the continent, nor are there academic 
networks for Black Europeans in the context of which these histories could 
���)���¢�)�ª�)�þ�¢���I�)�"���þ�q�"���·�{�f�"�������N�ª���f�)�"���·�{���·�I�)���A�{�¿�q�"�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A���·�I�)�����f�þ���c���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q�������þ-
demic Network (BEAN)�  long before BLM had gained prominence in Europe. 
�•�Û�)�¢�� �·�I�)�� �â�)�þ�¢�ª���� �Ü�)�� �N�q���{�¢�Ÿ�{�¢�þ�·�)�"�� �{�·�I�)�¢�� ���f�þ���c�� �/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q�� ���{�q�·�)�á�·�ª�� �þ�f�{�q�B�ª�N�"�)��
London and Berlin and fostered opportunities for knowledge exchange and 
support by extending the histories that relate to Black lives, making the 
Black presence in other European cities visible, creating cohesion, and bridg-
ing divides. 
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���)�� �{�¿�·���{�o�)�� �{�A�� �·�I�N�ª�� ���{�f�f�þ���{�¢�þ�·�N�{�q�� �N�ª�� �·�I�N�ª�� �B�¢�{�¿�q�"���¢�)�þ�c�N�q�B�� �Ÿ�¿���f�N���þ�·�N�{�q��
�·�I�þ�·�����¢�N�q�B�ª���·�{�B�)�·�I�)�¢���·�I�)���A�{�¿�q�"�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f���Ü�{�¢�c���{�A���·�I�)���f�þ�ª�·���"�)���þ�"�)�������)���Ÿ�¢�{�`�)���·���N�ª��
intended to critique, inspire, and pave the way for a better understanding of 
Europe from a Black intellectual perspective and to foster opportunities for 
exchange between each of these communities, as well as between communi-
ties of varying ethnicities and between the communities and their dominant 
societies. In this sense, Mapping Black Europe: Monument, Markers, Memories 
is a tool of empowerment. In tracing Blackness in eight major European cit-
ies, it helps to connect, preserve, and curate the “unsung and unseen” con-
�·�¢�N���¿�·�N�{�q�ª�� �{�A�� ���f�þ���c�� �/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q�ª���� ���)�� �B�{�þ�f�� �N�ª�� �·�{�� �·�þ�c�)�� �{�Ü�q�)�¢�ª�I�N�Ÿ�� �{�A�� �{�¿�¢�� �ª�{���N�þ�f��
realities, to address issues of intolerance and discrimination, and to reveal 
stories of success and triumph. 

Mapping as an Act of Contestation 

���)�� ���f�þ���c�� �/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q�� �)�á�Ÿ�)�¢�N�)�q���)�� �N�ª�� �N�q�)�á�·�¢�N���þ���f�â�� �f�N�q�c�)�"�� �·�{�� �·�I�)�� ���{�q���)�Ÿ�·�� �{�A��
Europe itself, which joined forces over 130 years ago when German chancel-
�f�{�¢���•�·�·�{���Û�{�q�����N�ª�o�þ�¢���c���N�q�Û�N�·�)�"���·�I�)���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q���f�)�þ�"�)�¢�ª�����·�I�)���¢�¿�f�)�¢�ª���{�A���·�I�)���•�·�·�{-
�o�þ�q���/�o�Ÿ�N�¢�)�����þ�q�"���¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�þ�·�N�Û�)�ª���A�¢�{�o���·�I�)���Ã�®�����·�{�����)�¢�f�N�q���N�q���•�—�—�“�+�”���·�{���"�N�Û�N�"�)��
up Africa among themselves. Africans were not present, and Black European 
�I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���Ü�þ�ª���Ü�¢�N�·�·�)�q���N�q���{�¿�¢���þ���ª�)�q���)�������)�¢�)���þ�¢�)���q�¿�o�)�¢�{�¿�ª���·�¢�þ���)�ª���{�A���·�I�N�ª���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â��
in the landscapes of European cities, whether they are locations marking the 
dominant culture’s victimization of PAD, as in Berlin’s and Rome’s African 
Quarters, or whether Black people have claimed spaces themselves, as in the 
���þ�ª�)���{�A���h�{�q�"�{�q�<�ª���à�N�q�"�¢�¿�ª�I���®�¡�¿�þ�¢�)����

���¢�{�¿�B�I���o�)�·�N���¿�f�{�¿�ª���Ÿ�¢�N�o�þ�¢�â���þ�q�"���ª�)���{�q�"�þ�¢�â���¢�)�ª�)�þ�¢���I�����·�I�)���þ�¿�·�I�{�¢�ª���{�A���·�I�N�ª��
anthology document the stories of these cities’ realized or attempted involve-
�o�)�q�·���N�q�����{�f�{�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q���þ�q�"���)�q�ª�f�þ�Û�)�o�)�q�·���þ�q�"���I�{�Ü���·�I�)�ª�)���)�ò�A�{�¢�·�ª���)�q�¢�N���I�)�"���·�I�)�N�¢��
���{�ò�A�)�¢�ª���� �)�Û�)�q�� �Ü�I�N�f�)�� �·�I�)�â�� �N�o�Ÿ�{�Û�)�¢�N�ª�I�)�"�� �·�I�{�ª�)�� �·�I�)�â�� �)�á�Ÿ�f�{�N�·�)�"���� �S�·�� �N�ª�����f�)�þ�¢�� �·�I�þ�·��
�/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q�����{�¿�q�·�¢�N�)�ª���Ÿ�¢�{���·�)�"���A�¢�{�o�����{�f�{�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�����Ü�I�)�·�I�)�¢���·�I�)�â���I�þ�"���·�I�)�N�¢���{�Ü�q��
���{�f�{�q�N�)�ª���{�¢���q�{�·�������N�ª���þ�q�þ�f�â�ª�N�ª���¢�)�Û�)�þ�f�ª���I�{�Ü���·�I�)���Ü�)�þ�f�·�I���B�þ�¢�q�)�¢�)�"���A�¢�{�o�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f-
�N�ª�o���N�ª���{�ü�·�)�q���I�N�"�"�)�q���N�q���Ÿ�f�þ�N�q���ª�N�B�I�·�����¢�)�ô �f�)���·�)�"���N�q�����¿�N�f�"�N�q�B�ª�����o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·�ª�����þ�q�"��
�{�·�I�)�¢���ª�·�¢�¿���·�¿�¢�)�ª�����þ�ª���Ü�)�f�f���þ�ª���N�q���·�I�)�����q�þ�q���N�þ�f���Ÿ�{�Ü�)�¢���{�A���·�I�)�ª�)���ª�{���N�)�·�N�)�ª���þ�ª���þ���Ü�I�{�f�)����

But while this book catalogs some examples of Europe’s horrendous acts, 
its purpose is to highlight the contributions of PAD to these cities. Marking 
���f�þ���c�� ���{�q�·�¢�N���¿�·�N�{�q�� �N�ª�� �A�¿�q�"�þ�o�)�q�·�þ�f�� �·�{�� ���¢�)�þ�·�N�q�B�� �þ�� �ª�{���N�)�·�â�� �·�I�þ�·�� �¢�)�ô �f�)���·�ª�� �þ�f�f�� �N�·�ª��
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�o�)�o���)�¢�ª�����à�)�����·�I�)���)�"�N�·�{�¢�ª�������)�f�N�)�Û�)���·�I�þ�·���·�I�)���Ü�þ�â���N�q���Ü�I�N���I���þ�����{�¿�q�·�¢�â�����)�f�)���¢�þ�·�)�ª��
its Black population and their experiences, which monuments are erected, 
and which organizations are funded indicate how questions of structural 
racism are dealt with, which political measures are in place, and which soci-
etal challenges are faced. As the Luxembourgish historian Fabio Spirinelli 
puts it, when discussing one kind of monument, 

�«�¸�ÿ�¸�À�*�«���ÿ�£�*���p�|�£�*���¸�J�ÿ�r�����£�ÿ�ý�¸�*�#���«�¸�|�r�*���|�£���p�*�¸�ÿ�g�����¼�J�*�ã�����|�r�Ü�*�ã���p�*�ÿ�r�O�r�C�«�	���¸�J�*�ã��
���ÿ�£�£�ã���«�ã�p���|�g�«�	���¸�J�*�ã���ÿ�£�*���p�*�ÿ�r�¸���¸�|���*�g�O���O�¸���B�*�*�g�O�r�C�«�����¼�J�*�ã���ÿ�£�*���*�£�*���¸�*�#���r�|�¸���|�r�g�ã���B�|�£��
�Ý�J�ÿ�¸���¸�J�*�ã���#�*� �O���¸���ÿ�«���«�À���J���
�����¸�J�*�ã�����J�|�r�|�À�£���ÿ�r�#�����|�p�p�*�p�|�£�ÿ�¸�*���J�O�«�¸�|�£�O�����ÿ�C�À�£�*�«�	��
�#�*�*�p�*�#���O�p� �|�£�¸�ÿ�r�¸�����ã���«�|�p�*��� �*�|� �g�*���ÿ�¸���¸�J�*���¸�O�p�*�����¸�J�*�ã�����Ý�*�£�*���*�£�*���¸�*�#���(�����À�¸���r�|�¸��
���ã���ÿ�g�g����� �®� �O�£�O�r�*�g�g�O���Ž�Œ�Ž�Ž�!

���N�ª�����{�{�c���o�þ�c�)�ª���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â�����A�{�¢���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���·�N�o�)�������f�þ���c���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q�ª���þ�¢�)�����{�f�f�)���·�N�Û�)�f�â��
�o�þ�¢�c�N�q�B�� �I�{�Ü�� �{�¿�¢�� ���{�q�·�¢�N���¿�·�N�{�q�ª�� �·�{�� �ª�{���N�þ�f�� �þ�q�"�� ���¿�f�·�¿�¢�þ�f�� �f�N�A�)�� �þ�¢�)���¢�)�ô �f�)���·�)�"�� �N�q��
sites of public memory, from monuments and statues to street names and 
city plaques, that can all be considered political representations of Black 
people in Europe. Looking at what our communities in Europe have in com-
mon and where they diverge allows us to reach beyond national borders 
�þ�q�"�� �¢�)�Ü�¢�N�·�)�� �/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q�� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â�� �A�¢�{�o�� �þ�� ���f�þ���c�� �Ÿ�)�¢�ª�Ÿ�)���·�N�Û�)���� ���N�ª�� �N�ª�� �)�ª�Ÿ�)���N�þ�f�f�â��
interesting when it comes to cultural phenomena such as language; this has 
been a challenge for this publication, as our authors have written in English, 
which is sometimes their second or even third language. Nonetheless, the 
editors and authors all have lived experiences in European cities, whose cul-
ture of remembrance they interrogate. 

���¿�ª���� �)�þ���I�� ���I�þ�Ÿ�·�)�¢�� �A�{���¿�ª�)�ª�� �{�q�� �þ�q�� �N�q�"�N�Û�N�"�¿�þ�f�� ���N�·�â�� �þ�q�"�� �I�N�B�I�f�N�B�I�·�ª�� �þ���Ÿ�þ�¢-
ticular experience, but, more importantly, allows for comparison and for a 
���{�f�f�)���·�N�Û�)���q�þ�¢�¢�þ�·�N�Û�)���·�{�����)���A�{�¢�o�)�"���þ���¢�{�ª�ª���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�������)���Ü�¢�N�·�N�q�B���¢�)�ô �f�)���·�ª���{�q�����¿�¢-
rent debates concerning contentious historical issues, judicial acts, or gov-
�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·���Ÿ�¢�{�B�¢�þ�o�ª���·�I�þ�·���þ�N�o���·�{���ª�·�¢�)�q�B�·�I�)�q���ª�Ÿ�)���N�������I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N���þ�f���N�q�·�)�¢�Ÿ�¢�)�·�þ�·�N�{�q�ª��
�þ�q�"���¢�)�ª�I�þ�Ÿ�)���{�·�I�)�¢�ª�������·���·�I�)���ª�þ�o�)���·�N�o�)�����)�þ���I�����I�þ�Ÿ�·�)�¢���{�ò�A�)�¢�ª���þ�q�ª�Ü�)�¢�ª���·�{���·�I�)���A�{�f-
�f�{�Ü�N�q�B���¡�¿�)�ª�·�N�{�q�ª�����à�I�þ�·���N�ª���·�I�)���ª�·�þ�·�)���{�A�����f�þ���c���o�)�o�{�¢�â���N�q���)�þ���I���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q�����N�·�â����
�à�I�N���I�����f�þ���c���Ÿ�I�N�f�{�ª�{�Ÿ�I�N���þ�f���o�{�Û�)�o�)�q�·�ª���f�)�"���·�{���·�I�)���¢�)�Ü�¢�N�·�N�q�B���{�A���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â�����N�{�Ü���N�ª��
���{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â���þ���·�N�Û�N�ª�o���N�q�Û�{�f�Û�)�"�������)���þ�q�ª�Ü�)�¢�ª���·�{���·�I�)�ª�)���¡�¿�)�ª�·�N�{�q�ª���þ�¢�)���N�o�Ÿ�{�¢�·�þ�q�·��
�o�N�f�)�ª�·�{�q�)�ª���N�q���·�I�)�� �"�)�Û�)�f�{�Ÿ�o�)�q�·���{�A�����f�þ���c���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)���þ�q�"���I�þ�Û�)���þ���"�N�¢�)���·�� �)�ò�A�)���·�� �{�q��
the lives of PAD who have been permanent residents for centuries. 
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�®�Ÿ�þ�q�q�N�q�B���A�¢�{�o���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���Ü�þ�Û�)���{�A�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�N�ª�o���N�q���·�I�)���•�”�·�I�����)�q�·�¿�¢�â���·�I�¢�{�¿�B�I��
the period of the Enlightenment to the second wave of colonialism in the 
�•�˜�·�I�����)�q�·�¿�¢�â�����þ���ª�)�q�ª�)���{�A���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q�q�)�ª�ª���Ü�þ�ª�����þ�¢�¢�N�)�"���{�¿�·���N�q�·�{���·�I�)���Ü�{�¢�f�"�����F�N�¢�ª�·��
and foremost, Europe was associated with whiteness, becoming the center 
of the world and protected by the invisible membrane of its outer borders. 
���N�ª���N�"�)�{�f�{�B�â���f�)�"���·�{���·�I�)���ª�·�¢�¿���·�¿�¢�N�q�B���{�A���·�I�)���B�f�{���)���A�¢�{�o���þ���/�¿�¢�{���)�q�·�¢�N�����Ÿ�)�¢�ª�Ÿ�)��-
tive, a perspective inscribed in maps such as those used to discover what was 
already there. Maps told single stories from the perspective of the white map 
makers who reduced the sizes and proportions of the other continents they 
�"�)�Ÿ�N���·�)�"���·�{���ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·���·�I�)�N�¢���N�"�)�þ���{�A���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q���ª�¿�Ÿ�)�¢�N�{�¢�N�·�â�������)���¢�)�ª�¿�f�·���N�ª���þ���ª�)�q�ª�)��
of humanity that has been denied to Black peoples in Europe and beyond.

�•�¿�¢���"�)���N�ª�N�{�q���·�{���9�o�þ�Ÿ�:�����f�þ���c���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)���N�ª�����þ�ª�)�"���{�q���·�I�)�����)�f�N�)�A���·�I�þ�·���o�þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�N�q�B��
�N�ª�� �þ�q�� �þ���·�� �{�A�� ���{�q�·�)�ª�·�þ�·�N�{�q���� ���ª�� �þ�¿�·�I�{�¢�� �þ�q�"�� �þ���þ�"�)�o�N���� �f�þ�·�I�)�¢�N�q�)�� �r���f�N�·�·�¢�N���c��
writes, “Black imaginations and mappings are evidence of the struggle over 
�ª�{���N�þ�f���ª�Ÿ�þ���)�:���#�r���f�N�·�·�¢�N���c���‘�•�•�•�����˜�$�������q�"�����þ�ª���·�I�)�����{�q�·�¢�N���¿�·�{�¢�ª���{�A��Mapping Crisis: 
�£�þ�¢�·�N���N�Ÿ�þ�·�N�{�q�����'�þ�·�þ�����þ�·�N�{�q���þ�q�"���N�¿�o�þ�q�N�·�þ�¢�N�þ�q�N�ª�o���N�q���·�I�)�����B�)���{�A���'�N�B�N�·�þ�f���r�þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�N�q�B��
state, rather than revealing the world, maps help to create it (Specht 2020). 
Furthermore, the practice 

�C�*�r�*�£�ÿ�¸�*�«�� �¢�À�*�«�¸�O�|�r�«�� �¸�J�ÿ�¸�� �p�O�C�J�¸�� �|�¸�J�*�£�Ý�O�«�*�� �C�|�� �À�r�ÿ�«�d�*�#�	�� �O�¸�� �£�*�Ü�*�ÿ�g�«�� �J�O�«�¸�|�£�O���ÿ�g��
�£�*�g�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�«���¸�J�ÿ�¸���p�O�C�J�¸���|�¸�J�*�£�Ý�O�«�*���C�|���À�r�r�|�¸�O���*�#�	���ÿ�r�#���O�¸���À�r�#�*�£�p�O�r�*�«�	���|�£���«�À���«�¸�ÿ�r�+
�¸�O�ÿ�¸�*�«�	���«�¸�|�£�O�*�«���À� �|�r���Ý�J�O���J���Ý�*�����À�O�g�#���|�À�£���|�Ý�r���Ü�*�£�«�O�|�r�«���|�B���¸�J�*��� �ÿ�«�¸����� �à�J�O�¸�*���Ž�Œ�•�Œ�!

���)�����{�Û�)�¢���{�A���{�¿�¢�����{�{�c���N�ª���þ���"�)�·�þ�N�f���{�A���þ�q���N�o�þ�B�)���·�þ�c�)�q���A�¢�{�o���þ���Ÿ�¢�)�f�N�o�N�q�þ�¢�â���Ü�{�¢�c��
that informed the installation titled �?�'�¢�)�þ�"�N�q�B���·�I�)���r�þ�Ÿ�@ by Sonia E. Barrett 
�N�q���r�þ�¢���I���‘�•�‘�•�������)���9�o�þ�Ÿ�.�f�)���·�N�Û�)���:���þ���B�¢�{�¿�Ÿ���{�A�����f�þ���c���þ�q�"�����¢�{�Ü�q���Ü�{�o�)�q�������¢�)-
ated the work in the Map Room at the Royal Geographical Society (RGS) in 
�h�{�q�"�{�q���� �þ���¢�{�{�o�����)�f�)���¢�þ�·�N�q�B���c�)�â���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q���o�þ�Ÿ�o�þ�c�)�¢�ª���� ���)�â���ª�I�¢�)�"�"�)�"���þ�q�"��
braided archival maps of Europe, Africa and the Caribbean to create a new 
�o�þ�Ÿ���¿�ª�N�q�B�����{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â���Ÿ�¢�þ���·�N���)�ª���{�A�����þ�¢�)�������N�ª���ª�â�o���{�f�N�����þ���·���{�A���Ü�)�þ�Û�N�q�B�����f�þ���c��
culture into the fabric of Europe allowed for recognition of Black presence, 
���{�¿�q�·�)�¢�þ���·�N�q�B���/�¿�¢�{���)�q�·�¢�N�����"�{�o�N�q�þ�·�N�{�q�����à�N�·�I���N�·�ª���N�q�ª�·�þ�f�f�þ�·�N�{�q���þ�·���·�I�)���¦�G�®�����·�I�)��
artist collective took ownership of a location central to British imperialisa-
tion and colonisation, just like many of the interventions described in this 
book.�¡

�¼  �Ý�Ý�Ý���p�ÿ� �+�g�*���¸�O�Ü�*�����|�p
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As a methodology, mapping allows individuals or groups to interpret 
objects or representations of objects from their own perspectives, thus val-
idating their participants’ own categorizations and understandings of an 
issue, person, or place. In Black London, for example, Black histories were 
readily available from both individual and organizational sources, while in 
���f�þ���c�� �à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü���� �c�)�â�� �"�)�o�{�B�¢�þ�Ÿ�I�N���� �N�q�A�{�¢�o�þ�·�N�{�q�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �þ�f�o�{�ª�·�� �q�{�q�.�)�á�N�ª�·�)�q�·���� �S�q��
this case, the Black Polish contributors drew on primary research that had 
���)�)�q�� �"�{�q�)�� ���â�� �d�þ�o�)�ª�� �•�o�{�f�{�� �A�{�¢�� �I�N�ª�� �‘�•�•�–�� ���{�{�c�� �#�®�·�¢�þ�q�B�)�¢�ª�� �þ�·�� �·�I�)�� �G�þ�·�)���� ���f�þ���c��
�£�{�f�þ�q�"). 

�r�)�·�I�{�"�ª�� �{�A�� �þ�����)�ª�ª�N�q�B�� �N�q�A�{�¢�o�þ�·�N�{�q�� �N�q�� �)�þ���I�� ���{�¿�q�·�¢�â�� �"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�"�� �þ�����{�¢�"�N�q�B��
�·�{���·�I�)���Ü�{�¢�c���·�I�þ�·���I�þ�"���þ�f�¢�)�þ�"�â�����)�)�q���"�{�q�)�����â���·�I�)���¢�)�ª�Ÿ�)���·�N�Û�)�����{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�N�)�ª�������N�ª��
�¢�)�ô �f�)���·�)�"���·�I�)�N�¢���"�N�ò�A�)�¢�N�q�B���ª�N�ì�)�ª�����Ü�I�N���I���¢�þ�q�B�)�"���N�q���Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�·�N�{�q���A�¢�{�o���·�I�)���o�N�f�f�N�{�q�ª��
to less than ten thousand. Some numbers are approximate, as not every 
country counts its Black residents or publishes numbers that would allow 
�A�{�¢�� �·�I�)�ª�)�� ���B�¿�¢�)�ª�� �·�{�� ���)�� �¢�)�þ�"�N�f�â�� �þ�����)�ª�ª�)�"���� �S�q�� �·�I�)�ª�)�� ���þ�ª�)�ª���� ���{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N-
�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���þ�q�"���o�)�o���)�¢�ª���þ�¢�)���"�{�N�q�B���·�I�)���Ü�{�¢�c���·�I�)�o�ª�)�f�Û�)�ª�����A�{�¢���)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)�����N�q���F�¢�þ�q���)����
the Representative Council of Black Associations (Conseil Representatif des 
Associations Noires or CRAN) has been at the forefront of this work, while 
�N�q�� �G�)�¢�o�þ�q�â���� �·�I�)�� ���f�þ���c�� ���{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�� �/�þ���I�� �•�q�)�� �¼�)�þ���I�� �•�q�)�� �þ�q�"��
Citizens for Europe launched the “Afrozensus” online poll in 2020. Accord-
ing to its homepage, the census gives a comprehensive picture of how Black 
Germans assess their lives and of the expectations they have of society and 
politics today.�¢ 

�•�¿�¢�� �A�{���¿�ª�� �{�q�� ���þ�Ÿ�N�·�þ�f�� ���N�·�N�)�ª�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �N�q�A�{�¢�o�)�"���� ���¢�ª�·���� ���â�� �·�I�)�� �¢�)���{�B�q�N�·�N�{�q�� �·�I�þ�·��
colonial history would take place in these large centers rather than in smaller 
�·�{�Ü�q�ª�����þ�q�"�����ª�)���{�q�"�������â���·�I�)���A�þ���·���·�I�þ�·�����N�·�N�)�ª���Ü�N�·�I�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���I�)�¢�N�·�þ�B�)���þ�¢�)���{�ü�·�)�q���·�I�)��
�f�{���þ�·�N�{�q�ª���{�A���f�þ�¢�B�)�����f�þ���c���Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�������)�����N�·�â���{�A���h�N�Û�)�¢�Ÿ�{�{�f���N�q���·�I�)���q�{�¢�·�I���{�A���·�I�)��
�Ã�f�����A�{�¢���)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)�����N�ª���I�{�o�)���·�{���{�q�)���{�A���·�I�)���{�f�"�)�ª�·�����{�q�·�N�q�¿�{�¿�ª�����f�þ���c�����{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�N�)�ª��
in Europe, dating back over 300 years to when early Black residents came as 
sailors, soldiers, and enslaved persons. Liverpool was also one of the sites of 
���¢�N�·�þ�N�q�<�ª���o�{�ª�·���Û�N�{�f�)�q�·���Ÿ�)�¢�N�{�"�ª���{�A���¢�þ���N�þ�f���¿�Ÿ�I�)�þ�Û�þ�f���N�q���·�I�)���‘�•�·�I�����)�q�·�¿�¢�â�����S�q���•�˜�•� �̃���
stoked by social, economic, and political anxieties, white union workers and 
demobilized white servicemen attacked Black locals, killing a young Black 
�o�þ�q���#�N�¿�q�·�)�¢���‘�•�•�—�$�������)�����N�·�â���N�ª���Ÿ�)�Ÿ�Ÿ�)�¢�)�"���Ü�N�·�I���¢�)�o�N�q�"�)�¢�ª���{�A���N�·�ª���)�q�ª�f�þ�Û�)�o�)�q�·��
history, with many streets and meeting places honoring prominent enslav-

�½  �J�¸�¸� �«�������ÿ�B�£�|�í�*�r�«�À�«���#�*�� 
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�)�¢�ª�������)�ª�)���N�q���f�¿�"�)��� �¿�q�f�N�ò�A�)���®�·�¢�)�)�·�����Ü�I�N���I���N�ª���q�þ�o�)�"���þ�ü�·�)�¢���F�{�ª�·�)�¢��� �¿�q�f�N�ò�A�)�����{�q�)��
of a number of Liverpool mayors who were involved in enslavement in the 
�)�þ�¢�f�â���•�—�·�I�����)�q�·�¿�¢�â���#�¼�â�¢�¢�)�f�f���‘�•�‘�•�$�����F�{�f�f�{�Ü�N�q�B���·�I�)�����h�r���"�)�o�{�q�ª�·�¢�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�����·�I�)�����N�·�â��
announced that it would install plaques on statues, buildings, monuments, 
and streets with connections to this period of domination and exploitation. 
���� �f�N�ª�·�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·�� �‘�•�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �¢�)�Û�)�þ�f�)�"�� �N�q�� ���¿�B�¿�ª�·�� �‘�•�‘�•���� �t�{�q�)�·�I�)�f�)�ª�ª���� �Ü�)�� �"�{���q�{�·��
want to ignore other areas, such as the small town of Bascharage on Luxem-
bourg’s border with Belgium, where these two countries’ colonial alliance is 
�Û�N�ª�N���f�)���N�q���·�I�)���ª�·�þ�·�¿�)���{�A���t�N���{�f�þ�ª��� �N�·�{�����Ü�I�N���I���N�ª���"�)�ª���¢�N���)�"���N�q��� �I�þ�Ÿ�·�)�¢���“��

Meanwhile, in Germany, several cities alongside its capital Berlin have 
���)�)�q�� �ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q�·�f�â�� �o�þ�¢�c�)�"�� ���â�� �·�I�)�N�¢�� �N�q�Û�{�f�Û�)�o�)�q�·�� �N�q�� ���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�N�ª�o���� ���)�� �q�{�¢�·�I��
German cities of Hamburg and Bremen, for example, have major ports where 
colonial goods and African peoples were brought to the country. In the entire 
�q�)�N�B�I���{�¢�I�{�{�"�� �þ�¢�{�¿�q�"�� �·�I�)�� �Ÿ�{�¢�·���� ���¿�N�f�"�N�q�B�ª���"�N�¢�)���·�f�â���{�¢���N�q�"�N�¢�)���·�f�â�����q�þ�q���)�"�� ���â��
the triangular trade stand proud and are carefully maintained. Additionally, 
there is a sculpture in the small East German town of Halle that depicts a 
�q�)�þ�¢�f�â���q�þ�c�)�"�����A�¢�N���þ�q���·�I�þ�·���N�ª���ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�ª�)�"���·�{���þ���c�q�{�Ü�f�)�"�B�)���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·�����f�þ���c���Ÿ�¢�{�A�)�ª-
sor at a German university and a philosopher of the Enlightenment, Anton 
�à�N�f�I�)�f�o�����o�{�������)���ª�·�þ�·�¿�)���Ü�þ�ª���q�{�·���N�q�N�·�N�þ�f�f�â�����¿�N�f�·���A�{�¢���I�N�o�����¿�·���Ü�þ�ª���¢�)�.���{�o�o�)�o-
�{�¢�þ�·�)�"���·�{���I�N�o���N�q���•�˜�”�–���"�¿�¢�N�q�B���/�þ�ª�·���G�)�¢�o�þ�q�����)�¢�)�o�{�q�N�)�ª���A�{�¢���·�I�)���N�q�"�)�Ÿ�)�q�"�)�q���)��
�{�A���G�I�þ�q�þ�����·�I�)�����{�¿�q�·�¢�â���{�A���I�N�ª�����N�¢�·�I���A�¢�{�o���Ü�I�)�¢�)���I�)���Ü�þ�ª���ª�·�{�f�)�q�������N�ª���"�)�Ÿ�N���·�N�{�q��
might be considered another commonality in white commemorations of 
Black Europeans who are rendered African and not European, although they 
were born and/or raised and spent the majority of their lives in Europe. Sev-
eral Black communities have been criticizing this for decades. Looking back 
�þ�·�����q�·�{�q���à�N�f�I�)�f�o�����o�{�����Ü�I�{���Ü�¢�{�·�)���I�N�ª���"�N�ª�ª�)�¢�·�þ�·�N�{�q���·�N�·�f�)�"���9�•�q���·�I�)���¦�N�B�I�·�ª���{�A��
���f�þ���c�ª���N�q���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�:���þ�ª���)�þ�¢�f�â���þ�ª���•�–�‘� �̃����·�I�)���¡�¿�)�ª�·���A�{�¢���)�¡�¿�þ�f���¢�N�B�I�·�ª���N�ª���q�{�·���þ���q�)�Ü���Ÿ�I�)-
nomenon but a continuing struggle.

Self-identification through Academic Activism

Using the hashtag #blacklivesmatter, a political momentum was sparked 
by communication technology. Like maps, it has developed rapidly over the 
�â�)�þ�¢�ª���� ���)���{�o�N�q�B���þ���·�{�{�f�� �·�{�� ���B�I�·�� �þ�B�þ�N�q�ª�·�� �Ü�I�N�·�)�� �ª�¿�Ÿ�¢�)�o�þ���â���� ���þ�q�c�ª�� �·�{�� �o�{���N�f�)��
cameras we were not only able to record the killing of George Floyd and 
�)�q�þ���f�)���N�·���·�{���B�{���Û�N�¢�þ�f�������¿�·�����q�)�þ�¢�f�â���’�•���â�)�þ�¢�ª���)�þ�¢�f�N�)�¢���N�q���•�˜�˜�•�����Ü�)���þ�f�ª�{���¢�)���{�¢�"�)�"���·�I�)��
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���¢�¿�·�þ�f���Ÿ�{�f�N���)���Û�N�{�f�)�q���)���þ�B�þ�N�q�ª�·�����A�¢�N���þ�q�����o�)�¢�N���þ�q���¦�{�"�q�)�â���f�N�q�B�����·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���Û�N�"�)�{��
of its kind ever to be widely disseminated. It is not clear if the two cases 
would have attracted public as well as community attention and would have 
become global news if this had not been the case. Yet we would like to high-
light that technology not only played a crucial role in the liberation of Black 
people but was also a tool in our damnation. 

���)�� �f�þ�·�·�)�¢�� ���þ�q�� ���)�� �)�á�Ÿ�f�þ�N�q�)�"�� ���â�� �¢�þ���)���� �Ü�I�N���I�� �N�·�ª�)�f�A�� ���)���þ�o�)�� �þ�� �A�{�¢�o�� �{�A�� �·�)���I-
�q�{�f�{�B�â�����þ���Ü�)�þ�Ÿ�{�q���·�{���ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�ª���¿�ª���#� �{�f�)�o�þ�q���‘�•�•�˜�$�����•�Û�)�¢�����)�q�·�¿�¢�N�)�ª�����·�)���I�q�{�f�{�B�â��
brought forth biological discourses that legitimized racism and inscribed it 
on several levels of society, especially in academia and science. Inventions 
included, for example, measuring tools for skulls and other body parts, 
�Ü�I�N�f�)���)�á�Ÿ�)�¢�N�o�)�q�·�ª���Ü�)�¢�)�����{�q�"�¿���·�)�"���·�{���`�¿�ª�·�N�A�â���9�o�)�"�N���þ�f���þ�Ÿ�þ�¢�·�I�)�N�"�:���#�à�þ�ª�I�N�q�B-
ton 2008). Moving away from this biologically determined understanding 
�{�A���¢�þ���)�����·�I�)�����f�þ���c���ª�{���N�{�f�{�B�N�ª�·�����`�{�¿�¢�q�þ�f�N�ª�·�����)�"�¿���þ�·�{�¢�����þ�q�"���þ���·�N�Û�N�ª�·���à�����/�����������'�¿��
���{�N�ª���� �þ�o�{�q�B�� �{�·�I�)�¢�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�� ���o�)�¢�N���þ�q�� �þ���þ�"�)�o�N���ª���� �¢�)�"�)���q�)�"�� �¢�þ���)���þ�ª�� �þ�� �ª�{���N�þ�f��
���þ�·�)�B�{�¢�â���� �à�N�·�I�� �·�I�)�� �¡�¿�)�ª�·�N�{�q�� �9�N�{�Ü�� �"�{�)�ª�� �N�·�� �A�)�)�f�� �·�{�� ���)�� �·�I�)�� �Ÿ�¢�{���f�)�o�����:�� �Ü�I�N���I��
�I�)�� �Ÿ�{�ª�)�"�� �N�q�� �I�N�ª�� �•�˜�•�’�� �ª�)�o�N�q�þ�f�� �Ü�{�¢�c�����)�� �®�{�¿�f�ª�� �{�A�� ���f�þ���c�� �F�{�f�c, he showed that a 
biological understanding of race was relevant only to the extent that it had 
�N�q�ô �f�¿�)�q���)�"�� �·�I�)�� �ª�{���N�þ�f�� �¢�)�þ�f�N�·�N�)�ª�� �{�A�� ���f�þ���c�� �Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)�� �þ�q�"�� �I�þ�"�� �þ�ò�A�)���·�)�"�� �{�¿�¢�� �)�Û�)�¢�â-
day lives and experiences worldwide. Based on this understanding, a racial 
turn took place in the USA at the dawn of the 20th century, which later led 
to social movements, including the institutionalization of Black knowledge 
�Ÿ�¢�{�"�¿���·�N�{�q���N�q���·�I�)���Ã�®�����#�f�)�f�f�â���‘�•�•�•�$����

In Europe, however, instead of understanding race as a social category 
and implementing laws that move away from seeing race as biological, coun-
tries are leaning toward erasing race from their constitutions, as France 
did in 2018�š�™ or replacing it, as Germany continues to discuss, a debate that 
started long before the summer of 2020.�š�š But although racism is politically 
and socially unacceptable according to both European and national laws, its 
�)�á�N�ª�·�)�q���)�� ���þ�q�q�{�·�� ���)�� �"�)�q�N�)�"���� ���)�� �)�Û�)�q�·�ª�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� ���h�r�� �o�{�Û�)�o�)�q�·�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �ª�¿�o-
mer of 2020 proved this, providing a sort of “wake-up call” and a sudden 
turning point, as mentioned above. Since then, it has become even more 

�µ�´�� ���8�¦�ÿ���*�9���|�À�¸�	���C�*�r�#�*�£���*�¢�À�ÿ�g�O�¸�ã���O�r���ÿ�«���F�£�ÿ�r���*���À� �#�ÿ�¸�*�«�����|�r�«�¸�O�¸�À�¸�O�|�r�	���d�À�r�*���Ž�”�	���Ž�Œ�•�”��� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý��
�B�£�ÿ�r���*�Ž�•�����|�p���*�r���Ž�Œ�•�”�Œ�’�Ž�”�+�£�ÿ���*�+�|�À�¸�+�C�*�r�#�*�£�+�*�¢�À�ÿ�g�O�¸�ã�+�B�£�ÿ�r���*�+�À� �#�ÿ�¸�*�«�+���|�r�«�¸�O�¸�À�¸�O�|�r�!

�µ�µ�� ���/�â� �*�£�¸�*�r���p�*�J�£�J�*�O�¸�g�O���J���B�Æ�£���/�£�«�*�¸�í�À�r�C���#�*�«���5�¦�ÿ�«�«�*�6�+���*�C�£�O�ó�B�«���O�p���G�£�À�r�#�C�*�«�*�¸�í�	���d�À�r�*���Ž�•�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�•��
� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý�����À�r�#�*�«�¸�ÿ�C���#�*���#�|�d�À�p�*�r�¸�*���¸�*�â�¸�ÿ�£���J�O�Ü���Ž�Œ�Ž�•���d�Ý�Ž�‘�+� �ÿ�+�£�*���J�¸�+�£�ÿ�«�«�*�+�”�•�“�‘�•�”�!
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important to rewrite European history from a Black perspective. For exam-
ple, telling colonial history from the perspective of the colonized, not the 
colonizers, allows us to understand that, although the colonial governing 
era is over, colonialism still exists in knowledge and representation systems 
�·�{�"�þ�â�������N�ª���Ÿ�þ�¢�þ�"�N�B�o���ª�I�N�ü�·���N�ª���¢�)�A�)�¢�¢�)�"���·�{���þ�ª���þ���Ÿ�{�ª�·���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���·�¿�¢�q�����N�·���I�N�B�I�f�N�B�I�·�ª��
�Ü�I�þ�·���"�)���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���·�I�N�q�c�)�¢�ª�����þ�f�f���9�{�q�B�{�N�q�B�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�N�·�â�:���#�r�þ�f�"�{�q�þ�"�{�.�¼�{�¢�¢�)�ª���‘�•�•�–�$��
�·�I�þ�·���þ�"�"�¢�)�ª�ª�)�ª���·�I�)���Ÿ�)�¢�ª�N�ª�·�)�q���)���þ�q�"���þ�ü�·�)�¢�.�)�ò�A�)���·�ª���{�A�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���¢�¿�f�)�������â���"�{�N�q�B���ª�{����
�N�·�� �{�ò�A�)�¢�ª�� �þ�q�� �þ�f�·�)�¢�q�þ�·�N�Û�)�� �Ÿ�)�¢�ª�Ÿ�)���·�N�Û�)�� �{�q�� �·�I�)�� �Ü�{�¢�f�"�� �þ�q�"�� ���{�q�·�N�q�¿�)�ª�� �·�{���¡�¿�)�ª�·�N�{�q��
existing colonial power relations, in Europe, South America, and Africa alike. 

�à�����/�����������'�¿�����{�N�ª���I�þ�"���þ�f�¢�)�þ�"�â���¿�ª�)�"���·�I�)���·�)�¢�o���9�ª�)�o�N�.���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�N�ª�o�:���#�'�¿�����{�N�ª��
�•�˜�•�’�$���·�{���o�þ�c�)�����f�)�þ�¢���·�I�þ�·���þ�f�f���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q�����{�¿�q�·�¢�N�)�ª���Ÿ�¢�{���·�)�"���A�¢�{�o���·�I�)�����þ�Ÿ�N�·�þ�f�N�ª�·��
system, whether they had colonies or not, as in the cases of Norway, Poland, 
and Luxembourg portrayed in this volume. Colonization was a pan-Euro-
�Ÿ�)�þ�q�� �Ÿ�¢�{�`�)���·���� �þ�q�"�� �·�I�¿�ª�� �þ�f�f�� �/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q�� ���{�¿�q�·�¢�N�)�ª�� ���)�q�)���·�)�"�� �A�¢�{�o�� �·�I�)�� �ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�¢�)�ª-
�ª�N�{�q���{�A�����A�¢�N���þ���þ�q�"���I�)�¢���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)�������)���{�Û�)�¢�þ�f�f���B�{�þ�f���Ü�þ�ª���·�{���ª�·�þ���N�f�N�ì�)���·�I�)���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q��
economy by any means necessary and to control world trade and trading 
�¢�{�¿�·�)�ª���·�{���·�I�)���þ�"�Û�þ�q�·�þ�B�)���{�A���{�q�f�â���þ���A�)�Ü�������¿�ª�������{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���N�q�ô �f�¿�)�q���)���Û�þ�¢�N�)�"���A�¢�{�o��
country to country, with Great Britain being the world’s largest colonizer at 
�N�·�ª���I�)�N�B�I�·���N�q���•�˜�‘�‘�������{�Û�)�¢�N�q�B���þ�¢�{�¿�q�"���þ���¡�¿�þ�¢�·�)�¢���{�A���/�þ�¢�·�I�<�ª���f�þ�q�"���ª�¿�¢�A�þ���)���þ�q�"���¢�¿�f-
�N�q�B���{�Û�)�¢���“�”�—���o�N�f�f�N�{�q���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)��

However, it is also important to note that the concept of colonization is 
not only used in a European context in reference to the subjugation of Africa. 
Although Poland was “semi-colonial,” as mentioned above, the East Euro-
�Ÿ�)�þ�q�����{�¿�q�·�¢�â���{�ü�·�)�q���¢�)�A�)�¢�ª���·�{���I�þ�Û�N�q�B�����)�)�q�����{�f�{�q�N�ì�)�"�����â���¦�¿�ª�ª�N�þ�����Ü�I�N���I���"�N�"���q�{�·��
target overseas areas but primarily focused on continental expansion into 
adjacent areas such as North and Central Asia. Furthermore, in the Norwe-
gian context, the colonization of the traditional Sámi homeland must also be 
�·�þ�c�)�q���N�q�·�{�����{�q�ª�N�"�)�¢�þ�·�N�{�q�������)�¢�)���N�ª���þ�o�Ÿ�f�)���ª���I�{�f�þ�¢�ª�I�N�Ÿ���þ�q�"���þ�¢���I�N�Û�þ�f���)�Û�N�"�)�q���)��
to nuance and even refute claims of Norwegian colonial neutrality, as shown 
in Chapter 5. 

Drawing on the early work of Pan-Africanists based in London, as we will 
�ª�)�)�� �N�q�� � �I�þ�Ÿ�·�)�¢�� �’���� �'�¿�� ���{�N�ª�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �þ�f�ª�{�� �N�q�ô �f�¿�)�q�·�N�þ�f�� �N�q�� �ª�Ÿ�¢�)�þ�"�N�q�B�� �N�"�)�þ�ª�� �·�I�¢�{�¿�B�I-
out Europe that are associated with concepts such as Afrocentricity or the 
Black Atlantic, all of which locate Africans and their descendants at the 
���)�q�·�)�¢���{�A���þ���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���·�I�þ�·���Ü�þ�ª���{�q���)���"�)�q�N�)�"���·�{���·�I�)�o�����â���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q�ª�������ü�·�)�¢���à�{�¢�f�"��
�à�þ�¢���•�q�)�������f�þ���c���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)�����þ�o�)���·�{�B�)�·�I�)�¢���·�{���A�{�¢�o���þ���q�)�Ü���N�q�·�)�f�f�)���·�¿�þ�f���o�{�Û�)�o�)�q�·��
�·�I�þ�·�����¢�{�¿�B�I�·���A�{�¢�·�I���q�)�Ü���A�{�¢�o�ª���{�A���ª�)�f�A�.�N�"�)�q�·�N�����þ�·�N�{�q���þ�q�"���f�)�"���·�{���·�I�)���¢�N�ª�)���{�A�����þ���c��
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�S�q�·�)�¢�q�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f�N�ª�o�� �þ�q�"�� �·�I�)�� �t�*�B�¢�N�·�¿�"�)�� �o�{�Û�)�o�)�q�·���� ���{�q���)�Ÿ�·�ª�� �·�I�þ�·�� ���)�B�þ�q�� �Ü�N�·�I��
the Nardal sisters and other Black European women in Paris. 

Still, Black European thought reaches farther back than the 20th cen-
tury. Few people know that Blacks have been in Europe since Roman times 
�#�F�¢�â�)�¢���•�˜�—�“�$�����ª�{�o�)�·�N�o�)�ª���N�q���ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q�·���q�¿�o���)�¢�ª�����S�q���·�I�)���•�•�·�I�����)�q�·�¿�¢�â�����·�I�)�����f�þ���c��
Spanish university professor Juan Latino published works in numerous lan-
guages and became a professor of Latin and grammar at the University of 
Granada (PÄZ 2017), while scholars such as the Black German philosopher 
�{�A�� �·�I�)�� �/�q�f�N�B�I�·�)�q�o�)�q�·�� ���q�·�{�q�� �à�N�f�I�)�f�o�� ���o�{���� �o�)�q�·�N�{�q�)�"�� �þ���{�Û�)���� �I�þ�"�� �þ�f�¢�)�þ�"�â��
produced Black knowledge in the early 18th century. Having the privilege to 
�f�)�þ�¢�q�� �·�{�� �¢�)�þ�"�� �þ�q�"�� �Ü�¢�N�·�)�� �N�q�� ���Û�)�� �f�þ�q�B�¿�þ�B�)�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �f�þ�·�)�¢�� �þ�·�·�)�q�"�� �¿�q�N�Û�)�¢�ª�N�·�â���� ���o�{��
���)���þ�o�)���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·�����f�þ���c���G�)�¢�o�þ�q���Ÿ�¢�{�A�)�ª�ª�{�¢���·�{���¡�¿�)�ª�·�N�{�q���Ü�I�N�·�)���ª�¿�Ÿ�¢�)�o�þ���â���þ�q�"��
���B�I�·�� �A�{�¢�� �·�I�)�� �¢�N�B�I�·�ª�� �{�A�����f�þ���c�� �Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)�� �N�q���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)���� ���)�ª�)�� ���{�q�·�¢�N���¿�·�N�{�q�ª�� �·�{�� ���f�þ���c��
knowledge production show that there has been a long tradition of academic 
activism in Europe for centuries. 

In capitalizing Black, which is a linguistic act of sociopolitical resis-
�·�þ�q���)�� �þ�B�þ�N�q�ª�·�� �Ü�I�N�·�)�� �ª�¿�Ÿ�¢�)�o�þ���â���� �·�I�)�� �{�q�B�{�N�q�B�� �ª�·�¢�¿�B�B�f�)�� �N�ª�� �o�þ�"�)�� �Û�N�ª�N���f�)���� ���N�ª��
�ª�)�f�A�.�N�"�)�q�·�N�����þ�·�N�{�q���¢�)�þ���I�)�ª�����)�â�{�q�"���·�I�)�����{�f�{�¢�����f�þ���c���þ�q�"���A�þ�¢�·�I�)�¢���·�I�þ�q���ª�c�N�q�����{�f�{�¢��
itself. Instead, it is based on the understanding of race as a social category 
and, in this sense, refers to the racialized histories that are inscribed on the 
�ª�¿�¢�A�þ���)���{�A���{�¿�¢���ª�c�N�q�����o�þ�c�N�q�B���{�¿�¢�����{�"�N�)�ª���þ���9�"�N�ª���{�¿�¢�ª�)���·�)�¢�¢�þ�N�q�:���#�I�{�{�c�ª���•�˜�˜�“�$���A�{�¢��
�/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â�����®�Ÿ�)�f�f�N�q�B���Ü�I�N�·�)���Ü�N�·�I���þ���f�{�Ü�)�¢���þ�ª�)���9�Ü�:���¢�)�ô �f�)���·�ª���·�I�þ�·���N�·���N�ª���q�{�·��
�þ�� �ª�)�f�A�.�N�"�)�q�·�N�����þ�·�N�{�q�� ���¿�·�� �þ�� ���þ�·�)�B�{�¢�â�� �{�A�� �þ�q�þ�f�â�ª�N�ª�� ���¢�)�þ�·�)�"�� ���â�� ���f�þ���c���ª���I�{�f�þ�¢�ª�� �·�{��
�o�þ�c�)���·�I�)���Ü�I�N�·�)���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q���q�{�¢�o���Û�N�ª�N���f�)���#�f�)�f�f�â���‘�•�•�•�$��

In this vein, the Black authors of this collection, be they Africans or their 
descendants, tell their individual narratives both in the context of national 
history and collectively as the Blackprint of Europe, which is associated with 
Black identities and gave reason to map our presence. Just as European coun-
�·�¢�N�)�ª���þ�¢�)���"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·���#�f�þ�q�B�¿�þ�B�)�ª�������¿�f�·�¿�¢�)�ª�����)�·�����$���Ü�I�N�f�)���ª�I�þ�¢�N�q�B���þ�����{�o�o�{�q���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â��
(colonization, enslavement, imperialism), Black Europeans are not a homo-
�B�)�q�)�{�¿�ª�� �B�¢�{�¿�Ÿ�� �þ�q�"�� �·�I�)�¢�)�A�{�¢�)�� �I�þ�Û�)�� �"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·�� �¿�q�"�)�¢�ª�·�þ�q�"�N�q�B�ª�� �{�A�� ���f�þ���c�q�)�ª�ª��
�·�I�þ�·�� �þ�¢�)�� �N�q�ô �f�¿�)�q���)�"�� ���â�� �N�q�·�)�¢�ª�)���·�N�q�B�� �Ÿ�{�Ü�)�¢�� �ª�·�¢�¿���·�¿�¢�)�ª�� ���{�q�ª�·�N�·�¿�·�)�"�� �·�I�¢�{�¿�B�I��
nation, race, class, ability, religion, gender, and many other categories. Sub-
�`�)���·���·�{���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�<�ª���B�f�{���þ�f���N�q�ô �f�¿�)�q���)�����·�I�)�â���¢�þ�q�B�)���A�¢�{�o�����A�¢�N���þ�q�ª���·�{���£���'���A�¢�{�o���·�I�)��
���o�)�¢�N���þ�ª�����·�I�)��� �þ�¢�N�����)�þ�q�����þ�q�"�����ª�N�þ�����þ�ª���Ü�)�f�f���þ�ª���·�I�)�N�¢���{�ò�A�ª�Ÿ�¢�N�q�B�����Ü�I�{�����þ�q�����)���{�A��
single or mixed heritage. In line with this attestation, compositions such as 
Afro-German, Afro-Italian and so on are used. However, this is not a written 
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rule for all countries, but is slowly becoming more and more common. But, 
as African American historian Allison Blakely observes, what Black commu-
nities in Europe – or Afro-Europe – share is an experience of routinely suf-
�A�)�¢�N�q�B���Ÿ�)�¢�ª�{�q�þ�f���N�q�"�N�B�q�N�·�N�)�ª���þ�q�"���þ�"�Û�)�¢�ª�)���"�N�ª���¢�N�o�N�q�þ�·�N�{�q���#�N�N�q�)�ª�����f�)�þ�·�{�q�����þ�q�"��
�®�o�þ�f�f���‘�•�•�˜�����’�$����

Apart from a few institutions, Black Studies have not yet been fully insti-
tutionalized in Europe. In contrast to Eurocentricity, however, in producing 
knowledge from a Black perspective, it is not only academic works that are 
important but also the contributions of activists, artists, journalists, and 
authors who help shape Black European identities. More importantly, Black 
organizations are doing the work themselves to educate their communities. 
���N�ª���N�ª���¢�)�ô �f�)���·�)�"���N�q���h�{�q�"�{�q���Ü�N�·�I���·�I�)�����)�B�N�q�q�N�q�B�ª���{�A���·�I�)�����f�þ���c��� �¿�f�·�¿�¢�þ�f�����¢���I�N�Û�)�ª����
�Ü�I�)�¢�)���·�I�)���B�þ�·�I�)�¢�N�q�B���{�A���o�þ�·�)�¢�N�þ�f�����)�B�þ�q���þ�ü�·�)�¢���þ���¢�þ���N�ª�·���þ�¢�ª�{�q���þ�·�·�þ���c���·�I�þ�·���c�N�f�f�)�"��
�•�’�����f�þ���c���·�)�)�q�þ�B�)�¢�ª�����þ�q�"���N�q�����)�¢�f�N�q�����Ü�I�)�¢�)���·�I�)���â�{�¿�q�B�����f�þ���c���G�)�¢�o�þ�q���ß�)�¢�þ���N�)�â�)�¢��
�ª�·�þ�¢�·�)�"�� �þ�� ���f�þ���c�� ���{�{�c�� ���{�f�f�)���·�N�{�q�� �·�I�þ�·�� �Ü�þ�ª�� ���{�q�·�N�q�¿�)�"�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �I�)�¢�� �ª�¿�"�"�)�q�� �"�)�þ�·�I��
and today is the basis of a community library that consists of around 7,000 
pieces. Similar work is also being done in other cities not included in this 
book, such as the Black Archives in Amsterdam and numerous Black librar-
�N�)�ª�� �N�q�� �ª�o�þ�f�f�)�¢�� �G�)�¢�o�þ�q�� ���N�·�N�)�ª�� �+�� �·�I�)�ª�)�� �N�q���f�¿�"�)�� �·�I�)�� �9�F�þ�ª�N�þ�·�I�)�c���:�� �q�þ�o�)�"�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢��
�F�þ�ª�N�þ�� �d�þ�q�ª�)�q�� �N�q�� �N�þ�o���¿�¢�B���� �þ�q�"�� �þ�� �f�N���¢�þ�¢�â�� �N�q�� � �{�f�{�B�q�)�� �"�)�"�N���þ�·�)�"�� �·�{�� ���)�{�"�{�¢��
�à�{�q�`�þ���r�N���I�þ�)�f�������{�·�I���{�A���Ü�I�{�o���Ü�)�¢�)���Ÿ�¢�{�o�N�q�)�q�·�����f�þ���c���G�)�¢�o�þ�q���þ���·�N�Û�N�ª�·�ª���þ�q�"��
�ª�¿�¢�Û�N�Û�{�¢�ª���{�A���·�I�)���r�þ�þ�A�þ���#�·�I�)�����f�þ���c���N�{�f�{���þ�¿�ª�·�$�������)�����{�o�o�{�q���B�{�þ�f���N�ª���·�{�����¢�)�þ�·�)��
knowledge hubs where Black communities can access and learn our histories. 

Community Organizing and Support 

���)�����f�þ���c�����{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�N�)�ª���I�N�B�I�f�N�B�I�·�)�"���N�q���·�I�N�ª�����{�{�c���q�{�·���{�q�f�â���Û�þ�¢�â���N�q���ª�N�ì�)�����¿�·���þ�f�ª�{��
in the places where they are located within each of the capitals. Some are 
spread across a city, while others have increasingly been forced by gentri-
�����þ�·�N�{�q�� �·�{�� �·�I�)�� �Ÿ�)�¢�N�Ÿ�I�)�¢�â���� �h�{�q�"�{�q�<�ª�� ���¢�N�á�·�{�q�� �þ�q�"�� �£�þ�¢�N�ª�<�ª�� � �I�þ�·�)�þ�¿�� �¦�{�¿�B�)���� �A�{�¢��
example, were once neighborhoods that PAD called home and that provided 
�Ÿ�I�â�ª�N���þ�f�� �þ�q�"�� �)�o�{�·�N�{�q�þ�f�� �ª�)���¿�¢�N�·�â���� �{�ü�·�)�q�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �A�þ���)�� �{�A�� �I�{�ª�·�N�f�)�� �ª�¿�¢�¢�{�¿�q�"�N�q�B�ª����
�¼�{�"�þ�â���� �·�I�)�â�� �þ�¢�)�� �I�N�B�I�.�Ÿ�¢�N���)�"�� ���)�q�·�)�¢�ª�� �·�I�þ�·�� �q�{�� �f�{�q�B�)�¢�� �Ÿ�¢�N�o�þ�¢�N�f�â�� �I�{�¿�ª�)�� ���f�þ���c��
residents but still function as business hubs and sites of remembrance for 
�·�I�)�����f�þ���c���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q���)�������)���þ�¿�·�I�{�¢�ª���N�q���·�I�N�ª�����{�f�f�)���·�N�{�q���A�{���¿�ª���{�q���ª�{�o�)���{�A���·�I�)���o�{�ª�·��
prominent examples. 
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���f�þ���c�����)�¢�f�N�q���#� �I�þ�Ÿ�·�)�¢���•�$�����â���t�þ�·�þ�ª�I�þ���������f�)�f�f�â���¢�)�Û�)�þ�f�ª���þ�q���þ���·�N�Û�)���þ�B�)�q�"�þ���{�A��
making Black contributions to society visible, despite the city’s relatively 
�ª�o�þ�f�f�� ���f�þ���c�� �Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�·�N�{�q���� �®�N�B�q�N�����þ�q�·�� �þ���·�N�{�q�� �I�þ�ª�� ���)�q�·�)�¢�)�"�� �þ�¢�{�¿�q�"�� �¢�)�q�þ�o�N�q�B��
streets and creating urban inscriptions as visual and linguistic devices, such 
�þ�ª���·�I�)���r�þ�â�.���â�N�o�.�Ã�A�)�¢�����"�)�"�N���þ�·�)�"���·�{�����A�¢�{�.�G�)�¢�o�þ�q���Ÿ�{�)�·���r�þ�â�����â�N�o�������)�ª�)���Ÿ�f�þ�â��
�þ�����¢�¿���N�þ�f���¢�{�f�)���N�q���ª�{���N�þ�f���þ���·�N�{�q���þ�q�"���I�þ�Û�)���·�I�)���)�ò�A�)���·���{�A���ª�{���N�þ�f�����I�þ�q�B�)�����S�q�����f�þ���c��
���¢�¿�ª�ª�)�f�ª�� �#� �I�þ�Ÿ�·�)�¢�� �‘�$���� �®�N���{�� �¦���� �f�þ�q�{���þ�q�þ�� �"�{���¿�o�)�q�·�ª�� ���{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ-
�·�N�{�q�ª�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �ª�·�¢�{�q�B�� ���A�¢�{�.���)�f�B�N�þ�q�� �þ�ò���f�N�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�� �Ü�I�{�� ���I�þ�o�Ÿ�N�{�q�)�"���·�I�)�� �¢�)�q�þ�o�N�q�B��
of a square in honor of Patrice Lumumba; this has become a place of Black 
experience near the Matonge neighborhood – an important area for the 
city’s African community. 

�r�)�þ�q�Ü�I�N�f�)�������f�þ���c���h�{�q�"�{�q���#� �I�þ�Ÿ�·�)�¢���’�$�����þ�ª���q�{�·�)�"�����â���•�f�N�Û�)���ß�þ�ª�ª�)�f�f�����I�þ�ª���ª�)�)�q��
an increasing number of memorials to PAD in recent years. A monument 
�I�{�q�{�¢�N�q�B�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�� �þ�q�"�� � �þ�¢�N�����)�þ�q�� �·�¢�{�{�Ÿ�ª�� �Ü�I�{�� �A�{�¿�B�I�·�� �A�{�¢�� ���¢�N�·�þ�N�q�� �N�q�� �à�{�¢�f�"��
�à�þ�¢�ª�� �•�q�)�� �þ�q�"�� �¼�Ü�{�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �¿�q�Û�)�N�f�)�"�� �N�q�� �‘�•�•�–���� ���{�·�I�� ���f�þ���c�� �h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�� �#� �I�þ�Ÿ-
�·�)�¢�� �“�$���� �"�)�ª���¢�N���)�"�� ���â�� ���)�¢�q�þ�¢�"�N�q�{�� �¼�þ�Û�þ�¢�)�ª�� �þ�q�"�� ���f�)�N�"�þ�� �ß�N�)�N�¢�þ���� �þ�q�"�� ���f�þ���c�� �•�ª�f�{��
�#� �I�þ�Ÿ�·�)�¢�� �”�$���� �Ü�I�N���I�� �N�ª�� �"�N�ª���¿�ª�ª�)�"�� ���â�� �r�N���I�)�f�f�)�� ������ �¼�N�ª�"�)�f���� �þ�¢�)�� ���I�þ�¢�þ���·�)�¢�N�ì�)�"�� �þ�ª��
capitals of nations that enjoyed “colonization without colonies” (Lüthi, Falkb 
and Purtschert 2016). Both cities contain buildings associated with colonial 
�N�q�Û�{�f�Û�)�o�)�q�·�����à�I�N�f�)���N�q���h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�����q�{���¢�)���{�B�q�N�·�N�{�q���{�A���N�·�ª�����f�þ���c���Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�·�N�{�q��
has been inscribed into the city landscape, the lived experiences of Black res-
�N�"�)�q�·�ª���N�q���·�I�)���t�{�¢�Ü�)�B�N�þ�q�����þ�Ÿ�N�·�þ�f���I�þ�Û�)�����)�)�q���o�þ�¢�c�)�"�����)�Û�)�q���N�A���A�{�¢���·�¢�þ�B�N�����¢�)�þ�ª�{�q�ª����
for example, a bust commemorates teenager Benjamin Hermansen, who was 
murdered by neo-Nazis in 2001. 

���{�¿�B�I�� �Ü�)�f�f�� �c�q�{�Ü�q�� �þ�ª�� �þ�� �Ÿ�f�þ���)�� �{�A�� �¢�)�ª�Ÿ�N�·�)�� �A�{�¢�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�� ���o�)�¢�N���þ�q�ª�� �ª�¿���I�� �þ�ª��
Josephine Baker and later James Baldwin, it is the contribution of Black 
French residents that is documented in Black Paris (Chapter 6), co-authored 
���â���/�Ÿ�*�)���N�)�¢�Û�*���'�N�q�B�{�q�B���þ�q�"���•�f�N�Û�)���ß�þ�ª�ª�)�f�f�����®�Ÿ�¿�¢�¢�)�"�����â���·�I�)���)�ò�A�{�¢�·�ª���{�A���þ���I�{�ª�·���{�A��
community organizations, a long history of activism dating back centuries is 
���¿�¢�¢�)�q�·�f�â�����)�N�q�B���o�þ�¢�c�)�"�������N�ª���N�q���f�¿�"�)�ª���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���ª�·�þ�·�¿�)���{�A���þ�����f�þ���c���Ü�{�o�þ�q�����®�{�f-
�N�·�¿�"�)�����þ�q���•�—�·�I�.���)�q�·�¿�¢�â���I�)�¢�{�N�q�)���Ü�I�{���Ü�{�q���I�)�¢���A�¢�)�)�"�{�o���þ�ü�·�)�¢���·�I�)���F�¢�)�q���I���¦�)�Û�{-
�f�¿�·�N�{�q����� �I�þ�Ÿ�·�)�¢���–�������â���f�Ü�þ�q�ì�þ���r�¿�ª�N���'�{�ª���®�þ�q�·�{�ª�����f�{�{�c�ª���þ�·�����f�þ���c���¦�{�o�)���·�I�¢�{�¿�B�I��
the lens of Italy’s unsuccessful attempt to suppress Ethiopia, which was one 
�{�A���·�Ü�{�����A�¢�N���þ�q�����{�¿�q�·�¢�N�)�ª���·�I�þ�·���Ü�þ�ª���q�{�·�����{�f�{�q�N�ì�)�"�����â���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�������)���·�¢�þ���)�ª���{�A���·�I�þ�·��
���)�¢���)�f�â���A�{�¿�B�I�·���¢�)�ª�N�ª�·�þ�q���)���þ�¢�)�����þ�¢�Û�)�"���N�q�·�{���¦�{�o�)�<�ª���f�þ�q�"�ª���þ�Ÿ�)���þ�q�"���¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�)�"��
by monuments such as the �®�·�)�f�)�� �"�N�����á�¿�o (Axum obelisk), which was stolen 
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�A�¢�{�o���/�·�I�N�{�Ÿ�N�þ���þ�q�"�����¢�{�¿�B�I�·���·�{���¦�{�o�)�����â�����)�q�N�·�{���r�¿�ª�ª�{�f�N�q�N���N�q���•�˜�’�–�����"�¿�¢�N�q�B���·�I�)��
Italian occupation of the East African nation. 

�•�¿�¢�����q�þ�f�����I�þ�Ÿ�·�)�¢�����{�q�����f�þ���c���à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü�����N�ª�����{�.�þ�¿�·�I�{�¢�)�"�����â���d�þ�o�)�ª���•�o�{�f�{���þ�q�"��
�t�þ�·�þ�ª�I�þ���������f�)�f�f�â���þ�q�"���A�{���¿�ª�)�ª���{�q���·�I�)���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���{�A�����f�þ���c���£�{�f�)�ª�����•�q�)���¢�þ�¢�)�f�â���·�I�N�q�c�ª��
of Black people when considering Eastern Europe, which has a smaller Black 
population than other European countries. Black Poles had not been consid-
ered prominent heroes of national history until the summer of 2020, when 
Polish and international media picked up and covered the stories of Józef 
Sam Sandi and August Agboola “Ali” Browne, two Africans who played sig-
�q�N�����þ�q�·���¢�{�f�)�ª���N�q���·�I�)���à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü���Ã�Ÿ�¢�N�ª�N�q�B�����N�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢�����Ü�N�·�I���¢�þ���N�ª�·���þ�q�"���I�{�o�{�Ÿ�I�{���N����
attacks openly happening in Poland, especially during Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, which is taking place during the writing of this book, it is even more 
important to take a closer look at how Black European communities oper-
ate. Guided by small organizations, some of them newly established, their 
importance cannot be underestimated. Frequently functioning as lifelines 
and supporting a host of needs – from immigration issues and cultural con-
�q�)���·�N�Û�N�·�â�� �·�{�� �A�{�{�"�� �þ�q�"�� �ª�I�)�f�·�)�¢�� �+�� �·�I�)�ª�)�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�� �þ�f�ª�{�� �{�ü�·�)�q�� �ª�)�¢�Û�)�� �þ�ª�� �·�I�)��
�B�)�q�)�ª�N�ª�� �{�A�� �¢�)�o�)�o���¢�þ�q���)�� �{�A�� ���f�þ���c�� �/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q�� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N�)�ª���� ���)�â�� �)�o�Ÿ�f�{�â�� �"�N�Û�)�¢�ª�)��
�·�{�{�f�ª�� �·�{�� �o�þ�c�)�� �·�I�)�N�¢�� �Û�{�N���)�ª�� �I�)�þ�¢�"���� �{�ü�·�)�q�� �¿�ª�N�q�B�� �ª�·�¢�þ�·�)�B�N�)�ª�� �ª�¿���I�� �þ�ª�� �¿�q�o�þ�ª�c-
ing colonial continuities, like Luxembourg’s Lëtz Rise Up and Richtung22’s 
inventory of colonial buildings and sites. 

�à�I�)�q���N�·�����{�o�)�ª���·�{���¿�q�)�þ�¢�·�I�N�q�B�����f�þ���c���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â�����N�q�A�{�¢�o�þ�·�N�{�q���f�N�)�ª�����)�·�Ü�)�)�q���·�I�)��
�B�þ�Ÿ�ª�������¿�ª�����Ü�)���þ�¢�)���"�)�þ�f�N�q�B���Ü�N�·�I���þ���A�{�¢�o���{�A���q�{�·�I�N�q�B�q�)�ª�ª�����·�I�)���A�)�)�f�N�q�B���{�A�����)�N�q�B���N�q��
�/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�����¿�·���q�{�·���{�A���N�·�������)���Ü�{�¢�c�����f�þ���c���{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���I�þ�Û�)���"�{�q�)���þ�q�"���þ�¢�)���"�{�N�q�B��
is bridging these divides, discovering stories that in many cases have been 
�)�N�·�I�)�¢�� �I�N�"�"�)�q�� �{�¢�� �{�q�f�â�� �Ÿ�þ�¢�·�N�þ�f�f�â�� �¢�)�Û�)�þ�f�)�"���� ���)�¢�)�A�{�¢�)���� �o�¿���I�� �N�q�A�{�¢�o�þ�·�N�{�q�� �N�ª��
sourced in the private sphere and the organizations are arranged in diverse 
�Ü�þ�â�ª�����A�¢�)�¡�¿�)�q�·�f�â�����)�q�·�)�¢�)�"���{�q���·�I�)�����{�¿�q�·�¢�â���{�A���{�¢�N�B�N�q�����ª�¿���I���þ�ª���à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü�<�ª���F�{�¿�q-
dation for Somalia, an active force in cultural and development work, and 
Rome’s Association of Cameroonians. 

Some have memberships that are overwhelmingly PAD, such as Brussels’ 
Groupement des Femmes Africaines Inspirantes et Actives, while in others 
PAD form alliances with the white majority population, as in the Italian 
organization Rete Restiamo Umani, which changed a street name to Via 
�G�)�{�¢�B�)�� �F�f�{�â�"�� �þ�q�"�� ���N�f�þ�f�� ���)�q�� �r�)�ª�ª�þ�¿�"��during the BLM protests. Many others 
wear multiple hats, focusing on intersectionality; these include the antiracist 
�þ�ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q�� �¥�¿�)�ª�·�þ�8�¦�{�o�þ�� �#���N�ª�� �N�ª�� �¦�{�o�)�$���� �S�q�� �h�{�q�"�{�q���� �N�·�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �þ�� �B�¢�{�¿�Ÿ�� �{�A�� �Ÿ�¢�N-
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�o�þ�¢�N�f�â���d�þ�o�þ�N���þ�q���A�)�o�þ�f�)���o�)�"�N���þ�f���Ÿ�¢�{�A�)�ª�ª�N�{�q�þ�f�ª���Ü�I�{�����¢�ª�·���Ÿ�¿�ª�I�)�"���A�{�¢���·�I�)�����{�q-
tribution of famed nurse Mary Seacole to be recognized. Decades later, that 
�)�ò�A�{�¢�·���Ü�{�¿�f�"���¢�)�ª�¿�f�·���N�q���þ���Ÿ�N�{�q�)�)�¢�N�q�B���ª�·�þ�·�¿�)���N�q���I�)�¢���I�{�q�{�¢�����þ�ª���ª�I�{�Ü�q���N�q��� �I�þ�Ÿ�·�)�¢��
3. In Paris, Blacktivists are presently championing the awarding of a plaque 
�A�{�¢���£�þ�¿�f�)�·�·�)�����{�q�)���{�A���·�I�)���t�þ�¢�"�þ�f���ª�N�ª�·�)�¢�ª�����·�{�����)���Ÿ�f�þ���)�"���N�q���·�I�)���£�þ�q�·�I�*�{�q�����þ�q���I�{�q�{�¢��
bestowed on the country’s most revered citizens.

It must be said that Black communities have been challenging dominant 
�ª�{���N�)�·�N�)�ª�� �A�{�¢�� ���)�q�·�¿�¢�N�)�ª���� ���B�I�·�N�q�B�� �ª�{���N�þ�f�� �þ�q�"�� �Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���þ�f�� �q�{�¢�o�ª�� �·�I�þ�·�� �ª�)�f�"�{�o�� �¢�)��-
ognize them as citizens but as foreigners who are not here to stay. However, 
we see the strength of Black communities in Europe coming together to push 
�/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)���·�{���A�¿�f���f�f���N�·�ª���Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���þ�f�����ª�{���N�þ�f�������¿�f�·�¿�¢�þ�f�����þ�q�"���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N���þ�f���¢�)�ª�Ÿ�{�q�ª�N���N�f�N�·�N�)�ª����
Black Europeans are key to the present and future construction of a strong, 
diverse, and united Europe. In the frame of the International Decade for 
�£�)�{�Ÿ�f�)�� �{�A�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�� �'�)�ª���)�q�·�� �#�‘�•�•�”�+�‘�“�$���� �Ÿ�¢�{���f�þ�N�o�)�"�� ���â�� �Ã�t�� �G�)�q�)�¢�þ�f�� ���ª�ª�)�o���f�â��
Resolution 68/237, Mapping Black Europe: Monuments, Markers, Memories, pro-
�Û�N�"�)�ª���þ�q���)�ò�A�)���·�N�Û�)���Ÿ�f�þ�·�A�{�¢�o���A�{�¢���·�I�)���N�o�Ÿ�f�)�o�)�q�·�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A���þ���·�N�Û�N�·�N�)�ª���N�q���·�I�)���ª�Ÿ�N�¢�N�·��
of recognition, justice, and development. 

�à�N�·�I���·�I�N�ª���Ÿ�¿���f�N���þ�·�N�{�q���Ü�)���þ�¢�)�����¢�N�q�B�N�q�B���·�I�)���Û�{�N���)�ª���{�A�����f�þ���c���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q���þ���þ-
demics, activists, and journalists together and creating a platform for con-
nected research and study. By closing the knowledge gap we seek to provide 
readers with the capacities and skills needed to apply decolonial knowledge 
to a range of strategies for advancing community self-representation, inter-
�ª�)���·�N�{�q�þ�f�� �`�¿�ª�·�N���)���� �þ�q�"�� �I�¿�o�þ�q�� �¢�N�B�I�·�ª���� ���)�ª�)�� ���{�o�o�N�·�o�)�q�·�ª�� �þ�¢�)�� ���þ�ª�)�"�� �{�q�� �·�I�)��
understanding that the perspectives and lives of people throughout Black 
Europe are entangled in complex intersecting power relations, structures, 
and processes. It is within this context that we are proposing Mapping Black 
Europe: Monuments, Markers, Memories as a way to engage audiences around 
the importance of Black European narratives, and to lead in providing a sys-
tematic way of studying Black identities in Europe, including Black histories, 
���f�þ���c�����¿�f�·�¿�¢�)�ª�����þ�q�"���·�I�)���o�¿�·�¿�þ�f���)�ò�A�)���·�ª���·�I�)�ª�)���I�þ�Û�)���Ü�N�·�I�N�q���ª�{���N�)�·�â��
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�t�þ�·�þ�ª�I�þ���������f�)�f�f�â���þ�q�"���•�f�N�Û�)���ß�þ�ª�ª�)�f�f
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Chapter 1 
Black Berlin

Natasha A. Kelly

Berlin is and always has been an activist city, in which the people have made 
their personal and collective viewpoints heard and have asserted numerous 
demands relating to social, political, cultural, and economic change. Public 
�þ�·�·�)�q�·�N�{�q���I�þ�ª���þ�f�ª�{�����)�)�q���"�¢�þ�Ü�q���·�{���·�I�)���þ�·�¢�{���N�·�N�)�ª���{�A���¢�þ���N�þ�f���Ÿ�¢�{���f�N�q�B�����Ÿ�{�f�N���)�����¢�¿-
tality, and institutional racism for many decades, commemorating Germa-
�q�â�<�ª�����f�þ���c���Û�N���·�N�o�ª���{�A���Ÿ�{�f�N���)���c�N�f�f�N�q�B�ª�����f�{�f�þ�����þ�q�c�{�f�)���#�•�˜�˜�“�$�������þ�o�N�¢�����B�)�)�����#�•�˜�˜�˜�$����
N’deye Mareame Sarr (2000), Michael Paul Nwabuisi (2001), Laye-Alama 
� �{�q�"�*���#�‘�•�•�”�$�����'�{�o�N�q�N�¡�¿�)���f�{�¿�o�þ�"�N�{���#�‘�•�•�•�$�����þ�q�"��� �I�¢�N�ª�·�â���®���I�Ü�¿�q�"�)���c���#�‘�•�•�•�$��
�#�f�)�f�f�â���‘�•�‘�•�$��

�à�)���ª�I�{�¿�f�"���þ�f�ª�{���¢�)�o�)�o���)�¢���•�¿�¢�â���d�þ�f�f�{�I�����Ü�I�{���Ü�þ�ª�����¿�¢�q�)�"���+���Ÿ�¢�{���þ���f�â���þ�ü�·�)�¢��
his death, as there were no signs of soot in his lungs – in a police cell in East 
�G�)�¢�o�þ�q���'�)�ª�ª�þ�¿���N�q���‘�•�•�”�����¼�{���·�I�N�ª���"�þ�â���I�N�ª�����þ�ª�)���I�þ�ª���ª�·�N�f�f���q�{�·�����)�)�q���ª�{�f�Û�)�"�����N�q�ª�·�)�þ�"����
German authorities, courts, and politicians have been trying to cover up the 
truth for decades.�š Since his death, demonstrators have been gathering in 
front of the police station in Dessau demanding justice every year on the date 
of his murder, January 7. And although these demonstrations attract several 
thousand protestors annually, the case has not gained the same attention of 
the white majority population or media as did the police murder of George 
Floyd in the USA in 2020.

Millions of Germans had witnessed Floyd’s killing that not only went 
�Û�N�¢�þ�f�������¿�·���þ�f�ª�{���Ü�þ�ª�����¢�{�þ�"���þ�ª�·���¿�q���f�·�)�¢�)�"���{�q���q�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f���¼�ß���þ�·���Ÿ�¢�N�o�)�·�N�o�)�����h�{���c�)�"��
at home during the global pandemic, it was impossible to ignore yet another 
Black man being murdered by the police. Consequently, another protest fol-

�µ�� ��� �J�£�|�r�|�g�|�C�ã���O�r���¸�J�*���•�À�£�ã���d�ÿ�g�g�|�J�����ÿ�«�*���B�£�|�p���d�ÿ�r�À�ÿ�£�ã���“�	���Ž�Œ�Œ�‘���¸�|���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ��� �J�¸�¸� �«�������O�r�O�¸�O�ÿ�¸�O�Ü�*�|�À�£�ã�a�ÿ�g��
�g�|�J���Ý�|�£�#� �£�*�«�«�����|�p���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ���Œ�’���Œ�“�����J�£�|�r�|�g�|�C�O�*�+�O�p�+�B�ÿ�g�g�+�|�À�£�ã�+�a�ÿ�g�g�|�J�+�Ü�|�r�+�Ž�Œ�Œ�‘�+���O�«�+�Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ���!

https://initiativeouryjalloh.wordpress.com/2020/06/07/chronologie-im-fall-oury-jalloh-von-2005-bis-2020/
https://initiativeouryjalloh.wordpress.com/2020/06/07/chronologie-im-fall-oury-jalloh-von-2005-bis-2020/
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lowed, under the hashtag Black Lives Matter, with Floyd’s name being added 
to the list of victims of police homicides worldwide. In 2017, a working group 
of external experts had already been sent to Germany by the United Nations 
(UN) to gain knowledge about the human rights situation in the country. 
���)�N�¢�� �ª�¿���ª�)�¡�¿�)�q�·�� �¢�)�Ÿ�{�¢�·�� �I�N�B�I�f�N�B�I�·�)�"�� �¢�þ���N�þ�f�� �Ÿ�¢�{���f�N�q�B�� �þ�B�þ�N�q�ª�·�� �£�)�{�Ÿ�f�)�� �{�A�� ���A�¢�N-
can Descent (PAD) and stated that its repeated denial by German police 
and authorities fosters impunity.�› Based on this report, Berlin became the 
���¢�ª�·���ª�·�þ�·�)���N�q���·�I�)�����{�¿�q�·�¢�â���·�{���Ÿ�þ�ª�ª���þ�q���þ�q�·�N�.�"�N�ª���¢�N�o�N�q�þ�·�N�{�q���f�þ�Ü���{�q���d�¿�q�)���“�����‘�•�‘�•����
�ª�I�{�¢�·�f�â�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �F�f�{�â�"�<�ª�� �"�)�þ�·�I���� �þ�� ���{�q�N�q���N�"�)�q���)�� �N�q�� �·�I�N�ª�� ���þ�ª�)�� �þ�ª�� �·�I�)�� �f�þ�Ü�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �·�I�)��
�¢�)�ª�¿�f�·���{�A�����{�o���N�q�)�"�����{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â���)�ò�A�{�¢�·�ª���{�Û�)�¢���·�I�)���â�)�þ�¢�ª����

�N�)�q���)���� �‘�•�‘�•�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �q�{�·�� �·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·�� �·�N�o�)�� ���h�r�� �Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·�)�¢�ª�� �I�þ�"�� �·�þ�c�)�q�� �·�{�� �·�I�)��
�ª�·�¢�)�)�·�ª���� ���)�� ���¢�ª�·�� �"�)�o�{�q�ª�·�¢�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�� �¿�q�"�)�¢�� �·�I�N�ª�� �o�{�·�·�{�� ���þ�o�)�� �·�{�� �Ÿ�þ�ª�ª�� �N�q�����)�¢�f�N�q��
�N�q�� �d�¿�f�â�� �‘�•�•�•���� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �£�I�N�f�þ�q�"�{�� � �þ�ª�·�N�f�)�� �þ�q�"�� ���f�·�{�q�� �®�·�)�¢�f�N�q�B�� �Ü�)�¢�)�� �ª�I�{�·�� �"�)�þ�"�� ���â��
�Ÿ�{�f�N���)���{�ò�����)�¢�ª���N�q���·�I�)���Ã�®�������•�q�)���â�)�þ�¢���f�þ�·�)�¢�����N�q���d�¿�q�)���‘�•�•�–�������h�r�����)�¢�f�N�q���A�{�¿�q�"�)�"��
�·�I�)�����¢�ª�·�����h�r���o�{�q�·�I���œ which ended with a march in July. In 2020, however, 
these initial BLM demonstrators were joined by individuals from all walks of 
life as they gathered in front of the US embassy in Berlin on May 30, chant-
ing “Black Lives Matter” at the top of their voices. Some days later, on June 6, 
2020, a second protest followed that led more than 15,000 people to Berlin’s 
historical Alexanderplatz.�• From then onward, a wave of organized protests 
inundated the country with signs and slogans stating “Germany is not inno-
cent,” among other things.  

�•�q���d�¿�q�)���‘�•�����‘�•�‘�•���·�I�)���ª�·�þ�·�)���þ�q�·�N�"�N�ª���¢�N�o�N�q�þ�·�N�{�q���f�þ�Ü�����q�þ�f�f�â�����þ�o�)���N�q�·�{���A�{�¢���)����
closing a legal gap and expanding the catalogue of discrimination charac-
teristics to be protected, including social status and chronic illness, and 
extending the law to structurally related discrimination.�ž But this is not 
enough! Combating racism also includes knowing your history, as stated 

�¶�� ���6�G�*�£�p�ÿ�r�ã���� �Ã�t���£�O�C�J�¸�«��� �ÿ�r�*�g���J�O�C�J�g�O�C�J�¸�«���£�ÿ���O�ÿ�g��� �£�|�ÿ�g�O�r�C���ÿ�C�ÿ�O�r�«�¸��� �*�|� �g�*���|�B�����B�£�O���ÿ�r���#�*�«���*�r�¸�7�	��
�F�*���£�À�ÿ�£�ã�� �Ž�“�	�� �Ž�Œ�•�“�� � �J�¸�¸� �«�������r�*�Ý�«���À�r���|�£�C���*�r���«�¸�|�£�ã���Ž�Œ�•�“���Œ�Ž���‘�‘�Ž�Ž�”�Ž�+�C�*�£�p�ÿ�r�ã�+�À�r�+�£�O�C�J�¸�«�+� �ÿ��
�r�*�g�+�J�O�C�J�g�O�C�J�¸�«�+�£�ÿ���O�ÿ�g�+� �£�|�ÿ�g�O�r�C�+�ÿ�C�ÿ�O�r�«�¸�+� �*�|� �g�*�+�ÿ�B�£�O���ÿ�r�!

�·�� ���S�r�B�|�£�p�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�� �|�r�� ���h�r�� �p�|�r�¸�J�� �Ž�Œ�Ž�•�����J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý�����g�ÿ���d�g�O�Ü�*�«�p�ÿ�¸�¸�*�£���*�£�g�O�r���#�*�����g�p�+�p�|���r�¸�J�+
�Ž�Œ�Ž�•�� 

� �̧� ���6�G�*�|�£�C�*�� �F�g�|�ã�#�� �d�O�g�g�O�r�C�� �«� �À�£�«�� �B�£�*�«�J�� � �£�|�¸�*�«�¸�«�� �ÿ���£�|�«�«�� �/�À�£�|� �*�7�	�� �d�À�r�*�� �’�	�� �Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ�� � �J�¸�¸� �«������� ��
�#�Ý�����|�p��� ���•�#�h�à�®�!

�¹�� �����*�£�g�O�r���«�¸�ÿ�¸�*���ÿ�r�¸�O�+�#�O�«���£�O�p�O�r�ÿ�¸�O�|�r���g�ÿ�Ý�����J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý�����*�£�g�O�r���#�*���«�*�r���g�ÿ�#�«���£�*���J�¸���g�ÿ�#�C��
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on the homepage of BLM Berlin.�Ÿ Yet, our (hi)stories are structurally hidden 
or described as alien or inferior to the dominant culture, despite numer-
ous community organizations, including BLM in recent years, poking their 
���q�B�)�¢�ª���N�q���·�I�)���Ü�{�¿�q�"�ª���{�A���G�)�¢�o�þ�q�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�N�ª�o���A�{�¢���"�)���þ�"�)�ª�������¿�·���Ü�N�·�I���ª�·�þ�·�¿�)�ª��
toppeling all over Europe, the media’s attention was eventually drawn to 
questions of ongoing coloniality, memory culture, and restitution, leading 
�Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���N�þ�q�ª���·�{���Ÿ�N���c���¿�Ÿ���N�q���Ÿ�þ���)���þ�q�"���ª�I�N�ü�·���·�I�)�ª�)���·�{�Ÿ�N���ª���·�{���·�I�)���·�{�Ÿ���{�A���·�I�)�N�¢���þ�B�)�q�"�þ�ª����

Despite (or because of ) these slow steps of improvement, an anonymous 
�o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f�� �þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�)�þ�¢�)�"�� �{�q�� �·�I�)�� �f�)�B�)�q�"�þ�¢�â�� �•�¢�þ�q�N�)�q�Ÿ�f�þ�·�ì���� �c�q�{�Ü�q�� �þ�ª�� �•�.�£�f�þ�·�ì���� �N�q��
���)�¢�f�N�q�.�f�¢�)�¿�ì���)�¢�B�� �þ�·�� �·�I�)�� �)�q�"�� �{�A�� �®�)�Ÿ�·�)�o���)�¢�� �‘�•�‘�•���� ���)�� �ª�¡�¿�þ�¢�)�� �B�þ�N�q�)�"���Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N-
���þ�f���ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q���)���þ�ü�·�)�¢���þ�ª�â�f�¿�o���ª�)�)�c�)�¢�ª�����o�{�ª�·���{�A���·�I�)�o���A�¢�{�o�����A�¢�N���þ�q�����{�¿�q�·�¢�N�)�ª����
�)�¢�)���·�)�"���þ���Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·�����þ�o�Ÿ���·�I�)�¢�)���A�¢�{�o���•���·�{���)�¢���‘�•�•�‘���·�{�����Ÿ�¢�N�f���‘�•�•�“�������)���¢�)�A�¿�B�)�)�ª��
had come from camps all over Germany in an act of civil disobedience to 
demonstrate against the Dublin III Regulation,� �� �N�q�ª�¿�ò�����N�)�q�·�� �ª�I�)�f�·�)�¢�ª���� �þ�q�"��
the so-called �¦�)�ª�N�"�)�q�ì�Ÿ�ó �f�N���I�·, which restricted freedom of movement, as well 
�þ�ª���·�{�����B�I�·���A�{�¢���·�I�)���¢�N�B�I�·���·�{���Ü�{�¢�c���þ�q�"���ª�·�¿�"�â���N�q���G�)�¢�o�þ�q�â�����S�q���·�I�)���A�þ���)���{�A���·�I�)���¢�)�`�)��-
�·�N�{�q�� �{�A�� �o�{�ª�·�� �¢�)�A�¿�B�)�)�� �þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�f�N���þ�·�N�{�q�ª���� �·�I�)�� ���þ�o�Ÿ�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �A�{�¢���)�A�¿�f�f�â�� ���f�)�þ�¢�)�"�� �N�q�� �‘�•�•�“����
yet the groups remained active, raising awareness of their cause through 
their website and an information point that was established in the square 
during the resistance.

�¼�{�"�þ�â�����·�I�)���o�)�·�)�¢�.�I�N�B�I�����{�q���¢�)�·�)���ª�·�)�f�þ���N�ª���þ�f�f���·�I�þ�·���¢�)�o�þ�N�q�ª���{�A���·�I�)���Ÿ�þ�ª�·���ª�·�¢�¿�B-
gle, linking it to present day protests. It is surrounded by a stainless steel 
���þ�ª�)�� �Ÿ�f�þ�·�)�� �·�I�þ�·�� �¢�)�þ�"�ª���� �9�S�q�� �o�)�o�{�¢�â�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �Û�N���·�N�o�ª�� �{�A�� �¢�þ���N�ª�o�� �þ�q�"�� �Ÿ�{�f�N���)�� �Û�N�{-
�f�)�q���)���:�� ���)�� �þ�q�{�q�â�o�{�¿�ª�� �o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·�� ���¿�N�f�"�)�¢�ª�� �I�þ�"�� �þ�q�·�N���N�Ÿ�þ�·�)�"�� �·�I�)�� ���Ü�{�N�ª�·�¿�q-
serdenkmal (#whereisourmonument) initiative; the latter was established 
by several antiracist groups in the summer to publicly address racism and 
�Ÿ�{�f�N���)�� �Û�N�{�f�)�q���)���� ���o�{�q�B�� �·�I�)�o�� �Ü�)�¢�)�� �·�I�)�� �S�q�N�·�N�þ�·�N�Û�)�� �N�q�� �r�)�o�{�¢�â�� �{�A�� �•�¿�¢�â�� �d�þ�f�f�{�I��
�þ�q�"���f�•�£�����·�I�)�����þ�o�Ÿ�þ�N�B�q���A�{�¢���Û�N���·�N�o�ª���{�A���Ÿ�{�f�N���)�����¢�¿�·�þ�f�N�·�â�����·�I�)�â���I�þ�"���Ÿ�f�þ�q�q�)�"���·�{��
�o�)�)�·���{�q���·�I�)���®�)�Ÿ�·�)�o���)�¢���þ�ü�·�)�¢�q�{�{�q���þ�ü�·�)�¢���·�I�)���o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·���I�þ�"�����)�)�q���"�N�ª���{�Û�)�¢�)�"���¡ 

�º�� �����h�r�� ���*�£�g�O�r�� � �|�p�p�|�r�� � �|�r�«�*�r�«�À�«�����J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý�����g�ÿ���d�g�O�Ü�*�«�p�ÿ�¸�¸�*�£���*�£�g�O�r���#�*�����g�p���+�C�*�p�*�O�r�«�ÿ��
�p�*�£�+�d�|�r�«�*�r�«��

�»�� ���¼�J�*���'�À���g�O�r���S�S�S���¦�*�C�À�g�ÿ�¸�O�|�r���£�*�B�*�£�«���¸�|���/�Ã���t�|���’�Œ�•���Ž�Œ�•�•���|�B���¸�J�*���/�À�£�|� �*�ÿ�r���£�ÿ�£�g�O�ÿ�p�*�r�¸���ÿ�r�#���#�*�¸�*�£�+
�p�O�r�*�«���Ý�J�*�£�*���ÿ���£�*�B�À�C�*�*���«�J�|�À�g�#���ÿ� � �g�ã���B�|�£���ÿ�«�ã�g�À�p���ÿ�r�#���Ý�J�O���J�����|�À�r�¸�£�ã���O�«���£�*�«� �|�r�«�O���g�*���B�|�£���¸�J�*��
application: �J�¸�¸� �������Ý�Ý�Ý���|�£�ÿ�����O�*���Ý�*���«�O�¸�*���|�£�ÿ�����|�£�ÿ���Ý�*���«�O�¸�*���r�«�B��� �ÿ�C�*���*�À�#�À���g�O�r�S�S�S�£�*�C�À�g�ÿ�¸�O�|�r��
�+���p�ÿ�O�r�+�*�r 

�¼�� ���6�'�ÿ���O�«�¸���À�r�«�*�£���'�*�r�d�p�ÿ�g���+���À�r�#���*�«���p�À�«�«�����g�*�O���*�r�7�	���®�*� �¸�*�p���*�£���”�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�•��� �J�¸�¸� �«�������C�£�À�*�r�*�+�â�J�ÿ�O�r���#�*��
�#�ÿ�+�O�«�¸�+�À�r�«�*�£�+�#�*�r�d�p�ÿ�g�+�À�r�#�+�*�«�+�p�À�«�«�+���g�*�O���*�r���!
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http://www.orac.ie/website/orac/oracwebsite.nsf/page/eudublinIIIregulation-main-en
https://gruene-xhain.de/da-ist-unser-denkmal-und-es-muss-bleiben/
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A video on social media that in the meantime has been removed, showed 
�I�{�Ü�� �·�I�)�� �þ�q�{�q�â�o�{�¿�ª�� �þ���·�N�Û�N�ª�·�ª�� ���f�f�)�"�� �·�I�)�� �I�{�f�f�{�Ü�� �ª�·�)�)�f�� ���þ�ª�·�� �Ü�N�·�I�� ���{�q���¢�)�·�)�� �þ�q�"��
�ª���¢�)�Ü�)�"���·�I�)���ª�N�B�q���·�{���·�I�)���B�¢�{�¿�q�"���"�¿�¢�N�q�B���·�I�)���)�þ�¢�f�â���I�{�¿�¢�ª���{�A���·�I�)���o�{�¢�q�N�q�B�����9�à�)��
hope that this will initially create irritation and give people a task,” one of the 
�þ���·�N�Û�N�ª�·�ª���ª�þ�N�"���{�q�����þ�o�)�¢�þ�������·���·�I�)�����)�B�N�q�q�N�q�B���{�A���•���·�{���)�¢�����·�I�)�â���ª�)�q�·���þ�q���{�Ÿ�)�q���f�)�·�·�)�¢��

to the district, demand-
ing that the memorial be 
preserved at the site. An 
online petition that was 
launched at the same time 
supported this idea and 
gained more than 3,300 
signatures. 

�F�)�¢�þ�·�� �f�{���þ�c���� �þ�q�� �þ���·�N�Û-
ist of color and member 
�{�A�� �·�I�)�� �h�)�ü�·�� �£�þ�¢�·�â���� �þ�f�ª�{��
signed the petition and 
can imagine keeping the 
monument in its current 
location permanently. As 
�•�¢�þ�q�N�)�q�Ÿ�f�þ�·�ì���N�ª���{�q�)���{�A���·�I�)��
���)�q�·�¢�þ�f�� �ª�¡�¿�þ�¢�)�ª�� �N�q�� �f�¢�)�¿�ì-
berg, the many people 
who linger and walk in the 
park will see it, he told �·�þ�ì����
the daily German newspa-
per (Hartmann 2020). In 

his opinion, the district will agree to the demands and preserve the mon-
ument. A spokeswoman for the district also announced that there is a gen-
�)�¢�þ�f���Ü�N�f�f���·�{���o�þ�N�q�·�þ�N�q���N�·�������)�¢�)�A�{�¢�)�����·�I�)���o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f���N�·�ª�)�f�A���ª�I�{�¿�f�"���q�{�·�����)���¢�)�Ÿ�f�þ���)�"����
Instead, the open cases of racist killings, especially against people in police 
���¿�ª�·�{�"�â�����ª�¿���I���þ�ª���•�¿�¢�â���d�þ�f�f�{�I�����ª�I�{�¿�f�"�����)���ª�{�f�Û�)�"���þ�q�"���·�I�)���Ÿ�)�¢�Ÿ�)�·�¢�þ�·�{�¢�ª�����¢�{�¿�B�I�·��
to justice. 

�F�O�C�À�£�*���•���•���������p�*�p�|�£�O�ÿ�g���|�r���•�£�ÿ�r�O�*�r� �g�ÿ�¸�í���Ý�ÿ�«���*�£�*���¸�*�#��
�|�Ü�*�£�r�O�C�J�¸�����ã���ÿ�r�|�r�ã�p�|�À�«���«���À�g� �¸�|�£�«���ÿ�¸���¸�J�*���*�r�#���|�B��
�®�*� �¸�*�p���*�£���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ�����£�J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J�����t�ÿ�¸�ÿ�«�J�ÿ���������f�*�g�g�ã
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Reclaiming the African Quarter

Berlin is itself a monument that tells (hi)stories and creates memories, many 
of which have been written in and into the city, be it in the names given to 
���)�¢�·�þ�N�q���"�N�ª�·�¢�N���·�ª���� �þ�¢�)�þ�ª���� �{�¢���ª�·�¢�)�)�·�ª���� �{�¢���N�q���·�I�)�� �Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���þ�f�� �)�ò�A�{�¢�·�ª�� �o�þ�"�)�� ���â�����f�þ���c��
communities from the colonial period to the present day. In the 20th century, 
Berlin was divided and stripped of its capital status, only to regain power 
�þ�ü�·�)�¢���¢�)�¿�q�N�����þ�·�N�{�q���þ�q�"���·�I�)���)�á�Ÿ�þ�q�ª�N�{�q���{�A���·�I�)���/�þ�ª�·�����¼�{�"�þ�â�������)�¢�f�N�q���N�ª���{�q�)���{�A���·�I�)��
most important capital cities in Europe and in the world. But, above all, it is 
“the mind of the beast,” �¢�� �þ�� �A�{�¢�o�)�¢�� ���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�� �o�)�·�¢�{�Ÿ�{�f�N�ª�� �Ü�I�)�¢�)�� �N�q�� �•�—�—�“�+�”�� �·�I�)��
idea to divide Africa among the German Empire and other European and 
�q�{�q�.�/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q���ª�·�þ�·�)�ª���Ü�þ�ª�����{�¢�q���#���N�·�c�N�q���þ�q�"���¦�{�ª�)�q�I�þ�ü�·���‘�•�•�”�$��

�����¢�)�f�N�����A�¢�{�o���·�I�N�ª���·�N�o�)���N�q���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���N�ª���·�I�)�����N�·�â�<�ª�����A�¢�N���þ�q���¥�¿�þ�¢�·�)�¢���N�q���·�I�)���à�)�"-
�"�N�q�B���"�N�ª�·�¢�N���·�����•�q�)���o�N�B�I�·���þ�ª�ª�¿�o�)���·�I�þ�·���N�·���Ü�þ�ª���q�þ�o�)�"�����)���þ�¿�ª�)���{�A���·�I�)���q�¿�o���)�¢���{�A��
���A�¢�N���þ�q�ª���Ü�I�{���I�þ�Û�)���f�N�Û�)�"���·�I�)�¢�)�������¿�·���·�I�N�ª���N�ª���q�{�·���·�I�)�����þ�ª�)�������)���¥�¿�þ�¢�·�)�¢���Ü�þ�ª�����¿�N�f�·��
�þ�¢�{�¿�q�"���•�˜�•�•���{�q���·�I�)���{�¿�·�ª�c�N�¢�·�ª���{�A�����)�¢�f�N�q�����f�N�q�c�N�q�B���·�I�)���ª�¿�¢�¢�{�¿�q�"�N�q�B���B�¢�)�)�q���ª�Ÿ�þ���)�ª��
and forests with the city. It was initially constructed to include Germany’s 
largest “human zoo,” in which African people and animals were to be exhib-
�N�·�)�"�� �#�N�{�q�{�f�"�� �‘�•�•�“�$���� �'�)�ª�Ÿ�N�·�)�� �·�I�N�ª�� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���� �þ�� �q�{�·�N���)�þ���f�)�� �q�¿�o���)�¢�� �{�A�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�ª��
have been drawn there in more recent times, most of them coming to Ger-
�o�þ�q�â���þ�ª���ª�·�¿�"�)�q�·�ª���{�¢���¢�)�A�¿�B�)�)�ª�����•�q���þ�¢�¢�N�Û�þ�f���N�q�����)�¢�f�N�q�����·�I�)�â���Ü�)�¢�)���ª�)�q�·���"�N�¢�)���·�f�â���·�{��
�à�)�"�"�N�q�B�����â���A�¢�N�)�q�"�ª���{�¢���þ���¡�¿�þ�N�q�·�þ�q���)�ª�����o�þ�N�q�f�â�����)���þ�¿�ª�)���{�A���·�I�)�����I�)�þ�Ÿ���¢�)�q�·�ª���N�q��
the working-class neighborhood. And if we believe the white German histo-
�¢�N�þ�q���Ã�¢�ª�¿�f�þ���¼�¢�Å�Ÿ�)�¢�������A�¢�N���þ�q�ª���ª�I�{�¿�f�"���N�q���A�þ���·���f�N�Û�)���·�I�)�¢�)�����q�{�·���{�q�f�â�����)���þ�¿�ª�)���{�A���·�I�)��
Quarter’s name, but because she believes that this district should be associ-
ated with the city’s present rather than with its past.�š�™

���N�ª�� �N�"�)�þ�� �ª�¿�¢�)�f�â�� ���{�q�·�¢�þ�"�N���·�ª�� �·�I�)�� �{�¢�N�B�N�q�þ�f�� �N�q�·�)�q�·�N�{�q�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �¥�¿�þ�¢�·�)�¢���� �N�A�� �Ü�)��
take into consideration that Hamburg businessman and animal trader Carl 
Hagenbeck wanted to create a site that would surpass his earlier successes. In 
�•�—�–�“�����I�)���{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�"���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���o�þ�`�{�¢���9�I�¿�o�þ�q���ì�{�{�:�����þ���ª�{�.���þ�f�f�)�"���9�h�þ�Ÿ�f�þ�q�"�)�¢���/�á�I�N-
bition”,  where he had put the Sámi people from northern Europe on show 
in what spectators were to believe were their traditional homes (Dreesbach 
2012). Hagenbeck planned to exceed this early sensationalism that would 

�½�� �����À�¸�J�|�£�9�«���r�|�¸�*��

�µ�´�� ���6���B�£�O�d�ÿ�� �O�p�� �à�*�#�#�O�r�C�7�	�� �d�À�r�*�� �Ž�Œ�	�� �Ž�Œ�•�Œ�� � �J�¸�¸� �«�������O�«�«�À�À�����|�p���ÿ�B�£�O�d�ÿ�Ý�*�#�#�O�r�C���#�|���«���ÿ�B�£�O�d�ÿ�+�O�p�+��
�Ý�*�#�#�O�r�C�!

https://issuu.com/afrikawedding/docs/afrika-im-wedding
https://issuu.com/afrikawedding/docs/afrika-im-wedding
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become the model for all those that followed, and with the new African 
�¥�¿�þ�¢�·�)�¢���I�)���I�{�Ÿ�)�"���·�{���{�Û�)�¢�ª�I�þ�"�{�Ü�����)�¢�f�N�q�<�ª�����¢�ª�·�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���)�á�I�N���N�·�N�{�q�����Ü�I�N���I���I�þ�"��
�{�Ÿ�)�q�)�"���N�q���¼�¢�)�Ÿ�·�{�Ü�)�¢���£�þ�¢�c���{�q���r�þ�â���•�����•�—�˜�•���þ�·�·�¢�þ���·�N�q�B���þ�¢�{�¿�q�"���–���o�N�f�f�N�{�q���Û�N�ª�N�·�{�¢�ª����

�£�þ�¢�·�f�â�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�"�� ���â�� �G�)�¢�o�þ�q�â�<�ª�� �F�{�¢�)�N�B�q�� �•�ò�����)�� �þ�q�"�� �Ÿ�þ�¢�·�f�â�� ���q�þ�q���)�"�� �Ÿ�¢�N-
vately, the exhibition was intended to rekindle public interest in the Ger-
�o�þ�q���/�o�Ÿ�N�¢�)���þ�ü�·�)�¢���â�)�þ�¢�ª���{�A���o�N�ª�o�þ�q�þ�B�)�o�)�q�·���þ�q�"���Ÿ�¿���f�N�����ª���þ�q�"�þ�f�ª�����S�·���A�)�þ�·�¿�¢�)�"��
exhibits on colonial hygiene and medicine, a common theme at the time, 
replicas of administrative buildings, and examples of colonial goods such as 
�N�Û�{�¢�â�� �þ�q�"�� ���{���{�þ���� ���)�� �ª�Ÿ�)���·�þ���f�)�� �f�þ�ª�·�)�"�� �A�{�¢�� �þ�f�o�{�ª�·�� �ª�N�á�� �o�{�q�·�I�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �{�¢�N�B�N-
nally designed to compete with earlier world exhibitions in Paris and London, 
to promote the German economy, and to demonstrate the growing global 
�N�o�Ÿ�{�¢�·�þ�q���)���{�A���·�I�)�����{�¿�q�·�¢�â���þ�q�"���N�·�ª�����þ�Ÿ�N�·�þ�f�������)���o�{�ª�·���Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�¢���þ�·�·�¢�þ���·�N�{�q�����I�{�Ü-
ever, was the replica African and Melanesian villages, populated with over 
100 individuals from overseas (ibd.).

Hagenbeck’s ambitions to turn the African Quarter into a “human zoo” 
�Ü�)�¢�)���·�I�Ü�þ�¢�·�)�"�����â���·�I�)���{�¿�·���¢�)�þ�c���{�A���à�{�¢�f�"���à�þ�¢���•�q�)�����I�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢�����þ�ª���I�N�ª�����¿�ª�N�q�)�ª�ª��
contacts pulled out. Yet, the city of Berlin already had a design in place, with 
its “African Street” (Afrikanische Straße) at the center, an urban monument 
���{�q�ª�·�¢�¿���·�)�"���N�q���•�—�˜�˜���·�{���ª�â�o���{�f�N�ì�)���·�I�)���Ÿ�{�Ü�)�¢���{�A���·�I�)���G�)�¢�o�þ�q���/�o�Ÿ�N�¢�)�����h�N�q�c�)�"��
�·�{�� �N�·�� �Ü�)�¢�)�� �{�·�I�)�¢�� �ª�·�¢�)�)�·�ª���� �h�Å�"�)�¢�N�·�ì�ª�·�¢�þ�¶�)�� �N�q�� �•�˜�•�‘���� �G�¿�N�q�)�þ�ª�·�¢�þ�¶�)���N�q�� �•�˜�•�’���� �þ�q�"��
�¼�¢�þ�q�ª�Û�þ�þ�f�ª�·�¢�þ�¶�)�� �N�q�� �•�˜�•�–���� �t�þ���I�·�N�B�þ�f�Ÿ�f�þ�·�ì���� �à�N�q�"�I�¿�c�)�¢�� �®�·�¢�þ�¶�)���þ�q�"�� �®�Ü�þ�c�{�Ÿ-
�o�¿�q�"�)�¢�� �®�·�¢�þ�¶�)�� �A�{�f�f�{�Ü�)�"�� �N�q�� �•�˜�•�•���� ���)�ª�)�� �)�á�Ÿ�f�N���N�·�� �¢�)�A�)�¢�)�q���)�ª�� �Ü�)�¢�)�� �ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�f�)-
mented by names of places and countries that were not directly under Ger-
man rule but played a key role in the colonial division of the continent, such 
�þ�ª�� �9� �{�q�B�{�� �®�·�¢�)�)�·�:�� �#�q�þ�o�)�"�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �·�I�)�� �o�þ�N�q�� �þ�¢�)�q�þ�� �{�A�� ���)�f�B�N�þ�q�� ���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�N�ª�o���� �þ�ª��
�"�)�ª���¢�N���)�"�� �N�q�� � �I�þ�Ÿ�·�)�¢�� �‘�$�� �þ�q�"�� �9�ð�þ�q�ì�N���þ�¢�� �®�·�¢�)�)�·���:�� ���{�·�I�� �"�þ�·�N�q�B���A�¢�{�o�� �•�˜�•�‘���� �#���)��
island of Zanzibar was annexed by the German Empire in 1885 but given to 
�G�¢�)�þ�·�����¢�N�·�þ�N�q���`�¿�ª�·�����Û�)���â�)�þ�¢�ª���f�þ�·�)�¢���N�q���)�á���I�þ�q�B�)���A�{�¢���·�I�)���N�ª�f�þ�q�"���{�A���N�)�f�N�B�{�f�þ�q�"���N�q��
�·�I�)���t�{�¢�·�I���®�)�þ���$���•�Û�)�¢���”�•���â�)�þ�¢�ª�����A�¢�{�o���•�—�˜�˜���·�{���•�˜�”�—�����ª�·�¢�)�)�·���q�þ�o�)�ª���Ü�N�·�I�����A�¢�N���þ�q��
and colonial references were added, the most recent being “Ghana Street,” 
�q�þ�o�)�"���N�q���•�˜�”�—���ª�I�{�¢�·�f�â���þ�ü�·�)�¢���G�I�þ�q�þ�<�ª���N�q�"�)�Ÿ�)�q�"�)�q���)���A�¢�{�o���G�¢�)�þ�·�����¢�N�·�þ�N�q�����r�þ�q�â��
�Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���þ�¢�)���¿�q�þ�Ü�þ�¢�)���·�I�þ�·���Ÿ�þ�¢�·�ª���{�A���G�I�þ�q�þ���·�I�þ�·���A�{�¢�o�)�¢�f�â�����)�f�{�q�B�)�"���·�{���¼�{�B�{�f�þ�q�"��
were once colonized by Germany before its Empire was forced to give up its 
���{�f�{�q�N�)�ª���·�{���·�I�)�����f�f�N�)�ª���þ�ª���þ���¢�)�ª�¿�f�·���{�A���·�I�)���¼�¢�)�þ�·�â���{�A���ß�)�¢�ª�þ�N�f�f�)�ª���þ�ü�·�)�¢���à�{�¢�f�"���à�þ�¢��
�•�q�)���#�N�{�q�{�f�"���‘�•�•�“�$��

Untouched by the war, the African Quarter was developed and estates 
built, such as Friedrich-Ebert-Siedlung, where residents established small 



Chapter 1. Black Berlin31

�B�þ�¢�"�)�q�ª�� �þ�q�"�� ���¿�N�f�·�� �ª�I�)�"�ª���� �N�q�� ���{�q�·�¢�þ�ª�·�� �·�{�� �{�·�I�)�¢�� �þ�¢�)�þ�ª�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �à�)�"�"�N�q�B�� �{�A�� �·�I�)��
�•�˜�‘�•�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �•�˜�’�•�ª���� �r�{�ª�·�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�ª�)�� �B�þ�¢�"�)�q�ª�� �Ü�)�¢�)�� �ª�o�þ�f�f�� �þ�q�"�� �"�N�ª�{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�"���� ���¿�·��
�·�I�)�� �9�'�þ�¿�)�¢�c�{�f�{�q�N�)�� �¼�{�B�{�:�� �#�£�)�¢�o�þ�q�)�q�·�� � �{�f�{�q�â�� �¼�{�B�{�$���� �A�{�¿�q�"�)�"�� �N�q�� �•�˜�’� �̃��� �ª�·�{�{�"��
out. Incorporating the colonial and imperial ideology ascribed in the Quar-
ter’s name, the title of the allotment re-enacted the colonial past and beca-
me a symbolic contribution to the “cultivation” of an allegedly “uncultivated” 
�·�)�¢�¢�N�·�{�¢�â�������N�ª���þ���·�N�Û�)�f�â���ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·�)�"���·�I�)���t�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f���®�{���N�þ�f�N�ª�·���£�þ�¢�·�â�<�ª���Ÿ�¢�{�Ÿ�þ�B�þ�q�"�þ��
on recolonizing the African continent, which, for the Black community in 
Berlin, corresponded with the sign displaying the garden’s name in big bold 
�f�)�·�·�)�¢�ª���þ���{�Û�)���N�·�ª���)�q�·�¢�þ�q���)�������)���·�N�·�f�)���{�A���·�I�)���B�þ�¢�"�)�q���þ�ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q���Ü�þ�ª�����I�þ�q�B�)�"���·�{��
�9�f�f�)�N�q�B�þ�¢�·�)�q�Û�)�¢�)�N�q���¼�{�B�{�:���#�®�o�þ�f�f���G�þ�¢�"�)�q�����ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q���¼�{�B�{�$���N�q���·�I�)���•�˜�—�•�ª�������¿�·����
�þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �q�¿�o�)�¢�{�¿�ª�� �"�N�ª�Ÿ�¿�·�)�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �A�{�f�f�{�Ü�N�q�B�� �Ÿ�¿���f�N���� �þ�q�"�� ���q�þ�q���N�þ�f�� �ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·�� �A�¢�{�o��
�·�I�)�� �o�þ�â�{�¢�<�ª�� �{�ò�����)�� �þ�ª�� �Ü�)�f�f�� �þ�ª�� �A�¢�{�o�� �{�·�I�)�¢�� �®�{���N�þ�f�� �'�)�o�{���¢�þ�·�N���� �Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���N�þ�q�ª���� �N�·��
�)�Û�)�q�·�¿�þ�f�f�â�����I�þ�q�B�)�"���·�{���9�'�þ�¿�)�¢�.�f�f�)�N�q�B�þ�¢�·�)�q�Û�)�¢�)�N�q���¼�•�G�•�:���#�£�)�¢�o�þ�q�)�q�·���®�o�þ�f�f��
�G�þ�¢�"�)�q�����ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q���¼�{�B�{�$���N�q���‘�•�•�“�����à�N�·�I���·�I�N�ª���¢�)�q�þ�o�N�q�B�����·�I�)�����A�¢�N���þ�q���¥�¿�þ�¢�·�)�¢��
�þ���·�¿�þ�f�f�â���o�{�Û�)�"���þ���ª�·�)�Ÿ���·�{�Ü�þ�¢�"�����)���{�o�N�q�B���o�{�¢�)���9���A�¢�N���þ�q�:���#�F�þ�¿�ª�·���‘�•�•�“�$��

�S�q���‘�•�•�•�����·�I�)���"�N�ª�·�¢�N���·�����{�¿�q���N�f���"�)���N�"�)�"���·�{���o�þ�c�)���·�I�)�����A�¢�N���þ�q���¥�¿�þ�¢�·�)�¢���þ�q���{�ò��-
cial site of learning about and remembrance of German colonialism, its per-
���)�Ÿ�·�N�{�q�����þ�q�"���·�I�)���ª�·�¢�¿�B�B�f�)���A�{�¢���N�q�"�)�Ÿ�)�q�"�)�q���)���{�A�����A�¢�N���þ�q���ª�·�þ�·�)�ª�����à�N�·�I���A�¿�q�"�N�q�B��
from Aktionsräume Plus, a program that aimed to improve socio-spatial and 
urban development, the project involved residents, schools, young people, 
�þ�q�"���Û�þ�¢�N�{�¿�ª�����N�Û�N�f���ª�{���N�)�·�â���þ���·�{�¢�ª�������)���{���`�)���·�N�Û�)���Ü�þ�ª���·�{�����¢�)�þ�·�)�����)�·�·�)�¢���{�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·�¿�q�N-
ties for the residents of this low-income area, with education given priority 
�N�q���{�¢�"�)�¢���·�{���{�Ÿ�)�q���¿�Ÿ���q�)�Ü���Ÿ�)�¢�ª�Ÿ�)���·�N�Û�)�ª�����)�ª�Ÿ�)���N�þ�f�f�â���A�{�¢���â�{�¿�q�B���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)�������)���N�q�N�·�N�þ-
tive was also linked to the basic goal of identifying urban problem areas more 
quickly and more precisely through improved networking, communication, 
�þ�q�"�����{�{�¢�"�N�q�þ�·�N�{�q���þ�·���·�I�)���f�)�Û�)�f���{�A���·�I�)���ª�)�q�þ�·�)���þ�q�"���·�I�)���"�N�ª�·�¢�N���·�ª���þ�q�"�����q�"�N�q�B���ª�{�f�¿-
tions among all those involved on an interdisciplinary basis. By embedding 
German colonialism and its implications in a modern understanding of 
democracy, human rights, and peaceful coexistence, this approach extended 
���)�â�{�q�"���þ���ª�I�{���c�N�q�B���¢�)�o�N�q�"�)�¢���{�A���Ÿ�þ�ª�·���N�q�`�¿�ª�·�N���)�ª���þ�q�"���N�q�ª�·�)�þ�"���{�ò�A�)�¢�)�"���þ�����{�o�Ÿ�)�f-
ling contribution to the decolonization of Berlin’s society and culture. 

A board of directors was set up to advise on the selection of projects and 
to involve activists and experts from Black communities as equal partners. 
In this context, tours of the African Quarter were organized on various occa-
�ª�N�{�q�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �A�{�¢�� �"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·�� �þ�¿�"�N�)�q���)�ª���� ���� �"�N�B�N�·�þ�f�� �o�þ�Ÿ�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �‘�‘�� �ª�·�¢�)�)�·�ª���Ü�þ�ª�� �þ�f�ª�{��
developed to provide a descriptive, methodical, and didactic overview of the 
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�þ�¢�)�þ���Ü�N�·�I���þ�¿�"�N�{�����f�)�ª�����B�¢�þ�Ÿ�I�N���ª�����Ÿ�N���·�¿�¢�)�ª�����I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N���þ�f���"�{���¿�o�)�q�·�ª�����Ÿ�{�)�o�ª�����ª�{�q�B�ª����
and interviews.�š�š���•�q�)���â�)�þ�¢���f�þ�·�)�¢�����þ���o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f���Ÿ�f�þ�¡�¿�)���Ü�þ�ª���Ÿ�f�þ���)�"���{�q���·�I�)�����{�¢�q�)�¢��
�{�A�� �•�·�þ�Ü�N�ª�·�¢�þ�¶�)���r�Å�f�f�)�¢�ª�·�¢�þ�¶�)���� �¢�)�A�)�¢�¢�N�q�B�� �·�{�� �·�I�)�� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�� �¥�¿�þ�¢-
ter. Instigated by the Street Initiative, a group of African and Afro-German 
organizations and their allies, the information board includes two texts that 
�¢�)�ô �f�)���·�� �·�I�)�� �o�¿�f�·�N�Ÿ�f�)�� �Ÿ�)�¢�ª�Ÿ�)���·�N�Û�)�ª�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �þ�¢�)�þ�<�ª�� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â�� �+�� �{�q�)�� �Ü�¢�N�·�·�)�q�����â�� �·�I�)��
Social Democratic Party, the second by the Street Initiative (Diallo and Zeller 
2013). 

�S�q���‘�•�•�–�����·�I�)���)�"�N�·�{�¢�N�þ�f���{�ò�����)�ª���{�A���·�I�)�����A�¢�N���þ�q���o�þ�B�þ�ì�N�q�)���h�{�t�þ�o had already 
�o�{�Û�)�"���·�{���à�)�"�"�N�q�B�����¢�)�þ�f�N�ì�N�q�B���·�I�þ�·���N�·���Ü�þ�ª���·�I�)�����)�ª�·���Ÿ�f�þ���)���·�{���ª�)�f�f���·�I�)���•�•���•�•�•�����{�Ÿ-
�N�)�ª���{�A���)�þ���I���N�ª�ª�¿�)�����à�I�N�f�)���q�{�·���ª�¿�B�þ�¢�.���{�þ�·�N�q�B���·�I�)���A�þ���·�ª�����·�I�)���o�þ�B�þ�ì�N�q�)���Ü�þ�q�·�)�"���·�{��
distance itself from negative media coverage. As the editorial team states on 
�h�{�t�þ�o�<�ª���I�{�o�)�Ÿ�þ�B�)��

�S�r�� �#�|�O�r�C�� �«�|�	�� �Ý�*�� �Ý�ÿ�r�¸�� �¸�|�� �#�O�ó�B�*�£�*�r�¸�O�ÿ�¸�*�� �|�À�£�«�*�g�Ü�*�«�� �B�£�|�p�� �¸�J�*�� ���B�£�|� �*�«�«�O�p�O�«�¸�O����
�p�*�#�O�ÿ�	���Ý�J�O���J���p�ÿ�O�r�g�ã���«�J�|�Ý���Ý�ÿ�£�	���B�ÿ�p�O�r�*���ÿ�r�#���p�O�«�*�£�ã�	���ÿ�«���Ý�*�g�g���ÿ�«���B�£�|�p���¸�J�|�«�*���¸�J�ÿ�¸��
�|�r�g�ã���*�p� �J�ÿ�«�O�í�*���¸�J�*��� �|�«�O�¸�O�Ü�*���¸�J�O�r�C�«���ÿ���|�À�¸�����B�£�O���ÿ���—�˜

���)�����N�o�{�q�·�I�f�â���o�þ�B�þ�ì�N�q�)���Ü�þ�ª���f�þ�¿�q���I�)�"���N�q���r�þ�¢���I���‘�•�•�”���þ�q�"���N�ª���Ü�¢�N�·�·�)�q���N�q���G�)�¢-
man for both Germans and Africans living in Germany. Since the publication 
depends on its readers, it was a good choice to move to the African Quarter, 
�)�"�N�·�{�¢���N�)�¢�Û�*���¼���I�)�¿�o�)�f�)�¿���)�á�Ÿ�f�þ�N�q�)�"���·�{���·�þ�ì���#�ß�{�f�f�o�¿�·�I���‘�•�•�—�$�������)�N�q�B���f�{���þ�·�)�"���N�q��
�·�I�)���I�)�þ�¢�·���{�A���à�)�"�"�N�q�B�����·�I�)���q�)�Ü�ª���N�·���¢�)�Ÿ�{�¢�·�ª���{�q���{�����¿�¢�ª���¢�N�B�I�·���{�q���N�·�ª���"�{�{�¢�ª�·�)�Ÿ���þ�q�"��
�þ���f�{�·���{�A���¢�)�þ�"�)�¢�ª���{�ü�·�)�q���"�¢�{�Ÿ�����â���·�I�)���{�ò�����)���·�{���{�ò�A�)�¢�����¢�ª�·�.�I�þ�q�"���N�q�A�{�¢�o�þ�·�N�{�q��

�F�¿�¢�·�I�)�¢�o�{�¢�)���� �·�I�)�� �ß�)�¢�þ�.�N�)�â�)�¢�.���¢���I�N�Û���� �þ�� �f�N���¢�þ�¢�â�� �A�{�¢�� ���f�þ���c�� �f�N�·�)�¢�þ�·�¿�¢�)�� �þ�q�"��
�o�)�"�N�þ�� �¢�¿�q�� ���â�� �·�I�)�� �q�{�q�.�Ÿ�¢�{���·�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�� �/�þ���I�� �•�q�)�� �¼�)�þ���I�� �•�q�)�� �#�/�•�¼�•�$����
�{�Ÿ�)�q�)�"�� �N�·�ª�� �"�{�{�¢�ª�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�� �¥�¿�þ�¢�·�)�¢�� �{�q�� �r�þ�¢���I�� �‘�•���� �‘�•�•�“���� �·�I�)�� �S�q�·�)�¢�q�þ-
�·�N�{�q�þ�f���'�þ�â���A�{�¢���·�I�)���/�f�N�o�N�q�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A���¦�þ���N�þ�f���'�N�ª���¢�N�o�N�q�þ�·�N�{�q�����ß�)�¢�þ���N�)�â�)�¢���Ü�þ�ª���þ�q��
���A�¢�{�.�G�)�¢�o�þ�q�����{�¢�q���N�q���•�˜�“�•���þ�q�"���¢�þ�N�ª�)�"���N�q���þ�����I�N�f�"�¢�)�q�<�ª���I�{�o�)���q�)�þ�¢���F�¢�þ�q�c�A�¿�¢�·���þ�o��
Main. She began collecting and cataloging the works of Black authors in the 
�•�˜�–�•�ª�����N�)�¢���Û�N�ª�N�{�q���·�{���{�q�)���"�þ�â���{�Ÿ�)�q���þ���f�N���¢�þ�¢�â���·�{���·�I�)���Ÿ�¿���f�N�����Ü�þ�ª�����q�þ�f�f�â���¢�)�þ�f�N�ì�)�"��
�N�q���‘�•�•�“�����þ�f�o�{�ª�·���‘�•���â�)�þ�¢�ª���þ�ü�·�)�¢���I�)�¢���¿�q�·�N�o�)�f�â���"�)�þ�·�I�����/�•�¼�•���I�þ�ª���Ÿ�¿�¢�ª�¿�)�"���N�)�â-
er’s dream and has grown over the years to become a reference library with 

�µ�µ�� �����B�£�O���ÿ�r���¥�À�ÿ�£�¸�*�£�	���ÿ��� �g�ÿ���*���|�B���g�*�ÿ�£�r�O�r�C���ÿ�r�#���£�*�p�*�p���£�ÿ�r���*�	�����*�£�g�O�r�����'�O�C�O�¸�ÿ�g���p�ÿ� ���Ý�O�¸�J���¸�*�â�¸�«���ÿ�r�#��
�«�|�À�r�#���£�*���|�£�#�O�r�C�«�����J�¸�¸� �������Ý�Ý�Ý���•� �g�À�«�â���#�*���g�*�|�+�«�O�¸�*��

�µ�¶�� ���h�|�t�ÿ�p���#�ÿ�«�����B�£�O�d�ÿ�+�r�ÿ�C�ÿ�í�O�r�����J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���g�|�r�ÿ�p���#�*���ÿ���|�À�¸��
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�o�{�¢�)���·�I�þ�q���–���•�•�•�����{�{�c�ª�����¼�{�"�þ�â�����N�·���N�ª���Ÿ�þ�¢�·���{�A���þ���"�)�o�{���¢�þ���â���Ÿ�¢�{�B�¢�þ�o���A�¿�q�"�)�"�����â��
�·�I�)���F�)�"�)�¢�þ�f���r�N�q�N�ª�·�¢�â���A�{�¢���F�þ�o�N�f�â�����ò�A�þ�N�¢�ª�����®�)�q�N�{�¢��� �N�·�N�ì�)�q�ª�����à�{�o�)�q���þ�q�"���æ�{�¿�·�I���š�œ 
���)���q�þ�o�)���/�þ���I���•�q�)���¼�)�þ���I���•�q�)���Ü�þ�ª�����{�N�q�)�"�����â�����¢�N�·�N���þ�f���¢�)�ª�N�ª�·�þ�q���)���o�{�Û�)�o�)�q�·�ª��
in times of enslavement and colonialism to highlight the importance of 
access to formal education and the need to share knowledge within Black 
families and communities. 

���ª���Ÿ�þ�¢�·���{�A���·�I�)���þ�¢�)�þ�<�ª���¢�)�ª�¿�¢�B�)�q���)�����·�I�)���à�)�"�"�N�q�B���¦�)�q�þ�N�ª�ª�þ�q���)���ª�Ü�)�Ÿ�·���·�I�¢�{�¿�B�I��
the district, with the goal of changing its negative perception – at least during 
the weekend of September 11–13, 2020, when the festival took place. Based 
on the Harlem Renaissance in the USA, Black German artists, poets, authors, 
and musicians took over the neighborhood, reclaiming the space and creating 
a temporary site for freedom of Black expression. In the same way as the Har-
lem Renaissance had laid the foundation for the Civil Rights Movement in the 
USA 100 years earlier, the event was decentralized throughout the district and 
aimed to comment on and critique the existing racial structures of German 
�ª�{���N�)�·�â���� �•�q�)�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�¢�ª���� �N�þ�ª�ª�þ�q�þ�·�{�¿�� ���þ�I���� �ª�Ÿ�{�c�)�� �·�{���¦�{�ª�þ�r�þ�B, a Black 
online lifestyle magazine that has been documenting the multifaceted worlds 
�{�A�����f�þ���c���Ü�{�o�)�q���N�q���G�)�¢�o�þ�q�â�������¿�ª�·�¢�N�þ�����þ�q�"���®�Ü�N�·�ì�)�¢�f�þ�q�"���ª�N�q���)���‘�•�•�˜��

�¼�J�*�� �à�*�#�#�O�r�C�� �¦�*�r�ÿ�O�«�«�ÿ�r���*�� �«�¸�ÿ�r�#�«�� �B�|�£�� ���g�ÿ���d�� �Ã�r�O�¸�ã�	�� ���g�ÿ���d�� �£�|�Ý�*�£�	�� �ÿ�r�#�� ���g�ÿ���d��
�/�â���*�g�g�*�r���*���� �S�¸�9�«�� �p�|�«�¸�g�ã�� �ÿ���|�À�¸�� ���g�ÿ���d�� ���|�J�*�«�O�|�r���� ���g�ÿ���d�� �Ã�r�O�¸�ã�� �p�*�ÿ�r�«�� ���*���|�p�O�r�C��
�ÿ�� �À�r�O�¸�	�� � �£�|�p�|�¸�O�r�C�� �«�|�g�O�#�ÿ�£�O�¸�ã�� �ÿ�p�|�r�C�� ���g�ÿ���d�«�� �ÿ�r�#�� �*�â� �ÿ�r�#�O�r�C�� �¸�J�*�� ���|�p�p�À�r�O�¸�ã����
���g�ÿ���d�� �£�|�Ý�*�£�� �O�«�� �ÿ���|�À�¸�� �|�À�£�� ���|�g�g�ÿ���|�£�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�� �O�r�� ���*�£�g�O�r�	�� �G�*�£�p�ÿ�r�ã�	�� �ÿ�r�#�� �ÿ�£�|�À�r�#�� �¸�J�*��
�Ý�|�£�g�#�����¼�J�O�«���O�«���Ý�J�*�£�*���|�À�£�����g�ÿ���d���/�â���*�g�g�*�r���*���#�£�ÿ�Ý�«�����à�|�£�d���¸�J�ÿ�¸���£�*�ÿ���J�*�«�����*�ã�|�r�#��
�¸�J�*���G�*�£�p�ÿ�r�����|�£�#�*�£�«�	���¸�|�����B�£�O���ÿ�	���¸�|���¸�J�*�����g�ÿ���d���#�O�ÿ�«� �|�£�ÿ�«���O�r���¸�J�*���Ã�®�����ÿ�r�#�����p�*�£�O�+
���ÿ�«��� �£�ÿ�£���*�ã���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ�!���—�š

���f�·�I�{�¿�B�I���à�)�"�"�N�q�B���I�þ�ª�����)�)�q���"�)�Û�)�f�{�Ÿ�N�q�B���Ÿ�{�ª�N�·�N�Û�)�f�â���A�{�¢���·�I�)�����f�þ���c�����{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â��
over the years, there is still a long way to go before the African Quarter is 
no longer associated with its colonial past. However, with the renaming of 
important streets in the area, as shown below, the African Quarter is rewrit-
ing urban history from a Black perspective and moving a step closer to alter-
ing the perception of Black people in Germany and beyond.

�µ�·�� ���à�*���«�O�¸�*���|�B���¸�J�*���r�|�r�+� �£�|�ÿ�¸���|�£�C�ÿ�r�O�í�ÿ�¸�O�|�r���/�•�¼�•�����J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���*�|�¸�|�+�ÿ�£���J�O�Ü���#�*��

�µ��̧� ���¼�£�ÿ�r�«�g�ÿ�¸�*�#�����ã���¸�J�*���ÿ�À�¸�J�|�£��
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Remembering Black German Liberation

�¼�)���I�q�N���þ�f�f�â���� �·�I�)�� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â�� �{�A�� �¢�)�ª�N�ª�·�þ�q���)�� �N�ª�� �þ�ª�� �{�f�"�� �þ�ª�� �·�I�)�� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â�� �{�A�� ���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f-
�N�ª�o�� �N�·�ª�)�f�A���� ���ü�·�)�¢�� �·�I�)�� �ª�¿�����)�ª�ª�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·�� �£�þ�q�.���A�¢�N���þ�q�� ���{�q�A�)�¢�)�q���)���N�q�� �h�{�q�"�{�q��
�N�q�� �•�˜�•�•�� �#�ª�)�)�� � �I�þ�Ÿ�·�)�¢�� �’�$���� �·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·�� �£�þ�q�.���A�¢�N���þ�q�� � �{�q�B�¢�)�ª�ª�� �·�{�{�c�� �Ÿ�f�þ���)���N�q�� �£�þ�¢�N�ª��
�N�q�� �•�˜�•�˜���� �G�)�¢�o�þ�q�â�� �I�þ�"�� �`�¿�ª�·�� ���)�)�q�� �"�)�A�)�þ�·�)�"�� �N�q�� �à�{�¢�f�"�� �à�þ�¢�� �•�q�)���� �þ�q�"�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �·�I�)��
�ª�N�B�q�N�q�B���{�A���·�I�)���¼�¢�)�þ�·�â���{�A���ß�)�¢�ª�þ�N�f�f�)�ª���·�I�)�����{�¿�q�·�¢�â�<�ª�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���)�o�Ÿ�N�¢�)���I�þ�"���)�q�"�)�"����
���)�� �Ü�{�¢�f�"�� �Ü�þ�ª�� ���I�þ�q�B�N�q�B�� �N�q�)�á�{�¢�þ���f�â���� ���)���{�o�N�q�B�� �N�q���¢�)�þ�ª�N�q�B�f�â�� �¿�q�ª�·�þ���f�)���� ���N�o-
ing to decolonize the African countries and to unify the peoples who had 
been torn apart by arbitrary colonial borders, Pan-Africanism continued to 
emerge as a link between many African liberation movements and the Afri-
���þ�q���"�N�þ�ª�Ÿ�{�¢�þ�����S�q�ô �f�¿�)�q�·�N�þ�f���N�q���·�I�N�ª���B�¢�{�Ü�N�q�B���¢�)�ª�N�ª�·�þ�q���)���{�A���·�I�)���f�þ�·�)���•�˜�•�•�ª���þ�q�"���)�þ�¢�f�â��
�•�˜�‘�•�ª���Ü�)�¢�)�����f�þ���c���N�q�·�)�f�f�)���·�¿�þ�f�ª���þ�q�"���Ü�{�¢�c�)�¢�ª���Ü�I�{���ª�I�þ�¢�)�"���·�I�)���Û�N�ª�N�{�q���{�A���þ���¿�q�N���)�"��
���A�¢�N���þ�q���ª�·�þ�·�)���þ�q�"���·�I�)���)�q�"���{�A���¢�þ���N�þ�f���I�N�)�¢�þ�¢���I�N�)�ª���þ�q�"���)�á�Ÿ�f�{�N�·�þ�·�N�{�q�����à�����/�����������'�¿��
Bois, Marcus Garvey, and George Padmore are considered among the most 
important pioneers of this era. However, there were numerous Black fem-
�N�q�N�ª�·�ª���� �Ü�I�{�� �Ü�)�¢�)�� �þ�f�ª�{�� �N�q�ô �f�¿�)�q�·�N�þ�f�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �¢�N�ª�)�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �£�þ�q�.���A�¢�N���þ�q�� �o�{�Û�)�o�)�q�·����
Maria Mandessi Bell from Cameroon, the sisters Paulette and Jeanne Nardal 
from Martinique, Mabel Dove Danquah from Ghana and Claudia Jones from 
�¼�¢�N�q�N�"�þ�"���þ�o�{�q�B���{�·�I�)�¢�ª��

���)�·�Ü�)�)�q�� �•�—�˜�‘�� �þ�q�"�� �•�—�˜�“���� �"�¿�¢�N�q�B�� �·�I�)�� �I�)�â�"�þ�â�� �{�A�� �G�)�¢�o�þ�q�� ���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�N�ª�o���� �'�¿��
Bois spent formative years of his young adult life in Berlin, where he studied 
�þ�·�� �N�¿�o���{�f�"�·�� �Ã�q�N�Û�)�¢�ª�N�·�â���� �A�{�¢�o�)�¢�f�â�� �c�q�{�Ü�q�� �þ�ª�� �F�¢�N�)�"�¢�N���I�.�à�N�f�I�)�f�o�� �Ã�q�N�Û�)�¢�ª�N�·�â����
���¢�{�¿�B�I�{�¿�·���·�I�N�ª���Ÿ�)�¢�N�{�"�����I�)���)�á�Ÿ�)�¢�N�)�q���)�"���G�)�¢�o�þ�q�â���þ�ª���þ���9���¿�f�·�¿�¢�)���N�q���ª�)�þ�¢���I���{�A��
�þ�� �q�þ�·�N�{�q�:�� �#�'�¿�� ���{�N�ª�� �•�˜�“�•���� �•�’�•�$���� �à�N�·�I�� �·�I�N�ª�� �¡�¿�{�·�)���� �'�¿�� ���{�N�ª�� �"�)�ª���¢�N���)�"�� �q�{�·�� �{�q�f�â��
his lived experience as a marginalized Black man in the USA, but also Ger-
�o�þ�q�â�<�ª���ª�{���N�þ�f���ª�·�¢�¿���·�¿�¢�)���þ�·���·�I�)���)�q�"���{�A���·�I�)���•�˜�·�I�����)�q�·�¿�¢�â�������·�·�¢�þ���·�)�"�����â���•�·�·�{���Û�{�q��
���N�ª�o�þ�¢���c�<�ª�� �N�"�)�þ�� �{�A�� �þ�� �ª�{���N�þ�f�� �ª�â�ª�·�)�o���� �r�þ�á�� �à�)���)�¢�<�ª�� �N�o�Ÿ�f�)�o�)�q�·�þ�·�N�{�q�� �{�A�� �ª�{���N�þ�f��
legislations, and August Bebel’s foundation of the Social Democratic Party, 
�'�¿�����{�N�ª���¢�)�·�¿�¢�q�)�"���·�{���·�I�)���Ã�®�����þ�ü�·�)�¢���I�N�ª���B�¢�þ�q�·���A�{�¢���A�¿�¢�·�I�)�¢���ª�·�¿�"�N�)�ª���Ü�þ�ª���¢�)�`�)���·�)�"����
Back home, he did not simply translate German ideas into US thinking; he 
also merged aspects of German Romanticism with his own concerns for dis-
�)�q�A�¢�þ�q���I�N�ª�)�"���þ�q�"���¿�q�"�)�¢�Ÿ�¢�N�Û�N�f�)�B�)�"�����A�¢�N���þ�q�����o�)�¢�N���þ�q�ª���#�f�)�f�f�â���‘�•�•�•�$����

�S�q�� �•�˜�”�—���� �N�¿�o���{�f�"�·�� �Ã�q�N�Û�)�¢�ª�N�·�â�� �þ�Ü�þ�¢�"�)�"�� �I�N�o�� �þ�q�� �I�{�q�{�¢�þ�¢�â�� �"�{���·�{�¢�þ�·�)�����þ�q�"��
for over 20 years the American Studies Program at the university has been 
�I�{�q�{�¢�N�q�B�� �I�N�ª�� �f�)�B�þ���â�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �·�Ü�{�� �f�)���·�¿�¢�)�� �ª�)�¢�N�)�ª���� �·�I�)�� �à���� �/���� ������ �'�¿�� ���{�N�ª�� �h�)���·�¿�¢�)�ª��
�þ�q�"�� �·�I�)�� �'�N�ª�·�N�q�B�¿�N�ª�I�)�"�� �à���� �/���� ������ �'�¿�����{�N�ª�� �h�)���·�¿�¢�)�ª���� �•�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�"�� ���â���·�I�)�� �®�)�q�þ�·�)��
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Department for Culture and Europe and the Historical Commission of Ber-
lin, a porcelain memorial plaque for the civil rights activist was unveiled at 
�I�N�ª���A�{�¢�o�)�¢�����)�¢�f�N�q���þ�"�"�¢�)�ª�ª���þ�·���•�¢�þ�q�N�)�q�ª�·�¢�þ�¶�)���•�’�•���N�q�����¿�B�¿�ª�·���‘�•�•�˜���#� �{�q�¢�þ�"���‘�•�•�˜�$����
���q�"���N�q���d�þ�q�¿�þ�¢�â���‘�•�‘�‘�����þ���Ÿ�f�þ�¡�¿�)���Ü�þ�ª���N�q�ª�·�þ�f�f�)�"���{�q���·�I�)���B�¢�{�¿�q�"���ô �f�{�{�¢���{�A���N�¿�o���{�f�"�·��
�Ã�q�N�Û�)�¢�ª�N�·�â�<�ª���o�þ�N�q�����¿�N�f�"�N�q�B���q�)�á�·���·�{���·�I�)���)�q�·�¢�þ�q���)���·�{���·�I�)���•�¢���N�ª���N�¿�o���{�f�"�·�N�þ�q�¿�ª����
a club for international 
�ª�·�¿�"�)�q�·�ª���� ���)�� �o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f��
was designed by Hai-
tian-born, Berlin-based 
�þ�¢�·�N�ª�·�� �d�)�þ�q�.�Ã�f�¢�N���c�� �'�*�ª�)�¢�·��
and consists of three 
glass panels showing a 
group photograph of Du 
Bois and other students, 
�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�¿�o�þ���f�â�� �A�¢�{�o�� �•�—�˜�“����
and two later portraits 
of the sociologist. Its 
color scheme is based on 
�·�I�)�� �£�þ�q�.���A�¢�N���þ�q�� �ô �f�þ�B�� �þ�q�"��
thus refers to the Pan-Af-
rican movement.�š�ž

�� �'�¿�� ���{�N�ª�� �N�ª�� �·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·��
African American to be 
�"�N�B�q�N���)�"�� �N�q�� �·�I�N�ª�� �Ü�þ�â�� ���â��
Humboldt University; he 
�N�ª�� �þ�f�ª�{�� �·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·�� �Ÿ�)�¢�ª�{�q�� �·�{��
be honored as a former 
student. Yet, it is import-
ant to stress that many 
young Africans like Maria Mandessi Bell came to Germany during the colonial 
�Ÿ�)�¢�N�{�"���·�{�����)���)�"�¿���þ�·�)�"�������¿�·���·�I�)���o�þ�`�{�¢�N�·�â���Ü�)�¢�)���·�¢�þ�N�q�)�"���þ�ª���{�ò�����)���{�¢���"�{�o�)�ª�·�N�����Ü�{�¢-
�c�)�¢�ª�����•�·�I�)�¢�ª���A�¢�)�¡�¿�)�q�·�f�â���ª�)�¢�Û�)�"���þ�ª���N�q�·�)�¢�Ÿ�¢�)�·�)�¢�ª���A�{�¢�����A�¢�N���þ�q���f�þ�q�B�¿�þ�B�)�ª���þ�·�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f��
�¢�)�ª�)�þ�¢���I�����)�q�·�)�¢�ª���þ�q�"���Ü�N�·�I���·�I�)�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���þ�"�o�N�q�N�ª�·�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���{�ò�����)�ª�����þ�q�"���o�þ�q�â���Ü�{�¢-
ked in the entertainment industry. However, no matter where they came from, 

�µ�¹�� ���6�G�*�#�*�r�d�¸�ÿ�B�*�g���B�Æ�£���#�*�r���®���J�Ý�ÿ�£�í�*�r�����Æ�£�C�*�£�£�*���J�¸�g�*�£���À�r�#���®�|�í�O�|�g�|�C�*�r���à���/���������'�À�����|�O�«�7�	���d�ÿ�r�À�ÿ�£�ã��
�Ž�”�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�Ž��� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���J�À�+���*�£�g�O�r���#�*���#�*��� �£���r�ÿ���J�£�O���J�¸�*�r���a�ÿ�r�À�ÿ�£�+�Ž�Œ�Ž�Ž���r�£�+�Ž�Ž�•�Ž�’�+�•�!

�F�O�C�À�£�*���•���Ž�����r�*�p�|�£�O�ÿ�g��� �g�ÿ�¢�À�*���O�r���J�|�r�|�£���|�B���¸�J�*���«���O�*�r�¸�O�«�¸�	��
�Ý�£�O�¸�*�£�	���ÿ�r�#�����O�Ü�O�g���£�O�C�J�¸�«���ÿ���¸�O�Ü�O�«�¸���à�����/�����������'�À�����|�O�«�	���O�r�«�¸�ÿ�g�g�*�#���O�r��
�¸�J�*���p�ÿ�O�r�����À�O�g�#�O�r�C���|�B���N�À�p���|�g�#�¸���Ã�r�O�Ü�*�£�«�O�¸�ã�����£�J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J����
�t�ÿ�¸�ÿ�«�J�ÿ���������f�*�g�g�ã

https://www.hu-berlin.de/de/pr/nachrichten/januar-2022/nr-22126-1
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���f�þ���c���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���Ü�)�¢�)���q�)�Û�)�¢���A�¿�f�f�â���N�q�·�)�B�¢�þ�·�)�"���N�q�·�{���G�)�¢�o�þ�q���ª�{���N�)�·�â�������)���Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���þ�f���"�)-
bate about the so-called �r�N�ª���I�)�I�)�q�B�)�ª�)�·�ì�) (mixed marriage laws) that ignited in 
the German colonies led to the categories of race and nation intersecting and 
forming the foundation of German citizenship law. As a result, German natio-
nality could subsequently be gained only through German blood, a fact that 

leads a large part of the 
German public to conti-
nue to perceive Black and 
German as an oxymoron 
�·�{���·�I�)���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·���"�þ�â���#�/�f�.�¼�þ�â-
eb 2001). 

�•�q�)�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�� �Ü�I�{��
came to Germany from 
Cameroon at the age of 
20 was Martin Dibobe. 
�¼�{�B�)�·�I�)�¢�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �{�·�I�)�¢�� ���A�¢�N-
cans he was “exhibited” 
for six months at the 
���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�� �ª�I�{�Ü�� �N�q�� �¼�¢�)�Ÿ-
tower Park, mentioned 
above. Following this, 
�I�)�� �ª�·�þ�â�)�"�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �à�)�N�o�þ�¢��
Republic, as Germany 
was called during the 
interwar years, got mar-
ried – despite adminis-
�·�¢�þ�·�N�Û�)�� �"�N�ò�����¿�f�·�N�)�ª�� �+�� �þ�q�"��
started working for the 
���)�¢�f�N�q�� �¢�þ�N�f�Ü�þ�â�� �N�q�� �•�˜�•�‘��

�#�•�B�¿�q�·�{�â�)���•�˜�˜�–�$���������Ÿ�I�{�·�{�B�¢�þ�Ÿ�I���{�A���I�N�o���N�q���I�N�ª���¿�q�N�A�{�¢�o���N�ª���I�þ�q�B�N�q�B���{�q���·�I�)���ª�·�þ�N�¢-
���þ�ª�)���{�A���·�I�)�����)�¢�f�N�q���ª�¿���Ü�þ�â���ª�·�þ�·�N�{�q���N�þ�f�f�)�ª���I�)�ª���¼�{�¢���N�q���·�I�)���"�N�ª�·�¢�N���·���{�A���f�¢�)�¿�ì���)�¢�B����
However, it is unclear how or why this memorial is actually there. 

Presumably, the photograph was not primarily set up to commemorate 
���f�þ���c���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q���)���N�q���G�)�¢�o�þ�q�â�������¿�·���·�{���)�á�{�·�N�ª�N�ì�)���'�N���{���)���þ�ª�����)�¢�f�N�q�<�ª�����¢�ª�·�����A�¢�N���þ�q��
�·�¢�þ�N�q���"�¢�N�Û�)�¢���Ü�I�{���þ�f�ª�{�����)���þ�o�)���þ���f�{���þ�f�����)�f�)���¢�N�·�â�����S�q���•�˜�•�•���•�–�����I�)���Ü�þ�ª���ª�)�q�·���·�{��� �þ-
meroon on behalf of the Reich government, where he was to consult in the 
construction of the local railway. But during his stay, he became aware of the 

�F�O�C�À�£�*���•���•�������¸���¸�J�*���*�r�¸�£�ÿ�r���*���¸�|���¸�J�*���p�*�¸�£�|���«�¸�ÿ�¸�O�|�r���N�ÿ�g�g�*�«���J�*�«��
�¼�|�£���O�r���¸�J�*�����*�£�g�O�r���#�O�«�¸�£�O���¸���|�B���f�£�*�À�í���*�£�C�	���¸�J�*�£�*���O�«���ÿ���g�ÿ�£�C�*��
� �J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J���|�B���G�*�£�p�ÿ�r�ã�9�«���ÿ�£�«�¸�����g�ÿ���d���¸�£�ÿ�O�r���|� �*�£�ÿ�¸�|�£�	��
�r�ÿ�£�¸�O�r���'�O���|���*�����£�J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J�����t�ÿ�¸�ÿ�«�J�ÿ���������f�*�g�g�ã
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social and economic injustices of the colonial system and returned to Germa-
�q�â���·�{�����B�I�·���A�{�¢���)�¡�¿�þ�f���¢�N�B�I�·�ª���{�A�����A�¢�N���þ�q�ª�����`�{�N�q�N�q�B���·�I�)���h�)�þ�B�¿�)���A�{�¢���N�¿�o�þ�q���¦�N�B�I�·�ª����
�A�{�¿�q�"�)�"���N�q���•�˜�•�“�����þ�q�"�����)���{�o�N�q�B���þ���·�N�Û�)���N�q���·�I�)���®�{���N�þ�f���'�)�o�{���¢�þ�·�N�����£�þ�¢�·�â���#�®�£�'�$�����š�Ÿ

Against the backdrop of the forthcoming end to German colonial rule in 
Africa and the budding colonial revisionist propaganda of the National Social-
�N�ª�·�ª���þ�ü�·�)�¢���à�{�¢�f�"���à�þ�¢���•�q�)�����'�N���{���)���ª�)�q�·���þ���f�)�·�·�)�¢���·�{���·�I�)���à�)�N�o�þ�¢���t�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f�����ª�ª�)�o-
���f�â���þ�q�"���þ�����{�¢�¢�)�ª�Ÿ�{�q�"�N�q�B���Ÿ�)�·�N�·�N�{�q���·�{���·�I�)���¦�)�N���I��� �{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���•�ò�����)�����ª�N�B�q�)�"�����â���I�N�o�ª�)�f�A��
�þ�q�"���•�–���{�·�I�)�¢�����f�þ���c���G�)�¢�o�þ�q���o�)�q���N�q���d�¿�q�)���•�˜�•�˜�����N�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢�����þ�f�·�I�{�¿�B�I���"�)�o�þ�q�"�N�q�B��
equal rights for Africans and PAD, Martin Dibobe and his followers committed 
�·�{���·�I�)���A�{�¢�o�)�¢���Ÿ�¢�{�·�)���·�N�{�q���·�¢�)�þ�·�N�)�ª���{�A���•�—�—�“���·�I�þ�·���I�þ�"�����{�q�ª�·�N�·�¿�·�)�"���·�I�)���Ÿ�{�Ü�)�¢���{�A���·�I�)��
German Reich over Cameroon and therefore argued for Germany retaining its 
colonies; an ambiguous decision. Accordingly, the signatories took a vow of 
loyalty and expressed the hope that the treatment of Black people living in the 
country would be better than under the imperial government (Gerbing 2010).

�t�)�N�·�I�)�¢���·�I�)���à�)�N�o�þ�¢���t�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f�����ª�ª�)�o���f�â���q�{�¢���·�I�)���¦�)�N���I��� �{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���r�N�q�N�ª�·�¢�â��
�¢�)�ª�Ÿ�{�q�"�)�"�������)�q�����{�q���d�þ�q�¿�þ�¢�â���•�•�����•�˜�‘�•�����·�I�)���ß�)�¢�ª�þ�N�f�f�)�ª���¼�¢�)�þ�·�â�����þ�o�)���N�q�·�{���A�{�¢���)����
through which Germany lost its colonies to the other colonial powers. Shortly 
�þ�ü�·�)�¢�����'�N���{���)���Ü�þ�ª���f�þ�N�"���{�ò�A���þ�·���·�I�)�����)�¢�f�N�q�)�¢���¢�þ�N�f�Ü�þ�â���þ�q�"���Ÿ�f�þ�q�q�)�"���·�{���¢�)�·�¿�¢�q���·�{���I�N�ª��
home country, however, the now French colony of Cameroon would not let 
�I�N�o���)�q�·�)�¢���þ�q�"���'�N���{���)���Ü�þ�ª���A�{�¢���)�"���·�{���o�{�Û�)���·�{���h�N���)�¢�N�þ�������)�¢�)���I�N�ª���·�¢�þ�N�f���þ�q�"���q�þ�o�)��
�A�þ�f�f�� �N�q�·�{�� �{���f�N�Û�N�{�q���� ���ü�·�)�¢�� ���f�þ���c�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�� �¢�)���þ�Ÿ�N�·�¿�f�þ�·�)�"�� �I�N�ª�� ���N�{�B�¢�þ�Ÿ�I�â���� �þ��
commemorative plaque equivalent to the one for Du Bois was put up at his 
�A�{�¢�o�)�¢���I�{�o�)���þ�·���f�¿�B�f�)�¢�ª�·�¢�þ�¶�)���“�“���N�q�����)�¢�f�N�q�.�£�¢�)�q�ì�f�þ�¿�)�¢�����)�¢�B���{�q���I�N�ª���•�“�•�·�I���þ�q�q�N-
�Û�)�¢�ª�þ�¢�â�����{�q���•���·�{���)�¢���’�•�����‘�•�•�•���#�'�`�þ�I�þ�q�B�¢�þ�"���‘�•�•�•�$��

But despite rewriting colonial history from a Black perspective, the city 
continues to hold numerous remnants of German colonialism that are not 
�·�{�{���B�¢�þ�·�N�A�â�N�q�B�����F�¢�{�o���•�—�—�’���·�{���•�˜�‘�•���·�I�)�����I�{���{�f�þ�·�)���A�þ���·�{�¢�â���9�F�)�f�N�á���£���®�þ�¢�{�·�·�N�:���¢�)�f�{-
���þ�·�)�"���N�·�ª���Ÿ�¢�{�"�¿���·�N�{�q���A�þ���N�f�N�·�N�)�ª���·�{���·�I�)���9�®�þ�¢�{�·�·�N�.�N�†�A�)�:���N�q�����)�¢�f�N�q���f�¢�)�¿�ì���)�¢�B�����r�)�I-
�¢�N�q�B�"�þ�o�o���”�’�.�”�–���� �Ü�I�N���I�� �N�ª���ª�·�N�f�f�� �q�þ�o�)�"���þ�ü�·�)�¢���N�·���·�{�"�þ�â���� � �¢�N�·�N���N�ª�o���{�A���·�I�)�� �¢�þ���N�ª�·��
stereotype of the advertising character of the “chocolate-brown Sarotti-M*” 
�#�þ�"�Û�)�¢�·�N�ª�N�q�B���¡�¿�{�·�)�$���I�þ�"�����)�)�q���B�¢�{�Ü�N�q�B���ª�N�q���)���·�I�)���•�˜�•�•�ª�����ª�{���·�I�þ�·���N�q���‘�•�•�“���N�·���Ü�þ�ª��
redesigned as the “Sarotti magician of the senses”. Instead of carrying a 
serving tray in his hand, he now throws stars into the air while standing on a 
���¢�)�ª���)�q�·���o�{�{�q�����I�N�ª���ª�c�N�q�����{�f�{�¢���B�{�f�"�)�q���N�q�ª�·�)�þ�"���{�A�����¢�{�Ü�q���#�f�{�þ�f���‘�•�‘�•�$����

�µ�º�� ���6���*�£�g�O�r�� � �|�«�¸�d�|�g�|�r�O�ÿ�g���� �/�£�O�r�r�*�£�À�r�C�� �ÿ�r�� �r�ÿ�£�¸�O�r�� �'�O���|���*�7�	�� �t�|�Ü�*�p���*�£�� �•�’�	�� �Ž�Œ�Ž�•�� � �J�¸�¸� �«�������p�O�C�£�ÿ��
�¸�O�|�r�«�+�C�*�«���J�O���J�¸�*�r���#�*�����*�£�g�O�r�+� �|�«�¸�d�|�g�|�r�O�ÿ�g�+�*�£�O�r�r�*�£�À�r�C�+�ÿ�r�+�p�ÿ�£�¸�O�r�+�#�O���|���*���!

https://migrations-geschichten.de/berlin-postkolonial-erinnerung-an-martin-dibobe/
https://migrations-geschichten.de/berlin-postkolonial-erinnerung-an-martin-dibobe/
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���)���"�N�ª���¢�N�o�N�q�þ�·�{�¢�â���o�)�þ�q�N�q�B���{�A���·�I�)���r�.�Ü�{�¢�"�����þ�q�����)���·�¢�þ���)�"�����þ���c���·�{���·�I�)���I�{�ª-
�·�N�f�N�·�â���·�{�Ü�þ�¢�"���q�{�q�.� �I�¢�N�ª�·�N�þ�q�ª���N�q���·�I�)���)�þ�¢�f�â���•�’�·�I�����)�q�·�¿�¢�â�������N�ª�����{�q�q�{�·�þ�·�N�{�q���Ü�þ�ª��
eventually replaced by racist biological arguments in the course of the Euro-
�Ÿ�)�þ�q���/�q�f�N�B�I�·�)�q�o�)�q�·�������)���G�)�¢�o�þ�q���Ÿ�I�N�f�{�ª�{�Ÿ�I�)�¢���S�o�o�þ�q�¿�)�f���f�þ�q�·�����A�{�¢���)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)����
spread the view that Black people could be educated only as servants, an idea 
that supported the degradation of Black people and underlined the word’s 
derogatory meaning. According to analysis by numerous linguists, the word 
has always had a negative connotation, which is why it is abbreviated to the 
�f�)�·�·�)�¢���9�r�:���·�{�"�þ�â���#���¢�q�"�·���‘�•�•�•�$�������¢�q�"�·���ª�¿�B�B�)�ª�·�ª��

���¼���J�*���¸�*�£�p���«�J�|�À�g�#�����*���#�*�g�*�¸�*�#���Ý�O�¸�J�|�À�¸���£�*� �g�ÿ���*�p�*�r�¸�����*���ÿ�À�«�*���O�¸���Ý�|�À�g�#�����*��� �ÿ�£�+
�ÿ�#�|�â�O���ÿ�g�� �¸�|�� �g�|�|�d�� �B�|�£�� �ÿ�� �«�À���«�¸�O�¸�À�¸�*�� �B�|�£�� �ÿ�� �£�ÿ���O�«�¸�� �¸�*�£�p���� �S�r�� �|�£�#�*�£�� �¸�|�� �B�À�r���¸�O�|�r�	�� �ÿ�r�ã��
�«�À���«�¸�O�¸�À�¸�*���r�*�*�#�«���d�r�|�Ý�g�*�#�C�*���|�B���ÿ�r���6�ÿ�Ü�|�O�#�*�#�7���£�ÿ���O�«�¸�����|�r���*� �¸���ÿ�r�#���O�r�*�Ü�O�¸�ÿ���g�ã���J�ÿ�«��
�¸�|���£�*� �£�|�#�À���*���O�¸�������«���ÿ���£�*�«�À�g�¸�	���ÿ���¸�*�£�p���¸�J�ÿ�¸���Ý�J�O�¸�*�«���À�«�*���¸�|���#�*�«�O�C�r�ÿ�¸�*�����g�ÿ���d��� �*�|� �g�*��
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Another remnant of German colonialism is the so-called “Herero stone” in 
the New Garrison Cemetery in Berlin-Neukölln, a large granite boulder that 
�Ü�þ�ª���o�{�Û�)�"���·�I�)�¢�)���N�q���•�˜�–�’���A�¢�{�o���þ�����þ�¢�¢�þ���c�ª���N�q���f�¢�)�¿�ì���)�¢�B�������{�o�o�)�o�{�¢�þ�·�)�ª���·�I�)��
German soldiers of the �®���I�¿�·�ì�·�¢�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�) (protection force) who participated in 
�·�I�)���B�)�q�{���N�"�)���þ�B�þ�N�q�ª�·���·�I�)���N�)�¢�)�{���þ�q�"���t�þ�o�þ���N�q���·�{�"�þ�â�<�ª���t�þ�o�N���N�þ�����)�·�Ü�)�)�q���•�˜�•�“��
�þ�q�"�� �•�˜�•�—���� �S�q�� �‘�•�•� �̃��� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �f�{�q�B���Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·�ª�� �A�¢�{�o�� ���N�·�N�ì�)�q�ª�<�� �þ�ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���� �·�I�)�� �t�)�¿-
�c�†�f�f�q���'�N�ª�·�¢�N���·���•�ò�����)�����q�þ�f�f�â���ª�)�·���þ���ª�·�{�q�)���Ÿ�f�þ�¡�¿�)���N�q���·�I�)���B�¢�{�¿�q�"���q�)�á�·���·�{���·�I�)�����{�¿�f-
�"�)�¢���� �Ü�I�N���I�� �þ�f�ª�{�� ���{�o�o�)�o�{�¢�þ�·�)�ª�� �·�I�)�� �Ü�þ�¢�<�ª�� �Û�N���·�N�o�ª���� �¼�{�� �·�I�N�ª�� �"�þ�â�� �N�·�� �N�ª�� �·�I�)�� �{�q�f�â��
�{�ò�����N�þ�f�� �o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f�� �N�q�� ���)�¢�f�N�q�� �A�{�¢�� �·�I�)�� ���¢�N�o�)�ª�� �{�A�� �G�)�¢�o�þ�q�� ���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�N�ª�o���� �æ�)�·���� �·�I�)��
�N�)�¢�)�¢�{���f�N�Û�N�q�B���N�q���·�I�)�����N�·�â���f�N�c�)���S�ª�¢�þ�)�f���f�þ�¿�q�þ�·�`�N�c�)���Ü�{�¿�f�"���I�þ�Û�)���Ÿ�¢�)�A�)�¢�¢�)�"���þ���"�N�ò�A�)�¢-
ent neighborhood for it (Habermalz 2018).

Renaming Streets and Rewriting Urban History

In central Berlin, the above-mentioned Congo Conference was held in the 
�¦�)�N���I�� � �I�þ�q���)�f�f�)�¢�â�� �{�q�� �à�N�f�I�f�)�o�ª�·�¢�þ�¶�)�� �–�–�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �f�þ�·�)�� �•�˜�·�I�� ���)�q�·�¿�¢�â���� ���)�� ���I�þ�q-
���)�f�f�{�¢�� �þ�·�� �·�I�)�� �·�N�o�)���� �•�·�·�{�� �Û�{�q�� ���N�ª�o�þ�¢���c���� �I�þ�"�� �N�q�Û�N�·�)�"�� �·�{�� ���)�¢�f�N�q�� �"�)�f�)�B�þ�·�)�ª�� �A�¢�{�o��
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�·�I�)���Ã�®�����þ�q�"���·�I�)���•�·�·�{�o�þ�q���/�o�Ÿ�N�¢�)���þ�ª���Ü�)�f�f���þ�ª���¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�þ�·�N�Û�)�ª���{�A���·�I�)���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q��
powers – Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Denmark, France, Great Britain, Italy, 
the Netherlands, Portugal, Russia, Spain, and Sweden-Norway – to nego-
tiate previous and future territories and to establish free trade and trading 
�¢�{�¿�·�)�ª���·�I�¢�{�¿�B�I�{�¿�·���·�I�)�����A�¢�N���þ�q�����{�q�·�N�q�)�q�·�������)�����q�þ�f���"�{���¿�o�)�q�·�����·�I�)��� �{�q�B�{�������·�š�¡, 
formed the basis for 
the colonization of 
Africa, without taking 
any account of exist-
ing social, economic, 
or political structures. 

�¼�{�"�þ�â���� �þ�q�� �N�q�A�{�¢-
mation board stands 
where the former 
chancellery was 
located and reminds 
tourists and locals 
alike of this episode 
of colonial history. It 
is one of 31 boards set 
�¿�Ÿ�� �þ�f�{�q�B�� �·�I�)�� �à�N�f�I�)�f�o-
straße History Mile by 
�·�I�)���®�)�q�þ�·�)���'�)�Ÿ�þ�¢�·�o�)�q�·���A�{�¢���Ã�¢���þ�q���'�)�Û�)�f�{�Ÿ�o�)�q�·�����)�·�Ü�)�)�q���•�˜�˜�•���þ�q�"���‘�•�•�–���·�I�þ�·���·�)�f�f��
stories of Germany’s past. Researched by German historian Laurenz Demps for 
�·�I�)�� �¼�{�Ÿ�{�B�¢�þ�Ÿ�I�â�� �{�A�� �¼�)�¢�¢�{�¢�� �F�{�¿�q�"�þ�·�N�{�q���� �·�I�)�� �¢�)���)�q�·�� ���{�þ�¢�"�ª�� �Ü�)�¢�)�� �Ÿ�þ�¢�·�� �{�A�� �þ�� �ª�·�¢�)�)�·��
exhibition that took place in 2007. However, a lot of imagination is required 
when searching for traces of the past, as Berlin’s modern buildings provide no 
�N�q�A�{�¢�o�þ�·�N�{�q���þ���{�¿�·���·�I�)���)�"�N�����)�ª���N�q���Ü�I�N���I���G�)�¢�o�þ�q���Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���ª���Ü�þ�ª���o�þ�"�)���A�{�¢���"�)���þ�"�)�ª����
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�ª�þ�N�"�����9�à�N�f�I�)�f�o�ª�·�¢�þ�¶�)���I�þ�ª���f�{�ª�·���N�·�ª���o�)�þ�q�N�q�B�������¿�·���q�{�·���N�·�ª���o�)�o�{�¢�â���:�š�¢

 Despite this important milestone in German history, the country’s in-
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�I�)�f�o���{�A�����¢�þ�q�"�)�q���¿�¢�B���þ�ª�ª�N�B�q�)�"���I�N�o���þ�q���)�á�Ÿ�)�"�N�·�N�{�q���·�{���·�I�)�����{�þ�ª�·���{�A���à�)�ª�·�����A�¢�N���þ����
�Ü�I�)�¢�)���•�·�·�{���Û�{�q���"�)�¢���G�¢�†���)�q���Ü�þ�ª���ª�)�q�·���·�{���)�ª�·�þ���f�N�ª�I���þ���Ÿ�)�¢�o�þ�q�)�q�·���þ�¢�o�)�"���o�N�f�N�·�þ�¢�â��
���þ�ª�)�����h�þ�·�)�¢���c�q�{�Ü�q���þ�ª���G�¢�{�¶�A�¢�N�)�"�¢�N���I�ª���¿�¢�B�����·�I�)���A�{�¢�·�����)���þ�o�)���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���G�)�¢�o�þ�q��
���{�f�{�q�â���{�q���·�I�)���à�)�ª�·��� �{�þ�ª�·���{�A�����A�¢�N���þ���N�q���·�{�"�þ�â�<�ª���G�I�þ�q�þ�����®�)�f�f�N�q�B���{�Û�)�¢���‘�•���•�•�•�����A-
ricans to the Americas and the Caribbean, and losing many more in the pro-
cess, the fort became a deadly point of no return characterized by Germany’s 
�·�¢�þ�ò�����c�N�q�B�� �{�A�� ���þ�Ÿ�·�¿�¢�)�"�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�ª���� �F�¿�¢�·�I�)�¢�o�{�¢�)���� �G�¢�{�¶�A�¢�N�)�"�¢�N���I�ª���¿�¢�B�� �ª�)�¢�Û�)�"��
�·�{���ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·���þ�q�"���Ÿ�¢�{�·�)���·���F�¢�N�)�"�¢�N���I���à�N�f�I�)�f�o�<�ª�����¢�þ�q�"�)�q���¿�¢�B�����A�¢�N���þ�q��� �{�o�Ÿ�þ�q�â��
�A�{�¢�� �þ�f�o�{�ª�·�� �·�I�¢�)�)�� �"�)���þ�"�)�ª�� �¿�q�·�N�f�� �·�I�)�� �)�f�)���·�{�¢�� �ª�{�f�"�� �N�·�� �·�{�� �·�I�)�� �'�¿�·���I�� �à�)�ª�·�� �S�q�"�N�)�ª��
Company in 1717.�›�™ 

�•�q���·�I�)���{�����þ�ª�N�{�q���{�A���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���G�)�¢�o�þ�q�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���)�á�I�N���N�·�N�{�q���o�)�q�·�N�{�q�)�"���þ���{�Û�)����
�·�I�)�����þ�q�c���{�A���·�I�)���¦�N�Û�)�¢���®�Ÿ�¢�)�)���N�q�����)�¢�f�N�q�<�ª���f�¢�)�¿�ì���)�¢�B���"�N�ª�·�¢�N���·���Ü�þ�ª���q�þ�o�)�"���G�¢�†���)�q-
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colonialism and enslavement as the main causes of modern racism at the 
world conference in Durban in 2001. Following the initiative of members of 
the community, postcolonial organizations, and civil society, including the 
Initiative of Black People in Germany (ISD) who had come together under the 
�¿�o���¢�)�f�f�þ�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �q�{�q�.�Ÿ�¢�{���·�� �"�)�Û�)�f�{�Ÿ�o�)�q�·�� �Ÿ�{�f�N���â�� �þ�"�Û�{���þ���â�� ���)�¢�f�N�q�)�¢�� �/�q�·�Ü�N���c-
lungspolitischer Ratschlag, the Green Party put forward the suggestion to 
rename the street�›�š on the grounds that by founding Großfriedrichsburg 
�þ�q�"�� �f�)�þ�"�N�q�B�� �·�I�)�� ���¢�þ�q�"�)�q���¿�¢�B�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�� � �{�o�Ÿ�þ�q�â���� �•�·�·�{�� �Û�{�q�� �"�)�¢�� �G�¢�†���)�q�� �I�þ�"��
actively participated in transatlantic enslavement and therefore had com-
mitted a crime against humanity. At the end of 2007, the district assembly in 
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https://blackcentraleurope.com/sources/1500-1750/founding-a-slave-trading-colony-in-west-africa-1682-1683/
https://blackcentraleurope.com/sources/1500-1750/founding-a-slave-trading-colony-in-west-africa-1682-1683/
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https://gruene-xhain.de/umbenennung-des-groebenufer-in-may-ayim-ufer-hier-may-ayim-ufer-aus-postkolonialer-aufklaerungs-und-erinnerungsperspektive-gestalten/
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According to the implementing regulations of the Berlin Roads Act�›�›, a 
�ª�·�¢�)�)�·�� ���þ�q�� ���)�� �¢�)�q�þ�o�)�"�� �{�q�f�â�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �þ�� �Ÿ�)�¢�ª�{�q�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �þ�q�� �{�¿�·�ª�·�þ�q�"�N�q�B�� �Ÿ�)�¢�ª�{�q�þ�f�N�·�â��
and an interest in the city as a whole. Additionally, this person must have died 
�o�{�¢�)���·�I�þ�q�����Û�)���â�)�þ�¢�ª���Ÿ�¢�)�Û�N�{�¿�ª�f�â���þ�q�"���·�I�)���¢�¿�f�)�ª���ª�·�þ�·�)���·�I�þ�·���·�I�)���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N���þ�f�����{�q�·�)�á�·��
must not be changed and that women should be given greater consideration. 
���N�ª�� �Ÿ�¢�{�Û�N�"�)�"�� �þ�� ���þ�ª�N�ª�� �A�{�¢�� �G�¢�†���)�q�¿�A�)�¢�� �·�{�� ���)�� �¢�)�q�þ�o�)�"�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �·�I�)�� ���A�¢�{�.�G�)�¢�o�þ�q��
�Ÿ�{�)�·���� �Ÿ�)�"�þ�B�{�B�¿�)���� �þ�q�"�� �f�¢�)�¿�ì���)�¢�B�� �¢�)�ª�N�"�)�q�·�� �r�þ�â�� ���â�N�o���� �Ü�I�{�� ���)���þ�o�)�� �N�q�·�)�¢�q�þ-
tionally renowned through her German-language spoken word performances. 
She can be considered the most prominent representative of the Afro-German 
movement. 

Inspired by African American scholar, poet and civil rights activist, Audre 
�h�{�¢�"�)���#�þ�ü�·�)�¢���Ü�I�{�o���·�I�)���"�N�ª�·�¢�N���·�����{�¿�q���N�f���#���ß�ß�$���"�)���N�"�)�"���·�{���¢�)�q�þ�o�)���·�I�)���q�{�¢�·�I�)�¢�q��
�Ÿ�þ�¢�·���{�A���r�þ�q�·�)�¿�ò�A�)�f�ª�·�¢�þ�¶�)���N�q�����)�¢�f�N�q�.�f�¢�)�¿�ì���)�¢�B���N�q���F�)���¢�¿�þ�¢�â���‘�•�•�˜�$�����r�þ�â�����â�N�o����
was co-author and co-editor of one of the foundational works of the Black 
�G�)�¢�o�þ�q�� ���{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â�����®�I�{�Ü�N�q�B�� �•�¿�¢�� � �{�f�{�¢�ª���� ���A�¢�{�4�G�)�¢�o�þ�q�� �à�{�o�)�q�� �®�Ÿ�)�þ�c�� �•�¿�·.�›�œ 
���N�ª���Ü�þ�ª���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���Ÿ�¿���f�N���þ�·�N�{�q���·�{�����¢�N�·�N���N�ì�)���{�q�B�{�N�q�B�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���N�q�`�¿�ª�·�N���)�ª���þ�q�"���Ü�þ�ª��
�·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���N�q���Ü�I�N���I���·�I�)���ª�)�f�A�.�"�)�·�)�¢�o�N�q�)�"���þ�q�"���ª�)�f�A�.�"�)���q�)�"���·�)�¢�o�ª���9���f�þ���c���G�)�¢�o�þ�q�:��
and “Afro-German” appeared – and, with them, the possibility for a postco-
�f�{�q�N�þ�f���"�N�ª���{�¿�¢�ª�)���N�q���G�)�¢�o�þ�q���Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���ª���þ�q�"���ª�{���N�)�·�â���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�)�"���N�·�ª�)�f�A���#�f�)�f�f�â���‘�•�•�•�$����
A formal rededication and the installation of the new street signs took place 
�{�q���F�)���¢�¿�þ�¢�â���‘�–�����Ü�N�·�I���·�I�)���ª�·�¢�)�)�·���{�ò�����N�þ�f�f�â�����)�N�q�B���¢�)�q�þ�o�)�"���r�þ�â�.���â�N�o�.�Ã�A�)�¢���{�q��
�r�þ�¢���I���“�����‘�•�•�•���#�f�)�f�f�â���‘�•�•�”�$��

�t�)�þ�¢�f�â���þ���"�)���þ�"�)���f�þ�·�)�¢�����·�I�)���"�N�ª�·�¢�N���·�����{�¿�q���N�f�����q�þ�f�f�â���"�)���N�"�)�"���{�q���q�)�Ü���ª�·�¢�)�)�·���q�þ-
�o�)�ª���N�q���·�I�)�����A�¢�N���þ�q���¥�¿�þ�¢�·�)�¢�����·�I�N�ª���·�{�{�c���)�ò�A�)���·���{�q�����Ÿ�¢�N�f���•�����‘�•�•�˜�����'�)���þ�·�)�ª���{�q�����I�þ�q-
ging the street names had dominated the area since the early 20th century. In 
�r�þ�¢���I���•�˜�’� �̃����A�{�¢���)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)�����·�I�)���t�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f���®�{���N�þ�f�N�ª�·�ª���I�þ�"���¢�)�q�þ�o�)�"���h�{�q�"�{�q�)�¢���®�·�¢�þ�¶�)��
�þ�ª���£�)�·�)�¢�ª�þ�f�f�)�)���·�{���B�f�{�¢�N�A�â��� �þ�¢�f���£�)�·�)�¢�ª���#�•�—�”�•�+�•�˜�•�—�$�����þ�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�����{�o�o�N�ª�ª�N�{�q�)�¢���N�q���A�{�¢-
mer German East Africa, where he led a cruel regime over the native popula-
�·�N�{�q���·�I�þ�·���)�Û�)�q�·�¿�þ�f�f�â���¢�)�ª�¿�f�·�)�"���N�q���I�N�ª���þ�¢�¢�)�ª�·���þ�q�"���"�N�ª�o�N�ª�ª�þ�f�����S�q���•�˜�“�•�����·�I�)���¢�)�q�þ�o�N�q�B��
�{�A���¼�{�B�{���®�·�¢�)�)�·�� �Ü�þ�ª���"�N�ª���¿�ª�ª�)�"���� �þ���Ÿ�¢�{�Ÿ�{�ª�þ�f�� �Ü�þ�ª���ª�¿���o�N�·�·�)�"�� �·�{�� �·�I�)�� �o�¿�q�N���N�Ÿ�þ�f�� �þ�ª-

�¶�¶�� ���6���ß�ß�+���*�«���J�g�À�«�«���Œ�•�”�•���S�S���ß�*�£�B�ÿ�J�£�*�r�«�Ý�*�O�«�*�����*�O���®�¸�£�ÿ�·�*�r��� �£�g���¸�í�*�r�!���À�r�#���#�*�£�*�r���t�*�À�+�����í�Ý�����Ã�p�+
���*�r�*�r�r�À�r�C�*�r���Ü�|�p���Ž�Œ���Œ�’���Ž�Œ�Œ�Ž�7�	���d�À�r�*���Ž�•�	���Ž�Œ�Œ�Ž��� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý�����*�£�g�O�r���#�*���d�À�r�«�¸�+�À�r�#�+�d�À�g�¸�À�£�+
�p�O�¸�¸�*���C�*�«���J�O���J�¸�*���*�£�O�r�r�*�£�À�r�C�«�d�À�g�¸�À�£���«�¸�£�ÿ�«�«�*�r���*�r�*�r�r�À�r�C�*�r���!

�¶�·�� ���¼�J�*���ÿ�£�«�¸�����|�|�d���¸�|�����*��� �À���g�O�«�J�*�#�����ã�����g�ÿ���d���G�*�£�p�ÿ�r���Ý�|�p�*�r���Ý�ÿ�«��Farbe bekennen: Afro-deutsche 
Frauen auf den Spuren ihrer Geschichte���*�#�O�¸�*�#�� ���ã�� �f�ÿ�¸�J�ÿ�£�O�r�ÿ�� �•�C�À�r�¸�|�ã�*�	�� �r�ÿ�ã�� ���ã�O�p��� �B�|�p�*�£�g�ã��
�•� �O�¸�í�!�� �ÿ�r�#�� �'�ÿ�C�p�ÿ�£�� �®���J�À�g�¸�í�� �O�r�� �•�•�”�’���� �¼�J�*�� �/�r�C�g�O�«�J�+�g�ÿ�r�C�À�ÿ�C�*�� �¸�£�ÿ�r�«�g�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�� �Ý�ÿ�«�� � �À���g�O�«�J�*�#�� �O�r��
�•�•�•�Ž���Ý�O�¸�J���ÿ���B�|�£�*�Ý�|�£�#�����ã���ÿ�����g�ÿ�O�p�*�#�����B�£�O���ÿ�r�����p�*�£�O���ÿ�r���B�*�p�O�r�O�«�¸�����À�#�£�*���h�|�£�#�*��

https://www.berlin.de/kunst-und-kultur-mitte/geschichte/erinnerungskultur/strassenbenennungen/
https://www.berlin.de/kunst-und-kultur-mitte/geschichte/erinnerungskultur/strassenbenennungen/
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�ª�)�o���f�â���þ�B�þ�N�q���N�q���•�˜�—�–�������¿�·���"�N�"���q�{�·���B�þ�N�q���o�þ�`�{�¢�N�·�â���ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·�����S�q���•�˜�—�•�����·�I�)���A�{���¿�ª���I�þ�"��
�ª�I�N�ü�·�)�"�����þ���c���·�{���£�)�·�)�¢�ª�þ�f�f�)�)�����Ü�I�N���I���Ü�þ�ª���q�{�·���¢�)�q�þ�o�)�"�����¿�·���N�q�ª�·�)�þ�"���¢�)�"�)�"�N���þ�·�)�"���·�{��
�N�þ�q�ª���£�)�·�)�¢�ª���#�•�—�—�•�+�•�˜�•�•�$�����Ü�I�{���Ü�þ�ª���þ���·�N�Û�)���þ�B�þ�N�q�ª�·���t�þ�ì�N���¢�¿�f�)���þ�q�"�����{�A�{�¿�q�"�)�"���·�I�)��
���)�¢�f�N�q���®�·�þ�·�)��� �{�q�ª�·�N�·�¿�·�N�{�q���þ�ü�·�)�¢���à�{�¢�f�"���à�þ�¢���¼�Ü�{�����æ�)�·�����·�I�)���¢�)�"�)�"�N���þ�·�N�{�q���A�¢�{�o��� �þ�¢�f��
�·�{���N�þ�q�ª���£�)�·�)�¢�ª���Ü�þ�ª���q�)�Û�)�¢���{�ò�����N�þ�f�f�â���f�)�B�þ�f�N�ì�)�"���+���þ�f�f���·�I�þ�·���I�þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�)�q�)�"���Ü�þ�ª���·�I�þ�·���ª�o�þ�f�f��

signs were attached explaining 
the eponym. And while Carl Pe-
ters had been dismissed from 
���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�� �ª�)�¢�Û�N���)�ª�� �N�q�� �•�—�˜�•�+�‘�� �A�{�¢��
torturing and murdering his 
African maid Mabruk and sexu-
ally assaulting a Chagga girl, Jo-
�B�{�"�`�þ�������"�{�f�A���h�Å�"�)�¢�N�·�ì���#�•�—�’�“�+�—�•�$����
�·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·�� �G�)�¢�o�þ�q�� �f�þ�q�"�{�Ü�q�)�¢�� �N�q��
today’s Namibia, swindled land 
from the Nama chief Joseph 
Frederiks, who believed he was 
�ª�)�f�f�N�q�B�� ���Û�)�� ���¢�N�·�N�ª�I�� �o�N�f�)�ª���� �)�þ���I��
1.6 kilometers in length, but 
instead sold 7.5 German miles. 
Additionally, Gustav Nachtigal 
�#�•�—�’�“�+�—�”�$�����þ���ª���N�)�q�·�N�ª�·���Ü�I�{���o�þ�N�q-
ly explored the Islamic culture 
of North Africa, can be held 
responsible for bloody military 
action in Cameroon and the oc-
���¿�Ÿ�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A���¼�{�B�{���›�•

���ü�·�)�¢���"�)���þ�"�)�ª���{�A���)�ò�A�{�¢�·���þ�q�"��
�Ü�N�·�I���·�I�)���ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·���{�A���¢�)�ª�N�"�)�q�·�ª�����·�I�)���"�)���N�ª�N�{�q���Ü�þ�ª�����q�þ�f�f�â���o�þ�"�)���·�{���¢�)���f�þ�N�o���·�I�)��
African Quarter and create a pro-African district in the heart of Berlin, with 
Petersallee, between Müllerstraße and Nachtigalplatz, renamed Anna-Mun-
�B�¿�q�"�þ�.���f�f�)�)�������q�q�þ���r�¿�q�B�¿�q�"�þ���Ü�þ�ª���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���A�)�o�þ�f�)���N�)�¢�)�¢�{���þ���·�N�Û�N�ª�·���·�{�����B�I�·���N�q��
the Namibian independence movement against the occupation of the coun-

�¶�¸�� ���S�r�B�|�£�p�ÿ�¸�O�|�r���ÿ���|�À�¸���¸�J�*���£�*�r�ÿ�p�O�r�C���|�B���«�¸�£�*�*�¸�«���O�r���¸�J�*�����B�£�O���ÿ�r���¥�À�ÿ�£�¸�*�£���O�r���à�*�#�#�O�r�C�	�����*�£�g�O�r�+�r�O�¸�¸�*��
�J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý�����*�£�g�O�r���#�*���d�À�r�«�¸�+�À�r�#�+�d�À�g�¸�À�£�+�p�O�¸�¸�*���C�*�«���J�O���J�¸�*���ÿ�B�£�O�d�ÿ�r�O�«���J�*�«�+�Ü�O�*�£���¸�*�g�+�’�Œ 
�•�•���Œ�•��� �J� 

�F�O�C�À�£�*���•���‘�����r�ÿ�ã�+���ã�O�p�+�Ã�B�*�£�	���g�|���ÿ�¸�*�#���|�r���¸�J�*���¦�O�Ü�*�£��
�®� �£�*�*���O�r�����*�£�g�O�r�9�«���f�£�*�À�í���*�£�C���#�O�«�¸�£�O���¸�����£�J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J����
�'�|�£�|���¼�À���J

https://www.berlin.de/kunst-und-kultur-mitte/geschichte/afrikanisches-viertel-609903.php
https://www.berlin.de/kunst-und-kultur-mitte/geschichte/afrikanisches-viertel-609903.php
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�·�¢�â�����â���®�{�¿�·�I�����A�¢�N���þ�������)�·�Ü�)�)�q���t�þ���I�·�N�B�þ�f�Ÿ�f�þ�·�ì���þ�q�"���à�N�q�"�I�¿�c�)�¢���®�·�¢�þ�¶�)�����£�)�·�)�¢-
�ª�þ�f�f�)�)�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �¢�)�q�þ�o�)�"�� �r�þ�`�N�.�r�þ�`�N�.���f�f�)�)���� ���{�o�o�)�o�{�¢�þ�·�N�q�B���·�I�)�� �•�˜�•�”�+�–���r�þ�`�N���r�þ�`�N��
�Ã�Ÿ�¢�N�ª�N�q�B�� �N�q�� �¼�þ�q�B�þ�q�â�N�c�þ���� �·�I�)�� �o�{�ª�·�� �ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q�·�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�� ���I�þ�f�f�)�q�B�)�� �·�{�� �G�)�¢�o�þ�q��
colonial rule. Lüderitzstraße is now known as Cornelius-Fredericks-Straße, 
�q�þ�o�)�"���þ�ü�·�)�¢���þ���t�þ�o�þ���f�)�þ�"�)�¢���Ü�I�{�����·�{�B�)�·�I�)�¢���Ü�N�·�I���N�)�q�"�¢�N�c���à�N�·���{�{�N�����·�I�)���f�)�þ�"�)�¢��
�{�A�� �·�I�)�� �f�I�{�Ü�)�ª�N�q���� �þ���·�N�Û�)�f�â�� �Ü�þ�B�)�"�� �þ�� �B�¿�)�¢�¢�N�f�f�þ�� �Ü�þ�¢�� �þ�B�þ�N�q�ª�·�� �·�I�)�� �G�)�¢�o�þ�q�ª�� �N�q��
�t�þ�o�N���N�þ���� ���)�� �t�þ���I�·�N�B�þ�f�Ÿ�f�þ�·�ì�� �N�ª�� �q�{�Ü�� ���þ�f�f�)�"�� �r�þ�q�B�þ�.���)�f�f�.�£�f�þ�·�ì�����þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �¦�¿�"�{�f�A��
Duala Manga Bell, the king of the Duala people in Cameroon and the leader 
of the resistance against the illegal expulsion of the Duala from their tra-
�"�N�·�N�{�q�þ�f���ª�)�·�·�f�)�o�)�q�·���þ�¢�)�þ�ª���"�¿�¢�N�q�B���·�I�)���G�)�¢�o�þ�q�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���)�¢�þ���#�N���"���$�������q�"�����þ�ü�·�)�¢��
�þ�q���)�á�·�)�q�ª�N�Û�)���Ÿ�þ�¢�·�N���N�Ÿ�þ�·�N�{�q���Ÿ�¢�{���)�ª�ª���N�q�Û�{�f�Û�N�q�B�����N�Û�N�f���ª�{���N�)�·�â�����·�I�)���Ÿ�¢�)�Û�N�{�¿�ª���à�N�ª�ª-
�o�þ�q�q�ª�·�¢�þ�¶�)�� �N�q�� ���)�¢�f�N�q�.�t�)�¿�c�†�f�f�q���� �Ü�I�N���I�� �A�{�¢�o�)�¢�f�â�� �I�{�q�{�¢�)�"�� �·�I�)�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�� �{�ò��-
���)�¢�� �N�)�¢�o�þ�q�q�� �Û�{�q�� �à�N�ª�ª�o�þ�q�q���� �Ü�I�{�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �¢�)�ª�Ÿ�{�q�ª�N���f�)�� �A�{�¢�� �·�I�)�� �ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�ª�N�{�q�� �{�A��
the East African coastal population, was also renamed in the spring of 2021. 
Instead of a colonial ruler, the street now carries the name of Lucy Lameck, 
�þ���¼�þ�q�ì�þ�q�N�þ�q���Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���N�þ�q���Ü�I�{�����þ�o�Ÿ�þ�N�B�q�)�"���A�{�¢���Ü�{�o�)�q�<�ª���¢�N�B�I�·�ª���þ�q�"���·�I�)���£�þ�q�.���A-
rican ideal.�›�ž Renaming streets allows the perspective of African people or 
groups and PAD to be inscribed as subjects – and not objects or victims – 
into national urban history.

However, the community’s project of the heart remains the renaming of 
M*-straße, which refers to the racist name for Black people mentioned above, 
something that has been demanded by the Black community for more than 
two decades. According to the city chronicler Friedrich Nicolai, it was named 
�þ�ª���)�þ�¢�f�â���þ�ª���•�–�•�•�����þ�·���þ���·�N�o�)���Ü�I�)�q���f�N�q�B���F�¢�N�)�"�¢�N���I���S���{�A���£�¢�¿�ª�ª�N�þ�����f�þ�N�o�)�"���¢�¿�f�)���{�Û�)�¢��
�·�I�)�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���A�{�¢�·�¢�)�ª�ª���G�¢�{�¶�A�¢�N�)�"�¢�N���I�ª���¿�¢�B���#�t�N���{�f�þ�N���•�–�–�˜�$�������q���¿�q�"�)�¢�B�¢�{�¿�q�"���¢�þ�N�f-
�Ü�þ�â���ª�·�þ�·�N�{�q���Ü�þ�ª�����¢�ª�·���{�Ÿ�)�q�)�"���N�q���•�˜�•�—���Ü�N�·�I���·�I�)���q�þ�o�)���f�þ�N�ª�)�¢�I�{�A���þ�q�"���Ü�þ�ª���f�þ�·�)�¢��
�¢�)�q�þ�o�)�"�� �����f�o�þ�q�q�Ÿ�f�þ�·�ì���� �F�¢�{�o�� �•�˜�—�•�� �{�q�Ü�þ�¢�"�� �N�·�� �Ü�þ�ª�� ���þ�f�f�)�"�� �•�·�·�{�.�G�¢�{�·�)�Ü�{�I�f�.
�®�·�¢�þ�¶�)�����þ�q�"���N�q���•�˜�˜�•�����þ�ü�·�)�¢���¢�)�¿�q�N�����þ�·�N�{�q�����N�·���Ü�þ�ª���¢�)�q�þ�o�)�"���r���.�ª�·�¢�þ�¶�)���·�{���o�þ�·���I��
the street. 

�F�{�¢�� �o�{�¢�)�� �·�I�þ�q�� �’�•�� �â�)�þ�¢�ª���� �·�I�)�� ���{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â�� �I�þ�ª�� ���)�)�q�� ���B�I�·�N�q�B�� �·�{�� �¢�)�q�þ�o�)��
���{�·�I���·�I�)���ª�·�þ�·�N�{�q���þ�q�"���·�I�)���ª�·�¢�)�)�·�������q�"���ª�N�q���)���‘�•�•�“�����·�I�)�¢�)���I�þ�ª�����)�)�q���þ�q���þ�q�q�¿�þ�f��
festival at the underground station in Berlin-Mitte organized by associ-
ations from the Black community. As the street name is directly linked 

�¶�¹�� ���¼�J�*�� �r�*�Ý�� �h�À���ã�+�h�ÿ�p�*���d�+�®�¸�£�ÿ�·�*�� �(�� �£�*�r�ÿ�p�O�r�C�� �ÿ�r�#�� �«�À� � �|�£�¸�O�r�C�� � �£�|�C�£�ÿ�p���J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý�����*�£�g�O�r��
�#�*�����ÿ�+�r�*�À�d�|�*�g�g�r���ÿ�d�¸�À�*�g�g�*�«���Ü�*�£�ÿ�r�«�¸�ÿ�g�¸�À�r�C�*�r���#�O�*�+�r�*�À�*�+�g�À���ã�+�g�ÿ�p�*���d�+�«�¸�£�ÿ�«�«�*�+�À�p���*�r�*�r��
�r�À�r�C�+�À�r�#�+�£�ÿ�J�p�*�r� �£�|�C�£�ÿ�p�p�+�•�Œ�“�‘�Ž�“�•��� �J� 

https://www.berlin.de/ba-neukoelln/aktuelles/veranstaltungen/die-neue-lucy-lameck-strasse-umbenennung-und-rahmenprogramm-1075274.php
https://www.berlin.de/ba-neukoelln/aktuelles/veranstaltungen/die-neue-lucy-lameck-strasse-umbenennung-und-rahmenprogramm-1075274.php
https://www.berlin.de/ba-neukoelln/aktuelles/veranstaltungen/die-neue-lucy-lameck-strasse-umbenennung-und-rahmenprogramm-1075274.php
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to the history of enslavement, the event takes place close to August 22/23, 
�·�I�)���A�{�¢�o�)�¢�����)�N�q�B���·�I�)���"�þ�â���{�A���·�I�)���{�¿�·���¢�)�þ�c���{�A���·�I�)���N�þ�N�·�N�þ�q���¦�)�Û�{�f�¿�·�N�{�q���N�q���•�–�˜�•��
and the latter the International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave 
�¼�¢�þ�"�)�� �þ�q�"�� �N�·�ª�� �����{�f�N�·�N�{�q���� ���·�� �·�I�)�� �A�)�ª�·�N�Û�þ�f���� �ª�Ÿ�)�)���I�)�ª���� �Ÿ�{�)�·�¢�â���� �þ�q�"���o�¿�ª�N���� �þ�¢�)��
�A�{�f�f�{�Ü�)�"�����â���·�I�)���ª�â�o���{�f�N�����¢�)�q�þ�o�N�q�B���{�A���·�I�)���ª�·�¢�)�)�·�����¼�{�"�þ�â���·�I�)���ª�·�¢�)�)�·���N�ª���Ÿ�þ�¢�·�f�â��

residential but there are also 
numerous companies (e.g. a 
Hilton hotel) and institutions 
located there, including the 
embassies of Peru, Chile, and 
Lichtenstein. 

���{�ª�)�� �þ�¢�B�¿�N�q�B�� �A�{�¢�� �·�I�)�� �ª�·�¢�)�)�·��
to be renamed, including Bünd-
�q�N�ª�� ���q�·�{�q�� �à�N�f�)�I�f�o�� ���o�{�� �/�¢��-
�ª���I�þ�ü�·�� �#���q�·�{�q�� �à�N�f�I�)�f�o�� ���o�{��
Inheritance Alliance)  have sug-
�B�)�ª�·�)�"�����q�·�{�q���à�N�f�I�)�f�o�����o�{�����·�I�)��
���¢�ª�·�����f�þ���c���Ÿ�¢�{�A�)�ª�ª�{�¢���þ�·���þ���G�)�¢�o�þ�q��
university (see the Introduction), 
who fought for the rights of 
Black people in Europe. Adopt-
ing his name would maintain 
the reference to the history of the 
enslavement of Black people and 
their life in the African diaspora. 
And despite the renaming being 
opposed by many residents who 

believe that the “M” word is not racist, the district assembly of Berlin-Mitte 
�þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�¢�{�Û�)�"���·�I�)���ª�¿�B�B�)�ª�·�N�{�q���N�q�����¿�B�¿�ª�·���‘�•�‘�•�����þ�ª���"�N�"���·�I�)���"�N�ª�·�¢�N���·���{�ò�����)���N�q���r�þ�¢���I��
2021.�›�Ÿ At the time of writing, the rededication and renaming ceremony have 
�q�{�·���â�)�·���·�þ�c�)�q���Ÿ�f�þ���)�����þ�ª���f�þ�Ü�ª�¿�N�·�ª�����f�)�"�����â���¢�)�ª�N�"�)�q�·�ª���þ�¢�)���Ÿ�)�q�"�N�q�B���#�®���I�o�{�f�f���‘�•�‘�‘�$��

Since 2020, the association Decolonize Berlin has been committed to cri-
tically examining the past and present of colonialism and racism in the city. 
Some 250 people from 30 associations, some of which are Black, individual 

�¶�º�� ���6�r�|�J�£�*�r�«�¸�£�ÿ�«�«�*�������*�£�g�O�r���B�ÿ�£���*���|�Ü�*�£���£�*�r�ÿ�p�O�r�C���|�B���:�£�ÿ���O�«�¸�8���«�¸�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�7�	������� �	���d�À�g�ã���•�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ��� �J�¸�¸� �«������
�Ý�Ý�Ý�������������|�p���r�*�Ý�«���Ý�|�£�g�#�+�*�À�£�|� �*�+�‘�•�•�•�”�•�Ž�•�!

�F�O�C�À�£�*���•���’����� �|�g�g�ÿ�C�*���|�B���ÿ�r���O�p�ÿ�C�O�r�*�#�����r�¸�|�r�+�à�O�g�J�*�g�p�+
���p�|�+�®�¸�£�ÿ�·�*�����£�*�ÿ�¸�*�#���ÿ�«���ÿ�����ÿ���d�#�£�|� ���B�|�£���t�ÿ�¸�ÿ�«�J�ÿ��
�������f�*�g�g�ã�9�«��� �*�£�B�|�£�p�ÿ�r���*���6�r� �ÿ�!�ã���®�O�«�¸�*�£���
�•�������*�¸�Ý�*�*�r��
�ÿ�Ü�*�r�À�O���ÿ�r�#���d�£�*�À�í���*�£�C�	�7���«�¸�ÿ�C�*�#���ÿ�¸���N���Ã���N�*�����*�g���ÿ�p��
�Ã�B�*�£���¼�J�*�ÿ�¸�*�£���O�r�����*�£�g�O�r���O�r���Ž�Œ�•�”�����£�J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J�����'�|�£�|��
�¼�À���J

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-53348129
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-53348129
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�þ���·�N�Û�N�ª�·�ª�����þ�q�"���¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�þ�·�N�Û�)�ª���A�¢�{�o�����Û�)���"�N�ª�·�¢�N���·�ª���þ�q�"���ª�N�á���ª�)�q�þ�·�)���þ�"�o�N�q�N�ª�·�¢�þ-
tions have so far taken part in the participatory process in order to formulate 
���{�q���¢�)�·�)�� �Ÿ�¢�{�Ÿ�{�ª�þ�f�ª���� ���q�� �N�q�·�)�¢�N�o�� �¢�)�Ÿ�{�¢�·�� ���â�� �·�I�)�� ���{�{�¢�"�N�q�þ�·�N�{�q�� �{�ò�����)�� �ª�¿�o�o�þ�¢�N-
�ì�)�ª���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���¢�)�ª�¿�f�·�ª���›�  However, let us not forget that we might have moved a 
meaningful step forward, but there is still a long way to go until Berlin’s past 
ceases to cast a shadow on the future of Black people in Berlin, Germany, and 
beyond.
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Selbstverständnis. Im Gespräch mit Hassanatou Bah”, �¦�{�ª�þ�r�þ�B����Sep-
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Chapter 2  
Black Brussels 

Sibo Rugwiza Kanobana

���)�� �¢�)�ª�¿�¢�B�)�q���)�� �N�q���·�I�)�� �B�f�{���þ�f���A�{���¿�ª���{�q���¢�þ���N�ª�o���A�{�f�f�{�Ü�N�q�B���·�I�)�� �Ÿ�{�f�N���)���c�N�f�f�N�q�B���{�A��
�G�)�{�¢�B�)���F�f�{�â�"���N�q���·�I�)���Ã�®�����N�q���r�þ�â���‘�•�‘�•���Ü�þ�ª���þ�f�ª�{���¢�)�ô �f�)���·�)�"���{�q���·�I�)���ª�·�¢�)�)�·�ª���{�A���·�I�)��
Belgian capital, Brussels. And while Floyd’s death was the initiating event 
that brought together a diverse crowd of 15,000–20,000 people on June 7, 
2020, under the banner of Black Lives Matter, the demonstration was also 
an opportunity to bring to the fore a decades-long antiracism struggle that 
had been ignored for too long by authorities and established media. A taboo 
�þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�)�þ�¢�)�"�� �·�{�� �I�þ�Û�)�� ���)�)�q�� �f�N�ü�·�)�"���� �þ�f�·�I�{�¿�B�I�� �N�·�� �N�ª�� �·�{�{�� �)�þ�¢�f�â�� �·�{�� �ª�þ�â�� �Ü�I�)�·�I�)�¢�� �·�I�)�¢�)��
�Ü�N�f�f�����)���þ���f�þ�ª�·�N�q�B���)�ò�A�)���·�������ª���þ���¢�)�ª�¿�f�·�������f�þ���c�����)�f�B�N�þ�q�ª���ª�¿�"�"�)�q�f�â���ª�)�)�o�)�"���·�{���Ÿ�f�þ�â��
a critical role in understanding how to shape a more inclusive and antiracist 
�A�¿�·�¿�¢�)���� ���q�"�� �Ü�I�N�f�)���� �¿�q�·�N�f�� �¢�)���)�q�·�f�â���� �N�o�o�N�B�¢�þ�·�N�{�q�� �þ�q�"�� ���¿�f�·�¿�¢�þ�f�� �"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q���)�� �I�þ�"��
been the only legitimate ways to speak about racism, the acknowledgment of 
the colonial past, which includes addressing the traces of that colonial past 
in public space, achieved a central position in the struggle against racism.

�S�q���"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·���Ü�þ�â�ª�����·�I�)���o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·�ª�����Ÿ�f�þ�¡�¿�)�ª�����ª�·�þ�·�¿�)�ª�����)�·�������¢�)�o�N�q�N�ª���)�q�·���{�A��
the colonial past have become tools for the struggle against systemic racism, 
the advocacy of the African diaspora’s interests, and the legitimation of the 
African diaspora in the public sphere. Symbols of racial oppression, includ-
�N�q�B���ª�·�þ�·�¿�)�ª���{�A���f�N�q�B���h�)�{�Ÿ�{�f�"���S�S�����Ü�I�{���Ü�þ�ª���¢�)�ª�Ÿ�{�q�ª�N���f�)���A�{�¢���·�I�)���"�)�þ�·�I�ª���{�A���o�N�f�f�N�{�q�ª��
�{�A�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�ª�� �"�¿�¢�N�q�B�� �I�N�ª�� �¢�¿�f�)���� �I�þ�Û�)�� �f�)�B�N�·�N�o�þ�·�)�f�â�� ���)���{�o�)�� �N�q�ª�·�¢�¿�o�)�q�·�þ�f���� ���ü�·�)�¢��
more than a decade of acts that were considered vandalism, such as defacing 
�þ�q�"���"�þ�¿���N�q�B���f�N�q�B���h�)�{�Ÿ�{�f�"���S�S���ª�·�þ�·�¿�)�ª���þ�q�"���{�·�I�)�¢�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���ª�â�o���{�f�ª���·�I�¢�{�¿�B�I�{�¿�·��
Belgium with red paint, in June 2020 the authorities decided to remove a 
bust of Leopold II in Brussels and one in Ghent, as well as a statue in the city 
�{�A�� ���q�·�Ü�)�¢�Ÿ���� ���)�� �f�þ�·�·�)�¢�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �ª�)�·�� �{�q�� ���¢�)�� ���)�A�{�¢�)�� �N�·�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �·�þ�c�)�q�� �"�{�Ü�q���� ���·�·�N�·�¿�"�)�ª��
toward these problematic symbols seemed to be changing.
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���N�ª�����{�¿�f�"�����)���Û�N�)�Ü�)�"���þ�ª���þ���ª�·�)�Ÿ���A�{�¢�Ü�þ�¢�"���A�{�¢�����A�¢�N���þ�q�ª�����Ü�I�{���I�þ�Û�)�����)�)�q���Ÿ�¢�)�ª-
ent in the Low Countries (Belgium and the Netherlands) since the Renais-
sance (Earle and Lowe 2010; Hondius 2011; 2008), although their numbers 
�I�þ�Û�)�� ���)�)�q�� �ª�¿���ª�·�þ�q�·�N�þ�f�� �{�q�f�â�� �ª�N�q���)�� �·�I�)�� �•�˜�˜�•�ª���� �S�q�� �·�I�)�� �•�˜�”�•�ª���� �A�þ���N�q�B�� �þ�� �f�þ���c�� �{�A��
�f�þ���{�¢���A�{�f�f�{�Ü�N�q�B���à�{�¢�f�"���à�þ�¢���¼�Ü�{�������)�f�B�N�¿�o���)�o�Ÿ�f�{�â�)�"���N�o�o�N�B�¢�þ�q�·���Ü�{�¢�c�)�¢�ª���A�{�¢��
�N�·�ª���N�q�"�¿�ª�·�¢�â���þ�q�"���N�q�A�¢�þ�ª�·�¢�¿���·�¿�¢�)���#�ß�þ�q���r�{�f���þ�q�"���"�)���ß�þ�f�c���‘�•�•�•�$�����N�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢�����Ü�I�N�f�)��
�o�þ�q�â�� �à�)�ª�·�)�¢�q�� �/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q�� �B�{�Û�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·�ª�� ���I�{�ª�)�� �·�{�� �¢�)���¢�¿�N�·�� �Ü�{�¢�c�)�¢�ª�� �A�¢�{�o�� �·�I�)�N�¢��
colonies, Belgium did not; instead, it arranged with Mediterranean coun-
�·�¢�N�)�ª���·�{�����¢�N�q�B���N�q���·�)�o�Ÿ�{�¢�þ�¢�â���Ü�{�¢�c�)�¢�ª���#�'�)���®�o�)�·���‘�•�•�•�����h�þ�ô �f�)�¿�¢�����r�þ�¢�·�N�q�)�f�f�{�����þ�q�"��
�¦�)�þ���‘�•�•�”�����r�þ�¢�·�N�q�)�f�f�{���þ�q�"���¦�)�þ���‘�•�•�’�$�������N�ª���ª���I�)�o�)���Ü�þ�ª���N�q���f�N�q�)���Ü�N�·�I���N�·�ª�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f��
�Ÿ�{�f�N���â�������ª���/�Û�þ���þ�q�"���/�¢�N�c���®�Ü�â�q�B�)�"�{�¿�Ü���)�á�Ÿ�f�þ�N�q����
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���N�ª���Ü�þ�ª���A�{�¢���·�Ü�{���¢�)�þ�ª�{�q�ª�������¢�ª�·�����þ���ª�I�{�¢�·�þ�B�)���{�A���Ü�{�¢�c�)�¢�ª���A�{�¢���·�I�)���N�q�"�¿�ª�·�¢�N�þ�f���þ�q�"��
�þ�B�¢�N���¿�f�·�¿�¢�þ�f�� �)�á�Ÿ�f�{�N�·�þ�·�N�{�q�� �{�A�� � �{�q�B�{�� �N�·�ª�)�f�A�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �•�˜�”�•�ª���� �¢�)�ª�¿�f�·�N�q�B�� �N�q�� ���{�q�ª�N�"-
erable internal forced migration within Congo; and second, a concern that 
Congolese immigration would undermine the imagined racial homogeneity 
�{�A�����)�f�B�N�¿�o���#�f�þ�B�q�*���‘�•�•�•�����•�$�������ª���þ���¢�)�ª�¿�f�·�����·�I�)�����f�þ���c���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q���)���N�q�����)�f�B�N�¿�o���Ü�þ�ª��
limited mostly to students and diplomats from Congo, Rwanda, and Burundi 
�¿�q�·�N�f�� �·�I�)�� �•�˜�—�•�ª�� �#���¢�q�þ�¿�·�� �þ�q�"�� � �)�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�)�q�ª�� �‘�•�•�˜���� �'�)�o�þ�¢�·�� �)�·�� �þ�f���� �‘�•�•�–���� �'�)�o�þ�¢�·��
�‘�•�•�’�þ�����G�¢�*�B�{�N�¢�)���‘�•�•�•�����f�þ�B�q�*���‘�•�•�•�����r�þ�â�{�â�{�����N�·�¿�o���þ���•�˜�˜�”�$�������)���N�q�ª�·�þ���N�f�N�·�â���N�q��
�·�I�)���¢�)�B�N�{�q���A�{�f�f�{�Ü�N�q�B���·�I�)���¦�Ü�þ�q�"�þ�q���B�)�q�{���N�"�)���N�q���•�˜�˜�“�����·�I�)���A�þ�f�f���{�A���r�{���¿�·�¿���N�q���•�˜�˜�–����
�þ�q�"���·�I�)���)�q�ª�¿�N�q�B���"�)�Û�þ�ª�·�þ�·�N�q�B���Ü�þ�¢�ª���N�q��� �{�q�B�{���Ÿ�¢�{�o�Ÿ�·�)�"���þ���ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q�·���Ü�þ�Û�)���{�A��
� �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)�����¦�Ü�þ�q�"�þ�q�ª�����þ�q�"�����¿�¢�¿�q�"�N�þ�q�ª���·�{���ª�)�·�·�f�)���N�q�����)�f�B�N�¿�o���N�q���·�I�)���•�˜�˜�•�ª�����S�q��
addition, other African immigrants joined the growing population. 

�¼�{�"�þ�â�����·�I�)���q�¿�o���)�¢���{�A���£�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���{�A�����A�¢�N���þ�q���'�)�ª���)�q�·���#�£���'�$���N�q�����)�f�B�N�¿�o���N�ª���)�ª�·�N-
mated to be about 250,000 (Demart et al. 2017). However, they are not one 
���{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â���Ÿ�)�¢���ª�)�����¿�·���¢�þ�·�I�)�¢���ª�)�Û�)�¢�þ�f�����{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�N�)�ª���"�¿�)���·�{���·�I�)�N�¢���"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·�����{�¿�q-
�·�¢�N�)�ª���{�A���{�¢�N�B�N�q�����I�{�o�)���f�þ�q�B�¿�þ�B�)�ª�����¢�)�f�N�B�N�{�¿�ª���þ�ò���f�N�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�����N�o�o�N�B�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���·�¢�þ�`�)���·�{-
ries, family histories, educational backgrounds, etc. Yet, they appear to share 
a common experience of racialization, what Pap Ndiaye, called “a community 
�{�A���)�á�Ÿ�)�¢�N�)�q���)�:���#�t�"�N�þ�â�)���‘�•�•�˜�$�������)���F�¢�)�q���I���ª�{���N�{�f�{�B�N�ª�·���Ü�{�¢�c�N�q�B���{�q�����f�þ���c�q�)�ª�ª���N�q��
France, who was appointed Minister of Education and Youth by French Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron in 2022, said that they share a common interest in 
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addressing racism and the colonial legacy. However, racism and its link with 
coloniality has been partially obscured because, in Belgium, discourses of 
diversity, multiculturalism, racism, etc. have been dominated by a focus on 
���)�f�B�N�þ�q�ª���{�A���r�{�¢�{�����þ�q���þ�q�"���¼�¿�¢�c�N�ª�I���{�¢�N�B�N�q�����{�ü�·�)�q���f�¿�o�Ÿ�)�"���·�{�B�)�·�I�)�¢���þ�ª���r�¿�ª�f�N�o�ª��
�#�'�)�o�þ�¢�·�� �)�·�� �þ�f���� �‘�•�•�–���� ���¢�q�þ�¿�·�� �þ�q�"�� � �)�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�)�q�ª�� �‘�•�•�˜�$���� ���¿�ª���� �N�ª�ª�¿�)�ª�� �{�A�� �N�q�)�¡�¿�þ�f�N�·�â��
and racial discrimination are essentially understood in cultural, religious, 
and migratory terms, erasing the coloniality of power that informs the logics 
�{�A���¢�þ���N�ª�o���#���A�����¥�¿�N�`�þ�q�{���‘�•�•�•�$�������ª���þ�����{�q�ª�)�¡�¿�)�q���)�������)�f�B�N�¿�o���ª�¿�ò�A�)�¢�ª���A�¢�{�o���þ���·�)�á�·-
book example of “white amnesia” (cf. Hesse 2002) in which Black resistance 
against colonialism is forgotten. Moreover, Belgians like to think of them-
�ª�)�f�Û�)�ª���þ�ª���Ÿ�þ�¢�·���{�A���þ���ª�o�þ�f�f�����N�q�ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q�·�����þ�q�"���Ÿ�{�Ü�)�¢�f�)�ª�ª���q�þ�·�N�{�q���·�I�þ�·���I�þ�ª���I�þ�"���f�N�·�·�f�)��
historical impact (Mincke 2016). Consequently, they are usually unaware of 
the atrocities Belgian governments, businesses, and industries were involved 
in to create the wealth the nation knows today. Still, although Belgium lost its 
colonial possessions 60 years ago, the spirit of colonization is still to be found 
in the streets of its cities, undoubtedly so in Brussels (Njall Soiresse 2017).

���)�¢�)���þ�¢�)���þ���f�{�·���{�A���Ÿ�I�â�ª�N���þ�f���·�¢�þ���)�ª���{�A���·�I�)�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���Ÿ�þ�ª�·���N�q�����)�f�B�N�¿�o�<�ª���Ÿ�¿���f�N����
�ª�Ÿ�þ���)���� �Ü�N�·�I�� �þ���I�N�B�I�� ���{�q���)�q�·�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���N�q�����¢�¿�ª�ª�)�f�ª�� �#���A���� �®�·�þ�q�þ�¢�"�� �‘�•�•�˜�$���� �'�)�Ÿ�)�q�"�N�q�B��
�{�q���I�{�Ü���{�q�)�����{�¿�q�·�ª���·�I�)�o�����·�I�)�¢�)���þ�¢�)���þ�·���f�)�þ�ª�·���–�“���)�á�Ÿ�f�N���N�·���¢�)�A�)�¢�)�q���)�ª���N�q���·�I�)�����N�·�â��
to people and places linked to Belgian colonization (Jacobs 2018), although 
Lucas Catherine, a Belgian historian, counts 101 places, just including street 
names that refer to men directly responsible for the colonial endeavor along 
with numerous buildings, squares, and avenues that do not refer directly to 
colonialism but were built as a direct consequence of colonialism (Cather-
ine 2006). Meanwhile, since the early 2000s, several activist associations 
and community organizations in Brussels, whose members are majority, 
but not exclusively, of African descent, have been at the forefront of making 
�·�I�)�����f�þ���c���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q���)���þ�q�"���·�I�)���ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q���)���{�A���·�I�)�����f�þ���c���)�á�Ÿ�)�¢�N�)�q���)���I�)�þ�¢�"�����®�{�o�)��
recent publications explore the history and achievements of these organiza-
�·�N�{�q�ª���#�G�¢�*�B�{�N�¢�)�����f�þ�q�{���þ�q�þ�����þ�q�"���'�)�o�þ�¢�·���‘�•�‘�’�����'�)���)�¿���c�)�f�þ�)�¢�)���þ�q�"�������¢�þ�ª�ª�þ�¢�·��
2020). But there is still a lot of work that needs to be done, and addressing in 
�"�)�·�þ�N�f���·�I�)���ª�{���N�þ�f���ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q���)���{�A���·�I�)�ª�)���{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���þ�q�"���I�{�Ü���·�I�)�â���)�o�)�¢�B�)�"��
would exceed the focus of this chapter. However, the celebration of the 50 
years of independence of Congo in 2010 can be considered a key moment in 
bringing that legacy into the mainstream (cf. Demart and Abrassart 2016). In 
the process, the role of public space, and of a Brussels urban landscape that 



Sibo Rugwiza Kanobana52

is scattered with traces of colonialism, has served as a medium for making 
coloniality and racism visible and a subject to be addressed in earnest. 

�/�ò�A�{�¢�·�ª�� �·�{�� �"�)���{�f�{�q�N�ì�)�� �Ÿ�¿���f�N���� �ª�Ÿ�þ���)�� �N�q�� ���¢�¿�ª�ª�)�f�ª�� ���)���þ�o�)�� �¿�q�"�)�q�N�þ���f�â�� �Û�N�ª-
�N���f�)�� �N�q�� �‘�•�•�—���� �þ�f�·�I�{�¿�B�I�� �·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·�� �Ÿ�¿���f�N���� �þ���·�N�{�q�� �ª�)�)�o�ª�� �·�{�� �I�þ�Û�)�� �·�þ�c�)�q�� �Ÿ�f�þ���)�� �N�q��
2005 following the decision to renovate the �r�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·���þ�¿�á���£�N�{�q�q�N�)�¢�ª�����)�f�B�)�ª���þ�¿��
Congo (Monument to the Belgian Pioneers in Congo) in the Parc du Cinquan-
�·�)�q�þ�N�¢�)�����N�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢�����‘�•�•�—���Ü�þ�ª���þ���f�þ�q�"�o�þ�¢�c���â�)�þ�¢�����à�¢�N�·�)�¢�����Ÿ�I�N�f�{�ª�{�Ÿ�I�)�¢�����þ�q�"���þ���·�N�Û-
�N�ª�·�����*�{�Ÿ�I�N�f�)���"�)���G�N�¢�þ�¿�"���Ÿ�)�¢�A�{�¢�o�)�"���þ�����¢�N�·�N���þ�f���þ���·���{�A���Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·���þ�B�þ�N�q�ª�·���·�I�)���I�¿�B�)��
equestrian statue of Leopold II on Place de la Nation (formerly known as 
�£�f�þ���)���"�¿���¼�¢�•�q�)�$�������â�����f�N�o���N�q�B���N�·���þ�q�"���Ÿ�þ�N�q�·�N�q�B���N�·���¢�)�"���A�¢�{�o���N�·�ª���I�)�þ�"���·�{���N�·�ª���Ü�þ�N�ª�·����
�·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·�� ���{�o�o�)�o�{�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A���·�I�)�� �Ã�q�c�q�{�Ü�q��� �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)�� �®�{�f�"�N�)�¢���� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�"�� ���â��
Black associations, took place at the Memorial for the African Campaign (see 
�F�N�B�¿�¢�)�� �‘���‘�$�� �#� �þ�·�I�)�¢�N�q�)�� �‘�•�•�—���� ���)�q�� �æ�þ���{�¿���� �þ�q�"�� �����¢�þ�ª�ª�þ�¢�·�� �‘�•�•�•�$���� �þ�q�"�� �·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·��
decolonial Brussels city tour was organized, explicitly denouncing the mur-
derous aspects of Belgian colonization (Imbach 2008). 

�•�¿�·���{�A���·�I�)���f�þ�·�·�)�¢���)�o�)�¢�B�)�"��� �r� �h�'���#� �{�f�f�)���·�N�A���r�*�o�{�N�¢�)��� �{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�)���)�·���h�¿�·�·�)��
contre les Discriminations)�š���� �þ�q�� �N�q�ô �f�¿�)�q�·�N�þ�f�� �¿�q�N�q���{�¢�Ÿ�{�¢�þ�·�)�"�� �þ�ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q�� �{�A��
Pan-African activists from all parts of Belgium. Its members were initially 
exclusively PAD, and, as its name makes clear, the collective makes explicit 
�·�I�)���þ�f�f���·�{�{���{�ü�·�)�q���N�B�q�{�¢�)�"���f�N�q�c�����)�·�Ü�)�)�q�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���f�)�B�þ���â���þ�q�"���·�I�)���ª�·�¢�¿�B�B�f�)���þ�B�þ�N�q�ª�·��
�¢�þ���N�ª�o���� ���)�� ���{�f�f�)���·�N�Û�)�� ���I�þ�f�f�)�q�B�)�ª�� �þ�� �o�þ�N�q�ª�·�¢�)�þ�o�� �¢�)�þ�"�N�q�B�� �{�A�� ���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â����
�Ü�I�N���I�� �N�ª�� �N�o���¿�)�"�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �N�o�þ�B�)�ª�� �·�I�þ�·�� �·�{�{�� �{�ü�·�)�q�� �Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�� ���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�N�ª�o�� �þ�ª�� ���)�q�)�Û�{-
�f�)�q�·���� �¼�{�"�þ�â���� � �r� �h�'�� ���{�q�·�N�q�¿�)�ª�� �·�{�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�� �B�¿�N�"�)�"�� ���N�·�â�� �·�{�¿�¢�ª�� �·�I�þ�·�� �I�N�B�I�f�N�B�I�·��
the violent, racist, and exploitative aspects of the colonial past and are aimed 
�þ�·�� ���I�þ�f�f�)�q�B�N�q�B�� �þ�� �A�¢�)�¡�¿�)�q�·�f�â�� �B�f�{�¢�N���)�"�� �{�ò�����N�þ�f�� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â�� �{�A�� ���)�f�B�N�þ�q�� ���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�N�ª�o��
(Imbach 2008). For example, CMCLD has pushed for the display of plaques 
with information that would contextualize certain street names and mon-
uments, for the renaming of existing infrastructure, and for the establish-
ment of new infrastructure with names of people – and, most importantly, 
of women – who fought against colonization and for the freedom of people. 

However, there seems to be considerable resistance among politicians as 
well as in the media. Advocacy to address the colonial patrimony and the 
traces of Belgium’s colonial past, in order to understand current forms of 
inequality and discrimination, has been going on for more than a decade, 
���¿�·���Ü�N�·�I���Û�)�¢�â���f�N�·�·�f�)���)�ò�A�)���·���N�q���Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���þ�f���"�)���N�ª�N�{�q���o�þ�c�N�q�B���þ�q�"���Ü�N�"�)�¢���Ÿ�¿���f�N�����"�N�ª-

�µ�� ��� �r� �h�'���J�|�p�*� �ÿ�C�*: �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���p�*�p�|�O�£�*���|�g�|�r�O�ÿ�g�*�����*���ÿ�+� �£�|� �|�«���r�|�«�+�£�*�ÿ�g�O�«�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�«

https://www.memoirecoloniale.be/a-propos/nos-realisations
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courses (Lismond-Mertes 2018). It appears simpler to honor the South Afri-
can President Nelson Mandela by naming the new Brussels rugby stadium 
the Nelson Mandela Stadium, or to condemn US and French imperialism, 
than to have an honest conversation about Belgium’s colonial aberrations. 
It also seems easier in Brussels today to glorify those who oppressed and 
exploited rather than to honor those who fought for freedom and equality 
�#�t�`�þ�f�f���®�{�N�¢�)�ª�ª�)���‘�•�•�–�$�������ª�������I�N�f�f�)���r���)�o���)���Ü�¢�N�·�)�ª����

�¼�J�*���g�|�r�C���J�À�p�O�g�O�ÿ�¸�O�|�r���|�B�����g�ÿ���d�«���ÿ�r�#���¸�J�*�O�£���O�r�Ü�O�«�O���O�g�O�¸�ã���ÿ�£�*���«�¸�O�g�g���Ý�£�O�¸�¸�*�r���O�r���C�|�g�#�*�r��
�g�*�¸�¸�*�£�«���|�r���¸�J�*���*�r�¸�O�£�*���«�À�£�B�ÿ���*���|�B���¸�J�*���¸�*�£�£�O�¸�|�£�ã����� �r���*�p���*���Ž�Œ�Œ�’�����‘�!�˜

As the advocacy for a recontextualization of several colonial monuments has 
progressed, so too has investment in the creation and consolidation of new 
traces of the Black presence in Brussels. 

Matonge: Where Black Belgians Meet

�•�q�)�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �o�{�ª�·�� �N�o�Ÿ�{�¢�·�þ�q�·�� �N�o�Ÿ�¢�N�q�·�ª�� �I�þ�ª�� �B�¢�{�Ü�q�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N���þ�f�f�â���� �·�I�)�� �q�)�N�B�I���{�¢-
hood of Matonge, which itself is now home to two important symbolic mark-
ers of the Black presence in Brussels – Lumumba Square and a prominent 
artwork, both discussed below. Matonge takes its name from a lively and 
�A�þ�ª�I�N�{�q�þ���f�)���q�)�N�B�I���{�¢�I�{�{�"���N�q���f�N�q�ª�I�þ�ª�þ�����·�I�)���Ÿ�f�þ���)���Ü�I�)�¢�)��� �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)���®�{�¿�c�{�¿�ª��
�þ�q�"���t�"�{�o���{�f�{���o�¿�ª�N�����·�{�{�c���¢�{�{�·���þ�q�"���Ü�I�)�¢�)���þ�¢�·�N�ª�·�ª���ª�¿���I���þ�ª���£�þ�Ÿ�þ���à�)�o���þ���þ�q�"��
�f�{�ò�����•�f�{�o�N�"�)���)�o�)�¢�B�)�"�������¢�¿�ª�ª�)�f�ª�<���r�þ�·�{�q�B�)�����Ü�I�N���I���N�ª���ª�N�·�¿�þ�·�)�"���N�q���·�I�)���S�á�)�f�f�)�ª��
municipality at the Porte de Namur (Namur Gate), developed in the late 
�•�˜�•�•�ª�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �þ�¢�)�þ�� �ª�¿�¢�¢�{�¿�q�"�N�q�B�� �·�I�)�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�� �N�{�¿�ª�)�� �#�'�)�o�þ�¢�·�� �‘�•�•�’�þ�$���� ���)�� ���A�¢�N-
can House was a residence for students from the Belgian Congo, established 
when the Belgian authorities started timidly to accept Congolese to study at 
Belgian institutions of higher learning. 

� �{�q�ª�)�¡�¿�)�q�·�f�â�����·�I�)�����¿�N�f�"�N�q�B�����)���þ�o�)���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���o�)�)�·�N�q�B���Ÿ�f�þ���)���{�A��� �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)��
�ª�·�¿�"�)�q�·�ª���Ü�I�{���f�N�Û�)�"���N�q�����¢�¿�ª�ª�)�f�ª�������ü�·�)�¢���·�I�)���N�q�"�)�Ÿ�)�q�"�)�q���)���{�A��� �{�q�B�{�����·�I�)���q�)�N�B�I-
borhood became a place of reference, with boutiques, hairdressers, grocer-
ies specializing in African food products, restaurants, and bars; it became 

�¶�� ���¼�£�ÿ�r�«�g�ÿ�¸�*�#�����ã���¸�J�*���ÿ�À�¸�J�|�£�����S�r���¸�J�*���|�£�O�C�O�r�ÿ�g�����6�h�ÿ���g�|�r�C�À�*���J�À�p�O�g�O�ÿ�¸�O�|�r���#�*�«���t�|�O�£�«���*�¸���g�*�À�£���O�r�Ü�O�«�O�+
���O�g�O�¸�+���«�|�r�¸���*�r���|�£�*���+���£�O�¸�*�«���*�r���g�*�¸�¸�£�*�«���#�9�|�£���«�À�£���¸�|�À�¸�*���g�ÿ���«�À�£�B�ÿ���*���#�À���¸�*�£�£�O�¸�|�O�£�*���7��
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�þ�� �ª�Ÿ�þ���)�� �¢�)�o�N�q�N�ª���)�q�·�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �r�þ�·�{�q�B�)�� �q�)�N�B�I���{�¢�I�{�{�"�� �N�q�� �f�N�q�ª�I�þ�ª�þ���� �à�I�N�f�)�� �·�I�)��
area emerged from the fact that African students were assigned to live there, 
it never became a space of predominantly Black residence (Demart 2013a). 
Indeed, residents of African descent are estimated to constitute only 8 per-
���)�q�·���{�A���·�I�)���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���Ü�I�{���f�N�Û�)���N�q���r�þ�·�{�q�B�)���#�®�Ü�â�q�B�)�"�{�¿�Ü���þ�q�"���®�Ü�â�q�B�)�"�{�¿�Ü���‘�•�•�˜�$����
�F�¢�{�o���·�I�)���•�˜�•�•�ª���{�q�Ü�þ�¢�"�����r�þ�·�{�q�B�)�����)���þ�o�)�����¢�ª�·���þ�q�"���A�{�¢�)�o�{�ª�·���þ���o�)�)�·�N�q�B���Ÿ�f�þ���)��
for Africans living in or visiting Belgium, a social and economic center, not a 
place to necessarily settle. Matonge “functions, both symbolically and mate-
rially, as a key signifying place in the construction of Congolese diaspora 
�N�"�)�q�·�N�·�â�����Ü�I�N�f�)���ª�I�þ�Ÿ�N�q�B���þ���q�)�Ü���A�{�¢�o���{�A���;�B�f�{���þ�f�<���¿�¢���þ�q�N�·�â���N�q�����¢�¿�ª�ª�)�f�ª�:���#�N���N�"�������–�‘�$��

���)�¢�)�A�{�¢�)�����N�·���N�ª���q�{�·���ª�¿�¢�Ÿ�¢�N�ª�N�q�B���·�I�þ�·���·�I�N�ª���q�)�N�B�I���{�¢�I�{�{�"���N�ª���þ���Ÿ�f�þ���)���{�A�����f�þ���c��
political mobilization (Demart 2013b) and also the location of the two 
�o�{�ª�·�� �¢�)�o�þ�¢�c�þ���f�)�� �)�á�Ÿ�f�N���N�·�� �N�o�Ÿ�¢�N�q�·�ª�� �{�A�� ���f�þ���c�� �Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q���)�� �N�q�� ���¢�¿�ª�ª�)�f�ª���� �q�{�·�� �{�q�f�â��
�h�¿�o�¿�o���þ���®�¡�¿�þ�¢�)���#�ª�)�)���F�N�B�¿�¢�)���‘���“�$�����¿�·���þ�f�ª�{�����þ���{�¿�·���•�‘�•���o�)�·�)�¢�ª���A�¢�{�o���·�I�)���ª�¡�¿�þ�¢�)����
�·�I�)���B�N�B�þ�q�·�N�����¢�)�Ÿ�¢�{�"�¿���·�N�{�q���{�A���þ��� �I�*�¢�N���®�þ�o���þ���A�¢�)�ª���{�������)���{�¢�N�B�N�q�þ�f���N�ª���·�{�����)���A�{�¿�q�"��
in the infamous Africa Museum, in the Afropea exhibition room that focuses 
on the history of the African presence in Belgium. Entitled �r�þ�·�{�q�B�)�1�S�á�)�f�f�)�ª����
�£�{�¢�·�)���"�)���t�þ�o�¿�¢�����£�{�¢�·�)���"�)���f�B���o�{�¿�¢�� (Matonge–Ixelles. Gate of Namur! Gate of 
�h�{�Û�)���$�����N�·���Ü�þ�ª���N�q�ª�·�þ�f�f�)�"���{�q���d�¿�q�)��� �̃����‘�•�•�‘���{�q���·�I�)���Ü�þ�f�f�ª���{�A���þ���"�)�¢�)�f�N���·�����¿�N�f�"�N�q�B���þ�·��
an important crossing in the neighborhood. It was the result of a long strug-
�B�f�)�� ���â�� �"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·�� �þ�ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���� �þ�o�{�q�B�� �·�I�)�o�� �ª�)�Û�)�¢�þ�f�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �ª�·�¢�{�q�B���f�N�q�c�ª�� �·�{�� �·�I�)��
���A�¢�N���þ�q�� �"�N�þ�ª�Ÿ�{�¢�þ���� �þ�q�"�� �N�·�� �¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�ª�� �·�I�)�� �Û�)�¢�â�� ���¢�ª�·�� �)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)�� �{�A�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�� ���{�q-
�·�)�o�Ÿ�{�¢�þ�¢�â�� �þ�¢�·�� �N�q�� �þ�� ���¢�¿�ª�ª�)�f�ª�� �Ÿ�¿���f�N���� �ª�Ÿ�þ���)�� �#� �/� �� �‘�•�•�‘�$���� �•�¢�N�B�N�q�þ�f�f�â���� �·�I�)�� �Ü�{�¢�c��
�Ü�þ�ª���o�)�þ�q�·���·�{�����)���·�I�)�¢�)���·�)�o�Ÿ�{�¢�þ�¢�N�f�â�����S�·���"�N�ª�þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�)�þ�¢�)�"���A�¢�{�o���Û�N�)�Ü���N�q���‘�•�•�•���þ�ü�·�)�¢��
�·�I�)���¢�)�q�{�Û�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A���·�I�)�����¿�N�f�"�N�q�B���N�·�����{�q���)�þ�f�)�"�����N�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢�����)�ò�A�{�¢�·�ª���Ü�)�¢�)���o�þ�"�)���·�{��
�)�ª�·�þ���f�N�ª�I���·�I�)���Ü�{�¢�c���{�A���þ�¢�·���Ÿ�)�¢�o�þ�q�)�q�·�f�â���þ�q�"���N�·���¢�)�·�¿�¢�q�)�"���N�q���‘�•�•�•���{�q���·�I�)���A�þ���þ�"�)��
�{�A�� �þ�q�{�·�I�)�¢�� ���¿�N�f�"�N�q�B�� �þ�·�� �·�I�)�� �ª�þ�o�)�� ���¢�{�ª�ª�N�q�B�� ���)�·�Ü�)�)�q�� � �I�þ�¿�ª�ª�*�)�� �"�)�� �à�þ�Û�¢�)�� �þ�q�"��
� �I�þ�¿�ª�ª�*�)���"�<�S�á�)�f�f�)�ª���þ�·���·�I�)���£�{�¢�·�)���"�)���t�þ�o�¿�¢���#���{�¿�I���{�¿���‘�•�•�•�$��

���)���Ÿ�þ�N�q�·�N�q�B���N�ª�����þ�ª�)�"���{�q���·�I�)���f�{���þ�·�N�{�q���N�·�ª�)�f�A�����S�·���¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�ª���þ���ª�·�¢�)�)�·���ª���)�q�)���{�A��
Matonge in Brussels, showing in the rear a mixed crowd of Black, Brown and 
�Ü�I�N�·�)���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)�����f�f�N�q�B���N�·�ª���ª�·�¢�)�)�·�ª�����þ�q�"���N�q���·�I�)���A�¢�{�q�·���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���I�þ�Û�N�q�B���þ���"�¢�N�q�c���{�q���þ���·�)�¢-
�¢�þ���)���Ü�I�N�f�)���Ü�þ�·���I�N�q�B���{�·�I�)�¢�ª�������)���A�¢�)�ª���{�<�ª���Ÿ�¢�{�"�¿���·�N�{�q���Ü�þ�ª���Ÿ�þ�¢�·���{�A���þ�q���N�q�N�·�N�þ�·�N�Û�)���·�{��
trigger an intercultural dialogue at the heart of the Matonge neighborhood, an 
urban space that is renowned for its African imprint and is a meeting place not 
only for Blacks but for many Asians and South Americans (CEC 2002; Demart 
�‘�•�•�’�þ�$���� ���)�� �Ÿ�¢�{�`�)���·�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �þ�f�ª�{�� �Ÿ�þ�¢�·�� �{�A�� �þ�� �q�)�N�B�I���{�¢�I�{�{�"�� �¢�)�Û�N�·�þ�f�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�� �Ÿ�¢�{�B�¢�þ�o����
which was led by the Ixelles municipality in collaboration with associations, 
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�f�{���þ�f�� �ª�I�{�Ÿ�c�)�)�Ÿ�)�¢�ª���� �þ�q�"�� �¢�)�ª�N�"�)�q�·�ª���� � �/� �� �#� �{�{�Ÿ�*�¢�þ�·�N�{�q�� �0�"�¿���þ�·�N�{�q�� � �¿�f�·�¿�¢�)�$���� �þ�q��
�t�G�•�� �)�ª�·�þ���f�N�ª�I�)�"�� �N�q�� �•�˜�–�•�� �·�I�þ�·�� �A�{���¿�ª�)�ª�� �{�q�� ���{�{�Ÿ�)�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���� �)�"�¿���þ�·�N�{�q���� �þ�q�"�� ���¿�f-
�·�¿�¢�)�����N�q�Û�N�·�)�"���·�I�)���N�q�·�)�¢�q�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f�f�â���A�þ�o�{�¿�ª��� �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)���þ�¢�·�N�ª�·��� �I�*�¢�N���®�þ�o���þ���·�{�����¢�)-
�þ�·�)���þ���Ÿ�þ�N�q�·�N�q�B���N�q�ª�Ÿ�N�¢�)�"�����â���·�I�)���q�)�N�B�I���{�¢�I�{�{�"����� �I�*�¢�N���®�þ�o���þ���N�ª�����)�ª�·���c�q�{�Ü�q���A�{�¢��
paintings showing and commenting on everyday life in Congo, almost always 
including text in French and Lingala. Samba’s work highlights social problems 
such as poverty, corruption, racism, sexism, health, and crime. He explained 
that he seeks to appeal to people’s conscience and that artists must make peo-
ple think. Moreover, Samba has been invested in nourishing and refashioning 
a common identity across the African diaspora and he usually paints himself 
�þ�·���·�I�)�����)�q�·�)�¢���{�A���I�N�ª���Û�N�ª�¿�þ�f���ª�{���N�þ�f�����{�o�o�)�q�·�þ�¢�N�)�ª���#�®�þ�o���þ���þ�q�"���r�þ�B�q�N�q���‘�•�•�“�$��

�F�O�C�À�£�*���Ž���•����� �J�+�£�O���®�ÿ�p���ÿ�9�«���£�|�£�¸�*���#�*���t�ÿ�p�À�£�����£�|�£�¸���#�*���g�9���p�|�À�£�����B�£�*�«���|���� 
�£�J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J�����®�O���|���¦�À�C�Ý�O�í�ÿ���f�ÿ�r�|���ÿ�r�ÿ

���N�ª�� �Ü�{�¢�c�� �{�A�� �þ�¢�·�� �N�ª�� �q�{�� �"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·���� �N�·�� �A�)�þ�·�¿�¢�)�ª�� �þ�� �ª�)�f�A�.�Ÿ�{�¢�·�¢�þ�N�·�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �þ�¢�·�N�ª�·�� �Ü�N�·�I��
text in French and Lingala commenting on what Matonge is and represents. 
�Ã�q�"�)�¢�q�)�þ�·�I���·�I�)���ª�)�f�A�.�Ÿ�{�¢�·�¢�þ�N�·���þ�¢�)���·�I�)���Ü�{�¢�"�ª��

�r�ÿ�¸�|�r�C�*�(�S�â�*�g�g�*�«���� �G�ÿ�¸�*�� �|�B�� �t�ÿ�p�À�£���� �G�ÿ�¸�*�� �|�B�� �h�|�Ü�*���� �S�� �J�ÿ�Ü�*�� �¸�£�ÿ�Ü�*�g�*�#�� �ÿ�£�|�À�r�#�� �¸�J�*��
�Ý�|�£�g�#�	���r�*�Ü�*�£���J�ÿ�Ü�*���S���«�*�*�r���ÿ�����O�¸�ã���g�O�d�*�����£�À�«�«�*�g�«���ÿ�r�#���ÿ���r�*�O�C�J���|�£�J�|�|�#���g�O�d�*���r�ÿ�¸�|�r�C�*��
�O�r���S�â�*�g�g�*�«���Ý�J�*�£�*���*�Ü�*�£�ã���|�#�ã���O�r�¸�*�£�ÿ���¸�«���Ý�O�¸�J���*�Ü�*�£�ã���|�#�ã��� �|�Ü�*�£���•�Œ�Œ���r�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�ÿ�g�O�¸�O�*�«��
�O�r���¸�J�O�«���r�*�O�C�J���|�£�J�|�|�#���ÿ�g�|�r�*�!�����'�O�ó�ÿ���À�g�¸���¸�|���#�*�«���£�O���*���O�r���|�r�*���Ý�|�£�#���Ý�J�ÿ�¸���r�ÿ�¸�|�r�C�*��
�O�«���(�����£�À�«�«�*�g�«���|�£�����£�À�«�«�*�g�«���O�¸�«�*�g�B�������£�À�«�«�*�g�«���O�«���ÿ���p�ã�¸�J�O���ÿ�g�����O�¸�ã�������£�À�«�«�*�g�«���O�«��� �ÿ�£�ÿ�#�O�«�*���™ 

�·�� ���¼�£�ÿ�r�«�g�ÿ�¸�*�#�� ���ã�� �¸�J�*�� �ÿ�À�¸�J�|�£���� �S�r�� �¸�J�*�� �|�£�O�C�O�r�ÿ�g���� �6�r�ÿ�¸�|�r�C�*�(�S�â�*�g�g�*�«���� �£�|�£�¸�*�� �#�*�� �t�ÿ�p�À�£���� �£�|�£�¸�*�� �#�*��
�g�9���p�|�À�£�����d�9�ÿ�O���«�O�g�g�|�r�r�+���g�*���p�|�r�#�*���*�r�¸�O�*�£�	���a�ÿ�p�ÿ�O�«���a�*���r�9�ÿ�O���Ü�À���À�r�*���Ü�O�g�g�*�����|�p�p�*�����£�À�â�*�g�g�*�«���*�¸���À�r��
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���)�ª�)�� �Ü�{�¢�"�ª�� �ª�)�)�o�� �·�{�� �ª�·�¢�þ�N�B�I�·�A�{�¢�Ü�þ�¢�"�f�â�� �Ÿ�¢�þ�N�ª�)�� ���¢�¿�ª�ª�)�f�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �r�þ�·�{�q�B�)�� �A�{�¢��
their multiculturalism, but stating that Brussels is mythical and a para-
�"�N�ª�)���¢�)�Û�)�þ�f�ª���þ�����)�¢�·�þ�N�q���N�¢�{�q�â�����{�¢���)�Û�)�q���ª�þ�¢���þ�ª�o�������)���B�þ�·�)���{�A���)�q�·�¢�â���·�{���r�þ�·�{�q�B�)��
is the old city gate whose name refers to the town of Namur to the south 
�{�A�����¢�¿�ª�ª�)�f�ª�������N�ª���N�ª���þ�f�ª�{���·�I�)���q�þ�o�)���{�A���·�I�)���o�)�·�¢�{���ª�·�þ�·�N�{�q���þ�q�"�����¿�ª���ª�·�{�Ÿ�ª���Ü�I�)�¢�)��
�{�q�)���ª�I�{�¿�f�"���þ�f�N�B�I�·���N�A���Û�N�ª�N�·�N�q�B���r�þ�·�{�q�B�)�������)���q�þ�o�)���t�þ�o�¿�¢���A�{�¢�o�ª���þ�q���N�o�Ÿ�)�¢�A�)���·��
rhyme with amour (love), but Samba doesn’t claim that the Porte de Namur 
is a gate of love. Rather, he questions it and wonders whether it can be such 
�þ���Ÿ�f�þ���)�������N�ª���þ�o���N�B�¿�N�·�â���N�ª���þ�f�f���·�I�)���o�{�¢�)���þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�þ�¢�)�q�·�����)���þ�¿�ª�)�����þ�·�����¢�ª�·���B�f�þ�q���)�����·�I�)��
bright colors, the smile on Samba’s face, and the crowd give an impression of 
happiness and post-racial conviviality. However, this combines with a text 
�N�q���Ü�I�N���I���þ�q���{�f�"�)�¢���Ü�I�N�·�)���o�þ�q���ª�þ�â�ª���9�à�I�þ�·���S���ª�)�)���I�)�¢�)���ª�¿�¢�Ÿ�¢�N�ª�)�ª���o�)�����ª�N�q���)���Ü�I�)�q��
�"�{�����A�¢�N���þ�q�ª���¢�)�þ�"�����:�• as well as comments such as “I don’t like to stay too long 
in this neighborhood”�ž���þ�q�"���9���N�ª���q�)�N�B�I���{�¢�I�{�{�"���N�ª���N�q�Û�þ�"�)�"�:�Ÿ – but also “You 
have to be in a society where everybody’s mixing.”� 

As a result, this impressive work of art that dominates the urban land-
scape of Matonge expresses the tensions and contradictions that are con-
nected to a multicultural context that is imbricated with a colonial legacy. 
���)�¢�)���N�ª���q�{���q�þ�U�Û�)�����)�f�)���¢�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A���þ���ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�ª�)�"�f�â���Ÿ�{�ª�·�.�¢�þ���N�þ�f���ª�{���N�)�·�â���I�)�¢�)�������¿�·���þ��
honest engagement with the past, the present, and the future, in which Black 
and white Belgians are not only onlookers but participants who interact with 
each other, acknowledge racism, but also envision a common tomorrow. 
Meanwhile, the 12 by 15 meter reproduction that hangs on the front of a large 
building has become iconic, not only of the Matonge neighborhood and the 
African diaspora in Brussels but also of Brussels as a whole. It appears to be 
there to stay, unmoved for a decade now, and cherished by the majority of 

�¢�À�ÿ�£�¸�O�*�£�� ���|�p�p�*�� �r�ÿ�¸�|�r�C�*�� �#�9�S�â�*�g�g�*�«�� �|�Ì�� �¸�|�À�¸�� �g�*�� �p�|�r�#�*�� �«�*�� �p�/�g�*�� � � �g�À�«�� �#�*�� �•�Œ�Œ�� �r�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�ÿ�g�O�¸�+�«��
�#�ÿ�r�«�� ���*�� �«�*�À�g�� �¢�À�ÿ�£�¸�O�*�£�!���� �'�O�ó�ÿ���O�g�*�� �#�*�� �#�+���£�O�£�*�� �*�r�� �À�r�� �p�|�¸�� ���*�� �¢�À�9�*�«�¸�� �r�ÿ�¸�|�r�C�*�� �(�� ���£�À�â�*�g�g�*�«�� �|�À��
���£�À�â�*�g�g�*�«���*�g�g�*�+�p�/�p�*�������£�À�â�*�g�g�*�«���*�í�ÿ���Ü�O�g�g�*���p�ã�¸�J�O�¢�À�*�������£�À�â�*�g�g�*�«���*�í�ÿ���g�|�g�ÿ��� � �ÿ�£�ÿ�#�O�«�!�7��� �®�ÿ�p���ÿ��
�Ž�Œ�Œ�Ž�����•�!��

� �̧� ���¼�£�ÿ�r�«�g�ÿ�¸�*�#�� ���ã�� �¸�J�*�� �ÿ�À�¸�J�|�£���� �S�r�� �¸�J�*�� �|�£�O�C�O�r�ÿ�g���� �6���*�� �¢�À�*�� �a�*�� �Ü�|�O�«���O���O���p�9�+�¸�|�r�r�*�	�� �#�*� �À�O�«���¢�À�ÿ�r�#�� �g�*�«��
���B�£�O���ÿ�O�r�«���g�O�«�*�r�¸�+�O�g�«���7

�¹�� ���¼�£�ÿ�r�«�g�ÿ�¸�*�#�����ã���¸�J�*���ÿ�À�¸�J�|�£�����S�r���¸�J�*���|�£�O�C�O�r�ÿ�g�����6�a�*���r�9�ÿ�O�p�*��� �ÿ�«���£�*�«�¸�*�£���g�|�r�C�¸�*�p� �«���#�ÿ�r�«�����*���¢�À�ÿ�£�¸�+
�O�*�£���7

�º�� ���¼�£�ÿ�r�«�g�ÿ�¸�*�#�����ã���¸�J�*���ÿ�À�¸�J�|�£�����S�r���¸�J�*���|�£�O�C�O�r�ÿ�g�����6���*���¢�À�ÿ�£�¸�O�*�£���*�«�¸���*�r�Ü�ÿ�J�O�����7

�»�� ���¼�£�ÿ�r�«�g�ÿ�¸�*�#�����ã���¸�J�*���ÿ�À�¸�J�|�£�����S�r���¸�J�*���|�£�O�C�O�r�ÿ�g�����6�S�g���B�ÿ�À�¸���/�¸�£�*���#�ÿ�r�«���À�r�*���«�|���O�+�¸�+���|�Ì���¸�|�À�¸���g�*���p�|�r�#�*��
�«�*���p�/�g�*���7



Chapter 2. Black Brussels 57

Brussels’ citizens for the honesty, ambiguities, contradictions, and tensions 
it expresses. 

Black Voices of Resistance 

���)���Ÿ�¿�ª�I���·�{�����¢�)�þ�·�)���þ���Û�{�N���)���A�{�¢�����A�¢�N���þ�q�ª���N�q�����)�f�B�N�¿�o�����þ�q�����)���·�¢�þ���)�"�����þ���c���·�{���þ���·�N�Û-
�N�ª�·�� �£�þ�¿�f�� �£�þ�q�"�þ�� �F�þ�¢�q�þ�q�þ�� �#���A���� �¼�ª�I�N�·�¿�q�B�¿�� �‘�•�•�‘�$���� ���{�¢�q�� �N�q�� �•�—�—�—���q�)�þ�¢�� ���þ�q�þ�q�þ���� �N�q��
���þ�ª�.� �{�q�B�{�����I�)���·�¢�þ�Û�)�f�)�"���·�{�����)�f�B�N�¿�o���N�q���•�˜�•�•�����þ�����{�o�Ÿ�þ�q�â�N�q�B���þ�����)�f�B�N�þ�q�����{�f�{�q�N�ª�·��
�Ü�I�{���"�N�)�"���ª�I�{�¢�·�f�â���þ�ü�·�)�¢���I�N�ª���þ�¢�¢�N�Û�þ�f�����F�þ�¢�q�þ�q�þ���Ü�þ�ª���Ÿ�f�þ���)�"���N�q���·�I�)�����¿�ª�·�{�"�â���{�A���·�I�)��
man’s sister and was educated at the School of Horticulture and Agriculture 
�N�q�� �ß�N�f�Û�{�{�¢�"�)���� �þ�� ���¢�¿�ª�ª�)�f�ª�� �ª�¿���¿�¢������ �ª�¿���ª�)�¡�¿�)�q�·�f�â�� ���{�q�·�N�q�¿�N�q�B�� �I�N�ª�� �)�"�¿���þ�·�N�{�q�� �N�q��
�£�þ�¢�N�ª���þ�·���þ�q���N�q�ª�·�N�·�¿�·�)���A�{�¢���·�¢�{�Ÿ�N���þ�f���þ�B�¢�N���¿�f�·�¿�¢�)�����à�I�)�q���à�{�¢�f�"���à�þ�¢���•�q�)�����¢�{�c�)���{�¿�·����
�I�)���)�q�f�N�ª�·�)�"���N�q���·�I�)��� �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)���ß�{�f�¿�q�·�)�)�¢��� �{�¢�Ÿ�ª���þ�q�"�����)���þ�o�)���þ���G�)�¢�o�þ�q���Ÿ�¢�N�ª�{�q�)�¢��
�{�A���Ü�þ�¢���N�q�����¿�B�¿�ª�·���•�˜�•�“�����¢�)�o�þ�N�q�N�q�B���N�q���G�)�¢�o�þ�q�â���¿�q�·�N�f���·�I�)���Ü�þ�¢���)�q�"�)�"���#���¢�{�ª�)�q�ª��
�‘�•�•�“�$�����•�q���I�N�ª���¢�)�·�¿�¢�q���·�{�����)�f�B�N�¿�o�����I�)�����)���þ�o�)���N�q�Û�{�f�Û�)�"���N�q���Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���ª���þ�q�"���A�{�¿�q�"�)�"��
the Union Congolaise in Brussels and “became known in Belgium and abroad 
�A�{�¢���ª�Ÿ�)�þ�c�N�q�B���{�¿�·���A�{�¢�����A�¢�N���þ�q���¢�N�B�I�·�ª�:���#�®�·�þ�q�þ�¢�"���‘�•�•�•�����‘�’�•�$����

�/�þ���I���â�)�þ�¢�����"�¿�¢�N�q�B���·�I�)�����{�o�o�)�o�{�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A���·�I�)�����þ�Ÿ�·�¿�¢�)���{�A���¼�þ���{�¢�þ���N�q���•�˜�•�•�����þ��
�·�¿�¢�q�N�q�B���Ÿ�{�N�q�·���N�q���à�{�¢�f�"���à�þ�¢���•�q�)���þ�ü�·�)�¢���G�)�¢�o�þ�q�â�<�ª���"�)�A�)�þ�·���N�q�����A�¢�N���þ���N�q���Ü�I�N���I��
� �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)���·�¢�{�{�Ÿ�ª���Ÿ�f�þ�â�)�"���þ���c�)�â���¢�{�f�)���#� �þ�·�I�)�¢�N�q�)���‘�•�•�“�$�����£�þ�q�"�þ���I�)�þ�"�)�"���þ���"�)�f�)�B�þ-
tion of the Union Congolaise to the Grand Place in Brussels asking for recog-
�q�N�·�N�{�q���{�A���·�I�)�����A�¢�N���þ�q���Ü�þ�¢���)�ò�A�{�¢�·�����/�Û�)�q�·�¿�þ�f�f�â�����N�q���•�˜�‘�–�����þ�·���I�N�ª���N�q�ª�N�ª�·�)�q���)���þ���o�{�q-
ument paying tribute to the Congolese soldiers who died during the war was 
�N�q�þ�¿�B�¿�¢�þ�·�)�"�� �N�q�� �h�*�{�Ÿ�{�f�"�Û�N�f�f�)�� �#�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�.�"�þ�â�� �f�N�q�ª�I�þ�ª�þ�$���� �·�I�)�� �·�I�)�q�� ���þ�Ÿ�N�·�þ�f�� �{�A�� �·�I�)��
���)�f�B�N�þ�q�� � �{�q�B�{���� �q�þ�o�)�"�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �f�N�q�B�� �h�)�{�Ÿ�{�f�"�� �S�S���� �N�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢���� �Ü�I�)�q�� �I�)�� �¢�)�·�¿�¢�q�)�"��
to Congo, he died in mysterious circumstances, most probably by poisoning. 
Nobody knows who was responsible for his death, but what is known is that 
Farnana was disliked by the authorities and was considered to be a Congo-
lese who upset the colonial order.�¡ 

�N�N�ª�·�{�¢�N�þ�q�ª�� �þ�¢�B�¿�)�� �·�I�þ�·�� �N�·�� �N�ª�� ���)���þ�¿�ª�)�� �{�A�� �F�þ�¢�q�þ�q�þ���� �"�¿�����)�"�� �·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·�� � �{�q�B�{-
lese intellectual, and his activism for African rights that Belgian authorities 
enacted a policy of isolation, prohibiting Congolese from immigrating to Bel-
�B�N�¿�o���N�q���{�¢�"�)�¢���·�{���þ�Û�{�N�"���N�"�)�þ�ª���ª�¿���I���þ�ª���A�¢�)�)�"�{�o���þ�q�"���)�¡�¿�þ�f�N�·�â�����q�"�N�q�B���·�I�)�N�¢���Ü�þ�â��

�¼�� ���®�*�*���¸�J�*���Ž�Œ�•�•���#�|���À�p�*�r�¸�ÿ�£�ã�����ã���F�£�ÿ�r���|�O�«�*���h�*�Ü�O�*�	��Panda Farnana, un Congolais qui dérange�	���ÿ�¸��
�J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���ã�|�À�¸�À���*�����|�p���Ý�ÿ�¸���J���Ü�p���t� �¢��� �”�r�*�£�S��

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bNpqcC8MerI
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���þ���c���·�{���·�I�)�����{�f�{�q�â���#�®�·�þ�q�þ�¢�"���‘�•�•�•�����f�þ�B�q�*���‘�•�•�•�����/�·�þ�o���þ�f�þ���‘�•�•�˜�$�����N�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢�����·�I�)��
Black subject – note, not citizen – of the Belgian kingdom continued to play 
�q�{�·���{�q�f�â���þ�q���N�o�Ÿ�{�¢�·�þ�q�·���)���{�q�{�o�N�����¢�{�f�)�����¿�·�����"�¿�¢�N�q�B���à�{�¢�f�"���à�þ�¢���¼�Ü�{�����þ���o�N�f�N�·�þ�¢�â��
one. An estimated 22,000 soldiers and carriers of the Force Publique, as they 
were called, fought in Ethiopia alongside British troops and participated in 
�)�á�Ÿ�)�"�N�·�N�{�q�ª���·�{���à�)�ª�·�����A�¢�N���þ�����/�B�â�Ÿ�·�����d�{�¢�"�þ�q�����®�â�¢�N�þ�����S�¢�þ�¡�����þ�q�"�����¿�¢�o�þ�����N�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢����
members were denied the right to march as victors alongside Allied troops 
�N�q�� �·�I�)�� ���N�·�N�)�ª�� �{�A�� �/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)���� ���)�� ���)�f�B�N�þ�q�� �B�{�Û�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·�� �N�q�� �)�á�N�f�)�� �)�á�Ÿ�f�N���N�·�f�â�� �{���`�)���·�)�"����
afraid that the honoring of Congolese troops might trigger political ideas 
�·�I�þ�·���Ü�{�¿�f�"���`�)�{�Ÿ�þ�¢�"�N�ì�)���·�I�)�� ���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�����þ�Ÿ�N�·�þ�f�N�ª�·�� �{�¢�"�)�¢���#���¢�þ�)���c�o�þ�q���‘�•�‘�•�$���� ���ü�·�)�¢��
independence, the Belgian authorities abandoned the soldiers. None of the 
� �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)���Û�)�·�)�¢�þ�q�ª���)�Û�)�¢���¢�)���)�N�Û�)�"���þ���Ÿ�)�q�ª�N�{�q���·�{���ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·���·�I�)�N�¢���A�þ�o�N�f�N�)�ª�������)���{�q�f�â��
thing that they “received” was a monument in Brussels – the Memorial for the 
���A�¢�N���þ�q��� �þ�o�Ÿ�þ�N�B�q�����)�¢�)���·�)�"���N�q���•�˜�–�•���N�q���·�I�)���o�¿�q�N���N�Ÿ�þ�f�N�·�â���{�A���®���I�þ�)�¢���)�)�c���+���Ü�I�N���I��
was ignored until it was reappropriated by the African diaspora in Belgium 
(ibid.).

���)�� �o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f�� �Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�ª�� �·�Ü�{�� �Ÿ�¢�{���f�)�ª�� �{�A�� �ª�{�f�"�N�)�¢�ª���� �ª�·�â�f�N�ì�)�"�� �N�q�� �ª�·�)�¢�)�{�·�â�Ÿ�N-
���þ�f�� �Ü�þ�â�ª���� ���)�â�� ���{�·�I��
sport the tradi-
tional headgear for 
colonial troops of 
�·�I�)�� �·�N�o�)���� �·�I�)�� �Ü�I�N�·�)��
�{�ò �����)�¢�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �þ�� �Ÿ�N�·�I��
helmet and the 
Black soldier with 
a fez. However, the 
�"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q���)�ª�� �þ�¢�)�� �q�{�·��
only to be found in 
their hats but also in 
their facial features. 
���)�� ���f�þ���c�� �ª�{�f�"�N�)�¢��
is presented with 

thick lips and a chubby nose, while the white one has thin lips and a pointy, 
�ª�·�¢�þ�N�B�I�·���q�{�ª�)�������N�ª���o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f���ª�¿�B�B�)�ª�·�ª���·�I�þ�·�����{�·�I���þ�¢�)���)�¡�¿�þ�f�����·�I�)�â�����¢�{�ª�ª���I�þ�q�"�ª��
�þ�ª���þ�����{�f�f�þ���{�¢�þ�·�N�Û�)���B�)�ª�·�¿�¢�)�����S�·���N�ª���þ���¢�)�o�þ�¢�c�þ���f�)���o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·���A�{�¢���·�Ü�{���¢�)�þ�ª�{�q�ª����
f irst, because it was erected in tribute to all the operations carried out in 
���A�¢�N���þ�����A�¢�{�o���·�I�)���ª�{�.���þ�f�f�)�"���þ�q�·�N�.�ª�f�þ�Û�)�¢�â�����þ�o�Ÿ�þ�N�B�q�ª���N�q���·�I�)���f�þ�·�)���•�˜�·�I�����)�q�·�¿�¢�â��

�F�O�C�À�£�*���Ž���Ž�����¼�J�*���r�*�p�|�£�O�ÿ�g���B�|�£���¸�J�*�����B�£�O���ÿ�r��� �ÿ�p� �ÿ�O�C�r���� 
�£�J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J�����r�*�£�O�a�r���ß�ÿ�r���#�*���£�|�g��� ���£�*�ÿ�¸�O�Ü�*�����|�p�p�|�r�«�!
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�¿�q�·�N�f�� �à�{�¢�f�"�� �à�þ�¢�� �¼�Ü�{���� �þ�q�"�� �ª�)���{�q�"���� ���)���þ�¿�ª�)�� �N�·�� �N�ª�� �·�I�)�� �{�q�f�â�� �c�q�{�Ü�q�� �o�{�q�¿-
ment on which the white and Black protagonists face each other, at the 
same height, without the white man dominating the Black “other.” 

���)���¿�q�N�¡�¿�)�q�)�ª�ª���{�A���·�I�)���o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·���þ�q�"���·�I�)���N�o�Ÿ�{�¢�·�þ�q�·���ª�·�{�¢�â���N�·���·�)�f�f�ª���I�þ�Û�)���f�)�"��
Brussels PAD  associations to organize an alternative and activist ceremony 
every November 11 since 2008, to commemorate the Unknown Congolese Sol-
�"�N�)�¢�������N�ª���N�ª���)�¡�¿�N�Û�þ�f�)�q�·���·�{���·�I�)���{�ò�����N�þ�f�����¢�o�N�ª�·�N���)�����)�¢�)�o�{�q�â���þ�·���·�I�)���o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·��
for the Unknown Soldier at the Congress Column in central Brussels (Cather-
�N�q�)���‘�•�•�—�$�������¿�ª�����A�{�¢���o�{�¢�)���·�I�þ�q���þ���"�)���þ�"�)�������)�f�B�N�¿�o�<�ª�����A�¢�N���þ�q�����{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�N�)�ª���I�þ�Û�)��
laid claim to this monument, using it as a place of remembrance of the African 
���{�q�·�¢�N���¿�·�N�{�q���·�{���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���þ�q�"���þ�f�ª�{���{�A�����f�þ���c���ª�¿�ò�A�)�¢�N�q�B���þ�q�"���)�á���f�¿�ª�N�{�q��

However, the memorial is still problematic for several reasons. First and 
foremost, the aesthetics perpetuate racial stereotypes and obscure the racist 
oppression and violence that were part of everyday life in the Force Publique. 
Second, while it presents an image of racial equality, it is in fact an excuse to 
�)�á���f�¿�"�)���þ�q�"���N�B�q�{�¢�)���·�I�)�����A�¢�N���þ�q���Ü�þ�¢���)�ò�A�{�¢�·���A�¢�{�o���·�I�)���¢�)�B�¿�f�þ�¢���Ü�þ�¢�����{�o�o�)�o�{-
�¢�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�����o�{�ª�·���q�{�·�þ���f�â���·�I�)���þ�q�q�¿�þ�f���à�{�¢�f�"���à�þ�¢���•�q�)�����¢�o�N�ª�·�N���)�����{�o�o�)�o�{�¢�þ�·�N�{�q��
�N�q���·�I�)�����)�q�·�)�¢���{�A���·�I�)�����N�·�â�������N�¢�"�����q�{�·���{�q�f�â���"�{�)�ª���·�I�)���o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f���)�¢�þ�ª�)���·�I�)���A�þ���·���·�I�þ�·��
the Force Publique was made complicit in the terror that the colonial author-
�N�·�N�)�ª���N�q�ô �f�N���·�)�"���{�q���·�I�)��� �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)�����N�·���þ�f�ª�{���¿�q�"�)�¢�Ü�¢�N�·�)�ª���þ�q���{���ª�)�ª�ª�N�{�q���Ü�N�·�I��
�o�N�f�N�·�þ�¢�â���þ���I�N�)�Û�)�o�)�q�·�ª���þ�q�"���·�I�)���B�f�{�¢�N�����þ�·�N�{�q���{�A���Ü�þ�¢���+���{�¢�����þ�ª�������I�N�f�f�)���r���)�o���)��
�)�f�{�¡�¿�)�q�·�f�â���ª�·�þ�·�)�ª��

�¼�J�ÿ�¸���«�|���p�ÿ�r�ã���|�B���¸�J�*�«�*���p�|�r�À�p�*�r�¸�«���ÿ�£�*���#�*�#�O���ÿ�¸�*�#���¸�|���¸�J�*���C�g�|�£�ã���|�B���«�|�g�#�O�*�£�«���ÿ�r�#��
�«�*�£�Ü�O���*�p�*�r���O�r�#�O���ÿ�¸�*�«���J�|�Ý���#�*�*� ���¸�J�*���J�ÿ���O�¸���|�B���p�ÿ�«�«�ÿ���£�*���r�|�Ý���g�O�*�«���O�r���|�À�£�����|�g�g�*���+
�¸�O�Ü�*���À�r���|�r�«���O�|�À�«����� �r���*�p���*���Ž�Œ�Œ�’�����•�!�Ÿ

Yet, even if we take this pertinent critique into consideration, the yearly com-
�o�)�o�{�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A���·�I�)�����A�¢�N���þ�q���Ü�þ�¢���)�ò�A�{�¢�·���N�ª���{�A���B�¢�)�þ�·���N�o�Ÿ�{�¢�·�þ�q���)���N�q���¿�q�"�)�¢�ª�·�þ�q�"�N�q�B��
the humanity of African traces in Belgian history and the common history 
we, of all races, share. It is an example of how monuments can be reappropri-
ated to bring people together even if they have been erected to divide. Conse-
�¡�¿�)�q�·�f�â�����þ�ª��� �f�)�·�·�)�.�G�þ�c�¿���þ���þ�q�"���ß�þ�q�"�)�¢���/�f�ª�·���#�‘�•�•�—�$���)�á�Ÿ�f�þ�N�q�����·�I�)���Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���þ�f���þ���·�N�{�q��

�½�� ���¼�£�ÿ�r�«�g�ÿ�¸�*�#�����ã���¸�J�*���ÿ�À�¸�J�|�£�����S�r���¸�J�*���|�£�O�C�O�r�ÿ�g�����6�¥�À�9�ÿ�À�¸�ÿ�r�¸���#�*�����*�«���p�|�r�À�p�*�r�¸�«���«�|�O�*�r�¸�����|�r�«�ÿ���£�+�«��
���� �g�ÿ�� �C�g�|�O�£�*�� �#�*�«�� �«�|�g�#�ÿ�¸�«�� �*�¸�� �#�*�«�� �p�O�g�O�¸�ÿ�O�£�*�«�� �O�r�#�O�¢�À�*�� ���� �¢�À�*�g�� �r�O�Ü�*�ÿ�À�� �#�*�� � �£�|�B�|�r�#�*�À�£�� �C�T�¸�� �#�+�«�|�£�+
�p�ÿ�O�«�	���#�ÿ�r�«���r�|�¸�£�*���O�r���|�r�«���O�*�r�¸�����|�g�g�*���¸�O�B�	���g�9�ÿ�����|�À�¸�À�p�ÿ�r���*���ÿ�À���p�ÿ�«�«�ÿ���£�*���7��
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in which the reappropriation of colonial monuments is situated is not just 
about a restitution of the past, but just as much a way to communicate the 
emancipatory struggles and active transformation of a still racist present. 

���N�ª�����)���þ�o�)���þ���A�{���¿�ª���N�q���‘�•�•�—�����"�¿�¢�N�q�B�����)�¢�)�o�{�q�N�)�ª���A�{�¢���·�I�)�����)�q�·�)�q�þ�¢�â���{�A���·�I�)��
���¢�o�N�ª�·�N���)�������)�f�B�N�þ�q�������¢�N�·�N�ª�I�����þ�q�"��� �þ�q�þ�"�N�þ�q���ô �f�þ�B�ª���ô �f�)�Ü���q�)�á�·���·�{���·�I�{�ª�)���{�A���A�{�¢�o�)�¢��
���¢�N�·�N�ª�I�� ���{�f�{�q�N�)�ª�� �þ�·�� �·�I�)�� �¼�{�o���� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �Ã�q�c�q�{�Ü�q�� �®�{�f�"�N�)�¢�� �þ�·�� �·�I�)�� � �{�q�B�¢�)�ª�ª�� � �{�f-
�¿�o�q���� �â�)�·�� �·�I�)�¢�)���Ü�þ�ª���q�{��� �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)�� �ô �f�þ�B���� �þ�f�·�I�{�¿�B�I�� �I�¿�q�"�¢�)�"�ª�� �{�A���·�I�{�¿�ª�þ�q�"�ª���{�A��
� �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)���Ÿ�f�þ�â�)�"���þ���f�)�þ�"�N�q�B���¢�{�f�)���N�q���·�I�)���{�¿�·���{�o�)���{�A���·�I�)�����{�q�ô �f�N���·�������q�"���·�I�N�ª���Ü�þ�ª��
not due to a lack of interest on the part of Black organizations to include this 
�Ÿ�þ�¢�·���{�A���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���N�q���·�I�)���{�ò�����N�þ�f�����)�¢�)�o�{�q�â�������)�N�¢���)�ò�A�{�¢�·�ª���þ�q�"���¢�)�¡�¿�)�ª�·�ª���Ü�)�¢�)���ª�â�ª-
�·�)�o�þ�·�N���þ�f�f�â���¢�)�`�)���·�)�"���#�'�)�o�þ�¢�·���þ�q�"���'�N���¿�þ�����·�I�þ�Ÿ�{�f���‘�•�•�—�$�������N�ª���N�ª���þ�q���)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)���{�A��
�I�{�Ü�����)�f�B�N�¿�o���I�þ�ª���þ���"�N�ò�����¿�f�·���·�N�o�)���"�)�þ�f�N�q�B���Ü�N�·�I���N�·�ª�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���Ÿ�þ�ª�·�����·�I�þ�·���·�I�)�����f�þ���c��
�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q���)���N�ª���)�¢�þ�ª�)�"���þ�q�"���N�B�q�{�¢�)�"���þ�·���·�I�)�����)�q�·�)�¢���+���N�q���·�I�N�ª�����þ�ª�)�����þ�·���·�I�)���{�ò�����N�þ�f�����)�¢�)-
mony, where only white Belgians were commemorated next to other nation-
alities, but not the formerly colonized Congolese subjects of Belgian Congo.

Since 2007, several Black activist associations have demanded that the 
authorities and the royal family include the African contribution to the war 
�)�ò�A�{�¢�·���N�q���{�ò�����N�þ�f�����¢�o�N�ª�·�N���)�����{�o�o�)�o�{�¢�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�������ª���þ���¢�)�ª�¿�f�·�����N�q���‘�•�•�•�����·�I�)�����)�f�B�N�þ�q��
government laid a wreath in front of the Memorial for the African Campaign. 
���þ�·���â�)�þ�¢���Ü�þ�ª���þ�f�ª�{���·�I�)�����)�q�·�)�q�þ�¢�â���{�A���·�I�)�����þ�Ÿ�·�¿�¢�)���{�A���¼�þ���{�¢�þ�����Ü�I�N���I���o�þ�¢�c�)�"���·�I�)��
beginning of the end of the German Empire (Roulette 2018), but the ceremony 
was not a moment of inclusion; rather, it was one of racial segregation. And 
�N�·���"�N�"���q�{�·���I�þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�)�q���)�Û�)�¢�â���â�)�þ�¢�������ü�·�)�¢���‘�•�•�•�����·�I�)���{�ò�����N�þ�f�����)�¢�)�o�{�q�â���Ü�)�q�·�����þ���c���·�{��
�N�·�ª���Ü�I�N�·�)���q�{�¢�o�þ�f���â���þ�q�"���q�{���A�{�¢�o�þ�f���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q���)���{�A���ª�·�þ�·�)���{�ò�����N�þ�f�ª���Ü�þ�ª���·�{�����)���A�{�¿�q�"��
again at the African memorial during Armistice celebrations. Even if the 
�I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���{�A���·�I�)�����þ�·�·�f�)���{�A���¼�þ���{�¢�þ���N�ª���Ü�N�"�)�f�â���þ���c�q�{�Ü�f�)�"�B�)�"���þ�ª���"�N�Û�N�ª�N�Û�)�����N�·���N�ª���{�q�f�â��
seen as a white individual achievement. Indeed, a memorial in the city’s 
Forest municipality honors one person for this battle, who is presented as a 
�Ü�I�N�·�)�� �o�þ�q���Ü�I�{�� �9�ª�N�q�B�f�)�I�þ�q�"�)�"�f�â�:�� �Ü�{�q���·�I�)�� ���þ�·�·�f�)�� �{�A���¼�þ���{�¢�þ���� �G�)�q�)�¢�þ�f�� � �I�þ�¢�f�)�ª��
�¼�{�o���)�¿�¢�����c�q�N�B�I�·�)�"���þ�ª�����þ�¢�{�q���{�A���¼�þ���{�¢�þ��

Patrice Lumumba Square: Claiming Black Spaces 

An important symbol of Black presence in Brussels and recent addition to 
�·�I�)�� ���N�·�â�<�ª�� �Ÿ�¿���f�N���� �ª�Ÿ�þ���)�� �N�ª�� �£�þ�·�¢�N���)�� �h�¿�o�¿�o���þ�� �®�¡�¿�þ�¢�)���� �S�·�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �{�ò�����N�þ�f�f�â�� �N�q�þ�¿�B�¿-
rated on June 30, 2018, on the Democratic Republic of Congo’s (DRC’s) day of 
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independence. Standing at the entrance to a central location for African peo-
ples – the Matonge neighborhood (described above) – the square is the result 
of more than a decade of advocacy for public space that pays respect to the 
�o�¿�¢�"�)�¢�)�"�� ���¢�ª�·�� �Ÿ�¢�N�o�)�� �o�N�q�N�ª�·�)�¢�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �'�¦� ���� � �{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�� �Ü�N�·�I��
�ª�·�¢�{�q�B�����A�¢�{�.���)�f�B�N�þ�q���þ�ò���f�N�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�����ª�¿���I���þ�ª�����)�f�B�N�þ�q�����A�¢�{�"�)�ª���)�q�"�þ�q�·�ª��� �{�o�o�N�·�·�)�)��
�#�����r�f�•�$���� � �I�þ�q�B�)���� � �r� �h�'���� �þ�q�"�� �G�¢�{�¿�Ÿ�)�o�)�q�·�� �"�)�ª�� �F�)�o�o�)�ª�� ���A�¢�N���þ�N�q�)�ª�� �S�q�ª�Ÿ�N-
rantes et Actives (GFAIA), played a central role to achieve this (CMCLD 2018), 
�þ�f�{�q�B�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �{�·�I�)�¢�� ���{�f�f�)���·�N�Û�)�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �)�ò�A�{�¢�·�ª�� ���â�� �N�q�"�N�Û�N�"�¿�þ�f�� �N�q�·�)�f�f�)���·�¿�þ�f�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �f�{���þ�f��
citizens (Duval and Delobel 2018; Lismond-Mertes 2018). Most advocates had 
initially proposed another location, a square in the municipality of Ixelles 
behind Saint Boniface church, in the heart of Matonge. An informal street 
plaque with the name had already been put there by activists, and, thanks to 
�þ�����)�f�B�N�þ�q���t�G�•�<�ª�����â���)�¢���N�q�·�)�¢�Û�)�q�·�N�{�q�����N�A���â�{�¿���ª�)�þ�¢���I���A�{�¢���N�·���N�q���G�{�{�B�f�)���r�þ�Ÿ�ª�����â�{�¿��
�Ü�N�f�f�� ���q�"�� �F�¿�·�¿�¢�� �£�f�þ���)�� �h�¿�o�¿�o���þ���� �æ�)�·���� �·�I�)�� �S�á�)�f�f�)�ª�� �o�¿�q�N���N�Ÿ�þ�f�N�·�â�� �¢�)�A�¿�ª�)�"�� �·�{�� �¿�ª�)��
that location (Ben Yacoub and Abrassart 2016) and rejected the idea of a square 
�q�þ�o�)�"���þ�ü�·�)�¢���h�¿�o�¿�o���þ�����þ�¢�B�¿�N�q�B���·�I�þ�·���I�)���Ü�þ�ª���q�{�·���þ���¿�q�N�A�â�N�q�B�����B�¿�¢�)���#�'�¿�Û�þ�f���þ�q�"��
Delobel 2018). Eventually, an interpellation by Zoubida Jellab, a councilor for 
�·�I�)���ß�N�f�f�)�� �"�)�����¢�¿�á�)�f�f�)�ª���o�¿�q�N���N�Ÿ�þ�f�N�·�â�����B�{�·���·�I�)�����þ�f�f�� �¢�{�f�f�N�q�B���A�{�¢���·�I�)���)�ª�·�þ���f�N�ª�I�o�)�q�·��
�{�A���þ���h�¿�o�¿�o���þ���®�¡�¿�þ�¢�)���þ�·���ß�N�f�f�)���"�)�����¢�¿�á�)�f�f�)�ª�<�ª�����{�¢�"�)�¢���Ü�N�·�I���S�á�)�f�f�)�ª���+���N���)�������þ�·���·�I�)��
Porte de Namur, the gate of entry to the Matonge neighborhood in Ixelles (Lis-
mond-Mertes 2018).

�F�O�C�À�£�*���Ž���•�����¼�J�*���O�r�B�|�£�p�ÿ�g���®�¢�À�ÿ�£�*���h�À�p�À�p���ÿ�����*�J�O�r�#���®�ÿ�O�r�¸�����|�r�O�B�ÿ���*�����J�À�£���J�����£�J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J�����®�O���|��
�¦�À�C�Ý�O�í�ÿ���f�ÿ�r�|���ÿ�r�ÿ

���)���¡�¿�)�ª�·�N�{�q���¢�)�o�þ�N�q�ª���Ü�I�)�·�I�)�¢���·�I�)���)�ª�·�þ���f�N�ª�I�o�)�q�·���{�A���·�I�)���ª�¡�¿�þ�¢�)�����þ�q�����)�����{�q�ª�N�"-
ered a change in the way in which public authorities in Belgium are address-
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�N�q�B�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���þ�q�"���N�·�ª���¢�)���{�f�f�)���·�N�{�q�����à�I�N�f�)���N�·���N�ª���þ���ª�·�)�Ÿ���N�q���·�I�)���¢�N�B�I�·���"�N�¢�)��-
tion, one cannot deny that negationist forces in relation to colonial crimes 
�þ�¢�)�� �ª�·�N�f�f�� �þ�·�� �Ÿ�f�þ�â�� �Ü�N�·�I�N�q�� �ª�·�þ�·�)�� �ª�·�¢�¿���·�¿�¢�)�ª�� �#���A���� � �f�)�·�·�)�.�G�þ�c�¿���þ�� �þ�q�"�� �ß�þ�q�"�)�¢�� �/�f�ª�·��
2018). Moreover, the square cannot be called a “proper” square, which is what 
�·�I�)���N�q�N�·�N�þ�f���£�f�þ���)���h�¿�o�¿�o���þ���þ���·�N�Û�N�ª�·�ª���ª�·�¢�N�Û�)�"���A�{�¢�������)���9�¢�)�þ�f�:���ª�¡�¿�þ�¢�)���N�ª���{�ò�����N�þ�f�f�â��
�þ���·�¢�N�þ�q�B�¿�f�þ�¢�����¢�{�ª�ª�N�q�B���{�A���·�I�¢�)�)���ª�·�¢�)�)�·�ª�����Ü�N�·�I���þ���f�{�Ü���Û�{�f�¿�o�)���·�¢�þ�ò���������ª�¿�¢�¢�{�¿�q�"�)�"��
���â�� �I�{�¿�ª�)�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �·�¢�)�)�ª���� �þ�q�"�� �A�)�þ�·�¿�¢�N�q�B�� �·�I�)�� �·�)�¢�¢�þ���)�� �{�A�� �þ�� �f�{���þ�f�� ���þ�¢���� ���)�� �{�ò�����N�þ�f��
Place Lumumba, however, is just a little piece of the sidewalk�š�™ (Braeckman 

2018), limited to a narrow strip 15 meters 
by 50 meters, between the taxi stand at the 
metro station’s exit and Avenue Marnix, 
�þ�� �f�þ�¢�B�)�� �þ�Û�)�q�¿�)�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �I�)�þ�Û�â�� �·�¢�þ�ò������ �·�I�þ�·�� �N�ª��
part of the Brussels ring road, nicknamed 
la petite ceinture, that circumvents the city 
center. Consequently, no buildings will 
ever have Lumumba Square as an address 
(Lismond-Mertes 2018).

In essence, Lumumba Square is limited 
to a plaque, which is nearly invisible com-
pared with the large advertisements sur-
rounding the square. As historian Elikia 
M’Bokolo said during his speech at the 
inauguration, this plaque may be a revolu-
tion, but it is not enough. A square without 
a statue, monument, or other symbol may 
become a subtle way to perpetuate a failure 
to acknowledge the value of the person who 
embodies the Congolese will for indepen-
�"�)�q���)�� �þ�q�"�� �ª�{�Û�)�¢�)�N�B�q�·�â���� ���)�� �o�þ�â�{�¢�� �{�A�� �ß�N�f�f�)��
de Bruxelles municipality appeared to be 

aware of this in 2018, as he explained in an interview with �h�)�� �®�{�N�¢, a Fran-
cophone Belgian daily newspaper. He claimed that the municipality wanted 
�ª�{�o�)�·�I�N�q�B���ª�·�¢�{�q�B���·�{�� ���)�� �þ�"�"�)�"�� �·�{�� �·�I�)�� �ª�¡�¿�þ�¢�)���� ���)�¢�)�A�{�¢�)���� �q�)�á�·�� �·�{�� �·�I�)�� �Ÿ�f�þ�¡�¿�)����
a monument would be displayed in the months following the inauguration. 
���)�� �þ�¿�·�I�{�¢�N�·�N�)�ª�� �¢�)�Ÿ�{�¢�·�)�"�f�â�� �A�¢�)�)�"�� �¿�Ÿ�� �o�{�q�)�â�� �·�{�� ���q�þ�q���)�� �þ�� ���þ�f�f�� �A�{�¢�� �þ�¢�·�N�ª�·�� �Ÿ�¢�{-

�µ��́� ���¼�£�ÿ�r�«�g�ÿ�¸�*�#�����ã���¸�J�*���ÿ�À�¸�J�|�£�����S�r���¸�J�*���|�£�O�C�O�r�ÿ�g�����6�À�r�����|�À�¸���#�*���¸�£�|�¸�|�O�£���7

�F�O�C�À�£�*���Ž���•�����¼�J�*���|�ó �ÿ���O�ÿ�g���h�À�p�À�p���ÿ��
�®�¢�À�ÿ�£�*���«�O�C�r���ÿ�¸���¸�J�*���£�|�£�¸�*���#�*���t�ÿ�p�À�£����
�£�J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J�����®�O���|���¦�À�C�Ý�O�í�ÿ���f�ÿ�r�|���ÿ�r�ÿ
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�Ÿ�{�ª�þ�f�ª���A�{�¢���ª�¿���I���þ���o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·���#���N�)�¢�o�*���‘�•�•�—�$�������¿�·���·�Ü�{���â�)�þ�¢�ª���f�þ�·�)�¢���q�{�·�I�N�q�B���I�þ�"��
happened and the mayor’s spokesperson refuted the statement from 2018 by 
�þ�q�q�{�¿�q���N�q�B���·�I�þ�·���9���)�¢�)���Ü�N�f�f�����)���q�{���ª�·�þ�·�¿�)�:���þ�q�"�����f�þ�N�o�N�q�B���·�I�þ�·���9���)�¢�)���Ü�þ�ª���q�{��
�þ�B�¢�)�)�o�)�q�·���þ���{�¿�·���·�I�þ�·�����N�·���Ü�þ�ª���{�q�f�â���þ���f�)�þ�"���!�·�{���)�á�Ÿ�f�{�¢�)�"�:���#���N�·�)�"���N�q���G�þ�f�N�q�"�{���‘�•�‘�•�$��

Maybe a statue of another individual is not what is needed (cf. Mbembe 
2006), but, while there may now be a street sign referring to a Lumumba 
Square and a plaque with some contextualization, the municipality still 
honors Belgian colonists who committed crimes against humanity in its 
public space in a much more prestigious way. Elikia M’Bokolo addressed 
this at the inauguration, when he pointed out that the establishment of 
a Lumumba Square should logically lead to a questioning and revisiting 
of other public spaces that are directly linked to colonialism. He asked 
�·�I�)�� ���¢�{�Ü�"�� �Ü�I�)�·�I�)�¢�� �N�·�� ���{�¿�f�"�� �þ�����)�Ÿ�·�� �·�I�þ�·�� �·�I�)�� �ª�¡�¿�þ�¢�)�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �{�q�f�â�� �q�þ�o�)�"�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢��
Lumumba, without any further spatial planning, while not too far away 
�þ�� ���¿�ª�·�� �N�q�� �þ�� �Ÿ�þ�¢�c�� �B�f�{�¢�N���)�ª�� �0�o�N�f�)�� �®�·�{�¢�o�ª���� �þ�� ���{�f�{�q�N�ª�·���� �þ�ª�ª�þ�ª�ª�N�q���� �þ�q�"�� ���¢�N�o�N�q�þ�f��
�#���{�¿�ò���{�¿�á���‘�•�•�—�$�����þ�q�"���`�¿�ª�·���’�•�•���o�)�·�)�¢�ª���þ�Ü�þ�â���þ���I�¿�B�)���o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·���B�f�{�¢�N���)�ª���f�N�q�B��
�h�)�{�Ÿ�{�f�"���S�S�����·�I�)���o�þ�q���Ü�I�{���ª�â�o���{�f�N�ì�)�ª���·�I�)���I�{�¢�¢�{�¢���·�I�þ�·���Ü�þ�ª���N�q�ô �f�N���·�)�"���{�q��� �{�q�B�{��
when it was colonized by the Belgians.�š�š�����)�ª�)���o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·�ª�����q�)�á�·���·�{���ª�{���o�þ�q�â��
others, legitimize the colonial conquest by obscuring its destructive char-
�þ���·�)�¢�� �#� �f�)�·�·�)�.�G�þ�c�¿���þ�� �þ�q�"�� �ß�þ�q�"�)�¢�� �/�f�ª�·�� �‘�•�•�—�$���� �F�¿�¢�·�I�)�¢�o�{�¢�)���� �·�I�)�� �Ÿ�¢�{���f�)�o�� �N�ª��
that the authorities viewed the inauguration of the square as an event for 
African communities, not as a Belgian event. However, it is essential that it 
is not seen as a memorial for associations of PAD , but as a tool of inclusive 
citizenship that aims to decolonize Belgian society as a whole (Njall Soir -
�)�ª�ª�)���‘�•�•�—�$�������)���¡�¿�)�ª�·�N�{�q���N�ª���N�q�"�)�)�"���Ü�I�)�·�I�)�¢���þ�����{�¿�q�·�¢�â���·�I�þ�·���ª�)�f�A�.�N�"�)�q�·�N���)�ª���þ�ª��
democratic chooses disunity and dissension by holding on to its colonial 
symbols, or whether it wants to move forward and create an inclusive soci-
ety in which the African diaspora does not need to legitimize itself, and in 
which the public space is respectful of all its citizens, Black and white, past 
�þ�q�"���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·���#�ß�N�q���)�q�·���‘�•�‘�•�$��

�r�{�¢�)�{�Û�)�¢���� �h�¿�"�{�� �'�)�� �à�N�·�·�)�� �Ÿ�{�N�q�·�ª�� �·�{�� �·�I�)�� �"�þ�q�B�)�¢���·�I�þ�·�� �Ü�)�����{�¿�f�"�� �)�q�"���¿�Ÿ���N�q��
�Ü�I�þ�·���N�)�¢���)�¢�·���r�þ�¢���¿�ª�)�����þ�f�f�)�"���9�¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�ª�N�Û�)���·�{�f�)�¢�þ�q���)�:���#�à�{�f�ò�A�����r�{�{�¢�)�����þ�q�"���r�þ�¢-
���¿�ª�)�� �•�˜�–�•���� �—�•�+�•�‘�’�$���� �Ü�I�)�¢�)�� �{�q�)�� �·�I�N�q�B�� �N�ª�� �·�{�f�)�¢�þ�·�)�"�� �N�q�� �{�¢�"�)�¢�� �·�{�� �¢�)���¿�c�)�� �þ�q�{�·�I�)�¢����
���)���"�þ�q�B�)�¢���N�ª���·�I�þ�·���·�I�)���)�ª�·�þ���f�N�ª�I�o�)�q�·���{�A���h�¿�o�¿�o���þ���®�¡�¿�þ�¢�)���o�þ�â�����)���·�þ�c�)�q���þ�ª���þ��
tool not for decolonizing society as a whole, but rather to mute any further 

�µ�µ�� ���r�*�ÿ�r�Ý�J�O�g�*���¸�J�*���/�p�O�g�*���®�¸�|�£�p�«�����À�«�¸���Ý�ÿ�«���£�*�p�|�Ü�*�#�����ã���ÿ�À�¸�J�|�£�O�¸�O�*�«���|�r���d�À�r�*���•�Œ���Ž�Œ�Ž�Ž��
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�)�ò�A�{�¢�·�ª�� �þ�·�� �"�)���{�f�{�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q���� �æ�)�·���� �þ�� �ª�·�¢�)�)�·�� �ª�N�B�q�� �{�¢�� �þ�� �Ÿ�f�þ�¡�¿�)�� �N�ª�� �q�{�·�� �)�q�{�¿�B�I���� �N�·�� �N�ª��
not even a beginning. In a best case scenario, it is a letter of intent. Indeed, 
more and deeper work is needed, mentalities have to change, and the whole 
�{�A���·�I�)���Ÿ�¿���f�N�����ª�Ÿ�þ���)���ª�I�{�¿�f�"�����)���"�)���{�f�{�q�N�ì�)�"�����N�q���f�¿�"�N�q�B���·�)�þ���I�N�q�B���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���"�N�ò�A�)�¢-
ently and stimulating the artistic, historical, and political work necessary to 
�¢�)�Û�N�ª�N�·�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���#�'�¿�Û�þ�f���þ�q�"���'�)���à�N�·�·�)���‘�•�•�—�$����

All these critiques highlight that the decolonial nature of a Lumumba 
Square has not achieved much if it is not matched with other important 
tasks that are meant for all Belgians, whatever their racial or ethnic back-
ground. However, this is long-term work, and, in the meantime, the revisit-
ing and reappropriation of colonial monuments and the wider public space 
���â���£���'���N�ª���·�þ�c�N�q�B���Ÿ�f�þ���)�����{�¢�B�þ�q�N���þ�f�f�â�����ª�·�)�Ÿ�����â���ª�·�)�Ÿ�����Ü�N�·�I�{�¿�·���q�)���)�ª�ª�þ�¢�N�f�â���·�I�)���{�ò��-
cial involvement of the authorities. Conclusively, and as also shown in the 
examples of Lumumba Square and the Armistice celebrations, public space 
seems to unceasingly play a critical role in the decolonial processes with 
which Brussels needs to engage, in order to create a common destiny that 
�N�ª���q�{�·�� ���f�N�q�"���·�{�� �I�¿�o�þ�q�N�·�â�<�ª���Ÿ�þ�ª�·�� �Ÿ�)�¢�Û�)�¢�ª�N�{�q�ª���� ���{�q�·�)�o�Ÿ�{�¢�þ�¢�â���ô �f�þ�Ü�ª���� �{�¢���A�¿�·�¿�¢�)��
obstacles.
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Black London

Olive Vassell

���)�� �Ã�q�N�·�)�"�� �f�N�q�B�"�{�o�<�ª�� ���þ�Ÿ�N�·�þ�f�� ���N�·�â���� �h�{�q�"�{�q���� �N�ª�� �A�þ�o�{�¿�ª�� �A�{�¢�� �N�·�ª�� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â�� �þ�q�"��
monuments. In recent times, however, many of the city’s markers have been 
criticized for being symbols of enslavement and racism. In 2020, such repre-
sentations became the focus of protests following the police killing of George 
�F�f�{�â�"���N�q���·�I�)���Ã�®�������'�)�o�{�q�ª�·�¢�þ�·�{�¢�ª���B�þ�·�I�)�¢�)�"���N�q���à�N�q�"�¢�¿�ª�I���®�¡�¿�þ�¢�)�����#�þ���f�{�q�B�·�N�o�)��
site of activism for Black residents which will be discussed in more detail 
in the next section), while others went into the center of the city, targeting 
memorials to those who had brutalized and marginalized racial and ethnic 
�B�¢�{�¿�Ÿ�ª���N�q���·�I�)���q�þ�o�)���{�A���·�I�)���)�o�Ÿ�N�¢�)�������N�ª���N�q���f�¿�"�)�"���þ���ª�·�þ�·�¿�)���{�A���q�{�·�)�"���ª�f�þ�Û�)�I�{�f�"�)�¢��
Robert Milligan outside the Museum of London Docklands, which was 
�¢�)�o�{�Û�)�"�� ���â�� �·�I�)�� �N�q�ª�·�N�·�¿�·�N�{�q�� �`�¿�ª�·�� �"�þ�â�ª�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �þ�q�{�·�I�)�¢�� �ª�·�þ�·�¿�)�� �{�A�� �þ���ª�f�þ�Û�)�I�{�f�"�)�¢����
Edward Colston, had been torn down and thrown into the river in south-
�Ü�)�ª�·���/�q�B�f�þ�q�"�����â���þ�q�·�N�¢�þ���N�ª�o���Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·�)�¢�ª�����r�¿�ª�)�¿�o���{�ò�����N�þ�f�ª���þ���c�q�{�Ü�f�)�"�B�)�"���·�I�þ�·��
the monument was part of the ongoing problematic regime of whitewashing 
�I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���þ�q�"���"�N�ª�¢�)�B�þ�¢�"�)�"���·�I�)���)�ò�A�)���·�ª���{�A���r�N�f�f�N�B�þ�q�<�ª�����¢�N�o�)�ª���š
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�c�N�f�f�N�q�B�ª�� �þ���¢�{�þ�"�� �þ�q�"�� �þ�·�� �I�{�o�)���� �Ÿ�{�f�N���)�� ���¢�¿�·�þ�f�N�·�â�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �Ã�f�� �N�ª�� �q�{�·���q�)�Ü���þ�q�"�� �I�þ�ª��
�{�ü�·�)�q���f�)�"���·�{���¿�Ÿ�¢�N�ª�N�q�B�ª���{�A���·�I�)�����f�þ���c���Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�·�N�{�q�����S�q���•�˜�˜�”�����A�{�¢���)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)�����Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·�ª��
�)�¢�¿�Ÿ�·�)�"���þ�ü�·�)�¢���·�I�)���"�)�þ�·�I���N�q���Ÿ�{�f�N���)�����¿�ª�·�{�"�â���{�A���à�þ�â�q�)���'�{�¿�B�f�þ�ª�����þ���â�{�¿�q�B�����f�þ���c��
man.�›���•�ò�����)�¢�ª���ª�þ�N�"���·�I�þ�·���'�{�¿�B�f�þ�ª�����þ�B�)�"���‘�•�����I�þ�"�����)�)�q���þ�¢�¢�)�ª�·�)�"���A�{�¢���ª�¿�ª�Ÿ�)���·�)�"��
burglary and had died of a heart attack while in custody. But witnesses told a 
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Black newspaper, the � �þ�¢�N�����)�þ�q���¼�N�o�)�ª�����·�I�þ�·���I�)���I�þ�"�����)�)�q���ª�)�Û�)�¢�)�f�â�����)�þ�·�)�q�����•�q�)��
�)�â�)���Ü�N�·�q�)�ª�ª���f�þ�·�)�¢���·�{�f�"���þ���•�˜�˜�•���N�q�¡�¿�)�ª�·���N�q�·�{���'�{�¿�B�f�þ�ª�<�ª���"�)�þ�·�I���·�I�þ�·���þ���Ÿ�{�f�N���)���{�ò�����)�¢��
�I�þ�"�� �c�q�)�f�·�� �{�q�� �I�N�ª�� �I�)�þ�"�� �Ü�I�N�f�)�� �I�)�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �I�þ�q�"���¿�ò�A�)�"�� �þ�q�"�� �·�I�þ�·�� �I�)�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �I�)�f�"���A�þ���)��
down on the ground by at least four others (mudlark121 2016).  

�à�N�q�"�¢�¿�ª�I�� �®�¡�¿�þ�¢�)�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �·�I�)�� �ª�N�·�)�� �{�A�� �ª�{�o�)�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·�� ���f�þ���c�� �h�N�Û�)�ª�� �r�þ�·�·�)�¢��
�#���h�r�$���þ�q�·�N�¢�þ���N�ª�o���Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·�ª���N�q���·�I�)���Ã�f�����•�q���d�¿�f�â��� �̃����‘�•�•�•�����"�)�o�{�q�ª�·�¢�þ�·�{�¢�ª���¢�þ�f�f�N�)�"��
�·�I�)�¢�)�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �·�I�)�� �Ÿ�{�f�N���)�� �c�N�f�f�N�q�B�� �{�A�� �£�I�N�f�þ�q�"�{�� � �þ�ª�·�N�f�)�� �þ�q�"�� ���f�·�{�q�� �®�·�)�¢�f�N�q�B�� �N�q�� �·�I�)��
USA, as happened in Berlin.�œ�������)���Ÿ�¢�)�Û�N�{�¿�ª���"�þ�â���Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·�{�¢�ª���I�þ�"���o�þ�¢���I�)�"���·�{���·�I�)��
country’s ruling body, the Houses of Parliament. In August the city was one 
of four - others were Birmingham, Manchester and Nottingham - that took 
part in a “national shutdown” to protest deaths in police custody, racist bor-
der policing, and everyday racism. Activists simultaneously blocked roads 
in these cities, including one to Heathrow airport, chosen partly because it 
�Ü�þ�ª���Ü�I�)�¢�)�����q�B�{�f�þ�q���"�)�Ÿ�{�¢�·�)�)���d�N�o�o�â���r�¿���)�q�B�þ���"�N�)�"���þ�ü�·�)�¢�����)�N�q�B���¢�)�ª�·�¢�þ�N�q�)�"�����â��
�Ÿ�¢�N�Û�þ�·�)���ª�)���¿�¢�N�·�â���B�¿�þ�¢�"�ª���N�q���‘�•�•�•�������)���f�þ�·�·�)�¢���Ü�)�¢�)���þ���¡�¿�N�·�·�)�"���{�A���o�þ�q�ª�f�þ�¿�B�I�·�)�¢���N�q��
�‘�•�•�“�������)���Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·�ª�����{�N�q���N�"�)�"���Ü�N�·�I���·�I�)�����ü�·�I���þ�q�q�N�Û�)�¢�ª�þ�¢�â���{�A���·�I�)���Ÿ�{�f�N���)���ª�I�{�{�·�N�q�B��
�{�A���r�þ�¢�c���'�¿�B�B�þ�q�����þ���‘�˜�.�â�)�þ�¢�.�{�f�"�����f�þ���c�����¢�N�·�N�ª�I���A�þ�·�I�)�¢���{�A���ª�N�á���Ü�I�{���Ü�þ�ª���c�N�f�f�)�"���N�q��
North London in August 2011. His murder ignited riots across the capital and 
in other English cities. 

However, these early BLM protests did not spark as much interest as 
those in 2020. As a result of the reactions to Floyd’s killing, London mayor 
�®�þ�"�N�¡�� �f�I�þ�q���� �A�{�¢�� �)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)���� �þ�"�Û�N�ª�)�"�� �·�I�þ�·�� �o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·�ª�� �I�{�q�{�¢�N�q�B�� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N���þ�f�� ���B-
ures with legacies of enslavement would be reviewed, explaining that they 
�¢�)�ô �f�)���·�)�"���·�I�)���Ü�)�þ�f�·�I���B�þ�N�q�)�"���A�¢�{�o���)�q�ª�f�þ�Û�)�o�)�q�·���þ�q�"���·�I�þ�·���·�I�)�â���N�B�q�{�¢�)�"���·�I�)�����{�q-
�·�¢�N���¿�·�N�{�q�ª���{�A���o�þ�q�â�����{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�N�)�ª���#�•�q�N���þ�"�þ���‘�•�‘�•�$�����f�I�þ�q�����Ü�I�{���N�ª���{�A���£�þ�c�N�ª�·�þ�q�N��
origin, had previously supported the call for a British slavery museum and a 
�o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f���A�{�¢���®�·�)�Ÿ�I�)�q���h�þ�Ü�¢�)�q���)�����þ�����f�þ���c���·�)�)�q�þ�B�)�¢���Ü�I�{���Ü�þ�ª���o�¿�¢�"�)�¢�)�"���N�q���•�˜�˜�’��
by a gang of white youths in a racially motivated attack. 

���"�"�N�·�N�{�q�þ�f�f�â�����f�I�þ�q���þ�q�q�{�¿�q���)�"���·�I�)���)�ª�·�þ���f�N�ª�I�o�)�q�·���{�A���·�I�)��� �{�o�o�N�ª�ª�N�{�q���A�{�¢��
Diversity in the Public Realm to review and improve diversity in London’s 
�Ÿ�¿���f�N�����ª�Ÿ�þ���)�����N�)���ª�þ�N�"��

�·�� ���6�F�£�*�*�#�|�p���� �F�£�*�*�#�|�p���9���� ���g�ÿ���d�� �h�O�Ü�*�«�� �r�ÿ�¸�¸�*�£�� �ÿ���¸�O�Ü�O�«�¸�«�� �¸�ÿ�d�*�� �|�Ü�*�£�� ���£�O�â�¸�|�r�9�«�� �à�O�r�#�£�À�«�J�� �®�¢�À�ÿ�£�*�7�	��
�d�À�g�ã�� �•�Œ�	�� �Ž�Œ�•�’�� � �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���«�Ý�g�|�r�#�|�r�*�£�����|���À�d���r�*�Ý�«���•�Œ�Œ�“�Ž�Œ�•�’�+�B�£�*�*�#�|�p�+�B�£�*�*�#�|�p�+���g�ÿ���d�+
�g�O�Ü�*�«�+�p�ÿ�¸�¸�*�£�+�ÿ���¸�O�Ü�O�«�¸�«�+�¸�ÿ�d�*�+���£�O�â�¸�|�r�«�+�Ý�O�r�#�£�À�«�J�+�«�¢�À�ÿ�£�*�!

https://www.swlondoner.co.uk/news/10072016-freedom-freedom-black-lives-matter-activists-take-brixtons-windrush-square
https://www.swlondoner.co.uk/news/10072016-freedom-freedom-black-lives-matter-activists-take-brixtons-windrush-square
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�•�À�£�����ÿ� �O�¸�ÿ�g�9�«���#�O�Ü�*�£�«�O�¸�ã���O�«���|�À�£���C�£�*�ÿ�¸�*�«�¸���«�¸�£�*�r�C�¸�J�	���ã�*�¸���|�À�£���«�¸�ÿ�¸�À�*�«�	���£�|�ÿ�#���r�ÿ�p�*�«��
�ÿ�r�#��� �À���g�O�����«� �ÿ���*�«���£�*�õ�g�*���¸���ÿ�����ã�C�|�r�*���*�£�ÿ�����S�¸���O�«���ÿ�r���À�r���|�p�B�|�£�¸�ÿ���g�*���¸�£�À�¸�J���¸�J�ÿ�¸���|�À�£��
�r�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�� �ÿ�r�#�� ���O�¸�ã�� �|�Ý�*�«�� �ÿ�� �g�ÿ�£�C�*�� � �ÿ�£�¸�� �|�B�� �O�¸�«�� �Ý�*�ÿ�g�¸�J�� �¸�|�� �O�¸�«�� �£�|�g�*�� �O�r�� �¸�J�*�� �«�g�ÿ�Ü�*�� �¸�£�ÿ�#�*��
�ÿ�r�#�� �Ý�J�O�g�*�� �¸�J�O�«���O�«���£�*�õ�g�*���¸�*�#�� �O�r�� �|�À�£��� �À���g�O���� �£�*�ÿ�g�p�	�� �¸�J�*�� ���|�r�¸�£�O���À�¸�O�|�r�� �|�B���p�ÿ�r�ã�� �|�B��
�|�À�£�����|�p�p�À�r�O�¸�O�*�«���¸�|���g�O�B�*���O�r���|�À�£�����ÿ� �O�¸�ÿ�g���J�ÿ�«�����*�*�r���Ý�O�g�B�À�g�g�ã���O�C�r�|�£�*�#�����¼�J�O�«�����ÿ�r�r�|�¸��
���|�r�¸�O�r�À�*�����à�*���p�À�«�¸���*�r�«�À�£�*���¸�J�ÿ�¸���Ý�*�����*�g�*���£�ÿ�¸�*���¸�J�*���ÿ���J�O�*�Ü�*�p�*�r�¸�«���ÿ�r�#���#�O�Ü�*�£�«�O�¸�ã��
�|�B���ÿ�g�g���O�r���|�À�£�����O�¸�ã�	���ÿ�r�#���¸�J�ÿ�¸���Ý�*�����|�p�p�*�p�|�£�ÿ�¸�*���¸�J�|�«�*���Ý�J�|���J�ÿ�Ü�*���p�ÿ�#�*���h�|�r�#�|�r��
�Ý�J�ÿ�¸�� �O�¸�� �O�«�� �(�� �¸�J�ÿ�¸�� �O�r���g�À�#�*�«�� �¢�À�*�«�¸�O�|�r�O�r�C�� �Ý�J�O���J�� �g�*�C�ÿ���O�*�«�� �ÿ�£�*�� ���*�O�r�C�� ���*�g�*���£�ÿ�¸�*�#����
�¼�J�*�����g�ÿ���d���h�O�Ü�*�«���r�ÿ�¸�¸�*�£��� �£�|�¸�*�«�¸�«���J�ÿ�Ü�*���£�O�C�J�¸�g�ã�����£�|�À�C�J�¸���¸�J�O�«���¸�|���¸�J�*��� �À���g�O���9�«���ÿ�¸�¸�*�r�+
�¸�O�|�r�	�����À�¸���O�¸�9�«���O�p� �|�£�¸�ÿ�r�¸���¸�J�ÿ�¸���Ý�*���¸�ÿ�d�*���¸�J�*���£�O�C�J�¸���«�¸�*� �«���¸�|���Ý�|�£�d���¸�|�C�*�¸�J�*�£���¸�|�����£�O�r�C��
���J�ÿ�r�C�*���ÿ�r�#���*�r�«�À�£�*���¸�J�ÿ�¸���Ý�*�����ÿ�r���ÿ�g�g�����*��� �£�|�À�#���|�B���|�À�£��� �À���g�O�����g�ÿ�r�#�«���ÿ� �*���š  

However, not everyone agrees with his plan to review monuments to con-
�·�¢�{�Û�)�¢�ª�N�þ�f�����B�¿�¢�)�ª�����à�I�)�q���B�¢�þ�ò���·�N���Ü�þ�ª���A�{�¿�q�"���{�q���þ���ª�·�þ�·�¿�)���{�A���·�I�)�����{�¿�q�·�¢�â�<�ª���Ü�þ�¢-
�·�N�o�)���Ÿ�¢�N�o�)���o�N�q�N�ª�·�)�¢�����à�N�q�ª�·�{�q��� �I�¿�¢���I�N�f�f�����f�þ���)�f�N�q�B���I�N�o���¢�þ���N�ª�·���A�{�¢���I�N�ª���ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·��
�{�A���)�¿�B�)�q�N���ª���þ�q�"���I�N�ª���¢�{�f�)���N�q���·�I�)���•�˜�“�’�����)�q�B�þ�f���A�þ�o�N�q�)�����A�þ�¢���¢�N�B�I�·���B�¢�{�¿�Ÿ�ª���ª�¿���I���þ�ª��
���¢�N�·�þ�N�q���F�N�¢�ª�·�����f�þ�ª�I�)�"���Ü�N�·�I���Ÿ�{�f�N���)���Ü�I�N�f�)���9�"�)�A�)�q�"�N�q�B�:���N�·�������)���Ã�f���Ÿ�¢�N�o�)���o�N�q�N�ª�·�)�¢����
Boris Johnson, also swore to do the same, arguing that antiracism protest-
ers should attack the substance of the problem, not the symbols. However, 
he did pledge to establish a commission to tackle inequality and to build 
�o�{�¢�)�� �o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·�ª�� ���)�f�)���¢�þ�·�N�q�B�� ���f�þ���c�� ���¢�N�·�{�q�ª�� �#�d�{�I�q�ª�{�q�� �‘�•�‘�•�$���� ���)�� ���{�o�o�N�ª-
sion’s report, which was issued in 2021, was widely criticized for its denial 
of institutional racism. Simukai Chigudu, a Zimbabwean-born associate 
�Ÿ�¢�{�A�)�ª�ª�{�¢���{�A�����A�¢�N���þ�q���Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���ª���þ�·���•�á�A�{�¢�"���Ã�q�N�Û�)�¢�ª�N�·�â�����ª�þ�N�"���·�I�)���A�{���¿�ª���{�q���ª�·�þ�·�¿�)�ª��
during the 2020 protests has been revealing because monuments record a 
particular version of the past – one that is open to change. He argues that a 
�ª�·�þ�·�¿�)�<�ª���o�)�þ�q�N�q�B���N�ª���q�{�·�����á�)�"���þ�q�"���ª�I�{�¿�f�"���N�q�ª�·�)�þ�"�����)�����{�f�f�)���·�N�Û�)�f�â���þ�q�"�����{�q�ª�N�ª-
�·�)�q�·�f�â���¢�)�Û�N�)�Ü�)�"���{�Û�)�¢���·�N�o�)�������¿�ª�������B�¿�¢�)�ª���Ü�I�{���q�{���f�{�q�B�)�¢���)�q�`�{�â���Ÿ�¢�N�"�)���{�A���Ÿ�f�þ���)��
�N�q���Ÿ�¿���f�N�����Û�N�)�Ü���ª�I�{�¿�f�"�����)���Ÿ�¿�·���N�q���o�¿�ª�)�¿�o�ª���þ�q�"���f�)�þ�¢�q�)�"���þ���{�¿�·���·�I�)�¢�)���#�•�q�N���þ�"�þ��
2020).

�r�)�þ�q�Ü�I�N�f�)���� �·�Ü�{�� �q�)�Ü�� �o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f�ª�� �·�{�� ���f�þ���c�� ���¢�N�·�{�q�ª�� �Ü�)�¢�)�� �ª�N�B�q�)�"�� �{�ò�A�� �{�q�� �N�q��
�/�þ�ª�·���h�{�q�"�{�q���þ�ü�·�)�¢���·�I�)���‘�•�‘�•���Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·�ª�������)���N�þ���c�q�)�â��� �{�¿�q���N�f���þ�q�q�{�¿�q���)�"���·�I�þ�·��
�N�·�� �I�þ�"�� ���{�o�o�N�ª�ª�N�{�q�)�"�� �·�I�)�o�� �·�{�� �I�{�q�{�¿�¢�� �·�I�)�� ���{�¢�{�¿�B�I�<�ª�� �à�N�q�"�¢�¿�ª�I�� �G�)�q�)�¢�þ�·�N�{�q����

�¸�� ���6�r�ÿ�ã�|�£�� �À�r�Ü�*�O�g�«�� ���|�p�p�O�«�«�O�|�r�� �¸�|�� �£�*�Ü�O�*�Ý�� �#�O�Ü�*�£�«�O�¸�ã�� �|�B�� �h�|�r�#�|�r�9�«��� �À���g�O���� �£�*�ÿ�g�p�7�	�� �d�À�r�*�� �•�	�� �Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ��
� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���g�|�r�#�|�r���C�|�Ü���À�d��� �£�*�«�«�+�£�*�g�*�ÿ�«�*�«���p�ÿ�ã�|�£�ÿ�g���p�ÿ�ã�|�£�+�À�r�Ü�*�O�g�«�+���|�p�p�O�«�«�O�|�r�+�¸�|�+�£�*��
�Ü�O�*�Ý�+�#�O�Ü�*�£�«�O�¸�ã�!

https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/mayor-unveils-commission-to-review-diversity
https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/mayor-unveils-commission-to-review-diversity
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�Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���Ü�I�{�����þ�o�)���·�{���·�I�)���Ã�f���A�¢�{�o���·�I�)��� �þ�¢�N�����)�þ�q�����)�·�Ü�)�)�q���•�˜�“�—���þ�q�"���•�˜�–�•�����•�q�)��
is a series of marble and bronze sculptures depicting Caribbean fruit and 
�Û�)�B�)�·�þ���f�)�ª�����N�q�ª�Ÿ�N�¢�)�"�����â���r�{�q�·�ª�)�¢�¢�þ�·�.���{�¢�q���ª���¿�f�Ÿ�·�{�¢���ß�)�¢�{�q�N���þ���¦�â�þ�q�<�ª�����I�N�f�"�I�{�{�"��
visits to Ridley Road Market, a popular shopping location for African and 
� �þ�¢�N�����)�þ�q���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���N�q���·�I�)���þ�¢�)�þ�������)���o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f���Ü�þ�ª���¿�q�Û�)�N�f�)�"���{�q���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���"�þ�â���{�A��
���f�þ���c���N�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���r�{�q�·�I���#�•���·�{���)�¢���•�$���N�q���‘�•�‘�•���#�¼�þ�q�"�{�I�����r�{�I�"�N�q�����‘�•�‘�•�$��

���)���ª�)���{�q�"�����ª���¿�f�Ÿ�·�¿�¢�)�����?�à�þ�¢�o���®�I�{�¢�)�ª���:�����â�����{�o�þ�ª���d�����£�¢�N���)���N�ª���{�¿�·�ª�N�"�)���N�þ���c�q�)�â��
town hall. It is a bronze of a man and a woman created from composites of 30 
�¢�)�ª�N�"�)�q�·�ª�� ���{�q�q�)���·�)�"�� �·�{�� �·�I�)�� �à�N�q�"�¢�¿�ª�I�� �G�)�q�)�¢�þ�·�N�{�q�� �#�����¢�þ�o�ª�� �‘�•�‘�‘�$���� ���)�����{�¿�q-
cil also announced that it will review statues and the naming of landmarks, 
�ª�·�¢�)�)�·�ª���� �Ÿ�þ�¢�c�ª���� �þ�q�"�� �{�·�I�)�¢�� �Ÿ�¿���f�N���� �ª�Ÿ�þ���)�ª�� �·�{�� �o�þ�c�)�� �ª�¿�¢�)�� �·�I�þ�·�� �·�I�)�â�� �¢�)�ô �f�)���·�� �f�{���þ�f��
diversity. Explaining the plan, Mayor of Hackney Phillip Glanville said that it 
�Ü�þ�ª���Ÿ�þ�¢�·���{�A���·�I�)�����{�¢�{�¿�B�I�<�ª���o�N�ª�ª�N�{�q���·�{���þ�f�ª�{���ª�Ÿ�)���N�����þ�f�f�â���¢�)���{�B�q�N�ì�)�����f�þ���c���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â��
(Aron 2020a).

�F�O�C�À�£�*���•���•�����ß�*�£�|�r�O���ÿ���¦�ã�ÿ�r�9�«��� �À�«�¸�ÿ�£�#����� � �g�*��� ���r�r�|�r�ÿ���*�ÿ�*�!�	�����£�*�ÿ�#�B�£�À�O�¸��� �r�|�£�ÿ���*�ÿ�*�!�	���ÿ�r�#��
�®�|�À�£�«�|� ��� ���r�r�|�r�ÿ���*�ÿ�*�!�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�•�����®�|�À�£���*����� �|�À�£�¸�*�«�ã���|�B���¸�J�*���ÿ�£�¸�O�«�¸�	���£�ÿ�À�g�ÿ��� �|�|� �*�£���G�ÿ�g�g�*�£�ã�	���t�*�Ý��
�æ�|�£�d�	���ÿ�r�#�����g�O�«�|�r���d�ÿ���¢�À�*�«�	���h�|�r�#�|�r�����£�J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J�������r�#�ã���f�*�ÿ�¸�*�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�•
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���)�� �A�{�f�f�{�Ü�N�q�B�� �â�)�þ�¢���� �N�q��
�F�)���¢�¿�þ�¢�â�� �‘�•�‘�•���� �f�I�þ�q��
announced the 15 mem-
bers of the commission 
who represent a range 
of leaders from the arts, 
architecture, community 
engagement and business 
sectors and include People 
of African Descent (PAD) 
such as social rights activ-
�N�ª�·�� �¼�{�â�N�q�� ���B���)�·�¿���� �þ�¢�·�� �I�N�ª-
torian and curator, Ain-
drea Emelife and business 
�{�Ü�q�)�¢���� ���N�q�c�N�� �¼�þ�â�f�{�¢���� ���)�â��
will work with a board and 
local authorities. How-
ever, even before the 2020 
BLM protests, London’s 
Black communities had 
been pushing for public 
recognition of their identities and contributions. 

Brixton’s Windrush Square:  
A Performative Space for Black British Identity

�à�N�q�"�¢�¿�ª�I���®�¡�¿�þ�¢�)���N�q���®�{�¿�·�I���h�{�q�"�{�q���)�Ÿ�N�·�{�o�N�ì�)�ª���I�{�Ü�����f�þ���c���¢�)�ª�N�"�)�q�·�ª���þ�¢�)���¿�ª�N�q�B��
�ª�Ÿ�þ���)�ª���·�{�����¢�)�þ�·�)���þ���ª�)�q�ª�)���{�A�����)�f�{�q�B�N�q�B���þ�q�"���N�"�)�q�·�N�·�â�������)���q�þ�o�)���Ÿ�þ�â�ª���Ÿ�¿���f�N�����·�¢�N��-
ute to the �/�o�Ÿ�N�¢�)���à�N�q�"�¢�¿�ª�I���þ�q�"���N�·�ª���Ÿ�þ�ª�ª�)�q�B�)�¢�ª�����Ü�I�N���I�����¢�{�¿�B�I�·���{�q�)���{�A���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·��
�f�þ�¢�B�)���B�¢�{�¿�Ÿ�ª���{�A���Ÿ�{�ª�·�Ü�þ�¢��� �þ�¢�N�����)�þ�q���N�o�o�N�B�¢�þ�q�·�ª���·�{�����¢�N�·�þ�N�q���N�q���•�˜�“�—�������)���ª�¡�¿�þ�¢�)��
is located in Brixton, a district in Lambeth, one of  London’s 32 boroughs. It 
�Ü�þ�ª���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���þ�¢�)�þ���·�{���Ü�)�f���{�o�)���·�I�)��� �þ�¢�N�����)�þ�q�.���{�¢�q���N�o�o�N�B�¢�þ�q�·�ª���Ü�I�{�ª�)���þ�¢�¢�N�Û�þ�f��
would change the nation’s social landscape forever.

���¢�·�I�¿�¢�� �¼�{�¢�¢�N�q�B�·�{�q���� �·�I�)�� ���I�þ�N�¢�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �à�N�q�"�¢�¿�ª�I�� �F�{�¿�q�"�þ�·�N�{�q���� �Ü�I�N���I�� �I�)��
���{�A�{�¿�q�"�)�"�� �N�q�� �•�˜�˜�•�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �A�{�¢�o�)�¢�� �Ÿ�þ�ª�ª�)�q�B�)�¢�� �®�þ�o�� �f�N�q�B�� �#�ª�N�q���)�� �"�)���)�þ�ª�)�"�$���� �ª�þ�N�"��
that the borough provided shelter for men, women, and children while many 

�F�O�C�À�£�*���•���Ž�����¼�J�|�p�ÿ�«���d�����£�£�O���*�9�«�	���à�ÿ�£�p���®�J�|�£�*�«�	���Ý�ÿ�«���À�r�Ü�*�O�g�*�#��
�|�r���à�O�r�#�£�À�«�J���'�ÿ�ã���O�r���d�À�r�*���Ž�Œ�Ž�Ž�����£�J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J�����r�£�����G�*�*�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�Ž
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�A�{�¿�q�"���·�I�)�N�¢�����¢�ª�·���`�{���ª���N�q���·�I�N�ª���q�)�N�B�I���{�¢�I�{�{�"���ž Brixton was also where these new 
residents purchased food from their birthplaces and where publications such 
as ���)�� �à�)�)�c�f�â�� �G�f�)�þ�q�)�¢ and �à�)�ª�·�� �S�q�"�N�þ�q�� �G�þ�ì�)�·�·�) were available to satisfy their 
need for news from “home.” It was also a place to meet fellow countrymen and 
���q�"�����¢�N�)�A���¢�)�ª�Ÿ�N�·�)���A�¢�{�o���·�I�)���"�þ�N�f�â���{�q�ª�f�þ�¿�B�I�·���{�A���Ÿ�)�¢�Û�þ�ª�N�Û�)���¢�þ���N�ª�o�������N�ª�����I�þ�Ÿ�·�)�¢���{�A��
���f�þ���c�����¢�N�·�N�ª�I���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���¢�)�ô �f�)���·�ª���·�I�)���þ�¢�)�þ�<�ª���ª�I�N�ü�·�N�q�B�����¿�f�·�¿�¢�þ�f���"�â�q�þ�o�N�ª�o��

Before the �/�o�Ÿ�N�¢�)���à�N�q�"�¢�¿�ª�I, the square was originally part of Rush Com-
�o�{�q���� �N�·�� ���)���þ�o�)�� �c�q�{�Ü�q�� �þ�ª�� �¼�þ�·�)�� �G�þ�¢�"�)�q�ª�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �·�I�)�� �Ü�N�"�{�Ü�� �{�A�� �/�q�B�f�N�ª�I�� �ª�¿�B�þ�¢��
�o�)�¢���I�þ�q�·�� �®�N�¢�� �N�)�q�¢�â�� �¼�þ�·�)�� �Ÿ�¿�¢���I�þ�ª�)�"�� �·�I�)�� �f�þ�q�"�� �N�q�� �•�˜�•�”�� �·�{�� �{�Ÿ�)�q�� �þ�� �Ÿ�¿���f�N���� �B�þ�¢-
�"�)�q�����¼�þ�·�)���I�þ�"���)�þ�¢�f�N�)�¢���A�¿�q�"�)�"���þ���Ÿ�¿���f�N�����f�N���¢�þ�¢�â���N�q���q�)�þ�¢���â�����¢�N�á�·�{�q���•�Û�þ�f�����þ�q�"���þ��
���¿�ª�·�� �{�A�� �I�N�o�� �ª�·�N�f�f�� �ª�·�þ�q�"�ª�� �{�¿�·�ª�N�"�)�� �·�I�)�� �f�N���¢�þ�¢�â�� �·�{�"�þ�â���� �S�q�� �•�˜�˜�—���� �·�I�)���f�{���þ�f�� �B�{�Û�)�¢�q-
�o�)�q�·���¢�)���f�þ�N�o�)�"���o�{�¢�)���Ÿ�¿���f�N�����ª�Ÿ�þ���)���A�¢�{�o���·�I�)��� �{�o�o�{�q�����q�þ�o�N�q�B���N�·���à�N�q�"�¢�¿�ª�I��
Square to mark the 50th anniversary of the arrival of the �/�o�Ÿ�N�¢�)���à�N�q�"�¢�¿�ª�I. 
�•�Û�)�¢���·�I�)���â�)�þ�¢�ª�����·�I�)���ª�¡�¿�þ�¢�)���I�þ�ª�����)�)�q���þ���Ÿ�f�þ���)���{�A���ª�{���N�þ�f���ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q���)���þ�q�"���¢�)�ª�N�ª-
�·�þ�q���)�����S�·�ª���f�{���þ�·�N�{�q�����ô �f�þ�q�c�N�q�B���·�I�)���ª�)�þ�·���{�A���f�{���þ�f���B�{�Û�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·�����h�þ�o���)�·�I���·�{�Ü�q���I�þ�f�f����
�I�þ�ª���{�q�f�â���þ�"�"�)�"���·�{���N�·�ª���N�o�Ÿ�{�¢�·�þ�q���)�����S�q���•�˜�”�”�����A�{�¢���)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)�����·�I�)���·�{�Ü�q���I�þ�f�f���I�{�ª�·�)�"��
�þ���9�t�{��� �{�f�{�¿�¢�����þ�¢���'�þ�q���)���:�����)���o�þ�â�{�¢���{�A���h�þ�o���)�·�I���N�q�Û�N�·�)�"���•�—�•���9�/�q�B�f�N�ª�I�:���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)��
�þ�q�"���•�—�•���9�à�)�ª�·���S�q�"�N�þ�q�ª�:���·�{���þ���"�þ�q���)���·�{���I�)�f�Ÿ���þ�"�"�¢�)�ª�ª���¢�þ���N�þ�f���·�)�q�ª�N�{�q�ª�����o�þ�"�)���Û�N�ª-
ible through the hostility whites directed at their Black neighbors. Some 30 
�â�)�þ�¢�ª���f�þ�·�)�¢�����N�q���·�I�)���•�˜�—�•�ª�����·�I�)���ª�¡�¿�þ�¢�)�����)���þ�o�)���þ���A�{���þ�f���Ÿ�{�N�q�·���A�{�¢���Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·�ª���þ�B�þ�N�q�ª�·��
apartheid in South Africa.

Its importance to Black Britain has only increased through the years. 
�à�I�)�q�����N�q���‘�•�•�•�������{�¢�N�ª���d�{�I�q�ª�{�q�����·�I�)�q���o�þ�â�{�¢���{�A���h�{�q�"�{�q�����¢�)�{�Ÿ�)�q�)�"���·�I�)���ª�¡�¿�þ�¢�)��
�þ�ü�·�)�¢���N�·���I�þ�"�����)�)�q�����f�{�ª�)�"���A�{�¢���¢�)�I�þ���N�f�N�·�þ�·�N�{�q���þ�q�"���)�á�Ÿ�þ�q�ª�N�{�q���+���·�Ü�{���ª�Ÿ�þ���)�ª���{�q���)��
separated by a road were combined – residents were given the opportunity 
to change the name, but they decided to keep it the same. In recognizing 
the space’s importance to Black residents before its redevelopment, Lambeth 
council wrote in the minutes of a committee meeting in 2006 that the square 
�Ü�þ�ª�� �þ�q�� �)�á�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�ª�N�{�q�� �{�A�� ���¢�N�á�·�{�q�<�ª�� �"�N�Û�)�¢�ª�N�·�â�� �þ�q�"�� ���¿�f�·�¿�¢�)���� ���N�ª�� �¿�q�"�)�¢�ª���{�¢�)�ª�� �·�I�)��
assertion that “place names are more than innocent spatial references or 
passive artifacts; they are embedded in social power relations and struggles 
�{�Û�)�¢���·�I�)���N�"�)�q�·�N�·�N�)�ª���{�A���Ÿ�f�þ���)�ª���þ�q�"���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)�:���#�f�)�þ�¢�q�ª���þ�q�"�����)�¢�B���‘�•�•�‘�$��

�S�q�� �‘�•�•�“���� �·�I�)�� �ª�¡�¿�þ�¢�)�� �Ü�þ�ª�� ���)�q�·�¢�þ�f�� �·�{�� �þ�� �o�N�f�)�ª�·�{�q�)�� �N�q�� ���f�þ���c�� �f�N�A�)���� ���)���{�o�N�q�B��
�·�I�)�� �I�{�o�)���{�A���·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·�� �¢�)�Ÿ�{�ª�N�·�{�¢�â���{�A�����f�þ���c�����¢�N�·�N�ª�I�� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���� �·�I�)�� ���f�þ���c��� �¿�f�·�¿�¢�þ�f��
���¢���I�N�Û�)�ª�������ª���þ�����¿�f�·�¿�¢�þ�f���þ�q�"���"�{���¿�o�)�q�·�þ�·�N�{�q�����)�q�·�)�¢���A�{�¢���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���N�q���·�I�)���Ã�f���Ü�N�·�I��

�¹�� ���¼�|�£�£�O�r�C�¸�|�r�	�����£�¸�J�À�£�	���O�r�¸�*�£�Ü�O�*�Ý���Ý�O�¸�J�����£�¸�J�À�£���¼�|�£�£�O�r�C�¸�|�r�	�����ã���ÿ�À�¸�J�|�£�����h�|�r�#�|�r�	���d�À�g�ã���•�•�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ��
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a direct or distant African family background, the archives trace the history 
of Black people from the Roman occupation onward. It emerged as a result 
of several factors, including the death of 13 young Black people in a South 
�h�{�q�"�{�q���I�{�¿�ª�)�����¢�)���N�q���•�˜�—�•�����Ü�I�N���I���o�þ�q�â�����f�þ���c�ª�����)�f�N�)�Û�)�"���Ü�þ�ª���N�q�·�)�q�·�N�{�q�þ�f�f�â���ª�)�·��
by white racists.�Ÿ 

���ü �·�)�¢���¢�)���)�N�Û�N�q�B�����{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â���"�{�q�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���+���"�{���¿�o�)�q�·�ª���þ�q�"���Ÿ�I�{�·�{�B�¢�þ�Ÿ�I�ª���+��
educator and Black historian Len Garrison, supported by community and 
�Ÿ�¿���f�N�����A�¿�q�"�N�q�B�����ª�Ÿ�)�þ�¢�I�)�þ�"�)�"���þ�q���)�ò �A�{�¢�·���·�{�����þ�·�þ�f�{�B���·�I�)�����{�f�f�)���·�N�{�q���Ü�I�N���I���{�ò ��-
���N�þ�f�f�â���{�Ÿ�)�q�)�"���þ�·���•���à�N�q�"�¢�¿�ª�I���®�¡�¿�þ�¢�)���N�q���d�¿�f�â���‘�•�•�“�������)���{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�����)�f�N�)�Û�)�ª��
that its location is appropriate not only because of its role in recent Black 
British history but also because it is on the site of two houses built during 
�·�I�)���G�)�{�¢�B�N�þ�q���Ÿ�)�¢�N�{�"���#�•�–�•�“�+�•�—�’�•�ª�$�����Ü�I�N���I�����{�N�q���N�"�)�ª���Ü�N�·�I���þ���·�N�o�)���{�A���ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q�·��
���f�þ���c���¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�þ�·�N�{�q���N�q�����¢�N�·�þ�N�q�����þ�q���)�ª�·�N�o�þ�·�)�"���•�•���•�•�•�+�‘�•���•�•�•���£���'���f�N�Û�)�"���N�q��
18th-century London.�  For poet Benjamin Zephaniah, who attended the 
opening, cultural geography was also key. He described the location as the 
�I�)�þ�¢�·���{�A���·�I�)�����f�þ���c�����{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â���A�{�¢���I�N�ª���o�{�·�I�)�¢�<�ª���B�)�q�)�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���#�'�N���c�)�q�ª���‘�•�•�“�$��

�F�¿�¢�·�I�)�¢�o�{�¢�)�����·�I�¢�)�)���â�)�þ�¢�ª���f�þ�·�)�¢�����{�q���d�¿�q�)���‘�‘�����‘�•�•�–�����à�N�q�"�¢�¿�ª�I���®�¡�¿�þ�¢�)�����{�¢�)��
�Ü�N�·�q�)�ª�ª���·�{���þ�q�{�·�I�)�¢�����¢�ª�·���N�q���·�I�)���Ã�f�����þ���o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f���I�{�q�{�¢�N�q�B�����A�¢�N���þ�q���þ�q�"��� �þ�¢�N��-
���)�þ�q���·�¢�{�{�Ÿ�ª���Ü�I�{���A�{�¿�B�I�·���A�{�¢�����¢�N�·�þ�N�q���N�q���à�{�¢�f�"���à�þ�¢�ª���•�q�)���þ�q�"���¼�Ü�{�������)���o�{�q�¿-
�o�)�q�·���Ü�þ�ª�����{�q���)�N�Û�)�"�����â���·�I�)���t�¿���N�þ�q���d�þ�c��� �{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â���¼�¢�¿�ª�·�����þ�����{�o�o�)�o�{�¢�þ�·�N�Û�)��
plaque and sculpture scheme that has highlighted the contributions of Black 
people in Britain. Founded in 2006 by Dr. Jak Beula, an entrepreneur and 
cultural activist, the trust had issued 36 blue plaques (permanent historical 
markers) around the country by 2020. Its London awardees include singer 
Bob Marley (2006) and pioneering Black newspaper publisher and activist 
Claudia Jones (2008). Beula said that the decision to create the memorial for 
the more than 2 million African and Caribbean military servicemen and ser-
�Û�N���)�Ü�{�o�)�q���Ü�I�{���Ÿ�þ�¢�·�N���N�Ÿ�þ�·�)�"���N�q���·�I�)���·�Ü�{���à�{�¢�f�"���à�þ�¢�ª���Ü�þ�ª���þ�q���)�ò�A�{�¢�·���·�{�����{�¢�¢�)���·��
a historical omission and to ensure that young people of African and Carib-
bean descent are aware of their ancestors’ contribution to those wars. �¡

�º�� ���6�¼�J�*���t�*�Ý��� �£�|�«�«���r�ÿ�«�«�ÿ���£�*�7�	���r���#����� �J�¸�¸� �«���������g�ÿ���d�J�O�«�¸�|�£�ã�«�¸�À�#�O�*�«�����|�p���£�*�«�|�À�£���*�«���£�*�«�|�À�£���*�«���¸�J�*�+
�r�*�Ý�+���£�|�«�«�+�ÿ�£�*���!

�»�� �����g�ÿ���d��� �À�g�¸�À�£�ÿ�g�����£���J�O�Ü�*�«���(���•�À�£���®�¸�|�£�ã�7�	���r���#����� �J�¸�¸� �«���������g�ÿ���d���À�g�¸�À�£�ÿ�g�ÿ�£���J�O�Ü�*�«���|�£�C���|�À�£�+�«�¸�|�£�ã�!

�¼�� ���6�F�O�£�«�¸���*�Ü�*�£���p�*�p�|�£�O�ÿ�g���¸�|�����B�£�O���ÿ�r���ÿ�r�#��� �ÿ�£�O�����*�ÿ�r���®�*�£�Ü�O���*���£�*�£�«�|�r�r�*�g���À�r�Ü�*�O�g�*�#���O�r�����£�O�â�¸�|�r�7�	�����d�À�r�*��
�Ž�Ž�	���Ž�Œ�•�“��� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���C�|�Ü���À�d���C�|�Ü�*�£�r�p�*�r�¸���r�*�Ý�«���ÿ�£�«�¸�+�*�Ü�*�£�+�p�*�p�|�£�O�ÿ�g�+�¸�|�+�ÿ�B�£�O���ÿ�r�+�ÿ�r�#�+���ÿ�£�O����
���*�ÿ�r�+�«�*�£�Ü�O���*�+� �*�£�«�|�r�r�*�g�+�À�r�Ü�*�O�g�*�#�+�O�r�+���£�O�â�¸�|�r�!

https://blackhistorystudies.com/resources/resources/the-new-cross-fire/
https://blackhistorystudies.com/resources/resources/the-new-cross-fire/
https://blackculturalarchives.org/our-story
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/first-ever-memorial-to-african-and-caribbean-service-personnel-unveiled-in-brixton
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/first-ever-memorial-to-african-and-caribbean-service-personnel-unveiled-in-brixton
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�h�N�c�)�� �{�·�I�)�¢�� ���{�o�o�)�o�{�¢�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�� �·�{�� ���f�þ���c�� ���B�¿�¢�)�ª���� �·�I�)�� �Ÿ�¢�{���)�ª�ª�� �{�A�� ���¢�)�þ�·�N�q�B�� �·�I�)��
�o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �"�N�ò�����¿�f�·���� ���)�¿�f�þ�� �ª�þ�N�"�� �·�I�þ�·�� �N�·�� �I�þ�"�� ���¢�ª�·�� ���)�)�q�� �ª���I�)�"�¿�f�)�"�� �·�{�� ���)��
�Ÿ�f�þ���)�"���þ�·���¼�N�f���¿�¢�â���'�{���c�ª�����h�{�q�"�{�q�<�ª���Ÿ�¢�N�q���N�Ÿ�þ�f���Ÿ�{�¢�·�����Ü�I�N���I���N�ª���q�{�¢�·�I�)�þ�ª�·���{�A���·�I�)��
capital, but logistical issues delayed the project for three years before it 
�A�{�¿�q�"���þ���I�{�o�)���N�q���à�N�q�"�¢�¿�ª�I���®�¡�¿�þ�¢�)���¢ 

���)���q�)�á�·���â�)�þ�¢���ª�þ�Ü���·�I�)���à�N�q�"�¢�¿�ª�I���ª���þ�q�"�þ�f���)�q�B�¿�f�A���h�{�q�"�{�q���þ�q�"���·�I�)���q�þ�·�N�{�q����
�S�·���ª�·�)�o�o�)�"���A�¢�{�o���·�I�)���Ã�f���N�{�o�)���•�ò�����)�<�ª���I�{�ª�·�N�f�)���)�q�Û�N�¢�{�q�o�)�q�·���Ÿ�{�f�N���â�����þ���ª�)�·���{�A��
�þ�"�o�N�q�N�ª�·�¢�þ�·�N�Û�)�� �þ�q�"�� �f�)�B�þ�f�� �o�)�þ�ª�¿�¢�)�ª�� �N�q�·�)�q�"�)�"�� �·�{�� �o�þ�c�)�� �ª�·�þ�â�N�q�B�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �Ã�f�� �ª�{��
�"�N�ò�����¿�f�·���·�I�þ�·���·�I�{�ª�)���"�)�ª�N�B�q�þ�·�)�"���þ�ª���q�{�q�.�Ÿ�)�¢�o�þ�q�)�q�·���¢�)�ª�N�"�)�q�·�ª���Ü�{�¿�f�"���f�)�þ�Û�)���Û�{�f-
�¿�q�·�þ�¢�N�f�â�������{�¿�ª�þ�q�"�ª���{�A���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���{�A��� �þ�¢�N�����)�þ�q���I�)�¢�N�·�þ�B�)���Ü�)�¢�)���Ü�¢�{�q�B�f�â���"�)�·�þ�N�q�)�"����
denied legal rights, threatened with deportation, and even removed from 
the country or refused re-entry (Local Government Association n.d.).�š�™ Fol-
lowing the scandal which included the resignation of the then Home Secre-
�·�þ�¢�â���� �·�I�)�� �B�{�Û�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·�� �{�ò�����N�þ�f�f�â�� ���þ���c�)�"�� �þ�� ���Û�)�.�â�)�þ�¢�� �)�ò�A�{�¢�·�� �·�{�� �¢�)���{�B�q�N�ì�)�� �à�N�q-
drush Day, the anniversary of the arrival of Caribbean people on the Empire 
�à�N�q�"�¢�¿�ª�I mentioned earlier. 

�½�� ���S�r�¸�*�£�Ü�O�*�Ý���Ý�O�¸�J���d�ÿ�d�����*�À�g�ÿ�	���d�À�r�*���•�”�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ��

�µ�Œ�� ���6� �|�p�p�|�r�Ý�*�ÿ�g�¸�J�����O�¸�O�í�*�r�«���Ý�O�¸�J�|�À�¸�� �«�¸�ÿ�¸�À�«�	�7���r���#���� � �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���g�|���ÿ�g���C�|�Ü���À�d���¸�|� �O���«�����|�p�p�À��
�r�O�¸�O�*�«�����|�p�p�|�r�Ý�*�ÿ�g�¸�J�+���O�¸�O�í�*�r�«�+�Ý�O�¸�J�|�À�¸�+�«�¸�ÿ�¸�À�«�!

�F�O�C�À�£�*���•���•�����¼�J�*�����B�£�O���ÿ�r���ÿ�r�#��� �ÿ�£�O�����*�ÿ�r���à�ÿ�£���r�*�p�|�£�O�ÿ�g�	���Ž�Œ�•�“�����£�J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J�����ß�O�r���*�r�í�|�����g���ÿ�r�|������
���£�¸���Ã�f

https://www.local.gov.uk/topics/communities/commonwealth-citizens-without-status
https://www.local.gov.uk/topics/communities/commonwealth-citizens-without-status


Chapter 3. Black London77

�S�q���‘�•�•� �̃����·�I�)���ª�¡�¿�þ�¢�)�<�ª���A�¿�·�¿�¢�)���þ�ª���þ���ª�N�·�)���{�A�����f�þ���c���o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q���Ü�þ�ª�����þ�f�f�)�"��
�N�q�·�{�� �¡�¿�)�ª�·�N�{�q�� �Ü�I�)�q�� �£�¢�N�o�)�� �r�N�q�N�ª�·�)�¢�� ���)�¢�)�ª�þ�� �r�þ�â�� �þ�q�q�{�¿�q���)�"�� �·�I�þ�·�� �þ�� �q�)�Ü��
�o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f���·�{���·�I�)���à�N�q�"�¢�¿�ª�I���G�)�q�)�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���Ü�{�¿�f�"�����)���)�¢�)���·�)�"���N�q���à�þ�·�)�¢�f�{�{�����þ���¢�þ�N�f-
�Ü�þ�â�� �ª�·�þ�·�N�{�q�� �Ü�I�)�¢�)�� �o�þ�q�â�� �N�o�o�N�B�¢�þ�q�·�ª�� �þ�¢�¢�N�Û�)�"���� �¼�¢�N�q�N�"�þ�"�.���{�¢�q�� �þ���·�{�¢�� �þ�q�"�� �¼�ß��
�Ÿ�)�¢�ª�{�q�þ�f�N�·�â�� ���þ�¢�{�q�)�ª�ª�� �F�f�{�)�f�f�þ�� ���)�q�`�þ�o�N�q�� ���I�þ�N�¢�ª�� �·�I�)�� �à�N�q�"�¢�¿�ª�I�� � �{�o�o�)�o�{�¢�þ-
tion Committee, which made the recommendation to house the memorial 
�N�q�� �à�þ�·�)�¢�f�{�{�� �®�·�þ�·�N�{�q���� �®�I�)�� �ª�þ�N�"�� �·�I�þ�·�� �·�I�)�� �f�{���þ�·�N�{�q�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �ª�â�o���{�f�N���� ���)���þ�¿�ª�)�� �·�I�{�¿-
�ª�þ�q�"�ª�� �{�A�� �à�N�q�"�¢�¿�ª�I�� �Ÿ�N�{�q�)�)�¢�ª���� �N�q���f�¿�"�N�q�B�� �I�)�¢�ª�)�f�A���� �I�þ�"�� �þ�¢�¢�N�Û�)�"�� �þ�·���·�I�)�� �ª�·�þ�·�N�{�q��
�Ü�I�)�q���·�I�)�â�����¢�ª�·�����þ�o�)���·�{���h�{�q�"�{�q���š�š Not all members of the community agreed. 
Local activists condemned the site and the process through which it had 
���)�)�q���ª�)�f�)���·�)�"�����¼�{�¢�¢�N�q�B�·�{�q���ª�þ�N�"���·�I�þ�·���·�I�)���B�{�Û�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·���I�þ�"�����)�)�q���þ�¢�¢�{�B�þ�q�·���þ�q�"��
was treating the Caribbean community like children, imposing a monument 
�{�q���N�·�ª�����)�I�þ�f�A���#���¿�ª���â���‘�•�•�˜�$��

�•�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�q�)�q�·�ª�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �à�þ�·�)�¢�f�{�{�� �ª�N�·�)�� �þ�¢�B�¿�)�"�� �·�I�þ�·�� �·�I�)�� �o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f�� �ª�I�{�¿�f�"�� ���)��
�f�{���þ�·�)�"�� �N�q���à�N�q�"�¢�¿�ª�I�� �®�¡�¿�þ�¢�)���� �Ü�I�N���I�� �I�þ�"�� ���)���{�o�)�� �N�"�)�q�·�N���)�"�� �Ü�N�·�I�� � �þ�¢�N�����)�þ�q��
people.�š�›�� ���{�ª�)�� �þ�B�þ�N�q�ª�·�� �·�I�)�� �Ÿ�f�þ�q�� �N�q���f�¿�"�)�"�� �h�þ�o���)�·�I�� ���{�¿�q���N�f�{�¢�� �®�{�q�N�þ�� �à�N�q-
ifred, a cabinet member for Equalities and Culture, who started a petition 
�·�{�� �ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·�� �·�I�)�� ���B�I�·���� �®�I�)�� �þ�f�ª�{�� �Ü�¢�{�·�)�� �·�{�� �®�þ�"�N�¡�� �f�I�þ�q���� �¢�)�¡�¿�)�ª�·�N�q�B���I�N�ª�� �ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·��
for the campaign.�š�œ However, the £1 million monument by Jamaican sculp-
�·�{�¢���þ�q�"���Ÿ�þ�N�q�·�)�¢�����þ�ª�N�f���à�þ�·�ª�{�q�����Ü�I�N���I���A�)�þ�·�¿�¢�)�ª���·�I�¢�)�)�����B�¿�¢�)�ª���+���þ���o�þ�q�����Ü�{�o�þ�q����
�þ�q�"�����I�N�f�"���+���"�¢�)�ª�ª�)�"���N�q���·�I�)�N�¢���9�®�¿�q�"�þ�â�����)�ª�·�:���þ�q�"�����þ�¢�¢�â�N�q�B���ª�¿�N�·���þ�ª�)�ª���#�f�I�{�o�þ�o�N��
�‘�•�‘�‘�$���� �Ü�þ�ª�� �¿�q�Û�)�N�f�)�"�� �{�q�� �à�N�q�"�¢�¿�ª�I�� �'�þ�â�� �‘�•�‘�‘���� �þ�f�{�q�B�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �·�I�)�� �o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f�� �N�q��
Hackney discussed earlier.

�µ�µ�� ���6�à�O�r�#�£�À�«�J�� �p�*�p�|�£�O�ÿ�g�� �¸�|�� ���*�� ���À�O�g�¸�� �ÿ�¸�� �à�ÿ�¸�*�£�g�|�|�� �«�¸�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�7�	�� �d�À�r�*���Ž�Ž�	�� �Ž�Œ�•�•�� � �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý����������
���|���À�d���r�*�Ý�«���À�d�+�*�r�C�g�ÿ�r�#�+�g�|�r�#�|�r�+�•�”�“�Ž�•�•�Ž�”�!

�µ�¶�� ���¼�|�£�£�O�r�C�¸�|�r�	�����£�¸�J�À�£�	���O�r�¸�*�£�Ü�O�*�Ý���Ý�O�¸�J�����£�¸�J�À�£���¼�|�£�£�O�r�C�¸�|�r�	�����ã���ÿ�À�¸�J�|�£�����h�|�r�#�|�r�	���d�À�g�ã���•�•�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ��

�µ�·�� ���6�h�ÿ�p���*�¸�J���À�£�C�*�«���N�|�p�*���®�*���£�*�¸�ÿ�£�ã���¸�|���£�*�«�¸�|�£�*���B�ÿ�O�¸�J���O�r���¸�J�*���C�|�Ü�*�£�r�p�*�r�¸���(�����ã�����£�O�r�C�O�r�C���à�O�r�+
�#�£�À�«�J�� �p�*�p�|�£�O�ÿ�g�� �8�J�|�p�*�9�� �¸�|�� ���£�O�â�¸�|�r�7�	�� � �J�¸�¸� �������Ý�Ý�Ý�����£�O�â�¸�|�r���À�í�í�����|�p���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ���Œ�’���g�ÿ�p���*�¸�J�+
�À�£�C�*�«�+�J�|�p�*�+�«�*���£�*�¸�ÿ�£�ã�+�¸�|�+�£�*�«�¸�|�£�*�+�B�ÿ�O�¸�J�+�O�r�+�¸�J�*�+�C�|�Ü�*�£�r�p�*�r�¸�+���ã�+���£�O�r�C�O�r�C�+�Ý�O�r�#�£�À�«�J�+�p�*��
�p�|�£�O�ÿ�g�+�J�|�p�*�+�¸�|�+���£�O�â�¸�|�r���!

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-48724128
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-48724128
http://www.brixtonbuzz.com/2020/06/lambeth-urges-home-secretary-to-restore-faith-in-the-government-by-bringing-windrush-memorial-home-to-brixton/
http://www.brixtonbuzz.com/2020/06/lambeth-urges-home-secretary-to-restore-faith-in-the-government-by-bringing-windrush-memorial-home-to-brixton/
http://www.brixtonbuzz.com/2020/06/lambeth-urges-home-secretary-to-restore-faith-in-the-government-by-bringing-windrush-memorial-home-to-brixton/
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Meanwhile, in April 2021 the square saw the unveiling of a new memorial 
to a Black resident, this one for Cherry Groce, a local mother who was par-
�þ�f�â�ì�)�"���þ�ü�·�)�¢�����)�N�q�B���ª�I�{�·�����â���Ÿ�{�f�N���)���N�q���I�)�¢���I�{�o�)���"�¿�¢�N�q�B���þ�����{�·���I�)�"���¢�þ�N�"���N�q���•�˜�—�”����
She eventually died of her injuries in 2011. Groce’s shooting again sparked 
�þ�q���¿�Ÿ�¢�N�ª�N�q�B���{�Û�)�¢���¢�þ���N�ª�o���þ�q�"���Ÿ�{�f�N���)�����¢�¿�·�þ�f�N�·�â�������)���o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f���Ü�þ�ª���·�I�)���Ü�{�¢�c���{�A��
a foundation in her name, headed by her son, Lee Lawrence, and backed by 
�Ÿ�¢�{�o�N�q�)�q�·���ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·�)�¢�ª���N�q���f�¿�"�N�q�B���h�{�¢�"���£�þ�¿�f�����{�þ�·�)�q�B�����·�I�)���Ã�f�<�ª�����¢�ª�·�����f�þ���c�����þ��-
inet minister. Lawrence said that, although the project had faced enormous 
challenges, the community had never faltered in its pursuit of justice (Block 
�‘�•�‘�•�$���� ���·�� �N�·�ª�� �¿�q�Û�)�N�f�N�q�B���� �I�)�� ���þ�f�f�)�"�� �·�I�)�� �o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f�� �þ�� ���·�·�N�q�B�� �·�¢�N���¿�·�)�� �·�{�� �I�N�ª�� �f�þ�·�)��
mother.�š�• Designed by Black British architect Sir David Adjaye, the memorial 
is made up of a single column, symbolizing Groce’s personal strength, while 
plantings on an attached pavilion represent hope. Its shape also echoes the 
lines of the nearby African and Caribbean war memorial. Lambeth council 
funded most of its £150,000 cost (Cobb 2020).

�µ��̧� ���6� �J�*�£�£�ã�� �G�£�|���*���� �r�*�p�|�£�O�ÿ�g�� �À�r�Ü�*�O�g�*�#�� �B�|�£�� ���£�O�â�¸�|�r�� � �|�g�O���*�� �«�J�|�|�¸�O�r�C�� �Ü�O���¸�O�p�7�	�� ��� �£�O�g�� �Ž�‘�	�� �Ž�Œ�Ž�•��
� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý�������������|�p���r�*�Ý�«���À�d�+�*�r�C�g�ÿ�r�#�+�g�|�r�#�|�r�+�‘�’�”�“�•�•�•�”�!

�F�O�C�À�£�*���•���•����� �J�*�£�£�ã���G�£�|���*���r�*�p�|�£�O�ÿ�g���£�ÿ�Ü�O�g�O�|�r�����£�J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J�����£���r�O���J�*�g�g�*�������£�g�ÿ�J�¸���Ž

https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-london-56873938
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Pan-Africanism: Symbols and Plaques in Remembrance 
of a Political Movement

At the dawn of the 20th century, London’s position as the center of Britain’s 
colonial empire drew to it a host of advocates for independence from its rule. 
Beginning in the 16th century, the empire comprised nearly a quarter of the 
world’s land surface and it counted more than a quarter of its total popula-
�·�N�{�q�����â���·�I�)���•�˜�·�I�����)�q�·�¿�¢�â���š�ž Among those in the city were the creators of a new 
�o�{�Û�)�o�)�q�·�����£�þ�q�.���A�¢�N���þ�q�N�ª�o�����¼�Ü�{���{�A���h�{�q�"�{�q�<�ª���o�{�ª�·���N�q�ô �f�¿�)�q�·�N�þ�f���)�þ�¢�f�â���£�þ�q�.���A-
�¢�N���þ�q�N�ª�·�ª���� �N�)�q�¢�â���®�â�f�Û�)�ª�·�)�¢���à�N�f�f�N�þ�o�ª���þ�q�"���d�{�I�q�����¢���I�)�¢���þ�¢�)���¢�)�o�)�o���)�¢�)�"���Ü�N�·�I��
plaques and, in Archer’s case, with a building, school and street in his name. 

� �þ�f�f�)�"�� �·�I�)�� �9�A�þ�·�I�)�¢�:�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �o�{�Û�)�o�)�q�·���� �à�N�f�f�N�þ�o�ª�� �þ�"�Û�{���þ�·�)�"�� �¿�q�N�·�â�� �þ�o�{�q�B��
�þ�f�f�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�� �Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)�ª�� �þ�q�"�� ���{�N�q�)�"�� �·�I�)�� �·�)�¢�o�� �£�þ�q�.���A�¢�N���þ�q���� �N�)�� �Ü�þ�ª�� ���{�¢�q���N�q�� �¼�¢�N�q-
�N�"�þ�"�� �N�q�� �•�—�•�˜�� �þ�q�"�� ���þ�o�)�� �·�{�� �/�q�B�f�þ�q�"�� �N�q�� �•�—�˜�”�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �þ�� ���þ�¢�)�)�¢�� �þ�ª�� �þ�q�� �)�"�¿���þ�·�{�¢�� �N�q��
�I�N�ª�� �I�{�o�)�f�þ�q�"���� �à�N�f�f�N�þ�o�ª�� �I�þ�"�� �þ�f�ª�{�� �ª�Ÿ�)�q�·�� �ª�{�o�)�� �·�N�o�)�� �N�q���·�I�)�� �Ã�®���� �þ�q�"��� �þ�q�þ�"�þ����
cofounding the pioneering and innovative Coloured Hockey League in the 
�f�þ�·�·�)�¢���� �•�q���)�� �I�)�� �þ�¢�¢�N�Û�)�"�� �N�q�� �h�{�q�"�{�q���� �I�)�� �þ�q�"�� �·�I�¢�)�)�� �{�·�I�)�¢�� �¼�¢�N�q�N�"�þ�"�N�þ�q�� �f�þ�Ü�â�)�¢�ª��
became apprentices at Gray’s Inn, the historic hub for law and legal profes-
sions in the city. Supporting himself by lecturing for the Church of England 
�¼�)�o�Ÿ�)�¢�þ�q���)���®�{���N�)�·�â�����à�N�f�f�N�þ�o�ª���·�¢�þ�Û�)�f�)�"���·�I�¢�{�¿�B�I�{�¿�·���·�I�)�����¢�N�·�N�ª�I���S�ª�f�)�ª�����S�q���•�—�˜�—����
he married a white English woman who worked as a secretary with the soci-
�)�·�â���þ�q�"���·�I�)�����{�¿�Ÿ�f�)���Ü�{�¿�f�"���B�{���{�q���·�{���I�þ�Û�)�����Û�)�����I�N�f�"�¢�)�q����

���)���â�)�þ�¢�����)�A�{�¢�)�����N�q���•�—�˜�–�����à�N�f�f�N�þ�o�ª���A�{�¢�o�)�"���·�I�)�����A�¢�N���þ�q�����ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q���·�{���Ÿ�¿��-
licize injustices against African people worldwide and to promote their inter-
�)�ª�·�ª�����à�N�f�f�N�þ�o�ª���Ü�þ�ª�����{�o�o�N�·�·�)�"���·�{���·�I�)�����B�I�·���þ�B�þ�N�q�ª�·�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�N�ª�o�������{�q�ª�N�ª�·�)�q�·�f�â��
denouncing British rule as the “heartless” cause of their plight. He even led a 
�"�)�Ÿ�¿�·�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A���¼�¢�N�q�N�"�þ�"�N�þ�q�ª���·�{���o�)�)�·���r�£�ª�������)���{�o�N�q�B���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���Ÿ�)�¢�ª�{�q���{�A�����A�¢�N-
���þ�q���"�)�ª���)�q�·���·�{���ª�Ÿ�)�þ�c���N�q���·�I�)���N�{�¿�ª�)���{�A��� �{�o�o�{�q�ª���N�q���•�˜�•�•���#�f�)�B�þ�q�����N�·�)�"���N�q���F�¢�â�)�¢��
�•�˜�—�“�����‘�—�•�$��

�à�N�f�f�N�þ�o�ª�����)�f�N�)�Û�)�"���N�q���·�I�)���Ÿ�{�Ü�)�¢���{�A���·�I�)�����{�f�f�)���·�N�Û�)���þ�q�"���·�I�þ�·���þ�f�f�����A�¢�N���þ�q�ª�����þ�ª��
�Ü�)�f�f�� �þ�ª�� �·�I�)�N�¢�� �"�)�ª���)�q�"�þ�q�·�ª���� ���)�f�{�q�B�)�"�� �·�{�� �{�q�)�� �9�¢�þ���)���:�� �Ü�)�¢�)�� �¿�q�N���)�"�� �N�q�� ���¿�f�·�¿�¢�)����
and shared historical experiences directly related to the European enslave-
�o�)�q�·���{�A�����A�¢�N���þ�q�ª�����à�N�·�I���·�I�N�ª���N�q���o�N�q�"�����I�)���{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�"���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���£�þ�q�.���A�¢�N���þ�q�����{�q-
�A�)�¢�)�q���)���{�q���d�¿�f�â���‘�’�����•�˜�•�•�����"�¢�þ�Ü�N�q�B���’�–���"�)�f�)�B�þ�·�)�ª���þ�q�"���·�)�q���{�·�I�)�¢���Ÿ�þ�¢�·�N���N�Ÿ�þ�q�·�ª���þ�q�"��

�µ�¹�� ���6���£�O�¸�O�«�J���/�p� �O�£�*�	���J�O�«�¸�|�£�O���ÿ�g���«�¸�ÿ�¸�*���Ã�r�O�¸�*�#���f�O�r�C�#�|�p�7�	���Ã� �#�ÿ�¸�*�#�����À�C�À�«�¸���•�•�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�Ž��� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý��
���£�O�¸�ÿ�r�r�O���ÿ�����|�p��� �g�ÿ���*�����£�O�¸�O�«�J�+�/�p� �O�£�*�!
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�{���ª�)�¢�Û�)�¢�ª�� �#�F�¢�â�)�¢���•�˜�—�“�$���� �N�q���f�¿�"�N�q�B���A�¿�·�¿�¢�)�� ���þ�·�·�)�¢�ª�)�þ���o�þ�â�{�¢���d�{�I�q�����¢���I�)�¢���� ���{�o-
�Ÿ�{�ª�)�¢���®�þ�o�¿�)�f��� �{�f�)�¢�N�"�B�)�.�¼�þ�â�f�{�¢�����þ�q�"���·�I�)���Ã�®���<�ª���o�{�ª�·���Ÿ�¢�{�o�N�q�)�q�·�����f�þ���c���þ���·�N�Û�N�ª�·��
�þ�q�"���)�"�¿���þ�·�{�¢�����à�����/�����������'�¿�����{�N�ª�����Ü�I�{���Ü�{�¿�f�"���f�þ�·�)�¢���N�q�N�·�N�þ�·�)���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���£�þ�q�.���A�¢�N���þ�q��
� �{�q�B�¢�)�ª�ª���N�q���£�þ�¢�N�ª���N�q���•�˜�•�˜��

���)���)�Û�)�q�·���Ü�þ�ª���I�)�f�"���þ�·���à�)�ª�·�o�N�q�ª�·�)�¢���¼�{�Ü�q���N�þ�f�f���#�q�{�Ü��� �þ�á�·�{�q���N�þ�f�f�$�����þ���Ÿ�¢�{�o-
inent venue in central London. In his opening address, its chair, Bishop 
���f�)�á�þ�q�"�)�¢�� �à�þ�f�·�)�¢�ª���� �þ���c�q�{�Ü�f�)�"�B�)�"�� �·�I�þ�·�� �·�I�)�� �)�Û�)�q�·�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·�� �·�N�o�)�� �·�I�þ�·��
Black people from across the world had met to discuss their race, assert 
�·�I�)�N�¢�� �¢�N�B�I�·�ª���� �þ�q�"�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�� �·�I�)�o�ª�)�f�Û�)�ª�� �#�F�¢�â�)�¢�� �•�˜�—�“���� �‘�—�’�$���� ���·�·�)�q�"�)�)�ª�� �A�{���¿�ª�)�"��
on issues including preserving the identity of the Black race and the need 
for the colonial powers to recognize the rights of all indigenous peoples. It 
ended with the African Association being renamed the Pan-African Associ-
�þ�·�N�{�q���þ�q�"���þ�q���9���"�"�¢�)�ª�ª���·�{���·�I�)���t�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���{�A���·�I�)���à�{�¢�f�"���:���"�¢�þ�ü�·�)�"�����â���þ�����{�o�o�N�·�·�)�)��
headed by Du Bois, which was sent to heads of state where PAD were living 
�þ�q�"���ª�¿�ò�A�)�¢�N�q�B���{�Ÿ�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�ª�N�{�q��

�¼�Ü�{���o�{�q�·�I�ª���f�þ�·�)�¢�����"�)�f�)�B�þ�·�)�ª���þ�f�ª�{���Ÿ�)�·�N�·�N�{�q�)�"���¥�¿�)�)�q���ß�N���·�{�¢�N�þ���·�{���¢�)�Û�N�)�Ü���·�I�)��
treatment of Africans in South Africa and then Rhodesia, today’s Republic of 
�ð�N�o���þ���Ü�)�������)�����{�q�A�)�¢�)�q���)���Ü�þ�ª���¢�)�Ÿ�{�¢�·�)�"���N�q���·�I�)���f�)�þ�"�N�q�B���h�{�q�"�{�q���q�)�Ü�ª�Ÿ�þ�Ÿ�)�¢�ª��
�{�A�� �·�I�)�� �·�N�o�)���� �þ�f�·�I�{�¿�B�I�� �ª�{�o�)�Ü�I�þ�·�� �Ÿ�)�`�{�¢�þ�·�N�Û�)�f�â���� ���)���à�)�ª�·�o�N�q�ª�·�)�¢�� �G�þ�ì�)�·�·�), for 
example, observed that it “marks the initiation of a remarkable movement 
�{�q�� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���� �·�I�)�� �!���A�¢�N���þ�q�"�� �N�ª�� �þ�·�� �f�þ�ª�·�� �þ�Ü�þ�c�)�� �·�{�� �·�I�)�� �Ÿ�{�·�)�q�·�N�þ�f�N�·�N�)�ª�� �{�A���I�N�ª�� �A�¿�·�¿�¢�)�:��
�#�®�N�Û�þ�B�¿�¢�¿�q�þ�·�I�þ�q���‘�•�•�–�����‘�”�˜�+�•�•�$�����à�N�f�f�N�þ�o�ª���þ�f�ª�{���¿�q�"�)�¢�ª�·�{�{�"���·�I�)���Ÿ�{�Ü�)�¢���{�A���·�I�)��
�Ÿ�)�q���þ�q�"���A�{�¿�q�"�)�"���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���Ÿ�¿���f�N���þ�·�N�{�q���A�{�¢���þ�q�"�����â�����f�þ���c�ª���N�q���·�I�)���Ã�f�������)���£�þ�q�4���A-
rican�����Ü�I�{�ª�)���)�"�N�·�{�¢�ª���Ü�¢�{�·�)���N�q���N�·�ª�����¢�ª�·���)�"�N�·�N�{�q���N�q���•�˜�•�•�����9�t�{���{�·�I�)�¢�����¿�·���þ���t�)�B�¢�{��
���þ�q���¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·���·�I�)���t�)�B�¢�{�:���#�f�)�B�þ�q�����N�·�)�"���N�q���F�¢�â�)�¢���•�˜�—�“�$��

Returning from a stint in South Africa, where he had practiced law in 
� �þ�Ÿ�)�� �¼�{�Ü�q�� �þ�q�"�� �I�)�f�Ÿ�)�"�� �·�{�� �Ÿ�¢�{�o�{�·�)�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�� �N�q�·�)�¢�)�ª�·�ª�� �N�q�� �þ�� �Ü�I�N�·�)�.�"�{�o�N�q�þ�·�)�"��
���{�¿�q�·�¢�â�����à�N�f�f�N�þ�o�ª���I�{�Ÿ�)�"���·�{���¢�¿�q���A�{�¢���·�I�)���Ã�f���Ÿ�þ�¢�f�N�þ�o�)�q�·�������)�f�N�)�Û�N�q�B���·�I�þ�·�����A�¢�N���þ��
needed a voice in legislative authority and that his experience on the conti-
�q�)�q�·���I�þ�"���Ÿ�¢�)�Ÿ�þ�¢�)�"���I�N�o���·�{�����)���·�I�þ�·���Û�{�N���)�����N�)���o�þ�"�)���·�I�)��� �{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���•�ò�����)���þ�Ü�þ�¢�)��
�{�A���I�N�ª���Û�N�)�Ü�ª���#�r�þ�·�I�¿�¢�N�q���•�˜�–�•�����•�’�•�$�����N�)���Ü�þ�ª�����I�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢�����¿�q�ª�¿�����)�ª�ª�A�¿�f���N�q���I�N�ª���¡�¿�)�ª�·��
�þ�q�"���N�q���•�˜�•�•���"�)���N�"�)�"���·�{���¢�¿�q���A�{�¢���f�{���þ�f���{�ò�����)���N�q�ª�·�)�þ�"�����þ�ª���þ���h�þ���{�¿�¢�����þ�q�"�N�"�þ�·�)���A�{�¢��
�·�I�)�� �®�·���� �r�þ�¢�â�f�)���{�q�)�� ���{�¢�{�¿�B�I�� ���{�¿�q���N�f���� �à�N�f�f�N�þ�o�ª�<�� �Û�N���·�{�¢�â�� �o�þ�"�)�� �I�N�o�� �·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·��
Black councilor in the country and one of only a few Black people to hold pub-
�f�N�����{�ò�����)���N�q���·�I�)���Ã�f���þ�·���·�I�þ�·���·�N�o�)��

�à�N�f�f�N�þ�o�ª�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �Ü�)�f�f�� ���{�q�q�)���·�)�"�� �N�q���I�N�ª�� �Ÿ�þ�¢�·�â���þ�q�"�� ���{�q�ª�·�N�·�¿�)�q���â���� �/�Û�)�q���þ�ª�� �I�)��
worked on behalf of residents, he used those connections to assist Africa and 
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PAD. He welcomed a wide variety of guests, including representatives of the 
Basuto nation, whom he helped to secure a meeting with the chairman of 
�·�I�)���h�þ���{�¿�¢���£�þ�¢�·�â�����f�)�N�¢���N�þ�¢�"�N�)�����¢�)�B�þ�¢�"�N�q�B���þ���f�þ�q�"���"�N�ª�Ÿ�¿�·�)���Ü�N�·�I���·�I�)�����¢�N�·�N�ª�I���B�{�Û-
�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·���#�à�)�ª�·�o�N�q�ª�·�)�¢��� �{�¿�q���N�f���‘�•�•�•�$�����à�N�f�f�N�þ�o�ª���Ü�þ�ª���þ�f�ª�{���þ���·�N�Û�)�f�â���þ�"�Û�{���þ�·�N�q�B��
on behalf of Liberia. He met the nation’s president, Arthur Barclay, on his 
�•�˜�•�–���{�ò�����N�þ�f���Û�N�ª�N�·���·�{���h�{�q�"�{�q���·�{���"�N�ª���¿�ª�ª���A�¢�{�q�·�N�)�¢���N�ª�ª�¿�)�ª���þ�q�"�����q�þ�q���N�þ�f���¢�)�ª�{�¿�¢���)�ª����
�à�N�f�f�N�þ�o�ª���c�q�)�Ü���·�I�)���q�þ�·�N�{�q�<�ª���ª�)���¢�)�·�þ�¢�â���{�A���ª�·�þ�·�)�����F�¢�)�"�)�¢�N���c���/�����¦�����d�{�I�q�ª�{�q�����Ü�I�{��
�I�þ�"�� �Ÿ�f�þ�â�)�"�� �þ�� �Ÿ�¢�{�o�N�q�)�q�·�� �¢�{�f�)�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �•�˜�•�•�� ���{�q�A�)�¢�)�q���)���� ���)�� �A�{�f�f�{�Ü�N�q�B�� �â�)�þ�¢�� �I�)��
visited Liberia at Barclay’s invitation but was chastised by the British gov-
�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �·�I�)�� ���¢�N�·�N�ª�I�� ���{�q�ª�¿�f�� �ª�)�q�·�� �I�{�o�)�� �·�I�¢�)�)�� ���{�q���"�)�q�·�N�þ�f�� �"�N�ª�Ÿ�þ�·���I�)�ª��
�"�)�q�{�¿�q���N�q�B���I�N�o�������ü�·�)�¢���I�N�ª���¢�)�·�¿�¢�q���·�{���h�{�q�"�{�q�����à�N�f�f�N�þ�o�ª���"�)���N�"�)�"���·�{���B�{�����þ���c���·�{��
�¼�¢�N�q�N�"�þ�"�����Ü�I�)�¢�)���I�)���"�N�)�"���·�I�¢�)�)���â�)�þ�¢�ª���f�þ�·�)�¢���þ�·���þ�B�)���“�‘��

�S�q���‘�•�•�–�����o�{�¢�)���·�I�þ�q���þ�����)�q�·�¿�¢�â���þ�ü�·�)�¢���I�N�ª���)�f�)���·�N�{�q���þ�q�"���N�q���¢�)���{�B�q�N�·�N�{�q���{�A���I�N�ª��
���{�q�·�¢�N���¿�·�N�{�q�� �·�{�� �r�þ�¢�â�f�)���{�q�)���� �à�)�ª�·�o�N�q�ª�·�)�¢�� ���N�·�â�� ���{�¿�q���N�f�� �þ�Ü�þ�¢�"�)�"�� �à�N�f�f�N�þ�o�ª��
one of its green plaques for his work on the council (the body awards green 
plaques to honor the area’s diverse cultural heritage and to highlight build-
�N�q�B�ª���þ�ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�)�"���Ü�N�·�I���¢�)�q�{�Ü�q�)�"���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)�$�������)���Ÿ�f�þ�¡�¿�)���N�ª���f�{���þ�·�)�"���{�q���·�I�)���A�¢�{�q�·���{�A��
�I�N�ª���A�{�¢�o�)�¢���I�{�o�)���þ�·���’�—��� �I�¿�¢���I���®�·�¢�)�)�·���#�à�)�ª�·�o�N�q�ª�·�)�¢��� �N�·�â��� �{�¿�q���N�f���‘�•�•�–�$��

���� ���{�q�·�)�o�Ÿ�{�¢�þ�¢�â�� �{�A�� �à�N�f�f�N�þ�o�ª�<���� �A�)�f�f�{�Ü�� �£�þ�q�.���A�¢�N���þ�q�N�ª�·�� �d�{�I�q�� ���¢���I�)�¢���� �Ü�þ�ª��
�·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·�� ���f�þ���c���o�þ�â�{�¢���N�q���h�{�q�"�{�q���� �)�f�)���·�)�"�� �N�q���•�˜�•�’���� �N�)�� �ª�)�¢�Û�)�"�� �Û�þ�¢�N�{�¿�ª���·�)�¢�o�ª��
�{�q�����þ�·�·�)�¢�ª�)�þ�����{�¢�{�¿�B�I�����{�¿�q���N�f�����)�·�Ü�)�)�q���•�˜�•�•���þ�q�"���•�˜�’�‘���� ���¢���I�)�¢���Ü�þ�ª�����{�¢�q���N�q��
Liverpool to a Barbadian father and an Irish mother. He traveled the world 
as a seaman, living in the USA and Canada before he settled in Battersea 
�Ü�N�·�I���I�N�ª���Ü�N�A�)�������)�¢�·�I�þ�����þ�����f�þ���c��� �þ�q�þ�"�N�þ�q�����N�q���·�I�)���•�—�˜�•�ª�����N�)���ª�·�¿�"�N�)�"���o�)�"�N���N�q�)��
and ran a small photographic studio, getting involved in local politics as 
a supporter of the Liberal Party politician and trade unionist John Burns. 
His views were in part shaped by a play based on the novel �Ã�q���f�)���¼�{�o�B�ª��� �þ���N�q, 
which his parents had taken him to see as a child (Creighton 2013). Active in 
Black politics, arguing for social justice and more rights within the African 
and Caribbean colonies, Archer was a close friend of the musician Samuel 
� �{�f�)�¢�N�"�B�)�.�¼�þ�â�f�{�¢�����S�q���A�þ���·�����·�I�)�â���Ü�)�¢�)�����{�·�I���o�)�o���)�¢�ª���{�A���·�I�)�����A�¢�N���þ�q�����ª�ª�{���N�þ-
�·�N�{�q�������{�·�I���Ü�)�¢�)���þ�f�ª�{���¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�þ�·�N�Û�)�ª���þ�·���à�N�f�f�N�þ�o�ª�<�����¢�ª�·���£�þ�q�.���A�¢�N���þ�q�����{�q�A�)�¢-
ence.

�S�q�� �•�˜�•�•���� ���¢���I�)�¢�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �)�f�)���·�)�"�� �þ�ª�� �þ�� �£�¢�{�B�¢�)�ª�ª�N�Û�)�� �#�h�N���)�¢�þ�f�$�� �·�{�� ���þ�·�·�)�¢�ª�)�þ�� ���{�¢-
�{�¿�B�I�����{�¿�q���N�f�����þ�·���·�I�)���ª�þ�o�)���·�N�o�)�����à�N�f�f�N�þ�o�ª���Ü�{�q���þ���ª�)�þ�·���þ�ª���þ�����{�¿�q���N�f�{�¢���N�q���r�þ�¢�â�f�)-
���{�q�)���� �®�)�Û�)�q�� �â�)�þ�¢�ª�� �f�þ�·�)�¢���� �N�q�� �•�˜�•�’���� ���¢���I�)�¢�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �q�{�o�N�q�þ�·�)�"�� �A�{�¢�� �o�þ�â�{�¢���� �N�)���·�¢�N-
umphed despite a negative and racist campaign, including allegations that 
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�I�)���"�N�"���q�{�·���I�þ�Û�)�����¢�N�·�N�ª�I���q�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f�N�·�â�����N�)���Ü�{�q�����â���{�q�)���Û�{�·�)�����“�•���·�{���’� �̃����þ�B�þ�N�q�ª�·���I�N�ª��
�A�)�f�f�{�Ü�����{�¿�q���N�f�{�¢�ª�����S�·���N�ª�����f�)�þ�¢���·�I�þ�·�����¢���I�)�¢���¿�q�"�)�¢�ª�·�{�{�"���·�I�)���B�f�{���þ�f���ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q���)���{�A��
this election, something that had never been achieved before. In his winning 
�ª�Ÿ�)�)���I���I�)���ª�þ�N�"��

�S���ÿ�p���ÿ���p�ÿ�r�� �|�B�����|�g�|�À�£���
�� �S���ÿ�p��� �£�|�À�#���¸�|�� ���*���� �S���Ý�|�À�g�#���r�|�¸�� ���J�ÿ�r�C�*���p�ã�����|�g�|�À�£���O�B���S��
���|�À�g�#���
���p�ã���*�g�*���¸�O�|�r���¸�|�r�O�C�J�¸���p�ÿ�£�d�«���ÿ���r�*�Ý���*�£�ÿ�����æ�|�À���J�ÿ�Ü�*���p�ÿ�#�*���J�O�«�¸�|�£�ã���¸�|�r�O�C�J�¸����
�F�|�£���¸�J�*���ÿ�£�«�¸���¸�O�p�*���O�r���¸�J�*���J�O�«�¸�|�£�ã���|�B���¸�J�*���/�r�C�g�O�«�J���r�ÿ�¸�O�|�r���ÿ���p�ÿ�r���|�B�����|�g�|�À�£���J�ÿ�«�����*�*�r��
�*�g�*���¸�*�#�� �ÿ�«�� �p�ÿ�ã�|�£�� �|�B�� �ÿ�r�� �/�r�C�g�O�«�J�� ���|�£�|�À�C�J���� �¼�J�ÿ�¸�� �Ý�O�g�g�� �C�|�� �B�|�£�¸�J�� �¸�|�� �¸�J�*�� ���|�g�|�À�£�*�#��
�r�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�«���|�B���¸�J�*���Ý�|�£�g�#����� �£�J�O�g�g�O� �«���Ž�Œ�Œ�‘�!

His success was reported in the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People’s (NAACP’s) journal ���)��� �¢�N�ª�N�ª���N�q���·�I�)���Ã�®�����N�q���d�þ�q�¿�þ�¢�â���•�˜�•�“����
���f�·�I�{�¿�B�I���·�I�{�¿�B�I�·���·�{�����)���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·�����f�þ���c���o�þ�q���·�{�����)���)�f�)���·�)�"���þ�ª���þ���o�þ�â�{�¢���N�q�����¢�N�·-
ain, in reporting Archer’s election the American Negro Year Book���N�q���•�˜�•�“���þ�f�ª�{��
recorded that Dr. Allan Glaisyer Minns from the Caribbean had been elected 
�o�þ�â�{�¢���{�A���·�I�)�����{�¢�{�¿�B�I���{�A�����)�·�A�{�¢�"�����t�{�¢�A�{�f�c���N�q���•�˜�•�“���#�à�{�¢�c���•�˜�•�“�����“�˜�$��

Nonetheless, Archer faced prejudice in his new role and did not shy 
away from discussing it. He described receiving racist mail and ques-
tioned whether the opposition he faced was because of his color (Phillips 
�‘�•�•�”�$�����N�)���þ�f�ª�{�����{�q�·�N�q�¿�)�"���I�N�ª�����{�o�o�N�·�o�)�q�·���·�{�����f�þ���c���)�o�Ÿ�{�Ü�)�¢�o�)�q�·�����S�q���•�˜�•�—����
he cofounded the African Progress Union, becoming its first president 
and holding the post for three years. In a powerful speech at the union’s 
inaugural meeting, Archer criticized Britain’s view of Black people and 
people of color and pledged that they would claim their rightful place in 
the empire. He said that the association was demanding, not asking for, 
�·�I�þ�·�� �¢�N�B�I�·�� �#�F�¢�â�)�¢�� �•�˜�—�“���� �‘�˜�“�$���� �F�¿�¢�·�I�)�¢�o�{�¢�)���� �·�I�)�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�<�ª�� �{���`�)���·�N�Û�)�ª��
�Ü�)�¢�)��

�¸�|��� �£�|�p�|�¸�*���¸�J�*���C�*�r�*�£�ÿ�g���Ý�*�g�B�ÿ�£�*���|�B�����B�£�O���ÿ�r�«���ÿ�r�#�����B�£�|�+� �*�|� �g�*�«�����«�*�¸���À� ���ÿ���«�|���O�ÿ�g��
�ÿ�r�#���£�*�«�O�#�*�r�¸�����g�À�����O�r���h�|�r�#�|�r���ÿ�«���ÿ���6�J�|�p�*���B�£�|�p���J�|�p�*�7�����¸�|���6�«� �£�*�ÿ�#���d�r�|�Ý�g�*�#�C�*��
�|�B���J�O�«�¸�|�£�ã���ÿ�r�#���ÿ���J�O�*�Ü�*�p�*�r�¸�«���|�B�����B�£�O���ÿ�r�«���ÿ�r�#�����B�£�|�+� �*�|� �g�*�«��� �ÿ�«�¸���ÿ�r�#��� �£�*�«�*�r�¸�7����
�ÿ�r�#���¸�|�����£�*�ÿ�¸�*���ÿ�r�#���p�ÿ�O�r�¸�ÿ�O�r���6�ÿ��� �À���g�O�����«�*�r�¸�O�p�*�r�¸���O�r���B�ÿ�Ü�|�À�£���|�B�����£�|�¸�J�*�£�J�|�|�#���O�r���O�¸�«��
���£�|�ÿ�#�*�«�¸���«�*�r�«�*���7��� �F�£�ã�*�£���•�•�”�•�����Ž�•�•�!

���)���A�{�f�f�{�Ü�N�q�B���â�)�þ�¢�������¢���I�)�¢�����)���þ�o�)���þ�����¢�N�·�N�ª�I���"�)�f�)�B�þ�·�)���·�{���·�I�)���£�þ�q�.���A�¢�N���þ�q��� �{�q-
�B�¢�)�ª�ª���N�q���£�þ�¢�N�ª���þ�q�"���f�þ�·�)�¢�����I�þ�N�¢�)�"���·�I�)���£�þ�q�.���A�¢�N���þ�q��� �{�q�B�¢�)�ª�ª���N�q���h�{�q�"�{�q���N�q���•�˜�‘�•����
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He continued to work in 
politics for the remainder 
of his life. At his death in 
�•�˜�’�‘�����þ�B�)���•� �̃����I�)���Ü�þ�ª���"�)�Ÿ�¿�·�â��
leader of Battersea council.

Archer is remembered 
in a number of ways in 
the area he once oversaw. 
Archer House, part of the 
���þ�·�·�)�¢�ª�)�þ�� �ß�N�f�f�þ�B�)�� �)�ª�·�þ�·�)����
�Ü�þ�ª���q�þ�o�)�"���þ�ü�·�)�¢���I�N�o���Ü�I�)�q��
�N�·�� �Ü�þ�ª�� ���¿�N�f�·�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �•�˜�’�•�ª����
�¼�Ü�{���f�{���þ�f���ª���I�{�{�f�ª���#�{�q�)���q�{�Ü��
closed) were renamed in 
�I�N�ª�� �I�{�q�{�¿�¢�� �N�q�� �•�˜�—�•�� �þ�q�"�� �N�q��
2018 and there is also a 
�d�{�I�q�� ���¢���I�)�¢�� �à�þ�â���� �S�q�� �þ�"�"�N-
tion, two blue plaques have 
been unveiled at his res-
idence and place of work. 
���)�����¢�ª�·���N�ª���{�q���·�I�)���ª�N�·�)���{�A���I�N�ª��
former photography studio and home and was created in 2010 by the Nubian 
�d�þ�c�� � �{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â�� �¼�¢�¿�ª�·���� �S�·�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �Ÿ�þ�¢�·�� �{�A�� �þ�� �Ÿ�¢�{�`�)���·�� ���þ�f�f�)�"�� �9���)�� �d�{�I�q�� ���¢���I�)�¢�� �¦�{�f�)��
�r�{�"�)�f�� �£�¢�{�`�)���·�:�� �þ�q�"�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �A�¿�q�"�)�"�� ���â�� �·�I�)�� �N�)�¢�N�·�þ�B�)�� �h�{�·�·�)�¢�â�� �F�¿�q�"���� ���¢�)�)�� �â�)�þ�¢�ª��
later, English Heritage unveiled another blue plaque at his former Battersea 
�I�{�o�)���� �S�q�� �d�¿�q�)�� �‘�•�‘�•���� �à�þ�q�"�ª�Ü�{�¢�·�I�� ���{�¿�q���N�f�� �f�þ�¿�q���I�)�"�� �þ�� ���þ�o�Ÿ�þ�N�B�q�� �·�{�� �)�¢�)���·�� �þ��
statue celebrating Archer’s mayoral achievements, following calls from the 
�f�{���þ�f�����{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â���B�¢�{�¿�Ÿ���h�{�Û�)�����þ�·�·�)�¢�ª�)�þ�������)�����{�¿�q���N�f���ª�þ�N�"���·�I�þ�·���N�·���Ü�{�¿�f�"���o�þ�c�)���þ��
small initial contribution to the memorial but hoped to raise more funds with 
community help (Aron 2020b).

The Caribbean Presence: Remembering Mary Seacole

�¼�{�� �"�þ�·�)���� �h�{�q�"�{�q�� �I�þ�ª�� �ª�)�Û�)�¢�þ�f�� �ª�·�þ�·�¿�)�ª�� �{�A�� ���f�þ���c�� ���B�¿�¢�)�ª���� ���o�{�q�B�� �·�I�)�o�� �N�ª�� �·�I�)��
���¢�{�q�ì�)���à�{�o�þ�q�����Ü�I�N���I���A�)�þ�·�¿�¢�)�ª���þ���o�{�·�I�)�¢���þ�q�"�����I�N�f�"���þ�q�"���N�ª���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���ª�·�þ�·�¿�)���·�{��
be displayed in England honoring a Black woman. Its creation, which cel-

�F�O�C�À�£�*���•���‘�����������g�À�*��� �g�ÿ�¢�À�*���B�|�£���d�|�J�r�����£���J�*�£�����®�|�À�£���*�����J�¸�¸� �«������
���|�p�p�|�r�«���Ý�O�d�O�p�*�#�O�ÿ���|�£�C���Ý�O�d�O���Ã�«�*�£���®� �À�#�C�À�r�’�“

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Spudgun67
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Spudgun67
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ebrates the contribution of African-Caribbean people to the capital, was a 
���{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â���)�ò�A�{�¢�·�����ª�Ÿ�)�þ�¢�I�)�þ�"�)�"�����â���·�I�)���f�þ�·�)���G�¿�â�þ�q�)�ª�)�.���{�¢�q���·�)�þ���I�)�¢�����Ÿ�{�)�·�����þ�q�"��
�Ÿ�f�þ�â�Ü�¢�N�B�I�·��� �*���N�f�)���t�{���¢�)�B�þ�������f�{�q�B���Ü�N�·�I���•�f�o�)�������þ���®�{�¿�·�I���h�{�q�"�{�q���ª�{���N�þ�f���)�q�·�)�¢-
�Ÿ�¢�N�ª�)�����¢�o�����ª�I�)���Ü�{�¢�c�)�"���A�{�¢���o�{�¢�)���·�I�þ�q���þ���"�)���þ�"�)���·�{���¢�þ�N�ª�)���N�·�ª�����{�ª�·���{�A���h�—�“���•�•�•���š�Ÿ 

Erected in Stockwell Memorial Gardens in South London near Nobre-
ga’s former home, it was unveiled by a group of Caribbean women in 2008. 
���)�� �{�����þ�ª�N�{�q�� �o�þ�¢�c�)�"�� �·�I�)�� �‘�•�•�·�I�� �þ�q�q�N�Û�)�¢�ª�þ�¢�â�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �)�q�"�� �{�A�� �·�¢�þ�q�ª�þ�·�f�þ�q�·�N����
enslavement and the 60th anniversary of the arrival of the �/�o�Ÿ�N�¢�)���à�N�q�"�¢�¿�ª�I. 
Another more recent memorial to a woman,  �¦�)�þ���I�N�q�B���•�¿�·�� was unveiled in 
���¿�B�¿�ª�·���‘�•�‘�•���N�q���þ�q���/�þ�ª�·���h�{�q�"�{�q���Ÿ�¿���f�N�����þ�¢�·���Ü�þ�f�c�����þ�f�f�)�"�����)���h�N�q�)�����¦�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�N�q�B��
�·�I�)���9���f�þ���c���/�Û�)�¢�â�Ü�{�o�þ�q���:���þ�����{�¢�"�N�q�B���·�{���ª���¿�f�Ÿ�·�{�¢�����{�o�þ�ª���d�����£�¢�N���)�����N�·���·�{�{�c���·�Ü�{��
years to raise the funds to build the nine-foot bronze statue, which depicts a 
�Ü�{�o�þ�q���ª�·�þ�q�"�N�q�B���f�{�{�c�N�q�B���"�{�Ü�q���þ�·���·�I�)���Ÿ�I�{�q�)���ª�I�)���I�{�f�"�ª���#���{�¢�Ÿ�)���‘�•�‘�•�$�����r�)�B�þ�q��
�£�N�Ÿ�)�¢���� �"�N�¢�)���·�{�¢�� �{�A�� ���)�� �h�N�q�)���� �ª�þ�N�"�� �·�I�þ�·�� �·�I�)�� �ª���¿�f�Ÿ�·�¿�¢�)�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �Ÿ�)�¢�·�N�q�)�q�·�� �þ�q�"�� �f�{�q�B��
overdue because it portrayed a contemporary Black woman rather than a 
�I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N���þ�f�f�â�����)�f�)���¢�þ�·�)�"���Ü�I�N�·�)���o�þ�f�)�����B�¿�¢�)���#�£�þ�ª�c�)�·�·���‘�•�‘�•�$����

In addition, the city’s most prominent monument to a Black person 
�þ�f�ª�{�� �I�{�q�{�¢�ª�� �þ�� �Ü�{�o�þ�q���� �A�þ�o�)�"�� �q�¿�¢�ª�)�� �r�þ�¢�â�� �®�)�þ���{�f�)���� ���)�� �ª�·�þ�·�¿�)�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �d�þ�o�þ�N-
can-born immigrant stands proudly opposite parliament. It was unveiled in 
�‘�•�•�•���� �q�)�þ�¢�f�â���•�‘�� �â�)�þ�¢�ª���þ�ü�·�)�¢���þ�q���{�ò�����N�þ�f�����þ�o�Ÿ�þ�N�B�q���·�{�� ���¢�)�þ�·�)���N�·���I�þ�"�����)�B�¿�q���� ���¿�·��
�·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·�� �)�ò�A�{�¢�·�ª�� �I�þ�"�� �N�q�� �A�þ���·�� ���)�)�q�� �o�þ�"�)�� �o�{�¢�)�� �·�I�þ�q�� �‘�•�� �â�)�þ�¢�ª�� �)�þ�¢�f�N�)�¢���� �"�¢�N�Û�)�q��
by residents of Caribbean origin seeking to restore the pioneering nurse to 
her rightful place in history; the statue celebrates a woman who is greatly 
admired by Black Britons.

�r�þ�¢�â�� �®�)�þ���{�f�)���� �Ü�I�{�� �"�)���)�"�� �·�I�)�� ���¢�N�·�N�ª�I�� �B�{�Û�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·�� �·�{�� �·�þ�c�)�� ���þ�¢�)�� �{�A�� �ª�{�f-
�"�N�)�¢�ª���"�¿�¢�N�q�B���·�I�)��� �¢�N�o�)�þ�q���à�þ�¢���#�•�—�”�’�+�•�$�����·�{�Ÿ�Ÿ�)�"���þ���‘�•�•�“���f�N�ª�·���{�A���•�•�•���G�¢�)�þ�·�����f�þ���c��
���¢�N�·�{�q�ª�������)���f�N�ª�·���I�þ�"�����)�)�q�����¢�)�þ�·�)�"���þ�ü�·�)�¢���þ�����¢�N�·�N�ª�I�����¢�{�þ�"���þ�ª�·�N�q�B��� �{�¢�Ÿ�{�¢�þ�·�N�{�q��
�#����� �$���Ÿ�{�f�f���N�q���‘�•�•�‘���·�{�����q�"���9�G�¢�)�þ�·�����¢�N�·�{�q�ª�:���A�þ�N�f�)�"���·�{���Ÿ�¢�{�"�¿���)���þ�q�â�����f�þ���c���Ü�N�q-
�q�)�¢�ª�����£�þ�·�¢�N���c���ß�)�¢�q�{�q�����þ�����f�þ���c�����¢�N�·�N�ª�I���A�{�¢�o�)�¢���h�þ���{�¿�¢�����{�¿�q���N�f�{�¢�����f�þ�¿�q���I�)�"���þ�q��
�þ�f�·�)�¢�q�þ�·�N�Û�)�����þ�o�Ÿ�þ�N�B�q���N�q���•���·�{���)�¢���‘�•�•�’���"�¿�¢�N�q�B�����f�þ���c���N�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���r�{�q�·�I���·�{���¢�þ�N�ª�)��
�·�I�)���Ÿ�¢�{���f�)���{�A�����f�þ���c�����{�q�·�¢�N���¿�·�N�{�q�ª���·�{�����¢�N�·�þ�N�q�����N�)���)�á�Ÿ�f�þ�N�q�)�"���·�I�þ�·�����f�þ���c�����¢�N�·�N�ª�I��
history was not recognized by the dominant society, although Black people 
had been in the country a thousand years and had helped to shape it (Bloom-
���)�f�"���‘�•�•�“�$��

�µ�º�� ���6���� �'�*�*� �*�£�� �h�|�|�d�� �O�r�¸�|�� �®�¸�|���d�Ý�*�g�g�9�«�� ���£�|�r�í�*�� �à�|�p�ÿ�r�� �®�¸�ÿ�¸�À�*�7�	�� ���À�C�À�«�¸�� �•�Ž�	�� �Ž�Œ�•�•�� � �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý��
�«�|�À�¸�J�g�|�r�#�|�r���g�À�������|���À�d�����g�|�C���ÿ�+�#�*�*� �*�£�+�g�|�|�d�+�O�r�¸�|�+�«�¸�|���d�Ý�*�g�g�«�+���£�|�r�í�*�+�Ý�|�p�ÿ�r�+�«�¸�ÿ�¸�À�*�!

https://www.southlondonclub.co.uk/blog/a-deeper-look-into-stockwells-bronze-woman-statue
https://www.southlondonclub.co.uk/blog/a-deeper-look-into-stockwells-bronze-woman-statue
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Born Mary Jane Grant in Jamaica, Seacole was the daughter of a free 
Black woman and a white Scottish soldier. Her mother kept a boarding 
house for sick soldiers and taught Mary traditional African and Carib-
bean medicine at an early age. Seacole was proud of her heritage. In her 
autobiography, �à�{�q�"�)�¢�A�¿�f�����"�Û�)�q�·�¿�¢�)�ª���{�A���r�¢�ª�����®�)�þ���{�f�)���N�q���r�þ�q�â���h�þ�q�"�ª�����·�I�)�����¢�ª�·��
�þ�¿�·�{���N�{�B�¢�þ�Ÿ�I�â�� �Ü�¢�N�·�·�)�q�� ���â�� �þ�� ���f�þ���c�� �Ü�{�o�þ�q�� �N�q�� ���¢�N�·�þ�N�q�� �#�¦�{���N�q�ª�{�q�� �‘�•�•�”�����‘�•�’�$����
she called herself a Creole and aligned with African slaves in the Amer-
�N���þ�ª�� �#�®�)�þ���{�f�)�� �•�—�”�–���� �•�“�$���� ���ü �·�)�¢�� �o�þ�¢�¢�â�N�q�B�� �/�"�Ü�N�q�� �N�{�¢�þ�·�N�{�� �N�þ�o�N�f�·�{�q�� �®�)�þ���{�f�)��
�N�q���f�N�q�B�ª�·�{�q�����d�þ�o�þ�N���þ�����N�q���•�—�’�•�����A�¢�{�o���Ü�I�{�o���ª�I�)���¢�)���)�N�Û�)�"���I�)�¢���ª�¿�¢�q�þ�o�)�����þ�q�"��
�þ�ü�·�)�¢�����)�N�q�B���Ü�N�"�{�Ü�)�"���)�N�B�I�·���â�)�þ�¢�ª���f�þ�·�)�¢�����®�)�þ���{�f�)���·�¢�þ�Û�)�f�)�"���·�{���/�q�B�f�þ�q�"���N�q���•�—�”�“����
�þ�·�·�)�o�Ÿ�·�N�q�B���·�{���Û�{�f�¿�q�·�)�)�¢���þ�ª���þ�q���þ�¢�o�â���q�¿�¢�ª�)���N�q���·�I�)���Ü�þ�¢�����¼�¿�¢�q�)�"���"�{�Ü�q�����â���·�I�)��
British government, Seacole questioned whether racism was at the core of 
�·�I�)�� �B�{�Û�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·�<�ª�� �¢�)�A�¿�ª�þ�f�� �·�{�� �þ�f�f�{�Ü�� �I�)�¢�� �·�{�� �`�{�N�q�� �·�I�)�� �Ü�þ�¢�� �)�ò �A�{�¢�·�� �#�®�)�þ���{�f�)�� �•�—�”�–����
�–�’�+�—�•�����G�)�¢�ì�N�q�þ���‘�•�•�’�����–�“�$��

�¦�)�Ÿ�)�þ�·�)�"�f�â���A�þ���)�"���Ü�N�·�I�����þ�¢�¢�N�)�¢�ª���A�¢�{�o���{�ò�����N�þ�f���{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�����®�)�þ���{�f�)���Ü�þ�ª��
�þ�f�ª�{�� �¢�)���¿�ò�A�)�"�� ���â�� �·�I�)�� �q�¿�¢�ª�)�ª�� �Ü�I�{�� �Ü�{�¢�c�)�"�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �F�f�{�¢�)�q���)�� �t�N�B�I�·�N�q�B�þ�f�)�����þ�� ���{�q-
temporary nurse who later gained national recognition for her role in the war. 
Consequently, Seacole decided to go it alone and used her own resources to 
travel to Crimea to open an establishment to be called the British Hotel (Sea-
���{�f�)�� �•�—�”�–���� �–�“�$���� ���� �Ÿ�þ�¢�·�q�)�¢�ª�I�N�Ÿ�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �þ�� � �þ�¢�N�����)�þ�q�� �þ���¡�¿�þ�N�q�·�þ�q���)���� ���{�o�þ�ª�� �'�þ�â����
�Ü�I�{���I�þ�"���þ�¢�¢�N�Û�)�"���N�q���h�{�q�"�{�q���¿�q�)�á�Ÿ�)���·�)�"�f�â�����I�)�f�Ÿ�)�"�����q�þ�q���)���·�I�)���·�¢�N�Ÿ�����������{�¿�q�·�ª��
�¢�)���{�¢�"�� �·�I�þ�·�� �®�)�þ���{�f�)�� �f�þ���{�¢�)�"�� �Ü�I�{�f�)�I�)�þ�¢�·�)�"�f�â���� �{�Û�)�¢���{�o�N�q�B�� �A�¢�)�¡�¿�)�q�·�� �·�I�)�ü�·�ª����
particularly of livestock, at the hotel. Dr. Reid, a surgeon in the British army 
serving in the war, wrote a letter to his family in 1855 lauding Seacole’s kind-
ness and generosity (Simkin 2020).

�à�I�)�q���®�)�þ���{�f�)���¢�)�·�¿�¢�q�)�"���·�{���/�q�B�f�þ�q�"���þ�ü�·�)�¢���·�I�)���Ü�þ�¢���)�q�"�)�"���N�q���•�—�”�•�����ª�I�)���Ü�þ�ª��
�N�f�f���þ�q�"���"�)�ª�·�N�·�¿�·�)�����q�þ�¢�¢�{�Ü�f�â���þ�Û�{�N�"�N�q�B�����þ�q�c�¢�¿�Ÿ�·���â�������ü �·�)�¢���Ÿ�¢�{�o�N�q�)�q�·�����{�q�·�¢�N��-
utors, including members of the royal family, donated to a fund for her, 
�ª�I�)�� �¢�)�·�¿�¢�q�)�"�� �·�{�� �d�þ�o�þ�N���þ�� �þ�¢�{�¿�q�"�� �•�—�•�•���� �I�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢���� �·�I�)�� ���{�¿�q�·�¢�â�� �I�þ�"�� �ª�¿�ò�A�)�¢�)�"��
an economic downturn in Seacole’s absence. She bought land and built 
a house and a rental property. But, by 1870, Seacole was back in London, 
�f�N�c�)�f�â�� �ª�)�)�c�N�q�B�� �·�{�� �I�)�f�Ÿ�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �F�¢�þ�q���{�.�£�¢�¿�ª�ª�N�þ�q�� �à�þ�¢���� �þ�����{�¢�"�N�q�B���·�{�� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N�þ�q��
Jane Robinson. Robinson believes that Seacole was spurned when she 
approached the husband of Florence Nightingale’s sister, who was closely 
�N�q�Û�{�f�Û�)�"���N�q���·�I�)�����¢�N�·�N�ª�I���t�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f���®�{���N�)�·�â���A�{�¢�����N�"���·�{���·�I�)���®�N���c���þ�q�"���à�{�¿�q�"�)�"����
Reportedly around this time, Nightingale wrote a letter to her brother-
in-law implying that Seacole had kept a “bad house” in Crimea and was 
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responsible for “much drunkenness and improper conduct” (Robinson 
�‘�•�•�”�����•�˜�•�$��

Seacole eventually connected with members of the royal circle and 
���)���þ�o�)���þ���Ÿ�)�¢�ª�{�q�þ�f���o�þ�ª�ª�)�¿�ª�)���·�{���·�I�)���£�¢�N�q���)�ª�ª���{�A���à�þ�f�)�ª�����®�I�)���"�N�)�"���N�q���•�—�—�•���þ�·���I�)�¢��
�h�{�q�"�{�q���I�{�o�)���þ�q�"���Ü�þ�ª���f�þ�¢�B�)�f�â���A�{�¢�B�{�·�·�)�q�������)���"�¢�N�Û�)���·�{���¢�)���{�B�q�N�ì�)���®�)�þ���{�f�)�����þ�o�)��
�q�)�þ�¢�f�â���þ�����)�q�·�¿�¢�â���þ�ü�·�)�¢���I�)�¢���Ÿ�þ�ª�ª�N�q�B���þ�q�"���Ü�þ�ª�����{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â�.�f�)�"�����S�q���•�˜�–�’�����·�I�)���h�N�B-
�q�¿�o���ß�N�·�þ�)��� �f�¿�������þ���d�þ�o�þ�N���þ�q���Ü�{�o�)�q�<�ª���{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q���N�q���h�{�q�"�{�q�����·�{�B�)�·�I�)�¢���Ü�N�·�I��
�·�I�)�����¢�N�·�N�ª�I��� �{�o�o�{�q�Ü�)�þ�f�·�I���t�¿�¢�ª�)�ª���à�þ�¢���r�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f���F�¿�q�"���¢�)�ª�·�{�¢�)�"���I�)�¢���B�¢�þ�Û�)���N�q��
�·�I�)���N�þ�o�o�)�¢�ª�o�N�·�I�����)�o�)�·�)�¢�â���Ü�I�)�¢�)���ª�I�)���I�þ�"�����)�)�q�����¿�¢�N�)�"�������)���d�þ�o�þ�N���þ�q���B�{�Û-
�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·���)�q�·�I�¿�ª�N�þ�ª�·�N���þ�f�f�â���ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·�)�"���·�I�)���)�ò�A�{�¢�·�����������{�¢�"�N�q�B���·�{���þ���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�ª���¢�)�f�)�þ�ª�)��
�A�¢�{�o�� �·�I�)�� �d�þ�o�þ�N���þ�q�� �N�N�B�I�� � �{�o�o�N�ª�ª�N�{�q�� �N�q�� �h�{�q�"�{�q�� �"�þ�·�)�"�� �t�{�Û�)�o���)�¢�� �‘�•���� �•�˜�–�’����
the High Commissioner for Jamaica, Sir Laurence Lindo, and his wife Lady 
�h�N�q�"�{�����Ü�I�{���Ü�þ�ª���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�N�"�)�q�·���{�A���·�I�)���h�N�B�q�¿�o���ß�N�·�þ�)��� �f�¿�����þ�·���·�I�)���·�N�o�)�����þ�·�·�)�q�"�)�"���·�I�)��
unveiling of the “reconsecrated” grave. In addition, the High Commission 
�¢�)�Ÿ�{�¢�·�)�"���·�I�þ�·���9�!�·�"�I�)���t�¿�¢�ª�)�ª�����ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A���d�þ�o�þ�N���þ���Ü�N�f�f���o�þ�N�q�·�þ�N�q���N�·���N�q���¢�)�Ÿ�þ�N�¢��
forever.”�š� 

�S�q���•�˜�–�˜�����þ���B�¢�{�¿�Ÿ���{�A��� �þ�¢�N�����)�þ�q���Ü�{�o�)�q���þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�¢�{�þ���I�)�"���·�I�)���r�£���A�{�¢���N�þ�o�o�)�¢-
smith, Clive Soley, (now Lord Soley), asking him to join them at Seacole’s 
gravesite. It had been almost a century since Seacole’s death and her con-
tributions had long been forgotten. However, Soley, who had lived through 
�à�{�¢�f�"���à�þ�¢���¼�Ü�{�����ª�þ�N�"���I�)���þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�¢�)���N�þ�·�)�"���®�)�þ���{�f�)�<�ª���Ü�þ�¢���)�ò �A�{�¢�·�ª���þ�q�"���·�I�{�ª�)���{�A���·�I�)��
�Ü�{�o�)�q���Ü�I�{���I�þ�"�����{�o�)���A�¢�{�o���·�I�)�� � �þ�¢�N�����)�þ�q���N�q���•�˜�’�˜�+�“�•���·�{�� �I�)�f�Ÿ���"�¿�¢�N�q�B���·�I�)��
war (Soley 2018). Soley, who did not commit to helping then, would later 
�I�)�f�Ÿ���¢�þ�N�ª�)���A�¿�q�"�ª���·�{�����¿�N�f�"���þ���ª�·�þ�·�¿�)���N�q���I�)�¢���I�{�q�{�¢�������)���Ÿ�f�þ�q���·�{���I�{�q�{�¢���®�)�þ���{�f�)��
���{�q�·�N�q�¿�)�"���� �I�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢���� �S�q�� �•�˜�—�•���� ���{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â�� �þ���·�N�Û�N�ª�·�� � �{�q�ª�·�þ�q���)�� �#� �{�q�q�N�)�$��
Mark took up the mantle, cofounding the Mary Seacole Memorial Associ-
ation. Her activism had begun in her Jamaican birthplace where she had 
�)�á�Ÿ�)�¢�N�)�q���)�"�� �¢�þ���N�ª�o�� ���¢�ª�·�.�I�þ�q�"�� �þ�ü �·�)�¢�� ���)�N�q�B�� �"�)�q�N�)�"�� �þ�� �Ÿ�þ�â�� �N�q���¢�)�þ�ª�)�� �Ü�I�N�f�)��
�Ü�{�¢�c�N�q�B�� �þ�ª�� �þ�� �o�)�"�N���þ�f�� �ª�)���¢�)�·�þ�¢�â�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� ���¿�á�N�f�N�þ�¢�â�� �¼�)�¢�¢�N�·�{�¢�N�þ�f�� �®�)�¢�Û�N���)�� �#���¼�®�$��
�"�¿�¢�N�q�B���à�{�¢�f�"�� �à�þ�¢���¼�Ü�{���#�N�þ�N�B�I���‘�•�•�—�$���� ���)�¿�f�þ���� �Ü�I�{�� �I�þ�"���o�)�·�� �r�þ�¢�c���Ü�I�)�q���I�)��
�Ü�þ�ª���•�–�����ª�þ�N�"���·�I�)���þ���·�N�Û�N�ª�·���o�þ�"�)���®�)�þ���{�f�)���þ���I�{�¿�ª�)�I�{�f�"���q�þ�o�)�������)���t�¿���N�þ�q���d�þ�c��
� �{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â���¼�¢�¿�ª�·���Ü�{�¿�f�"���Ÿ�{�ª�·�I�¿�o�{�¿�ª�f�â���I�{�q�{�¢���r�þ�¢�c���N�q���d�¿�q�)���‘�•�•�—�����Ü�N�·�I���þ��
���f�¿�)���Ÿ�f�þ�¡�¿�)���þ�·���·�I�)���¢�)�·�N�¢�)�o�)�q�·�����{�o�Ÿ�f�)�á���q�þ�o�)�"���þ�ü �·�)�¢���r�þ�¢�â���®�)�þ���{�f�)���N�q���N�þ�o-
�o�)�¢�ª�o�N�·�I�����Ü�I�)�¢�)���r�þ�¢�c���f�N�Û�)�"���"�¿�¢�N�q�B���·�I�)�����q�þ�f���â�)�þ�¢�ª���{�A���I�)�¢���f�N�A�)��

�µ�»�� ���6�r�ÿ�£�ã���®�*�ÿ���|�g�*�9�«���G�£�ÿ�Ü�*���¦�*�«�¸�|�£�*�#���O�r���h�|�r�#�|�r�7�	���t�|�Ü�*�p���*�£���Ž�’�	���•�•�“�•��� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���r�g�a���C�|�Ü���a�p��
���t���®�*�ÿ���|�g�*���r�ÿ�£�ã�����r���«�*�ÿ���|�g�*���p�a���Œ�’�•��� �#�B�!

https://www.nlj.gov.jm/BN/Seacole_Mary/bn_seacole_mj_063.pdf
https://www.nlj.gov.jm/BN/Seacole_Mary/bn_seacole_mj_063.pdf


Chapter 3. Black London87

�'�)�ª�Ÿ�N�·�)�� �·�I�)�� �)�ò�A�{�¢�·�ª�� �{�A�� �ª�·�þ�f�Ü�þ�¢�·�ª�� �ª�¿���I�� �þ�ª�� �r�þ�¢�c���� �·�I�)�� �®�)�þ���{�f�)�� �ª�·�þ�·�¿�)�� �o�)�·��
with considerable resistance. In a 2012 article in the conservative �'�þ�N�f�â���r�þ�N�f 
newspaper, opponents argued that Seacole’s importance had been exagger-
�þ�·�)�"�� ���â�� �Ÿ�¢�{�Ÿ�{�q�)�q�·�ª�� �{�A�� �o�¿�f�·�N���¿�f�·�¿�¢�þ�f�N�ª�o�� �#�à�þ�f�·�)�¢�ª�� �‘�•�•�‘�$���� �r�)�þ�q�Ü�I�N�f�)�����ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·-
ers of Florence Nightingale also alleged that Seacole was overshadowing the 
�A�{�¢�o�)�¢�<�ª�� �þ���I�N�)�Û�)�o�)�q�·�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �·�I�þ�·�� �®�)�þ���{�f�)�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �q�{�·�� �·�)���I�q�N���þ�f�f�â�� �þ�� �q�¿�¢�ª�)�����•�·�I�)�¢�ª��
tried to argue that naming her as a Black heroine was just political correctness 
���)���þ�¿�ª�)���ª�I�)���Ü�þ�ª���o�N�á�)�"���¢�þ���)���þ�q�"���q�{�·���¢�)�þ�f�f�â�����f�þ���c���#�G�þ�q�"�)�¢���‘�•�•�•�$�������N�ª���Û�N�)�Ü�Ÿ�{�N�q�·��
focuses on a biological categorization rather than a social and cultural one, as 
this book prescribes. Meanwhile, in 2013, then Education Minister Michael 
Gove bowed to Seacole’s detractors and removed her from the national cur-
riculum, saying that stu-
dents should learn about 
�·�¢�þ�"�N�·�N�{�q�þ�f�� ���B�¿�¢�)�ª�� �ª�¿���I��
�þ�ª�� �•�f�N�Û�)�¢�� � �¢�{�o�Ü�)�f�f�� �þ�q�"��
�à�N�q�ª�·�{�q�� � �I�¿�¢���I�N�f�f���� ���)��
suggestion was met with 
outrage, leading him to 
make a U-turn shortly 
�þ�ü�·�)�¢�Ü�þ�¢�"�ª���� �•�Ÿ�)�¢�þ�·�N�{�q��
���f�þ���c�� �ß�{�·�)���� �þ�� �q�{�q�.�Ÿ�¢�{���·��
organization created to 
broaden Black participa-
tion in electoral politics, 
played a central role in 
�·�I�)�� ���B�I�·�� �·�{�� �c�)�)�Ÿ�� �®�)�þ���{�f�)��
on the national curricu-
lum, starting a petition 
that attracted more than 
35,000 signatures.

���)�� �`�{���� �{�A�� �¢�)�þ�f�N�ì�N�q�B��
a Mary Seacole statue 
would eventually fall to 
the Mary Seacole Memorial Statue Appeal. Lord Soley chaired the charity 
�Ü�I�N���I���Ü�þ�ª���ª�)�·���¿�Ÿ���N�q���‘�•�•�“�������)���B�¢�{�¿�Ÿ���Ü�þ�ª���¢�)�q�þ�o�)�"���·�I�)���r�þ�¢�â���®�)�þ���{�f�)���¼�¢�¿�ª�·��
�þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �·�I�)�� �ª�·�þ�·�¿�)�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �¿�q�Û�)�N�f�)�"���� �F�¿�q�"�)�"�� �·�I�¢�{�¿�B�I�� �"�{�q�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�� �A�¢�{�o�� �·�I�{�¿�ª�þ�q�"�ª��
of individual supporters, as well as from a small number of larger donors, 

�F�O�C�À�£�*���•���’�����¼�J�*���r�ÿ�£�ã���®�*�ÿ���|�g�*���«�¸�ÿ�¸�À�*�����®�|�À�£���*�����J�¸�¸� �«������
���|�p�p�|�r�«���Ý�O�d�O�p�*�#�O�ÿ���|�£�C���Ý�O�d�O���Ã�«�*�£���®�À�p�O�¸�«�À�£�ÿ�O

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Sumitsurai
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�·�I�)���{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�¢�ª���¢�þ�N�ª�)�"���o�{�¢�)���·�I�þ�q���h�”�•�•���•�•�•�������)�����I�þ�q���)�f�f�{�¢���{�A���·�I�)���)�á���I�)�¡�¿�)�¢��
�#�·�I�)�� �Ã�f�� �B�{�Û�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·�� �{�ò�����)�� �·�I�þ�·�� �{�Û�)�¢�ª�)�)�ª�� �Ÿ�¿���f�N���� �ª�Ÿ�)�q�"�N�q�B�$�� �þ�f�ª�{�� �Ÿ�¢�{�Û�N�"�)�"�� �þ��
�h�‘�“�•���•�•�•�� �B�¢�þ�q�·�� �·�{�� �I�)�f�Ÿ�� �Ÿ�þ�â�� �A�{�¢�� �·�I�)�� �N�q�ª�·�þ�f�f�þ�·�N�{�q�� �þ�q�"�� �þ�� �ª�o�þ�f�f�� �o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f�� �B�þ�¢-
den. Floella Benjamin unveiled the statue, which stands in the gardens of 
�®�·���� ���{�o�þ�ª�<�ª�� �N�{�ª�Ÿ�N�·�þ�f���� �¼�{�·�·�)�q�I�þ�o�� �r�£�� �'�þ�Û�N�"�� �h�þ�o�o�â�� ���þ�f�f�)�"�� �·�I�)�� �{�����þ�ª�N�{�q�� �þ��
“seminal moment for Londoners, and for the Black community particular-
ly.”�š�¡���¼�{�"�þ�â�����·�I�)���ª�·�þ�·�¿�)���ª�â�o���{�f�N�ì�)�ª���r�þ�¢�â���®�)�þ���{�f�)�<�ª�����{�q�·�¢�N���¿�·�N�{�q���þ�ª���þ���q�¿�¢�ª�)���N�q��
particular and the contributions of Black people to British society in general.

�à�N�q�"�¢�¿�ª�I�� �®�¡�¿�þ�¢�)���� �·�I�)�� �ª�â�o���{�f�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �Ÿ�f�þ�¡�¿�)�ª�� �I�{�q�{�¢�N�q�B�� �h�{�q�"�{�q�<�ª�� �£�þ�q�.���A-
rican pioneers, and the Seacole statue demonstrate the importance of places 

– spaces grounded in reality in which humans have embodied personal
�o�)�þ�q�N�q�B���#�£�)�"�¢�þ�ì�þ���‘�•�•�˜�$���+���·�I�þ�·���)�o�Ÿ�I�þ�ª�N�ì�)���)�¡�¿�þ�f�N�·�â�����`�¿�ª�·�N���)�����þ�q�"���"�)�o�{���¢�þ���â��
�#�G�N�)�ª�)�c�N�q�B�� �)�·�� �þ�f���� �‘�•�•�“���� �’�˜�’�$���� �®�¿���I�� �ª�Ÿ�þ���)�ª�� ���{�q�·�¢�N���¿�·�)�� �·�{�� �{�q�)�<�ª�� �¢�þ���N�þ�f���N�"�)�q�·�N�·�â��
�#�à�N�q�c�f�)�¢�� �‘�•�•�‘�$�� �þ�q�"�� ���)�f�{�q�B�N�q�B���� �S�q�� �þ�� ���N�·�â�� �·�I�þ�·�� �Ü�þ�ª�� ���¿�N�f�·�� �{�q�� �·�I�)�� ���þ���c�ª���{�A�� �·�I�)��
enslaved, enriched by colonial oppression, and nurtured by populations of
marginalized residents, PAD are insisting that these histories be made vis-
�N���f�)���N�q���·�I�)���Ÿ�¿���f�N�����"�{�o�þ�N�q���+���{�ü�·�)�q�����f�þ�N�o�N�q�B���·�I�)�N�¢���{�Ü�q���ª�Ÿ�þ���)�ª���+���þ�q�"���·�I�þ�·���h�{�q-
don clearly, unequivocally, and publicly acknowledges all who have contrib-
uted to its economic, social, and cultural development in the past and make
a commitment to doing so in the future.
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Chapter 4  
Black Luxembourg

Bernardino Tavares and Aleida Vieira

In the Grand Duchy, Black Lives Matter’s (BLM’s) impact has manifested 
itself on various levels of society, from rallies gathering together large num-
bers of people to artistic contestation tactics and the appropriation of public 
spaces, the mapping of buildings with colonial links, the defacement of mon-
uments, and the renaming of streets, to mention just a few. All this happened 
in the context of uncovering Luxembourg’s colonial past, which is directly 
connected to Belgian colonization (see Chapter 2) (Moes 2012). 

Although the early BLM movements had already pushed bottom-up and 
top-down discussions on racism, no political measures had been put in 
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sort of “wake-up call” and a sudden turning point, with Black people raising 
their voices against unequal conditions in modern postcolonial societies in 
Europe, including in Luxembourg. Additionally, newly created associations 
of People of African Descent (PAD), such as the feminist and antiracist asso-
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�N�q�·�)�q�ª�N���)�"���·�I�)�N�¢���þ�q�·�N�¢�þ���N�ª�·���þ���·�N�Û�N�·�N�)�ª�����ª�I�N�ü�·�N�q�B���·�I�)�����{�q�Û�)�¢�ª�þ�·�N�{�q���{�q���¢�þ���)���þ�q�"��
racism from folklore to activism. As a result, the silencing of the colonial past 
has been broken. 

At the European level, an earlier study entitled “Being Black in Europe” 
(BBE), carried out by the Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) and published 
in 2018, had placed Luxembourg at the top of the list of European countries 
�Ü�I�)�¢�)���Ÿ�)�¢���)�Ÿ�·�N�{�q�ª���{�A���¢�þ���N�ª�o���þ�¢�)���Û�)�¢�â���I�N�B�I�������N�ª���N�ª���þ���ª�)�¢�N�{�¿�ª���o�þ�·�·�)�¢���N�q���þ�����{�¿�q-
try where almost half of the population are immigrants (Statec 2020). Fin-
�f�þ�q�"�� �N�ª���·�I�)�� �{�q�f�â�����{�¿�q�·�¢�â���Ü�I�)�¢�)�� �·�I�)�ª�)�� �Ÿ�)�¢���)�Ÿ�·�N�{�q�ª�� �þ�¢�)�� �I�N�B�I�)�¢���#�£�þ�¿�f�â���‘�•�•�˜���� �”�$����
���)�����h�r���o�{�Û�)�o�)�q�·���þ�q�"���·�I�)�������/���ª�·�¿�"�â���I�þ�Û�)���A�{�ª�·�)�¢�)�"���þ���Ü�þ�Û�)���{�A���¢�þ�f�f�N�)�ª���þ�ª���Ü�)�f�f��
as debates at conferences, including one that focused on “Being Black in Lux-
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embourg” (BBL) and prompted studies on racism, a subject that previously 
had not been on the country’s public radar.

�S�q���þ�"�"�N�·�N�{�q���·�{�����þ�f�f�ª���A�{�¢���Ÿ�¢�{�`�)���·�ª�����â���·�I�)���r�N�q�N�ª�·�¢�â���A�{�¢���F�þ�o�N�f�â�����ò �A�þ�N�¢�ª�����S�q�·�)-
gration and the Greater Region, the government also ordered the Luxem-
bourg Institute of Socio-Economic Research (LISER) to conduct an unprec-
edented national survey on the experience and perception of racism among 
�Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���{�A�����{�f�{�¢�����•�¢�"�)�¢�)�"�����â���·�I�)��� �I�þ�o���)�¢���{�A���'�)�Ÿ�¿�·�N�)�ª���þ�q�"�����{�{�¢�"�N�q�þ�·�)�"��
���â�� �·�I�)�� �r�N�q�N�ª�·�¢�â���� �Ü�N�·�I�� �·�I�)�� �Ÿ�þ�¢�·�N���N�Ÿ�þ�·�N�{�q�� �{�A�� � �)�q�·�¢�)�� �"�<�0�·�¿�"�)�� �)�·�� �"�)���F�{�¢�o�þ�·�N�{�q��
Interculturelles et Sociales (CEFIS), the data was made available in the three 
�{�ò �����N�þ�f�� �f�þ�q�B�¿�þ�B�)�ª�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� ���{�¿�q�·�¢�â�� �+�� �h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�N�ª�I���� �F�¢�)�q���I�� �þ�q�"�� �G�)�¢�o�þ�q����
plus English and Portuguese – and collected through a national online sur-
vey in 2021. 

���)�� �Ÿ�{�f�f�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �ª�)�q�·�� �·�{�� �¢�þ�q�"�{�o�� �¢�)�ª�N�"�)�q�·�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �þ�ª�c�)�"���� �N�{�Ü�� �Ü�N�"�)�ª�Ÿ�¢�)�þ�"�� �N�ª��
�¢�þ���N�þ�f�� �þ�q�"�� �)�·�I�q�N���� �"�N�ª���¢�N�o�N�q�þ�·�N�{�q�� �N�q�� �h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B���� �à�I�N���I�� �B�¢�{�¿�Ÿ�ª�� �{�A�� �Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)��
�þ�¢�)���o�þ�N�q�f�â���·�þ�¢�B�)�·�)�"�����S�q���Ü�I�N���I�����{�q�·�)�á�·�ª���þ�q�"���ª�N�·�¿�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���"�{���¢�)�ª�N�"�)�q�·�ª���Ÿ�)�¢���)�N�Û�)��
�"�N�ª���¢�N�o�N�q�þ�·�{�¢�â���þ���·�ª���þ�q�"���·�¢�)�þ�·�o�)�q�·�����à�I�)�¢�)���þ�q�"���I�{�Ü�����þ�q���þ���·�N�{�q�����)���·�þ�c�)�q���·�{��
���{�o���þ�·���·�I�)�ª�)���N�ª�ª�¿�)�ª�������)���·�)�þ�o���N�q���f�¿�"�)�"���{�q�f�â���{�q�)�����f�þ���c���Ÿ�)�¢�ª�{�q�����Ü�I�{�ª�)���Ÿ�þ�¢-
ticipation in designing and evaluating the questionnaire was not very rep-
resentative of the diverse voices of the Black community. In an interview, he 
pointed out that the LISER survey/study “does not reveal that there is very 
marked ideological racism in Luxembourg,” and that, if compared “with the 
�N�q�"�N���þ�·�{�¢�ª���{�A���{�·�I�)�¢�����{�¿�q�·�¢�N�)�ª�����·�I�)�����B�¿�¢�)�ª���N�q���h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B���þ�¢�)���f�)�ª�ª���þ�f�þ�¢�o�N�q�B��
than in neighbouring countries” (Queirós 2022).

���N�ª���ª�·�þ�·�)�o�)�q�·���¢�þ�N�ª�)�ª���þ�·���f�)�þ�ª�·���·�Ü�{���¡�¿�)�ª�·�N�{�q�ª�����{�q���)�¢�q�N�q�B���·�I�)���ª�·�¿�"�â�����à�{�¿�f�"��
�·�I�)�� �¢�)�ª�¿�f�·�ª�� �I�þ�Û�)�� ���)�)�q�� �o�{�¢�)�� �þ�����¿�¢�þ�·�)�� �N�A�� �{�·�I�)�¢�� ���f�þ���c�� �)�á�Ÿ�)�¢�·�ª�� �Ü�)�¢�)�� �N�q�Û�{�f�Û�)�"����
And was the inclusion of only one Black researcher another form of “token-
�N�ª�o�:���þ�q�"���þ�q���þ�·�·�)�o�Ÿ�·���·�{���ª�{�ü�·�)�q���þ�q�"���ª�o�{�{�·�I���{�Û�)�¢���·�I�)���¢�)�ª�¿�f�·�ª���{�A���·�I�)���)�Û�þ�f�¿�þ�·�N�{�q����
�æ�)�·���� �N�·�� �N�ª�� �N�o�Ÿ�{�¢�·�þ�q�·�� �·�{�� �¿�q�"�)�¢�f�N�q�)�� �·�I�þ�·�� �h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�� �N�ª�� �·�þ�c�N�q�B�� �N�·�ª�� ���¢�ª�·�� �ª�·�)�Ÿ�ª��
toward opening up discussions on these hitherto avoided topics. However, 
�·�I�)�¢�)���N�ª���ª�·�N�f�f���o�¿���I���·�{�����)���"�{�q�)���·�{�����¢�N�q�B���q�)�Ü���f�N�q�)�ª���{�A���¢�)�ô �f�)���·�N�{�q�����þ�ª���f�{�q�B���þ�ª���þ�f�f��
parties are included in the search for the transformation strategies that are 
needed in order to eradicate racial oppression. 

���)���ª�·�¿�"�â�<�ª�����q�"�N�q�B�ª���Ü�)�¢�)���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�)�"���N�q���r�þ�¢���I���‘�•�‘�‘���þ�·���þ���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�ª�����{�q�A�)�¢�)�q���)��
�þ�·�·�)�q�"�)�"�� ���â�� �·�I�)�� �r�N�q�N�ª�·�)�¢�� �{�A�� �F�þ�o�N�f�â�� ���ò�A�þ�N�¢�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �·�I�)�� �¢�)�ª�)�þ�¢���I�)�¢�ª�� �N�q�Û�{�f�Û�)�"�� �N�q��
the study. According to LISER, the data collected “will be used to identify 
�·�I�)�� �ª�)���·�{�¢�ª���N�q���Ü�I�N���I�� �ª�Ÿ�)���N������ �þ���·�N�{�q�ª���þ�¢�)���q�)���)�ª�ª�þ�¢�â�:�� �þ�q�"���Ü�N�f�f�� ���)�� �9�·�þ�c�)�q���N�q�·�{��
account in the formulation of policy recommendations to combat racism and 
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�"�N�ª���¢�N�o�N�q�þ�·�N�{�q���:���N�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢�����·�{���þ�����)�¢�·�þ�N�q���)�á�·�)�q�·�����·�I�)���ª�·�¿�"�â���ª�¿�ò�A�)�¢�ª���A�¢�{�o���þ���f�þ���c��
of critical and disentangling voices that would better help society at large 
�¿�q�"�)�¢�ª�·�þ�q�"�� �þ�q�"�� �¿�q�¢�þ�Û�)�f�� �f�{�q�B�ª�·�þ�q�"�N�q�B�� �"�N�ª���¢�N�o�N�q�þ�·�N�{�q�� �þ�ò�A�)���·�N�q�B�� ���f�þ���c�� �Ÿ�)�{-
ple in Luxembourg. In an interview with the newspaper Paperjam, Sandrine 
Gashonga, the president of Lëtz Rise Up, underlined the wish that “discrim-
ination based on race be treated as a transversal problem that concerns dif-
ferent ministries, mainly those of education and justice.”�š 

As for the context of Europe in general, the category of race in Luxem-
bourg is “seldom openly expressed in language” (M’charek, Schramm, and 
�®�c�N�q�q�)�¢���‘�•�•�“�����“�–�•�$���N�q���Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���þ�f���þ�q�"���ª�{���N�)�·�þ�f���"�N�ª���{�¿�¢�ª�)�ª�����)�N�·�I�)�¢���Ü�¢�N�·�·�)�q���{�¢���ª�Ÿ�{-
ken. Before the BLM movement, discussions about race and racism were 
taboo, despite longstanding racial discrimination against Africans and their 
�"�)�ª���)�q�"�þ�q�·�ª�������¿�ª�����·�I�)���¡�¿�)�ª�·�N�{�q���{�A���¢�þ���)���I�þ�ª�����)�)�q���þ�q���9�þ���ª�)�q�·�.�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q���)�:���#�h�þ�Ü��
�‘�•�•�“�$���N�q���h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�����Ü�I�N���I���9�o�þ�â���·�)�o�Ÿ�{�¢�þ�¢�N�f�â���þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�)�þ�¢���N�q���Ÿ�f�þ�N�q���ª�N�B�I�·���N�q���þ���Ÿ�þ�¢-
ticular practice only to then disappear again beneath the surface” (M’charek, 
�®���I�¢�þ�o�o�����þ�q�"���®�c�N�q�q�)�¢���‘�•�•�“�����“�–�•�$����

�t�)�Û�)�¢�·�I�)�f�)�ª�ª���� �A�{�¢�� ���q�·�|�q�N�þ�� �G�þ�q�)�·�{���� �·�I�)�� �Ÿ�¢�)�ª�N�"�)�q�·�� �{�A�� �F�N�q�c�þ�Ÿ�*���� �"�)�ª�Ÿ�N�·�)��
resistance from Luxembourg governors, “the lines were moved, the taboo 
was slightly broken, and the denial is less present.”�›���•�q�)���Ü�{�¿�f�"���f�N�c�)���·�{�����)�f�N�)�Û�)��
that the BLM movement has served as an additional stimulus to awaken 
Luxembourg’s white population to the selective (in)visibility of Black people 
in the country, as well as to their struggles for the recognition of their past 
�þ�q�"���A�¿�·�¿�¢�)�����à�)�����)�f�N�)�Û�)���·�I�þ�·�����A�{�¢���h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�N�ª�I���ª�{���N�)�·�â���N�q���B�)�q�)�¢�þ�f�����þ�q�"���)�ª�Ÿ�)-
cially for the community of African origin, the BLM movement has created 
�þ�q���þ�Ü�þ�¢�)�q�)�ª�ª���þ�q�"���þ���q�)�)�"���·�{���¢�)�ô �f�)���·���{�q���·�I�)�N�¢���)�á�Ÿ�)�¢�N�)�q���)�ª���þ�q�"���·�I�)�N�¢���Ÿ�{�ª�N�·�N�{�q�N�q�B��
�N�q���·�I�)�� ���{�¿�q�·�¢�â���� �ª�{�o�)�·�I�N�q�B���·�I�þ�·�� �I�þ�ª���q�{�·�� �I�þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�)�q�)�"�� ���)�A�{�¢�)���� ���)�� ���f�þ���c���Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ-
tion felt encouraged by this global movement to demand space for listening, 
taking measures, and introducing changes to ensure equal respect and rec-
ognition as part of Luxembourgish society. As we shall see below, there have 
been some catalytic moments of robust racial contestation embodied in the 
creation and activities of associations with African imprints, the use of art to 

�µ�� ���¼�£�ÿ�r�«�g�ÿ�¸�*�#�����ã���¸�J�*���ÿ�À�¸�J�|�£�«�����S�r���¸�J�*���|�£�O�C�O�r�ÿ�g�����6�g�*�«���#�O�«���£�O�p�O�r�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�«�����|�r�¸�£�*���g�*�«��� �*�£�«�|�r�r�*�«���£�ÿ���O�«�+�*�«��
�«�|�O�*�r�¸���¸�£�ÿ�O�¸�+�*�«�����|�p�p�*���À�r��� �£�|���g�9�p�*���¸�£�ÿ�r�«�Ü�*�£�«�ÿ�g���¢�À�O�����|�r���*�£�r�*���#�O�ó�B�+�£�*�r�¸�«���p�O�r�O�«�¸�9�£�*�«�	���r�|�¸�ÿ�+
�p�p�*�r�¸�����*�À�â���#�*���g�9�0�#�À���ÿ�¸�O�|�r���*�¸���#�*���g�ÿ���d�À�«�¸�O���*�7��� �F�£�ÿ�¸�O���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ�!��

�¶�� ���¼�£�ÿ�r�«�g�ÿ�¸�*�#�����ã���¸�J�*���ÿ�À�¸�J�|�£�«�����S�r���¸�J�*���|�£�O�C�O�r�ÿ�g�����6�/�g�g�*���ÿ��� �*�£�p�O�«���#�*���B�ÿ�O�£�*�����|�À�C�*�£���g�*�«���g�O�C�r�*�«�����h�*���¸�ÿ���|�À��
�*�«�¸���À�r��� �*�À�����ÿ�«�«�+�	���g�*���#�+�r�O���p�|�O�r�«��� �£�+�«�*�r�¸�7��� �F�£�ÿ�¸�O���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ�!��
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tackle “hidden” colonial links, as well as the organization of conferences and 
studies whose main topic is race and racism.

Traces of Black Representation in Urban Landscapes

In Luxembourg City and beyond, there are several street names and mon-
uments honoring white Luxembourgers who were deemed important for 
their participation in colonization and who made a name for themselves 
from their colonial involvement. Although no monuments celebrating colo-
nialism were torn down in the capital, contesting tactics were employed by 
protesters, collectives, and associations to denounce colonialism, calling for 
the decolonization of minds and (urban) landscapes. In their attempt to dis-
entangle the Grand Duchy’s past colonial connections and everyday racism 
�¿�q�"�)�¢�� �·�I�)�� �o�{�·�·�{�� �9�h�5�·�ì�)���¿�)�¢�B�� �"�)�c�{�f�{�q�N�ª�*�N�)�¢�)�q�:�� �#�'�)���{�f�{�q�N�ì�)�� �h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�$����
Lëtz Rise Up collaborated with the activist artistic collective Richtung22 to 
document colonial memories emplaced in the city’s landscape. Both organi-
zations are presented in more detail below. 

���)�N�¢�� ���þ�o�Ÿ�þ�N�B�q�� �·�¢�þ���c�)�"�� �‘�—�� �ª�Ÿ�þ���)�ª���� �N�q���f�¿�"�N�q�B�� �Ÿ�¿���f�N���� ���¿�N�f�"�N�q�B�ª�����Ÿ�¢�N�Û�þ�·�)��
companies, and parks, that were linked to colonialism and grouped them 
�N�q�·�{���·�I�¢�)�)���o�þ�N�q�����þ�·�)�B�{�¢�N�)�ª�������)�����¢�ª�·���B�¢�{�¿�Ÿ�����{�q�ª�N�ª�·�)�"���{�A�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���¢�{�¿�·�)�ª���{�A���¢�þ��-
�N�ª�o�����A�{�¢���)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)�����·�I�)���f�{���þ�·�N�{�q���{�A���ß�N�f�f�þ���h�{�¿�Û�N�B�q�â���þ�q�"���{�A���·�I�)���I�¿�o�þ�q���ì�{�{�ª���Ü�I�N���I��
�·�{�{�c���Ÿ�f�þ���)���N�q���F�)���¢�¿�þ�¢�â���•�˜�•�•�����þ�q�"��� �I�þ�¢�f�â�<�ª���G�þ�¢�)�����Ü�I�N���I���Ü�þ�ª���f�N�q�c�)�"���·�{���·�I�)���¢�þ�N�f-
�Ü�þ�â���N�q���·�I�)��� �{�q�B�{�������)���ª�)���{�q�"���A�{���¿�ª�)�"���{�q�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���)���{�q�{�o�â���þ�q�"���Ü�)�þ�f�·�I�����A�{�¢��
�)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)���� �·�I�)�� �q�)�{���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�� ���{�¿�f�)�Û�þ�¢�"�� �¦�{�â�þ�f�� �þ�q�"�� �·�I�)�� � �)�¢���f�)�� � �N�·�*���� �Ü�I�)�¢�)�� ���{�f�{-
�q�N�þ�f���Ÿ�¢�{�Ÿ�þ�B�þ�q�"�þ���)�á�I�N���N�·�N�{�q�ª���Ü�)�¢�)���I�)�f�"���N�q���·�I�)���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q���)���{�A���£�¢�N�q���)���F�*�f�N�á���þ�q�"���·�I�)��
�G�¢�þ�q�"���'�¿���I�)�ª�ª��� �I�þ�¢�f�{�·�·�)���N�q���•�˜�’�’���þ�q�"���•�˜�“�˜���þ�q�"���Ü�I�)�¢�)���þ�����{�q�A�)�¢�)�q���)���Ü�þ�ª���{�¢�B�þ-
�q�N�ì�)�"�����â���·�I�)���F�*�"�*�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���S�q�·�)�¢�q�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f�)���"�)�ª��� �{�f�{�q�N�þ�¿�á���)�·�����q���N�)�q�ª��� �{�f�{�q�N�þ�¿�á��
(FICAC or International Federation of Colonial and Former Colonial Civil 
�®�)�¢�Û�þ�q�·�ª�$���� �{�A�� �Ü�I�N���I�� �h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �þ�� �o�)�o���)�¢���� ���)�� �·�I�N�¢�"�� �B�¢�{�¿�Ÿ�� �N�q���f�¿�"�)�ª��
�N�q�ª�·�N�·�¿�·�N�{�q�ª���f�{���þ�·�)�"���N�q���·�I�)�����·�I�*�q�*�)�����¿�N�f�"�N�q�B�����Ü�I�N���I���N�ª���f�N�q�c�)�"���·�{���·�I�)���Ÿ�þ�¢�·�N���N�Ÿ�þ-
tion of Luxembourgers in the colonial war in Congo, and the German Dresd-
ner Bank and its cooperation with the apartheid regime in South Africa. As 
these sites show, Luxembourg was active in European expansion although 
�N�·���"�N�"���q�{�·���I�þ�Û�)���þ�q�â�����{�f�{�q�N�)�ª�������¢�{�¿�B�I���þ���A�¢�)�)���B�¿�N�"�)�"���·�{�¿�¢���+���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���{�A���Ü�I�N���I��
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took place on June 26, 2021 – people would get to know these unknown links 
to colonialism.�œ 

Furthermore, several monuments are located on the country’s border 
with Belgium and illustrate Luxembourg’s involvement in Belgian colonial-
ism. In Arlon, for example, the statue of Leopold II was defaced by protesters.�• 
Additionally, a group of activists from Richtung22 made an intervention on a 
���¢�{�q�ì�)���o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·���·�I�þ�·���"�)�Ÿ�N���·�ª���·�I�)���Ÿ�¢�{���f�)���{�A���t�N���{�f�þ�ª��� �N�·�{���#�•�—�•�•�+�•�˜�“�˜�$�����þ���h�¿�á-
�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�N�ª�I�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���)�q�B�N�q�)�)�¢���Ü�I�{���Ÿ�þ�¢�·�N���N�Ÿ�þ�·�)�"���N�q�����)�f�B�N�þ�q�����{�f�{�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�������)��
bronze is set above a fountain on the wall of a former primary school, now 
�þ���I�N�B�I���ª���I�{�{�f���N�q�����þ�ª���I�þ�¢�þ�B�)�����I�N�ª�����I�N�f�"�I�{�{�"���I�{�o�)�·�{�Ü�q�������)���o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·���Ü�þ�ª��
created to honor him as one of the so-called colonial pioneers (Clarinval 2021) 
who directed the construction of the railway line that connected the region of 
�r�þ�·�þ�"�N���·�{���h�*�{�Ÿ�{�f�"�Û�N�f�f�)���#�q�{�Ü���f�N�q�ª�I�þ�ª�þ�����·�I�)�����þ�Ÿ�N�·�þ�f���{�A���·�I�)���'�)�o�{���¢�þ�·�N�����¦�)�Ÿ�¿��-
�f�N�����{�A��� �{�q�B�{�$���N�q���•�—�˜�—���#�r�{�)�ª���‘�•�•�‘�$��

���)�� �þ���·�N�Û�N�ª�·�ª�� �Ÿ�f�þ���)�"�� �·�I�)�� �o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·�� ���)�I�N�q�"�� �þ�� �Ÿ�þ�q�)�f�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �þ�� �¢�{�¿�q�"�� �¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�)�¢��
opening, leaving Cito’s head visible, but relegating him behind bars that 
allude to a prison window, thus indexing his colonial crimes and responsi-
bility for “the 5,500 forced labourers who died during a railroad construc-
tion – of which Cito was the chief-engineer” (Spirinelli 2020; cf. Moes 2012). 
���)���f�{�Ü�)�¢���Ÿ�þ�¢�·���{�A���·�I�)���Ÿ�þ�q�)�f�����{�q�·�þ�N�q�)�"���þ�q���¿�Ÿ�"�þ�·�)�"���·�)�á�·���·�I�þ�·�����{�o�o�)�o�{�¢�þ�·�)�"��
�·�I�)���Û�N���·�N�o�ª���{�A���·�I�)�ª�)�����¢�N�o�)�ª�������N�ª���Ÿ�f�þ�¡�¿�)�����{�Û�)�¢�)�"���·�I�)���{�ò�����N�þ�f���·�)�á�·�����Ü�I�N���I�����)�f�)-
���¢�þ�·�)�"��� �N�·�{�<�ª�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���"�)�)�"�ª�������)�f�{�Ü���·�I�)���¿�Ÿ�"�þ�·�)�"���·�)�á�·���·�I�)�¢�)���Ü�þ�ª���·�I�)�����f�þ���c�����ª�·����
an iconic image of BLM. Additionally, the activists poured little red drops 
below the water tap, symbolizing blood.�ž  

�·�� ���h�6�¸�í���¦�O�«�*���Ã� ���*�¸���¦�O���J�¸�À�r�C�Ž�Ž���À�r�O�«�«�*�r�¸���g�*�À�£�«���B�|�£���*�«���#�ÿ�r�«���À�r�*�����ÿ�p� �ÿ�C�r�*�����|�p� �£�*�r�ÿ�r�¸���#�*�«���Ü�O�«�O�¸�*�«��
�C�À�O�#�+�*�«�������¸�£�ÿ�Ü�*�£�«���g�9�J�O�«�¸�|�O�£�*���|�����À�g�¸�+�*���#�À��� �ÿ�ã�«����� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���g�*�¸�í�£�O�«�*�À� �����|�p���#�„� �•�„���•���|�g�|��
�r�O�«�|�r�«�+�g�*�+�g�À�â�*�p���|�À�£�C�!

� �̧� ���f�O�r�C���h�*�|� �|�g�#�9�«���O�r�Ü�|�g�Ü�*�p�*�r�¸���O�r�����|�g�|�r�O�ÿ�g�O�«�p���O�«���*�â� �g�ÿ�O�r�*�#���O�r���#�*�¸�ÿ�O�g���O�r��� �J�ÿ� �¸�*�£���Ž����

�¹�� �����d�¸�O�|�r�� �C�*�C�*�r�� �'�*�r�d�p�ÿ�g�� �O�r�� �t�O�*�#�*�£�d�*�£�«���J�*�r�	��Luxemburger Wort,� � � d� À� r� *� � � •� ‘� 	� � � Ž� Œ� Ž� Œ� � �  �J�¸�¸� �«������
�Ý�Ý�Ý���Ý�|�£�¸���g�À���#�*���g�|�d�ÿ�g�*�«���ÿ�d�¸�O�|�r�+�C�*�C�*�r�+�#�*�r�d�p�ÿ�g�+�O�r�+�r�O�*�#�*�£�d�*�£�«���J�*�r�+�‘�*�*�“�”�‘�Ž�”�#�ÿ�Ž�����•��
�“�”�•�*�•�‘�õ���’�“�!

https://www.letzriseup.com/d%C3%A9colonisons-le-luxembourg
https://www.letzriseup.com/d%C3%A9colonisons-le-luxembourg
https://www.wort.lu/de/lokales/aktion-gegen-denkmal-in-niederkerschen-5ee78528da2cc1784e35fb67
https://www.wort.lu/de/lokales/aktion-gegen-denkmal-in-niederkerschen-5ee78528da2cc1784e35fb67
https://www.wort.lu/de/lokales/aktion-gegen-denkmal-in-niederkerschen-5ee78528da2cc1784e35fb67
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�F�O�C�À�£�*�«���•���•�ÿ���ÿ�r�#���•���•�������•�£�O�C�O�r�ÿ�g���ÿ�r�#���À� �#�ÿ�¸�*�#���O�p�ÿ�C�*�«���|�B���¸�J�*���t�O���|�g�ÿ�«��� �O�¸�|���B�|�À�r�¸�ÿ�O�r���O�r��
���ÿ�«���J�ÿ�£�ÿ�C�*�����®�|�À�£���*�«�����������¼�ÿ�Ü�ÿ�£�*�«�	�����À�C�À�«�¸���•�•�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�•�����h�À�â�*�p���|�À�£�C�*�£���à�|�£�¸�	���d�À�r�*���•�‘�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ

���)�����{�f�f�)���·�N�Û�)���¢�)�"�)�ª�N�B�q�)�"���·�I�)���o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·���þ�ª���þ�q���þ���·���{�A���9�¢�)�o�)�o���¢�þ�q���)���{�A���/�¿�¢�{-
pean colonial culture” that has oppressed Black people in Africa, in Euro-
pean societies, and beyond (Clarinval 2021). Although the artistic redesign 
proved ephemeral – the contextual rectangular panel was removed shortly 
�þ�ü�·�)�¢�Ü�þ�¢�"�ª���+���·�I�)���N�q�·�)�¢�Û�)�q�·�N�{�q���I�þ�ª�����{�q�·�¢�N���¿�·�)�"���·�{���ª�)�q�ª�N�·�N�ì�N�q�B���ª�{���N�)�·�â���·�{�Ü�þ�¢�"��
�·�I�)�� �{�Ÿ�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�ª�N�{�q�� �þ�q�"�� ���¢�¿�·�þ�f�N�·�â�� �·�I�þ�·�� �o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·�ª�� �N�q�� �Ÿ�¿���f�N���� �ª�Ÿ�þ���)�ª�� �{�ü�·�)�q�� �¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)-
�ª�)�q�·�������)���h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�N�ª�I���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N�þ�q�����N�·�)�"���þ���{�Û�)�����F�þ���N�{���®�Ÿ�N�¢�N�q�)�f�f�N�����ª�þ�N�"���N�q���I�N�ª��
insightful article that, as a student at the former primary school, he was not 
taught about the colonial meaning this monument carries and consequently 
�ª�N�o�Ÿ�f�â���"�N�"���q�{�·���c�q�{�Ü���Ü�I�{���t�N���{�f�þ�ª��� �N�·�{���Ü�þ�ª�������¿�ª�����®�Ÿ�N�¢�N�q�)�f�f�N���¿�q�"�)�¢�ª���{�¢�)�ª���·�I�)��
importance of updating original monuments and street names, as exempli-
���)�"�����â���·�I�)���þ�¢�·�N�ª�·�N�������{�f�f�)���·�N�Û�)���¦�N���I�·�¿�q�B�‘�‘�����N�)�����þ�f�f�ª���A�{�¢���o�{�¢�)���Ÿ�¿���f�N�����)�"�¿���þ�·�N�{�q��
about “colonial regimes, their racism, violence and plundering” (Spirinelli 
2020). Perhaps, a recontextualization of colonial history would also be a 
sound educational tactic.

Indeed, there are still a number of buildings in the capital linked to 
Luxembourg’s participation in colonization, with their histories unknown 
to the wider public. However, there was no public outcry until the BLM pro-
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tests in summer 2020, when the organizations mentioned above started 
contesting these buildings’ colonial links and connections. An inventory 
�o�þ�"�)�����â���¦�N���I�·�¿�q�B�‘�‘���þ�q�"���h�5�·�ì���¦�N�ª�)���Ã�Ÿ�����A�{�¢���)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)�����N�"�)�q�·�N���)�"���þ�����¿�N�f�"�N�q�B��
called Cercle Municipal, in the center of Luxembourg City. It was used for 
meetings, colonial exhibitions, and propaganda by the Luxembourgish 
� �{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�� � �N�¢���f�)�� �#� � �h�$���� �þ�q�� �þ�ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q�� �A�{�¿�q�"�)�"�� �N�q�� �•�˜�‘�”�� ���â�� ���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�� �{�ò �����N�þ�f�ª��
�·�I�þ�·���o�)�·���¢�)�B�¿�f�þ�¢�f�â���¿�q�"�)�¢���£�¢�N�q���)���F�*�f�N�á���þ�q�"���·�I�)���B�{�Û�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·���{�A���·�I�)���·�N�o�)�������)��
association supported Luxembourg citizens in their colonial activities in 
� �{�q�B�{���� �t�{�Ü���� �·�I�)�� �Ÿ�¢�{�Ÿ�)�¢�·�â�� �N�ª�� �¿�ª�)�"�� ���â�� �{�ò �����N�þ�f�ª�� �A�{�¢�� �o�)�)�·�N�q�B�ª�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �N�q�·�)�¢�q�þ-
�·�N�{�q�þ�f���Ÿ�þ�¢�·�q�)�¢�ª���������ª�)���{�q�"���f�{���þ�·�N�{�q���N�ª���·�I�)���A�{�¢�o�)�¢���f���h���#�f�¢�)�"�N�)�·���þ�q�c���h�¿�á�)�o-
bourg) building, now taken over by Quintet Private Bank. Its owners col-
�f�þ���{�¢�þ�·�)�"���N�q�����q�þ�q���N�q�B���·�I�)���N�f�f�)�B�þ�f���ª�þ�f�)�ª���{�A���þ�¢�o�ª���"�¿�¢�N�q�B���·�I�)���þ�Ÿ�þ�¢�·�I�)�N�"���¢�)�B�N�o�)��
in South Africa.�Ÿ However, research into colonial connections is still in its 
early stages.

Meanwhile, names such as Nelson Mandela appear as street names in 
other cities in the country, for example in Esch-sur-Alzette, Luxembourg’s 
�ª�)���{�q�"���f�þ�¢�B�)�ª�·�����N�·�â���þ�q�"���{�q�)���{�A���·�I�)���o�{�ª�·���o�¿�f�·�N���¿�f�·�¿�¢�þ�f�������)���o�¿�q�N���N�Ÿ�þ�f�����{�¿�q���N�f��
decided to rename Rue des Boers� ���þ�ü�·�)�¢���·�I�)���Ÿ�¢�{�o�N�q�)�q�·���®�{�¿�·�I�����A�¢�N���þ�q���f�)�þ�"�)�¢��
�N�q�� �‘�•�•�“�� �A�{�f�f�{�Ü�N�q�B�� �þ�� �Ÿ�¢�{�Ÿ�{�ª�þ�f�� �A�¢�{�o�� �·�I�)�� �f�)�ü�·�N�ª�·�� �Ÿ�þ�¢�·�â�� �'�*�N�� �h�*�q�c���� �þ�� �A�)�Ü�� �"�þ�â�ª��
before the opening of an exhibition about Mandela at the National Resis-
�·�þ�q���)�� �r�¿�ª�)�¿�o�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� ���N�·�â���� ���)�� �o�¿�ª�)�¿�o�� �·�¢�þ���)�ª�� �·�I�)�� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â�� �{�A�� �h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B��
�¿�q�"�)�¢���t�þ�ì�N���{�Ÿ�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�ª�N�{�q���A�¢�{�o���•�˜�“�•���·�{�� �•�˜�“�”���� �A�¢�{�o���·�I�)�� �Ÿ�)�¢�ª�Ÿ�)���·�N�Û�)���{�A���·�I�)�� �¢�)�ª�N�ª-
�·�þ�q���)�� �o�{�Û�)�o�)�q�·�ª���� ���)�� �)�á�I�N���N�·�N�{�q�� �9�t�)�f�ª�{�q�� �r�þ�q�"�)�f�þ���� �F�¢�{�o�� �£�¢�N�ª�{�q�)�¢�� �·�{�� �£�¢�)�ª-
�N�"�)�q�·�:���¢�þ�q���A�¢�{�o�����Ÿ�¢�N�f���·�{���®�)�Ÿ�·�)�o���)�¢���‘�•�•�“���þ�q�"���Ü�þ�ª�����¿�¢�þ�·�)�"�����â���·�I�)�����Ÿ�þ�¢�·�I�)�N�"��
Museum in Johannesburg. 

�º�� ���F�|�£���p�|�£�*���*�â�ÿ�p� �g�*�«�	���«�*�*���¦�O���J�¸�À�r�C�Ž�Ž���ÿ�r�#���h�6�¸�í���¦�O�«�*���Ã� ���Ý�*��� �ÿ�C�*�«��

�»�� ���¦�À�*���#�*�«�����|�*�£�«���Ý�ÿ�«���r�ÿ�p�*�#���O�r���¸�J�*���•�•�Ž�Œ�«���ÿ�ý�¸�*�£���¸�J�*���Ý�J�O�¸�*���«�*�¸�¸�g�*�£�«���Ý�J�|�� �«�À� � �|�£�¸�*�#���Ý�J�O�¸�*���«�À�+
� �£�*�p�ÿ���ã���#�À�£�O�r�C���¸�J�*���ÿ� �ÿ�£�¸�J�*�O�#���£�*�C�O�p�*���O�r���®�|�À�¸�J�����B�£�O���ÿ��� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���g�À�â�¸�O�p�*�«���g�À���*�r���g�À�â�*�p��
���|�À�£�C���*�«���J�+�ÿ�g�í�*�¸�¸�*�+�p�ÿ�r�#�*�g�ÿ�+�«�¸�£�*�*�¸�+�#�*���ÿ�¸�*�+���|�r�¸�O�r�À�*�«�+�’�Œ�Ž�#�•�#�“�•�#�*�•�•�‘���•�Ž�•�’�•�ÿ�•���#�“�!

https://www.luxtimes.lu/en/luxembourg/esch-alzette-mandela-street-debate-continues-602d3d71de135b92363a4cd7
https://www.luxtimes.lu/en/luxembourg/esch-alzette-mandela-street-debate-continues-602d3d71de135b92363a4cd7
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�F�O�C�À�£�*�«���•���Ž�ÿ���ÿ�r�#���•���Ž�������•�£�O�C�O�r�ÿ�g���ÿ�r�#�����|�Ü�*�£�*�#���O�p�ÿ�C�*�«���|�B���¸�J�*���*�r�¸�£�ÿ�r���*���¸�|���¸�J�*���B�|�£�p�*�£��
�r�|�J�£�*�r�ÿ� �|�¸�J�*�d�*���|�£���£�J�ÿ�£�p�ÿ���O�*���#�*�«���t�������®�|�À�£���*�«�����������¼�ÿ�Ü�ÿ�£�*�«�	���r�ÿ�ã���•�Œ�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�•�����h�À�â�*�p���|�À�£�C�*�£��
�à�|�£�¸�	�����À�C�À�«�¸���Ž�•�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ��

Another building in the center of the capital became infamous for its prob-
�f�)�o�þ�·�N���� �¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�þ�·�N�{�q�� �{�A�� ���f�þ���c�� �Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)�� �#�F�N�B�¿�¢�)�� �“���‘�þ�$���� ���N�ª�� ���¿�N�f�"�N�q�B���� �Ü�I�N���I��
opened in the early 1800s, is called “M*apotheke” in German, or “Pharmacie 
des N*” in French, and is hard to ignore due to the ceramic representations 
�{�A���·�Ü�{�����A�¢�N���þ�q���o�)�q���ª�·�þ�q�"�N�q�B���þ�·���N�·�ª���"�{�{�¢�ª�������)���9�r���þ�Ÿ�{�·�I�)�c�)�:���Ü�þ�ª���¢�)�B�N�ª�·�)�¢�)�"���N�q��
�•�—�•�’�����â�����f�A�¢�)�"���h�)�q�{�5�f���#�•�–�–�“�+�•�—�“�˜�$�����þ���h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�N�ª�I���Ÿ�I�þ�¢�o�þ���N�ª�·�������)���G�)�¢�o�þ�q��
understanding of the word “M*” does not leave room for ambiguities and 
doubts as to its racist meaning (see Chapter 1). In 2007, the current owner, 
Claude Hostert-Pfeifer, renamed it Pharmacie Ginkgo as she considered the 
old name “inappropriate for the era in which we live” (Hostert-Pfeifer 2021). 
���N�ª���)���I�{�)�ª���®�Ÿ�N�¢�N�q�)�f�f�N�<�ª���þ�ª�ª�)�¢�·�N�{�q��

���r���*�ÿ�r�O�r�C�«�� �|�B�� �p�|�r�À�p�*�r�¸�«�� �r�*�*�#�� �¸�|�� ���*�� ���|�r�«�O�#�*�£�*�#�� �«�ã�r���J�£�|�r�O���ÿ�g�g�ã�� �ÿ�r�#���#�O�ÿ�+
���J�£�|�r�O���ÿ�g�g�ã�����¼�J�*�ã�����ÿ�r���J�ÿ�Ü�*���#�O�ó�B�*�£�*�r�¸���p�*�ÿ�r�O�r�C�«���¸�|���#�O�ó�B�*�£�*�r�¸��� �*�|� �g�*���ÿ�¸���ÿ���C�O�Ü�*�r��
�¸�O�p�*�	���ÿ�r�#���¸�J�*�O�£���p�*�ÿ�r�O�r�C�«�����ÿ�r�����J�ÿ�r�C�*���|�Ü�*�£���¸�O�p�*���B�|�g�g�|�Ý�O�r�C���ÿ���£�*�+�*�Ü�ÿ�g�À�ÿ�¸�O�|�r���ÿ�r�#��
�«�*�r�«�O�¸�O�í�ÿ�¸�O�|�r����� �®� �O�£�O�r�*�g�g�O���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ�!

���)�� �·�Ü�{�� �N�o�þ�B�)�ª�� �Ü�)�¢�)�� ���{�Û�)�¢�)�"�� �¿�Ÿ�� �N�q�� �d�¿�f�â�� �‘�•�‘�•�� �#�F�N�B�¿�¢�)�� �“���‘���$���� �Ÿ�¢�)�ª�¿�o�þ���f�â�� ���â��
�{�ò�����N�þ�f�ª�����N�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢�����N�q�����{�q�·�¢�þ�ª�·���·�{���·�I�)���N�q�·�)�¢�Û�)�q�·�N�{�q���þ�B�þ�N�q�ª�·��� �N�·�{�<�ª���o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·��
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by Richtung22 mentioned above, it could be argued that this covering of the 
ceramic representations of the two African men constitutes a further act of 
�{�ò�����N�þ�f���q�)�¿�·�¢�þ�f�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q���þ�q�"���N�q�Û�N�ª�N���N�f�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A���h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�<�ª�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���f�N�q�c�ª����

�•�Û�)�¢���·�I�)���â�)�þ�¢�ª�����ª�{�o�)���N�q�N�·�N�þ�·�N�Û�)�ª���I�þ�Û�)���·�þ�c�)�q���Ÿ�f�þ���)���þ�·���·�I�)���{�ò�����N�þ�f���f�)�Û�)�f�����F�{�¢��
�N�q�ª�·�þ�q���)�����N�q���•�˜�–�“�����þ���ª�·�¢�)�)�·���N�q�����¿�ª���I�¢�{�"�·���#�þ���Û�N�f�f�þ�B�)���N�q���·�I�)���q�{�¢�·�I�)�¢�q���"�N�ª�·�¢�N���·���{�A��
�'�N�)�c�N�¢���I�$���Ü�þ�ª���q�þ�o�)�"���þ�ü�·�)�¢���t�N���{�f�þ�ª���G�¢�þ�q�B���#�•�—�”�“�+�—�’�$�����Ü�I�{���Ü�þ�ª�����{�¢�q���·�I�)�¢�)���þ�q�"��
who was a colonial lieutenant, later promoted to a commander, in the Bel-
�B�N�þ�q�����{�f�{�q�â���{�A��� �{�q�B�{�����N�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢�����·�I�)���ª�·�¢�)�)�·���Ü�þ�ª���¢�)�q�þ�o�)�"���Ã�o���®���I�*���c�)�f�·���N�q���d�¿�f�â��
2020. According to Marie-Paule Anzia, a physiotherapist on the former Rue 
Nicolas Grang, the name change is a consequence of the BLM movement in 
�h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B���� ���)�� �·�I�)�¢�þ�Ÿ�N�ª�·�� �)�á�Ÿ�f�þ�N�q�)�"�� �N�q�� �þ�� �·�)�f�)�Ÿ�I�{�q�)�� ���{�q�Û�)�¢�ª�þ�·�N�{�q�� �·�I�þ�·�� �·�I�)��
municipality decided to rename the street because Grang had participated 
in the colonization of Congo and had “done things he shouldn’t have.” Anzia 
�)�á�Ÿ�f�þ�N�q�)�"���·�I�þ�·���·�I�)���q�)�Ü���q�þ�o�)���{�A���·�I�)���ª�·�¢�)�)�·�����Ã�o���®���I�*���c�)�f�·�����¢�)�A�)�¢�ª���·�{���·�I�)���N�"�)�þ��
of “�f�N�)�¿�"�N�·” or “�f�N�)�¿�4�"�N�·,” a French term for a small geographical area bearing 
�þ�� �·�¢�þ�"�N�·�N�{�q�þ�f�� �q�þ�o�)���� ���q�� �{�ò�����N�þ�f�� �A�¢�{�o�� �·�I�)�� �o�¿�q�N���N�Ÿ�þ�f�N�·�â�� �{�A�� ���¿�ª���I�¢�{�"�·���� �ª�·�þ�·�)�"��
�·�I�þ�·���� �þ�ª���A�þ�¢���þ�ª���ª�I�)�� �N�ª���þ�Ü�þ�¢�)���� �·�I�)�� �q�þ�o�)���®���I�*���c�)�f�·�� �I�þ�ª���q�{���Ÿ�þ�¢�·�N���¿�f�þ�¢���o�)�þ�q�N�q�B��
���¿�·���N�ª���f�N�q�c�)�"���·�{���9�þ���q�þ�o�)���A�¢�{�o���·�I�)���Û�N�f�f�þ�B�)�<�ª���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N�����Ÿ�þ�ª�·���:�����)�ª�)���·�Ü�{���N�q�·�)�¢�Ÿ�¢�)-
tations lead us to believe that changing the street name was a result of the 
protests all over the world, including in Luxembourg, but also an attempt 
and a strategy to neutralize the Luxembourgish connection to the coloniza-
tion of Congo – something that, before BLM, was completely ignored by the 
�B�¢�)�þ�·�� �o�þ�ª�ª�� �{�A���h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�N�ª�I�� �ª�{���N�)�·�â���� ���)�� �¢�)�q�þ�o�N�q�B���Ÿ�¢�{���)�ª�ª�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �{�Û�)�¢�ª�)�)�q��
���â���·�I�)���Û�N�f�f�þ�B�)�<�ª���o�þ�â�{�¢���þ�q�"���·�I�)���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N�þ�q���¦�*�B�N�ª���r�{�)�ª�����Ü�I�{���N�ª���·�I�)�����¿�¢�þ�·�{�¢���A�{�¢��
���{�q�·�)�o�Ÿ�{�¢�þ�¢�â�� �h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�N�ª�I�� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â�� �þ�·�� �·�I�)�� �r�¿�ª�*�)�� �t�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f�� �"�<�N�N�ª�·�{�N�¢�)�� �)�·��
d’Art (MNHA) (Heindrichs 2022).

As a result, the plaque honoring Nicolas Grang was transferred to the 
MNHA to be part of the 2022 exhibition on Luxembourg’s colonial presence 
�N�q��� �{�q�B�{���#� �f�þ�¢�N�q�Û�þ�f���‘�•�‘�•�$�������)���·�)�o�Ÿ�{�¢�þ�¢�â���)�á�I�N���N�·�N�{�q���#���Ÿ�¢�N�f�+�t�{�Û�)�o���)�¢���‘�•�‘�‘�$��
provided an overview of Luxembourg’s little known colonial past. It allowed 
the public access to testimonies from private and institutional collections in 
the form of objects, artworks and photographs, advertising brochures, and 
press articles. By recalling historical facts and presenting numerous por-
traits of Luxembourg people involved in the colonial period, the MNHA dis-
played the complexity of colonial relations. Furthermore, nine people from 
today, whose lives are closely connected to Luxembourg and shaped by its 
colonial past, told their personal stories in interviews with the museum. 
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Even though the colonial era in a narrower sense has been over for more than 
�•�•���â�)�þ�¢�ª�����o�þ�q�â�����N�·�N�ì�)�q�ª���ª�·�N�f�f���)�á�Ÿ�)�¢�N�)�q���)���N�·�ª���)�ò�A�)���·�ª���N�q���·�I�)�N�¢���)�Û�)�¢�â�"�þ�â���f�N�Û�)�ª�������)��
MNHA’s exhibition thus illustrated that Luxembourg does indeed have a 
colonial past.�¡ 

“Colonizing without Colonies”: Luxembourg’s Presence in Congo 

In the public realm, only a few social actors recognize the Grand Duchy’s 
active participation in colonization, as it did not have its own colonies. Some 
place the blame for the systematic suppression of Congo, which lasted until 
�•�˜�•�•���� �ª�{�f�)�f�â�� �{�q�� �·�I�)�� ���)�f�B�N�þ�q�ª�� �#�r�{�)�ª�� �‘�•�•�•���� �‘�•�•�‘���� �®�Ÿ�N�¢�N�q�)�f�f�N�� �‘�•�‘�•�$���� �•�·�I�)�¢�ª�� �¢�)��-
ognize that thousands of Luxembourgers enrolled in the Netherlands’ mili-
tary during the colonization of Indonesia, formerly known as the Dutch East 
�S�q�"�N�)�ª�����������{�¢�"�N�q�B���·�{���·�I�)���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N�þ�q�ª�����{�ª�o�þ���þ�q�"���f�{�f�q���)�¢�B�)�¢�����N�q���·�I�)���ª�)���{�q�"���I�þ�f�A��
�{�A���·�I�)���•�˜�·�I�����)�q�·�¿�¢�â�����â�{�¿�q�B���h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�)�¢�ª

�«�ÿ�Ý���*�r�g�O�«�¸�O�r�C���O�r���¸�J�*���ÿ�£�p�ã���ÿ�«��� �ÿ�£�¸���|�B���¸�J�*�O�£���g�O�B�*�����ã���g�*�����«�*�£�Ü�O�r�C���O�r���¸�J�*���'�À�¸���J���/�ÿ�«�¸��
�S�r�#�O�*�«���B�|�£���ÿ���£�*�g�ÿ�¸�O�Ü�*�g�ã���«�J�|�£�¸��� �*�£�O�|�#�����*�B�|�£�*���£�*�¸�À�£�r�O�r�C���J�|�p�*���¸�|���«�¸�ÿ�£�¸���¸�J�*�O�£���|�Ý�r��
�B�ÿ�p�O�g�O�*�«�	���*�«�¸�ÿ���g�O�«�J���ÿ�����À�«�O�r�*�«�«�	���|�£���g�|�|�d���B�|�£��� �*�£�p�ÿ�r�*�r�¸���Ý�|�£�d����� ���|�«�p�ÿ���ÿ�r�#���f�|�g�r�+
���*�£�C�*�£���Ž�Œ�•�“�����‘�’�”�!

In fact, the presence of Luxembourg in Congo manifested itself via the 
�¢�)���¢�¿�N�·�o�)�q�·�� �{�A�� �â�{�¿�q�B�� �h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�)�¢�ª�� �þ�ª�� �þ�"�o�N�q�N�ª�·�¢�þ�·�N�Û�)�� ���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�� �ª�·�þ�ò�A�� �A�{�¢��
���)�f�B�N�¿�o���� ���N�ª�� �{�����¿�¢�¢�)�"�� �·�{�� �ª�¿���I�� �þ�q�� �)�á�·�)�q�·�� �·�I�þ�·���� �N�q�� �•�˜�‘�‘���� �h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�)�¢�ª��
gained the same status as Belgians in the colonies. It was declared by the 
Belgian colonial regime that those who aspired to work in the colony should 
have Belgian or Luxembourgish nationality (Mukuna 2020). 

�S�q�� �þ�"�"�N�·�N�{�q���� ���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�� �Ÿ�¢�{�Ÿ�þ�B�þ�q�"�þ�� �þ�q�"�� �f�{�����â�N�q�B�� �N�q�·�)�q�ª�N���)�"�� �N�q�� �h�¿�á�)�o-
bourg through local colonial associations, such as the CCL mentioned above. 
In collaboration with white Belgians, members of the CCL organized confer-
ences and campaigns at Luxembourgish schools to incentivize new gradu-
�þ�·�)�ª���·�{���Ÿ�¿�¢�ª�¿�)�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�����þ�¢�)�)�¢�ª���#�r�{�)�ª���‘�•�•�‘�����r�¿�c�¿�q�þ���‘�•�‘�•�$�����•�q�)���{���`�)���·�N�Û�)���Ü�þ�ª��
�·�{�� ���q�"�� �Ÿ�{�ª�·�ª�� �A�{�¢���·�I�)�� �ª�¿�¢�Ÿ�f�¿�ª���{�A���I�N�B�I�f�â���)�"�¿���þ�·�)�"�� �h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�)�¢�ª�� �Ü�N�·�I�N�q���·�I�)��

�¼�� ���6�h�À�â�*�p���|�À�£�C�8�«�����|�g�|�r�O�ÿ�g��� �ÿ�«�¸�7�	���r�ÿ�£���J���”�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�Ž��� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���p�r�J�ÿ���g�À���*�r���*�â�J�O���O�¸�O�|�r�«���g�À�â�*�p��
���|�À�£�C�«�+���|�g�|�r�O�ÿ�g�+� �ÿ�«�¸�!

https://www.mnha.lu/en/exhibitions/luxembourgs-colonial-past
https://www.mnha.lu/en/exhibitions/luxembourgs-colonial-past
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���)�f�B�N�þ�q���þ�"�o�N�q�N�ª�·�¢�þ�·�N�Û�)�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���ª�·�þ�ò�A���N�q��� �{�q�B�{�������¿�ª�����¢�)���¢�¿�N�·�o�)�q�·���{�A���h�¿�á�)�o-
���{�¿�¢�B�)�¢�ª�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �{�ü�·�)�q�� ���q�þ�q���)�"�� ���â�� �·�I�)�� �B�{�Û�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·���� ���)�� ���þ�ª�)�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �)�q�B�N�q�)�)�¢��
Nicolas Cito remains emblematic of the way in which the country has dealt 
with its colonial past. 

A noteworthy illustration of Congo’s presence in Luxembourg is embod-
ied in the person of Jacques Leurs; he was the son of a white Luxembourgish 
father, a colonel in the Belgian Congo who worked in the rubber industry 
�#���A���� �N�þ�¿�ª�)�o�)�¢�� �‘�•�•�—�$���� �þ�q�"�� �þ�� � �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)�� �o�{�·�I�)�¢�� �q�þ�o�)�"�� �¼���I�þ�¿�ª�ª�N���� �S�q�� �•�˜�•�‘���� �I�)��
���)���þ�o�)���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�)�¢���{�A�����A�¢�N���þ�q���"�)�ª���)�q�·���Ü�I�)�q���I�)���Ü�þ�ª�����¢�{�¿�B�I�·���·�{��
the country at the age of two to be educated and live with his grandparents. 
���)�� ���f�o�o�þ�c�)�¢�� �þ�q�"�� �Ü�¢�N�·�)�¢�� �F�¢���q�ì�� �N�þ�¿�ª�)�o�)�¢�� �I�N�B�I�f�N�B�I�·�ª�� �·�I�þ�·�� �·�I�)�� �o�{�Û�)���� �9���{�q-
stitutes a return of colonies never before experienced by the inhabitants of 
�·�I�N�ª�����{�¿�q�·�¢�â���Ü�N�·�I�{�¿�·�����{�f�{�q�N�)�ª���!�N���)�������h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�"�:���#�‘�•�•�—�����”�•�$�����S�q���I�N�ª���‘�•�•�–���"�{��-
�¿�o�)�q�·�þ�¢�â�����f�o���)�q�·�N�·�f�)�"���®���I�Ü�þ�þ�¢�ì�)���r�þ�q�q�����Ã�q���q�{�N�¢���Ÿ�þ�¢�o�N nous (A Black among 
Us), Hausemer recounts Jacques’ experiences as an Afro-Luxembourger. It 
�N�ª�� ���þ�ª�)�"�� �{�q�� �N�q�·�)�¢�Û�N�)�Ü�ª�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �d�þ���¡�¿�)�ª�<�� �Ü�N�"�{�Ü���� �h�*�{�q�N�� �h�)�¿�¢�ª���� �þ�� �Ü�I�N�·�)�� �h�¿�á�)�o-
bourgish woman, who describes the various racist challenges they faced as 
�þ���N�q�·�)�¢�¢�þ���N�þ�f�����{�¿�Ÿ�f�)�����������{�¢�"�N�q�B���·�{���N�þ�¿�ª�)�o�)�¢���#�N���N�"���$�����h�*�{�q�N���h�)�¿�¢�ª���I�N�B�I�f�N�B�I�·�)�"��
that the reason why she did not have a child with her husband was because 
�9�I�)���Ü�{�¿�f�"���q�{�·���I�þ�Û�)���·�{�f�)�¢�þ�·�)�"���ª�{�o�)�{�q�)���ª���¢�)�þ�o�N�q�B���þ�·���I�N�ª���ª�{�q���N�q���·�I�)���ª�·�¢�)�)�·�����N�)�¢�)��
comes the N-word.”�¢ 

���ü�·�)�¢���I�N�ª���B�¢�þ�"�¿�þ�·�N�{�q�����d�þ���¡�¿�)�ª���h�)�¿�¢�ª�����)���þ�o�)���þ���Ü�)�f�f�.�c�q�{�Ü�q�����B�¿�¢�)���N�q���·�I�)��
�¢�þ�N�f�Ü�þ�â���N�q�"�¿�ª�·�¢�â���"�)�ª�Ÿ�N�·�)���I�N�ª���)�á�{�·�N���N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�����à�I�)�q���à�{�¢�f�"���à�þ�¢���¼�Ü�{���)�q�"�)�"�����I�)��
���)���þ�o�)�����¢�ª�·���ª�)���¢�)�·�þ�¢�â���{�A���·�I�)�����{�þ�¢�"���{�A���"�N�¢�)���·�{�¢�ª���{�A���·�I�)���h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B���¦�þ�N�f�Ü�þ�â�ª��
and was active in the national association and in the International Confeder-
�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A���F�¢�)�)���¼�¢�þ�"�)���Ã�q�N�{�q�ª�����N�)���þ�f�ª�{���Ÿ�þ�¢�·�N���N�Ÿ�þ�·�)�"���N�q���Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���ª���þ�q�"���ª�{���N�þ�f���þ���·�N�Û-
ism in the Grand Duchy at that time. His biography and social status remind 
us of his German contemporary Martin Dibobe (see Chapter 1). Despite all of 
�I�N�ª�����{�q�·�¢�N���¿�·�N�{�q�ª�����I�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢�����·�I�)�¢�)���I�þ�ª�����)�)�q���q�{���{�ò�����N�þ�f���)�ò�A�{�¢�·���·�{���I�{�q�{�¢���h�)�¿�¢�ª�<��
life with a plaque or a street name in Luxembourg’s public space. Beyond a 
tendency to romanticize his life, the documentary portrays Jacques Leurs’ 
���I�þ�f�f�)�q�B�N�q�B���)�á�N�ª�·�)�q���)���þ�ª���9�·�I�)�����¢�ª�·�����f�þ���c���Ÿ�)�¢�ª�{�q���N�q���h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B���:���Ü�I�N���I���Ü�þ�ª��
���{�o�Ÿ�f�N���þ�·�)�"�� �)�Û�)�q�� �A�¿�¢�·�I�)�¢�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �·�I�)�� �t�þ�ì�N�� �{�����¿�Ÿ�þ�·�N�{�q�� �N�q�� �•�˜�“�•���� �N�)�� �Ü�þ�ª�� ���¢�)�"��
from his job at the railway company and had to resist the additional societal 
�þ�q�"���Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���þ�f���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�ª�¿�¢�)���·�{�����¢�)�þ�c���¿�Ÿ���Ü�N�·�I���h�*�{�q�N���h�)�¿�¢�ª���·�I�þ�·���Ü�þ�ª���)�q�A�{�¢���)�"�����â���·�I�)��

�½�� ���¼�£�ÿ�r�«�g�ÿ�¸�*�#�����ã���¸�J�*���ÿ�À�¸�J�|�£�«�����S�r���¸�J�*���|�£�O�C�O�r�ÿ�g�����6�'�|���d�6�r�r�¸���#�*�r���t�����7��
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racial laws introduced by the National Socialists in Luxembourg that same 
�â�)�þ�¢�� �#�N�þ�¿�ª�)�o�)�¢�� �‘�•�•�—�$���� ���)�� �ª�·�¢�¿�B�B�f�)�ª�� �h�)�¿�¢�ª�� �A�þ���)�"�� �"�¿�)�� �·�{�� �I�N�ª�� ���f�þ���c�q�)�ª�ª�� �ª�·�N�f�f��
�)�á�N�ª�·���·�{�"�þ�â�����þ�f���)�N�·���¿�q�"�)�¢���þ���"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·���B�¿�N�ª�)����

It is important to note that countries such as Luxembourg, much like 
Norway (Chapter 5), and Poland (Chapter 8), are not deemed colonial powers; 
�N�q�"�)�)�"�����·�I�)�â���"�N�"���q�{�·���{�ò�����N�þ�f�f�â���Ÿ�{�ª�ª�)�ª�ª�����{�f�{�q�N�)�ª�������¿�ª�����·�I�)�â���"�)���q�)���þ�q�"�����¢�þ�q�"��
themselves as “colonial outsiders” (Purtschert, Falk, and Lüthi 2016). How-
ever, it is too narrow to understand colonialism as mainly a chronological 
or geographical marker. As Rizvi, Lingard, and Lavia (2006) put it, such an 
understanding is deeply problematic, as colonialism works transversally in 
�·�N�o�)���þ�q�"���ª�Ÿ�þ���)�����®�·�{�f�)�¢���#�‘�•�•�•�����N�á�$���¢�)�o�N�q�"�ª���¿�ª���·�I�þ�·���·�I�)�¢�)���N�ª���þ���q�)�)�"���·�{���·�þ���c�f�)���9�·�I�)��
�·�)�o�Ÿ�{�¢�þ�f�� �þ�q�"�� �þ�ò�A�)���·�N�Û�)�� �ª�Ÿ�þ���)�� �N�q�� �Ü�I�N���I�� ���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�� �N�q�)�¡�¿�N�·�N�)�ª�� �)�q�"�¿�¢�)�� �þ�q�"�� �·�I�)��
�A�{�¢�o�ª�� �N�q�� �Ü�I�N���I�� �·�I�)�â�� �"�{�� �ª�{���:�� ���N�ª�� �Û�N�)�Ü�� �Ÿ�{�N�q�·�ª�� �·�{�� �¢�¿�Ÿ�·�¿�¢�)�ª�� �þ�q�"�� ���{�q�·�N�q�¿�N�·�N�)�ª��
in the “colonial presence,” which manifests in persistent racial inequities, 
immigration, and language regimes, to mention just a few.

���)�¢�)�� �N�ª�� �þ�� �q�)�)�"�� �·�{�� �o�{�Û�)�� ���)�â�{�q�"�� �¢�)�"�¿���·�N�Û�)�� �q�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f�� �Ÿ�)�¢�ª�Ÿ�)���·�N�Û�)�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �·�{��
focus on colonial endeavors and practices across nation states and societ-
ies, whether or not they were deemed former colonizers. Several postco-
lonial and decolonial scholars and theorists have posited the continuity of 
���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���I�)�B�)�o�{�q�â�����9�f�{�q�B���þ�ü�·�)�¢���·�I�)���"�)�Ÿ�þ�¢�·�¿�¢�)���þ�q�"���)�q�"���{�A���{�ò�����N�þ�f�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�N�ª�o�:��
�#�"�)�� �®�{�¿�ì�þ�� �‘�•�•�–���� �•�—�˜�$���� ���¿�ª���� �{�q�)�� �ª�I�{�¿�f�"�� �þ�f�ª�{�� �þ���c�q�{�Ü�f�)�"�B�)�� �·�I�þ�·�� ���{�f�{�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q��
created knowledge and representation systems that became the basis of 
�/�¿�¢�{���)�q�·�¢�N���N�·�â���Ü�N�·�I���Ü�I�N���I���·�I�)���Ü�{�¢�f�"���Ü�þ�ª���"�)���q�)�"�����S�q���·�I�N�ª���ª�)�q�ª�)�������{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�N�ª�o��
constantly involved the attempt to impose culture and customs onto �•�·�I�)�¢�ª, 
whether as a result of a belief in the racial and/or cultural superiority of the 
colonizing power; due to an evangelical desire to spread particular religions 
or cultural practices; or as a mechanism for establishing and consolidating 
�Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���þ�f�����{�q�·�¢�{�f���þ�ª���þ�����{�¢�)���A�)�þ�·�¿�¢�)���{�A���{�¿�¢�����¿�¢�¢�)�q�·���B�f�{���þ�f���f�þ�q�"�ª���þ�Ÿ�)���#���¿�·�·���‘�•�•�’����
�—�˜�‘�$����

���)�� �f�N�Û�)�"�� �)�á�Ÿ�)�¢�N�)�q���)�ª�� �{�A�� ���f�þ���c�� �Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�� �þ���¢�{�ª�ª�� �ª�)�Û�)�¢�þ�f�� �f�N�A�)���"�{�o�þ�N�q�ª��
(work, education, politics, etc.) have proven that colonial legacies are pres-
ent and longstanding, not only in presumed “classic” colonial metropoles 
�þ�q�"�����{�f�{�q�N�)�ª���ª�¿���I���þ�ª���F�¢�þ�q���)�����£�{�¢�·�¿�B�þ�f�����þ�q�"���·�I�)���Ã�f���þ�q�"���·�I�)�N�¢���A�{�¢�o�)�¢�����{�f�{�q�N�)�ª��
in Africa, Asia, and the Americas, but also in those countries that self-pro-
claim and position themselves at the “colonial margins” (Purtschert and 
�F�N�ª���I�)�¢�.�¼�N�q�*���‘�•�•�”�$�����®�·�¿�"�â�N�q�B���·�I�N�ª���Ü�N�f�f�����þ�ª�·���þ���f�N�B�I�·���{�q���9�I�{�Ü�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�����{�"�N�)�ª���{�A��
knowledge and practices have been borrowed, remoulded and disseminated 
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�Ü�N�·�I�N�q���·�I�)���ª���N�)�q�·�N���������{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�N�)�ª�����)�Û�)�¢�â�"�þ�â�����¿�f�·�¿�¢�)�ª���þ�q�"���Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���þ�f���þ�¢�)�q�þ�ª���{�A��
�·�I�)�ª�)���ª�·�þ�·�)�ª�:���#�N���N�"�������–�$�������f�f���·�I�)�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���{�¿�·�ª�N�"�)�¢�ª���þ�q�"���·�I�)�N�¢�����N�·�N�)�ª���·�I�þ�·���Ü�)�¢�)���q�{�·��
���{�q�ª�N�"�)�¢�)�"�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���o�)�·�¢�{�Ÿ�{�f�)�ª�����)�q�)���·�)�"���#�þ�q�"���ª�·�N�f�f�����)�q�)���·�$���)���{�q�{�o�N���þ�f�f�â���þ�q�"��
politically from their entanglements with the more obvious colonial Euro-
�Ÿ�)�þ�q���Ÿ�{�Ü�)�¢�ª�������N�ª���Ü�þ�ª���o�þ�q�N�A�)�ª�·�)�"���·�I�¢�{�¿�B�I���o�N�f�N�·�þ�¢�â���þ�q�"���o�N�ª�ª�N�{�q�þ�¢�â���N�q�Û�{�f�Û�)-
ments, trade, and the lobbying for colonial associations and careers, as in the 
case of Luxembourg. 

Luxembourg has long been “marked by the scarcity of critical knowledge 
of colonialism as well as of acts of resistance against the persistence of colo-
�q�N�þ�f���Ÿ�¢�þ���·�N���)�ª���N�q���Ÿ�{�ª�·���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���·�N�o�)�ª�:���#�£�¿�¢�·�ª���I�)�¢�·���þ�q�"���F�N�ª���I�)�¢�.�¼�N�q�*���‘�•�•�”�����“�$�������ª��
elsewhere, the BLM movement and the assassination of George Floyd have 
contributed to opening up more nuanced debates concerning racial inequal-
�N�·�N�)�ª�����¼�{�B�)�·�I�)�¢�����h�5�·�ì���¦�N�ª�)���Ã�Ÿ�����F�N�q�c�þ�Ÿ�*�����þ�q�"���¦�N���I�·�¿�q�B�‘�‘���I�þ�Û�)�����)�)�q���þ�·���·�I�)���A�{�¢�)-
front of uncovering Luxembourg’s colonial past and spurring dialogue about 
�N�·�����¼�{���þ���f�þ�¢�B�)���)�á�·�)�q�·�����·�I�)�ª�)���"�)���þ�·�)�ª�����{�q�ª�N�ª�·���{�A���þ���¢�)�.�)�Û�þ�f�¿�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A���o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·�ª��
in public spaces designed to awaken today’s society to the longstanding neg-
�þ�·�N�Û�)���)�ò�A�)���·�ª���{�A�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�N�ª�o���þ�q�"���I�{�Ü���N�·���N�ª���o�þ�q�N�A�)�ª�·�)�"���þ�q�"���)�o���{�"�N�)�"���N�q���·�I�)�ª�)��
�o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·�ª���� ���N�ª�� �N�ª�� �Ÿ�þ�¢�þ�o�{�¿�q�·�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� ���{�q�ª�·�¢�¿���·�N�{�q�� �{�A�� �þ�� ���)�·�·�)�¢�� �þ�q�"���A�þ�N�¢�)�¢��
�ª�{���N�)�·�â�������¿�ª�����·�I�)�ª�)���þ�ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�����þ�q�����)�����{�q�ª�N�"�)�¢�)�"�����þ�·�þ�f�â�ª�·�ª���·�I�þ�·���¢�)�Û�)�þ�f���h�¿�á-
embourg’s past and its contemporary forms of discrimination and inequality. 

Cultural Associations with African Imprints

During the early 20th century, the presence of Luxembourgers in Congo did 
not trigger the mass immigration to Luxembourg of Congolese people, nor of 
�þ�q�â���{�·�I�)�¢�����A�¢�N���þ�q�ª�����þ�ª���Ü�þ�ª���¿�ª�¿�þ�f�f�â���·�I�)�����þ�ª�)���Ü�N�·�I���{�·�I�)�¢�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�����{�¿�q�·�¢�N�)�ª�������)��
�N�o�o�N�B�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A���S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q�ª���ª�Ü�)�f�f�)�"���N�q���·�I�)���•�˜�·�I�����)�q�·�¿�¢�â���·�{���ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·���h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�<�ª��
�N�¢�{�q���þ�q�"���ª�·�)�)�f���N�q�"�¿�ª�·�¢�N�)�ª�������ü�·�)�¢���N�·���I�þ�"�����)�B�¿�q���·�{���"�)���f�N�q�)���"�¿�)���·�{���S�·�þ�f�â�<�ª���)���{�q�{�o�N����
growth, guest worker agreements between Portugal and Luxembourg were 
�¢�)�Û�N�ª�)�"���� �N�q�·�)�q�"�N�q�B�� �·�{�� �ª�·�{�Ÿ�� � �þ�Ÿ�)�� �ß�)�¢�"�)�þ�q�ª�� ���{�o�N�q�B�� �·�{�� �h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�� �·�I�¢�{�¿�B�I��
�£�{�¢�·�¿�B�þ�f�� �#�h�þ�Ÿ�f�þ�q���I�)�� �þ�q�"�� �ß�þ�q�"�)�¢�c�þ�o�� �•�˜�˜�•���� �d�þ���{���ª���� �r�þ�q���{���� �þ�q�"���r�)�¢�·�ì�� �‘�•�•�–����
�¼�þ�Û�þ�¢�)�ª���‘�•�•�—�$�����N�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢�����N�·���N�ª���Ü�{�¢�·�I���q�{�·�N�q�B���·�I�þ�·�����Ü�I�)�q��� �þ�Ÿ�)���ß�)�¢�"�)�þ�q�ª���ª�·�þ�¢�·�)�"��
�·�{�����{�o�)���·�{���h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B���N�q���·�I�)���•�˜�•�•�ª�����·�I�)�â���I�)�f�"���£�{�¢�·�¿�B�¿�)�ª�)�����N�·�N�ì�)�q�ª�I�N�Ÿ�����)�A�{�¢�)��
� �þ�Ÿ�)���ß�)�¢�"�)�����)���þ�o�)���N�q�"�)�Ÿ�)�q�"�)�q�·���A�¢�{�o���£�{�¢�·�¿�B�þ�f���N�q���•�˜�–�”�������þ���c���·�I�)�q�����·�I�)���¢�þ���)��
���þ�·�)�B�{�¢�â���Ü�þ�ª���{�ò�����N�þ�f�f�â���þ�q�"���)�á�Ÿ�f�N���N�·�f�â���¿�ª�)�"���·�{���ª�·�{�Ÿ���·�I�)�o���)�q�·�)�¢�N�q�B���·�I�)���G�¢�þ�q�"��
�'�¿���I�â���#�h�þ�Ÿ�f�þ�q���I�)���þ�q�"���ß�þ�q�"�)�¢�c�þ�o���•�˜�˜�•�����d�þ���{���ª�����r�þ�q���{�����þ�q�"���r�)�¢�·�ì���‘�•�•�–�$��
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���)�ª�)���þ�B�¢�)�)�o�)�q�·�ª���ª�·�N�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�·�)�"���·�I�þ�·���{�q�f�â���9�Ÿ�{�¢�·�¿�B�þ�N�ª���"�)���ª�{�¿���I�)” (white/Euro-
pean Portuguese) would be allowed to enter the country (Laplanche and 
�ß�þ�q�"�)�¢�c�þ�o���•�˜�˜�•�����’�—�����d�þ���{���ª�����r�þ�q���{�����þ�q�"���r�)�¢�·�ì���‘�•�•�–�����•�’�$�������·���·�I�þ�·���Ÿ�{�N�q�·���N�·���Ü�þ�ª��
made explicit that a person’s race and ethnicity were the leading criteria for 
�)�q�·�)�¢�N�q�B�� �{�¢�� ���)�N�q�B�� �"�)�q�N�)�"�� �þ�����)�ª�ª�� �·�{�� �·�I�)�� �ª�·�þ�·�)���� ���ü�·�)�¢�� �·�I�þ�·���� �N�A�� � �þ�Ÿ�)�� �ß�)�¢�"�)�þ�q�ª��
�"�N�"���)�q�·�)�¢���h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�����N�·���Ü�þ�ª���{�q�f�â���Û�N�þ���A�þ�o�N�f�â���¢�)�¿�q�N�����þ�·�N�{�q���Ÿ�¢�{���)�ª�ª�)�ª���{�¢�����â��
���¢�{�ª�ª�N�q�B���·�I�)�����{�¢�"�)�¢�ª���ª�)���¢�)�·�f�â�����¼�{�"�þ�â����� �þ�Ÿ�)���ß�)�¢�"�)�þ�q�ª���A�{�¢�o���·�I�)���f�þ�¢�B�)�ª�·�����A�¢�N���þ�q��
group in the country (Statec 2020). However, they are constantly received 
with displeasure, as the government and society have exhibited racist ide-
�{�f�{�B�N�)�ª���·�I�þ�·�����·�{���þ�����)�¢�·�þ�N�q���)�á�·�)�q�·�����I�þ�Û�)���N�q�ô �f�¿�)�q���)�"���h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�<�ª���Ÿ�)�¢���)�Ÿ�·�N�{�q��
�·�{�Ü�þ�¢�"��� �þ�Ÿ�)���ß�)�¢�"�)�þ�q�ª�����¢�)�ô �f�)���·�N�q�B���þ�q���N���{�q�N�����¢�)�ª�{�q�þ�q���)���{�A�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���N�o�Ÿ�¢�N�q�·�ª����

In line with the BBE study, the social worker Mirlene Monteiro, a Lux-
�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�)�¢�� �{�A�� � �þ�Ÿ�)�� �ß�)�¢�"�)�þ�q�� �{�¢�N�B�N�q�� �þ�q�"�� �þ�� �o�)�o���)�¢�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �þ�q�·�N�¢�þ���N�ª�o�� �þ�ª�ª�{-
���N�þ�·�N�{�q�� �F�N�q�c�þ�Ÿ�*���� �Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�)�"�� �·�I�)�� �¢�)�ª�¿�f�·�ª�� �{�A�� �I�)�¢�� �ª�·�¿�"�â�� �{�A�� �ª�)���{�q�"�.�B�)�q�)�¢�þ�·�N�{�q��
� �þ�Ÿ�)�� �ß�)�¢�"�)�þ�q�ª�� �N�q�� �h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B���� �������{�¢�"�N�q�B�� �·�{�� �I�)�¢�� �¢�)�ª�)�þ�¢���I���� � �þ�Ÿ�)�� �ß�)�¢�"�)�þ�q��
descendants consider themselves Luxembourgers, despite having to deal 
with their sense of belonging being questioned by those who consider them-
�ª�)�f�Û�)�ª�� �9�¢�)�þ�f�:�� �h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�)�¢�ª���� �à�I�N�f�)�� �·�¢�â�N�q�B�� �·�{�� �"�{�Ü�q�Ÿ�f�þ�â�� �·�I�)�� �¢�)�ª�¿�f�·�ª���{�A�� �·�I�)��
BBE study, the Luxembourgish Minister of Family and Integration, Corinne 
Cahen, pointed out in a debate that she was shocked by Monteiro’s results, 
which prove the existence of racism in the Grand Duchy, and invoked her 
personal experiences of discrimination based on her Jewish background. 
Another young Luxembourger of African descent, who has experienced rac-
ism both at school and at work, said that she was also shocked by the min-
ister’s feigned ignorance of the longstanding issue of racism in the Grand 
Duchy.�š�™

�à�N�·�I���·�I�)���)�á���)�Ÿ�·�N�{�q���{�A��� �þ�Ÿ�)���ß�)�¢�"�)�þ�q���N�o�o�N�B�¢�þ�·�N�{�q�����f�N�·�·�f�)���N�ª���c�q�{�Ü�q���þ���{�¿�·��
���A�¢�N���þ�q�ª���N�q���·�I�)�����{�¿�q�·�¢�â�������)�¢�)���N�ª���q�{���ª�·�¿�"�â���"�)�Û�{�·�)�"���·�{���¿�q�"�)�¢�ª�·�þ�q�"�N�q�B���N�o�o�N-
�B�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���A�¢�{�o���o�þ�N�q�f�þ�q�"�����A�¢�N���þ���·�{���·�I�)���G�¢�þ�q�"���'�¿���I�â�����"�)�ª�Ÿ�N�·�)���·�I�)���ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q�·��
presence of Black people in its urban landscapes. Black Luxembourgers 
are quite noticeable thanks to their entrepreneurial spaces, such as small 
�B�¢�{���)�¢�â���ª�·�{�¢�)�ª�����¢�)�ª�·�þ�¿�¢�þ�q�·�ª�����þ�q�"���I�þ�N�¢���ª�þ�f�{�q�ª���#�¼�þ�Û�þ�¢�)�ª���‘�•�•�—�����•�—�’�$�����þ�q�"���þ�ª�ª�{���N-
�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�����þ�ª���Ü�)�f�f���þ�ª���N�q���Ÿ�¿���f�N�����ª�Ÿ�þ���)�ª�����S�q���‘�•�•�˜�����{�ò �����N�þ�f���ª�·�þ�·�N�ª�·�N���ª�����{�¿�q�·�)�"���•�•���“�•�•��
African residents in the Grand Duchy (Statec 2020); this number is mis-

�µ�´�� ���F�|�£�� �p�|�£�*�� �O�r�B�|�£�p�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�� �|�r�� �¸�J�O�«�� �#�*���ÿ�¸�*�	�� �«�*�*���J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���ã�|�À�¸�À���*�����|�p���Ý�ÿ�¸���J���Ü�p�ð�J�Ž�”�Ž�C�S��
�ÿ�”�Ý�Ý

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zh282gIa8ww
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zh282gIa8ww


Chapter 4. Black Luxembourg107

leading, however, because dual citizenship, which many PAD hold, was not 
taken into account. In fact, if we included those with dual citizenship, the 
�q�¿�o���)�¢�� �{�A�� � �þ�Ÿ�)�� �ß�)�¢�"�)�þ�q�ª�� �þ�f�{�q�)�� �Ü�{�¿�f�"�� ���)�� �þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�¢�{�á�N�o�þ�·�)�f�â�� �·�I�)�� �ª�þ�o�)�� �þ�ª�� �·�I�)��
�q�¿�o���)�¢���{�A���þ�f�f�����A�¢�N���þ�q�ª���¢�)���{�¢�"�)�"���N�q���·�I�)���{�ò �����N�þ�f���ª�·�þ�·�N�ª�·�N���ª���#���A�����d�þ���{���ª�����r�þ�q���{����
�þ�q�"�� �r�)�¢�·�ì�� �‘�•�•�–���� �¼�þ�Û�þ�¢�)�ª�� �‘�•�•�—�$���� �G�N�Û�)�q�� �·�I�)�ª�)�� ���B�¿�¢�)�ª���� �N�·�� �N�ª�� �q�{�� �ª�¿�¢�Ÿ�¢�N�ª�)�� �·�I�þ�·��
� �þ�Ÿ�)�� �ß�)�¢�"�)�� �N�ª�� �·�I�)�� �{�q�f�â�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�� �q�þ�·�N�{�q�� �¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�)�"�� ���â�� �þ�q�� �)�o���þ�ª�ª�â�� �N�q�� �·�I�)��
Grand Duchy.

Nonetheless, there has been a proliferation of cultural associations with 
African imprints in Luxembourg. Currently, there are more than 50 that 
deal with the most pressing concerns of their community members, such as 
�þ�����{�o�o�{�"�þ�·�N�{�q�����¿�q�)�o�Ÿ�f�{�â�o�)�q�·�����þ�q�"���{�ò�����N�þ�f���Ÿ�þ�Ÿ�)�¢�Ü�{�¢�c���#�G�)�¢�ª�·�q�)�¢�{�Û�þ���‘�•�•�•����
�–�������A�����¼�þ�Û�þ�¢�)�ª���‘�•�•�—�$�����•�ü�·�)�q�����·�I�)�ª�)���þ�ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���þ�¢�)���¿�ª�)�"���þ�ª���þ���B�þ�·�)�Ü�þ�â���·�{���B�)�·�����â��
and embrace the discursive tropes of “integration.” However, until recently, 
the ways in which the associations can operate to solve their members’ exis-
tential socioeconomic problems to a large extent have been at the intersec-
�·�N�{�q�� �{�A�� �)�á�{�·�N���N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�� �þ�q�"�� ���{�o�o�{�"�N�����þ�·�N�{�q�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�N�¢�� ���¿�f�·�¿�¢�)�ª�� �+�� �A�{�¢�� �)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)����
during the annual Festival des Migrations. 

���N�ª�� �)�Û�)�q�·���� �Ü�I�N���I�� ���)�B�þ�q�� �N�q�� �•�˜�—�’���� �N�ª�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�"�� ���â�� �·�I�)�� � �{�o�N�·�*�� �"�)�� �h�N�þ�N�ª�{�q��
�"�)�ª�� ���ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�� �"�<�0�·�¢�þ�q�B�)�¢�ª�� �#� �h���/�$���š�š Associations connected to Africa, 
South America, Asia, and Eastern Europe, as well as to Portugal, are prom-
inent during the festival. Most of the organizations involved are of African 
descent, while associations representing the USA, France, Italy, Germany, 
�þ�q�"�����)�f�B�N�¿�o���þ�¢�)���I�þ�¢�"�f�â���ª�)�)�q�������N�ª���N�ª���þ�q���N�q�·�)�¢�)�ª�·�N�q�B�����{�q�·�¢�þ�ª�·�����ª�N�q���)���·�I�)���f�þ�·�·�)�¢��
four countries represent the largest groups of immigrants in Luxembourg 
�þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �·�I�)�� �£�{�¢�·�¿�B�¿�)�ª�)���� ���N�ª�� �Ÿ�þ�¢�þ�"�{�á�N���þ�f�� �N�q�ª�N�B�I�·�� �I�)�f�Ÿ�ª�� �¿�ª�� ���)�·�·�)�¢�� �¿�q�"�)�¢�ª�·�þ�q�"��
�Ü�I�{���N�ª���Ÿ�)�¢���)�N�Û�)�"���þ�ª���þ���9�o�N�B�¢�þ�q�·�:���þ�q�"���Ü�I�{���N�ª���q�{�·�������)���A�)�ª�·�N�Û�þ�f�����¢�þ�q�"�ª���·�I�)���I�{�ª�·��
country as multicultural, multilingual, and inclusive, although there are 
persistent unequal policies preventing social mobility for residents born or 
�Ü�N�·�I�� �I�)�¢�N�·�þ�B�)�� �A�¢�{�o�� �{�¿�·�ª�N�"�)�� �·�I�)�� ���{�¿�q�·�¢�â���� �A�{�¢�� �)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)���� �ª�)�Û�)�¢�þ�f���B�{�Û�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·��
jobs (which are more prestigious and better paid) are limited to European 
citizens (Gerstnerova 2016).

�µ�µ�� ��� �h���/�� �Ý�ÿ�«�� �B�À�r�#�*�#�� ���ã�� �¸�J�*�� �r�O�r�O�«�¸�£�ã�� �|�B�� �F�ÿ�p�O�g�ã�� �ÿ�r�#�� �S�r�¸�*�C�£�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�� �O�r�� �•�•�”�‘���� �S�¸�� �O�«�� �ÿ�r�� �ÿ�«�«�|���O�ÿ�¸�O�|�r��
�¸�J�ÿ�¸�����ÿ�p� �ÿ�O�C�r�«���B�|�£�����O�¸�O�í�*�r�«�J�O� ���£�O�C�J�¸�«���|�B���£�*�«�O�#�*�r���*�	���B�|�£���¸�J�*���£�*���|�C�r�O�¸�O�|�r���ÿ�r�#���*�r�J�ÿ�r���*�p�*�r�¸��
�|�B�����À�g�¸�À�£�*�«���£�*�«�À�g�¸�O�r�C���B�£�|�p���O�p�p�O�C�£�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�	���ÿ�r�#���B�|�£���ÿ�r���|� �*�r���ÿ�r�#���À�r�O�¸�*�#���O�p�p�O�C�£�ÿ�¸�O�|�r��� �|�g�O���ã���O�r��
�h�À�â�*�p���|�À�£�C���ÿ�r�#���O�r���/�À�£�|� �*�����J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý�����g�ÿ�*���g�À�� 
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Beyond Statec’s numbers, however, information concerning Black Lux-
�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�)�¢�ª���N�ª���f�N�o�N�·�)�"�������)���f�N�·�·�f�)���·�I�)�¢�)���N�ª���ª�·�)�o�ª���A�¢�{�o���q�)�Ü�ª�Ÿ�þ�Ÿ�)�¢���þ�¢�·�N���f�)�ª�����{�Û-
ering issues relating to the “cooperation for development” that has existed 
���)�·�Ü�)�)�q�� � �þ�Ÿ�)�� �ß�)�¢�"�)�� �þ�q�"�� �h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�� �ª�N�q���)�� �·�I�)�� �•�˜�˜�•�ª�� �#���A���� �¼�þ�Û�þ�¢�)�ª�� �‘�•�•�—�$����
Negative stereotypes of PAD, drug dealing, refugee crises, and deportation, 
for instance – are common in these reports, suggesting that there is still a 
pejorative image of Black people in the country. Academically, the experi-
ence of Africans in Luxembourg has remained uncharted terrain, despite 
�f�{�q�B�ª�·�þ�q�"�N�q�B���)�á�Ÿ�)�¢�N�)�q���)�ª���{�A���¢�þ���N�ª�o���þ�q�"���N�q�)�¡�¿�þ�f�N�·�N�)�ª���þ�ò�A�)���·�N�q�B���o�{�ª�·�f�â�����f�þ���c��
people in the Grand Duchy. Indeed, the BBL conference debate has further 
catalyzed nuanced public discussions about the country’s links to colonial-
ism. In its wake, several other debates and conferences in diverse sectors of 
�ª�{���N�)�·�â���A�{�f�f�{�Ü�)�"�����{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�"�����â���h�5�·�ì���¦�N�ª�)���Ã�Ÿ���þ�q�"���F�N�q�c�þ�Ÿ�*����

�F�N�q�c�þ�Ÿ�*�� �ª�·�þ�¢�·�)�"�� �þ�ª�� �þ�q�� �N�q�A�{�¢�o�þ�f�� �Ÿ�f�þ�·�A�{�¢�o�� �N�q�� �‘�•�•�˜�� �þ�q�"�� ���)���þ�o�)�� �þ�� �q�{�q�.
�Ÿ�¢�{���·���þ�ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q�����)�A�{�¢�)�����h�r���ª�Ÿ�¿�¢�¢�)�"�����þ�f�f�ª���·�{���þ���·�N�{�q���N�q���‘�•�‘�•�����h�N�·�)�¢�þ�f�f�â�����·�I�)��
�q�þ�o�)�� �F�N�q�c�þ�Ÿ�*�� �o�)�þ�q�ª�� �9�ª�·�N���c�� �A�{�{�·�� �·�N�B�I�·�:�� �N�q�� � �þ�Ÿ�)�� �ß�)�¢�"�)�þ�q�� � �¢�)�{�f�)���� �N�·�� ���þ�q�� ���)��
loosely translated in English as “grit one’s teeth” – the act of summoning up 
�{�q�)�<�ª���ª�·�¢�)�q�B�·�I���·�{���A�þ���)���¿�q�Ÿ�f�)�þ�ª�þ�q�·�q�)�ª�ª���{�¢���{�Û�)�¢���{�o�)���þ���"�N�ò�����¿�f�·�â�������ª���Ü�¢�N�·�·�)�q��
on its website, the name suggests the determination to struggle for a bet-
�·�)�¢���f�N�A�)�������)���{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q���Ü�þ�ª�����¢�)�þ�·�)�"���·�{���·�þ���c�f�)���¢�þ���N�ª�o���þ�q�"���{�·�I�)�¢���A�{�¢�o�ª���{�A��
�"�N�ª���¢�N�o�N�q�þ�·�N�{�q���þ�q�"���N�q�)�¡�¿�þ�f�N�·�â���£���'���ª�¿�ò�A�)�¢�����®�N�q���)���N�·�ª���N�q���)�Ÿ�·�N�{�q�����N�·���I�þ�ª�����)�)�q��
active in denouncing the racism that members have experienced in their 
interactions, from school to work.�š�›�� �S�q�� �þ�q�� �N�q�·�)�¢�Û�N�)�Ü���� �F�N�q�c�þ�Ÿ�*�<�ª�� �Ÿ�¢�)�ª�N�"�)�q�·��
Antónia Ganeto stressed its engagement in tackling four intersecting axes 
�{�A�� �ª�·�¢�¿���·�¿�¢�þ�f�� �¢�þ���N�ª�o�� �·�I�þ�·�� �þ�ò �A�)���·�� ���f�þ���c�� �Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���� �9�)�"�¿���þ�·�N�{�q���� �Ü�{�¢�c���� �I�{�¿�ª�N�q�B��
and gender”. �š�œ���S�q���·�)�¢�o�ª���{�A���N�·�ª���N�"�)�{�f�{�B�N���þ�f�����þ���c�B�¢�{�¿�q�"�����ª�I�)���"�)���q�)�"���F�N�q�c�þ�Ÿ�*��
as an antiracist, Afro-feminist, and decolonial association, committed to 
opening spaces of visibility, raising awareness, and bringing a critical point 
of view to challenges and pejorative ideas related to the Black population. 
���f�·�I�{�¿�B�I���Û�)�¢�â���q�)�Ü�����F�N�q�c�þ�Ÿ�*���I�þ�ª���{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�"���ª�)�Û�)�¢�þ�f���þ���·�N�Û�N�·�N�)�ª���+�����{�q�A�)�¢�)�q���)��
debates, training, and strikes – in collaboration with other institutional 
actors from the government and civil society, including Mirlene Monteiro. 

�µ�¶�� ���6�F�O�r�d�ÿ� �+���� �h�*�� �£�+�«�*�ÿ�À�� ���B�£�|�#�*�«���*�r�#�ÿ�r�¸�� �h�À�â�*�p���|�À�£�C�� �Ü�|�À�«�� �«�|�À�J�ÿ�O�¸�*�� �g�ÿ�� ���O�*�r�Ü�*�r�À�*���� � �J�¸�¸� �«������
�Ý�Ý�Ý���ÿ�r�d�ÿ� �*���g�À���!

�µ�·�� �����r�¸�}�r�O�ÿ���G�ÿ�r�*�¸�|��� �¸�J�*���£�£�*�«�O�#�*�r�¸���|�B��Finkape�!���O�r���#�O�«���À�«�«�O�|�r���Ý�O�¸�J���ÿ�À�¸�J�|�£�����*�£�r�ÿ�£�#�O�r�|���¼�ÿ�Ü�ÿ�£�*�«��
�F�ÿ���*���|�|�d���ÿ�r�#���¸�*�g�*� �J�|�r�*�	���h�À�â�*�p���|�À�£�C�����O�¸�ã�	���h�À�â�*�p���|�À�£�C�	�����À�C�À�«�¸�����Ž�Œ�Ž�•����
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�h�5�·�ì�� �¦�N�ª�)�� �Ã�Ÿ���� �A�{�¿�q�"�)�"�� �N�q�� �®�)�Ÿ�·�)�o���)�¢�� �‘�•�•�˜���� �þ�N�o�ª�� �·�{�� �Ÿ�¢�{�o�{�·�)�� �ª�{���N�þ�f��
�·�¢�þ�q�ª�A�{�¢�o�þ�·�N�{�q���� ���N�ª�� �N�q���f�¿�"�)�ª�� �·�I�)�� �¢�)�ª�·�¢�¿���·�¿�¢�N�q�B�� �{�A�� �Ÿ�¿���f�N���� �N�q�ª�·�N�·�¿�·�N�{�q�ª��
and the deconstruction of stereotypes and prejudices linked to racial and 
religious identity. For its members, however, social change starts with 
individual change and the self-awareness that they are being racialized 
in their own country, although their communities have been contribut-
�N�q�B�� �·�{�� �h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�<�ª�� �"�)�Û�)�f�{�Ÿ�o�)�q�·�� �A�{�¢�� ���)�q�·�¿�¢�N�)�ª���� �¼�{�� �·�I�þ�·�� �)�q�"���� �N�q�� ���{�f�f�þ���{-
ration with Richtung22, Lëtz Rise Up has organized guided visits around 
the capital to highlight places linked to colonialism, as mentioned above. 
Beyond colonial memory, it focuses on education and legislation, which 
�·�I�)�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�� ���)�f�N�)�Û�)�ª�� �þ�¢�)�� ���{�¢�)�� �þ�¢�)�þ�ª�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� ���B�I�·�� �þ�B�þ�N�q�ª�·�� �"�N�ª���¢�N�o�N�q�þ-
tion. Furthermore, this association collaborates with other public insti-
�·�¿�·�N�{�q�ª�����ª�¿���I���þ�ª���·�I�)���Ã�q�N�Û�)�¢�ª�N�·�â���{�A���h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B���þ�q�"���·�I�)���Ã�t�/�®� �•��� �I�þ�N�¢���N�q��
Human Rights, to bring together international experts on questions of 
institutional racism.�š�•

�à�I�þ�·���·�I�)�ª�)���·�Ü�{���þ�ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���I�þ�Û�)���N�q�����{�o�o�{�q���N�ª���þ�q���þ���·�N�Û�N�ª�·�����A�)�o�N�q�N�ª�·�����þ�q�"��
political approach to unraveling racism and other forms of discrimination 
�·�I�þ�·�� �þ�¢�)�� �N�q�B�¢�þ�N�q�)�"�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �ª�·�¢�¿���·�¿�¢�)�ª�� �{�A�� �ª�{���N�)�·�â�� �þ�q�"�� �Ÿ�{�f�N�·�â���� ���)�â�� �þ�¢�)�� �o�{�ª�·�f�â��
composed of people of African origin and their descendants, who, in collabo-
ration with stakeholders, are trying to disentangle racism and create a fairer 
�ª�{���N�)�·�â�������)���·�Ü�{���þ�ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���I�þ�Û�)���Û�)�¢�â���ª�N�o�N�f�þ�¢���{���`�)���·�N�Û�)�ª���þ�q�"���Ÿ�I�N�f�{�ª�{�Ÿ�I�N�)�ª����
Both walk the same road to combat racism, gender bias, and other areas of 
discrimination, such as religion, sexual orientation, employment, and dis-
ability. Additionally, both of them stress the intersectionality of these forms 
of discrimination and inequality.

Unlike the two feminist and antiracist organizations, Richtung22 is a 
�o�þ�`�{�¢�N�·�â�.�Ü�I�N�·�)���q�{�q�.�Ÿ�¢�{���·���þ�ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q���A�{�¿�q�"�)�"�����â���þ�¢�·�N�ª�·�ª�������f�o�o�þ�c�)�¢�ª�����þ�q�"��
theater enthusiasts in 2010. Its aim is to regularize artistic professions and 
�)�q�ª�¿�¢�)���A�þ�N�¢���Ü�{�¢�c�N�q�B�����{�q�"�N�·�N�{�q�ª�������)�����{�f�f�)���·�N�Û�)���N�ª�����{�o�Ÿ�{�ª�)�"���{�A���ª�·�¿�"�)�q�·�ª���þ�q�"��
�â�{�¿�q�B���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)�� �A�¢�{�o���"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·�� �Ÿ�¢�{�A�)�ª�ª�N�{�q�þ�f�� ���þ���c�B�¢�{�¿�q�"�ª���Ü�I�{�� �¿�ª�)�� �þ�¢�·���� �)�ª�Ÿ�)-
cially theater and cinema, as a social tool that they believe should be “inte-

�µ��̧� ���6�Ã�r�#�*�£�«�¸�ÿ�r�#�O�r�C���S�r�«�¸�O�¸�À�¸�O�|�r�ÿ�g���¦�ÿ���O�«�p���O�r��� �|�p� �ÿ�£�ÿ�¸�O�Ü�*���£�*�£�«� �*���¸�O�Ü�*�����F�£�|�p���h�*�«�«�|�r�+�#�£�ÿ�Ý�O�r�C��
�¸�|���ÿ�r�����C�*�r�#�ÿ���B�|�£��� �J�ÿ�r�C�*�	�7����� �£�O�g���Ž�Œ�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�•��� �J�¸�¸� �«�������*���’�•�Œ�•�*�#�+���ó�B�•�+�•�•�B�’�+���‘�B�•�+�•�’�B�Œ�“�•�Œ���•�Œ�•�Œ��
�ÿ�g�*�«�À�«�£�����|�p���À�C�#�����“�B�•�’�������“�’�Ž�“�’�’�ÿ�•�*�•�ÿ�•�*�B�•�”�*�‘�Ž�B�•�•�ó�õ���”�‘�B�Œ���ÿ��� �#�B���õ�����g�O�#�p�S�Ý���¦�•�å���r�¸���d�•�C��
�«�•�d�F�•�F�S�ß�£���£�t�‘�í�•�£�'���Ý�•�p�À�C�•�¦�S�J�J�N�O�Ã�����•�p�•�S�#�*�Ž�¥�•�•�N�#���•�r�d�!
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�B�¢�þ�·�)�"�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �"�N�ª���¿�ª�ª�N�{�q�� �!�{�A�� �ª�{���N�þ�f�� �N�ª�ª�¿�)�ª�"�:���š�ž In 2020, the BLM movement 
did not escape its attention. Richtung22 collectively reunited a group of 
local artists to symbolically arrest one of the most prominent Luxembour-
�B�N�ª�I�� ���B�¿�¢�)�ª�� �{�A�� � �{�q�B�{�<�ª�� ���{�f�{�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q���� �·�I�)�� �)�q�B�N�q�)�)�¢�� �t�N���{�f�þ�ª�� � �N�·�{�� �þ�ª�� �o�)�q-
tioned above. 

���)�� �)�ª�·�þ���f�N�ª�I�o�)�q�·�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�ª�)�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�� �o�)�þ�q�ª�� �o�{�¢�)�� �A�¿�·�¿�¢�)�� �Ÿ�þ�¢�·�N���N�Ÿ�þ-
tion for Black Luxembourgers, who have already had two high-level political 
�¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�þ�·�N�Û�)�ª�������{�·�I���{�A��� �þ�Ÿ�)���ß�)�¢�"�)�þ�q���{�¢�N�B�N�q�����·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���N�ª���t�þ�·�þ�f�N�)���®�N�f�Û�þ�����Ü�I�{��
�Ü�þ�ª�����{�¢�q���N�q���•�˜�—�•���N�q���·�I�)���G�¢�þ�q�"���'�¿���I�â���þ�q�"���N�ª���·�I�)���{�q�f�â�����f�þ���c���o�þ�â�{�¢���N�q���h�¿�á�)�o-
bourg, heading the town of Larochette. Silva stresses her belonging to the 
���{�¿�q�·�¢�â���� �Ü�{�q�"�)�¢�N�q�B�� �þ���{�¿�·�� �·�I�)�� �9�)�á���)�Ÿ�·�N�{�q�þ�f�N�ª�o�� �{�A�� �I�)�¢�� �Ÿ�{�ª�N�·�N�{�q���:�� �)�Û�)�q�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢��
more than 60 years of Black presence in Luxembourg. Meanwhile, Mon-
ica Semedo, a former member of the Luxembourg Democratic Party, was 
�)�f�)���·�)�"���N�q���‘�•�•�˜���·�{���¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·���h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B���N�q���·�I�)���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q���£�þ�¢�f�N�þ�o�)�q�·�������{�¢�q��
�N�q���•�˜�—�“�����ª�I�)���ª�þ�N�"���N�q���þ���r�þ�¢���I���‘�•�‘�‘���"�)���þ�·�)��

�r�£���� �£�£�*�«�O�#�*�r�¸�	�� �O�r�� �p�ã�� �J�O�C�J�� �«���J�|�|�g�� �¸�J�*�£�*�� �Ý�*�£�*�� �¸�J�£�*�*�� ���g�ÿ���d�� �«�¸�À�#�*�r�¸�«�� �|�À�¸�� �|�B��
�p�|�£�*�� �¸�J�ÿ�r�� �•�	�‘�Œ�Œ���� �S�� �Ý�ÿ�«�� �¸�J�*�� �B�O�£�«�¸�� ���g�ÿ���d�� �¼�ß�� �J�|�«�¸�� �O�r�� �h�À�â�*�p���|�À�£�C�	�� ���À�¸�� �r�|�¸��
�p�ÿ�r�ã�� �Ý�*�£�*�� �B�|�g�g�|�Ý�O�r�C�	�� �À�r�B�|�£�¸�À�r�ÿ�¸�*�g�ã���� �•�r���*�� �ÿ�� ���|�ã�B�£�O�*�r�#�9�«�� �p�|�¸�J�*�£�� �¸�|�g�#�� �p�*��
�6�p�ÿ�r�ã�����g�ÿ���d��� �*�|� �g�*���ÿ�£�*�����£�O�p�O�r�ÿ�g�«�	�� ���À�¸���ã�|�À���ÿ�£�*���#�O�B�B�*�£�*�r�¸���7���t�|�	�� �S���ÿ�p���r�|�¸�� �#�O�B�+
�B�*�£�*�r�¸�����S���ÿ�p���r�|�¸���ÿ�r���*�â���*� �¸�O�|�r�����¼�J�*�£�*���ÿ�£�*���p�ÿ�r�ã���g�O�d�*���p�*�	���ÿ�r�#���¸�J�*�ã���#�*�«�*�£�Ü�*���¸�|��
�J�ÿ�Ü�*���ÿ���B�ÿ�O�£�����J�ÿ�r���*���¸�|���«�À�����*�*�#�����à�*���J�ÿ�Ü�*���¸�|���C�*�¸���£�O�#���|�B���¸�J�*���£�ÿ���O�«�¸���«�¸�*�£�*�|�¸�ã� �*�«�	��
�#�*���|�r�«�¸�£�À���¸�� � �£�*�a�À�#�O���*�«�� �ÿ�r�#�� �£�*� �£�*�«�*�r�¸�� �¸�J�*�� �B�À�g�g�� �#�O�Ü�*�£�«�O�¸�ã�� �|�B�� �|�À�£�� �«�|���O�*�¸�ã�� �ÿ�¸��
�ÿ�g�g���g�*�Ü�*�g�«���� �à�*�� �r�*�*�#���*�¢�À�ÿ�g���ÿ�����*�«�«���ÿ�r�#���|� � �|�£�¸�À�r�O�¸�O�*�«���B�|�£���ÿ�g�g���O�r�� ���À�g�¸�À�£�*�	�� �*�#�À�+
���ÿ�¸�O�|�r�	���p�*�#�O�ÿ���ÿ�r�#���«� �|�£�¸�«�	�����*���ÿ�À�«�*���¸�J�*�ã��� �g�ÿ�ã���ÿ�r���O�p� �|�£�¸�ÿ�r�¸���£�|�g�*���O�r���¸�J�*���B�O�C�J�¸��
�ÿ�C�ÿ�O�r�«�¸���£�ÿ���O�«�p�����¼�J�*�ã���J�ÿ�Ü�*���¸�J�*��� �|�Ý�*�£���¸�|�����J�ÿ�r�C�*���p�O�r�#�«���ÿ�r�#���¸�|���#�£�O�Ü�*���«�|���O�ÿ�g��
�O�r���g�À�«�O�|�r���—�œ 

���N�ª���"�{�)�ª���q�{�·���q�)���)�ª�ª�þ�¢�N�f�â���o�)�þ�q���·�I�þ�·���·�I�)�����f�þ���c���Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�·�N�{�q���þ�q�"���·�I�)�N�¢�����{�q�·�¢�N���¿-
tions are well perceived or well recognized. Moreover, these two Black women 
are not representative of the Black community in its entirety. According to 

�µ�¹�� ���6�¦�O���J�¸�À�r�C���Ž�Ž�����À�r���ÿ�g�p�	���À�r�*���#�O�«���À�«�«�O�|�r�	���À�r�����|�À� ���#�*��� �O�*�#���#�ÿ�r�«���g�ÿ���B�|�À�£�p�O�g�O�9�£�*�7�	���r�ÿ�ã���•�	���Ž�Œ�•�•��
� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���Ý�|�£�¸���g�À���B�£�����À�g�¸�À�£�*���£�O���J�¸�À�r�C�+�Ž�Ž�+�À�r�+�ÿ�g�p�+�À�r�*�+�#�O�«���À�«�«�O�|�r�+�À�r�+���|�À� �+�#�*�+� �O�*�#�+
�#�ÿ�r�«�+�g�ÿ�+�B�|�À�£�p�O�g�O�*�£�*�+�‘�•�”�•�Œ�Œ�*�•�*�•���Œ�”�#�•�*�’�#�*�Œ���#�����!

�µ�º  �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���*�À�£�|� �ÿ�£�g���*�À�£�|� �ÿ���*�À���#�|���*�|���#�|���À�p�*�r�¸��� �¦�/�+�•�+�Ž�Œ�Ž�Ž�+�Œ�•�+�Œ�“�+�S�t�¼�+�•�+�•�•�•�+�Œ�Œ�Œ�Œ��
�/�t���J�¸�p�g
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�t�þ�q���â���F�¢�þ�ª�)�¢���#�•�˜�˜�”�$�����¢�)�"�N�ª�·�¢�N���¿�·�N�{�q���9�N�ª���·�N�)�"���·�{���þ���Û�N�ª�N�{�q���{�A���`�¿�ª�·�N���)���Ü�I�N���I���o�)�þ�q�ª��
to achieve social equality through a redistribution of the material necessi-
ties for an existence as free subjects, while the conditions for a just society 
���{�o�)���·�{�����)���"�)���q�)�"���þ�ª���·�I�)���¢�)���{�B�q�N�·�N�{�q���{�A���·�I�)���Ÿ�)�¢�ª�{�q�þ�f���"�N�B�q�N�·�â���{�A���þ�f�f���N�q�"�N�Û�N�"�¿-
�þ�f�ª�:���#�N�{�q�q�)�·�I���‘�•�•�•�����“�’�$�����¼�{���þ�����)�¢�·�þ�N�q���)�á�·�)�q�·�����Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���þ�f���#�þ�q�"���ª�{���N�)�·�þ�f�$���"�N�ª���{�¿�¢�ª�)�ª��
have instrumentalized these women’s positions to celebrate diversity associ-
ated with immigration in general.

���)�� �Ü�{�¢�c�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �A�¿�q�"�)�"�� ���â�� �·�I�)�� �h�¿�á�)�o���{�¿�¢�B�� �t�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f�� �¦�)�ª�)�þ�¢���I�� �F�¿�q�"�� �#�F�t�¦�$��
� �‘�•���®� ���•�“�”�”�•�•�•�•���'�N�ª�£�•�®�/�G���¼���ß���¦�/�®����
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Formation Interculturelles et Sociales (CEFIS).
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Chapter 5  
Black Oslo

Michelle A. Tisdel

In Norway, numerous demonstrations were organized in response to the 
�o�¿�¢�"�)�¢�� �{�A�� �G�)�{�¢�B�)�� �F�f�{�â�"�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �Ã�®���� �N�q�� �r�þ�â�� �‘�•�‘�•���� ���)�� �9�à�)�� � �þ�q�<�·�� ���¢�)�þ�·�I�)���+��
Justice for George Floyd”�š demonstration, arranged by the African Student 
���ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q�� �#���®���$�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �Ã�q�N�Û�)�¢�ª�N�·�â�� �{�A�� �•�ª�f�{�� �þ�q�"�� �·�I�)�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�� ���A�¢�N�c�þ�q�ª��
Rising in Solidarity and Empowerment (ARISE), mobilized more than 
�•�”���•�•�•���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���{�q���d�¿�q�)���”�����S�·���Ü�þ�ª���•�ª�f�{�<�ª���ª�)���{�q�"���þ�q�"���f�þ�¢�B�)�ª�·���Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·���N�q���¢�)�ª�Ÿ�{�q�ª�)��
�·�{���·�I�)���c�N�f�f�N�q�B�������)���{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���ª�{�¿�B�I�·���·�{���I�N�B�I�f�N�B�I�·���·�I�)���{�q�B�{�N�q�B���Ÿ�¢�{���f�)�o���{�A��
structural racism and inequality in Norway, not just in the USA. In media 
interviews and statements, they referred to Norwegian examples of police 
violence and the police’s use of excessive force, as well as to discriminatory 
attitudes and practices that have led to structural inequality and experiences 
�{�A�� �¢�þ���N�ª�o���� ���)�� �o�{�ª�·�� �)�B�¢�)�B�N�{�¿�ª�� �)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)�� �{�A�� �Ÿ�{�f�N���)�� �Û�N�{�f�)�q���)�� �N�q�� �t�{�¢�Ü�þ�â�� �N�ª�� �·�I�)��
���þ�ª�)�� �{�A���t�N�B�)�¢�N�þ�q�.���{�¢�q���/�¿�B�)�q�)�� �•���N�{�¢�þ���� �Ü�I�{���� �þ�B�)�"�� �“�—���� �"�N�)�"�� �N�q���¼�¢�{�q�"�I�)�N�o���N�q��
�‘�•�•�•�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �Ÿ�{�f�N���)�� �¢�)�ª�·�¢�þ�N�q�)�"�� �I�N�o�� �¿�ª�N�q�B�� �þ�� ���I�{�c�)�I�{�f�"���� �¦�)�Ÿ�{�¢�·�)�"�f�â���� �·�I�)�� �ª�þ�o�)��
�Ÿ�{�f�N���)�o�þ�q���Ü�I�{���c�N�f�f�)�"���•���N�{�¢�þ���I�þ�"���þ�f�ª�{�����)�)�q���N�q�Û�{�f�Û�)�"���N�q���þ�q�{�·�I�)�¢�����{�q�·�¢�{�Û�)�¢�ª�N�þ�f��
case seven years earlier involving 21-year-old Ghanaian-born Sophia Baidoo, 
who was also restrained in a chokehold, but survived. Public opinion and 
debate surrounding these incidents pointed to discrimination, minority 
rights, and police brutality as issues of concern for antiracism organizations 
and activists.

���)�� �ª�þ�o�)�� �Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·�� �·�¢�þ�q�ª�A�{�¢�o�)�"�� �·�I�)�� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N���� �/�N�"�ª�Û�{�f�f�ª�� �£�f�þ�ª�ª�� �#�/�N�"�ª�Û�{�f�f�<�ª��
Square) in front of the Norwegian parliament into a new site of meaning 
�N�q�� �·�I�)�� �ª�â�o���{�f�N���� �f�þ�q�"�ª���þ�Ÿ�)�� �{�A�� ���f�þ���c�� �•�ª�f�{���� ���)�� ���{�q���)�Ÿ�·�� �9�ª�â�o���{�f�N�����f�þ�q�"�ª���þ�Ÿ�)�:��
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�F�g�|�ã�#���7��
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describes a constellation of emotionally important components and highly 
�Û�N�ª�N���f�)���Û�)�q�¿�)�ª���·�I�þ�·���I�þ�Û�)���"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·���)�o�{�·�N�{�q�þ�f���ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q���)���A�{�¢���ª�{���N�þ�f���þ���·�{�¢�ª���N�q��
�·�I�)���Ÿ�¿���f�N�������)�f�"���#�¦�{�ª�ª���‘�•�•�–�����‘�•�•�˜�$�������)���"�)�o�{�q�ª�·�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���þ�q�"���·�I�)���Ÿ�)�¢���)�N�Û�)�"���o�)�ª-
sages of the organizers and protesters became central to a renewed racism 
debate that is still ongoing. As the site of a collective mobilization for anti-
racism and social justice, the demonstration became a platform for voicing 
claims about historic inequality and articulating demands for new framings 
of equality and social justice.

�S�q���·�I�)���A�{�f�f�{�Ü�N�q�B���Ü�)�)�c�ª�����·�I�)���Ÿ�¿���f�N�����"�N�ª���{�¿�¢�ª�)���¡�¿�N���c�f�â���·�¿�¢�q�)�"���·�{���"�)���q�N�·�N�{�q�ª��
of racism, including everyday racism and structural racism in the Norwe-
gian context. Many individuals with a so-called minority background shared 
personal narratives of discrimination and highlighted important examples 
of how individual incidents of discrimination contribute to systemic and 
structural inequality. In the public discourse that played out in traditional 
and social media, the stories were met with an array of responses, such as 
empathy and support, but also criticism and provocation. Debates focused 
on the claim that racism in Norway is still a hindrance to quality of life and 
social mobility. How could a country with such strong social democratic and 
egalitarian principles and anti-discrimination legislation be fertile ground 
�A�{�¢�� �¢�þ���N�ª�o�� �þ�q�"�� �ª�·�¢�¿���·�¿�¢�þ�f�� �N�q�)�¡�¿�þ�f�N�·�â���� �®�{�o�)�� ���¢�N�·�N���ª�� ���{�o�o�)�q�·�)�"�� �·�I�þ�·�� �·�I�)��
demonstration illustrated, among other things, the importation of political 
�N�ª�ª�¿�)�ª�����¢�þ���N�ª�o���"�N�ª���{�¿�¢�ª�)�ª�����þ�q�"���;�N�"�)�q�·�N�·�â���Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���ª�<���A�¢�{�o���·�I�)���Ã�®����

���)�¢�)�� �Ü�)�¢�)�� �o�þ�q�â�� �"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·�� ���{�q�·�¢�N���¿�·�N�{�q�ª�� �·�{�� �·�I�)�� �¢�þ���N�ª�o�� �"�)���þ�·�)�ª���� �Ü�I�N���I��
�¢�þ�q�B�)�"�� �A�¢�{�o�� �ª�)�¢�N�{�¿�ª�� �þ�q�"�� ���{�q�ª�·�¢�¿���·�N�Û�)�� �·�{�� �ª�)�q�ª�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f�� �þ�q�"�� �ª�¿�Ÿ�)�¢�����N�þ�f���� �t�)�Û-
ertheless, the demonstrations had mobilized a new social engagement and 
political interest that highlighted issues of self-representation and historical 
�Û�N�ª�N���N�f�N�·�â���� �h�þ�·�)�¢�� �·�I�þ�·�� �â�)�þ�¢���� �N�q�� �•���·�{���)�¢�� �‘�•�‘�•���� �·�I�)�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�����f�þ���c�� �N�N�ª�·�{�¢�â��
�r�{�q�·�I���t�{�¢�Ü�þ�â���c�N���c�)�"���{�ò�A���N�·�ª���ª�)���{�q�"�����)�f�)���¢�þ�·�N�{�q���N�q���•�ª�f�{�����à�N�·�I���þ���I�{�ª�·���{�A���q�)�Ü��
prestigious institutional partners, such as the National Library of Norway, 
the National Gallery of Art, Architecture, and Design, and the Deichman 
Public Library, producing more than 15 events. Black representation and 
�"�)���q�N�·�N�{�q�þ�f���Ÿ�{�Ü�)�¢���Ü�)�¢�)�����)�q�·�¢�þ�f���·�{���·�I�)���Ÿ�¢�{�B�¢�þ�o���·�I�)�o�)�����9�F�¢�{�o���F�¢�þ�B�o�)�q�·�ª���·�{��
History” (�F�¢�þ���A�¢�þ�B�o�)�q�·�)�¢���·�N�f���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N�)).�› 

�¶�� ���6���g�ÿ���d���N�O�«�¸�|�£�ã���r�|�r�¸�J���t�|�£�Ý�ÿ�ã���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ�	�7���r�ÿ�ã���•�”�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�•��� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���|�p�|�#���r�|��� �|�«�¸�����g�ÿ���d�+�J�O�«��
�¸�|�£�ã�+�p�|�r�¸�J�+�r�|�£�Ý�ÿ�ã�+�Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ�!

https://www.omod.no/post/black-history-month-norway-2020
https://www.omod.no/post/black-history-month-norway-2020


Chapter 5. Black Oslo117

�S�q�� �þ�"�"�N�·�N�{�q���� �·�I�)�� �F�¢�N�·�·�� �•�¢�"�� �F�{�¿�q�"�þ�·�N�{�q���� �þ�� �Ÿ�¢�N�Û�þ�·�)�� �q�{�q�.�Ÿ�¢�{���·�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ-
tion that promotes freedom of expression, public debate, art, and culture, 
commissioned an analysis and report titled � �{�Û�)�¢�N�q�B�� �·�I�)�� �'�)���þ�·�)�� �{�q�� �¦�þ���N�ª�o��
�N�q�� �t�{�¢�Ü�)�B�N�þ�q�� �r�)�"�N�þ���� �–�� �r�þ�â�� �—�•�—�•�1�˜�–�� ���¿�B�¿�ª�·�� �—�•�—�•.�œ�� ���)�� �¢�)�Ÿ�{�¢�·�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �Ÿ�¢�)�Ÿ�þ�¢�)�"��
by Retriever, Scandinavia’s largest media monitor and analyst. Described 
as a “media analysis of racism in the wake of the murder of George Floyd 
and the emergence of the Black Lives Matter movement,” the report under-
�ª���{�¢�)�"���þ���"�)�)�Ÿ���ª�)�q�ª�)���{�A���9���)�A�{�¢�)�:���þ�q�"���9�þ�ü�·�)�¢�:���·�I�)���"�)�o�{�q�ª�·�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���• It illustrated 
the national relevance of George Floyd’s death as a catalyst for widespread 
�"�)�o�{�q�ª�·�¢�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���þ�q�"���Ÿ�¿���f�N�����"�)���þ�·�)�������)���þ�q�þ�f�â�ª�N�ª���þ�f�ª�{���I�N�B�I�f�N�B�I�·�)�"���·�I�)���o�)�"�N�þ�<�ª��
active role in the Norwegian racism debate that ensued following antiracism 
solidarity protests around the country.�ž�����)�ª�)���"�)���þ�·�)�ª���þ�f�ª�{���)�á�Ÿ�f�{�¢�)�"���·�I�)���N�ª�ª�¿�)��
of historical representation involving monuments and statues commemo-
�¢�þ�·�N�q�B�����{�q�·�¢�{�Û�)�¢�ª�N�þ�f���Ÿ�)�¢�ª�{�q�ª���ª�¿���I���þ�ª���®�Ü�)�"�N�ª�I���ª���N�)�q�·�N�ª�·��� �þ�¢�f���Û�{�q���h�N�q�q�*���#�•�–�•�–�+
�–�—�$�� �þ�q�"�� ���¢�N�·�N�ª�I�� �ª�·�þ�·�)�ª�o�þ�q�� �®�N�¢�� �à�N�q�ª�·�{�q�� � �I�¿�¢���I�N�f�f�� �#�•�—�–�“�+�•�˜�•�”�$���� �þ�ª�� �o�)�q�·�N�{�q�)�"��
in Chapter 3.
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� �̧� ���¦�*� �|�£�¸���h�ÿ�À�r���J���/�Ü�*�r�¸�����6� �|�Ü�*�£�O�r�C���¸�J�*���'�*���ÿ�¸�*���|�r���¦�ÿ���O�«�p���O�r���t�|�£�Ý�*�C�O�ÿ�r���r�*�#�O�ÿ�	�6���t�|�Ü�*�p���*�£��
�•�•�� �Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ�� � �J�¸�¸� �«�������B�£�O�¸�¸�|�£�#���r�|���*�r�����ÿ�g�*�r�#�ÿ�£���£�*� �|�£�¸�+�g�ÿ�À�r���J�+�*�Ü�*�r�¸�+���|�Ü�*�£�O�r�C�+�¸�J�*�+�#�*���ÿ�¸�*�+�|�r�+
�£�ÿ���O�«�p�+�O�r�+�r�|�£�Ý�*�C�O�ÿ�r�+�p�*�#�O�ÿ�!

�¹�� ���'�*�p�|�r�«�¸�£�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�«�� �Ý�*�£�*�� �ÿ�g�«�|�� �J�*�g�#�� �O�r�� �«�*�Ü�*�£�ÿ�g�� ���O�¸�O�*�«�	�� �O�r���g�À�#�O�r�C�� ���£�*�r�#�ÿ�g�	�� ���À�£�g�ÿ�r�#�	�� ���*�£�C�*�r�	��
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���)�� �"�)�o�{�q�ª�·�¢�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�� �·�I�þ�·�� �{�����¿�¢�¢�)�"�� �N�q�� �•�ª�f�{�� �þ�q�"�� �þ�¢�{�¿�q�"�� �·�I�)�� ���{�¿�q�·�¢�â�� �N�q�� �d�¿�q�)��
�‘�•�‘�•���Ü�)�¢�)���q�{�·���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���þ�q�·�N�¢�þ���N�ª�o���"�)�o�{�q�ª�·�¢�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���I�)�f�"���N�q���·�I�)�����N�·�â�����S�q���•���·�{-
���)�¢���•�˜�–�•�����·�I�)���F�{�¢�)�N�B�q���à�{�¢�c�)�¢�ª�<�����ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q���Ÿ along with antiracism allies and 
other immigrant and labor organizations, had staged an anti-discrimina-
tion and antiracism demonstration at University Square, a few blocks from 
Eidsvolls Plass. It was a response to anti-immigration policies, such as the 
�•�˜�–�”�� �N�o�o�N�B�¢�þ�·�N�{�q�� ���þ�q���� �þ�q�"�� �·�{�� �N�q���¢�)�þ�ª�N�q�B�� �¢�þ���N�ª�o�� �þ�q�"�� �ª�·�¢�¿���·�¿�¢�þ�f���N�q�)�¡�¿�þ�f�N�·�â��
that impacted immigrant populations at the time (Røsjø 2007).� �� �•�q�� �r�þ�â�� �—����
�‘�•�•�–���� �•�r�•�'�� � �)�q�·�)�¢�� �A�{�¢�� �®�{���N�þ�f�� �d�¿�ª�·�N���)�� �þ�q�"�� �·�I�)�� �t�{�¢�Ü�)�B�N�þ�q�� � �)�q�·�¢�)�� ���B�þ�N�q�ª�·��
Racism staged a protest outside the Ministry of Justice and Police, demand-
�N�q�B�� �þ�q�� �N�q�"�)�Ÿ�)�q�"�)�q�·�� �N�q�Û�)�ª�·�N�B�þ�·�N�{�q�� �N�q�·�{�� �·�I�)�� �"�)�þ�·�I�� �{�A�� �•���N�{�¢�þ���¡ In June 2021, 
ARISE and ASA commemorated the anniversary of the 2020 demonstration, 
acknowledging the continued relevance of antiracism and the need for col-
lective action and responsibility.

���)�� �ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q���)�� �{�A�� ���f�þ���c�� �ª�Ÿ�þ���)�ª�� �{�A�� �¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�þ�·�N�{�q�� �N�q�� �•�ª�f�{�� �þ�ª�� ���{�q�·�þ���·��
zones – places or frontiers for “meetings” where “people geographically and 
historically separated encounter each other and establish ongoing relation-
�ª�I�N�Ÿ�ª�:���#�£�¢�þ�·�·���•�˜�˜�‘�����•�$���+���)�o�)�¢�B�)�ª���·�I�¢�{�¿�B�I���·�I�)���N�q�·�)�¢�þ���·�N�{�q�ª�����)�·�Ü�)�)�q���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���Ü�I�{��
�o�)�)�·���þ�q�"���)�q�B�þ�B�)���·�I�)�¢�)�������ª���þ�����{�q�·�þ���·���ì�{�q�)�����·�I�)���•�ª�f�{���"�)�o�{�q�ª�·�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���{�q���d�¿�q�)��
5 engaged not only the 15,000 demonstrators but also those who observed 
�þ�q�"���"�N�ª���¿�ª�ª�)�"���·�I�)�N�¢���)�á�Ÿ�)�¢�N�)�q���)�ª�������)���"�)�o�{�q�ª�·�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���I�þ�"���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N���þ�f���¢�)�f�)�Û�þ�q���)��
and gave legitimacy to self-historicizing narrative practices about the value 
�{�A�����f�þ���c���f�N�Û�)�ª���þ�q�"���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N�)�ª���#�ª�)�)���/�ª�Ÿ�)�f�þ�q�"���þ�q�"���¦�{�B�ª�·�þ�"���‘�•�•�’�����•�‘�—�����'�þ�ª���•�˜�˜�”�$��

�º�� ���¼�J�*�� �F�|�£�*�O�C�r�� �à�|�£�d�*�£�«�9�� ���«�«�|���O�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�� � �F���F�!�	�� �B�|�À�r�#�*�#�� �O�r�� �•�•�“�Ž�	���B�|���À�«�*�#�� �|�r�� �O�«�«�À�*�«�� �|�B�� �J�À�p�ÿ�r��
�£�O�C�J�¸�«���ÿ�r�#���¸�J�*���O�r�¸�*�£�*�«�¸�«���|�B���B�|�£�*�O�C�r���Ý�|�£�d�*�£�«�����S�p� �|�£�¸�ÿ�r�¸���p�|���O�g�O�í�ÿ�¸�O�|�r���O�«�«�À�*�«���B�|�£���F���F���Ý�*�£�*��
�£�*�«�O�#�*�r���*��� �*�£�p�O�¸�«�	���B�ÿ�p�O�g�ã���£�*�À�r�O�ÿ���ÿ�¸�O�|�r�	���ÿ�r�#���#�O�«���£�O�p�O�r�ÿ�¸�O�|�r���O�r���Ý�|�£�d���g�O�B�*���ÿ�r�#���¸�J�*���J�|�À�«�O�r�C��
�p�ÿ�£�d�*�¸�����¼�J�*���ÿ�«�«�|���O�ÿ�¸�O�|�r��� �À���g�O�«�J�*�#���¸�J�*���r�*�Ý�«� �ÿ� �*�£��Fremmedarbeideren �O�r���•�•�“�•�����¼�J�*���O�p�p�O�+
�C�£�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�����ÿ�r���¸�J�ÿ�¸��� �ÿ�£�g�O�ÿ�p�*�r�¸���O�r�¸�£�|�#�À���*�#���O�r���•�•�“�‘���ÿ�ó �B�*���¸�*�#���p�ÿ�r�ã���B�|�£�*�O�C�r���Ý�|�£�d�*�£�«��� �«�*�*���¦�™�«�a�™��
�Ž�Œ�Œ�“�!��

�»�� ���•�r���r�ÿ�ã���”�	���Ž�Œ�Œ�“�	���•�r�•�'��� �*�r�¸�*�£���B�|�£���®�|���O�ÿ�g���d�À�«�¸�O���*���ÿ�r�#���¸�J�*���t�|�£�Ý�*�C�O�ÿ�r��� �*�r�¸�£�*�����C�ÿ�O�r�«�¸���¦�ÿ���+
�O�«�p���«�¸�ÿ�C�*�#���ÿ��� �£�|�¸�*�«�¸���|�À�¸�«�O�#�*���¸�J�*���p�O�r�O�«�¸�£�ã���|�B���a�À�«�¸�O���*���ÿ�r�#��� �|�g�O���*�	���#�*�p�ÿ�r�#�O�r�C���ÿ�r���O�r�#�*� �*�r�+
�#�*�r�¸���O�r�Ü�*�«�¸�O�C�ÿ�¸�O�|�r���O�r�¸�|���¸�J�*���#�*�ÿ�¸�J���|�B���•���O�|�£�ÿ��

�¼�� ���®�À���«�*�¢�À�*�r�¸���#�*�p�|�r�«�¸�£�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�«���Ý�*�£�*���J�*�g�#���O�r���•�«�g�|���|�r���r�ÿ�ã���•�•���ÿ�r�#�����À�C�À�«�¸���Ž�‘�	���Ž�Œ�Œ�“���ÿ�r�#���d�ÿ�r�+
�À�ÿ�£�ã���•�	���Ž�Œ�Œ�”��
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European Attraction Unlimited:  
A Temporary Site of Collective Memory

�/�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)�ª���{�A���·�I�)���ª�{���N�þ�f�����{�q�ª�·�¢�¿���·�N�{�q���{�A���ª�Ÿ�þ���)���N�q���f�¿�"�)���·�I�)���"�)���q�N�·�N�{�q�þ�f���Ÿ�{�Ü�)�¢��
�o�{���N�f�N�ì�)�"�� ���â�� �·�I�)�� �9� �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)�� �ß�N�f�f�þ�B�)���:�� �þ�� �·�)�o�Ÿ�{�¢�þ�¢�â�� �þ�¢�·�� �N�q�ª�·�þ�f�f�þ�·�N�{�q�� ���{�q-
structed by Swedish-born Lars Cuzner and Sudanese-born Mohamed Ali 
�F�þ�"�f�þ���N���N�q���‘�•�•�“�����������{�¢�"�N�q�B���·�{���þ���·�)�á�·���þ�·�·�¢�N���¿�·�)�"���·�{���à�N�f�f�����¢�þ�"�f�)�â�������þ�¢�·�N�ª�·�N�����"�N�¢�)��-
�·�{�¢���{�A���f�¿�q�ª�·�I�þ�f�f���•�ª�f�{����

�¼�J�*�� ���J�ÿ�g�g�*�r�C�*�� �O�r�� �¸�J�O�r�d�O�r�C�� �¸�J�£�|�À�C�J�� �h�ÿ�£�«�� � �À�í�r�*�£�� �ÿ�r�#�� �r�|�J�ÿ�p�*�#�� ���g�O�� �F�ÿ�#�g�ÿ���O�9�«��
� �£�|� �|�«�ÿ�g���¸�|���£�*���£�*�ÿ�¸�*���¸�J�*��� �|�r�C�|�g�*�«�*���ß�O�g�g�ÿ�C�*���*�â�J�O���O�¸���B�£�|�p���•�«�g�|�9�«���•�•�•�•�����*�r�¸�*�r�ÿ�£�ã��
�*�â�J�O���O�¸�O�|�r���O�«���¸�|���*�«���ÿ� �*���¸�J�*���«�¸�£�ÿ�O�C�J�¸�B�|�£�Ý�ÿ�£�#���«�¸�ÿ�¸�*�p�*�r�¸���¸�J�ÿ�¸���O�¸���«�*�*�p�«���¸�|���|�ó�B�*�£���Ÿ

�F�þ�"�f�þ���N���þ�q�"��� �¿�ì�q�)�¢���q�þ�o�)�"���·�I�)���Ÿ�¢�{�`�)���·���þ�ü�·�)�¢���·�I�)���h�{�q�"�{�q�.���þ�ª�)�"�����{�o�Ÿ�þ�q�â���/�¿�¢�{-
pean Attraction Unlimited, run by entertainment entrepreneur Benno Singer, 
�Ü�I�{�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �·�I�)�� �"�N�¢�)���·�{�¢�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� ���o�¿�ª�)�o�)�q�·�� �'�)�Ÿ�þ�¢�·�o�)�q�·�� �þ�·�� �·�I�)�� �•�˜�•�“�� �)�á�I�N���N�·�N�{�q��
�·�I�þ�·�� �o�þ�¢�c�)�"�� �·�I�)�� ���)�q�·�)�q�q�N�þ�f�� �þ�q�q�N�Û�)�¢�ª�þ�¢�â�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �•�—�•�“�� ���{�q�ª�·�N�·�¿�·�N�{�q���� ���"�"�N�q�B�� �·�{��
the numerous human zoos and colonial exhibitions that were celebrated in 
�G�)�¢�o�þ�q�â���#�ª�)�)��� �I�þ�Ÿ�·�)�¢���•�$���þ�q�"���{�·�I�)�¢���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q�����{�¿�q�·�¢�N�)�ª�����•�ª�f�{���þ�f�ª�{���Ÿ�þ�¢�·�N���N�Ÿ�þ�·�)�"��
in this colonial cultural tradition, staging �f�{�q�B�{�f�þ�q�"�ª���â�)�q���#� �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)���ß�N�f�f�þ�B�)�$��
�"�¿�¢�N�q�B���·�I�)���A�þ�N�¢���N�q���•�˜�•�“�����®�{�f�N�"�N�A�â�N�q�B���·�I�)���"�N�ª�ª�{�f�¿�·�N�{�q���{�A���N�·�ª���o�{�¢�)���·�I�þ�q���”�•�•�.�â�)�þ�¢��
�¿�q�N�{�q���Ü�N�·�I���·�I�)���¢�¿�f�N�q�B���c�N�q�B�"�{�o���{�A���'�)�q�o�þ�¢�c�����·�I�)���•�˜�•�“���)�á�I�N���N�·�N�{�q�����)�f�)���¢�þ�·�)�"���q�{�·��
�`�¿�ª�·�� �·�I�)�� ���)�q�·�)�q�q�N�þ�f�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �•�—�•�“�� �t�{�¢�Ü�)�B�N�þ�q�� ���{�q�ª�·�N�·�¿�·�N�{�q�� ���¿�·�� �þ�f�ª�{���·�I�)�� �q�þ�·�N�{�q�<�ª��
�¢�)���)�q�·���)���{�q�{�o�N�����þ�q�"�����¿�f�·�¿�¢�þ�f���þ���I�N�)�Û�)�o�)�q�·�ª�������)���)�á�Ÿ�{�ª�N�·�N�{�q���A�{���¿�ª�)�"���{�q���N�q�"�¿�ª-
try, agriculture, and shipping, but organizers also aimed to entertain the pub-
�f�N���������)�¢�)���Ü�þ�ª���þ�q���þ�o�¿�ª�)�o�)�q�·���Ÿ�þ�¢�c�����Ü�I�N���I�����{�q�ª�N�ª�·�)�"���{�A���·�I�)��� �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)���ß�N�f�f�þ�B�)�����þ��
Ferris wheel, a 700-meter roller coaster, and other attractions. 

���)���ª�·�þ�B�)�"��� �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)���ß�N�f�f�þ�B�)���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�)�"���—�•�����A�¢�N���þ�q���N�q�I�þ���N�·�þ�q�·�ª���A�¢�{�o���®�)�q-
�)�B�þ�f���N�q���þ���·�I�)�þ�·�¢�N���þ�f���ª�)�·�·�N�q�B�������ª���o�þ�q�â���þ�ª���•���“���o�N�f�f�N�{�q���ª�Ÿ�)���·�þ�·�{�¢�ª���þ�¢�)���¢�)�Ÿ�{�¢�·�)�"���·�{��
have visited the exhibition, where they encountered African adults and chil-
dren, dressed in allegedly “traditional” clothes, using supposedly “authen-
tic” tools and objects, and performing what were assumed to be “ordinary” 
African activities. According to newspaper reports, the village consisted 
of approximately 20 huts built by the “villagers,” who cooked meals, sang, 
�"�þ�q���)�"�����þ�q�"���Ÿ�)�¢�A�{�¢�o�)�"���¢�)�f�N�B�N�{�¿�ª���¢�N�·�¿�þ�f�ª���#�G�¢�þ�ò�A���‘�•�•�“�$�������·���·�I�þ�·���·�N�o�)���N�q���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)����
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these productions were billed as entertainment but also as contributions to 
�Ÿ�¿���f�N�����N�q�A�{�¢�o�þ�·�N�{�q�����{�¢�"�)�¢�N�q�B���{�q���)�"�¿���þ�·�N�{�q�����{�ò�A�)�¢�N�q�B���)�þ�B�)�¢���þ�q�"�����¿�¢�N�{�¿�ª���t�{�¢-
�Ü�)�B�N�þ�q�ª�� �þ�� �¿�q�N�¡�¿�)�� �{�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·�¿�q�N�·�â�� �·�{�� �ª�)�)�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�ª�� ���¢�ª�·�I�þ�q�"�� �#�o�þ�q�â�� �A�{�¢�� �·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·��
time) and to observe them as “exotic” beings in their “natural” habitat engag-
ing in everyday activities. 

���)�� �þ�¢���I�N�Û�þ�f�� �)�Û�N�"�)�q���)�� �·�)�f�f�ª�� �¿�ª���� �I�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢���� �·�I�þ�·�� �·�I�)�� �N�q�"�N�Û�N�"�¿�þ�f�ª�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �•�˜�•�“��
�9� �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)�� �ß�N�f�f�þ�B�)�:�� �Ü�)�¢�)�� �¢�)���¢�¿�N�·�)�"�� �A�¢�{�o�� �"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·�� �®�)�q�)�B�þ�f�)�ª�)�� �Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�·�N�{�q�ª����
���)���o�þ�q���Ü�I�{�o���q�)�Ü�ª�Ÿ�þ�Ÿ�)�¢�ª���¢�)�A�)�¢�¢�)�"���·�{���þ�ª���9�·�I�)���Û�N�f�f�þ�B�)�����I�N�)�A�:���#�æ�·�¢�)���)�¢�B���‘�•�•�“�þ����
�‘�•�•�“���$�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �d�)�þ�q�� ���N�þ�o���� �þ�� �¢�)�ª�N�"�)�q�·�� �{�A�� �'�þ�c�þ�¢���� �þ�� �`�)�Ü�)�f�)�¢�� �þ�q�"�� �Ÿ�¢�{�Ÿ�)�¢�·�â�� �{�Ü�q�)�¢��
�Ü�I�{�� �þ�f�ª�{�� �Ÿ�þ�¢�·�N���N�Ÿ�þ�·�)�"�� �N�q�� �f�{���þ�f�� �Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���ª���� ���N�þ�o�� �I�þ�"�� �·�þ�c�)�q�� �Ÿ�þ�¢�·�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �•�˜�•�•��
�à�{�¢�f�"���/�á�I�N���N�·�N�{�q���N�q���£�þ�¢�N�ª�����£�¢�{�A�)�ª�ª�{�¢���þ�q�"���o�)�"�N�þ���ª���I�{�f�þ�¢���/�ª�Ÿ�)�q���æ�·�¢�)���)�¢�B���ª�¿�B-
�B�)�ª�·�ª���·�I�þ�·�����N�þ�o���A�¿�q���·�N�{�q�)�"���þ�ª���þ�q���)�o�Ÿ�f�{�â�)�¢���{�¢���o�þ�q�þ�B�)�¢���A�{�¢���·�I�)���¿�q�N�"�)�q�·�N���)�"��
�®�)�q�)�B�þ�f�)�ª�)�������)�ª�)���)�f�)�o�)�q�·�ª���A�¿�¢�·�I�)�¢���¢�)�Û�)�þ�f���·�I�)�����{�o�Ÿ�f�)�á���q�þ�·�¿�¢�)���{�A�����f�þ���c���¢�)�Ÿ-
�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�þ�·�N�{�q���N�q���t�{�¢�Ü�þ�â���+���N�q���•�˜�•�“���þ�ª���Ü�)�f�f���þ�ª���N�q���‘�•�•�“��

���)�� �)�á�·�)�q�·�� �·�{�� �Ü�I�N���I�� �·�I�)�� � �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)�� �ß�N�f�f�þ�B�)�� �)�á�I�N���N�·�N�{�q�� �N�q�� �•�˜�•�“�� �Ÿ�¢�{�Û�N�"�)�"��
Norwegians new insights into how Africans lived or merely reinforced racial 
�ª�·�)�¢�)�{�·�â�Ÿ�)�ª���þ�q�"���N�"�)�þ�ª���þ���{�¿�·���þ���¢�þ���N�þ�f���I�N�)�¢�þ�¢���I�â���N�ª���I�N�B�I�f�â���"�)���þ�·�þ���f�)�������)���Ÿ�¿��-
lic’s reactions ranged from curiosity and excitement to discomfort and dis-
gust. For example, some spectators seemed surprised or fascinated by the 
similarities between the demeanor of African and European children, while 
�A�{�¢���{�·�I�)�¢�ª���·�I�)���)�á�I�N���N�·�N�{�q�����{�q���¢�o�)�"���·�I�)���q�{�·�N�{�q���{�A�����A�¢�N���þ�q���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���þ�q�"�����¿�f�·�¿�¢�)��
as primitive and inferior to civilized Europeans. 

���)���•�˜�•�“���`�¿���N�f�)�)���)�á�I�N���N�·�N�{�q���·�{�{�c���Ÿ�f�þ���)���N�q���·�I�)���·�I�)�q�����þ�Ÿ�N�·�þ�f���f�¢�N�ª�·�N�þ�q�N�þ�����Ü�I�N���I��
�f�þ�·�)�¢���Ü�þ�ª���¢�)�q�þ�o�)�"���•�ª�f�{�����������{�o�o�N�·�·�)�)���A�{�¿�q�"�)�"���N�q���•�˜�•�—���I�þ�"���þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�f�N�)�"���A�{�¢���A�¿�q�"�ª��
�A�¢�{�o���Ÿ�þ�¢�f�N�þ�o�)�q�·���þ�q�"���·�I�)���f�¢�N�ª�·�N�þ�q�N�þ���o�¿�q�N���N�Ÿ�þ�f�N�·�â���������·�{�·�þ�f�����¿�"�B�)�·���{�A���‘���—�”�•���•�•�•��
�t�•�f �š�™���Ü�þ�ª���þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�¢�{�Û�)�"���·�{���A�¿�q�"���·�I�)���)�á�I�N���N�·�N�{�q�����Ü�I�N���I�����{�Û�)�¢�)�"���“�•���•�•�•�•���ª�¡�¿�þ�¢�)��
�o�)�·�)�¢�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �N�q���f�¿�"�)�"�� �ª�N�á�� �·�I�)�o�þ�·�N���� �"�)�Ÿ�þ�¢�·�o�)�q�·�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �•�˜�� �ª�)���·�N�{�q�ª�� �#�N�þ�o�o�)�¢��
�•�˜�‘�—���� �“�•�’�+�•�“�$���� ���)�� �B�{�Û�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·�� �þ�q�"�� �f�¢�N�ª�·�N�þ�q�N�þ�� �o�¿�q�N���N�Ÿ�þ�f�N�·�â�� ���{�q�·�¢�N���¿�·�)�"��
�”�•�•���•�•�•�� �t�•�f�� �þ�q�"�� �’�•�•���•�•�•�� �t�•�f�� �¢�)�ª�Ÿ�)���·�N�Û�)�f�â���� �Ü�I�N�f�)�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�¢�ª�� �I�{�Ÿ�)�"�� �·�{��
�¢�þ�N�ª�)���þ�q���þ�"�"�N�·�N�{�q�þ�f���—�•�•���•�•�•���t�•�f���·�I�¢�{�¿�B�I���þ���f�{�·�·�)�¢�â���þ�q�"���·�N���c�)�·���ª�þ�f�)�ª���#�N���N�"���$���š�š 
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sparked debates with antiracism organizations. In recreating this critical event, 
Fadlabi and Cuzner’s project sought to raise important questions about Black 
and African representation in Norway, the country’s relationship to colonial 
�I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â�����þ�q�"���"�N�ª���{�¿�¢�ª�)�ª���þ���{�¿�·���¢�þ���N�ª�o���N�q���•�˜�•�“���þ�q�"���‘�•�•�“�������)�â���þ�f�ª�{���{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�"���·�I�)��
conference “European Attraction Unlimited,” which assembled experts and 
researchers in art and African history to probe the historical context of race, 
�N�q�)�¡�¿�þ�f�N�·�â���� �þ�q�"�� �¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�þ�·�N�{�q�� �ª�¿�¢�¢�{�¿�q�"�N�q�B�� �·�I�)�� � �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)�� �ß�N�f�f�þ�B�)�� �Ÿ�¢�{�`�)���·�ª����
���)�o�)�ª�� �N�q���f�¿�"�)�"�� ���A�¢�{���)�q�·�¢�N���� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N���þ�f�� �Ÿ�)�¢�ª�Ÿ�)���·�N�Û�)�ª���� �o�þ�·�)�¢�N�þ�f�� ���{�q�"�N�·�N�{�q�ª�� �·�I�þ�·��
enabled imperialism, ideologies of racial hierarchy, and the problematic indus-
try surrounding human zoos or exhibitions that showcased indigenous peoples 
and traditions as “exotic” and “primitive” for white spectators.

���)�� �þ�¢�·�N�ª�·�ª�� ���{�q���)�N�Û�)�"�� �·�I�)�� �Ÿ�¢�{�`�)���·�� �þ�ª�� �þ�� �Ÿ�¿���f�N���� �"�N�þ�f�{�B�¿�)�� �þ�q�"�� �)�á�Ÿ�)�¢�N�o�)�q�·��
that would address historical patterns of injustice and asymmetrical power 
�¢�)�f�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�����)�·�Ü�)�)�q�����A�¢�N���þ���þ�q�"���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)���þ�q�"���·�I�)�N�¢���Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�������N�ª�����¢�)�þ�·�)�"���þ�q��
opportunity to question the material conditions and power relations that 
�ª�I�þ�Ÿ�)�"�� �Ÿ�)�¢���)�Ÿ�·�N�{�q�ª�� �{�A�� �¢�þ���N�ª�o�� �þ�q�"�� �¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�þ�·�N�{�q�� �N�q�� �•�˜�•�“�� �þ�q�"�� �‘�•�•�“���� �N�þ�"��
�¿�q�"�)�¢�ª�·�þ�q�"�N�q�B�ª���þ�q�"���Ÿ�¢�þ���·�N���)�ª���{�A���¢�þ���N�ª�o�����9�{�·�I�)�¢�N�q�B���:���þ�q�"���)�á�{�·�N�����þ�·�N�{�q���¢�)�þ�f�f�â��
���I�þ�q�B�)�"���þ�·���þ�f�f�����¼�{���ª�þ�â���·�I�þ�·���F�þ�"�f�þ���N���þ�q�"��� �¿�ì�q�)�¢�<�ª���Ÿ�¢�{�`�)���·���)�q�B�þ�B�)�"���·�I�)���Ÿ�¿���f�N����
is an understatement. Reactions ranged from amusement and curiosity, to 
concern, irritation, and provocation. Critics questioned whether a reenact-
�o�)�q�·���{�A���þ���¢�þ���N�ª�·���ª�Ÿ�)���·�þ���f�)�����{�¿�f�"���)�ò�A�)���·�N�Û�)�f�â���þ�¢�·�N���¿�f�þ�·�)���þ�����¢�N�·�N�¡�¿�)���{�A���¢�þ���N�ª�o���N�q��
�·�I�)���Ÿ�þ�ª�·���þ�q�"���·�I�)���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�����•�·�I�)�¢�ª���þ�¢�B�¿�)�"���·�I�þ�·���þ�q�â���¢�)�)�q�þ���·�o�)�q�·���{�¢���¢�)�Ÿ�f�N���þ���{�A��
�·�I�)���•�˜�•�“��� �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)���ß�N�f�f�þ�B�)�����{�¿�f�"���N�q�þ�"�Û�)�¢�·�)�q�·�f�â���¢�)�N�q�A�{�¢���)���¢�þ���N�ª�·���þ�·�·�N�·�¿�"�)�ª���þ�q�"��
�ª�·�)�¢�)�{�·�â�Ÿ�)�ª���#���A�����f�I�þ�q�.�œ�ª�·�¢�)�o���‘�•�•�“�$��

���q�{�·�I�)�¢���Ÿ�)�¢�ª�Ÿ�)���·�N�Û�)���Ü�þ�ª���·�I�þ�·���·�I�)���Ÿ�¢�{�`�)���·���o�N�B�I�·���I�þ�Û�)�����)�q�)���·�)�"���A�¢�{�o���·�I�)��
use of more archival evidence and information about the “villagers” in the 
�•�˜�•�“���)�á�I�N���N�·�N�{�q�����æ�·�¢�)���)�¢�B�����A�{�¢���)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)�����q�{�·�)�"���·�I�þ�·���·�I�)���•�˜�•�“��� �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)���ß�N�f�f�þ�B�)��
was part of a broader tradition of public display and information dissemi-
�q�þ�·�N�{�q���#�æ�·�¢�)���)�¢�B���‘�•�•�“���$�������)���•�˜�•�“���`�¿���N�f�)�)���)�á�I�N���N�·�N�{�q���Ÿ�¢�{�B�¢�þ�o���þ�f�ª�{���A�)�þ�·�¿�¢�)�"���þ��
�ª�o�þ�f�f���A�þ�¢�o���{�Ÿ�)�¢�þ�·�)�"�����â���·�I�)���f�þ�f���â���A�þ�o�N�f�â�����t�{�¢�Ü�)�B�N�þ�q���A�þ�¢�o�)�¢�ª���A�¢�{�o���r�N�"�·�ª�c�{-
�B�)�q���q�)�þ�¢���d�)�ª�ª�I�)�N�o���#�æ�·�¢�)���)�¢�B���‘�•�•�“�þ�$�����S�q���·�I�N�ª���ª�)�q�ª�)�������{�·�I���·�I�)��� �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)���9�Û�N�f�f�þ�B-
�)�¢�ª�<�<���þ�q�"���·�I�)���t�{�¢�Ü�)�B�N�þ�q���A�þ�¢�o�)�¢�ª���Ü�)�¢�)���I�¿�o�þ�q���)�á�I�N���N�·�ª�������)���t�{�¢�Ü�)�B�N�þ�q���A�þ�o-
ily, however, was part of the agriculture and industry presentation, located 
inside the main exhibition area, and intended to illustrate Norwegian farm-
�N�q�B�� �o�)�·�I�{�"�ª���� �S�q�� ���{�q�·�¢�þ�ª�·���� �·�I�)�� � �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)�� �ß�N�f�f�þ�B�)�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �Ÿ�þ�¢�·�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �)�q�·�)�¢�·�þ�N�q-
ment department, separated from the “serious” exhibitions and located 
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outside the entrance. Promoting European superiority, it was designed as a 
contrasting showcase of “exotic” people and culture from Africa.

�/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q�� ���·�·�¢�þ���·�N�{�q�� �Ã�q�f�N�o�N�·�)�"�� �þ�q�"�� �N�·�ª�� �‘�•�•�“�� � �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)�� �ß�N�f�f�þ�B�)�� �Ÿ�¢�{�`�)���·��
were a critical event, not only because they engaged the public in an import-
ant debate about racism and representation in Norway. Some of the most 
outspoken critics of the project were individuals from the Black community 
who feared that the mere replication of such a dehumanizing spectacle might 
retraumatize their members, not to mention delight anti-Black racists. As the 
�)�"�N�·�{�¢�N�þ�f�� �Ü�¢�N�·�·�)�q�� ���â�� �t�þ�ì�q�)�)�q�� �f�I�þ�q�.�œ�ª�·�¢�)�o�� �ª�¿�B�B�)�ª�·�)�"���� �þ�o�N�"�� �·�I�)�� �Ÿ�)�¢�ª�N�ª�·�)�q�·��
denial of racism in Norway, the complicated debate among Norwegians of 
African descent – and the, at times, uncomfortable majority–minority inter-
�þ���·�N�{�q���+���·�I�)��� �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)���ß�N�f�f�þ�B�)���Ü�þ�ª���þ���9�o�)�q�·�þ�f���ª�·�þ�·�)�:���#�f�I�þ�q�.�œ�ª�·�¢�)�o���‘�•�•�“�$�������)��
art project was designed to mobilize taboos, stereotypes, and discomfort 
that obscure racism and inequality. Inadvertently, perhaps, the project also 
�¢�)�Û�)�þ�f�)�"���·�I�)�����{�o�Ÿ�f�)�á�N�·�â���{�A�����f�þ���c���•�ª�f�{���+���N�·�ª���ª���þ�¢�ª�����Û�¿�f�q�)�¢�þ���N�f�N�·�N�)�ª�����þ�q�"�����{�o�Ÿ�)�·-
ing self-images. 

�F�O�C�À�£�*���‘���Ž�����r�|�J�ÿ�p�*�#�����g�O���F�ÿ�#�g�ÿ���O���ÿ�r�#���h�ÿ�£�«��� �À�í�r�*�£�9�«���6� �|�r�C�|�g�*�«�*���ß�O�g�g�ÿ�C�*�7���£�*���£�*�ÿ�¸�*�#���O�r���F�£�|�C�r�*�£��
�£�ÿ�£�d���O�r���Ž�Œ�•�•�����®�|�À�£���*�����J�¸�¸� �«���������|�p�p�|�r�«���Ý�O�d�O�p�*�#�O�ÿ���|�£�C���Ý�O�d�O���F�O�g�*���f�|�r�C�|�g�ÿ�r�#�«���ã�*�r���Ž�Œ�•�•���d�£�G����
�£�J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J�������a�™�£�r��� �J�£�O�«�¸�O�ÿ�r���¼�™�£�£�O�«�«�*�r�	���Ž�Œ�•�•

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kongolandsbyen_2014.JPG
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�S�q���r�þ�â���‘�•�•�“���� �þ�ü�·�)�¢���o�¿���I�� ���{�q�·�¢�{�Û�)�¢�ª�â���þ�q�"���"�)���þ�·�)���� �·�I�)�� �þ�¢�·�N�ª�·�ª�� �¢�)���{�q�ª�·�¢�¿���·�)�"��
�·�I�)�N�¢�� �o�{�"�)�f�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� � �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)�� �ß�N�f�f�þ�B�)�� �þ�·�� �·�I�)�� �ª�N�·�)�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �•�˜�•�“�� �Û�N�f�f�þ�B�)�� ���þ�o�Ÿ�¿�ª��
�N�q���F�¢�{�B�q�)�¢�����S�q�ª�·�)�þ�"���{�A���Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�·�N�q�B���·�I�)���¢�)���¢�)�þ�·�)�"��� �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)���ß�N�f�f�þ�B�)���Ü�N�·�I�����A�¢�N-
can bodies, before the opening, the artists had published an open call for 
�Û�{�f�¿�q�·�)�)�¢�ª���·�{���Ÿ�þ�¢�·�N���N�Ÿ�þ�·�)���N�q���·�I�)���Û�N�f�f�þ�B�)�����â���"�N�ª�Ÿ�f�þ�â�N�q�B���·�I�)�o�ª�)�f�Û�)�ª�����à�I�)�q���·�I�)��
artists opened the attraction, the public became both collective spectators 
�þ�q�"�� �ª�Ÿ�)���·�þ���f�)���� �þ�ª�� �N�q�"�N�Û�N�"�¿�þ�f�ª�� �Ü�)�¢�)�� �f�)�ü�·�� �·�{�� �Ÿ�{�q�"�)�¢�� �)�þ���I�� �{�·�I�)�¢�<�ª�� ���¿�¢�N�{�¿�ª�� �þ�q�"��
“othering gazes.” In this way, Cuzner and Fadlabi further engaged the public 
in antiracist and postcolonial debates by creating a new spectacle that ques-
tioned existing understandings of what it means to perpetuate and chal-
lenge racism in the past and the present.

Colonial Innocence and Cultural Contestation 

Power structures, material conditions, and sociopolitical factors have also 
�N�q�ô �f�¿�)�q���)�"�� ���¢�{�þ�"�)�¢�� �ª�{���N�þ�f�� �Ÿ�¢�{���)�ª�ª�)�ª���� �ª�¿���I�� �þ�ª�� �Ÿ�¿���f�N���� �"�)���þ�·�)�� �þ�q�"�� �c�q�{�Ü�f�)�"�B�)��
�Ÿ�¢�{�"�¿���·�N�{�q�������)�����{�q�ª�·�¢�¿���·�N�{�q���þ�q�"���Ÿ�¢�{�"�¿���·�N�{�q���{�A���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N���þ�f���q�þ�¢�¢�þ�·�N�Û�)�ª�����o�{�q-
�¿�o�)�q�·�ª�����þ�q�"���o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f���ª�N�·�)�ª���þ�¢�)���o�þ�q�N�A�)�ª�·�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���{�A���·�I�)�ª�)���Ÿ�¢�{���)�ª�ª�)�ª���#�¼�¢�{�¿�N�f�f�{�·��
�•�˜�˜�”���� �h�{�Ü�� �‘�•�•�•�$���� �S�q�� �Ÿ�¿���f�N���� �"�N�ª���{�¿�¢�ª�)�ª���� �o�þ�q�â�� ���{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â�� �f�)�þ�"�)�¢�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �þ���·�N�Û-
�N�ª�·�ª���I�þ�Û�)���þ�"�"�¢�)�ª�ª�)�"���"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·���c�N�q�"�ª���{�A���Ÿ�{�Ü�)�¢���þ�q�"���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N���þ�f���Ÿ�¢�{���)�ª�ª�)�ª���A�¢�{�o��
the perspectives of minorities and People of African, Asian, and Caribbean 
�'�)�ª���)�q�·�����¼�þ�c�)�����A�{�¢���)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)�����I�¿�o�þ�q���¢�N�B�I�·�ª���þ���·�N�Û�N�ª�·���þ�q�"�����¿�f�·�¿�¢�þ�f�����¢�N�·�N�����f�I�þ�f�N�"��
Salimi’s book���¦�þ�ª�N�ª�o�)�q�ª���¦�˜�·�·�)�¢�����'�þ���¦�þ�ª�N�ª�o�)���f�{�o���¼�N�f���t�{�¢�B�)��(���)���¦�{�{�·�ª���{�A���¦�þ���N�ª�o����
�à�I�)�q���¦�þ���N�ª�o��� �þ�o�)���·�{���t�{�¢�Ü�þ�â�$���#�•�˜�—�–�$�����N�)���"�N�ª���¿�ª�ª�)�ª���I�{�Ü���¢�þ���N�ª�o�����"�)���q�N�·�N�{�q�þ�f��
power, and representation can be understood in relation to broader histories 
of European colonialism, extremist ideologies such as fascism and Nazism, 
as well as global inequality. In �r�þ�q�B�A�{�f�"�� �{�B�� �h�N�c�)�Û�)�¢�" (�'�N�Û�)�¢�ª�N�·�â�� �þ�q�"�� �/�¡�¿�þ�f�N�·�â) 
�#�®�þ�f�N�o�N���•�˜�˜�•�$�����®�þ�f�N�o�N�����þ���A�{�¢�o�)�¢���f�)�þ�"�)�¢���{�A���·�I�)���t�{�¢�Ü�)�B�N�þ�q��� �)�q�·�¢�)�����B�þ�N�q�ª�·���¦�þ��-
�N�ª�o���#�•�˜�—�’�+�˜�—�$�����)�q�B�þ�B�)�ª���â�{�¿�q�B�)�¢���¢�)�þ�"�)�¢�ª���N�q���þ���"�N�ª���¿�ª�ª�N�{�q���þ���{�¿�·���¢�þ���)���¢�)�f�þ�·�N�{�q�ª��
in Norway, citing the need for knowledge grounded in respect for human 
dignity.

� �{�q�ª�N�"�)�¢�����A�{�¢���)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)�����·�I�þ�·���Ü�I�N�f�)���ª���N�)�q�·�N�ª�·��� �þ�¢�f���Û�{�q���h�N�q�q�*���"�)�Û�)�f�{�Ÿ�)�"���I�N�ª��
perspectives on the racial categories of �N�{�o�{���ª�þ�Ÿ�N�)�q�ª���ª�þ�Ÿ�N�)�q�ª, the world was 
engaged in lucrative triangular economic activities – enslavement that traf-
�����c�)�"�����A�¢�N���þ�q�ª���þ�q�"���·�¢�þ�"�)�"���B�{�{�"�ª�����)�·�Ü�)�)�q�����A�¢�N���þ�����·�I�)�����o�)�¢�N���þ�ª�������·�I�)��� �þ�¢�N��-
���)�þ�q�����þ�q�"���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�������F�¢�{�o���·�I�)���¦�)�A�{�¢�o�þ�·�N�{�q���N�q���•�”�’�•���¿�q�·�N�f���•�—�•�“�����t�{�¢�Ü�þ�â���Ü�þ�ª���Ÿ�þ�¢�·��
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�{�A���·�I�)�� �'�þ�q�N�ª�I�� �/�o�Ÿ�N�¢�)���� �Ü�I�N���I�� ���¿�N�f�·�� �·�I�)�� � �I�¢�N�ª�·�N�þ�q�ª���{�¢�B���A�{�¢�·���� �q�{�Ü�����þ�f�f�)�"�� �•�ª�¿��
� �þ�ª�·�f�)���N�q���·�I�)�����¿�¢�¢�)�q�·�����N�·�â���{�A���������¢�þ�����G�I�þ�q�þ�������)�·�Ü�)�)�q���•�•�”�˜���þ�q�"���•�•�•�•�������·�����¢�ª�·�����·�I�N�ª��
stronghold became the seat of the Danish governor, who oversaw the colo-
nized peoples and land on the so-called Gold Coast, but later the fort became 
�þ�q���N�o�Ÿ�{�¢�·�þ�q�·���ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·���Ÿ�{�N�q�·���A�{�¢���)�q�ª�f�þ�Û�)�o�)�q�·�������)���·�Ü�N�q���c�N�q�B�"�{�o���{�A���'�)�q�o�þ�¢�c��
and Norway was active with its route between Christiansborg on the Gold 
Coast of Africa and the Caribbean colonies, now known as Saint Croix and 
�·�I�)���Ã�®���ß�N�¢�B�N�q���S�ª�f�þ�q�"�ª�������¿�·���A�{�¢�o�)�¢�f�â�����þ�f�f�)�"���·�I�)���'�þ�q�N�ª�I���à�)�ª�·���S�q�"�N�)�ª��

As part of Denmark–Norway, many Norwegian residents and regions 
�)�q�B�þ�B�)�"���N�q���þ�q�"�����)�q�)���·�)�"���A�¢�{�o���·�I�)���)�q�ª�f�þ�Û�)�o�)�q�·���þ�q�"���·�¢�þ�ò�����c�N�q�B���{�A�����A�¢�N���þ�q�ª��
during this period. In the 17th century, the Bergen businessman Jørgen 
���{�¢�o�˜�I�f�)�q���#�•�•�“�•�+�•�–�•�—�$���N�q�Û�)�ª�·�)�"���N�q���·�I�)�����N�·�â�<�ª���ª�I�N�Ÿ�Ÿ�N�q�B���)���{�q�{�o�â���þ�q�"�����)���þ�o�)��
the largest ship owner and industrialist in the country. His good relations 
�Ü�N�·�I���'�)�q�o�þ�¢�c�<�ª���f�N�q�B��� �I�¢�N�ª�·�N�þ�q���ß���f�)�"���·�{�����{�¢�o�˜�I�f�)�q�<�ª���þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�N�q�·�o�)�q�·���þ�ª�����{�o-
�o�)�¢���)�� �"�N�¢�)���·�{�¢�� �#�o�N�q�N�ª�·�)�¢�� �{�A�� �·�¢�þ�"�)�$�� �N�q�� �•�•�—�‘���� ���{�¢�o�˜�I�f�)�q�� �o�þ�q�þ�B�)�"�� �þ�f�f���·�¢�þ�"�)��
with the Danish–Norwegian colonies in the Caribbean between approxi-
�o�þ�·�)�f�â���•�•�˜�•���þ�q�"���•�–�•�•���#�r�þ�¢�"�þ�f���þ�q�"���F�{�ª�ª�)�q���‘�•�‘�•�$�����S�·���N�ª���ª�þ�N�"���·�I�þ�·�����)���þ�¿�ª�)���{�A���·�I�N�ª��
�)���{�q�{�o�N���� �ª�â�ª�·�)�o���� �·�I�)�� �Ÿ�)�¢�N�{�"�� �•�–�–�•�+�—�˜�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �þ�� �I�)�â�"�þ�â�� �A�{�¢�� �'�)�q�o�þ�¢�c�+�t�{�¢�Ü�þ�â����
�N�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢�����·�I�)���þ���{�f�N�·�N�{�q���{�A���·�I�)���·�¢�þ�"�)���N�q���)�q�ª�f�þ�Û�)�"�����A�¢�N���þ�q�ª���N�q���•�–�˜�‘���Ü�þ�ª���q�{�·���·�I�)��
�)�q�"���{�A���)�q�ª�f�þ�Û�)�o�)�q�·�����N�·���·�{�{�c���¿�q�·�N�f���•�—�“�—���A�{�¢���N�·���·�{�����)���þ���{�f�N�ª�I�)�"���N�q���·�I�)�N�¢�����{�f�{�q�N�)�ª��

���)�¢�)�� �N�ª�� �þ�o�Ÿ�f�)�� �ª���I�{�f�þ�¢�ª�I�N�Ÿ�� �þ�q�"�� �þ�¢���I�N�Û�þ�f�� �)�Û�N�"�)�q���)�� �·�{�� �q�¿�þ�q���)�� �þ�q�"�� �)�Û�)�q��
refute notions of Norwegian colonial innocence, which underpin many deni-
als of racism and the historical conditions of inequality that the Benjamin 
�N�)�¢�o�þ�q�ª�)�q�����¿�ª�·���þ�q�"���¦�¿�·�I���¦�)�)�ª�)�ª���£�f�þ�ª�ª���þ�"�"�¢�)�ª�ª���#�·�{�����)���"�N�ª���¿�ª�ª�)�"���f�þ�·�)�¢�$�����¼�Ü�{��
�N�o�Ÿ�{�¢�·�þ�q�·�� �)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)�ª�� �þ�¢�)�� ���)�¢�B�)�q�.���þ�ª�)�"�� �`�{�¿�¢�q�þ�f�N�ª�·�� � �f�þ�¿�ª�� �F�þ�ª�·�N�q�B�<�ª���#�•�–�“�•�+�˜�•�$��
anti-slavery writings and the works of activists of the Sámi movement, 
�ª�¿���I���þ�ª���/�f�ª�þ���h�þ�¿�f�þ���¦�)�q���)�¢�B���#�•�—�–�–�+�•�˜�’�•�$���þ�q�"���f�þ�¢�N�q���®�·�)�q���)�¢�B���#�•�—�—�“�+�•�˜�•�˜�$���A�¢�{�o��
the southern Sámi-speaking region of Sweden. As historian Aina Nøding 
explained, in the Danish–Norwegian and European context, Fasting was an 
early and unreserved opponent of enslavement, even though – or perhaps 
���)���þ�¿�ª�)���+���I�)���I�þ�"���¢�)�f�þ�·�N�Û�)�ª���þ�q�"���A�¢�N�)�q�"�ª���Ü�I�{���Ÿ�¢�{���·�)�"���B�¢�)�þ�·�f�â���A�¢�{�o���ª�¿�B�þ�¢���Ÿ�f�þ�q-
�·�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���N�q���·�I�)��� �þ�¢�N�����)�þ�q���#�ª�)�)���t�˜�"�N�q�B���‘�•�•�—�����‘�•�•�+�”�$�����S�q���•�–�–�—�����F�þ�ª�·�N�q�B���¿�ª�)�"���I�N�ª��
magazine �£�¢�{�Û�N�q�ì�N�þ�f���f�þ�"�) (Bergen, 1778–81) to argue against enslavement 
and to directly oppose the excuses of Danish and religious authorities, both 
in articles and through translations of stories of enslavement and the trading 
of Africans. 
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�F�¿�¢�·�I�)�¢�o�{�¢�)�����q�)�Ü�ª�Ÿ�þ�Ÿ�)�¢���þ�q�q�{�¿�q���)�o�)�q�·�ª���A�¢�{�o���·�I�)���•�—�·�I�����)�q�·�¿�¢�â�����{�q���¢�o��
the presence of enslaved Africans and Caribbeans living in Norway with 
their Danish and Norwegian enslavers who had returned from the Dan-
�N�ª�I�+�t�{�¢�Ü�)�B�N�þ�q�����{�f�{�q�N�)�ª���þ�q�"���·�I�)���Ã�q�N�·�)�"���f�N�q�B�"�{�o�����•�q���®�)�Ÿ�·�)�o���)�¢���—�����•�–�–�–�����·�I�)��
year before Fasting published his antiracist writings, a baptismal announce-
ment for a Black woman called “Christine” or “Juliana Maria” appeared in 
the newspaper ���)�¢�B�)�q�ª�����"�¢�)�ª�ª�)���{�q�·�{�N�¢�ª���/�ý �·�)�¢�¢�)�·�q�N�q�B�)�¢�����9���N�ª���t�)�B�¢�{�����)�f�{�q�B�ª���·�{��
�r�þ�"���� �'�N�ª���I�N�q�B�·�I�¿�q�� �Ü�I�{�� ���¢�{�¿�B�I�·�� �I�)�¢�� �A�¢�{�o�� �·�I�)�� �à�)�ª�·�� �S�q�"�N�)�ª�� �·�{�� �·�I�N�ª�� �Ÿ�f�þ���)���:�š�› 
About ten years before Fasting’s publication, the merchant frigate �F�¢�)�"�)�q�ª-
���{�¢�B had already sailed from Accra to Saint Croix with a cargo that consisted 
of 265 Africans. Sugar, tobacco, mahogany, and ivory were in the hold when 
the ship sank on December 1, 1768 at Gitmertangen at the eastern end of 
�·�I�)�� �N�ª�f�þ�q�"�� �{�A�� �¼�¢�{�o�˜�â�� �N�q�� �t�{�¢�Ü�þ�â���� ���)�� �Ü�¢�)���c�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �A�{�¿�q�"�� �N�q�� ���¿�B�¿�ª�·�� �•�˜�–�“���� ���)��
examples above demonstrate Norway’s role in enslavement and colonization, 
which can also be framed as a broader issue of social justice and part of the 
symbolic landscape of Black representation and history. 

Many Norwegians do not regard Norway as a former colonist state 
because it was part of the Danish Empire. Moreover, there are no identi-
���)�"�� �"�N�¢�)���·�� �"�)�ª���)�q�"�þ�q�·�ª�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �'�þ�q�N�ª�I�+�t�{�¢�Ü�)�B�N�þ�q�� ���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�� �Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�� �N�q��
�t�{�¢�Ü�þ�â���� �•�q���·�I�)�� ���{�q�·�¢�þ�¢�â���� �·�I�)�¢�)�� �N�ª���þ���ª�·�¢�{�q�B�����)�f�N�)�A���·�I�þ�·�� �9�t�{�¢�Ü�þ�â���N�ª�� �ª�{�� �I�N�B�I�f�â��
valued in the world because we have no colonial past,” as former prime min-
�N�ª�·�)�¢���þ�q�"�����¿�¢�¢�)�q�·���ª�)���¢�)�·�þ�¢�â���B�)�q�)�¢�þ�f���{�A���t���¼�•���d�)�q�ª���®�·�{�f�·�)�q���)�¢�B���ª�·�þ�·�)�"���N�q���‘�•�•�’��
�#�¼�Û�)�N�·���‘�•�‘�•�$�������ª���ª�{���N�þ�f���þ�q�·�I�¢�{�Ÿ�{�f�{�B�N�ª�·���h�þ�¿�¢�N�)���r���S�q�·�{�ª�I���q�{�·�)�ª�����9�!�¼�"�I�)���q�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f��
self-image disregards the history of Norwegian maritime involvement in 
the transatlantic slave trade during Denmark–Norway’s participation in 
���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���)�á�Ÿ�þ�q�ª�N�{�q�:���#�‘�•�•�”�����’�•�‘�$�����æ�)�·�����o�þ�q�â�����{�q�·�)�o�Ÿ�{�¢�þ�¢�â���N�"�)�þ�ª���þ���{�¿�·���A�¿�q�"�þ-
mental Norwegian self-image, values, and national cultural identity relate to 
�N�"�)�þ�ª���þ�q�"���·�¢�þ�"�N�·�N�{�q�ª���A�¢�{�o���·�I�)���•�˜�·�I�����)�q�·�¿�¢�â���#�G�¿�f�f�)�ª�·�þ�"���‘�•�•�“�����•�˜�‘�$�����9�t�{�¢�Ü�)�B�N�þ�q��
�q�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f���N�"�)�q�·�N�·�â���¿�ª�)�"���·�{�����)���"�)���q�)�"���N�q�����{�q�·�¢�þ�ª�·���·�{���'�þ�q�)�ª�����®�Ü�)�"�)�ª�����þ�q�"���{�·�I�)�¢��
Europeans who were white,” according to social anthropologist Gullestad 
�#�N���N�"�������•�˜�’�$�����9�t�{�Ü�����)�N�q�B���Ü�I�N�·�)���I�þ�ª�����)���{�o�)���þ���o�{�¢�)���Ÿ�¢�{�q�{�¿�q���)�"���"�N�o�)�q�ª�N�{�q���{�A��
being Norwegian” (ibid.). In this regard, race, descent, and national self-im-
�þ�B�)�� �¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�� �o�¿�·�¿�þ�f�f�â�� �¢�)�A�)�¢�)�q�·�N�þ�f�� ���¿�·�� �ª�I�N�ü�·�N�q�B�� �N�"�)�þ�ª���� �F�¿�¢�·�I�)�¢�o�{�¢�)���� �·�I�)�¢�)��

�µ�¶�� ���¼�J�*���r�|�¸�O���*���£�*�B�*�£�«���¸�|���¸�J�*���Ý�|�p�ÿ�r���ÿ�«���ÿ���6negerinde�7���r�ÿ�p�*�#��� �J�£�O�«�¸�O�r�*�	���Ý�J�|���O�«�����ÿ� �¸�O�í�*�#���ÿ�«���d�À�g�O�+
�ÿ�r�ÿ���r�ÿ�£�O�ÿ�����6�'�*�r�r�*���t�*�C�*�£�O�r�#�*���¸�O�g�J�™�£�*�£���r�ÿ�#�����'�O�«���J�O�r�C�¸�J�À�r�	���«�|�p���B�™�£�¸�*���J�*�r�r�*���p�*�#���«�O�C���B�£�ÿ��
�ß�*�«�¸�+�S�r�#�O�*�r���J�*�£���¸�O�g���®�¸�*�#�*�¸�	�7�����*�£�C�*�r�«�����#�£�*�«�«�*���|�r�¸�|�O�£�«���/�ü �¸�*�£�£�*�¸�r�O�r�C�*�£�	���®�*� �¸�*�p���*�£���”�	���•�“�“�“�	��� �����Ž��
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is more scholarship and archival evidence to muddy and even refute this 
notion of colonial innocence that underpins many denials of racism and the 
�I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N���þ�f�����{�q�"�N�·�N�{�q�ª���{�A���N�q�)�¡�¿�þ�f�N�·�â�������)�ª�)���Ÿ�¢�{���)�ª�ª�)�ª���þ�¢�)���þ�f�ª�{���Ÿ�þ�¢�·���{�A�����¿�f�·�¿�¢�þ�f��
contestations and the social constructions of space in the symbolic land-
�ª���þ�Ÿ�)���#���A�����h�{�Ü���‘�•�•�•�����¦�{�ª�ª���‘�•�•�–�����‘�•�•�˜�$��

���)���Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���þ�f���¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A�����f�þ���c���•�ª�f�{���N�ª���q�{�·���{�q�f�â���þ���{�¿�·���·�I�)���Ÿ�{�Ü�)�¢���·�{��
���I�þ�f�f�)�q�B�)�����"�)���q�)�����þ�q�"���"�N�ª�þ�B�¢�)�)���Ü�N�·�I���·�I�)���·�)�¢�o�ª���{�A�����)�f�{�q�B�N�q�B���N�q���ª�{���N�)�·�â���þ�q�"���N�q��
history. It also involves the ability to articulate and realize demands for Black 
historical representation. Even before the death of George Floyd, Bergen res-
�N�"�)�q�·�� �S�¢�)�q�)�� �f�N�q�¿�q�"�þ�� ���A�¢�N�â�N�)�� �þ�¢�·�N���¿�f�þ�·�)�"�� �·�I�N�ª�� �q�)�)�"�� �N�q�� �I�)�¢�� �)�"�N�·�{�¢�N�þ�f�� �9�t�{�¢�Ü�þ�â��
�t�)�)�"�ª���þ���;���f�þ���c���N�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���r�{�q�·�I���<�:���Ÿ�¿���f�N�ª�I�)�"���N�q���·�I�)���q�)�Ü�ª�Ÿ�þ�Ÿ�)�¢�����)�¢�B�)�q�ª���¼�N�"�)�q�"�) 
on February 28, 2020 (Afriyie 2020). “Norwegian history lacks, among other 
things, recognition of Africans who have been in Norway from the start,” she 
�Ü�¢�N�·�)�ª�������þ�·���N�ª�����·�I�)�����A�¢�N���þ�q���"�N�þ�ª�Ÿ�{�¢�þ���N�q���t�{�¢�Ü�þ�â���"�N�"���q�{�·�����)�B�N�q���Ü�N�·�I���o�{�"�)�¢�q��
immigration. Afriyie points out that enslavement and Norway’s role in colo-
�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q���þ�¢�)���þ�f�ª�{���Ÿ�þ�¢�·���{�A�����f�þ���c���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���N�q���t�{�¢�Ü�þ�â�������N�ª���A�¢�þ�o�N�q�B���{�A���t�{�¢�Ü�)�B�N�þ�q��
�I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â�� �þ�q�"�� ���f�þ���c�� �•�ª�f�{�� �þ�f�ª�{�� �N�q�ª�Ÿ�N�¢�)�"�� �æ�þ���{�¿���� � �N�ª�ª�*�� �þ�q�"�� ���q�q�� �F�þ�f�þ�I�þ�·�<�ª�� ���{�{�c��
���A�¢�N�c�þ�q�)�¢�)�� �N�� �t�{�¢�B�)�� �B�`�)�q�q�{�o�� �™�•�•�� ���¢��(���A�¢�N���þ�q�ª�� �N�q�� �t�{�¢�Ü�þ�â�� �·�I�¢�{�¿�B�I�{�¿�·�� �™�•�•�� �æ�)�þ�¢�ª) 
(2011).

In addition to the aforementioned memorials, street art depicting PAD 
is also an important contribution to the public arena and political repre-
�ª�)�q�·�þ�·�N�{�q���� �®�¿���ª�·�N�·�¿�·�)�ª�� �A�{�¢�� �{�ò�����N�þ�f�� �o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·�ª�� �þ�¢�)�� �ª�·�¢�þ�·�)�B�N���þ�f�f�â���f�{���þ�·�)�"�� �N�q��
�q�)�N�B�I���{�¢�I�{�{�"�ª�� �þ�ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�)�"�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q�·�� �Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�� �Ü�N�·�I�����A�¢�N���þ�q�� ���þ���c-
�B�¢�{�¿�q�"�ª�����S�q���•�ª�f�{�<�ª���¼�˜�â�)�q���q�)�N�B�I���{�¢�I�{�{�"�����A�{�¢���)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)�����·�I�)���o�¿�q�N���N�Ÿ�þ�f�N�·�â�����{�o-
missioned a mural by acclaimed artist Fadlabi. Fadlabi’s mural ���)���®�c�â�B�ª���·�I�)��
�h�N�o�N�·��(2016), located at Jens Bjelkes 63C, depicts a Somalian man with brown 
skin, wearing sporty sunglasses, dressed in an astronaut suit, and holding a 
�I�)�f�o�)�·���#���B�¿�¢�)���”���’�$�����S�q���N�q�·�)�¢�Û�N�)�Ü�ª�����·�I�)���þ�¢�·�N�ª�·���I�þ�ª���ª�·�þ�·�)�"���·�I�þ�·���I�)�����I�{�ª�)���þ�����f�þ���c��
�¢�{�f�)���o�{�"�)�f���A�{�¢���·�I�)���þ�¢�·�Ü�{�¢�c���·�{���N�q�ª�Ÿ�N�¢�)���·�I�)�����{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â�������)���o�¿�¢�þ�f���N�ª���·�I�)���þ�¢�·�N�ª�·�<�ª��
�o�)�ª�ª�þ�B�)���·�{���·�I�)���f�{���þ�f���â�{�¿�·�I�����9�f�N�"�ª�����N�A���â�{�¿���Ü�{�¢�c���I�þ�¢�"�����)�Û�)�¢�â�·�I�N�q�B���N�ª���Ÿ�{�ª�ª�N���f�)���:�š�œ 
Fadlabi’s work foregrounds the Black protagonist as a force of progress and 
�þ�¿�·�{�q�{�o�{�¿�ª�� �þ���·�N�{�q���� ���¿�ª���� �·�I�)�� �o�¿�¢�þ�f�� �Ÿ�)�¢�A�{�¢�o�ª�� �þ�� �o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·�þ�f�� �¢�{�f�)�� �N�q���·�I�)��
�Ÿ�¿���f�N�����ª�Ÿ�þ���)���þ�q�"���þ�ª���þ���I�{�o�þ�B�)���·�{�����f�þ���c���•�ª�f�{����

�µ�·�� ���S�r�¸�*�£�Ü�O�*�Ý�����ã���t�f���Ý�O�¸�J���ÿ�£�¸�O�«�¸���r�|�J�ÿ�p�*�#�����g�O���F�ÿ�#�g�ÿ���O���|�r���d�À�r�*�����Ž�	���Ž�Œ�•�’��� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���r�£�d���r�|��
�|�«�g�|�|�C�Ü�O�d�*�r���C�ÿ�¸�*�d�À�r�«�¸�+� �ÿ�+�¸�|�ã�*�r�+�•���•�Ž�•�”�Œ�•�‘�“�!
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�F�O�C�À�£�*���‘���•�����F�ÿ�#�g�ÿ���O�9�«���¼�J�*���®�d�ã�9�«���¸�J�*���h�O�p�O�¸��� �Ž�Œ�•�’�!�����£�J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J�����r�O���J�*�g�g�*���������¼�O�«�#�*�g�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�Ž

In her acclaimed book �¦�þ�ª�N�ª�o�)�q�ª���£�{�)�·�N�c�c���#�‘�•�•�˜�$�����þ�¿�·�I�{�¢�����ª�f�þ�o���Ÿ�{�)�·�����þ�q�"���)�"�¿-
cator Guro Jabulisile Sibeko addresses the importance of social categories 
and labels, describing “Black” and “Brown” bodies in Norway. By discussing 
the term melaninrik (melanin-rich), Sibeko illustrates the power of self-iden-
�·�N�����þ�·�N�{�q���þ�q�"���f�þ���)�f�N�q�B���þ�ª���)�q�B�þ�B�)�"���ª�{���N�þ�f���þ���·�N�{�q�������o�{�q�B���¢�)�f�)�Û�þ�q�·���Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�·�N�{�q�ª��
there is no consensus about which descriptive term is the best collective label 
�A�{�¢�����A�¢�N���þ�q���"�N�þ�ª�Ÿ�{�¢�þ���Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�����à�I�N�f�)���Ÿ�)�¢�ª�{�q�þ�f���)�á�Ÿ�)�¢�N�)�q���)���o�þ�â���N�q�ô �f�¿�)�q���)��
self-perception, historical factors, beliefs, and attitudes operating in society 
�þ�f�ª�{���N�q�ô �f�¿�)�q���)���·�I�)���¿�ª�)���þ�q�"���)�ò�A�)���·���{�A���þ�����)�Ÿ�·�)�"���þ�q�"���)�o�)�¢�B�N�q�B���ª�{���N�þ�f�����þ�·�)�B�{�¢�N�)�ª����
���)�ª�)�� �ª�{���N�þ�f�� ���{�q�ª�·�¢�¿���·�N�{�q�ª�� �þ�f�f�� �N�q�Û�{�f�Û�)�� �·�I�)�� �9�Ÿ�I�)�q�{�o�)�q�{�f�{�B�N���þ�f�� �þ�q�"�� �ª�â�o���{�f�N����
experience of space as mediated by social processes such as exchange, con-
�ô �f�N���·�����þ�q�"�����{�q�·�¢�{�f�:���#�h�{�Ü���‘�•�•�•�����•�‘�—�$����

Community Organizing: Permanent Contact Zones as Official 
Sites of Memory

�£�{�f�N�·�N���þ�f���¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A�����f�þ���c���•�ª�f�{���N�q���·�I�)���ª�â�o���{�f�N�����f�þ�q�"�ª���þ�Ÿ�)���N�ª���·�I�)���þ���N�f�N�·�â��
to attain rights and realize new forms of historical visibility through self-ar-
�·�N���¿�f�þ�·�N�{�q�� �þ�q�"�� �¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�þ�·�N�{�q���� ���)�� �"�)�o�þ�q�"�� �A�{�¢�� �Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���þ�f�� �¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�þ�·�N�{�q�� �N�ª��
predicated on a public dialogue in which a multiplicity of Black experiences 
�þ�q�"���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N�)�ª���þ�¢�)���Û�þ�f�¿�)�"���þ�q�"���Û�þ�f�N�"�þ�·�)�"�����¼�Ü�{���Ÿ�)�¢�o�þ�q�)�q�·�����{�q�·�þ���·���ì�{�q�)�ª���N�q���·�I�)��
�ª�â�o���{�f�N�����f�þ�q�"�ª���þ�Ÿ�)���þ�¢�)���·�I�)�����¿�ª�·���{�A���·�I�)���ª�f�þ�N�q���·�)�)�q�����)�q�`�þ�o�N�q���N�)�¢�o�þ�q�ª�)�q���#�•�˜�—�”�+
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2001), born to a Ghanaian father and Norwegian mother, and Ruth Reeses 
Plass, which commemorates the African American singer, author, and activist 
�¦�¿�·�I�����q�q���¦�)�)�ª�)���#�•�˜�‘�•�+�˜�•�$�������)���A�{�¢�o�)�¢ �I�{�f�"�ª���ª�{�o���)�¢���¢�)�f�)�Û�þ�q���)���A�{�¢�����f�þ���c���•�ª�f�{��
���)���þ�¿�ª�)���N�·���Ÿ�þ�â�ª���·�¢�N���¿�·�)���·�{���•�”�.�â�)�þ�¢�.�{�f�"���N�)�¢�o�þ�q�ª�)�q�����Ü�I�{���"�N�)�"���þ�ü�·�)�¢���q�)�{�.�t�þ�ì�N�ª��
attacked him with a knife on January 26, 2001, in the Åsbråten neighborhood 
in the Holmlia district. A brutal reminder of the persistence of racism and 
nationalism in Norway and Europe, Hermansen’s death was a tragedy that 
�f�)�ü�·���"�)�)�Ÿ���Ü�{�¿�q�"�ª���N�q���·�I�)���N�o�þ�B�N�q�)�"�����{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â���{�A�����f�þ���c���•�ª�f�{���þ�q�"���·�I�)���q�þ�·�N�{�q��

Every year since the tragedy, Åsbråten residents and others have been 
�B�þ�·�I�)�¢�N�q�B�� �þ�·�� �N�)�¢�o�þ�q�ª�)�q�<�ª�� ���¿�ª�·�� �þ�q�"�� �f�N�B�I�·�N�q�B�� ���þ�q�"�f�)�ª�� �N�q�� �I�N�ª�� �o�)�o�{�¢�â���� ���)��
idea for the monument came from his friends in Holmlia and initially was 
a source of considerable discontent and disagreement among nearby resi-
dents. A group of members of the housing association were concerned that 
�·�I�)���ª�·�þ�·�¿�)���Ü�{�¿�f�"���q�)�B�þ�·�N�Û�)�f�â���þ�ò�A�)���·���·�I�)���Ÿ�¢�{�Ÿ�)�¢�·�â���Û�þ�f�¿�)���{�A���·�I�)�N�¢���þ�Ÿ�þ�¢�·�o�)�q�·�ª���š�• 
Nevertheless, in November 2001, a bust of Hermansen, created by Norwe-
�B�N�þ�q���ª���¿�f�Ÿ�·�{�¢���S�Û�þ�¢���®�`�þ�þ�ª�·�þ�"�����Ü�þ�ª���¿�q�Û�)�N�f�)�"���þ�·���·�I�)���ª�N�·�)���{�A���I�N�ª���"�)�þ�·�I�������)���N�q�ª���¢�N�Ÿ-
tion reads “Do not forget [�G�f�)�o���N�c�c�)�"�����‘�•���•�•���‘�•�•�•���:���¢�)�Ÿ�{�¢�·�)�"�f�â���þ�·���·�I�)���¢�)�¡�¿�)�ª�·���{�A��
the teenager’s friends. 

�µ��̧� ���¼�J�*�� �£�*�«�À�g�¸�«�� �B�£�|�p�� �ÿ�� � �£�O�Ü�ÿ�¸�*�� ���|�p�p�À�r�O���ÿ�¸�O�|�r�� �Ý�O�¸�J�� �ÿ�� ���|�g�g�*�ÿ�C�À�*���Ý�J�|�� ���|�r�#�À���¸�*�#�� �£�*�«�*�ÿ�£���J��
�|�r���¸�J�*�����ÿ�«�*��

�F�O�C�À�£�*���‘���•�������À�«�¸���|�B�����*�r�a�ÿ�p�O�r���N�*�£�p�ÿ�r�«�*�r��� �•�•�”�‘�(�Ž�Œ�Œ�•�!���O�r���¸�J�*�����«���£���¸�*�r���r�*�O�C�J���|�£�J�|�|�#���O�r���•�«�g�|����
�£�J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J�����r�O���J�*�g�g�*���������¼�O�«�#�*�g�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�•
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A miniature copy of the bust is awarded to schools that receive the annual 
���)�q�`�þ�o�N�q�� �£�¢�N�ì�)�� �A�{�¢�� �·�I�)�N�¢�� �Ü�{�¢�c�� �{�q�� �þ�q�·�N�¢�þ���N�ª�o���� ���)�� �Ÿ�¢�N�ì�)�� �N�ª�� �o�þ�q�þ�B�)�"�����â�� �·�I�)��
Norwegian Center for Holocaust and Minority Studies, a research, educa-
�·�N�{�q�����þ�q�"���"�{���¿�o�)�q�·�þ�·�N�{�q�����)�q�·�)�¢���N�q���•�ª�f�{���A�{���¿�ª�N�q�B���{�q���·�I�)���N�{�f�{���þ�¿�ª�·���þ�q�"���{�·�I�)�¢��
genocides, as well as “extremism, anti-Semitism, hate speech, and the sit-
uation of minorities in contemporary societies.”�š�ž Holmlia Sports Club, the 
�{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q���ß���¢���®�·�{�f�·���#���)���£�¢�{�¿�"�$�����N�{�f�o�f�N�þ���®���I�{�{�f�����þ�q�"���·�I�)�����)�q�`�þ�o�N�q�ª���r�N�q-
nefond (Benjamin’s Memorial Fund) helped to arrange a ten-year celebration 
in January 2011.

In January 2001, residents with a so-called minority background made up 
� �̃��•�•�•�� �{�A���·�I�)�� �’�‘���•�•�•�� �¢�)�ª�N�"�)�q�·�ª�� �{�A���·�I�)�� �N�{�f�o�f�N�þ���"�N�ª�·�¢�N���·�� �·�I�þ�·�� �N�q���f�¿�"�)�ª�� �N�)�¢�o�þ�q-
�ª�)�q�<�ª���q�)�N�B�I���{�¢�I�{�{�"�����ª���¢���·�)�q���#���¿�B�B�)�f�þ�q�"���)�·���þ�f�����‘�•�•�•�$�������)���Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�¢���·�)�)�q�þ�B�)�¢�����þ��
student at Holmlia High School, was involved in his local community through 
activities such as football and the local youth club. According to one newspa-
per article, the “Norwegian-African”�š�Ÿ youth was aware of his skin color (ibid.). 
In a news interview with the Norwegian Broadcasting Corporation just six 
months before his death, Hermansen had discussed encountering racism and 
neo-Nazis at recent football tournaments in Denmark and Sweden.

���ü�·�)�¢�� �I�N�ª�� �o�¿�¢�"�)�¢���� �A�¢�N�)�q�"�ª���� �f�{���þ�f�� �¢�)�ª�N�"�)�q�·�ª���� �þ�q�"�� �{�·�I�)�¢�� �o�{�¿�¢�q�)�¢�ª�� �A�¢�{�o��
�B�¢�)�þ�·�)�¢�� �•�ª�f�{�� �Ÿ�f�þ���)�"�� �Ÿ�I�{�·�{�B�¢�þ�Ÿ�I�ª���� �ô �f�{�Ü�)�¢�ª���� ���þ�q�"�f�)�ª���� �Ü�¢�N�·�·�)�q�� �o�)�ª�ª�þ�B�)�ª���� �þ�q�"��
�{�·�I�)�¢���{���`�)���·�ª���þ�·���·�I�)���ª�N�·�)�����A�{�¢�o�N�q�B���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���ª�Ÿ�{�q�·�þ�q�)�{�¿�ª���ª�N�·�)���{�A���o�)�o�{�¢�â�����{�o-
�o�)�o�{�¢�þ�·�N�q�B�� �N�)�¢�o�þ�q�ª�)�q���� ���� �A�)�Ü�� �"�þ�â�ª�� �f�þ�·�)�¢���� �þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�¢�{�á�N�o�þ�·�)�f�â�� �“�•���•�•�•�� �Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)��
participated in the torchlight procession and demonstration held on Febru-
�þ�¢�â���•�����‘�•�•�•���þ�·���æ�{�¿�q�B�ª�·�{�¢�B�)�·�����·�I�N�ª�����)���þ�o�)���þ�q�{�·�I�)�¢���ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q�·���Û�)�q�¿�)���A�{�¢�����f�þ���c��
�Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���N�q�����)�q�·�¢�þ�f���•�ª�f�{�����•�q�)���q�)�Ü�ª�Ÿ�þ�Ÿ�)�¢���ª�¿�o�o�þ�¢�N�ì�)�"���·�I�)���ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q���)���{�A���·�I�)��
gathering, saying that the country had not seen a rally of that size since the 
�f�N���)�¢�þ�·�N�{�q�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �à�{�¢�f�"�� �à�þ�¢�� �¼�Ü�{�� �#�®�·�¢�þ�q�"�� �‘�•�•�•�$���� �S�q�� �‘�•�•�•���� �þ�� �ª�N�o�N�f�þ�¢�� �Û�N�B�N�f�� �Ü�þ�ª��
held at Youngstorget to commemorate Hermansen, who had become an 
important source of inspiration and a symbol for antiracism in Norway, ten 
�â�)�þ�¢�ª���þ�ü�·�)�¢���I�N�ª���"�)�þ�·�I�����N�N�ª���c�N�f�f�N�q�B���Ü�þ�ª���þ�����¢�N�·�N���þ�f���)�Û�)�q�·���·�I�þ�·�����¢�)�þ�·�)�"���þ�q�{�·�I�)�¢���q�)�Ü��
reference point and dialogue about racism and belonging.

���)���·�I�¢�)�)���þ�ª�ª�þ�N�f�þ�q�·�ª���Ü�I�{���I�þ�"���·�þ�¢�B�)�·�)�"�����)�q�`�þ�o�N�q���N�)�¢�o�þ�q�ª�)�q���I�þ�"���"�N�¢�)���·��
ties to the neo-Nazi group Boot Boys. His death was widely understood as 

�µ�¹�� ���¥�À�|�¸�*�#���B�£�|�p���¸�J�*���J�|�p�*� �ÿ�C�*���|�B���¼�J�*���t�|�£�Ý�*�C�O�ÿ�r��� �*�r�¸�*�£���B�|�£���N�|�g�|���ÿ�À�«�¸���ÿ�r�#���r�O�r�|�£�O�¸�ã���®�¸�À�#�+
�O�*�«��� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���J�g�«�*�r�¸�*�£�*�¸���r�|���*�r�C�g�O�«�J���!
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a racially motivated hate crime. A survey of the collection of the National 
Library of Norway illustrates the vast body of literature and news generated 
about Hermansen. More than 270 digitized books and 50 journal articles 
�¢�)�A�)�¢�)�q���)���I�N�o�������)���"�N�B�N�·�þ�f���f�N���¢�þ�¢�â���þ�f�ª�{�����{�q�·�þ�N�q�ª���q�)�þ�¢�f�â���“���•�•�•���¢�)�f�)�Û�þ�q�·���q�)�Ü�ª-
paper items. Social history, discrimination against national minorities and 
“new” minorities with a “migration background,” racism, hate crimes, and 
extremism represent important subjects in the academic and popular works 
that reference Hermansen. He, along with other victims of racism in Norway, 
�Ü�)�¢�)���A�)�þ�·�¿�¢�)�"���{�q���ª�)�Û�)�¢�þ�f���Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·���Ÿ�{�ª�·�)�¢�ª���"�¿�¢�N�q�B���·�I�)���"�)�o�{�q�ª�·�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���N�q���•�ª�f�{��

In January 2021, the Benjamins Minnefond, along with the local com-
�o�¿�q�N�·�â���{�A�����ª���¢���·�)�q�����·�I�)�����A�¢�N���þ�q���®�·�¿�"�)�q�·�����ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q���#�Ã�N�•�$�����·�I�)���t�{�¢�Ü�)�B�N�þ�q��
Centre Against Racism, and many other actors, staged virtual memorials for 
Hermansen, marking 20 years since his passing. Friends, neighbors, Prime 
Minister Erna Solberg, and a host of other individuals submitted video trib-
�¿�·�)�ª�� �þ���{�¿�·�� �þ�q�·�N�¢�þ���N�ª�o�� �þ�q�"�� �N�)�¢�o�þ�q�ª�)�q�<�ª�� �ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q���)���� ���N�ª�� �ª�¿�B�B�)�ª�·�ª���·�I�þ�·��
many people link Hermansen’s death to broader public issues of racism, 
injustice, inequality, and the very real danger of racial violence in Norway. 
Moreover, the commemorations of Hermansen suggest that his death has 
�N�q�ô �f�¿�)�q���)�"�� �c�q�{�Ü�f�)�"�B�)�� �Ÿ�¢�{�"�¿���·�N�{�q�� �þ�q�"�� �q�)�Ü�� �A�¢�þ�o�)�ª�� �A�{�¢�� �N�o�þ�B�N�q�N�q�B�� �Û�þ�f�¿�)�ª����
such as social justice, antiracism, minority rights, and democracy.

Ruth Reeses Plass, another contact zone of historical relevance, is in the 
�G�¢�Å�q�)�¢�f�˜�c�c�þ�� �"�N�ª�·�¢�N���·�� �N�q�� �•�ª�f�{���� �f�{���þ�·�)�"�� �N�q�� �A�¢�{�q�·�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �o�þ�N�q�� �B�þ�·�)�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �A�{�¢-
�o�)�¢���®���I�{�¿�����¢�)�Ü�)�¢�â�����S�·���f�N�)�ª���þ�·���·�I�)���N�q�·�)�¢�ª�)���·�N�{�q���{�A���t�â���¢�¿�þ�����Ü�I�)�¢�)���¼�¢�{�q�"�I�)�N�o��
�®�·�¢�)�)�·���ª�·�þ�¢�·�ª���þ�q�"�����{�¢�Û�þ�f�"���r�)�â�)�¢�ª���®�·�¢�)�)�·���)�q�"�ª�������)���q�þ�o�)���Ü�þ�ª���þ�"�{�Ÿ�·�)�"�����â���·�I�)��
Grünerløkka Bydelsutvalg (District Committee) in February 2012 as part of 
�þ���Ÿ�f�þ�q���·�{���N�q���¢�)�þ�ª�)���·�I�)���q�¿�o���)�¢���{�A���¢�{�þ�"�ª���q�þ�o�)�"���þ�ü�·�)�¢���Ü�{�o�)�q�����S�q���þ���f�)�·�·�)�¢���"�þ�·�)�"��
June 18, 2020, the socialist political party Rødt introduced a motion to the 
Grünerløkka Bydelsutvalg to investigate the cost and criteria for erecting a 
bust of Reese in the square.�š�  Rødt also suggested that the committee involve 
�¦�)�)�ª�)�<�ª�����{�f�f�þ���{�¢�þ�·�{�¢���þ�q�"���A�¢�N�)�q�"��� �f�N�ò�A���r�{�¿�ª�·�þ���I�)�����Ü�I�{���Ü�¢�{�·�)���·�I�)���Ÿ�{�)�o���9�h�)�·�·�)�¢��
to U”�š�¡ about Ruth Reese.

�µ�»�� ���6�t�ã���®�ÿ�d�����®�¸�ÿ�¸�À�*���ÿ�Ü���¦�À�¸�J�	�7���g�*�¸�¸�*�£���¸�|���¸�J�*���G�£�Æ�r�*�£�g�™�d�d�ÿ���'�O�«�¸�£�O���¸��� �|�p�p�O�¸�¸�*�*�	���d�À�r�*���•�”�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ��

�µ�¼�� ��� �g�O�ó�B�� �r�|�À�«�¸�ÿ���J�*�� �O�«�� �¸�J�*�� �ÿ�£�¸�O�«�¸�O���� �#�O�£�*���¸�|�£�� �|�B�� �t�|�£�#�O���� ���g�ÿ���d�� �¼�J�*�ÿ�¸�£�*�� �O�r�� �•�«�g�|���� �S�r�� �•�•�”�‘�	�� �¦�*�*�«�*��
�ÿ�r�#���r�|�À�«�¸�ÿ���J�*���Ý�*�£�*���B�|�À�r�#�O�r�C���p�*�p���*�£�«���|�B���¸�J�*���•�«�g�|�+���ÿ�«�*�#���ÿ���¸�O�Ü�O�«�¸���|�£�C�ÿ�r�O�í�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�����£�¸�O�«�¸�«��
�B�|�£���h�O���*�£�ÿ�¸�O�|�r��
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���)���â�)�þ�¢���‘�•�‘�•���o�þ�¢�c�)�"��
a century since Reese’s 
birth in Hayneville, Ala-
bama. However, she 
grew up in Chicago and 
was trained as a classical 
�ª�N�q�B�)�¢�����S�q���·�I�)���)�þ�¢�f�â���•�˜�”�•�ª����
she moved to Europe to 
pursue a singing career, 
�ª�)�·�·�f�N�q�B�� �N�q�� �•�ª�f�{�� �N�q�� �•�˜�”�—����
where she lived for more 
than three decades. In 
Europe, Reese became 
�c�q�{�Ü�q�� �þ�ª�� �9���)�� ���f�þ���c��
Rose.” Combining her 

knowledge of African American cultural history with social justice activism, 
�ª�I�)���ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q�·�f�â�����{�q�·�¢�N���¿�·�)�"���·�{���þ�q�·�N�¢�þ���N�ª�o���þ�q�"���·�I�)���¢�N�B�I�·�ª���{�A���Ü�{�o�)�q���{�A�����{�f�{�¢��
in Norway.

A vast body of archival material provides an insight into Reese’s life and 
community involvement. Reese is well represented in the collections of the 

�F�O�C�À�£�*���‘���‘�ÿ�����¦�À�¸�J�����r�r���¦�*�*�«�*�����£�J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J�����f�g�ÿ�À�«���F�|�£���£�*�C�#�	���•�•�‘�•�	���t�¼�t�Ã���Ã�r�O�Ü�*�£�«�O�¸�ã���h�O���£�ÿ�£�ã����
�F�O�C�À�£�*���‘���‘�������¦�À�¸�J���¦�*�*�«�*�«���£�g�ÿ�«�«�	���G�£�Æ�r�*�£�g�™�d�d�ÿ�����£�J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J�����r�O���J�*�g�g�*���������¼�O�«�#�*�g�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�•
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�t�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f���h�N���¢�þ�¢�â���{�A���t�{�¢�Ü�þ�â���þ�q�"���·�I�)���•�ª�f�{��� �N�·�â�����¢���I�N�Û�)�ª���š�¢ She published two 
books, her autobiography Min Vei (�r�â�� �à�þ�â�$�� �#�•�˜�—�”�$�� �þ�q�"���h�þ�q�B�� �®�Û�þ�¢�·�� �ß�)�N (�h�{�q�B��
���f�þ���c�� �¦�{�þ�"�$�� �#�•�˜�–�‘�$���� �þ�� ���{�f�f�)���·�N�{�q�� �{�A�� �ª�I�{�¢�·�� �)�ª�ª�þ�â�ª�� �{�q�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�� ���o�)�¢�N���þ�q�� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â����
���)�� ���{�{�c�ª�� �þ�q�"�� ���I�¢�{�q�N���f�)�ª�� �N�f�f�¿�ª�·�¢�þ�·�)�� �¦�)�)�ª�)�<�ª�� �"�)�ª�N�¢�)�� �·�{�� �)�"�¿���þ�·�)�� �t�{�¢�Ü�)�B�N�þ�q�ª��
about African American history and the individual and societal conse-
quences of racism.

�¦�)�)�ª�)�� �Ü�þ�ª�� ���¢�ª�·�� �N�q�·�)�¢�Û�N�)�Ü�)�"�� �A�{�¢�� �þ�q�� �þ�¢�·�N���f�)�� �)�q�·�N�·�f�)�"�� �9�ß�þ�q�ª�c�)�f�N�B�� ���� �Û���¢�)��
�q�)�B�)�¢�Q�+���{�B�ª�����N���t�{�¢�B�)�:���#�'�N�ò�����¿�f�·���¼�{�����)���þ���t�)�B�¢�{���+�����f�ª�{���N�q���t�{�¢�Ü�þ�â�$���N�q���·�I�)���o�þ�B�þ-
zine ���f�·���A�{�¢���'�þ�o�)�q�)���N�q���•�˜�”�—���#�h�)�c�þ�q�B���•�˜�”�—�$�����à�)���f�)�þ�¢�q���þ���{�¿�·���I�)�¢�����þ���c�B�¢�{�¿�q�"���þ�q�"��
�þ�o���N�·�N�{�q�ª�����þ�q�"���·�I�þ�·���ª�I�)���ª�·�¢�¿�B�B�f�)�"���·�{�����q�"���I�{�¿�ª�N�q�B���N�q���•�ª�f�{���N�q���·�I�)���f�þ�·�)���•�˜�”�•�ª�����S�q��
�·�I�)���·�)�á�·���9�ß���¢���I�¿�"���)�¢���ª�{�¢�·�:���#�•�¿�¢���®�c�N�q���N�ª�����f�þ���c�$���Ÿ�¿���f�N�ª�I�)�"���N�q���·�I�)���"�þ�N�f�â���q�)�Ü�ª�Ÿ�þ-
per �'�þ�B���f�þ�"�)�·���þ�q�"���{�·�I�)�¢�ª���N�q���d�¿�f�â���•�˜�”� �̃����ª�I�)���{���ª�)�¢�Û�)�"��

�r�|�«�¸��� �*�|� �g�*���O�r���®���ÿ�r�#�O�r�ÿ�Ü�O�ÿ���#�O�«�ÿ�C�£�*�*���Ý�O�¸�J���Ý�J�ÿ�¸���O�«���J�ÿ� � �*�r�O�r�C���O�r���®�|�À�¸�J�����B�£�O���ÿ��
�ÿ�r�#���¸�J�*�� ���p�*�£�O���ÿ�r�� �«�|�À�¸�J�*�£�r�� �«�¸�ÿ�¸�*�«�	�� ���À�¸�� �O�¸�� �#�|�*�«���r�|�¸�� ���|�r���*�£�r�� �¸�J�*�p���� �S�¸�9�«���«�|���B�ÿ�£��
�ÿ�Ý�ÿ�ã����� �¦�*�*�«�*���•�•�‘�•�����•�!

Reese’s call to mobilize for antiracism and social justice received much atten-
tion. Her newspaper article ignited a debate about white complicity, denial, 
and misunderstandings of racial prejudice. Newspapers also printed letters 
�{�A���ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·�������¢�N�·�N���N�ª�o�����þ�q�"�����{�o�o�)�q�·�ª���A�¢�{�o���¢�)�þ�"�)�¢�ª�������)���)�ª�ª�þ�â���þ�q�"���·�I�)���"�N�ª���¿�ª-
sion it created can be regarded as a reference point in an ongoing dialogue on 
solidarity and European accountability in the struggles for anticolonialism 
and antiracism. Six months later, Reese followed up the article with the lec-
ture “Rasehat og demokrati” (Racial Hatred and Democracy), which was held 
�N�q���d�þ�q�¿�þ�¢�â���•�˜�•�•���þ�·���·�I�)���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�·�N�B�N�{�¿�ª���Ã�q�N�Û�)�¢�ª�N�·�â���{�A���•�ª�f�{�����¿�f�þ���›�™ 

Reese worked to raise awareness about antiracism in Norway more than 
60 years ago, at a critical time just before the mass immigration from Paki-
�ª�·�þ�q���� �¼�¿�¢�c�)�â���� �r�{�¢�{�����{���� �þ�q�"�� �ª�)�Û�)�¢�þ�f�� �{�·�I�)�¢�� ���{�¿�q�·�¢�N�)�ª�� ���)�B�þ�q���� �������{�¢�"�N�q�B�� �·�{��
archivist Ellen Røsjø, Reese became “an inspiration for several of the new 
�N�o�o�N�B�¢�þ�q�·�ª���Ü�I�{�����þ�o�)���·�{�� �·�I�)�� ���{�¿�q�·�¢�â���N�q���·�I�)�� �•�˜�•�•�ª���þ�q�"���–�•�ª�:�� �#�¦�˜�ª�`�˜���‘�•�•�–���� �’�•�$����
“She took on the role of public educator in Norway – about Black Americans’ 
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�o�¿�ª�N���������¿�f�·�¿�¢�)�����I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���þ�q�"���·�¢�þ�"�N�·�N�{�q�:���#�N���N�"���$�����•�q���•���·�{���)�¢���‘�”�����•�˜�˜�•�����"�¿�¢�N�q�B���þ��
�Ÿ�¢�{�B�¢�þ�o���þ�·���·�I�)���f�{���þ�f�����¿�f�·�¿�¢�)���I�{�¿�ª�)���®�f�¿�¢�Ÿ�)�q�����·�I�)���{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q���®�•�®���¦�þ�ª�N�ª�o�)��
awarded Reese an honorary lifetime membership for her antiracism work. 
Reese accepted the award, and then collapsed and died on stage while deliv-
ering her thank you speech.

Although many African American performing artists had worked and 
lived in Norway before, Reese was distinctive because she engaged in the 
public dialogue about the plight of Black people around the world. She had 
�)�á�Ÿ�)�¢�N�)�q���)�"�� ���¢�ª�·�I�þ�q�"�� �·�I�)�� ���¢�¿�·�þ�f�N�·�â���{�A���¢�þ���N�ª�o���þ�q�"�� �¢�þ���N�þ�f�� �ª�)�B�¢�)�B�þ�·�N�{�q���N�q���·�I�)��
USA. Although she chose to live in Europe to pursue an international career 
as an artist, Reese felt a profound responsibility to participate in the ongoing 
Civil Rights Movement in the USA. Not only did she speak and write about 
�·�I�)���ª�{���N�þ�f���o�{�Û�)�o�)�q�·���A�{�¢���)�¡�¿�þ�f�N�·�â���·�I�)�¢�)�����N�q���•�˜�”�˜���ª�I�)���þ�f�ª�{���þ�"�Û�{���þ�·�)�"���A�{�¢���ª�·�¢�{�q-
ger political action against apartheid in South Africa. She was an early col-
�f�þ���{�¢�þ�·�{�¢���Ü�N�·�I���·�I�)���t�{�¢�Ü�)�B�N�þ�q���®�·�¿�"�)�q�·�ª�<���®�{���N�)�·�â���þ�q�"���ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·�)�"���·�I�)�N�¢���)�ò�A�{�¢�·�ª��
�·�{�����¢�)�þ�·�)���·�I�)���®�{�¿�·�I�����A�¢�N���þ��� �{�o�o�N�·�·�)�)���N�q���•�ª�f�{���þ�q�"���ª�Ÿ�{�q�ª�{�¢�����f�þ���c���®�{�¿�·�I�����A�¢�N-
can students to study in Norway. Moreover, her public presence and engage-
�o�)�q�·���A�¢�{�o���•�˜�”�—���·�{���•�˜�˜�•���Ü�þ�ª���¿�q�Ÿ�¢�)���)�"�)�q�·�)�"���A�{�¢���þ�����f�þ���c���Ü�{�o�þ�q���N�q���t�{�¢�Ü�þ�â��

���o�{�q�B�� ���f�þ���c�� �•�ª�f�{�<�ª�� �â�{�¿�q�B�)�¢�� �B�)�q�)�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���� �I�)�¢�� �ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q���)�� �þ�q�"�� �·�I�þ�·�� �{�A��
the landmark Ruth Reeses Plass are still emerging. Reese introduced Black 
self-representation and historical awareness into the Norwegian public dia-
logue about racism and inequality. Although she challenged Norwegian ste-
reotypes about race and discourses about social justice, Reese and Norwe-
gians felt a mutual respect. She commented that in Norway she felt “human,” 
because there was no explicit state-sponsored racism targeting People of 
African Descent (PAD), unlike in the USA. She also spoke openly about exam-
ples of racism in Norway, such as the use of Blackface and other practices.�›�š 
“Ignorance has always been the source of fear and injustice,” Reese told a 
�`�{�¿�¢�q�þ�f�N�ª�·���N�q���•�˜�”�˜���#���f�{�o���•�˜�”�˜�$�������¿�ª�����ª�I�)�����{�o���N�q�)�"���I�)�¢���þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�)�þ�f���þ�ª���þ�q���þ�¢�·�N�ª�·���Ü�N�·�I��
her dedication to educate and mobilize the public about the inhumanity of 
racism and colonialism. By combining her activism and artistry, she spread 
a message of antiracism, social justice, solidarity, and social responsibility to 
thousands of Norwegian children and adults around the country. 
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Critical events and narratives involve knowledge production, collective 
�þ���·�N�{�q�� �A�¢�þ�o�N�q�B���� �þ�q�"�� ���¢�N�·�N�¡�¿�)�ª�� �{�A�� �Ÿ�{�Ü�)�¢�� �#�/�ª�Ÿ�)�f�þ�q�"�� �þ�q�"�� �¦�{�B�ª�·�þ�"�� �‘�•�•�’�$���� ���)��
�þ�ª���¢�N�Ÿ�·�N�{�q�� �{�A�� �o�)�þ�q�N�q�B�� �·�{�� �G�)�{�¢�B�)�� �F�f�{�â�"���� �·�I�)�� � �{�q�B�{�f�)�ª�)�� �ß�N�f�f�þ�B�)���� ���)�q�`�þ�o�N�q��
�N�)�¢�o�þ�q�ª�)�q�����þ�q�"���¦�¿�·�I���¦�)�)�ª�)���þ�¢�)���þ�f�f���N�q�Û�{�f�Û�)�"���N�q���·�I�N�ª���Ÿ�¢�{���)�ª�ª���þ�q�"���{�ò�A�)�¢���"�N�ò�A�)�¢-
�)�q�·���A�¢�þ�o�)�ª���A�{�¢���N�q�·�)�¢�Ÿ�¢�)�·�N�q�B�����f�þ���c���•�ª�f�{���þ�q�"���N�·�ª�����{�o�Ÿ�f�)�á�N�·�â�����à�I�)�q���þ���Ÿ�)�¢�ª�{�q�þ�f��
challenge or event takes on meaning in a collective action or narrative fram-
�N�q�B���� �N�·�� ���)���{�o�)�ª�� �þ�� �9�Ÿ�¿���f�N���� �N�ª�ª�¿�)�:�� �·�I�þ�·�� ���þ�q���¢�)�Û�)�þ�f�� ���{�q�ô �f�N���·�� �þ�q�"�� �N�o�Ÿ�f�N���N�·�� �Ÿ�{�Ü�)�¢��
�¢�)�f�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���A�¢�{�o���þ���"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·���Ÿ�)�¢�ª�Ÿ�)���·�N�Û�)�������)�ª�)���o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·�ª���þ�q�"���o�)�o�{�¢�â���ª�N�·�)�ª��
�¢�)�f�þ�·�)���·�{�����¢�N�·�N���þ�f���)�Û�)�q�·�ª���þ�q�"���q�þ�¢�¢�þ�·�N�Û�)�ª���·�I�þ�·���I�{�f�"���ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q���)���A�{�¢�����f�þ���c���•�ª�f�{��
as a real and imagined community. Moreover, narratives about meaning-
ful events and persons can reveal cultural contestation about asymmetrical 
power relations, claims for rights and equality, and how these histories are 
�¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�)�"�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �Ÿ�¿���f�N���� ���)�f�"���� �f�q�{�Ü�f�)�"�B�)�� �Ÿ�¢�{�"�¿���·�N�{�q�� �N�q�Û�{�f�Û�)�ª�� �þ�q�þ�f�â�ì�N�q�B��
and making sense of the world through remembering and self-historicizing, 
as well as through marking and encoding objects, events, social interactions, 
�þ�q�"�� �ª�Ÿ�þ���)�ª�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �Û�þ�f�¿�)�� �þ�q�"�� �ª�)�q�·�N�o�)�q�·�� �#�ª�)�)�� �/�ª�Ÿ�)�f�þ�q�"�� �þ�q�"�� �¦�{�B�ª�·�þ�"�� �‘�•�•�’���� �•�‘�—����
�'�þ�ª���•�˜�˜�”�$��
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Chapter 6  
Black Paris 

Epée Hervé Dingong and Olive Vassell

�h�N�c�)���o�þ�q�â�����N�·�N�)�ª���þ�¢�{�¿�q�"���·�I�)���Ü�{�¢�f�"�����£�þ�¢�N�ª���)�¢�¿�Ÿ�·�)�"���N�q���Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·�ª���þ�ü�·�)�¢���·�I�)���G�)�{�¢�B�)��
�F�f�{�â�"���Ÿ�{�f�N���)���c�N�f�f�N�q�B���N�q���·�I�)���Ã�®�����N�q���·�I�)���ª�¿�o�o�)�¢���{�A���‘�•�‘�•�������)���f�þ�¢�B�)�ª�·���Ü�þ�ª���{�¢�B�þ-
�q�N�ì�)�"�����â���þ���·�N�Û�N�ª�·�����ª�ª�þ���¼�¢�þ�{�¢�*�����·�I�)���{�f�"�)�¢���ª�N�ª�·�)�¢���{�A���‘�“�.�â�)�þ�¢�.�{�f�"�����"�þ�o�þ���¼�¢�þ�{�¢�*�����þ��
young Black Frenchman who died in police custody in July 2016. Under the 
���þ�q�q�)�¢���9�¼�¢�¿�·�I���A�{�¢�����"�þ�o�þ���¼�¢�þ�{�¢�*���:���·�I�)���o�þ�¢���I���"�¢�)�Ü���‘�•���•�•�•���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���Ü�I�{���"�)���)�"��
a government ban on demonstrations and stood in front of a Paris court to 
�"�)�o�þ�q�"�� �`�¿�ª�·�N���)�� �A�{�¢�� �¼�¢�þ�{�¢�*���� �F�{�¿�¢�� �â�)�þ�¢�ª�� �)�þ�¢�f�N�)�¢���� ���ª�ª�þ�� �¼�¢�þ�{�¢�*�� �I�þ�"�� �A�{�¿�q�"�)�"�� �h�)��
� �{�o�N�·�*�� �ß�*�¢�N�·�*�� �)�·�� �d�¿�ª�·�N���)�� �Ÿ�{�¿�¢�� ���"�þ�o�þ�� �#� �{�o�o�N�·�·�)�)�� �A�{�¢�� �d�¿�ª�·�N���)�� �þ�q�"�� �¼�¢�¿�·�I�� �A�{�¢��
Adama), declaring that her brother had died because of a racist system and 
vowing to keep his name alive. And during the 2020 demonstration, she 
drew parallels between Floyd and her brother, saying that they both died at 
the hands of the police (Martirosyan 2020).

It is this same racist system that invisibilizes Black people in France and 
makes them feel like second-class citizens. Although they have long called 
for increased equality and visibility, little has changed. Unlike anglophone 
���{�¿�q�·�¢�N�)�ª���ª�¿���I���þ�ª���·�I�)���Ã�®�����þ�q�"���·�I�)���Ã�f�����F�¢�þ�q���)���"�{�)�ª���q�{�·���c�q�{�Ü���·�I�)���q�¿�o���)�¢���{�A��
its Black population. Statistics based on race and ethnicities are outlawed. 
Moreover, in 2018, race was erased from the constitution in the belief that 
France is a color-blind society.�š However, as long as France’s ethnic makeup 
is denied, ensuring that Black residents are fully represented throughout 
�ª�{���N�)�·�â�� �Ü�N�f�f�� ���)�� �Ÿ�¢�{���f�)�o�þ�·�N������ ���N�ª�� �N�q���f�¿�"�)�ª�� �¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�� �{�A�� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â�� �·�I�þ�·��
�þ�����¿�¢�þ�·�)�f�â���¢�)�ô �f�)���·�����f�þ���c�����{�q�·�¢�N���¿�·�N�{�q�ª���·�{���·�I�)�����{�¿�q�·�¢�â�������q�"���Ü�I�N�f�)���N�·���N�ª���·�¢�¿�)���·�I�þ�·��
some have been recognized, like well-known African American entertainer 
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�d�{�ª�)�Ÿ�I�N�q�)�����þ�c�)�¢�����Ü�I�{�����)���þ�o�)���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·�����f�þ���c���Ü�{�o�þ�q���·�{�����)���¢�)�N�q�·�)�¢�¢�)�"���N�q���·�I�)��
�£�þ�q�·�I�*�{�q���N�q���t�{�Û�)�o���)�¢���‘�•�‘�•�����ª�{�o�)���“�•���â�)�þ�¢�ª���þ�ü�·�)�¢���I�)�¢���"�)�þ�·�I�����A�)�Ü�����f�þ���c���F�¢�)�q���I��
people receive this highest honor.�›�����¢�)�)�����f�þ���c���o�)�q���I�þ�Û�)�����)�)�q���N�q�"�¿���·�)�"���N�q�·�{��
�·�I�)���N�q�ª�·�N�·�¿�·�N�{�q���ª�{���A�þ�¢���+���F�*�f�N�á���0���{�¿�*�����·�I�)���B�{�Û�)�¢�q�{�¢���B�)�q�)�¢�þ�f���{�A���F�¢�)�q���I���/�¡�¿�þ�·�{-
�¢�N�þ�f�����A�¢�N���þ���#�•�˜�“�˜�$�����þ�¿�·�I�{�¢�����f�)�á�þ�q�"�¢�)���'�¿�o�þ�ª���#�‘�•�•�‘�$�����þ�q�"���Ü�¢�N�·�)�¢�����Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���N�þ�q�����þ�q�"��
���{�A�{�¿�q�"�)�¢���{�A���·�I�)���t�)�B�¢�N�·�¿�"�)���o�{�Û�)�o�)�q�·�����N�o�*��� �*�ª�þ�N�¢�)���#�‘�•�•�•�$���#�·�{�����)���"�N�ª���¿�ª�ª�)�"��
�f�þ�·�)�¢�$�����Ü�I�{�ª�)���¢�)�o�þ�N�q�ª���þ�¢�)���N�q���I�N�ª�����N�¢�·�I�Ÿ�f�þ���)�����r�þ�¢�·�N�q�N�¡�¿�)�������)���£�þ�q�·�I�*�{�q���N�ª���·�I�)��
���q�þ�f�� �¢�)�ª�·�N�q�B�� �Ÿ�f�þ���)�� �{�A�� �ª�{�o�)�� �{�A�� �F�¢�þ�q���)�<�ª�� �o�{�ª�·�� �N�f�f�¿�ª�·�¢�N�{�¿�ª�� ���N�·�N�ì�)�q�ª���� �N�q���f�¿�"�N�q�B��
�Ü�¢�N�·�)�¢�ª���ß�N���·�{�¢���N�¿�B�{�����¦�{�¿�ª�ª�)�þ�¿�����þ�q�"���ß�{�f�·�þ�N�¢�)���þ�q�"���A�þ�o�)�"�����I�)�o�N�ª�·���r�þ�¢�N�)��� �¿�¢�N�)����
�¼�¢�þ�"�N�·�N�{�q�þ�f�f�â�����·�I�)���F�¢�)�q���I���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�N�"�)�q�·���q�þ�o�)�ª���·�I�{�ª�)���Ü�{�¢�·�I�â���·�{�����)���o�{�Û�)�"���·�{���·�I�)��
centuries-old monument.

During the 2020 protests, a group of French internet users called for the 
���{�o�o�)�o�{�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A�����f�þ���c���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N���þ�f�����B�¿�¢�)�ª���N�q���Ÿ�¿���f�N�����Ÿ�f�þ���)�ª�����Ÿ�¢�{�o�{�·�N�q�B���·�I�)��
���d�)�ß�)�¿�á�Ã�q�)�®�·�þ�·�¿�)�'�)�� �#�S�� �Ü�þ�q�·�� �þ�� �ª�·�þ�·�¿�)�� �{�A�$�� �I�þ�ª�I�·�þ�B���� ���o�{�q�B�� �·�I�)�� �ª�¿�B�B�)�ª�·�N�{�q�ª��
�Ü�)�¢�)���®�¿�ì�þ�q�q�)�����*�f�þ�N�¢�����c�q�{�Ü�q���þ�ª���®�þ�q�N�·�*�����*�f�þ�N�¢�����þ���A�¢�)�)�"�{�o�����B�I�·�)�¢�����¢�)�Û�{�f�¿�·�N�{�q-
�þ�¢�â�����þ�q�"�����f�þ���c���A�)�o�þ�f�)���f�N�)�¿�·�)�q�þ�q�·���N�q���¼�{�¿�ª�ª�þ�N�q�·���h�{�¿�Û�)�¢�·�¿�¢�)�<�ª���þ�¢�o�â�����Ü�I�{���A�{�¿�B�I�·��
against the reinstatement of enslavement in Haiti. She was caught, tried by 
a colonial court, and executed in 1802.�œ Yet, her contribution has not yet been 
acknowledged by French society. Nonetheless, one cannot ignore the num-
ber of renamings that have taken place in Paris since the demonstrations. 
���)�â�� �N�q���f�¿�"�)�� �þ�� �·�¢�N���¿�·�)�� �·�{�� � �f�þ�¿�"�)�� �r�þ�"�)�o���þ�.�®�â���� �þ�� �ª�{�f�"�N�)�¢�� �"�¿�¢�N�q�B�� �à�{�¢�f�"�� �à�þ�¢��
�¼�Ü�{�����þ�q���þ�f�f�)�â���q�)�þ�¢���·�I�)���r�¿�ª�)�¿�o���{�A���h�N���)�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���N�q���£�þ�¢�N�ª�<�ª���•�“�·�I���þ�¢�¢�{�q�"�N�ª�ª�)�o�)�q�·��
�Ü�þ�ª�� �q�þ�o�)�"�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �I�N�o�� �N�q�� ���¿�B�¿�ª�·�� �‘�•�‘�•���� �®�â���� �þ�q�� �¿�q�ª�¿�q�B�� �I�)�¢�{�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �Ü�þ�¢���� �Ü�þ�ª��
�þ�q���{�ò�����)�¢���N�q���F�¢�þ�q���)�<�ª�� �h�)���f�)�¢���� �¢�)�B�N�o�)�q�·�� �þ�q�"�� �f�þ�·�)�¢�����{�A�{�¿�q�"�)�"�� �·�I�)�� �®�)�q�)�B�þ�f�)�ª�)��
army. He was the only Black person to enter Paris when it was liberated by 
the Americans (Chichizola 2020).

�•�q�)���o�{�q�·�I���f�þ�·�)�¢���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���ª�·�þ�·�¿�)���{�A���þ�����f�þ���c���Ü�{�o�þ�q���N�q���·�I�)�����N�·�â���Ü�þ�ª���¿�q�Û�)�N�f�)�"��
in a public garden in the 17th arrondissement. It is of Solitude, a freedom 
���B�I�·�)�¢�������{�¢�q���þ�¢�{�¿�q�"���•�–�–�‘���·�{���þ�q���)�q�ª�f�þ�Û�)�"�����A�¢�N���þ�q���Ü�I�{���Ü�þ�ª���¢�þ�Ÿ�)�"�����â���þ���Ü�I�N�·�)��
sailor on the ship bringing her to the Caribbean. Solitude won her freedom 
�þ�ü�·�)�¢���·�I�)���F�¢�)�q���I���¦�)�Û�{�f�¿�·�N�{�q�������¿�·���Ü�I�)�q���t�þ�Ÿ�{�f�)�{�q���¢�)�N�q�ª�·�þ�·�)�"���·�I�)���)�q�ª�f�þ�Û�)�o�)�q�·��

�¶�� ���6�d�|�«�+� �J�O�r�*�����ÿ�d�*�£���¸�|���/�r�¸�*�£���F�£�*�r���J���£�ÿ�r�¸�J�+�|�r���|�B���t�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�ÿ�g���N�*�£�|�*�«�	�7���F�£�ÿ�r���*�Ž�•�	�����À�C�À�«�¸���Ž�Ž�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�•�	��
� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���B�£�ÿ�r���*�Ž�•�����|�p���*�r���B�£�ÿ�r���*���Ž�Œ�Ž�•�Œ�”�Ž�Ž�+�a�|�«�„� �•�„���•� �J�O�r�*�+���ÿ�d�*�£�+�¸�|�+�*�r�¸�*�£�+� �ÿ�r��
�¸�J�„� �•�„���•�|�r�+�|�B�+�B�£�ÿ�r���*�+�«�+�r�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�ÿ�g�+�J�*�£�|�*�«�!

�·�� ���6�
�d�*�ß�*�À�â�Ã�r�*�®�¸�ÿ�¸�À�*�'�*���«�|�£�¸���g�*�«���ÿ�C�À�£�*�«���r�|�O�£�*�«���B�£�ÿ�r���ÿ�O�«�*�«���#�*�«���|�À���g�O�*�¸�¸�*�«�	�7��Brain�	 �d�À�g�ã���•�‘�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ�	��
� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý�����£�ÿ�O�r�+�p�ÿ�C�ÿ�í�O�r�*���B�£���ÿ�£�¸�O���g�*��� �ÿ�C�*�+� �£�*�«�O�#�*�r�¸���’�Ž�’�“�•�+�®�¸�ÿ�¸�À�*�«�!
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system in the French colonies, she joined Guadeloupe’s resistance move-
ment. Napoleon’s military forces arrested the then pregnant Solitude and 
�ª�)�q�·�)�q���)�"���I�)�¢���·�{���"�)�þ�·�I�����®�I�)���Ü�þ�ª���I�þ�q�B�)�"���·�I�)���"�þ�â���þ�ü�·�)�¢���B�N�Û�N�q�B�����N�¢�·�I�������)���B�þ�¢-
den where Solitude’s statue stands is close to a statue of General Alexandre 
Dumas – a man of African descent – which was destroyed by the Nazis when 
they occupied the city.�• 

Meanwhile, future plans to honor the victims of enslavement with a 
�q�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f�� �o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f�� �Ü�)�¢�)�� �ª�¿�ª�Ÿ�)�q�"�)�"�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �þ�� �"�N�ª�þ�B�¢�)�)�o�)�q�·�� �{�Û�)�¢�� �N�·�ª�����{�q���)�Ÿ�·����
���)���N�"�)�þ���Ü�þ�ª�����¢�ª�·���þ�q�q�{�¿�q���)�"���N�q���‘�•�•�•�����Ü�I�)�q���·�I�)�q���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�N�"�)�q�·���F�¢�þ�q���{�N�ª���N�{�f�f�þ�q�"�)��
called for the building of a memorial or museum recognizing France’s role 
�"�¿�¢�N�q�B�� �)�q�ª�f�þ�Û�)�o�)�q�·���� ���)�� �{�q�f�â�� ���¿�¢�¢�)�q�·�� �o�þ�¢�c�)�¢�� �·�{�� �Û�N���·�N�o�ª�� �N�ª�� �þ�q�� �{�ü�·�)�q�� �{�Û�)�¢-
�f�{�{�c�)�"���f�þ�¢�B�)�����¢�{�q�ì�)���ª���¿�f�Ÿ�·�¿�¢�)���{�A�����I�þ�N�q�ª���{�q���·�I�)�����N�·�â�<�ª���h�)�ü�·�����þ�q�c���#�r�þ���I�)�o�)�¢��
�‘�•�‘�•�$���� �S�q���d�¿�q�)���‘�•�‘�•���� �A�{�¿�¢���â�)�þ�¢�ª���þ�ü�·�)�¢���·�I�)�� �N�q�N�·�N�þ�f���þ�q�q�{�¿�q���)�o�)�q�·���� �·�I�)�� �F�¢�)�q���I��
ministry of culture and the ministry for overseas territories issued an open 
���þ�f�f���A�{�¢���þ�¢�·�N�ª�·�ª���·�{�����¢�)�þ�·�)���·�I�)���o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f�����Ü�I�N���I���Ü�{�¿�f�"�����)���I�{�¿�ª�)�"���N�q���·�I�)���¼�¿�N�f�)�¢�N�)�ª��
�G�þ�¢�"�)�q�ª���� ���)�� �o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �·�{�� ���)�� ���{�q���)�N�Û�)�"�� �N�q���Ÿ�þ�¢�·�q�)�¢�ª�I�N�Ÿ���Ü�N�·�I�� �·�I�)�� �{�¢�B�þ-
�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�ª��� �{�o�N�·�*���r�þ�¢���I�)���"�¿���‘�’���o�þ�N���•�˜�˜�—���#� �r�˜�—�$���þ�q�"���·�I�)���®�f�þ�Û�)�¢�â���þ�q�"���¦�)���{�q-
���N�f�N�þ�·�N�{�q���F�{�¿�q�"�þ�·�N�{�q�����Ü�I�N���I���I�þ�"�����{�·�I�����þ�o�Ÿ�þ�N�B�q�)�"���A�{�¢���N�·�������)���Ü�N�q�q�N�q�B���þ�¢�·�N�ª�·��
�Ü�þ�ª���"�¿�)���·�{�����)���þ�q�q�{�¿�q���)�"���N�q���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���I�þ�f�A���{�A���‘�•�‘�•�����Ü�N�·�I���·�I�)���Ÿ�N�)���)���)�á�Ÿ�)���·�)�"���·�{��
be completed by the autumn of the same year. A dispute over the submitted 
designs, however, halted plans.

As the push to pay tribute to Black French contribution continues, Black 
people are calling for the removal of monuments and markers honoring colo-
�q�N�þ�f�N�ª�·�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �Ÿ�¢�{�Ÿ�{�q�)�q�·�ª�� �{�A�� �)�q�ª�f�þ�Û�)�o�)�q�·�� �þ�q�"�� �¢�þ���N�ª�o���� ���)�� �o�þ�N�q�� �A�{���¿�ª�� �N�ª�� �·�I�)��
statue of Jean-Baptiste Colbert, which sits in front of the French National 
���ª�ª�)�o���f�â�����·�I�)���f�{�Ü�)�¢���I�{�¿�ª�)���{�A���·�I�)���F�¢�)�q���I���Ÿ�þ�¢�f�N�þ�o�)�q�·�������)���•�–�·�I�.���)�q�·�¿�¢�â���o�N�q-
�N�ª�·�)�¢�� �¿�q�"�)�¢�� �f�N�q�B�� �h�{�¿�N�ª�� �å�S�ß�� �þ�¿�·�I�{�¢�)�"�� �·�I�)�� �9� �{�"�)�� �t�{�N�¢�:�� �A�{�¢�� �·�I�)�� �F�¢�)�q���I���à�)�ª�·��
Indies that outlined the rules and regulations of race and enslavement, 
describing enslaved peoples as “�.�·�¢�)�ª�� �o�)�¿���f�)�ª” (chattel). During the 2020 
�"�)�o�{�q�ª�·�¢�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���� �þ�� �o�)�o���)�¢�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� ���¢�N�B�þ�"�)�� ���q�·�N�� �t�*�B�¢�{�Ÿ�I�{���N�)�� ���{�o�o�N�·�·�)�"�� �þ��
“political act,” spray painting the statue with the words “state negrophobia.”�ž 

� �̧� ���6�£�ÿ�£�O�«���S�r�ÿ�À�C�À�£�ÿ�¸�*�«��� �O�¸�ã�9�«���F�O�£�«�¸���£�ÿ�£�d���N�|�r�|�À�£�O�r�C���ÿ�����g�ÿ���d���à�|�p�ÿ�r�	�7���F�£�ÿ�r���*�Ž�•�	���®�*� �¸�*�p���*�£���Ž�’�	��
�Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ�	�� � �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���B�£�ÿ�r���*�Ž�•�����|�p���*�r���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ�Œ�•�Ž�’�+� �ÿ�£�O�«�+�O�r�ÿ�À�C�À�£�ÿ�¸�*�«�+���O�¸�ã�+�«�+�ÿ�£�«�¸�+� �ÿ�£�d�+�J�|�r�|��
�À���£�O�r�C�+�ÿ�+���g�ÿ���d�+�Ý�|�p�ÿ�r�!

�¹�� ���6�F�£�ÿ�r���*��� �|�g���*�£�¸���¦�|�Ý�����®�¸�ÿ�¸�À�*���ß�ÿ�r�#�ÿ�g�O�«�*�#���•�Ü�*�£���®�g�ÿ�Ü�*�£�ã��� �|�#�*�	�7������� �	�� �d�À�r�*���Ž�•�	�� �Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ�	��� �J�¸�¸� �«������
�Ý�Ý�Ý�������������|�p���r�*�Ý�«���Ý�|�£�g�#�+�*�À�£�|� �*�+�‘�•�•�’�•�“�•�•�!
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�æ�)�þ�¢�ª�� �)�þ�¢�f�N�)�¢���� �N�q�� �‘�•�•�–���� �h�{�¿�N�ª�.�G�)�{�¢�B�)�ª�� �¼�N�q���� �Ÿ�¢�)�ª�N�"�)�q�·�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �¦�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�þ�·�N�Û�)��
Council of France’s Black Associations (CRAN), had called Colbert the enemy 
of “liberty, equality, and fraternity,” the motto of the French Republic. More 
recently, former French prime minister Jean-Marc Ayrault called for places 
bearing his name to be changed (Dussart 2020).

Renaming other contested memorials is also an item on antiracism agen-
�"�þ�ª�������N�ª���N�q���f�¿�"�)�ª���{�q�)���·�{���G�)�{�¢�B�)�ª��� �¿�Û�N�)�¢�����Ü�I�{���I�þ�ª���þ���ª�·�¢�)�)�·���q�þ�o�)�"���þ�ü�·�)�¢���I�N�o��
in Paris’s 5th arrondissement. Cuvier conducted racial studies that provided 
�Ÿ�þ�¢�·�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �A�{�¿�q�"�þ�·�N�{�q�� �A�{�¢�� �ª���N�)�q�·�N������ �¢�þ���N�ª�o���� �þ�q�"�� �I�)�� �Ÿ�¿���f�N�ª�I�)�"���Ü�{�¢�c�� �{�q�� �·�I�)��
�ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�ª�)�"�� �"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q���)�ª�� ���)�·�Ü�)�)�q�� �¢�þ���N�þ�f�� �B�¢�{�¿�Ÿ�ª�<�� �Ÿ�I�â�ª�N���þ�f�� ���I�þ�¢�þ���·�)�¢�N�ª�·�N���ª�� �þ�q�"��
�o�)�q�·�þ�f���þ���N�f�N�·�N�)�ª�����®�I�{�¢�·�f�â���þ�ü�·�)�¢���·�I�)���"�)�þ�·�I���{�A���®�þ�þ�¢�·�`�)�����þ�þ�¢�·�o�þ�q�����þ���â�{�¿�q�B���®�{�¿�·�I��
African woman who was brought to Europe, given the stage name the “Hot-
�·�)�q�·�{�·���ß�)�q�¿�ª���:���þ�q�"���Ÿ�þ�¢�þ�"�)�"���N�q���ª�{�.���þ�f�f�)�"���A�¢�)�þ�c���ª�I�{�Ü�ª���N�q���h�{�q�"�{�q���þ�q�"���£�þ�¢�N�ª���N�q��
�·�I�)�� �•�˜�·�I�� ���)�q�·�¿�¢�â���� � �¿�Û�N�)�¢�� �)�á�þ�o�N�q�)�"�� �I�)�¢�� ���{�"�â���� �N�)�� �"�N�ª�Ÿ�þ�¢�þ�B�N�q�B�f�â�����{�o�Ÿ�þ�¢�)�"��
her physical features to those of monkeys. Meanwhile, a street and metro 
�ª�·�þ�·�N�{�q�� �q�þ�o�)�"�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �G�)�q�)�¢�þ�f�� �d�þ���¡�¿�)�ª�.�F�¢�þ�q���{�N�ª�� �'�¿�B�{�o�o�N�)�¢���� �þ�� �ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·�)�¢�� �{�A��
�)�q�ª�f�þ�Û�)�o�)�q�·�����Ü�I�{�ª�)���q�þ�o�)���N�ª���þ�f�ª�{���N�q�ª���¢�N���)�"���N�q���·�I�)���£�þ�q�·�I�*�{�q�����þ�¢�)���þ�f�ª�{�����)�N�q�B��
challenged (Chadwick 2020).

�f�þ�¢�A�þ���®�N�¢�þ���'�N�þ�f�f�{�����A�{�¿�q�"�)�¢���{�A���·�I�)���{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q���®�I�þ�¢�N�q�B���r�)�o�{�¢�N�)�ª���Ÿ which 
preserves the memory of colonization and enslavement, explained in June 
�‘�•�‘�•��

���¼���J�*�� �#�*�ÿ�¸�J�� �|�B�� �G�*�|�£�C�*�� �F�g�|�ã�#�� �J�ÿ�«�� �p�ÿ�#�*�� �O�¸�� � �|�«�«�O���g�*�� �B�|�£�� �p�ÿ�r�ã�� �¸�|�� �p�ÿ�d�*�� �ÿ�� �g�O�r�d��
���*�¸�Ý�*�*�r���¸�J�*���£�ÿ���O�«�p���O�r�«���£�O���*�#���O�r���¸�J�*���Ý�ÿ�g�g�«���|�B�����O�¸�O�*�«�	���p�|�r�À�p�*�r�¸�«�	���ÿ�r�#���«�¢�À�ÿ�£�*�«��
�ÿ�r�#���¸�J�*���O�«�«�À�*���|�B���£�ÿ���O�«�¸��� �|�g�O���*���Ü�O�|�g�*�r���*����� �G�À�*�ã�*���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ�!�•

Diallo called for some of the symbols honoring colonial traders and support-
ers to be removed and the remainder to be contextualized with explanations 
to preserve the memory of the crime against humanity and to teach current 
�þ�q�"���A�¿�·�¿�¢�)���B�)�q�)�¢�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���þ���{�¿�·���N�·���#�'�¿�ª�ª�þ�¢�·���‘�•�‘�•�$�����F�{�¢���·�I�)���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N�þ�q���F�¢�þ�q���{�N�ª�)��
�ß�)�¢�B�8�ª�����·�I�)���¢�)�o�{�Û�þ�f���{�A���·�I�)�ª�)���ª�·�þ�·�¿�)�ª���N�ª���þ���o�þ�·�·�)�¢���{�A���9�o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f���`�¿�ª�·�N���)���:���Ü�I�N���I��
�I�þ�ª���9�q�{�·�I�N�q�B���·�{���"�{���Ü�N�·�I���·�I�)���)�¢�þ�ª�¿�¢�)���{�A���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â�:���#�ß�)�¢�B�8�ª���‘�•�‘�•�$��

�º�� ���S�r���¸�J�*���|�£�O�C�O�r�ÿ�g�����6�r�+�p�|�O�£�*�«���*�¸���£�ÿ�£�¸�ÿ�C�*�«���7

�»�� ���S�r���¸�J�*���|�£�O�C�O�r�ÿ�g�����6�h�ÿ���p�|�£�¸���#�*���G�*�|�£�C�*���F�g�|�ã�#���ÿ��� �*�£�p�O�«���������*�ÿ�À���|�À� ���#�*���B�ÿ�O�£�*���À�r���g�O�*�r���*�r�¸�£�*���g�*���£�ÿ���+
�O�«�p�*���«�À�£���g�*�«���p�À�£�«���#�*�«���Ü�O�g�g�*�«�	���p�|�r�À�p�*�r�¸�«���*�¸��� �g�ÿ���*�«���*�¸���g�ÿ���¢�À�*�«�¸�O�|�r���#�*�«���Ü�O�|�g�*�r���*�«��� �|�g�O���O�9�£�*�«��
�£�ÿ���O�«�̧ �*�«���7
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 Château Rouge, Château d’Eau, and the Banlieues

���� �o�{�¢�)�� �þ�����¿�¢�þ�·�)�� �¢�)�ô �f�)���·�N�{�q�� �{�A�� �F�¢�)�q���I�� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â�� ���þ�q�� ���)�� �ª�)�)�q�� �N�q�� ���N�·�N�)�ª�� �ª�¿���I�� �þ�ª��
�£�þ�¢�N�ª�����Ü�I�N���I���I�þ�ª���f�{�q�B�����)�)�q���þ�����)�q�·�)�¢���{�A�����f�þ���c���f�N�A�)�������)�����N�·�â�<�ª�����f�þ���c���Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�·�N�{�q��
�B�¢�)�Ü�� �¡�¿�N���c�f�â�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �à�{�¢�f�"�� �à�þ�¢�� �¼�Ü�{�� �þ�q�"�� �)�ª�Ÿ�)���N�þ�f�f�â�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �•�˜�•�•�ª�� �þ�q�"���•�˜�–�•�ª����
because France needed a workforce. Called “�h�)�ª���¼�¢�)�q�·�)���G�f�{�¢�N�)�¿�ª�)�ª�:���#���)���G�f�{�¢�N-
�{�¿�ª�����N�¢�·�â���æ�)�þ�¢�ª�$�����þ���ª�â�q�{�q�â�o���A�{�¢���)���{�q�{�o�N�����"�â�q�þ�o�N�ª�o�����)�·�Ü�)�)�q���•�˜�“�”���þ�q�"���•�˜�–�’����
the period saw increased numbers of Africans and French Caribbeans arrive 
on France’s shores. It was a symbiotic relationship. France needed more peo-
�Ÿ�f�)���·�{���¢�)���¿�N�f�"���·�I�)�����{�¿�q�·�¢�â���þ�ü�·�)�¢���·�I�)���Ü�þ�¢���þ�q�"���·�I�)���q�)�Ü���{�o�)�¢�ª���q�)�)�"�)�"���·�{���)�ª���þ�Ÿ�)��
�·�I�)�� �)���{�q�{�o�N���� ���¢�N�ª�)�ª���� �Ü�þ�¢���� �{�¢�� �{�·�I�)�¢�� ���{�q�ô �f�N���·�ª�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�N�¢�� ���N�¢�·�I�Ÿ�f�þ���)�ª���� �r�þ�q�â�� �{�A��
them chose France, and especially Paris, because of the colonial relationship 
between the host country and their homelands. France was a powerful col-
�{�q�N�ì�)�¢���{�q���"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·�����{�q�·�N�q�)�q�·�ª���+�����A�¢�N���þ�����·�I�)�����o�)�¢�N���þ�ª�����þ�q�"�����ª�N�þ�������·���·�I�)���)�q�"��
�{�A���·�I�)���•�˜�·�I�����)�q�·�¿�¢�â�����þ�ª���·�I�)���ª�)���{�q�"���f�þ�¢�B�)�ª�·�����{�f�{�q�N�ì�N�q�B���)�o�Ÿ�N�¢�)�����)�I�N�q�"���·�I�)���Ã�f����
�N�·�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �)�ª�Ÿ�)���N�þ�f�f�â�� �"�{�o�N�q�þ�q�·�� �N�q�� ���A�¢�N���þ�� �#�t�{�¢�·�I���� �à�)�ª�·���� �þ�q�"�� � �)�q�·�¢�þ�f�$���� ���)�� �Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿-
lation spoke the language imposed by its colonial masters, which was one of 
the major arguments used for recruiting workers from these regions.

In response, the French government created new housing projects in the 
suburbs (banlieues) for these new immigrants. Some 70 years later, the ban-
lieues are still home to the Black working class who live outside Paris but 
work within the city; their modest incomes put the capital’s highly priced 
accommodation beyond their reach. Although they live predominantly in 
�Ÿ�f�þ���)�ª�� �ª�¿���I�� �þ�ª�� �®�þ�N�q�·�.�'�)�q�N�ª���� � �¢�*�·�)�N�f���� �®�þ�¢���)�f�f�)�ª���� �{�¢�� ���¿���)�¢�Û�N�f�f�N�)�¢�ª���� �·�I�)�¢�)�� �þ�¢�)��
areas special to the Black population within the city’s walls. For the African 
�"�N�þ�ª�Ÿ�{�¢�þ���� � �I���·�)�þ�¿�� �¦�{�¿�B�)�� �þ�q�"�� � �I���·�)�þ�¿�� �"�<�/�þ�¿�� �Ÿ�¢�{�Û�N�"�)�� �þ�� ���{�q�q�)���·�N�{�q�� �·�{�� �·�I�)�N�¢��
���¿�f�·�¿�¢�)�������ª���A�þ�¢�����þ���c���þ�ª���·�I�)���•�˜�•�•�ª�����B�¢�{���)�¢�â���ª�·�{�¢�)�ª���ª�)�f�f�N�q�B���A�{�{�"���A�¢�{�o���·�I�)�N�¢���A�þ�¢-
away motherlands helped Black communities adjust to their new country. 
���q�"���N�q���·�I�)���A�{�f�f�{�Ü�N�q�B���·�Ü�{���"�)���þ�"�)�ª�����)�ª�Ÿ�)���N�þ�f�f�â���·�I�)���•�˜�—�•�ª�����·�I�)�����{�q���)�q�·�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A��
stores catering to Blacks also increased in the north of Paris, where African 
�N�o�o�N�B�¢�þ�q�·�ª���¿�ª�)�"���·�{���f�N�Û�)�����)�A�{�¢�)���B�)�q�·�¢�N�����þ�·�N�{�q���Ÿ�¿�ª�I�)�"���·�I�)�o���{�¿�·��

�t�N���c�q�þ�o�)�"���9�h�N�·�·�f�)�����A�¢�N���þ���:��� �I���·�)�þ�¿���¦�{�¿�B�)���N�ª���f�{���þ�·�)�"�����)�·�Ü�)�)�q���·�I�)���A�þ�o�{�¿�ª��
�®�þ���¢�*�.� �ž�¿�¢�� ���þ�ª�N�f�N���þ�� �þ�q�"�� �r�{�q�·�o�þ�¢�·�¢�)�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �•�—�·�I�� �þ�¢�¢�{�q�"�N�ª�ª�)�o�)�q�·���� �S�·�� �I�þ�ª��
been a hub for African businesses selling food, cultural products, cosmet-
�N���ª�����þ�q�"�����f�{�·�I�N�q�B���A�{�¢�����f�þ���c���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���ª�N�q���)���•�˜�˜�•�����r�)�þ�q�Ü�I�N�f�)�����A�¿�¢�·�I�)�¢���ª�{�¿�·�I�����·�I�)��
�ª�o�þ�f�f�)�¢�� � �I���·�)�þ�¿�� �"�<�/�þ�¿���� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �•�•�·�I�� �þ�¢�¢�{�q�"�N�ª�ª�)�o�)�q�·�� �Ÿ�¢�{�Û�N�"�)�ª�� �I�þ�N�¢�"�¢�)�ª�ª�N�q�B��
�ª�)�¢�Û�N���)�ª���þ�q�"�����{�ª�o�)�·�N���ª�������)�ª�)���Ÿ�¢�{�"�¿���·�ª���þ�¢�)���N�o�Ÿ�{�¢�·�þ�q�·���·�{�����f�þ���c���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)�����Ü�I�{��
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did not see themselves represented in advertising images and traditionally 
�I�þ�Û�)���q�{�·�����)�)�q���ª�)�¢�Û�)�"�����â���o�þ�`�{�¢�����{�ª�o�)�·�N���ª�����¢�o�ª�����Ü�I�N���I���"�N�"���q�{�·�����{�q�ª�N�"�)�¢���·�I�)��
�o�þ�¢�c�)�·�� �þ�ª���Ÿ�¢�{���·�þ���f�)���� ���ü�·�)�¢���·�I�)�� �¢�N�{�·�ª�� �{�A���•���·�{���)�¢���þ�q�"���t�{�Û�)�o���)�¢���‘�•�•�”���� �Ü�I�)�q��
mostly French Arab and Black residents were involved in four weeks of urban 
�Û�N�{�f�)�q���)���N�q���·�I�)�����þ�q�f�N�)�¿�)�ª�����·�I�)���B�{�Û�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·�����q�þ�f�f�â�����)���þ�o�)���þ�Ü�þ�¢�)���·�I�þ�·���N�·���Ü�þ�ª��
time to give more opportunities to minorities. In June 2005, French presi-
dent Jacques Chirac started talking about stopping discrimination in France. 
“Discrimination is a poison for our democracy and our national cohesion,” he 
�ª�þ�N�"���� �•�q�� �d�¿�f�â�� �•�–���� �‘�•�•�•���� �`�{�¿�¢�q�þ�f�N�ª�·�� �N�þ�¢�¢�â�� �¦�{�ª�)�f�o�þ���c�� ���)���þ�o�)�� �·�I�)�����¢�ª�·�� ���f�þ���c��
�o�þ�q���·�{���I�{�ª�·���·�I�)���q�)�Ü�ª���{�q���·�I�)���f�)�þ�"�N�q�B���F�¢�)�q���I���·�)�f�)�Û�N�ª�N�{�q�����I�þ�q�q�)�f���¼�F�•���¡ It was a 
���)�B�N�q�q�N�q�B���+���þ�q�"�����ª�N�q���)���·�I�)�q�����)�ò�A�{�¢�·�ª���·�{���"�N�Û�)�¢�ª�N�A�â���I�þ�Û�)�����)�)�q���o�{�Û�N�q�B���A�{�¢�Ü�þ�¢�"��
step by step, even though there is still a long way to go. 

���)���þ�¢�)�þ���N�ª���Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�¢���Ü�N�·�I���N�q�"�)�Ÿ�)�q�"�)�q�·���·�¢�þ�"�)�¢�ª���{�¢�N�B�N�q�þ�f�f�â���A�¢�{�o���t�{�¢�·�I���þ�q�"��
�à�)�ª�·�����A�¢�N���þ���Ü�I�{���ª�)�f�f�����N�B�þ�¢�)�·�·�)�ª�����I�{�·�����{�¢�q�����{�¢���"�¢�N�q�c�ª���þ�·���o�)�·�¢�{���)�á�N�·�ª�������)�¢�)���þ�¢�)��
�þ�f�ª�{���þ���A�)�Ü���¢�)�ª�·�þ�¿�¢�þ�q�·�ª���ª�)�¢�Û�N�q�B���A�{�{�"���A�¢�{�o���·�I�)�����A�¢�N���þ�q�����{�q�·�N�q�)�q�·�����à�I�N�f�)�����{�·�I��
� �I���·�)�þ�¿���¦�{�¿�B�)���þ�q�"��� �I���·�)�þ�¿���"�<�/�þ�¿���¢�)�o�þ�N�q�����)�q�·�)�¢�ª���{�A�����f�þ���c���)���{�q�{�o�N�����f�N�A�)�����·�I�)��
banlieues such as Sarcelles are home to a large Black community made up 
�f�þ�¢�B�)�f�â���{�A���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���{�A��� �þ�¢�N�����)�þ�q���þ�q�"�����A�¢�N���þ�q���{�¢�N�B�N�q�������)���¢�)�ª�N�"�)�q�·�ª�����{�o�)���A�¢�{�o��
a variety of countries, with most Caribbean people from Martinique and 
�G�¿�þ�"�)�f�{�¿�Ÿ�)�� �þ�q�"�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�ª�� �o�þ�N�q�f�â�� �A�¢�{�o�� �®�)�q�)�B�þ�f���� � �•�·�)�� �"�<�S�Û�{�N�¢�)���� �þ�q�"�� � �þ�o�)�¢-
oon. But all face poverty, unemployment, and sometimes violence at higher 
rates than their neighbors in the center of Paris. French radio France Inter 
�ª�þ�N�"�� �·�I�þ�·���� �þ�����{�¢�"�N�q�B���·�{�� �þ�� �ª�¿�¢�Û�)�â�� �A�¢�{�o�� �t�{�Û�)�o���)�¢�� �‘�•�•�—���·�{�� �d�þ�q�¿�þ�¢�â�� �‘�•�•� �̃��� �¢�)�ª�N-
dents have 20 percent less chance of receiving a response when applying for 
�þ���`�{�����{�ò�A�)�¢���þ�q�"���’�•���Ÿ�)�¢���)�q�·���f�)�ª�ª�����I�þ�q���)���{�A�����)�N�q�B�����{�q�·�þ���·�)�"���þ�B�þ�N�q���þ�ü�·�)�¢���þ���ª�Ÿ�{�q-
taneous application.�¢

���)�� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â�� �{�A�� �®�þ�¢���)�f�f�)�ª�� �Ÿ�)�¢�A�)���·�f�â�� �ª�â�o���{�f�N�ì�)�ª�� �þ�� ���N�·�â�� ���¿�N�f�·�� �·�I�¢�{�¿�B�I�� �Ÿ�{�ª�·�.
�à�{�¢�f�"�� �à�þ�¢�� �¼�Ü�{�� �N�o�o�N�B�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���� �þ�f�·�I�{�¿�B�I�� �F�¢�)�q���I�� ���{�f�{�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�� �I�þ�"�� �þ�f�¢�)�þ�"�â��
���¢�{�¿�B�I�·���o�þ�q�â�����f�þ���c���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���·�{���·�I�)�����{�¿�q�·�¢�â�����'�¿�¢�N�q�B���·�I�)���•�˜�”�•�ª���þ�q�"���•�˜�•�•�ª�����Ÿ�¢�{�`-
ects were created in order to house the “�Ÿ�N�)�"�ª�4�q�{�N�¢�ª�:���þ�q�"���d�)�Ü�ª���A�¢�{�o�����f�B�)�¢�N�þ�������)��
“�Ÿ�N�)�"�4�q�{�N�¢�ª” were French and other people of European origin who were born in 

�¼�� ���¼�F�•�� �#�+���|�À�Ü�£�*�� �g�ÿ�� �¸�+�g�+�� ���|�À�g�*�À�£�� � �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���g�O���*�£�ÿ�¸�O�|�r���B�£���p�*�#�O�ÿ�«���Ž�Œ�Œ�’���Œ�“���•�“���¸�B�•�+�#�*���|�À�Ü�£�*�+
�g�ÿ�+�¸�*�g�*�+���|�À�g�*�À�£���•�’�Ž�•�•��

�½�� ���'�O�«���£�O�p�O�r�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�������g�8�*�p���ÿ�À���J�*�������g�*�«���£�+�«�À�g�¸�ÿ�¸�«���#�*���g�ÿ�����ÿ�p� �ÿ�C�r�*���#�*���¸�*�«�¸�O�r�C��� �ÿ�«�«�+�*���«�|�À�«���«�O�g�*�r���*��
� �ÿ�£���g�*���C�|�À�Ü�*�£�r�*�p�*�r�¸���J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���B�£�ÿ�r���*�O�r�¸�*�£���B�£���*���|�r�|�p�O�*���#�O�«���£�O�p�O�r�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�+�ÿ�+�g�+�*�p���ÿ�À���J�*�+
�g�*�«�+�£�*�«�À�g�¸�ÿ�¸�«�+�#�*�+�g�ÿ�+���ÿ�p� �ÿ�C�r�*�+�#�*�+�¸�*�«�¸�O�r�C�+� �ÿ�«�«�*�*�+�«�|�À�«�+�«�O�g�*�r���*�+� �ÿ�£�+�g�*�+�C�|�À�Ü�*�£�r�*�p�*�r�¸
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���f�B�)�¢�N�þ���"�¿�¢�N�q�B���·�I�)���Ÿ�)�¢�N�{�"���{�A���F�¢�)�q���I���¢�¿�f�)���A�¢�{�o���•�—�’�•���·�{���•�˜�•�‘���þ�q�"���I�þ�"���·�{���¢�)�·�¿�¢�q���·�{��
�F�¢�þ�q���)�� �þ�·�� �·�I�)�� �)�q�"���{�A���·�I�)�� ���f�B�)�¢�N�þ�q���à�þ�¢���� ���)�â���f�)�ü�·�� �)�Û�)�¢�â�·�I�N�q�B�����)�I�N�q�"���N�q���t�{�¢�·�I��
Africa. Like them, Jews from Algeria also had to move to France and reestablish 
their lives when the former �"�*�Ÿ�þ�¢�·�)�o�)�q�· became an independent country in 
�•�˜�•�‘�������ª�����f�B�)�¢�N�þ���Ü�þ�ª�����{�q�ª�N�"�)�¢�)�"���þ���F�¢�)�q���I���"�*�Ÿ�þ�¢�·�)�o�)�q�· for almost a century, its 
independence was judged as blasphemy by the French government. 

Among the immigrants were 
the sons and daughters of 
African tirailleurs – the well-
known soldiers who fought 
alongside the French during 
�à�{�¢�f�"�� �à�þ�¢�ª�� �•�q�)�� �þ�q�"�� �¼�Ü�{����
Following the oil crisis of 
�•�˜�–�’�+� �̃��� �Ü�I�N���I�� �ª�f�{�Ü�)�"�� �N�o�o�N-
gration, new arrivals came 
to Sarcelles as families from 
�·�I�)�� ���{�q�·�N�q�)�q�·�� �¢�)�¿�q�N���)�"���� ���)��
soldiers are now honored 
in their descendants’ place 
of settlement with a mon-
ument outside the train 

station.�š�™ Unveiled in May 2018, former Sar-
���)�f�f�)�ª�<�ª�� �o�þ�â�{�¢�� �F�¢�þ�q���{�N�ª�� �£�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�q�N�� �þ�q�"�� �"�)�Ÿ�¿�·�â��
mayor Youri Mazou-Sacko, a former com-
munity leader of Central African origin, were 
�¢�)�ª�Ÿ�{�q�ª�N���f�)�� �A�{�¢�� �N�·�ª�� �)�¢�)���·�N�{�q���� ���N�ª�� �o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·��

�I�þ�ª���·�I�¢�)�)���Ÿ�þ�¢�·�ª�����¼�{���·�I�)���¢�N�B�I�·���þ�q�"���f�)�ü�·���þ�¢�)�����A�¢�N���þ�q���ª�{�f�"�N�)�¢�ª���Ü�N�·�I���·�I�)�N�¢���ª�Ÿ�)���N�þ�f��
�¿�q�N�A�{�¢�o�ª���A�¢�{�o���à�{�¢�f�"���à�þ�¢�ª���•�q�)���þ�q�"���¼�Ü�{�����S�q���·�I�)�����)�q�·�)�¢���þ�q���N�q�ª���¢�N�Ÿ�·�N�{�q���¢�)�þ�"�ª����
“In honor of the brave African soldiers who participated in the liberation of 
France.”�š�š

�µ��́� ���h�*���g�|�r�C�����|�p���ÿ�¸���#�*�«���ÿ���|�g�O�¸�O�|�r�«�	�7��� �J�¸�¸� �«�������p�*�p�|�£�O�ÿ�g���r�ÿ�r�¸�*�«���B�£���*�r���¸�J�*�+�g�|�r�C�+�«�¸�£�À�C�C�g�*�+�B�|�£�+�ÿ���+
�|�g�O�¸�O�|�r���!

�µ�µ�� ���S�r���¸�J�*���|�£�O�C�O�r�ÿ�g�����6�N�|�r�r�*�À�£���ÿ�À�â���Ü�ÿ�g�*�À�£�*�À�â���«�|�g�#�ÿ�¸�«���ÿ�B�£�O���ÿ�O�r�«���¢�À�O���|�r�¸��� �ÿ�£�¸�O���O� �ÿ�¸�+���ÿ���g�ÿ���g�O���*�£�ÿ�¸�O�|�r��
�#�*���g�ÿ���F�£�ÿ�r���*���7

�F�O�C�À�£�*���’���•�����r�|�r�À�p�*�r�¸���¸�|���¸�J�*��
���B�£�O���ÿ�r���¸�O�£�ÿ�O�g�g�*�À�£�«���(���¸�J�*���Ý�*�g�g�+
�d�r�|�Ý�r���«�|�g�#�O�*�£�«���Ý�J�|���B�|�À�C�J�¸��
�ÿ�g�|�r�C�«�O�#�*���¸�J�*���F�£�*�r���J���#�À�£�O�r�C���à�|�£�g�#��
�à�ÿ�£�«���•�r�*���ÿ�r�#���¼�Ý�|�����£�J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J����
�/� �+�*���N�*�£�Ü�+���'�O�r�C�|�r�C�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�Ž
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Unfortunately, in the year following its unveiling, the monument was 
defaced.�š�› Sarcelles mayor Patrick Haddad called the action shocking, espe-
cially since the monument had been so recently erected. According to him, 
it was “fractured and cut in two” and could not be repaired; instead, it was 
rebuilt to look like it had before.�š�œ 

���N�ª�� �N�ª�� �q�{�·�� �·�I�)�� �{�q�f�â�� �o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·�� �·�{�� ���f�þ���c�� �Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)�� �N�q�� �®�þ�¢���)�f�f�)�ª���� ���)�� �þ�¢�)�þ�<�ª��
�ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q�·�� � �þ�¢�N�����)�þ�q�� ���{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â�� �I�þ�ª�� �þ�f�ª�{�� �ª�)�)�q�� �·�I�)�� �þ�����{�o�Ÿ�f�N�ª�I�o�)�q�·�ª�� �{�A��
�N�·�ª�� �I�)�¢�{�)�ª�� �I�{�q�{�¢�)�"���� �•�q�)�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �o�{�ª�·�� �Ÿ�¢�{�o�N�q�)�q�·�� �o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·�ª�� �N�ª�� �A�{�¢�� ���N�o�*��
� �*�ª�þ�N�¢�)�� �#�•�˜�•�’�+�‘�•�•�—�$���� �� ���)�� �r�þ�¢�·�N�q�¡�¿�þ�N�ª�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �{�q�)�� �{�A�� �þ�� �·�¢�N�Ÿ�·�â���I�� �+�� �þ�f�ª�{�� �c�q�{�Ü�q��
as “les trois pères,�:���Ü�I�N���I���þ�f�ª�{���N�q���f�¿�"�)�"���®�)�q�)�B�þ�f�)�ª�)�.���{�¢�q���h�*�{�Ÿ�{�f�"���®�*�"�þ�¢���®�)�q�B-
�I�{�¢���#�•�˜�•�•�+�‘�•�•�•�$�����þ�q�"���h�*�{�q�.�G�{�q�·�¢�þ�q���'�þ�o�þ�ª���#�•�˜�•�‘�+�–�—�$�����Ü�I�{���Ü�þ�ª���A�¢�{�o���F�¢�)�q���I��
�G�¿�N�þ�q�þ�������)�â�����{�.�A�{�¿�q�"�)�"���·�I�)�����þ�q�·�N�.���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�N�ª�·���F�¢�)�q���I���f�N�·�)�¢�þ�¢�â�����þ�¢�·�N�ª�·�N�������Ÿ�I�N�f�{-
sophical, and political movement  Negritude, which will be discussed in the 
�q�)�á�·�� �ª�)���·�N�{�q���� �� �S�q�þ�¿�B�¿�¢�þ�·�)�"�� �N�q�� �t�{�Û�)�o���)�¢�� �‘�•�•�•���� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q���)�� �{�A�� � �*�ª�þ�N�¢�)�<�ª��
grandson Christophe, the bronze bust was sculpted by Guadeloupean art-
ist Jean-Claude Nasso, who is committed to the recognition of Caribbean 
culture. From the top of its black pedestal, at human height, it oversees the 
�£�f�þ���)���d�)�þ�q�.�£�N�)�¢�¢�)���£�þ�ª�ª�*�.� �{�¿�·�¢�N�q�����Ü�I�)�¢�)���N�·���N�ª���f�{���þ�·�)�"�����þ�ª���Ü�)�f�f���þ�ª���·�I�)���f�N�Û�)�f�â���ª�¿�¢-
�¢�{�¿�q�"�N�q�B���F�f�þ�q�þ�"�)�ª���"�N�ª�·�¢�N���·�����������¢�N�)�A���N�q�·�¢�{�"�¿���·�N�{�q���Ü�¢�N�·�·�)�q���¿�q�"�)�¢���·�I�)�����¿�ª�·���ª�þ�â�ª����
“Emblem of Negritude, in his life he defended humanism and cultural iden-
tity.” �š�•

�S�q���r�þ�â���‘�•�•�’�����A�{�¢�o�)�¢���o�þ�â�{�¢���{�A���®�þ�¢���)�f�f�)�ª���F�¢�þ�q���{�N�ª���£�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�q�N���¿�q�Û�)�N�f�)�"���þ���ª�·�þ�·�¿�)��
�þ�ª���Ÿ�þ�¢�·���{�A���þ���B�)�q�)�þ�f�{�B�â���Ÿ�¢�{�`�)���·���ª�Ÿ�)�þ�¢�I�)�þ�"�)�"�����â��� �r�˜�—�����N�q���·�¢�N���¿�·�)���·�{���·�I�)���Û�N���·�N�o�ª���{�A��
�)�q�ª�f�þ�Û�)�o�)�q�·�������)���o�þ�¢���f�)���o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·���Ü�þ�ª���þ�f�ª�{�����¢�)�þ�·�)�"�����â���t�þ�ª�ª�{���þ�q�"���A�)�þ�·�¿�¢�)�ª��
�þ�� �¢�)���·�þ�q�B�¿�f�þ�¢�� �ª�·�¢�¿���·�¿�¢�)�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �þ�� �B�f�{���)���� �S�·�� �N�ª�� �)�q�B�¢�þ�Û�)�"�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �‘�•�’�� �q�þ�o�)�ª�� �+�� ���¢�ª�·��
names, surnames, and numbers – arbitrarily attributed to former slaves freed 
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�N�q���G�¿�þ�"�)�f�{�¿�Ÿ�)���þ�q�"���r�þ�¢�·�N�q�N�¡�¿�)���N�q���•�—�“�—�����•�A���·�I�)���‘�•�’���q�þ�o�)�ª�����þ���{�¿�·���–�•�����)�f�{�q�B���·�{��
�·�I�)���þ�q���)�ª�·�{�¢�ª���{�A���®�þ�¢���)�f�f�)�ª���¢�)�ª�N�"�)�q�·�ª���� �•�q���·�I�)���"�þ�â���{�A���·�I�)���¿�q�Û�)�N�f�N�q�B����� �þ�¢�N�����)�þ�q��
residents surrounded Pupponi during the ceremony, rediscovering their 
�þ�q���)�ª�·�¢�þ�f���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â����� �r�˜�—���I�þ�ª���þ�f�¢�)�þ�"�â���¢�)�·�¢�þ���)�"���·�I�)���¢�{�¿�·�)���{�A���—�•���Ÿ�)�¢���)�q�·���{�A���ª�{�o�)��
157,000 Martiniquais and Guadeloupean enslaved who were given names 
�þ�ü�·�)�¢���·�I�)���þ���{�f�N�·�N�{�q���{�A���ª�f�þ�Û�)�¢�â���#�f�{�"�þ���‘�•�•�’�$���������ª�N�o�N�f�þ�¢���o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·�����þ�q�����)���A�{�¿�q�"��
in Saint-Denis, another 
banlieue in the north of 
Paris.

A second monument 
�·�{�� � �*�ª�þ�N�¢�)�� �N�ª�� �f�{���þ�·�)�"�� �{�q��
�·�I�)�� �A�¢�{�q�·�� �þ�q�"�� �·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·��
�ô �f�{�{�¢�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �h�þ�q�B�A�¿�ª��
�f�N���¢�þ�¢�â�� ���¿�N�f�"�N�q�B���� �þ�� �A�¢�)�ª���{��
created in November 
2016 by painter Jean-
�F�¢�þ�q���{�N�ª���£�)�¢�¢�{�â�����þ�f�N�þ�ª���9�d�)�A��
���*�¢�{�ª�{�f���:�� �N�q�� �þ�ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q��
with the Galerie Math-
goth. It reads “Justice 
listens at the gates of 
beauty”�š�ž and is part of 
�·�I�)���9�•�•�•���à�þ�f�f�ª���A�{�¢���æ�{�¿�·�I�:���Ÿ�¢�{�`�)���·�����þ���q�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f�����{�q�·�)�o�Ÿ�{�¢�þ�¢�â���¿�¢���þ�q���þ�¢�·���Ÿ�¢�{�`�)���·��
�·�{�� �·�)�þ���I�� �â�{�¿�q�B���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)�� �þ���{�¿�·�� �ª�·�¢�{�q�B���Û�þ�f�¿�)�ª���� �¢�)�ª�Ÿ�)���·���� �ª�{�f�N�"�þ�¢�N�·�â���� �"�N�Û�)�¢�ª�N�·�â���� �þ�q�"��
�·�{�f�)�¢�þ�q���)���#� �I�þ�ò�A�{�·�·�)���‘�•�•�•�$��

Marking the Negritude Movement

�®�·�¢�{�q�B�f�â���N�q�ô �f�¿�)�q���)�"�����â���·�I�)���N�þ�¢�f�)�o���¦�)�q�þ�N�ª�ª�þ�q���)���N�q���·�I�)���Ã�®���������·�I�)���t�)�B�¢�N�·�¿�"�)��
�r�{�Û�)�o�)�q�·�� ���)�B�þ�q�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �•�˜�’�•�ª�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� � �*�ª�þ�N�¢�)���� �®�)�q�B�I�{�¢���� �þ�q�"�� �'�þ�o�þ�ª�� �o�)�·�� �þ�ª��
students in Paris and created the monthly journal �h�B�0�·�¿�"�N�þ�q�·���t�{�N�¢�������)���Ÿ�¿��-
lication attracted francophone writers of African descent and all three pub-
�f�N�ª�I�)�"���Ü�{�¢�c�ª���N�q���·�I�)���Ÿ�)�¢�N�{�"�N���þ�f�����'�þ�o�þ�ª���Ÿ�¿���f�N�ª�I�)�"���I�N�ª�����¢�ª�·���Ÿ�{�)�o�ª���þ�q�" Senghor 
�I�N�ª�� ���¢�ª�·�� �þ�¢�·�N���f�)�ª���� �N�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢���� �t�)�B�¢�N�·�¿�"�)�� �þ�f�ª�{�� �"�¢�)�Ü�� �{�q�� �þ�� ���¿�¢�B�)�{�q�N�q�B�����¿�f�·�¿�¢�þ�f��
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�F�O�C�À�£�*���’���Ž�����r�À�£�ÿ�g���#�*� �O���¸�O�r�C�����O�p�+��� �+�«�ÿ�O�£�*���O�r���®�ÿ�£���*�g�g�*�«����
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�Ü�þ�Û�)���N�q���N�þ�N�·�N���#���{�¿���I�þ�¢�"���‘�•�•�˜�����’�—�•�$�����þ�q�"���N�·�ª���Ÿ�¢�{�Ÿ�{�q�)�q�·�ª���I�þ�"���þ�����{�q�q�)���·�N�{�q���·�{��
Pan-Africanism, discussed in Chapter 3.

�S�q���•�˜�’�”����� �*�ª�þ�N�¢�)�����{�N�q�)�"���·�I�)���Ü�{�¢�"���t�)�B�¢�N�·�¿�"�)���N�q���·�I�)���Ÿ�¿���f�N���þ�·�N�{�q���#���c�{�������N�·�)�"��
�N�q���r�N�f�f�)�¢���‘�•�•�•�$�������)���Ü�{�¢�"���)�q���þ�Ÿ�ª�¿�f�þ�·�)�"���·�I�)���ª�)�f�A�.�þ�ò���¢�o�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A�����f�þ���c���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)��
and was an expression of a revolt against French colonialism and racism. He 
also used the term in his poem “Cahier d’un retour au pays natal” (Journal of 
a Homecoming), a landmark of modern French poetry and a founding text of 
the movement.�š�Ÿ In his book Discours sur le colonialisme���#�•�˜�”�•�$����� �*�ª�þ�N�¢�)���Ü�{�¿�f�"��
later critique the hypocrisy of justifying colonization and questioned the use 
of colonialism as well as its impact, calling Europe indefensible for its actions 
�#�t�â�)�� �‘�•�•�•�$���� �à�N�·�I�� �·�I�)�N�¢�� �Ü�{�¢�c���� � �*�ª�þ�N�¢�)���� �'�þ�o�þ�ª���� �þ�q�"�� �®�)�q�B�I�{�¢�� ���¢�{�¿�B�I�·�� �þ���{�¿�·��
�N�q���¢�)�þ�ª�)�"�����{�q�ª���N�{�¿�ª�q�)�ª�ª���þ�q�"���þ�Ü�þ�¢�)�q�)�ª�ª���{�A���·�I�)�����f�þ���c���ª�N�·�¿�þ�·�N�{�q���N�q���F�¢�þ�q���)�������)��
movement allowed Black people to see themselves through their own eyes 
and understand their own qualities. Negritude was based on the idea that 
a common African diaspora identity was needed to overcome the social and 
political rhetoric of French colonialism and the resulting domination. It gave 
Black people the ability to communicate to whites that, from now on, Blacks 
would be asserting themselves (Sprague 2018). 

In addition to literature, Negritude was also a philosophy of African art, 
�þ�ª�� �®�)�q�B�I�{�¢�� �N�q�ª�N�ª�·�)�"���� �à�I�)�q�� �I�)�� ���¢�ª�·�� �þ�¢�¢�N�Û�)�"�� �N�q�� �£�þ�¢�N�ª�� �þ�·�� �·�I�)�� �)�q�"�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �•�˜�‘�•�ª����
modern European art was already drawing on art nègre (Black art). Pablo 
Picasso, in particular, had already taken to making African sculptures and 
masks. However, Senghor wanted Negritude to be the ideology behind Afri-
can art, particularly the forms so characteristic of African masks and sculp-
�·�¿�¢�)�ª���þ���¢�{�ª�ª���"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·���¢�)�B�N�{�q�ª���þ�q�"�����¿�f�·�¿�¢�)�ª�����N�)���)�á�Ÿ�f�þ�N�q�)�"���·�I�þ�·�����A�¢�N���þ�q���þ�¢�·���Ü�þ�ª��
not created to reproduce or embellish reality but to establish the connection 
with what he labeled the �ª�¿���4�¢�)�þ�f�N�·�â that is the universe of vital forces.�š�  In 
�•�˜�”�•�����®�)�q�B�I�{�¢���þ�¢�B�¿�)�"���·�I�þ�·�����f�þ���c�����¿�f�·�¿�¢�)���o�¿�ª�·���þ���c�q�{�Ü�f�)�"�B�)���N�·�ª���{�Ü�q���·�¢�þ�"�N�·�N�{�q�ª��
but combine this with an open approach to new ideas and developments in 
art. Artist Ben Enwonwu articulated this in “Problems of the African Artist 
�¼�{�"�þ�â���:�� �Ü�I�N���I�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �Ÿ�¿���f�N�ª�I�)�"�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �`�{�¿�¢�q�þ�f���£�¢�*�ª�)�q���)�� ���A�¢�N���þ�N�q�)��the same year 
�#�/�q�Ü�{�q�Ü�¿�� �•�˜�”�•�$���� �N�)�� ���þ�f�f�)�"�� �A�{�¢�� �þ�q�� �N�q�·�)�¢�q�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�� �þ�¢�·�� �·�I�þ�·�� �¢�)�ª�Ÿ�{�q�"�)�"��

�µ�º�� ���¼�J�*��� �|�*�p�����ÿ�r�����*���B�|�À�r�#���|�r���¸�J�O�«���Ý�*���«�O�¸�*����� �J�¸�¸� �«�������#�À�d�*�À� �£�*�«�«���Ý�|�£�#� �£�*�«�«�����|�p���Ž�Œ�•�”���Œ�•���•�”��
� �|�*�p�+�|�B�+�¸�J�*�+�Ý�*�*�d�+�•�•���!

�µ�»�� ���t�+�C�£�O�¸�À�#�*�	���®�¸�ÿ�r�B�|�£�#���/�r���ã���g�|� �*�#�O�ÿ���|�B���£�J�O�g�|�«�|� �J�ã�	��First published Mon May 24, 2010; substan-
tive revision Wed May 23, 2018 � �J�¸�¸� �«������� �g�ÿ�¸�|���«�¸�ÿ�r�B�|�£�#���*�#�À���*�r�¸�£�O�*�«���r�*�C�£�O�¸�À�#�*���!
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to contemporary life and times but was also aware of traditional, local, and 
�B�f�{���þ�f���N�q�ô �f�¿�)�q���)�ª��

�S���Ý�O�g�g���r�|�¸���ÿ�����*� �¸���ÿ�r���O�r�B�*�£�O�|�£��� �|�«�O�¸�O�|�r���O�r���¸�J�*���ÿ�£�¸���Ý�|�£�g�#���
���/�À�£�|� �*�ÿ�r���ÿ�£�¸�O�«�¸�«���g�O�d�* 
�£�O���ÿ�«�«�|�	�� ���£�ÿ�¢�À�*�� �ÿ�r�#�� �ß�g�ÿ�p�O�r���d�� �Ý�*�£�*�� �O�r�õ�g�À�*�r���*�#�� ���ã�� ���B�£�O���ÿ�r�� �ÿ�£�¸���� �/�Ü�*�£�ã���|�#�ã��
�«�*�*�«���¸�J�ÿ�¸���ÿ�r�#���O�«���r�|�¸���|� � �|�«�*�#���¸�|���O�¸�������À�¸���Ý�J�*�r���¸�J�*�ã���«�*�*�����B�£�O���ÿ�r���ÿ�£�¸�O�«�¸�«���Ý�J�|���ÿ�£�*��
�O�r�õ�g�À�*�r���*�#�����ã���¸�J�*�O�£���/�À�£�|� �*�ÿ�r���¸�£�ÿ�O�r�O�r�C���ÿ�r�#���¸�*���J�r�O�¢�À�*�	���¸�J�*�ã���*�â� �*���¸���¸�J�ÿ�¸�����B�£�O�+
���ÿ�r���¸�|���«�¸�O���d���¸�|���¸�J�*�O�£���¸�£�ÿ�#�O�¸�O�|�r�ÿ�g���B�|�£�p�«���
���S���#�|���r�|�¸�����|� �ã���¸�£�ÿ�#�O�¸�O�|�r�ÿ�g���ÿ�£�¸�����S���g�O�d�*���Ý�J�ÿ�¸��
�S���«�*�*���O�r���¸�J�*���Ý�|�£�d�«���|�B��� �*�|� �g�*���g�O�d�*���G�O�ÿ���|�p�*�¸�¸�O�����À�¸���S���#�|���r�|�¸�����|� �ã���¸�J�*�p���
���S���d�r�*�Ý��
�J�*�� �Ý�ÿ�«�� �O�r�õ�g�À�*�r���*�#�� ���ã�� ���B�£�O���ÿ�r�� �«���À�g� �¸�À�£�*�«���� ���À�¸�� �S�� �Ý�|�À�g�#�� �r�|�¸�� ���*�� �O�r�õ�g�À�*�r���*�#�� ���ã��
�G�O�ÿ���|�p�*�¸�¸�O�	�����*���ÿ�À�«�*���J�*���Ý�ÿ�«���O�r�õ�g�À�*�r���*�#�����ã���p�ã���ÿ�r���*�«�¸�|�£�«���—�ž

�����"�)���þ�"�)���f�þ�·�)�¢�����®�)�q�B�I�{�¢���{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�"���·�I�)���à�{�¢�f�"���F�)�ª�·�N�Û�þ�f���{�A���t�)�B�¢�{�����¢�·�ª���N�q���'�þ�c�þ�¢��
�N�q���•�˜�•�•�����Ÿ�¢�{�Û�N�"�N�q�B���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���{�����þ�ª�N�{�q���A�{�¢���o�þ�q�â�����f�þ���c���þ�¢�·�N�ª�·�ª�����o�¿�ª�N���N�þ�q�ª�����Ü�¢�N�·-
ers, poets, and actors to participate in a global examination of African cul-
ture. 

Meanwhile, Martiniquais psychiatrist and intellectual Frantz Fanon, a 
�A�{�¢�o�)�¢���ª�·�¿�"�)�q�·���{�A�����N�o�*��� �*�ª�þ�N�¢�)�����þ�"�"�)�"���Ÿ�¢�þ���·�N���þ�f���þ�q�"���·�I�)�{�¢�)�·�N���þ�f���þ�q�þ�f�â�ª�N�ª���{�A��
�·�I�)���·�¢�þ�¿�o�þ�·�N�����)�ò�A�)���·�ª���{�A�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�N�ª�o���þ�q�"���¢�þ���N�ª�o���·�{���·�I�)���"�N�ª���{�¿�¢�ª�)���N�q���I�N�ª���ª�)�o-
inal works ���f�þ���c���®�c�N�q�����à�I�N�·�)���r�þ�ª�c�ª���#�•�˜�”�‘�$���þ�q�"�����)���à�¢�)�·���I�)�"���{�A���·�I�)���/�þ�¢�·�I���#�•�˜�•�•�$����
�S�q���þ�q���þ�·�·�)�o�Ÿ�·���·�{���¢�)�·�¢�N�)�Û�)���"�N�B�q�N�·�â���A�{�¢�����f�þ���c���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���A�¢�{�o���·�I�)���I�{�¢�¢�N�������{�¢�"�)�þ�f���{�A��
enslavement, the pioneering postcolonial theorist and activist used his expe-
�¢�N�)�q���)�ª���"�¿�¢�N�q�B���·�I�)���F�¢�)�q���I���{�����¿�Ÿ�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A�����f�B�)�¢�N�þ���·�{���)�á�Ÿ�f�þ�N�q���·�I�)���Û�N�{�f�)�q�·���)�ò�A�)���·�ª��
the system had on both the colonizer and the colonized. Fanon argued that, 
as long as the systems of enslavement and colonization existed, Black people 
would develop a sense of self only through the eyes of the white man, who, at 
the same time, developed a sense of self-superiority. In accordance with this 
idea, Senghor described the Negritude movement as “the sum total of the 
values of civilization of the Black world.”�š�¢

�S�q���·�I�)���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���{�A���·�I�)���o�{�Û�)�o�)�q�·�����·�I�)���Ü�{�o�)�q���Ü�I�{���I�)�f�Ÿ�)�"���ª�I�þ�Ÿ�)���N�·���þ�¢�)���{�ü�·�)�q��
forgotten – Paulette Nardal and her sister Jane in particular. A true pioneer, 
�£�þ�¿�f�)�·�·�)�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·�� ���f�þ���c�� �A�)�o�þ�f�)�� �)�q�B�N�q�)�)�¢�� �N�q�� �I�)�¢�� ���N�¢�·�I�Ÿ�f�þ���)���� �r�þ�¢�·�N�q�N�¡�¿�)����

�µ�¼�� ���¥�À�|�¸�*�#���B�£�|�p���¸�J�*���Ý�*���«�O�¸�*���|�B���¸�J�*���¼�ÿ�¸�*���C�ÿ�g�g�*�£�ã���O�r���¸�J�*���Ã�f��� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���¸�ÿ�¸�*���|�£�C���À�d���ÿ�£�¸���ÿ�£�¸�+
�¸�*�£�p�«���r���r�*�C�£�O�¸�À�#�*�!

�µ�½�� ���t�+�C�£�O�¸�À�#�*�	���®�¸�ÿ�r�B�|�£�#���/�r���ã���g�|� �*�#�O�ÿ���|�B���£�J�O�g�|�«�|� �J�ã�	��First published Mon May 24, 2010; substan-
tive revision Wed May 23, 2018 � �J�¸�¸� �«������� �g�ÿ�¸�|���«�¸�ÿ�r�B�|�£�#���*�#�À���*�r�¸�£�O�*�«���r�*�C�£�O�¸�À�#�*���!
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�S�q�� �•�˜�‘�•���� �ª�I�)�� ���)���þ�o�)�� �·�I�)��
���¢�ª�·�� ���f�þ���c�� �Ÿ�)�¢�ª�{�q�� �·�{��
study at the Sorbonne 
University in Paris, 
along with her sister; 
Paulette studied English 
and her sister litera-
�·�¿�¢�)�����S�q���•�˜�‘�—�����·�I�)���Ü�{�o�)�q��
joined the Pan-African 
newspaper �h�þ�� �'�*�Ÿ�.���I�)��
���A�¢�N���þ�N�q�). Additionally, 
Jane wrote the mani-
festo “Black Interna-
tionalism,” a pioneering 
text about a united Black 
movement with African, 
African American, and

� �þ�¢�N�����)�þ�q���Ÿ�þ�¢�·�N���N�Ÿ�þ�·�N�{�q�����S�q���•�˜�’�•�����·�I�)���ª�N�ª�·�)�¢�ª�����¢�)�þ�·�)�"���h�þ���¦�)�Û�¿�)���"�¿���r�{�q�"�)���t�{�N�¢ 
based on meetings in their salon in Clamart, a Paris suburb, where guests 
�ª�Ÿ�{�c�)�� �F�¢�)�q���I�� �þ�q�"�� �/�q�B�f�N�ª�I���� ���)�â�� �¢�)���)�N�Û�)�"�� �Ÿ�{�)�·�ª���� �Ü�¢�N�·�)�¢�ª���� �o�¿�ª�N���N�þ�q�ª���� �þ�q�"��
intellectuals from the Black diaspora, who shared drinks, music, and poetry, 
�þ�q�"�� �{�ü�·�)�q�� �"�N�ª���¿�ª�ª�)�"�� �·�{�Ÿ�N���ª�� �ª�¿���I�� �þ�ª�� ���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�N�ª�o���� �¢�þ���)�� �N�ª�ª�¿�)�ª���� �þ�q�"�� �{�·�I�)�¢�� ���¿�¢-
�¢�)�q�·�� �Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���þ�f�� �"�)���þ�·�)�ª���� �G�¿�)�ª�·�ª�� �N�q���f�¿�"�)�"�� � �*�ª�þ�N�¢�)���� �®�)�q�B�I�{�¢���� �þ�q�"�� �'�þ�o�þ�ª�� �#�¼�)�¢-
riennes 2021). In addition to writers, scholars, and musicians, the meetings 
also attracted visual artists who created works that not only acknowledged 
�þ�q���N�)�q�·�����A�¢�N���þ�q���·�¢�þ�"�N�·�N�{�q�ª�����¿�·���"�)���q�)�"�����{�q�·�)�o�Ÿ�{�¢�þ�¢�â�����f�þ���c�q�)�ª�ª����

���)���t�þ�¢�"�þ�f�ª���Ü�)�¢�)�����{�q���)�¢�q�)�"���þ���{�¿�·���A�)�o�þ�f�)���N�q���f�¿�ª�N�{�q��

�S�� �J�ÿ�Ü�*�� �|�ý�¸�*�r�� �¸�J�|�À�C�J�¸�� �ÿ�r�#�� �«�ÿ�O�#�	�� �ÿ���|�À�¸�� �¸�J�*�� ���*�C�O�r�r�O�r�C�«�� �|�B��négritude�	�� �¸�J�ÿ�¸�� �Ý�*��
�Ý�*�£�*�� �a�À�«�¸�� �À�r�J�ÿ� � �ã�� �Ý�|�p�*�r�	�� �p�ã�� �«�O�«�¸�*�£�� �ÿ�r�#�� �S�	�� �ÿ�r�#�� �¸�J�ÿ�¸�� �O�«�� �Ý�J�ã�� �Ý�*�� �Ý�*�£�*�� �r�*�Ü�*�£��
�p�*�r�¸�O�|�r�*�#�����S�¸���Ý�ÿ�«���À�r�#�*�£�«�¸�ÿ�¸�*�#�����*���ÿ�À�«�*���O�¸���Ý�ÿ�«���Ý�|�p�*�r���¸�ÿ�g�d�O�r�C���ÿ���|�À�¸���O�¸���˜�– 

�¶�´�� ���S�r���¸�J�*���|�£�O�C�O�r�ÿ�g��� �¸�£�ÿ�r�«�g�ÿ�¸�*�#�����ã���¸�J�*���ÿ�À�¸�J�|�£�!�����6�d�9�ÿ�O���«�|�À�Ü�*�r�¸��� �*�r�«�+���*�¸���#�O�¸�	������� �£�|� �|�«���#�*�«���#�+���À�¸�«��
�#�*���g�ÿ���r�+�C�£�O�¸�À�#�*�	���¢�À�*���r�|�À�«���r�9�+�¸�O�|�r�«���¢�À�*���#�*���p�ÿ�g�J�*�À�£�*�À�«�*�«���B�*�p�p�*�«�	���p�ÿ���«�|�*�À�£���*�¸���p�|�O�	���*�¸���¢�À�*��
���9�*�«�¸�� � �|�À�£�� ���*�g�ÿ�� �¢�À�9�|�r�� �ÿ�� �a�ÿ�p�ÿ�O�«�� � �ÿ�£�g�+�� �#�*�� �r�|�À�«���� � �9�+�¸�ÿ�O�¸�� �p�O�r�O�p�O�í�*�	�� �#�À�� �B�ÿ�O�¸�� �¢�À�*�� ���9�+�¸�ÿ�O�*�r�¸�� �#�*�«��
�B�*�p�p�*�«���¢�À�O���*�r��� �ÿ�£�g�ÿ�O�*�r�¸�7��� �G�£�|�g�g�*�p�À�r�#���Ž�Œ�•�”�!��

�F�O�C�À�£�*���’���•�����£�g�ÿ�¢�À�*���B�|�£���d�ÿ�r�*���ÿ�r�#���£�ÿ�À�g�*�¸�¸�*���t�ÿ�£�#�ÿ�g����
�£�J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J�����/� �+�*���N�*�£�Ü�+���'�O�r�C�|�r�C�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�Ž
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���)���Ü�{�o�)�q���I�þ�Û�)�����)�)�q���¢�)�o�)�o���)�¢�)�"�����N�A���{�q�f�â���N�q���þ���ª�o�þ�f�f�)�¢���Ü�þ�â���·�I�þ�q���·�I�)�N�¢���o�þ�f�)��
peers. Based on a proposal from the Paris city hall and its council in Novem-
ber 2018, Mayor Anne Hidalgo approved the naming of a pedestrian walkway 
�þ�ü�·�)�¢���·�I�)���ª�N�ª�·�)�¢�ª�������)���A�{�f�f�{�Ü�N�q�B���â�)�þ�¢�����N�q�����¿�B�¿�ª�·���‘�•�•� �̃����þ���Ÿ�f�þ�¡�¿�)���Ü�N�·�I���·�I�)���q�þ�o�)��
�9�£�¢�{�o�)�q�þ�"�)�� �d�þ�q�)�� �þ�q�"�� �£�þ�¿�f�)�·�·�)�� �t�þ�¢�"�þ�f�:�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �¿�q�Û�)�N�f�)�"�� �N�q���·�I�)�� �•�“�·�I�� �þ�¢�¢�{�q�"�N�ª�ª�)-
�o�)�q�·�����S�·���¢�)�þ�"�ª��

�®�O�«�¸�*�£�«�	���à�|�p�*�r���|�B���h�*�¸�¸�*�£�«���B�£�|�p���r�ÿ�£�¸�O�r�O�¢�À�*���S�r�«� �O�£�*�£�«���|�B���¸�J�*���g�O�¸�*�£�ÿ�£�ã���ÿ�r�#��� �|�g�O� �̧+
�O���ÿ�g���p�|�Ü�*�p�*�r�¸���|�B���t�*�C�£�O�¸�À�#�*���F�*�p�O�r�O�«�¸���p�O�g�O�¸�ÿ�r�¸�«�˜�—

���)���ª�N�ª�·�)�¢�ª�<���q�N�)���)�����ª�N�q�B�)�¢��� �I�¢�N�ª�·�N�þ�q�)���/�"�þ�.�£�N�)�¢�¢�)�����þ�·�·�)�q�"�)�"���·�I�)���¿�q�Û�)�N�f�N�q�B�����I�{�q-
oring her aunts who, as writers, philosophers, and teachers, laid the theoret-
�N���þ�f���þ�q�"���Ÿ�I�N�f�{�ª�{�Ÿ�I�N���þ�f�����þ�ª�)�ª���{�A���t�)�B�¢�N�·�¿�"�)���¿�Ÿ�{�q���Ü�I�N���I��� �*�ª�þ�N�¢�)�����®�)�q�B�I�{�¢�����þ�q�"��
Damas built. Activists are now pushing to have a plaque for Paulette Nardal 
�Ÿ�f�þ���)�"�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �£�þ�q�·�I�*�{�q���� ���)�� ���ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q�� �£�þ�¿�f�)�·�·�)�� �t�þ�¢�"�þ�f�� �þ�·�� �·�I�)�� �£�þ�q�·�I�*�{�q����
�Ü�I�{�ª�)���o�)�o���)�¢�ª���N�q���f�¿�"�)���r�þ�¢�·�N�q�N�¡�¿�þ�N�ª�����f�o�o�þ�c�)�¢���/�¿�ì�I�þ�q���£�þ�f���â�������{�.���I�þ�N�¢���{�A��
the committee, has been bringing attention to her contribution to the fem-
inist and Negritude movements, among others.�›�› Her better-known col-
�f�)�þ�B�¿�)�� � �*�ª�þ�N�¢�)�� �þ�f�¢�)�þ�"�â�� �I�þ�ª�� �þ�� �Ÿ�f�þ�¡�¿�)�� �N�q�� �I�N�ª�� �q�þ�o�)�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �£�þ�q�·�I�*�{�q���� � �*�ª�þ�N�¢�)��
�Ÿ�þ�ª�ª�)�"���þ�Ü�þ�â���N�q���‘�•�•�—���þ�q�"���I�N�ª�����{�"�â���Ü�þ�ª���·�þ�c�)�q�����þ���c���·�{���r�þ�¢�·�N�q�N�¡�¿�)�������¢�)�)���â�)�þ�¢�ª��
later, in April 2011, in a national event presided over by the French president 
Nicolas Sarközy, the plaque was unveiled in the Parisian monument.

�•�·�I�)�¢���o�þ�¢�c�)�¢�ª�����{�o�o�)�o�{�¢�þ�·�N�q�B��� �*�ª�þ�N�¢�)���N�q���f�¿�"�)���·�I�)���¥�¿�þ�N��� �*�ª�þ�N�¢�)���N�q���·�I�)��
1st arrondissement. It was inaugurated in June 2013 and is part of the Quai 
�"�)�ª�� �¼�¿�N�f�)�¢�N�)�ª���� ���)�� �ª�N�·�)�� �Ü�þ�ª�� ���I�{�ª�)�q�� ���â�� �·�I�)�� �£�þ�¢�N�ª�� �o�¿�q�N���N�Ÿ�þ�f�� ���{�¿�q���N�f�� �N�q���r�þ�¢���I��
�‘�•�•�’�������)���o�þ�â�{�¢���{�A���£�þ�¢�N�ª�������)�¢�·�¢�þ�q�"���'�)�f�þ�q�{�5�����I�þ�N�f�)�"���·�I�)���o�)�o�{�¢�â���{�A���·�I�)���r�þ�¢-
�·�N�q�N�¡�¿�þ�N�ª���Ÿ�{�)�·���Ü�I�{���Ü�{�¿�f�"���I�þ�Û�)�����)�)�q���•�•�•���â�)�þ�¢�ª���{�f�"���·�I�þ�·���â�)�þ�¢�������)���f�{���þ�·�N�{�q���N�ª��
�q�{�·���A�þ�¢���A�¢�{�o���þ�q�{�·�I�)�¢���o�þ�¢�c�)�¢���I�{�q�{�¢�N�q�B���þ�q���N�o�Ÿ�{�¢�·�þ�q�·�����B�¿�¢�)���{�A���·�I�)���t�)�B�¢�N�·�¿�"�)��
�o�{�Û�)�o�)�q�·�����S�q�N�·�N�þ�f�f�â���c�q�{�Ü�q���þ�ª���£�þ�ª�ª�)�¢�)�f�f�)���®�{�f�A�*�¢�N�q�{�����þ���A�{�{�·���¢�N�"�B�)���Ü�þ�ª���¢�)�q�þ�o�)�"��
�£�þ�ª�ª�)�¢�)�f�f�)�� �h�*�{�Ÿ�{�f�"�.�®�*�"�þ�¢�.�®�)�q�B�I�{�¢�� �N�q�� �•���·�{���)�¢�� �‘�•�•�•�›�œ to commemorate the 

�¶�µ�� ���S�r���¸�J�*���|�£�O�C�O�r�ÿ�g�����6�®�|�*�À�£�«�	���F�*�p�p�*���#�*���h�*�¸�¸�£�*�«���p�ÿ�£�¸�O�r�O�¢�À�ÿ�O�«�*�«�������/�C�*�£�O�*�«���#�À��� �|�À�£�ÿ�r�¸���g�O�¸�¸�*�£�ÿ�O�£�*��
�*�¸��� �|�g�O�¸�O�¢�À�*�������#�*���g�ÿ���t�+�C�£�O�¸�À�#�*�������r�O�g�O�¸�ÿ�r�¸�*�«���B�*�p�O�r�O�«�¸�*���7��

�¶�¶�� ���£�ÿ�À�g�*�¸�¸�*�� �t�ÿ�£�#�ÿ�g�� �ÿ�À�� �£�ÿ�r�¸�J�+�|�r���� �F�O�C�À�£�*�� �#�*�� �r�ÿ�¸�£�O�p�|�O�r�*�� �t�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�ÿ�g�	�� �0���£�O�Ü�ÿ�O�r�*�	�� �F�*�p�O�r�O�«�¸�*�	�� �*�¸��
�£�£�+���À�£�«�*�À�£�*�� �#�À�� �p�|�Ü�*�p�*�r�¸�� �#�*�� �g�ÿ�� �t�+�C�£�O�¸�À�#�*�	�� � �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý��� �ÿ�À�g�*�¸�¸�*�r�ÿ�£�#�ÿ�g�ÿ�À� �ÿ�r�¸�J�*�|�r��
���|�p���*�r���!

�¶�·�� ���£�ÿ�«�«�*�£�*�g�g�*�� �h�*�|� �|�g�#�� �®�*�#�ÿ�£�� �®�*�r�C�J�|�£�� �B�|�|�¸���£�O�#�C�*�� �O�r�� �£�ÿ�£�O�«�� � �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���*�À�¸�|�À�£�O�r�C�����|�p��� �ÿ�«��
�«�*�£�*�g�g�*���g�*�|� �|�g�#���«�*�#�ÿ�£���«�*�r�C�J�|�£���J�¸�p�g�!
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100th anniversary of the birth of the Senegalese politician and poet, who was 
�þ�f�ª�{���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�N�"�)�q�·���{�A���®�)�q�)�B�þ�f�����B�{�Û�)�¢�q�N�q�B���A�{�¢���·�Ü�{���"�)���þ�"�)�ª�����®�)�q�B�I�{�¢���Ü�þ�ª��
�þ�f�ª�{���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·�����A�¢�N���þ�q���·�{�����)���þ�q���)�f�)���·�)�"���o�)�o���)�¢���{�A���·�I�)�������þ�"�*�o�N�)���F�¢�þ�q���þ�N�ª�)���›�•

���q�{�·�I�)�¢�� �o�þ�¢�c�)�¢�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �o�{�Û�)�o�)�q�·�� ���{�q�·�N�q�¿�)�ª�� �·�{�� �)�"�¿���þ�·�)�� �·�{�"�þ�â���� ���)�� �`�{�¿�¢-
nal �£�¢�)�ª�)�q���)�����A�¢�N���þ�N�q�)���� �A�{�¿�q�"�)�"�����â�����f�N�{�¿�q�)���'�N�{�Ÿ���N�q���•�˜�“�–���� �ª�)�·�� �·�I�)�� �·�{�q�)���� �"�)�Ÿ�·�I����
and breath of decolonization aspirations of the Negritude movement. Early 
on, �£�¢�)�ª�)�q���)�����A�¢�N���þ�N�q�)���Ü�þ�ª���"�)���q�)�"���þ�ª���·�I�)���Û�{�N���)���{�A���·�I�)�����f�þ���c���Ü�{�¢�f�"���N�q���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)����
�o�þ�N�q�f�â�� �N�q�� �F�¢�þ�q���)���� ���N�ª�� �Û�{�N���)�� ���{�q�·�¢�N���¿�·�)�"�� �·�{�� �Ÿ�¢�{���f�þ�N�o�N�q�B�� �·�I�)�� �)�q�"�� �{�A�� �Ü�I�N�·�)��
monologue and was a platform for many Black intellectuals and for creating 
awareness in the Black diaspora of its own condition (Lock 2013). As a mag-
azine, it aligned with Pan-Africanism and gave voice to some already great 
���B�¿�¢�)�ª���{�A���t�)�B�¢�N�·�¿�"�)���·�I�)�{�¢�â�����N�q���f�¿�"�N�q�B��� �*�ª�þ�N�¢�)�������f�N�{�¿�q�)���®�þ�¢�¢�����®�)�q�B�I�{�¢�����¦�N���I-
�þ�¢�"���à�¢�N�B�I�·�����þ�q�"���F�þ�q�{�q�����·�{���q�þ�o�)���`�¿�ª�·���þ���A�)�Ü����

�S�q���•�˜�“� �̃����£�¢�)�ª�)�q���)�����A�¢�N���þ�N�q�) expanded from its origins as a quarterly jour-
�q�þ�f�� �þ�q�"�� ���)���þ�o�)�� �þ�� �Ÿ�¿���f�N�ª�I�N�q�B�� �I�{�¿�ª�)�� �þ�q�"�� ���{�{�c�ª�·�{�¢�)���� �•�Û�)�¢�� �·�I�)�� �q�)�á�·���ª�)�Û�)�¢�þ�f��
decades, a plethora of writers, such as Mongo Beti and Cheikh Anta Diop, 
also released books through the publisher. More than 60 years later, Presence 
���A�¢�N���þ�N�q�) continues to be an important cultural marker for Pan-Africanism 
and Negritude. Located in the 5th arrondissement, it is in the Latin Quarter, 
not far from the Sorbonne University. Inside, the space is a temple of books, 
housing a large selection of work from Black diaspora authors. Founder 
���f�N�{�¿�q�)���'�N�{�Ÿ���"�N�)�"���N�q���•�˜�—�•���þ�q�"���I�N�ª���Ü�N�A�)����� �I�¢�N�ª�·�N�þ�q�)���æ�þ�q�"�*�����·�{�{�c���{�Û�)�¢�����¼�{�"�þ�â����
professor and writer Romuald Fonkoua runs �£�¢�)�ª�)�q���)�����A�¢�N���þ�N�q�).

Hidden Histories/Unwritten Stories

���f�þ���c�� �f�N�Û�)�ª�� �I�þ�Û�)�� �f�{�q�B�� ���)�)�q�� �I�N�"�"�)�q�� �N�q�� �Ÿ�f�þ�N�q�� �ª�N�B�I�·�� �N�q�� �£�þ�¢�N�ª���� ���)�¢�)�� �þ�¢�)���ª�{�o�)��
markers celebrating their contributions, but the stories behind them are 
�ª�)�f�"�{�o�� �·�{�f�"���� �•�q�)�� �)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)�� �N�ª�� �·�I�)�� �ª�·�¢�)�)�·�� �q�þ�o�)�"�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� � �I�)�Û�þ�f�N�)�¢�� �"�)�� �®�þ�N�q�·�.
Georges in central Paris. Rue du Chevalier de Saint-Georges is located in the 
1st arrondissement. De Saint-Georges was an accomplished 18th-century 
���f�þ�ª�ª�N���þ�f�����{�o�Ÿ�{�ª�)�¢���þ�q�"�����I�þ�o�Ÿ�N�{�q���A�)�q���)�¢�����N�)���Ü�þ�ª�����{�¢�q���N�q���G�¿�þ�"�)�f�{�¿�Ÿ�)���N�q���•�–�“�”��
to Georges de Bologne Saint-Georges, a married white French planter, and 
Anne (also called Nanon), an enslaved African of Senegalese origin owned 

�¶�¸�� ���¼�J�*�������ÿ�#�+�p�O�*���F�£�ÿ�r���ÿ�O�«�*���|�Ü�*�£�«�*�*�«���¸�J�*���F�£�*�r���J���g�ÿ�r�C�À�ÿ�C�*���O�r���F�£�ÿ�r���*����
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���â�� �I�N�ª�� �Ü�N�A�)���� �à�I�)�q�� �I�)�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �þ�� �â�{�¿�q�B�� �ª�{�f�"�N�)�¢�� �I�)�� ���)���þ�o�)�� ���{�f�{�q�)�f�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �h�)�B�N�{�q��
�{�A���®�þ�N�q�·�.�G�)�{�¢�B�)�ª�����þ�q���þ�f�f�.���f�þ���c���¢�)�B�N�o�)�q�·���N�q���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�����B�I�·�N�q�B���A�{�¢���·�I�)���¦�)�Ÿ�¿���f�N����
during the French Revolution. Although he was a brave soldier and an exam-
ple of the country’s brightest and best, he faced racism from a young age and 
witnessed the horrors of enslavement. But his skills spoke for themselves, 
earning him a special place in French history. However, this was largely 
�N�B�q�{�¢�)�"���¿�q�·�N�f���'�)���)�o���)�¢���‘�•�•�•�����Ü�I�)�q���I�)�����q�þ�f�f�â���¢�)���)�N�Û�)�"���þ�q���{�ò�����N�þ�f���·�¢�N���¿�·�)��

At that time, Paris counselor George-Pau Langevin (originally from 
Guadeloupe) and Paris mayor Bertrand Delanoë changed the name of Rue 
�¦�N���I�)�Ÿ�þ�q�ª�)�� �·�{�� � �I�)�Û�þ�f�N�)�¢�� �"�)�� �®�þ�N�q�·�.�G�)�{�¢�B�)�ª���� ���)�� �{�¢�N�B�N�q�þ�f�� �ª�·�¢�)�)�·���q�þ�o�)�� �I�þ�"��
been controversial as it honored Antoine Richepanse, a former governor 
of Guadeloupe under Napoleon Bonaparte who was in charge of the resto-
ration of the enslavement system in Martinique and other islands in 1802. 
���)���F�¢�)�q���I���¦�)�Û�{�f�¿�·�N�{�q���þ�q�"�����f�þ���c���¢�)�Û�{�f�·�ª���I�þ�"���¢�)�ª�¿�f�·�)�"���N�q���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���þ�·�·�)�o�Ÿ�·���·�{��
�þ���{�f�N�ª�I���)�q�ª�f�þ�Û�)�o�)�q�·���N�q���•�–�˜�“�������ª���'�{�o�N�q�N�¡�¿�)���¼�þ�ò���q�����A�¢�{�o���·�I�)���F�{�¿�q�"�þ�·�N�{�q���A�{�¢��
�·�I�)���¦�)�o�)�o���¢�þ�q���)���{�A���®�f�þ�Û�)�¢�â�����)�á�Ÿ�f�þ�N�q�)�"��

�t�ÿ� �|�g�*�|�r���Ý�ÿ�r�¸�*�#���¸�|���*�â�¸�*�r�#���¸�J�*���F�£�*�r���J�����|�g�|�r�O�ÿ�g���*�p� �O�£�*���¸�|�����|�r�¸�£�|�g���¸�J�*��� �ÿ�£�O���+
���*�ÿ�r���� �¼�|�� ���|�g�|�r�O�í�*�� �¸�J�*�� �J�À�C�*�� �g�ÿ�r�#�� �|�B�� �h�|�À�O�«�O�ÿ�r�ÿ�� �O�r�� �t�|�£�¸�J�� ���p�*�£�O���ÿ�	�� �J�*�� �r�*�*�#�*�#��
�Ý�|�£�d�*�£�«���«�|���J�*���£�*�«�¸�ÿ�£�¸�*�#���¸�J�*���«�g�ÿ�Ü�*���¸�£�ÿ�#�*�����S�¸���Ý�ÿ�«���ÿ�����|�g�|�r�O�ÿ�g���«�¸�£�ÿ�¸�*�C�ã����� �£�J�ÿ�g�r�O�d�ÿ�£��
�Ž�Œ�Ž�•�!

France permanently abolished enslavement on the mainland and in the col-
�{�q�N�)�ª�� �N�q�� �•�—�“�—���� �•�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�q�)�q�·�ª�� �{�A�� �¦�N���I�)�Ÿ�þ�q�ª�)�� �I�þ�"�� �Ü�þ�q�·�)�"�� �·�{�� ���I�þ�q�B�)�� �·�I�)�� �ª�·�¢�)�)�·��
name for many years, sending petitions and several letters to the city hall 
���)�A�{�¢�)�� �h�þ�q�B�)�Û�N�q�� �þ�q�"�� ���N�·�â�� �{�ò �����N�þ�f�ª�� �ª�·�)�Ÿ�Ÿ�)�"�� �N�q���� ���)�� �Ÿ�¢�{���)�ª�ª�� �{�A�� ���I�þ�q�B�N�q�B�� �þ��
street name requires the approval of the mayor, who studies the case with 
advisers. Delanoë supported the renaming, calling the Rue de Richepanse 
“a permanent insult to the Afro-Caribbean population of Paris” (Hen-
�f�)�â�� �‘�•�•�‘�$���� ���)�� �ª�·�¢�)�)�·�� �Ü�þ�ª�� ���q�þ�f�f�â�� �¢�)�q�þ�o�)�"�� �N�q�� �F�)���¢�¿�þ�¢�â�� �‘�•�•�‘���� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �þ���â�)�þ�¢�.
long battle between Delanoë and the right-wing mayors of the 1st and 8th 
�þ�¢�¢�{�q�"�N�ª�ª�)�o�)�q�·�ª���� �d�)�þ�q�.�F�¢�þ�q���{�N�ª�� �h�)�B�þ�¢�)�·�� �þ�q�"�� �F�¢�þ�q���{�N�ª�� �h�)���)�f�����¼�{�"�þ�â���� �·�I�)��
story of Chevalier Saint-Georges reaches beyond his homeland. Disney’s 
�®�)�þ�¢���I�f�N�B�I�·���£�N���·�¿�¢�)�ª���I�þ�ª���þ�q�q�{�¿�q���)�"���·�I�þ�·���þ���q�)�Ü�����f�o�����·�N�·�f�)�"��� �I�)�Û�þ�f�N�)�¢, will be 
released in 2023. And although Disney’s involvement can be read critically, 
depicting Chevalier’s life will bring light to another hidden Black story. 
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�•�·�I�)�¢�� �¿�q�Ü�¢�N�·�·�)�q��
histories include that 
�{�A�� �F�¢�þ�q���{�N�ª�.�'�{�o�N�q�N�¡�¿�)��
�¼�{�¿�ª�ª�þ�N�q�·�� �h�{�¿�Û�)�¢�·�¿�¢�)����
the famous Haitian 
general and abolitionist 
and the most prominent 
leader of the Haitian 
Revolution. In 2021, a 
small garden was named 
�þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �I�N�o�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �A�{�¢�o�)�¢��
Square des Amandiers 
in the 20th arrondisse-
�o�)�q�·���� ���)�� �"�)���N�ª�N�{�q�� �·�{��
rename the park was 
voted on by the Paris 
city council in April 2021 

�þ�ü�·�)�¢���þ���ª�N�o�N�f�þ�¢���o�)�þ�ª�¿�¢�)���Ü�þ�ª���þ�"�{�Ÿ�·�)�"�����â���·�I�)���"�N�ª�·�¢�N���·�����{�¿�q���N�f�����S�q���·�I�)���¢�)�q�þ�o�N�q�B��
ceremony, city hall called Louverture “a great abolitionist and emancipatory 
���B�¿�¢�)���:�›�ž However, even though Louverture is one of France’s most promi-
�q�)�q�·�����f�þ���c�����B�¿�¢�)�ª���þ�q�"���þ�q���N�q�ª���¢�N�Ÿ�·�N�{�q���I�{�q�{�¢�N�q�B���I�N�o���Ü�þ�ª���)�q�B�¢�þ�Û�)�"���{�q���þ���Ü�þ�f�f��
�N�q���·�I�)���£�þ�q�·�I�*�{�q���N�q���‘�•�•� �̃����I�)���N�ª���¢�þ�¢�)�f�â���A�{�¿�q�"���N�q���·�I�)���F�¢�)�q���I���ª���I�{�{�f�����¿�¢�¢�N���¿�f�¿�o����
�à�¢�N�·�)�¢�� �h�þ�¿�¢�)�q�� � �{�f�f�N�q�ª�� �)�á�Ÿ�f�þ�N�q�ª�� �·�I�þ�·���� �Ü�I�N�f�)�� �h�{�¿�Û�)�¢�·�¿�¢�)�� �þ�q�"�� �·�I�)�� �ª�·�{�¢�â�� �{�A�� �I�N�ª��
country’s revolution is taught in high schools in some of France’s overseas 
territories, in metropolitan vocational high schools, whose students are 
more likely to come from working-class and immigrant families, the recently 
updated curriculum acknowledges the Haitian Revolution as a “singular 
extension” of the American and French Revolutions and not as the starting 
point of the global process to abolish enslavement (Collins 2020). Since it is 
not part of the general high-school curriculum, the typical French student 
completes their high-school education without hearing much about the 
�¢�)�Û�{�f�¿�·�N�{�q���{�¢���N�·�ª���I�)�¢�{�)�ª�������N�ª���N�ª���"�)�ª�Ÿ�N�·�)���·�I�)���A�þ���·���·�I�þ�·���h�{�¿�Û�)�¢�·�¿�¢�)���Ü�þ�ª���I�þ�N�f�)�"��

�¶�¹�� �����À�¸�J�|�£�9�«���¸�£�ÿ�r�«�g�ÿ�¸�O�|�r���|�B�����6�G�£�ÿ�r�#�*���ÿ�C�À�£�*���ÿ���|�g�O�¸�O�|�r�r�O�«�¸�*���*�¸���+�p�ÿ�r���O� �ÿ�¸�£�O���*�	�7���6�h�*���a�ÿ�£�#�O�r���¼�|�À�«�+
�«�ÿ�O�r�¸���h�|�À�Ü�*�£�¸�À�£�*���O�r�ÿ�À�C�À�£�+���#�ÿ�r�«���g�*���¢�À�ÿ�£�¸�O�*�£���#�*�«�����p�ÿ�r�#�O�*�£�«��� �Ž�Œ�9�p�*���ÿ�£�£�|�r�#�O�«�«�*�p�*�r�¸�!�	�7���£�ÿ�£�+
�O�«�� �h�O�C�J�¸�«�� �Ã� �	�� �r�ÿ�ã�� �•�Œ�	�� �Ž�Œ�Ž�•�� � �J�¸�¸� �«������� �ÿ�£�O�«�g�O�C�J�¸�«�À� �����|�p���Ž�Œ�Ž�•���Œ�‘���•�Œ���g�*�+�a�ÿ�£�#�O�r�+�¸�|�À�«�«�ÿ�O�r�¸�+�g�|�À��
�Ü�*�£�¸�À�£�*�+�O�r�ÿ�À�C�À�£�*�+�#�ÿ�r�«�+�g�*�+�¢�À�ÿ�£�¸�O�*�£�+�#�*�«�+�ÿ�p�ÿ�r�#�O�*�£�«�+�Ž�Œ�*�p�*�+�ÿ�£�£�|�r�#�O�«�«�*�p�*�r�¸���!
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as “the Black Spartacus” who embodied the ideals of the French Revolution 
(ibid.). He was also a hero of abolitionist Frederick Douglass, while activist 
Marcus Garvey asserted that his “brilliancy as a soldier and statesman out-
�ª�I�{�q�)�� �·�I�þ�·�� �{�A���þ��� �¢�{�o�Ü�)�f�f���� �t�þ�Ÿ�{�f�)�{�q���� �þ�q�"�� �à�þ�ª�I�N�q�B�·�{�q�:�� �#�N�N�f�f�� �þ�q�"�� ���þ�N�¢���•�˜�—�–�$����
���N�o�*��� �*�ª�þ�N�¢�)�����)�f�N�)�Û�)�"���·�I�þ�·���N�þ�N�·�N���Ü�þ�ª���·�I�)���Ÿ�f�þ���)���Ü�I�)�¢�)���9�q�)�B�¢�N�·�¿�"�)���ª�·�{�{�"���¿�Ÿ���A�{�¢��
�·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���·�N�o�)���þ�q�"���Ÿ�¢�{���f�þ�N�o�)�"���N�·�ª���A�þ�N�·�I���N�q���N�·�ª���I�¿�o�þ�q�N�·�â�:���#� �*�ª�þ�N�¢�)���•�˜�–�•�$�����Ü�I�N���I��
in turn inspired the modern anticolonial movement all over the world. In 
�ª�Ÿ�N�·�)���{�A���þ�f�f���{�A���·�I�N�ª�����F�¢�þ�q���)���I�þ�ª���q�{�·���ª�)�)�q���I�N�o���þ�q�"���I�N�ª�����B�I�·���þ�ª���N�q�"�N�ª�Ÿ�)�q�ª�þ���f�)���)�f�)-
ments of its national narrative but rather as a minor part of it (Collins 2020).

���·�� �Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·���� �·�I�)�� �F�{�q�"�þ�·�N�{�q�� �Ÿ�{�¿�¢�� �f�þ�� �r�*�o�{�N�¢�)�� �"�)�� �f�<�/�ª���f�þ�Û�þ�B�)�� �#�F�{�¿�q�"�þ�·�N�{�q��
for the Memory of Slavery), which was created in 2016, is pushing French 
authorities to correct these oversights. In a September 2020 report, it 
�þ�ª�ª�)�¢�·�)�"���·�I�þ�·���q�{�·���þ�f�f���F�¢�)�q���I�����I�N�f�"�¢�)�q���f�)�þ�¢�q���·�I�)���ª�þ�o�)���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â�������)���¢�)�Ÿ�{�¢�·���Ü�þ�ª��
�N�ª�ª�¿�)�"���`�¿�ª�·�����)�A�{�¢�)���·�I�)���‘�•�·�I���þ�q�q�N�Û�)�¢�ª�þ�¢�â���{�A���·�I�)���¼�þ�¿���N�¢�þ���f�þ�Ü�����Ü�I�N���I���Ü�þ�ª���o�þ�¢�c�)�"��
���â�� �q�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f�� ���)�¢�)�o�{�q�N�)�ª���� ���)�� �‘�•�•�•�� �f�þ�Ü�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �ª�Ÿ�)�þ�¢�I�)�þ�"�)�"�� ���â�� �F�¢�)�q���I�� �"�)�Ÿ�¿�·�â��
� �I�¢�N�ª�·�N�þ�q�)���¼�þ�¿���N�¢�þ���#���{�¢�q���N�q���F�¢�)�q���I���G�¿�N�þ�q�þ�$���þ�q�"���"�)�ª�N�B�q�þ�·�)�"���)�q�ª�f�þ�Û�)�o�)�q�·���þ�ª���þ��
crime against humanity. It also mandated that school curricula accord these 
subjects “the substantial place that they merit” (Collins 2020). Following the 
passage of the law, France updated and revised its textbooks, although, in 
2005, the French legislature mandated that schools emphasize the “positive 
role” of colonialism. However, the center-right president Jacques Chirac 
eventually gave in to the longstanding demands of campaigners and estab-
�f�N�ª�I�)�"���þ���q�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f���"�þ�â���·�{�����{�o�o�)�o�{�¢�þ�·�)���·�I�)���)�q�"���{�A���)�q�ª�f�þ�Û�)�o�)�q�·���þ�ü�·�)�¢���¢�N�{�·�ª���N�q��
�·�I�)�����þ�q�f�N�)�¿�)�ª���#���)�q�q�I�{�f�"���‘�•�•�•�$�������)���Ü�{�¢�c���·�{�����¢�)�þ�·�)���þ���"�þ�â���{�A�����{�o�o�)�o�{�¢�þ�·�N�{�q��
had been a long and arduous struggle; it had received widespread public 
�þ�·�·�)�q�·�N�{�q���N�q���r�þ�â���•�˜�˜�—�����·�I�)���•�”�•�·�I���þ�q�q�N�Û�)�¢�ª�þ�¢�â���{�A���·�I�)���þ���{�f�N�·�N�{�q���{�A���)�q�ª�f�þ�Û�)�o�)�q�·��
�þ�q�"�� �)�N�B�I�·�� �â�)�þ�¢�ª�� ���)�A�{�¢�)�� � �I�N�¢�þ���<�ª�� �"�)���f�þ�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���� �Ü�I�)�q���o�{�¢�)�� �·�I�þ�q���“�•���•�•�•�� � �þ�¢�N��-
���)�þ�q�����G�¿�â�þ�q�)�ª�)�����¦�*�¿�q�N�{�q�)�ª�)�����þ�q�"���o�)�·�¢�{�Ÿ�{�f�N�·�þ�q���Ü�{�o�)�q���þ�q�"���o�)�q���·�{�{�c���Ÿ�þ�¢�·���N�q��
�þ���ª�N�f�)�q�·���o�þ�¢���I���N�q���·�¢�N���¿�·�)���·�{���·�I�)���Û�N���·�N�o�ª���{�A�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���)�q�ª�f�þ�Û�)�o�)�q�·�������N�ª���Ÿ�¿�f�f�)�"��
���þ���c���·�I�)�����¿�¢�·�þ�N�q���{�q���þ���·�þ���{�{���ª�¿���`�)���·���þ�q�"���f�)�"���·�{���·�I�)���Ÿ�þ�ª�ª�N�q�B���{�A���·�I�)���¼�þ�¿���N�¢�þ���f�þ�Ü����
�S�q���r�þ�â���‘�•�•�•����� �I�N�¢�þ�������q�þ�f�f�â���ª�·�þ�·�)�"���·�I�þ�·���·�¢�N���¿�·�)�ª���Ü�{�¿�f�"�����)���Ÿ�þ�N�"���·�{���þ���{�f�N�·�N�{�q�N�ª�·�ª����
including Louverture.

�r�)�þ�q�Ü�I�N�f�)���� �þ�q�{�·�I�)�¢�� �;�¿�q�c�q�{�Ü�q�<���£�þ�¢�N�ª�N�þ�q���� �Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���þ�f�� �Ÿ�N�{�q�)�)�¢�� �®�)�Û�)�¢�N�þ�q�{�� �"�)��
�N�)�¢�)�"�N�þ�� �#�·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·�� �þ�q�"�� �{�q�f�â�� ���f�þ���c�� �o�þ�â�{�¢�� �{�A�� �£�þ�¢�N�ª���� �)�f�)���·�)�"�� �N�q�� �•�—�–�˜�$���� �¢�)���)�N�Û�)�"��
�¢�)���{�B�q�N�·�N�{�q���Ü�I�)�q���þ���ª�·�¢�)�)�·���Ü�þ�ª���q�þ�o�)�"���þ�ü�·�)�¢���I�N�o���N�q���•���·�{���)�¢���‘�•�•�”�����£�þ�¢�N�ª���o�þ�â�{�¢��
Anne Hidalgo presided over the ceremony for the unveiling of Rue Severiano 
�"�)���N�)�¢�)�"�N�þ�����þ���q�)�Ü���ª�·�¢�)�)�·���N�q���·�I�)���•�–�·�I���þ�¢�¢�{�q�"�N�ª�ª�)�o�)�q�·�������)���N�q�þ�¿�B�¿�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���Ÿ�þ�N�"��
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tribute to Heredia, who was born in Havana, Cuba, as a free Black man in 
�•�—�’�•�����N�)�¢�)�"�N�þ�����þ�o�)���·�{���£�þ�¢�N�ª���N�q���•�—�“�”���þ�ü�·�)�¢�����)�N�q�B���þ�"�{�Ÿ�·�)�"�����â���þ���F�¢�)�q���I���Ü�{�o�þ�q����
Madeleine Godefroy, who was married to his godfather, Don Ignacio Here-
dia y Campuzano-Polanco. An excellent student, he became a poet and a lit-
erary critic, winning the Grand Prize of Honor at the well-known and pres-
�·�N�B�N�{�¿�ª�� �h�{�¿�N�ª�.�f�)�.�G�¢�þ�q�"�� �I�N�B�I�� �ª���I�{�{�f���� �S�q�� �•�—�–�•���� �I�)�� �{�ò�����N�þ�f�f�â�� ���)���þ�o�)�� �þ�� �F�¢�)�q���I��
���N�·�N�ì�)�q�� �þ�q�"���� �Ü�N�·�I�� �þ�� �B�¢�{�Ü�N�q�B�� �N�q�·�)�¢�)�ª�·�� �N�q�� �Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���ª���� �ª�c�N�f�f�A�¿�f�f�â�� �þ�q�"�����{�q���"�)�q�·�f�â��
�·�I�¢�)�Ü���I�N�o�ª�)�f�A���N�q�·�{���·�I�)�����)�f�"��

Heredia was the defender of many causes, such as universal education 
and the separation of church and state. In 1873, he was elected to the munic-
ipal council of Paris as a representative for the 17th arrondissement and 
�ª�Ÿ�)�q�·���ª�N�á���â�)�þ�¢�ª���N�q���·�I�)���Ÿ�{�ª�N�·�N�{�q�����)�A�{�¢�)���I�)���Ü�þ�ª���)�f�)���·�)�"���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�N�"�)�q�·�������N�ª���Ÿ�{�ª�N�·�N�{�q��
is equivalent to a mayorship today, de facto making him the mayor of Paris 
�A�¢�{�o���•�—�–�˜���·�{���•�—�—�•�����N�)�¢�)�"�N�þ�����I�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢�����Ü�þ�ª���o�)�·���Ü�N�·�I���¢�þ���N�ª�o���A�¢�{�o���F�¢�)�q���I�����{�q-
�ª�)�¢�Û�þ�·�N�Û�)�ª���þ�q�"���{�·�I�)�¢�ª�����•�q�)���q�)�Ü�ª�Ÿ�þ�Ÿ�)�¢���¢�)�A�)�¢�¢�)�"���·�{���I�N�o���þ�ª���9���)���t�)�B�¢�{���{�A���·�I�)��
�/�f�â�ª�*�)�:���Ü�I�N�f�)���{�·�I�)�¢�ª�����þ�f�f�)�"���I�N�o���·�I�)���9���I�{���{�f�þ�·�)���o�N�q�N�ª�·�)�¢�:���{�¢���Ü�{�¢�ª�)���#���·�N�ª�¿���‘�•�•�˜�$����
�N�)�¢�)�"�N�þ���"�N�)�"���{�A���o�)�q�N�q�B�N�·�N�ª���N�q���I�N�ª���£�þ�¢�N�ª���I�{�o�)���{�q���F�)���¢�¿�þ�¢�â��� �̃����•�˜�•�•����

Like previous Black heroes, Heredia was never mentioned in French his-
tory books at any level – not at elementary, high school, or university. It took 
until the 2015 tribute for the mayor of Paris to acknowledge that Heredia had 
been sidelined. She said that, with the street naming, the city was correcting 
�·�I�N�ª�� �A�{�¢�B�{�·�·�)�q���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���þ�q�"�� �9�B�¿�N�f�·�â���{�Û�)�¢�ª�N�B�I�·�:�� �#�¼�¢�N�þ�â���‘�•�•�”�$���� ���ª�� �·�I�N�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �{�·�I�)�¢��
examples throughout this chapter have shown, the absence of remembrance 
of Black contributions to France denies the true nature of the relationship 
between the country and its former colonies or Caribbean �"�*�Ÿ�þ�¢�·�)�o�)�q�·�ª. 
Instead of extending its motto of �h�N���)�¢�·�*, égalité, �A�¢�þ�·�)�¢�q�N�·�*����to Black citizens, 
it contests their national identity, forcing them into invisibility at the periph-
ery of French life.
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Chapter 7  
Black Rome

Kwanza Musi Dos Santos

���)�� ���¢�ª�·�� �Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·�� �þ�B�þ�N�q�ª�·�� �¢�þ���N�ª�o�� �N�q�� �S�·�þ�f�â�� �"�N�"�� �q�{�·�� �·�þ�c�)�� �Ÿ�f�þ���)�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �·�I�)���¢�N�ª�)�� �{�A��
Black Lives Matter (BLM) in June 2020, but rather as a consequence of the 
homicide of Jerry Essan Masslo, a South African man who had escaped from 
�þ�Ÿ�þ�¢�·�I�)�N�"���N�q���•�˜�—�—�����N�þ�¢�Û�)�ª�·�N�q�B���·�{�o�þ�·�{�)�ª���A�{�¢���Z�‘���þ�q���I�{�¿�¢���N�q���ª�{�¿�·�I�)�¢�q���S�·�þ�f�â�����I�)��
had found himself trapped in another racist system where he was forced to 
work in underpaid, harsh conditions. Protesting against this unjust system, 
�I�)���`�{�N�q�)�"���¿�q�N�{�q�ª���þ�q�"���{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�"���ª�·�¢�N�c�)�ª�����þ�q�"���I�)�����)���þ�o�)���Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�¢���þ�ü�·�)�¢���I�)���Ü�þ�ª��
interviewed on national television. 

�•�q���·�I�)���q�N�B�I�·���{�A�����¿�B�¿�ª�·���‘�“�����•�˜�—� �̃����þ���B�¢�{�¿�Ÿ���{�A���A�{�¿�¢���â�{�¿�q�B���Ü�I�N�·�)���S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q�ª�����Ü�I�{��
already had criminal records, entered what the media and the politicians 
�¢�)�A�)�¢�¢�)�"���·�{���þ�ª���9�·�I�)���B�I�)�·�·�{���{�A���ß�N�f�f�þ���h�N�·�)�¢�q�{�:���#� �þ�Ÿ�¿�þ���‘�•�‘�•�$�����Ü�I�)�¢�)���N�o�o�N�B�¢�þ�q�·�ª��
�f�N�Û�)�"���N�q���"�N�¢�)�����{�q�"�N�·�N�{�q�ª�����à�I�N�f�)���·�I�)�â���Ü�)�¢�)���·�¢�â�N�q�B���·�{���¢�{�����r�þ�ª�ª�f�{���þ�q�"���I�N�ª���A�¢�N�)�q�"�ª����
they shot and killed him. A large protest in reaction to the murder took place 
�N�q���¦�{�o�)���N�q���•���·�{���)�¢���•�˜�—� �̃������¢�)�þ�·�N�q�B���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���ª�¿���I���þ�q�·�N�¢�þ���N�ª�o���þ���·�N�{�q���N�q���S�·�þ�f�â�<�ª��
history. 

Since then, other antiracist protests have taken place following similar 
�N�q���N�"�)�q�·�ª�������¿�·���Ü�I�þ�·���Ü�þ�ª���ª�Ÿ�)���N�þ�f���þ���{�¿�·���d�¿�q�)���‘�•�‘�•���Ü�þ�ª���·�I�þ�·���N�·���Ü�þ�ª���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���·�N�o�)��
when demonstrations happened simultaneously in so many cities in Italy. 
���)�� �¢�N�ª�)�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� ���h�r�� �o�{�Û�)�o�)�q�·�� ���¢�{�¿�B�I�·�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �N�·�� �þ�q�B�)�¢�� �·�{�Ü�þ�¢�"�� �Ü�I�N�·�)�� �Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)��
who seemed to have never cared about racism, especially those who had 
always declared themselves “antiracist” but never allowed Black people to 
�ª�Ÿ�)�þ�c���A�{�¢���·�I�)�o�ª�)�f�Û�)�ª���þ�q�"���{�ü�·�)�q���o�N�q�N�o�N�ì�)�"���·�I�)���q�)�B�þ�·�N�Û�)���N�o�Ÿ�þ���·���{�A���o�N���¢�{�.�þ�B-
gressions, claiming that Italy is not a racist country and that “Italians are 
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good people”�š – hence, “they can’t be racist.” Notions like this seemed to con-
���¢�o���·�I�þ�·���·�I�)���Ã�®�����I�þ�"���þ�����N�B�B�)�¢���¢�þ���N�ª�o���Ÿ�¢�{���f�)�o���·�I�þ�q���S�·�þ�f�â��

In fact, when the Malian-born civil rights defender Soumaila Sacko was 
killed by unknown assailants in southern Italy in 2018, while he was collect-
ing scrap metal from an abandoned factory to build a shack in the tent city of 
San Ferdinando, only a handful of local newspapers reported on the case and 
no large protests took place. Yet, when a Black man on the other side of the 
ocean was brutally killed by the police, people took to the streets in massive 
numbers. Surely, the pandemic contributed to highlighting that momen-
�·�¿�o�����à�I�)�q�����f�þ���c���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���N�q���S�·�þ�f�â���ª�·�þ�¢�·�)�"���¢�)�þ�f�N�ì�N�q�B���·�I�)���Ÿ�{�·�)�q�·�N�þ�f���{�A���·�I�N�ª�����·�I�)�â��
���)���þ�o�)���I�{�Ÿ�)�A�¿�f�������)���Ÿ�{�ª�ª�N���N�f�N�·�â���q�{�Ü���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�)�"���N�·�ª�)�f�A���·�{�����q�þ�f�f�â���ª�·�þ�¢�·���þ�����{�q�Û�)�¢-
sation about racism that was long overdue. 

���)�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f�� �Ÿ�I�þ�ª�)�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �þ�� ���I�þ�f�f�)�q�B�)���� ���¿�·�� ���¢�N�q�B�N�q�B�� �þ�f�f�� �·�I�)�� �B�¢�{�¿�Ÿ�ª��
together created a meaningful moment. It was important to transform BLM 
�A�¢�{�o�� �þ�� �Ã�®�.���)�q�·�)�¢�)�"�� �þ�B�)�q�"�þ�� �N�q�·�{�� �f�{���þ�f���� �S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q�� �¢�)�¡�¿�)�ª�·�ª���� ���)�¢�)�A�{�¢�)���� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �þ��
long discussion, members of Cantiere from Milan and QuestaèRoma from 
Rome, two historical antiracist organizations, wrote and adopted the follow-
�N�q�B���o�þ�q�N�A�)�ª�·�{���·�{���ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·���·�I�)���Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·�ª���N�q���·�I�)�N�¢���¢�)�ª�Ÿ�)���·�N�Û�)�����N�·�N�)�ª��

�¼�J�*�� �£�ÿ���O�«�¸�� �B�*�£�|���O�¸�ã�� �¸�J�ÿ�¸�� �Ý�*�� �J�ÿ�Ü�*�� �«�*�*�r�� �Ý�O�¸�J�� �¸�J�*�� �d�O�g�g�O�r�C�� �|�B�� �G�*�|�£�C�*�� �F�g�|�ã�#���ÿ�r�#��
�¸�J�*�� ���J�O�g�#�£�*�r�� �O�r�� �¸�J�*�� �B�ÿ�Ü�*�g�ÿ�«���O�r�� ���£�ÿ�í�O�g���O�«���«�À� � �|�£�¸�*�#�����ã���ÿ���«�ã�«�¸�*�p���|�B���|� � �£�*�«�«�O�|�r��
�¸�J�ÿ�¸�����|�r�¸�O�r�À�ÿ�g�g�ã���ÿ���«�|�g�Ü�*�«���O�¸�«�*�g�B�	���O�r���|�£�#�*�£���¸�|�����|�r�¸�O�r�À�*���ÿ���¸�O�r�C���À�r�#�O�«�¸�À�£���*�#�����¼�|��
�|� � �|�«�*�� �O�¸�	�� �O�¸�� �O�«�� �r�|�¸�� �*�r�|�À�C�J�� �¸�|�� �#�*�r�|�À�r���*�� �O�¸�	�� �O�¸�� �p�À�«�¸�� ���*�� �¢�À�*�«�¸�O�|�r�*�#�	�� �¸�|�£�r�� �|�À�¸��
�B�£�|�p���O�¸�«�����À�g�¸�À�£�ÿ�g���ÿ�r�#���*���|�r�|�p�O�����B�|�À�r�#�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�«�����¦�ÿ���O�«�p���#�|�*�«���r�|�¸���g�*�¸���À�«�����£�*�ÿ�¸�J�*��
�
���g�ÿ���d�h�O�Ü�*�«�r�ÿ�¸�¸�*�£���O�r���S�¸�ÿ�g�ã���p�*�ÿ�r�«���¸�ÿ���d�g�O�r�C�����B�£�|� �J�|���O�ÿ��
�
���g�ÿ���d�h�O�Ü�*�«�r�ÿ�¸�¸�*�£���O�r���S�¸�ÿ�g�ã���p�*�ÿ�r�«���¸�|���«�¸�|� ���O�#�*�r�¸�O�B�ã�O�r�C���¸�J�*�����g�ÿ���d�����|�#�ã���ÿ�«���ÿ���B�|�£�+
�*�O�C�r�����|�#�ã��
�
���g�ÿ���d�h�O�Ü�*�«�r�ÿ�¸�¸�*�£�� �O�r�� �S�¸�ÿ�g�ã�� �p�*�ÿ�r�«�� �g�O�«�¸�*�r�O�r�C�� �ÿ�r�#�� �C�O�Ü�O�r�C�� �ÿ�� �Ü�|�O���*�� �¸�|�����g�ÿ���d�� �ÿ�r�#��
�£�ÿ���O�ÿ�g�O�í�*�#��� �*�|� �g�*��
�
���g�ÿ���d�h�O�Ü�*�«�r�ÿ�¸�¸�*�£���O�r�� �S�¸�ÿ�g�ã���p�*�ÿ�r�«���£�*�r�|�À�r���O�r�C���|�r�*�9�«��� �£�O�Ü�O�g�*�C�*�«���ÿ�r�#���¢�À�*�«�¸�O�|�r�+
�O�r�C���ÿ���«�ã�«�¸�*�p���¸�J�ÿ�¸���ÿ�g�g�|�Ý�«���ÿ���B�*�Ý���¸�|���g�O�Ü�*���|�r���¸�J�*���«�J�|�À�g�#�*�£�«���|�B���p�ÿ�r�ã��
�
���g�ÿ���d�h�O�Ü�*�«�r�ÿ�¸�¸�*�£���O�r���S�¸�ÿ�g�ã���p�*�ÿ�r�«���¸�|���«�¸�|� ��� �|�«�¸� �|�r�O�r�C���¸�J�*���£�*�B�|�£�p���|�B���¸�J�*���S�¸�ÿ�g�O�ÿ�r��
���O�¸�O�í�*�r�«�J�O� ���g�ÿ�Ý��

�µ�� ���S�r���S�¸�ÿ�g�O�ÿ�r�����6�O�¸�ÿ�g�O�ÿ�r�O�����£�ÿ�Ü�ÿ���C�*�r�¸�*���7���¼�J�O�«���O�«���ÿ���Ü�*�£�ã��� �|� �À�g�ÿ�£���p�|�¸�¸�|���¸�J�ÿ�¸���J�ÿ�«���ÿ�g�Ý�ÿ�ã�«�����*�*�r���À�«�*�#���ÿ�r�#��
�#�O�«�«�*�p�O�r�ÿ�¸�*�#�	�����À�¸���*�«� �*���O�ÿ�g�g�ã���#�À�£�O�r�C���¸�J�*�����|�g�|�r�O�ÿ�g���Ý�ÿ�£�«����
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�
���g�ÿ���d�h�O�Ü�*�«�r�ÿ�¸�¸�*�£�� �O�r�� �S�¸�ÿ�g�ã�� �p�*�ÿ�r�«�� �¸�|�� �£�*�p�*�p���*�£�� �������ÿ�� �����#�À�g�� �G�À�O�*���£�*�	���d�*�£�£�ã��
�r�ÿ�«�«�g�|�	�� �S�#�ã�� �'�O�*�r�*�	�� �®�|�À�p�ÿ�O�g�ÿ�� �®�ÿ���d�|�	�� �/�p�p�ÿ�r�À�*�g�� � �J�O�#�O�� �t�ÿ�p�#�O�	�� ���*���d�ã�� �r�|�«�*�«�	��
�d�*�r�r�O�B�*�£�� �•�¸�O�|�¸�|�	�� �G�O�#�*�|�r�� ���í�*�d�*�	�� �r�ÿ�J�ÿ�p�ÿ�#�|�À�� �¼�|�À�£�*�	�� �à�O�g�«�|�r�� �f�|�ÿ�� �•�p�ÿ�C���|�r�	��
�•�p�ÿ�£���F�ÿ�#�*�£�ÿ��
�¦�ÿ���O�«�p���#�|�*�«���r�|�¸���g�*�¸���À�«�����£�*�ÿ�¸�J�*�����S�¸�9�«���g�O�d�*���#�À�«�¸���O�r���¸�J�*���ÿ�O�£�����S�¸���«�*�*�p�«���O�r�Ü�O�«�O���g�*�	���*�Ü�*�r��
�Ý�J�*�r���O�¸���¸�ÿ�d�*�«���ã�|�À�£�����£�*�ÿ�¸�J���ÿ�Ý�ÿ�ã���À�r�¸�O�g���ã�|�À�����J�|�d�*�����S�B���ã�|�À���g�*�¸���¸�J�*���«�À�r���O�r�	���|�r���¸�J�*��
�|�¸�J�*�£���J�ÿ�r�#�	���ã�|�À�����ÿ�r���«�*�*���O�¸�����O�¸���O�«���*�Ü�*�£�ã�Ý�J�*�£�*�������«���g�|�r�C���ÿ�«���Ý�*���«�J�*�#���g�O�C�J�¸�	���Ý�*���Ý�O�g�g��
�J�ÿ�Ü�*���¸�J�*���ÿ���O�g�O�¸�ã���¸�|���*�g�O�p�O�r�ÿ�¸�*���O�¸���Ý�J�*�£�*�Ü�*�£���O�¸���O�«�������À�¸���Ý�*���p�À�«�¸�����*���Ü�O�C�O�g�ÿ�r�¸�	�����*���ÿ�À�«�*��
�O�¸���O�«���ÿ�g�Ý�ÿ�ã�«���O�r���¸�J�*���ÿ�O�£���˜

In June 2020, more than 3,000 people gathered in Piazza del Popolo in Rome 
and knelt down for more than nine minutes, the same length of time that the 
�Ÿ�{�f�N���)�o�þ�q���ª�·�{�{�"���{�q���G�)�{�¢�B�)���F�f�{�â�"�<�ª���q�)���c�������þ�·���f�{�q�B���o�{�o�)�q�·���Ü�þ�ª���{�q�)���{�A���·�I�)��
few occasions when Black Italian people felt acknowledged as human beings 
by the rest of the Italian population, as citizens of the same country, hope-
ful for equal human rights. However, this moment was not as impactful or 
as lasting as many wished. Some of the protests were organized by white-
�f�)�"�����o�þ�N�q�f�â�����{�o�o�¿�q�N�ª�·���{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���·�I�þ�·���f�)�ü�·���{�¿�·���þ�q�â�����f�þ���c���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���Ü�I�{���"�N�"��
not embrace their ideology. As a result, many Black people went back home 
�þ�ü�·�)�¢�Ü�þ�¢�"�ª���)�Û�)�q���o�{�¢�)���A�¢�¿�ª�·�¢�þ�·�)�"���·�I�þ�q���·�I�)�â���I�þ�"�����)�)�q�����)�A�{�¢�)�������)�¢�)�A�{�¢�)�����·�I�)��
involvement of people belonging to the groups most exposed to discrimina-
�·�N�{�q���þ�q�"���¢�þ���N�ª�o���N�ª���{�ü�·�)�q���N�q�ª�·�¢�¿�o�)�q�·�þ�f���þ�q�"���¿�q�)�¡�¿�þ�f��

In reaction to the coverage of BLM on social media, people started to 
compare the case of George Floyd, and many other Black people before him, 
with the case of Stefano Cucchi – a poor, young white Italian man from the 
Roman suburbs who was charged with drug dealing and died in a prison hos-
�Ÿ�N�·�þ�f���þ�ü�·�)�¢���I�)���Ü�þ�ª�����¢�¿�·�þ�f�f�â�����)�þ�·�)�q���¿�Ÿ�����â���B�¿�þ�¢�"�ª���N�q���‘�•�•�˜�����N�N�ª���"�)�þ�·�I�����{�q�·�¢�N���¿�·�)�"��
�·�{�� �·�I�)�� ���{�q�A�¿�ª�N�{�q�� �·�I�þ�·�� �{�ü�·�)�q�� �I�þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�)�q�ª�� �N�q�� �S�·�þ�f�â�� �Ü�I�)�q�� �{�q�)�� �·�¢�N�)�ª�� �·�{�� �þ�"�"�¢�)�ª�ª�� �·�I�)��
�Ÿ�¢�{���f�)�o���{�A���¢�þ���N�ª�o�����S�·���N�ª���{�ü�·�)�q���¿�ª�)�"���þ�ª���þ�q���¿�o���¢�)�f�f�þ���·�)�¢�o���A�{�¢���"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·���A�{�¢�o�ª��
�{�A���"�N�ª���¢�N�o�N�q�þ�·�N�{�q�����Ü�I�N���I���{�ü�·�)�q���f�)�þ�"�ª���·�{���9�¢�þ���)�:�����)�N�q�B���{���ª���¿�¢�)�"�����â���9���f�þ�ª�ª���:���þ�ª��
if they were mutually exclusive, instead of two separate entities that inter-
�ª�)���·���� ���N�ª�� �o�N�ª�¿�q�"�)�¢�ª�·�þ�q�"�N�q�B�� �{�����¿�¢�ª�� �Ü�I�)�q�� �·�I�)�� ���{�q���)�Ÿ�·�� �{�A�� �Ü�I�N�·�)�� �Ÿ�¢�N�Û�N�f�)�B�)�� �N�ª��
addressed; working-class white Italians claim that, since they have been liv-
ing in poverty, they do not have white privilege. But race is always there, even 
in the working class, so comparing Floyd with Cucchi misses the point.

�¶�� ���¼�£�ÿ�r�«�g�ÿ�¸�*�#���B�£�|�p���S�¸�ÿ�g�O�ÿ�r��
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Tracing Colonial History 

�F�{�¢���o�þ�q�â���â�{�¿�q�B���S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q�ª���{�A��� �{�f�{�¢���¦�{�o�þ���¼�)�¢�o�N�q�N���Ü�þ�ª���·�I�)���o�þ�N�q���o�)�)�·�N�q�B���Ÿ�{�N�q�·��
���)�·�Ü�)�)�q�� �‘�•�•�–�� �þ�q�"�� �‘�•�•�•���� �/�Û�)�q�� �Ü�I�)�q�� �·�I�)�� �ª�·�þ�·�N�{�q�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �q�{�·�� �·�I�)�N�¢�� ���q�þ�f�� �"�)�ª�·�N�q�þ-
tion, they would still pass by to see if there was anything interesting hap-
pening. Nowadays, it is no longer a point of reference for youth, but it is still 
a central location for the African diaspora, tourists, and immigrants from 
the entire world. In the area surrounding the station, which includes Piazza 
�"�)�N��� �N�q�¡�¿�)���)�q�·�{���þ�q�"���£�N�þ�ì�ì�þ���ß�N�·�·�{�¢�N�{�����{�q�)�����þ�q�����q�"�����¿�¢�¢�)�q���â���)�á���I�þ�q�B�)���ª�I�{�Ÿ�ª����
international restaurants, African hair stylists, and shops that sell inter-
national foods. Many people, however, are unaware of the history behind 
�·�I�)���q�þ�o�)���9�£�N�þ�ì�ì�þ���"�)�N��� �N�q�¡�¿�)���)�q�·�{���:���Ü�I�)�¢�)���·�I�)���'�{�B�þ�f�N���{���)�f�N�ª�c�����þ���ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q�·��
memorial to Italian colonialism and anti-Blackness, once stood. “Cinque-
cento” (Five Hundred) symbolically referred to the number of Italian soldiers 
�Ü�I�{���"�N�)�"���N�q���·�I�)�����þ�·�·�f�)���{�A���'�{�B�þ�f�N�����þ���ª�o�þ�f�f�����N�·�â���N�q���/�¢�N�·�¢�)�þ�����Ü�I�)�¢�)���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���o�þ�`�{�¢��
Italian defeat on the African continent took place on January 26, 1887, during 
�·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���Ÿ�I�þ�ª�)���{�A���S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q���)�á�Ÿ�þ�q�ª�N�{�q���N�q�·�{���/�¢�N�·�¢�)�þ��

Erected to commemorate the Italians who lost their lives on this occasion, 
the monument is composed of an ancient obelisk that was commissioned by 
Pharaoh Ramses II and later brought to Rome by Emperor Domitian, who 
placed it next to other obelisks in the temple of Campo Marzio (in Rome, 
there are ten obelisks in total). Centuries later, the obelisk was found during 
archeological research by Rodolfo Lanciani in the area of Santa Maria sopra 
�r�N�q�)�¢�Û�þ�����S�q���•�—�—�–�����þ���A�)�Ü���o�{�q�·�I�ª���þ�ü�·�)�¢���·�I�)���"�)�A�)�þ�·���{�A���'�{�B�þ�f�N�����·�I�)���þ�¢���I�N�·�)���·���F�¢�þ�q-
cesco Azzurri was commissioned by the government to build a base for it to 
make a monument and place it in the center of the square. However, his work 
was heavily criticized, not because it was commemorating colonialism, but 
because it did not provide the majesty and grandeur that the government 
�I�þ�"�� �Ü�N�ª�I�)�"�� �A�{�¢�� �·�I�)�� �A�þ�f�f�)�q�� �ª�{�f�"�N�)�¢�ª���� �S�q�� �•�˜�‘�“���� �·�I�)�� �o�þ�â�{�¢�� �"�)���N�"�)�"�� �·�{�� �¢�)�q�{�Û�þ�·�)��
�Ÿ�þ�¢�·�ª���{�A���·�I�)�����)�q�·�¢�þ�f���ª�·�þ�·�N�{�q�����ª�{���·�I�)���o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·���Ü�þ�ª���o�{�Û�)�"���·�{���ß�N�þ���"�)�f�f�)���¼�)�¢�o�)����
where it still stands today, almost hidden and disregarded.

According to historians, the Italian defeat was due to strategic mis-
takes, an underrated evaluation of the Abyssinian army, and a lack of mil-
itary preparation.�œ�� � �{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�� �h�N�)�¿�·�)�q�þ�q�·�� � �{�f�{�q�)�f�� �¼�{�o�o�þ�ª�{�� �'�)�� � �¢�N�ª�·�{�A�{�¢�N�ª��

�·�� ���6�'�|�C�ÿ�g�O�	�� �'�O�í�O�|�r�ÿ�£�O�|�� �#�O�� �®�¸�|�£�O�ÿ�	�7��Treccani, �Ž�Œ�•�Œ�� � �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���¸�£�*�����ÿ�r�O���O�¸���*�r���O���g�|� �*�#�O�ÿ���#�|�C�ÿ��
�g�O���„�Ž�”�'�O�í�O�|�r�ÿ�£�O�|�+�#�O�+�®�¸�|�£�O�ÿ�„�Ž�•���!
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in particular minimized 
the risk of being brutally 
beaten by an African army, 
probably due to a sense of 
race superiority that was 
at the core of the entire 
colonial campaign. How-
ever, it was not uncom-
�o�{�q�� �·�{�� ���q�"�� �N�q�·�)�f�f�)���·�¿�þ�f�ª��
sharing skeptical expec-
tations with regard to the 
decision to start colonial 
�)�á�Ÿ�þ�q�ª�N�{�q�������)�â���c�q�)�Ü���·�I�þ�·��
the Italian army would 
�q�{�·�����)���¢�)�þ�"�â�������)�â���I�þ�"���`�¿�ª�·��
�¢�)�¿�q�N���)�"�� �·�I�)�� �q�þ�·�N�{�q�� �þ�q�"��
they did not have enough 
motivation or resources to 
undertake such a mission. 
And for this reason the 
government decided to 
commemorate the death 
of Italian soldiers in a heroic way to somehow convince the population of 
the rightness of the Fascists’ desire to go to war to build the Italian Empire. 
���¿�ª���� �{�ò�����N�þ�f�ª�� �{�¢�"�)�¢�)�"�� �·�I�)�� �o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·�� �·�{�� �·�I�)�� ���þ�·�·�f�)�� �{�A�� �'�{�B�þ�f�N�� �·�{�� ���)�� �)�¢�)���·�)�"����
�®�{�o�)���f�)�ü�·�.�Ü�N�q�B���Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���N�þ�q�ª���Û�{�N���)�"���·�I�)�N�¢���{�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�ª�N�·�N�{�q�������¿�·���·�I�)���B�)�q�)�¢�þ�f���Ÿ�þ�·�¢�N�{�·�N����
feeling that was triggered did not allow for the necessary evaluation of the 
loss and possible abandonment of the colonial mission. Moreover, the Ascari, 
Eritrean mercenaries who fought for the Italian army and also died in the 
battle, are not remembered. Many deserted because of the abuses they suf-
fered at the hands of the Italians. 

�S�q���þ�"�"�N�·�N�{�q�����N�q���•�˜�’�•�����þ�ü�·�)�¢���·�I�)�����{�q�¡�¿�)�ª�·���{�A�����"�"�N�ª�������þ���þ�����þ���B�{�f�"�)�q���f�N�{�q���Ü�þ�ª��
stolen from the emperor, brought to Rome, and placed next to the Dogali 
�{���)�f�N�ª�c���� �N�q�� �{�¢�"�)�¢�� �·�{�� ���{�o�o�)�o�{�¢�þ�·�)�� �·�I�)�� �Ÿ�{�ª�ª�)�ª�ª�N�{�q�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �·�)�¢�¢�N�·�{�¢�N�)�ª�� �·�I�þ�·�� �{�ò��-
���N�þ�f�f�â�� �¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�)�"�� �·�I�)�� �S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q�� �/�o�Ÿ�N�¢�)���� �¼�{�"�þ�â���� �·�I�)�� �f�N�{�q�� �N�ª�� �q�{�� �f�{�q�B�)�¢�� �·�I�)�¢�)����
���þ�q�c�ª�� �·�{�� �"�N�Ÿ�f�{�o�þ�·�N���� �q�)�B�{�·�N�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�� �N�·�� �Ü�þ�ª�� ���q�þ�f�f�â�� �¢�)�·�¿�¢�q�)�"�� �·�{�� �N�þ�N�f�)���®�)�f�þ�ª�ª�N�)����
�A�{�f�f�{�Ü�N�q�B���I�N�ª�����¢�ª�·���Û�N�ª�N�·���·�{���¦�{�o�)���N�q���•�˜�–�•�����þ�ü�·�)�¢���o�{�¢�)���·�I�þ�q���’�•���â�)�þ�¢�ª�����'�)�ª�Ÿ�N�·�)���·�I�)��

�F�O�C�À�£�*���“���•�����¼�J�*���'�|�C�ÿ�g�O���|���*�g�O�«�d���Ý�ÿ�«���ÿ���«�O�¸�*���|�B��� �£�|�¸�*�«�¸�	��
�#�*�r�|�À�r���O�r�C���«�¸�ÿ�¸�*���Ü�O�|�g�*�r���*���ÿ�r�#��� �£�|���g�ÿ�O�p�O�r�C���6���g�ÿ���d���h�O�Ü�*�«��
�r�ÿ�¸�¸�*�£���7���£�J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J�����f�Ý�ÿ�r�í�ÿ���r�À�«�O���'�|�«���®�ÿ�r�¸�|�«
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presence of these monuments, most Italians ignore the history of colonial-
�N�ª�o�����þ�q�"���·�I�{�ª�)���A�)�Ü���Ü�I�{���"�{���c�q�{�Ü���þ���{�¿�·���N�·���{�ü�·�)�q���·�I�N�q�c���·�I�þ�·���r�¿�ª�ª�{�f�N�q�N���N�q�N�·�N�þ�·�)�"��
�·�I�)�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�����þ�o�Ÿ�þ�N�B�q���N�q���·�I�)���N�{�¢�q���{�A�����A�¢�N���þ���þ�¢�{�¿�q�"���•�˜�‘�”�����S�q���A�þ���·�������{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�N�ª�o��
�ª�·�þ�¢�·�)�"���"�)���þ�"�)�ª�����)�A�{�¢�)�����ª�I�{�¢�·�f�â���þ�ü�·�)�¢���S�·�þ�f�â���I�þ�"�����)���{�o�)���þ���q�þ�·�N�{�q���ª�·�þ�·�)���N�q���•�—�•�•����

���ü�·�)�¢�� �F�¢�þ�q���)�ª���{�� � �¢�N�ª�Ÿ�N�� ���)���þ�o�)�� �o�N�q�N�ª�·�)�¢�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �N�q�·�)�¢�N�{�¢�� �N�q�� �•�—�–�–���� �S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q��
colonial expansion made a decisive leap. According to the statesman, the 
bases in Eritrea were the starting points for the creation of a vast domin-
ion over East Africa, where, however, Italy faced not only the resistance of 
governments and local populations, but also European competition from 
�G�¢�)�þ�·�����¢�N�·�þ�N�q���þ�q�"���F�¢�þ�q���)�������N�ª���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���I�þ�ª�����)�)�q���o�þ�"�)���N�q���¢�)�þ�ª�N�q�B�f�â���Û�N�ª�N���f�)���N�q��
�¢�)���)�q�·�� �â�)�þ�¢�ª���� �•�q�� �d�¿�q�)�� �‘���� �‘�•�‘�•���� �"�¿�¢�N�q�B�� �·�I�)�� �q�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f�� �I�{�f�N�"�þ�â�� �·�{�� ���)�f�)���¢�þ�·�)�� �·�I�)��
���N�¢�·�I���{�A���·�I�)���S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q���¦�)�Ÿ�¿���f�N�����N�q���•�˜�“�•�����¦�)�·�)���'�{�q�q�)���r�N�B�¢�þ�q�·�N���)���F�N�B�f�N�)���#�t�)�·�Ü�{�¢�c��
�{�A���r�N�B�¢�þ�q�·���à�{�o�)�q���þ�q�"���'�þ�¿�B�I�·�)�¢�ª�$���{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�"���þ���ô �f�þ�ª�I���o�{�����·�{���Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·���þ�B�þ�N�q�ª�·��
the idea of a “colonial republic” founded on institutional racism and systemic 
�"�N�ª���¢�N�o�N�q�þ�·�N�{�q���� ���)�â�� �·�{�{�c�� �N�o�Ÿ�þ���·�A�¿�f�� �Ÿ�N���·�¿�¢�)�ª�� �N�q�� �A�¢�{�q�·�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·�� �·�{��
Dogali, holding signs denouncing state violence, while some stood topless 
�Ü�N�·�I���·�I�)���Ü�{�¢�"�ª���9���f�þ���c���h�N�Û�)�ª���r�þ�·�·�)�¢�:���Ü�¢�N�·�·�)�q���{�q���·�I�)�N�¢�����þ���c�ª�������)���þ�N�o���Ü�þ�ª���·�{��
�ª�I�N�q�)�� �þ�� �ª�Ÿ�{�·�f�N�B�I�·�� �{�q�� �·�I�)�� �ª�â�o���{�f�N���� �Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q���)�� �þ�q�"�� �ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q���)�� �{�A���·�I�)�� �o�{�q�¿-
ment, and also to show how colonial history is still present in Italian soci-
�)�·�â�����þ�f�·�I�{�¿�B�I���·�I�)�����{�¿�q�·�¢�â�<�ª�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���Ÿ�þ�ª�·���N�ª���{�ü�·�)�q���"�)�q�N�)�"���{�¢���"�N�ª�¢�)�B�þ�¢�"�)�"�������)�â��
also wanted to underline the hypocrisy of celebrating the democracy of a 
so-called republic while leaving commemorative monuments to colonialism 
throughout the city. 

���)���A�{�f�f�{�Ü�N�q�B���â�)�þ�¢�����{�q���F�)���¢�¿�þ�¢�â���•�����‘�•�‘�•����� �{�f�f�)�·�·�N�Û�{���¼�)�ì�)�·�þ�����þ�q���N�q�·�)�¢�"�N�ª���N-
plinary collective that carries out research, cultural, and didactic dissemina-
tion activities on Italian colonialism and contemporary immigration, inau-
�B�¿�¢�þ�·�)�"���N�·�ª�����¢�ª�·���¿�¢���þ�q���·�¢�)�c�c�N�q�B���¢�{�¿�·�)���Ü�N�·�I�N�q���¦�{�o�)�<�ª�����A�¢�N���þ�q���¥�¿�þ�¢�·�)�¢�����9�¼�)�ì�)�·�þ” 
�N�ª�� �þ�� �Ü�{�¢�"�� �N�q�� �¼�N�B�¢�N�q�â�þ�� �þ�q�"�� ���o�I�þ�¢�N���� �·�I�þ�·�� �o�)�þ�q�ª�� �o�)�o�{�¢�â���� �{�¢�� �o�)�o�{�¢�N�)�ª���·�I�þ�·��
���{�¿�f�"�� ���)�� �q�{�ª�·�þ�f�B�N���� �þ�q�"�� �o�)�f�þ�q���I�{�f�â���� ���)�� �9�q�þ�¢�¢�þ�·�N�Û�)�� �Ü�þ�f�c�ª���:�� ���þ�f�f�)�"�� �9�¼�¢�)�c�c�N�q�B��
UrbaAfricani,” comprise long promenades in the company of Eritrean people, 
�Ü�N�·�I�� �¢�)���{�¢�"�)�"�� ���{�q�Û�)�¢�ª�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�� �·�I�þ�·�� �{�ò�A�)�¢�� �q�)�Ü�� �q�þ�o�)�ª�� �·�I�þ�·�� �¢�)�A�)�¢�� �·�{�� ���{�q�·�)�o�Ÿ�{-
�¢�þ�¢�â�� �/�¢�N�·�¢�)�þ�� �#�ß�N�þ�� ���B�{�¢�"�þ�·���� �ß�N�þ�� ���ª�o�þ�¢�þ���� �ß�N�þ�� ���ª�ª�þ������ �ß�N�þ�� � �I�)�¢�)�q���� �ß�N�þ�� �'�þ�q���þ-
�f�N�þ�����ß�N�þ���r�þ�ª�ª�þ�¿�þ�����ß�N�þ���®�)�q�þ�A�8�����ß�N�þ�f�)���/�¢�N�·�¢�)�þ�$�������)���¢�)���{�f�f�)���·�N�{�q�ª���A�¢�{�o���Ÿ�þ�ª�·���þ�q�"��
present Eritrean residents who have chosen to share their stories and their 
experiences focus on Eritrean history and the ties, legacies, and wounds that 
�I�þ�Û�)�� �¢�)�ª�¿�f�·�)�"�� �A�¢�{�o�� �S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q�� ���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�N�ª�o���� ���)�� ���{�f�f�)���·�N�{�q�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·���{�¢�þ�f�� �·�)�ª�·�N-
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�o�{�q�N�)�ª�����Ü�I�N���I���Ü�)�¢�)���N�q�·�)�¢�·�Ü�N�q�)�"���Ü�N�·�I���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N���þ�f���ª�·�¿�"�N�)�ª�����·�{�{�c���Ÿ�f�þ���)���N�q���•���·�{-
ber, November, and December 2020. 

�¦�)�q�þ�o�N�q�B�� �·�I�)�ª�)�� �ª�·�¢�)�)�·�ª�� �B�N�Û�)�ª�� �·�I�)�o�� �þ�� �q�)�Ü�� �þ�q�"�� �"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·�� �o�)�þ�q�N�q�B���� �þ��
spokesperson of the organization said in an interview (Peretti 2021). A selec-
tion of the collected audio testimonies has subsequently become an inte-
gral and fundamental part of the tour, connecting the stages of the route 
and opening up or resuming historical themes, including colonial urban-
�N�ª�o�����·�{�Ü�q���Ÿ�f�þ�q�q�N�q�B�����þ�q�"���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���Ÿ�)�þ�ª�þ�q�·���¢�)�Û�{�f�·�ª���N�q���/�¢�N�·�¢�)�þ�������)���f�þ�q�"�ª���þ�Ÿ�)��
of Rome’s African Quarter serves as an impetus for the witnesses, who, 
together with the collective and the walkers, draw a map of the neighbor-
hood from these counternarratives.

Supported by ARCS Culture Solidali and Archivio Memorie Migranti as 
part of the Pinocchio–Culture, Sport, Participation project, a civic and social 
network working against discrimination and for greater social inclusion, the 
tours have been popular since their inception, selling out in January and 
�F�)���¢�¿�þ�¢�â���‘�•�‘�•�������)�����¢�ª�·���•�’���¿�¢���þ�q���·�¢�)�c�ª�����¢�{�¿�B�I�·�����)�·�Ü�)�)�q���‘�•�•���þ�q�"���‘�”�•���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)��
�·�{�� �·�I�)�� �q�)�N�B�I���{�¢�I�{�{�"���� �•�q�)�� �â�)�þ�¢�� �f�þ�·�)�¢���� �·�I�)�� ���{�f�f�)���·�N�Û�)�� �A�)�f�·�� �·�I�)�� �q�)�)�"���·�{�� �B�{�� ���þ���c��
to the drawing board to create route number two, which is currently being 
�Ÿ�f�þ�q�q�)�"�������)���þ�N�o���{�A���·�I�)���·�{�¿�¢�ª���N�ª���·�{���Ÿ�¢�{�o�{�·�)���c�q�{�Ü�f�)�"�B�)�����#�¢�)�$�"�N�ª���{�Û�)�¢���·�I�)�����{�q-
nection between Italy and Eritrea, encourage public debate, and discuss the 
dominant themes in education, which are characterized by languages and 
attitudes that need to be decolonized.�• 

However, the stories reach beyond colonialism. Some of the interviewees 
�þ�¢�)���â�{�¿�q�B���N�o�o�N�B�¢�þ�q�·�ª���Ü�I�{���)�á�·�)�q�"���·�I�)�ª�)�����{�o�o�{�q���þ�����{�¿�q�·�ª���Ü�)�f�f�����)�â�{�q�"���•�˜�“�–��
�#�·�I�)���â�)�þ�¢���{�A���·�I�)���{�ò�����N�þ�f���)�q�"���{�A���S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q�����{�f�{�q�N�þ�f���"�{�o�N�q�þ�q���)���N�q���/�¢�N�·�¢�)�þ�$����

�¼�J�*�� �«�¸�|�£�O�*�«�� �ÿ�£�*�� �r�|�¸�� �ÿ�g�g�� �B�|���À�«�*�#�� �|�r�� ���|�g�|�r�O�ÿ�g�O�«�p���� �Ý�*�� �«�¸�O�g�g�� �¸�£�ã�� �¸�|�� �¸�ÿ�g�d�� �ÿ���|�À�¸��
�O�¸�� �¸�|�� �¸�|�À���J�� �|�r�� �¸�J�O�«�� �¸�|� �O���	�� ���À�¸�� �¸�J�*�O�£�� �«�¸�|�£�O�*�«�� ���ÿ�r�r�|�¸�� ���*�� �g�O�p�O�¸�*�#�� �|�r�g�ã�� �¸�|�� �¸�J�O�«��
�ÿ�«� �*���¸�����*���ÿ�À�«�*���|�¸�J�*�£�Ý�O�«�*���Ý�*���«�O�g�*�r���*���¸�J�*�p���ÿ�C�ÿ�O�r�	�����£�*�ÿ�¸�O�r�C���ÿ���£�*�g�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�«�J�O� ���|�B��
�«�À���|�£�#�O�r�ÿ�¸�O�|�r���›

In addition to being able to continue the guided tours, the collective also 
plans to bring its work to schools, as Italian schoolchildren are taught that 

� �̧� ���à�*���«�O�¸�*���|�B��� �|�g�g�*�¸�¸�O�Ü�|���¼�*�í�*�¸�ÿ���ÿ�¸���J�¸�¸� �«�������£�*�«�O�«�¸�*�r�í�*�O�r���O�£�*�r�ÿ�O���ÿ�����|�p�����|�g�g�*�¸�¸�O�Ü�|�+�¸�*�í�*�¸�ÿ��

�¹�� ���6�¼�£�*�d�d�O�r�C���Ã�£�����B�£�O���ÿ�r�|�����À�r��� �*�£���|�£�«�|���g�À�r�C�|���À�r���ÿ�r�r�|�7�	���F�*���À�ÿ�£�ã���’�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�Ž���J�¸�¸� �«�������£�*�«�O�«�¸�*�r�í�*�O�r���O��
�£�*�r�ÿ�O���ÿ�����|�p���Ž�Œ�Ž�Ž���Œ�Ž���Œ�’���¸�£�*�d�d�O�r�C�+�À�£���ÿ�B�£�O���ÿ�r�|�+�À�r�+� �*�£���|�£�«�|�+�g�À�r�C�|�+�À�r�+�ÿ�r�r�|��
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Italy never had colonies and that only England and France did. Meanwhile, 
ongoing coloniality is experienced in everyday life. 

�S�q�����Ÿ�¢�N�f���‘�•�‘�•����� �{�f�f�)�·�·�N�Û�{���¼�)�ì�)�·�þ�����¼�¢�)�c�Ã�¢���þ�q�{�����þ�q�"���¥�¿�)�ª�·�þ�8�¦�{�o�þ�����{�f�f�þ���{-
rated to create an anticolonial tour that passed in front of the Dogali monu-
�o�)�q�·�� �þ�q�"�� ���q�N�ª�I�)�"�� �þ�·�� �·�I�)�� � �N�q�)�o�þ�� �S�o�Ÿ�)�¢�{�� �#�/�o�Ÿ�N�¢�)�$���� �f�{���þ�·�)�"�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �o�¿�f�·�N���¿�f-
�·�¿�¢�þ�f���q�)�N�B�I���{�¢�I�{�{�"���{�A���¼�{�¢�Ÿ�N�B�q�þ�·�·�þ�¢�þ�����S�"�)�q�·�N���þ�f�����N�q�)�o�þ�ª���Ü�)�¢�)�����¿�N�f�·���N�q���¦�{�o�)��
�þ�q�"�����ª�o�þ�¢�þ���N�q���•�˜�’�–���"�¿�¢�N�q�B���·�I�)���S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q���{�����¿�Ÿ�þ�·�N�{�q�������)���q�þ�o�)�����f�)�þ�¢�f�â���¢�)���þ�f�f�ª��
the superiority that the Italian Fascist government sought to suggest to their 
���{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�� ���þ�o�Ÿ�þ�N�B�q���� ���)�� �·�{�¿�¢�� �þ�f�ª�{�� �Ÿ�þ�ª�ª�)�"�� �·�I�)�� �£�N�f�{�� ���f���)�¢�·�)�f�f�N�� �ª���I�{�{�f���� �f�{���þ�·�)�"��
���)�I�N�q�"�� �¼�)�¢�o�N�q�N�� �ª�·�þ�·�N�{�q���� �Ü�I�N���I�� �S�ª�þ���)�f�f�þ�� �þ�q�"�� �G�N�{�¢�B�N�{�� �r�þ�¢�N�q���{�f�þ�� �#�·�{�� ���)�� �"�N�ª-
���¿�ª�ª�)�"�����)�f�{�Ü�$���¿�ª�)�"���·�{���þ�·�·�)�q�"�������)���q�þ�o�)�����{�o�o�)�o�{�¢�þ�·�)�ª���·�I�)���þ�q�·�N�.�A�þ�ª���N�ª�·���Ÿ�¢�{-
fessor who was the head of Partito d’Azione (an anti-fascist resistance party) 
and who encouraged Marincola to become a member. 

�t�{�·�� �A�þ�¢�� �A�¢�{�o�� �¼�)�¢�o�N�q�N�� �ª�·�þ�·�N�{�q�� �N�ª�� �·�I�)�� �'�N�� �'�{�q�þ�·�{�� �ª���I�{�{�f���� �Ü�I�N���I�� �N�ª�� �c�q�{�Ü�q��
�·�{�����)���{�q�)���{�A���·�I�)���o�{�ª�·���o�¿�f�·�N���¿�f�·�¿�¢�þ�f���ª���I�{�{�f�ª���N�q���¦�{�o�)�������)�¢�)���þ�¢�)���o�{�¢�)���·�I�þ�q���•�”��
�"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·���q�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f�N�·�N�)�ª���N�q���)�þ���I�����f�þ�ª�ª�����þ�q�"�����N�q�N�·�N�þ�f�f�â�����ª�{�o�)���Ü�I�N�·�)���S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q���Ÿ�þ�¢�)�q�·�ª��
asked that their children be placed somewhere else, because they thought 
that such a large number of children with foreign backgrounds might be 
damaging for them.�Ÿ Moreover, representatives of educational institutions 
�ª�·�þ�·�)�"�� �·�I�þ�·���� �N�A�� ���f�þ�ª�ª�)�ª�� �I�þ�"�� �ª�¿���I�� �þ�� �I�N�B�I�� �Ÿ�)�¢���)�q�·�þ�B�)�� �{�A�� �Ÿ�¿�Ÿ�N�f�ª�� �Ü�N�·�I���"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·��
�o�{�·�I�)�¢�� �·�{�q�B�¿�)�ª���� �N�·�� �Ü�{�¿�f�"�� ���)�� �o�{�¢�)�� �"�N�ò�����¿�f�·�� �A�{�¢�� �·�I�)�o�� �·�{�� �f�)�þ�¢�q�� �S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q���� �F�{�¢-
tunately, a group of parents, mostly white Italians, created a committee 
and rejected the allegations. Instead, they started organizing events aimed 
at valuing cultural diversity. Since then, the school has become a model for 
many parts of society and for various institutions and now has a waiting list.

Decoding Public Memory

Black knowledge is essential to decoding symbols, memory, and celebratory 
�o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·�ª�����Ü�I�N���I���N�ª���{�·�I�)�¢�Ü�N�ª�)���þ���"�N�ò�����¿�f�·���Ÿ�¢�{���)�ª�ª�����•�q���·�I�)���{�q�)���I�þ�q�"�����·�I�)�¢�)��
�þ�¢�)�� �ª�·�¢�)�)�·�ª�� �þ�q�"�� ���¿�N�f�"�N�q�B�ª�� �q�þ�o�)�"�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� ���f�þ���c�� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N���þ�f�� ���B�¿�¢�)�ª�� �A�¢�{�o�� �{�·�I�)�¢��
countries. Many are in honor of the South African leader Nelson Mandela, 

�º�� ���6�®� �Ã�•�h�������h�ÿ���g�*�¸�¸�*�£�ÿ�����¸�£�|� � �O���«�¸�£�ÿ�r�O�*�£�O�	���*�����|��� �*�£���J�+���J�|���£�O�¸�O�£�ÿ�¸�|���p�O�|���ÿ�C�g�O�|�7�	���®�*� �¸�*�p���*�£���Ž�Œ�	���Ž�Œ�•�•��
� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���O�g�«�À�«�«�O�#�O�ÿ�£�O�|���r�*�¸���r�*�Ý�«���*�#�À���ÿ�í�O�|�r�*���Ž�Œ�•�•���•���Ž�Œ���«���À�|�g�ÿ�+�g�ÿ�+�g�*�¸�¸�*�£�ÿ�+�¸�£�|� � �O�+�«�¸�£�ÿ��
�r�O�*�£�O�+�*�����|�+� �*�£���J�*�+�J�|�+�£�O�¸�O�£�ÿ�¸�|�+�p�O�|�+�ÿ�C�g�O�|���•�Ž�”�‘�•�•���!
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�ª�¿���I���þ�ª���þ���f�N���¢�þ�¢�â���N�q���¦�{�o�)�����•�q���·�I�)���{�·�I�)�¢���I�þ�q�"�����·�I�)�¢�)���þ�¢�)���I�þ�¢�"�f�â���þ�q�â���ª�·�¢�)�)�·�ª���{�¢��
�o�þ�¢�c�)�¢�ª���"�)�"�N���þ�·�)�"���·�{���þ�q�â���{�A���·�I�)�����f�þ���c���S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q�ª���Ü�I�{���I�þ�Û�)���Ÿ�f�þ�â�)�"���þ���ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q�·��
�¢�{�f�)���N�q���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â�����®�¿���I�����B�¿�¢�)�ª���N�q���f�¿�"�)�����'�{�o�)�q�N���{���r�{�q�"�)�f�f�N�������{�¢�q���à�{�f�"�)���®�)�f�þ�ª-
sie in Asmara, Eritrea in 1886. He was adopted by an Italian general, hence 
his name, who brought him to Italy where he attended the military academy. 
�N�)�� ���)���þ�o�)�� �þ�� ���þ�Ÿ�·�þ�N�q���� �·�I�)�q�� �þ�� �I�N�B�I�f�â�� �"�)���{�¢�þ�·�)�"�� �B�)�q�)�¢�þ�f�� �"�¿�¢�N�q�B�� �à�{�¢�f�"�� �à�þ�¢��
�•�q�)���� �þ�q�"�� �I�)�� �N�ª�� ���{�q�ª�N�"�)�¢�)�"�� �·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·�� ���f�þ���c�� �Ÿ�N�f�{�·�� �N�q�� �/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q�� �þ�q�"�� �S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q�� �I�N�ª-
�·�{�¢�â�������)�q���·�I�)�¢�)���N�ª�����f�)�ª�ª�þ�q�"�¢�{���®�N�q�N�B�þ�B�f�N�þ�����·�I�)���ª�{�q���{�A���þ���Ü�I�N�·�)���S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q���d�)�Ü���þ�q�"��
� �â�q�·�I�N�þ���à�I�N�·�)�����þ�q�����A�¢�N���þ�q�����o�)�¢�N���þ�q���Ü�{�o�þ�q���Ü�I�{�����þ�o�)���·�{���S�·�þ�f�â���þ�q�"���Ü�{�¢�c�)�"��
as a waitress for a family from Saint Louis. Sinigaglia joined the Communist 
�£�þ�¢�·�â���N�q���•�˜�‘�•�����Ü�I�N���I���Ü�þ�ª�����{�q�ª�N�"�)�¢�)�"���þ�q���N�f�f�)�B�þ�f���{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q���þ�·���·�I�)���·�N�o�)�����N�)��
went to Spain to participate in the anti-fascist resistance against the dictator 
Francisco Franco, but was eventually exiled in France. He came back to Italy 
�·�{���I�)�f�Ÿ���·�I�)���¢�)�ª�N�ª�·�þ�q���)���o�{�Û�)�o�)�q�·�������¿�·���N�q���•�˜�“�“���I�)���Ü�þ�ª���c�N�f�f�)�"�����â���F�þ�ª���N�ª�·�ª���N�q���þ�q��
ambush.� �� ���)�¢�)�� �N�ª�� �þ�� �Ÿ�f�þ�¡�¿�)�� �þ�·�� �·�I�)�� �ª�N�·�)�� �{�A�� �I�N�ª�� �)�á�)���¿�·�N�{�q�� �N�q�� �F�f�{�¢�)�q���)���� ���¿�·�� �q�{��
other recognition of his contribution. 

�/�Û�)�q�����)�A�{�¢�)���•�˜�•�•�����·�I�)�¢�)���N�ª���)�Û�N�"�)�q���)���{�A���·�I�)���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q���)���{�A�����f�þ���c���S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q�ª���ª�¿���I��
as St. Benedict, who is considered the protector of the city of Palermo, Sicily. 
�®�·�������)�q�)�"�N���·���Ü�þ�ª�����{�¢�q���N�q���•�”�‘�“���N�q���®�þ�q���F�¢�þ�·�)�f�f�{�����þ���ª�o�þ�f�f���·�{�Ü�q���Ü�)�ª�·���{�A���r�)�ª�ª�N�q�þ����
and although he was the son of two enslaved Africans, he was granted free-
dom from birth. However, he still had to provide for himself, so he became 
�þ�����{�Ü�����¢�)�)�"�)�¢�����à�I�)�q���I�)���Ü�þ�ª���‘�•���I�)���o�)�·���þ���I�)�¢�o�N�·���þ�q�"���"�)���N�"�)�"���·�{���¢�)�·�N�¢�)���·�{���þ��
friary and lead a humble life, entirely dedicated to prayers and charity. He 
�N�ª���¢�)�o�)�o���)�¢�)�"���þ�ª���þ���Û�)�¢�â���B�{�{�"���þ�"�Û�N�ª�{�¢�����£�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���Ü�{�¿�f�"�����{�o�)���A�¢�{�o���þ�f�f���Ÿ�þ�¢�·�ª���{�A��
�S�·�þ�f�â���·�{���þ�ª�c���A�{�¢���I�N�ª���I�)�f�Ÿ���þ�q�"���o�{�¢�þ�f���ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·�������ü�·�)�¢���I�N�ª���"�)�þ�·�I�����I�N�ª���f�)�B�)�q�"���ª�Ÿ�¢�)�þ�"��
�)�Û�)�q�����)�â�{�q�"���S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q�����{�¢�"�)�¢�ª�����N�q���•�—�•�–�����I�)���Ü�þ�ª���{�ò�����N�þ�f�f�â���Ÿ�¢�{���f�þ�N�o�)�"���þ���ª�þ�N�q�·�����â��
�·�I�)���N�{�f�â���®�)�)�������)���{�o�N�q�B���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·�����f�þ���c���ª�þ�N�q�·���N�q���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â��

���q�{�·�I�)�¢���N�o�Ÿ�{�¢�·�þ�q�·�����B�¿�¢�)���Ü�I�{���N�ª���{�ü�·�)�q���"�N�ª�¢�)�B�þ�¢�"�)�"���N�q���S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���N�ª��
Alessandro de’ Medici, known as Il Moro (the Moor), a pejorative name given 
to Black people at the time as mentioned in previous chapters. In school 
���{�{�c�ª�����Ÿ�¿�Ÿ�N�f�ª���{�ü�·�)�q���¢�)�þ�"���þ���{�¿�·���·�I�)���r�)�"�N���N�����{�q�)���{�A���·�I�)���o�{�ª�·���Ÿ�{�Ü�)�¢�A�¿�f���A�þ�o�N�f�N�)�ª��
�¢�¿�f�N�q�B�� �·�I�)�� �'�¿���I�â�� �{�A�� �F�f�{�¢�)�q���)�� �"�¿�¢�N�q�B�� �·�I�)�� �¦�)�q�þ�N�ª�ª�þ�q���)���� �·�I�)�â�� ���q�þ�q���N�þ�f�f�â�� ���{�q-
�·�¢�N���¿�·�)�"���·�{���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���)�á�Ÿ�)�"�N�·�N�{�q�ª���·�{���®�{�¿�·�I�����o�)�¢�N���þ���N�q���·�I�)���•�”�·�I�����)�q�·�¿�¢�â�����N�{�Ü-
ever, the story of Alessandro is very rarely told. He is believed to have been 

�»�� ���6�'�|�r�r�*���*���Ã�|�p�O�r�O���#�*�g�g�ÿ���¦�*�«�O�«�¸�*�r�í�ÿ�������g�*�«�«�ÿ�r�#�£�|���®�O�r�O�C�ÿ�C�g�O�ÿ�7�	���d�À�g�ã���Ž�‘�	���Ž�Œ�•�Œ��� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���ÿ�r� �O��
�O�¸���#�|�r�r�*�+�*�+�À�|�p�O�r�O���“�Ž�•���ÿ�g�*�«�«�ÿ�r�#�£�|�+�«�O�r�O�C�ÿ�C�g�O�ÿ�!
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the son of Giulio de’ Medici, who became pope, and a Black woman who was 
serving the family. He grew up in the court of Pope Leo X and became the 
���¢�ª�·���'�¿�c�)���{�A���F�f�{�¢�)�q���)���þ�q�"���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·�����f�þ���c���¢�)�B�)�q�·���N�q���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)���N�q���•�”�’�‘�����N�N�ª���Ÿ�{�¢-
�·�¢�þ�N�·�����þ�q�����)���A�{�¿�q�"���N�q���·�I�)���Ã�ò���ì�N���r�¿�ª�)�¿�o���N�q���F�f�{�¢�)�q���)�����N�N�ª���ª�·�{�¢�â���I�þ�ª�����)���{�o�)��
more popular, thanks to a short movie produced by the Black Italian director 
�'�þ�Ÿ�I�q�)���'�N��� �N�q�·�{���N�q���‘�•�‘�•���#�¼�{�q�"�{���‘�•�‘�•�$��

���·�����¢�ª�·���ª�N�B�I�·�����·�I�N�ª���f�þ���c���{�A���o�)�o�{�¢�N�þ�f���ª�â�o���{�f�ª�����{�¿�f�"�����)���þ�ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�)�"���Ü�N�·�I���·�I�)��
fact that the presence of Black Italians is not generally known by the public, 
but on closer examination it becomes clear that this selective amnesia is part 
�{�A���þ���ª�â�ª�·�)�o�N�����"�)�q�N�þ�f���{�A���·�I�)�����f�þ���c���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q���)���N�q���S�·�þ�f�â�������N�ª���"�N�o�N�q�N�ª�I�)�ª���·�I�)���N�o�Ÿ�þ���·��
of their acts, while symbols commemorating the colonization of Africa can be 
found everywhere in Rome. For example, similar to the case in Berlin, there 
is a quarter located in the northeast part of the city commonly known as the 
�9���A�¢�N���þ�q�� �¥�¿�þ�¢�·�)�¢�:�� ���)���þ�¿�ª�)�� �·�I�)�� �ª�·�¢�)�)�·�ª�� �þ�¢�)�� �þ�f�f�� �q�þ�o�)�"�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �A�{�¢�o�)�¢�� �S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q�� ���{�f-
�{�q�N�)�ª���� �ß�N�þ�f�)�� �h�N���N�þ���� �ß�N�þ�f�)�� �/�·�N�{�Ÿ�N�þ���� �ß�N�þ�f�)�� �®�{�o�þ�f�N�þ�� �#�h�N���â�þ�� ���Û�)�q�¿�)���� �/�·�I�N�{�Ÿ�N�þ�� ���Û�)-
nue, Somalia Avenue). However, under the signs indicating the name of these 
streets, no additional description can be found to explain what happened in 
�·�I�{�ª�)���·�)�¢�¢�N�·�{�¢�N�)�ª���þ�q�"���Ü�I�â���·�I�)���ª�·�¢�)�)�·�ª���Ü�)�¢�)���"�)�"�N���þ�·�)�"���·�{���·�I�{�ª�)���ª�Ÿ�)���N�������Ÿ�f�þ���)�ª����

Another marker of the country’s colonial past stood in Piazza di Porta 
� �þ�Ÿ�)�q�þ�� �A�{�¢�� �"�)���þ�"�)�ª���� ���)�� �9�®�·�)�f�)�� �"�N�� ���á�¿�o” (Axum obelisk) was stolen from 
�/�·�I�N�{�Ÿ�N�þ���þ�q�"�����¢�{�¿�B�I�·���·�{���¦�{�o�)�����â�����)�q�N�·�{���r�¿�ª�ª�{�f�N�q�N���N�q���•�˜�’�–�����"�¿�¢�N�q�B���·�I�)���S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q��
�{�����¿�Ÿ�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A���·�I�)���/�þ�ª�·�����A�¢�N���þ�q���q�þ�·�N�{�q�����¼�Ü�)�q�·�â�.�ª�)�Û�)�q���o�)�·�)�¢�ª���I�N�B�I���þ�q�"���Ü�)�N�B�I-
ing about 150 tons, the obelisk can be traced back to a period between the 1st 
�þ�q�"���·�I�)���“�·�I�����)�q�·�¿�¢�â�����'�����S�·�þ�f�â���)�¢�)���·�)�"���·�I�)���ª�·�)�f�)���·�{�����)�f�)���¢�þ�·�)���·�I�)���•�”�·�I���þ�q�q�N�Û�)�¢-
�ª�þ�¢�â���{�A���·�I�)���r�þ�¢���I���{�q���¦�{�o�)���þ�ª���þ���B�f�{�¢�N�����þ�·�N�{�q���{�A���·�I�)���·�I�)�q���9�q�)�Ü���¦�{�o�þ�q���)�o�Ÿ�N�¢�)�:��
�#�®�þ�¢�q�)�f�f�N���‘�•�•�•�$�������)���S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q�ª���I�þ�"���f�{���þ�·�)�"���·�I�)���{���)�f�N�ª�c���N�q���•�˜�’�”���þ�q�"���·�¢�þ�q�ª�Ÿ�{�¢�·�)�"��
�N�·�� �·�{�� �·�I�)�� �Ÿ�{�¢�·�� �{�A�� �r�þ�ª�ª�þ�Ü�þ���� �“�•�•�� �c�N�f�{�o�)�·�)�¢�ª�� �þ�Ü�þ�â�� �A�¢�{�o�� �N�·�ª�� �{�¢�N�B�N�q�þ�f�� �f�{���þ�·�N�{�q����
to load it on a ship bound for Naples. It was an unprecedented two-month 
�¿�q�"�)�¢�·�þ�c�N�q�B�������·���·�I�)���)�q�"���{�A���à�{�¢�f�"���à�þ�¢���¼�Ü�{�����·�I�)���{���)�f�N�ª�c�����)���þ�o�)���·�I�)���ª�{�¿�¢���)���{�A��
a diplomatic dispute that divided Italy and Ethiopia. Addis Ababa asked for 
the return of assets stolen by the Fascist regime, and among the priorities 
of the treaty signed between the two countries was the repatriation of the 
�{���)�f�N�ª�c�����S�q���•�˜�•� �̃����·�I�)���o�N�q�N�ª�·�¢�â���{�A���A�{�¢�)�N�B�q���þ�ò�A�þ�N�¢�ª���"�)���N�"�)�"���·�{���ª�)�q�"���N�·�����þ���c���·�{���·�I�)��
court of Emperor Haile Selassie, but he never managed to retrieve it, proba-
���f�â���"�¿�)���·�{���·�I�)���I�N�B�I���ª�I�N�Ÿ�Ÿ�N�q�B�����{�ª�·�������N�¢�·�â���â�)�þ�¢�ª���f�þ�·�)�¢�����þ�ü�·�)�¢���®�)�f�þ�ª�ª�N�)���I�þ�"�����)�)�q��
�"�)�Ÿ�{�ª�)�"�����/�·�I�N�{�Ÿ�N�þ���þ�B�þ�N�q���¢�)�¡�¿�)�ª�·�)�"���N�·�ª���¢�)�·�¿�¢�q�������)���o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·���Ü�þ�ª���)�Û�)�q�·�¿�þ�f�f�â��
�ª�)�q�·�����þ���c���·�{���/�·�I�N�{�Ÿ�N�þ���N�q���‘�•�•�”���þ�ü�·�)�¢���f�{�q�B���þ�q�"���)�o���þ�¢�¢�þ�ª�ª�N�q�B���q�)�B�{�·�N�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���þ�q�"��
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has been replaced by a memorial to the victims of the September 11 terrorist 
attacks (ibid.).

���)�� �F�þ�ª���N�ª�·�� �·�)�q�"�)�q���â�� �·�{�� �"�N���·�þ�·�)�� �Ÿ�¿���f�N���� �o�)�o�{�¢�â�� �ª�·�N�f�f�� ���{�q�·�N�q�¿�)�ª�� �·�{�"�þ�â����
�S�q�� �‘�•�•�—���� �ß�N�¢�B�N�q�N�þ�� �¦�þ�B�B�N���� �·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·�� �A�)�o�þ�f�)�� �o�þ�â�{�¢�� �{�A�� �¦�{�o�)���� ���¢�o�f�â�� �{�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�ª�)�"�� �þ��
motion approved by the national parliament to dedicate a street to Giorgio 
Almirante, one of the main members of the Fascist party. Although Italy has 
a law that criminalizes acts of Fascist apology or celebration, it is very com-
mon for right-wing parties to evoke members of the former Fascist regime, 
�·�{���Ÿ�¢�þ�N�ª�)���·�I�)�N�¢���þ���·�N�{�q�ª�����þ�q�"���·�{���I�{�q�{�¢���·�I�)�N�¢�����{�q�·�¢�N���¿�·�N�{�q���·�{���·�I�)���q�þ�·�N�{�q�������)�¢�)-
fore, the approval of this motion should not be so surprising; however, it 
raised indignation, especially from the Jewish community. 

���ª�� �þ�� ���{�q�ª�)�¡�¿�)�q���)���� �N�q�� �®�)�Ÿ�·�)�o���)�¢�� �‘�•�•� �̃��� �Ü�N�·�I�� �þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�¢�{�Û�þ�f�� �A�¢�{�o�� �·�I�)�� ���{�¿�q���N�f����
�·�I�)�� �o�þ�â�{�¢�� �¢�)�q�þ�o�)�"�� �·�I�¢�)�)�� �ª�·�¢�)�)�·�ª�� �·�I�þ�·�� �Ü�)�¢�)�� �A�{�¢�o�)�¢�f�â�� �·�N�·�f�)�"�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢���F�þ�ª���N�ª�·�ª����
�ß�N�þ�� ���¢�·�¿�¢�{�� �'�{�q�þ�B�B�N�{�� ���)���þ�o�)�� �ß�N�þ�� �r�þ�¢�N�{�� � �þ�¢�¢�þ�¢�þ���� �Ÿ�þ�ª�ª�N�q�B�� �·�I�)�� ���þ�·�{�q���A�¢�{�o��
�·�I�)�����N�{�f�{�B�N�ª�·���Ü�I�{���)�"�N�·�)�"���·�I�)���•�˜�’�—���F�þ�ª���N�ª�·���9�r�þ�q�N�A�)�ª�·�{���{�A���¦�þ���)�:���·�{���þ���Ÿ�N�{�q�)�)�¢���{�A��
Italian forensic medicine, who is remembered as one of the very few Italian 
university professors who refused the oath of allegiance to Fascism. Largo 
���¢�·�¿�¢�{�� �'�{�q�þ�B�B�N�{�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �¢�)�q�þ�o�)�"�� �h�þ�¢�B�{�� �t�)�f�f�þ�� �r�{�¢�·�þ�¢�þ���� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �·�I�)�� �{�q�f�â�� �A�)�o�þ�f�)��
physicist at the famous Physics Institute in Rome, who was banned from the 
�þ���þ�"�)�o�N�����Ü�{�¢�f�"�����)���þ�¿�ª�)���ª�I�)���Ü�þ�ª���d�)�Ü�N�ª�I�����F�N�q�þ�f�f�â�����ß�N�þ���/�"�{�þ�¢�"�{���ð�þ�Û�þ�·�·�þ�¢�N���Ü�þ�ª��
���I�þ�q�B�)�"���·�{���ß�N�þ���/�q�¢�N���þ��� �þ�f�þ���¢�)�ª�N�����N�q���I�{�q�{�¢���{�A���·�I�)���S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q���ì�{�{�f�{�B�N�ª�·���þ�q�"���)�q�·�{-
mologist of Jewish origin who killed herself in order to avoid deportation. 
However, none of them were subsequently dedicated to Black Italians. 

Meanwhile, of the few memorials to Black Italians, one important 
accomplishment for the antiracist and decolonial Italian movement, can be 
�Ÿ�þ�¢�·�f�â�� �þ�·�·�¢�N���¿�·�)�"�� �·�{�� �·�I�)�� �¢�N�ª�)�� �{�A�� ���h�r���� ���)�� �q�þ�o�)�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �o�)�·�¢�{�� �ª�·�þ�·�N�{�q�� ���o���þ��
Aradam-Ipponio (which has been under construction since 2013), was ini-
tially taken from a nearby street and refers to a small mountain in Ethiopia 
where, during Italian colonialism, Fascist soldiers killed 20,000 people using 
mustard gas, a toxic substance that was forbidden by the Geneva convention. 
Due to this incident, the name of the street had been questioned for many 
�â�)�þ�¢�ª���� ���¿�·�� �q�{�� ���{�q���¢�)�·�)�� �þ�q�ª�Ü�)�¢�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �B�N�Û�)�q���� �•�q�� �·�I�)�� �q�N�B�I�·�� �{�A�� �d�¿�q�)�� �•� �̃��� �‘�•�‘�•���� �þ��
group of activists called Rete Restiamo Umani, who are mostly white Italians, 
�Ü�)�q�·���·�{���·�I�)���q�)�þ�¢���â���ß�N�þ���"�)�f�f�<���o���þ�����¢�þ�"�þ�o���þ�q�"���ª�¿���ª�·�N�·�¿�·�)�"���·�I�)���ª�N�B�q�ª�����¢�)�q�þ�o-
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�N�q�B���N�·���þ�ü�·�)�¢���G�)�{�¢�B�)���F�f�{�â�"���þ�q�"�����N�f�þ�f�����)�q���r�)�ª�ª�þ�¿�"���¡�����)���f�þ�·�·�)�¢���Ü�þ�ª���þ���‘�—�.�â�)�þ�¢�.�{�f�"��
�¼�¿�q�N�ª�N�þ�q�� �N�o�o�N�B�¢�þ�q�·�� �Ü�I�{�� �"�N�)�"�� �N�q�� �£�{�¢�·�{�� �/�o�Ÿ�)�"�{���f�)�� �{�q�� �r�þ�â�� �‘�•���� �‘�•�‘�•�� �þ�ª�� �I�)��
desperately swam across the Mediterranean, trying to reach land. He had 
�)�ª���þ�Ÿ�)�"���A�¢�{�o���A�{�¢���)�"�����{�q���q�)�o�)�q�·���{�q���þ���9�¡�¿�þ�¢�þ�q�·�N�q�)���ª�I�N�Ÿ�:���Ü�I�)�¢�)���N�o�o�N�B�¢�þ�q�·�ª��
�Ü�)�¢�)���c�)�Ÿ�·�����â���B�{�Û�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·���o�þ�q�"�þ�·�)���A�{�¢���·�Ü�{���Ü�)�)�c�ª���þ�ü�·�)�¢���·�I�)�N�¢���þ�¢�¢�N�Û�þ�f���·�{���ª�·�{�Ÿ��
� �{�Û�N�"�.�•�˜���·�¢�þ�q�ª�o�N�ª�ª�N�{�q���¢ 

���)���ª�þ�o�)���B�¢�{�¿�Ÿ���·�I�)�q���Ü�)�q�·���·�{���·�I�)�����N�·�â�����)�q�·�)�¢���þ�q�"���·�I�¢�)�Ü���¢�)�"���Ÿ�þ�N�q�·���{�q���·�I�)��
bust of Italian colonialist Antonio Baldissera that stands on the Pincio ter-
�¢�þ���)���� �Ü�I�)�¢�)�� �o�þ�q�â�� �f�{���þ�f�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �·�{�¿�¢�N�ª�·�ª�� �{�ü�·�)�q�� �B�{�� �·�{�� �þ�"�o�N�¢�)�� �·�I�)�� �Û�N�)�Ü���� �������{�¢�"-
ing to the activists, throwing red paint on the bust was done to symbolically 
reject the celebration of colonial history that is considered glorious for one 
side but undoubtedly tragic for the other, and, most importantly, to inter-
rupt a history that memorializes white supremacy. A panel was added on the 
�Ü�þ�f�f���Ü�N�·�I���·�I�)���A�{�f�f�{�Ü�N�q�B���¡�¿�{�·�)�����9�t�{���ª�·�¢�)�)�·�����þ�q���I�þ�Û�)���·�I�)���q�þ�o�)���{�A���{�Ÿ�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�ª�N�{�q���:�š�™

�à�N�·�I���ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·���A�¢�{�o�����{�·�I���·�I�)�����h�r���o�{�Û�)�o�)�q�·���{�A���¦�{�o�)���þ�q�"���·�I�)�����ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q��
NIBI (Neri Italiani/Black Italians), journalist Massimiliano Coccia launched 
�þ�� �Ÿ�)�·�N�·�N�{�q�� �þ�"�"�¢�)�ª�ª�)�"�� �·�{�� �·�I�)�� �o�þ�â�{�¢���� �¢�)�¡�¿�)�ª�·�N�q�B�� �·�I�)�� �{�ò�����N�þ�f�� �¢�)�q�þ�o�N�q�B�� �{�A�� �·�I�)��
metro station Amba Aradam-Ipponio and for it to be dedicated to Giorgio 
Marincola. Marincola was the son of a white Italian man and a Somalian 
woman, Aschirò Hassan. Although during Fascism white Italian men were 
discouraged from legitimately recognizing their children with Black women, 
Marincola’s father accepted his son and, without the consent of their mother, 
brought him and his sister Isabella to Italy. Marincola should be remem-
bered especially for his courage and loyalty to the resistance movement – the 
Partigiani���+���·�I�þ�·���A�{�¿�B�I�·���þ�B�þ�N�q�ª�·���·�I�)���t�þ�ì�N�ª���"�¿�¢�N�q�B���à�{�¢�f�"���à�þ�¢���¼�Ü�{���š�š 

Many organizations and intellectuals signed the petition, including 
Roberto Saviano, a Neapolitan journalist famous for his courage in denounc-
�N�q�B���·�I�)���r�þ���þ���þ�q�"���{�·�I�)�¢�����{�¢�¢�¿�Ÿ�·���ª�â�ª�·�)�o�ª���I�)���N�q�Û�)�ª�·�N�B�þ�·�)�"�������q�{�·�I�)�¢���N�o�Ÿ�{�¢�·�þ�q�·��

�¼�� ���6���g�ÿ���d���h�O�Ü�*�«���r�ÿ�¸�¸�*�£���ÿ���¦�|�p�ÿ�����Ü�O�ÿ�����p���ÿ�����£�ÿ�#�ÿ�p���#�O�Ü�*�r�¸�ÿ���Ü�O�ÿ���G�*�|�£�C�*���F�g�|�ã�#�����ß�*�£�r�O���*���£�|�«�«�ÿ���«�À��
�À�r�ÿ�� �«�¸�ÿ�¸�À�ÿ�� �ÿ�g�� �£�O�r���O�|�	�7�� �d�À�r�*�� �•�•�	�� �Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ�	�� � �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���£�|�p�ÿ�¸�|�#�ÿ�ã���O�¸�����£�|�r�ÿ���ÿ�����g�ÿ���d�+�g�O�Ü�*�«�+�p�ÿ�¸��
�¸�*�£�+�ÿ�+�£�|�p�ÿ���J�¸�p�g�!

�½�� ���6�S�¸�ÿ�g�ã���ÿ�r�¸�O�+�£�ÿ���O�«�p���ÿ���¸�O�Ü�O�«�¸�«���#�*�B�ÿ���*���«�¸�ÿ�¸�À�*�	���ÿ�g�¸�*�£���«�¸�£�*�*�¸���r�ÿ�p�*�	���d�À�r�*���•�•�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ��� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���£�*��
�À�¸�*�£�«�����|�p���ÿ�£�¸�O���g�*���p�O�r�r�*�ÿ� �|�g�O�«�+� �|�g�O���*�+�O�¸�ÿ�g�ã�+�O�#�S�t�f���t�Ž�•�¥�Ž�“�•�!

�µ��́� ���S�r���¸�J�*���|�£�O�C�O�r�ÿ�g�����6�r�*�«�«�À�r�ÿ���«�¸�ÿ�í�O�|�r�*���ÿ�����O�ÿ���O�g���r�|�p�*���#�*�g�g�9�|� � �£�*�«�«�O�|�r�*���7

�µ�µ�� ���6�S�¸�ÿ�g�ã�����¦�|�p�*���¸�|���r�ÿ�p�*���p�*�¸�£�|���«�¸�ÿ�¸�O�|�r���ÿ�ý�¸�*�£���:���g�ÿ���d��� �ÿ�£�¸�O�«�ÿ�r�8�7�	�����À�C�À�«�¸���Ž�‘�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ��� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý��
�Ý�ÿ�r�¸�*�#�O�r�£�|�p�*�����|�p���r�*�Ý�«���O�¸�ÿ�g�ã�+�£�|�p�*�+�¸�|�+�r�ÿ�p�*�+�p�*�¸�£�|�+�«�¸�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�+�ÿ�ý �¸�*�£�+���g�ÿ���d�+� �ÿ�£�¸�O�«�ÿ�r��
�J�¸�p�g�!
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supporter was the writer Antar Marincola, the son of Isabella and nephew of 
�G�N�{�¢�B�N�{�� �r�þ�¢�N�q���{�f�þ���� �Ü�I�{�� �I�þ�"�� �Ÿ�¢�)�Û�N�{�¿�ª�f�â�� ���{�f�f�þ���{�¢�þ�·�)�"�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �à�¿�� �r�N�q�B�� �·�{�� �o�þ�Ÿ��
Italian colonialism.�š�›�� ���)�� �Ÿ�)�·�N�·�N�{�q�� �{���·�þ�N�q�)�"�� �o�{�¢�)�� �·�I�þ�q�� �‘���•�•�•�� �ª�N�B�q�þ�·�¿�¢�)�ª�� �N�q��
only a few days and, although it was initially rejected by the local municipality, 
�·�I�)���o�þ�â�{�¢�����¢�{�¿�B�I�·���·�I�)���o�{�·�N�{�q���·�{���·�I�)���þ�·�·�)�q�·�N�{�q���{�A���·�I�)�����N�·�â�����{�¿�q���N�f�����Ü�I�N���I�����q�þ�f�f�â��
�þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�¢�{�Û�)�"���N�·���{�q�����¿�B�¿�ª�·���“�����‘�•�‘�•�����¼�Ü�{���â�)�þ�¢�ª���)�þ�¢�f�N�)�¢�����N�q���®�)�Ÿ�·�)�o���)�¢���‘�•�•�—�����·�{�����{�o-
memorate his birthday, 
a plaque dedicated 
to Giorgio Marincola 
had been placed in 
Piazza Enrico Cosenz, 
in the neighborhood 
of Casal Bertone, on 
the building where he 
used to live in Rome. 
���)�� ���)�f�)���¢�þ�·�N�{�q�� �Ü�þ�ª��
independently orga-
nized and promoted 
by ANPI (Associazione 
Nazionale Partigiani 
d’Italia), not by the 
local municipality. So 
far, it is the only visible 
marker in Rome.

���)�� �o�{�q�·�I�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢��
the council’s approval 
of the station’s renam-
ing, and just three 
�o�{�q�·�I�ª�� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �G�)�{�¢�B�)��
�F�f�{�â�"�<�ª���o�¿�¢�"�)�¢�����à�N�f�f�â���r�{�q�·�)�N�¢�{���'�¿�þ�¢�·�)�����þ�B�)�"���‘�•�����Ü�þ�ª���c�N�f�f�)�"���{�q���®�)�Ÿ�·�)�o���)�¢���•����
�‘�•�‘�•���� �þ�ü�·�)�¢���N�q�·�)�¢�Û�)�q�N�q�B���Ü�I�)�q���þ���B�¢�{�¿�Ÿ���{�A���A�{�¿�¢���Ü�I�N�·�)���â�{�¿�q�B�ª�·�)�¢�ª�����)�þ�·���¿�Ÿ���I�N�ª��
friend in Colleferro, a small town on the outskirts of Rome. It is interesting 
to note that, while covering the news of his death, the media failed to recog-
�q�N�ì�)���'�¿�þ�¢�·�)���þ�ª���þ�����f�þ���c���S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q�����r�þ�q�â���¢�)�A�)�¢�¢�)�"���·�{���I�N�o���þ�ª���·�I�)���9� �þ�Ÿ�)���ß�)�¢�"�)�þ�q�:���{�¢��

�µ�¶�� ���à�À�� �r�O�r�C�� �O�«�� �ÿ�r�� �ÿ�r�|�r�ã�p�|�À�«�� ���|�g�g�*���¸�O�Ü�*�� �|�B�� �S�¸�ÿ�g�O�ÿ�r�� �a�|�À�£�r�ÿ�g�O�«�¸�«���� �¼�J�*�� �p�ÿ� �� ���ÿ�r�� ���*�� �B�|�À�r�#�� �ÿ�¸��
�J�¸�¸� �«�������À�p�ÿ� ���|� �*�r�«�¸�£�*�*�¸�p�ÿ� ���B�£���O�¸���p�ÿ� ���Ü�O�Ü�ÿ�+�í�*�£�ÿ�O���‘�•�•�•�“�”�
�’���•�•���”�•�•���“���•�•�” 

�F�O�C�À�£�*���“���Ž�����£�g�ÿ�¢�À�*���J�|�r�|�£�O�r�C���G�O�|�£�C�O�|���r�ÿ�£�O�r���|�g�ÿ�	���ÿ���J�*�£�|���|�B���¸�J�*��
�à�|�£�g�#���à�ÿ�£���¼�Ý�|���£�*�«�O�«�¸�ÿ�r���*�����£�J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J�����f�Ý�ÿ�r�í�ÿ���r�À�«�O���'�|�«��
�®�ÿ�r�¸�|�«
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the “foreigner,” although he held Italian citizenship and was born in Rome. 
���)���A�þ�o�N�f�â���{�A���·�Ü�{���{�A���·�I�)���Ü�I�N�·�)���þ�B�B�¢�)�ª�ª�{�¢�ª���"�)���f�þ�¢�)�"�����9�!�N�"�)���Ü�þ�ª���`�¿�ª�·���þ�q���N�o�o�N-
�B�¢�þ�q�·���:�����#�'�N�����)�q�)�"�)�·�·�{���r�{�q�·�þ�����N�q�N���‘�•�‘�•�$�������N�ª���I�þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�)�q�ª���{�ü�·�)�q�����ª�¿�B�B�)�ª�·�N�q�B���·�I�)��
idea that a Black person cannot be Italian, for Italians are (only) white. 

�¼�Ü�{�� �Ü�)�)�c�ª�� �f�þ�·�)�¢���� �Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·�ª�� �·�{�{�c�� �Ÿ�f�þ���)�� �N�q�� �ª�)�Û�)�¢�þ�f�� �S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q�� ���N�·�N�)�ª�� ���þ�f�f�N�q�B�� �A�{�¢��
�9�d�¿�ª�·�N���)�� �A�{�¢�� �à�N�f�f�â�:�� �þ�q�"�� �¢�)���f�þ�N�o�N�q�B�� �·�I�)�� ���h�r�� �o�{�·�·�{���� �F�{�¢�� �o�{�ª�·�� ���f�þ���c�� �þ���·�N�Û�N�ª�·�ª����
the link with the brutality of George Floyd’s murder and racism was unde-
niable. However, Duarte’s family asked that his death not be associated with 
�¢�þ���N�ª�o�����S�q���þ���F�þ���)���{�{�c���Ÿ�{�ª�·�����·�I�)�â���)�á�Ÿ�f�þ�N�q�)�"��

�à�*�	�� �¸�J�*�� �B�ÿ�p�O�g�ã�	�� �Ý�|�À�g�#�� �g�O�d�*�� �¸�J�*�«�*�� �#�*�p�|�r�«�¸�£�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�«�� �r�|�¸�� �¸�|�� ���*�� �ÿ�� � �|�g�O�¸�O���ÿ�g�� �¸�|�|�g��
�¸�|�� �¸�ÿ�g�d�� �ÿ���|�À�¸�� �£�ÿ���O�«�p�	�� �B�ÿ�«���O�«�p�� �|�£�� �Ü�ÿ�£�O�|�À�«�� � �ÿ�£�¸�O�*�«���� ���«�� �p�À���J�� �ÿ�«�� �Ý�*�� ���|�r�#�*�p�r��
�ÿ�r�#�����|�r�«�O�#�*�£���#�*�*� �g�ã���Ý�£�|�r�C���B�*�*�g�O�r�C�«���«�À���J���ÿ�«���£�ÿ���O�«�p�	���à�O�g�g�ã���Ý�ÿ�«���¸�J�*���Ü�O���¸�O�p���|�B��
�À�r�Ý�ÿ�£�£�ÿ�r�¸�*�#�� ���£�À�*�g�¸�ã�� �ÿ�r�#�� �B�*�£�|���O�¸�ã�	�� �Ý�J�O���J�� �J�ÿ�«�� �r�|�� ���|�g�|�£�� �|�£�� �£�ÿ���*���� ���r�#�� �Ý�*�	�� �¸�J�*��
�B�ÿ�p�O�g�ã�	���¸�J�O�r�d���*�Ü�*�£�ã�|�r�*���O�«���¸�J�*���«�ÿ�p�*�����t�|���|�#�ã���J�ÿ�«���¸�|���#�O�*���g�O�d�*���¸�J�O�«���ÿ�r�ã�p�|�£�*���—�™

In the following months, many initiatives were dedicated to Duarte’s mem-
ory, including a scholarship at the University of International Studies in 
�¦�{�o�)���A�{�¢���þ���ª�·�¿�"�)�q�·���A�¢�{�o��� �þ�Ÿ�)���ß�)�¢�"�)�������q�"�����{�q���•���·�{���)�¢���•�•�����‘�•�‘�•�����·�I�)���o�¿�q�N��-
ipality of Rome accepted a motion presented by many associations to name 
�þ���f�N�·�·�f�)�� �B�þ�¢�"�)�q���þ�ü�·�)�¢���'�¿�þ�¢�·�)���� �·�I�N�ª�� �N�ª�� �f�{���þ�·�)�"�� �N�q���·�I�)�� �þ�¢�)�þ���{�A���£�N�þ�ì�ì�þ���ß�N�·�·�{�¢�N�{���� �þ��
�q�)�N�B�I���{�¢�I�{�{�"���q�{�·���A�þ�¢���A�¢�{�o���¦�{�o�þ���¼�)�¢�o�N�q�N�����)�q�·�¢�þ�f���¢�þ�N�f�Ü�þ�â���ª�·�þ�·�N�{�q��

QuestaèRoma: This Is Rome

Historically, most organizations of immigrants and People of Color in Italy 
�þ�¢�)�����þ�ª�)�"���{�q���·�I�)���)�·�I�q�N���N�·�â���{�¢���q�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f�N�·�â���{�A���·�I�)�N�¢���o�)�o���)�¢�ª�����A�{�¢���N�q�ª�·�þ�q���)�����·�I�)��
Association of Cameroonians or the Association of Filipinos, which periodi-
���þ�f�f�â���{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�����¿�f�·�¿�¢�þ�f���)�Û�)�q�·�ª�����Ÿ�þ�¢�·�N�)�ª�����þ�q�"���B�þ�·�I�)�¢�N�q�B�ª���þ�q�"���ª�{�o�)�·�N�o�)�ª���{�ò�A�)�¢��
support to newcomers from their countries. Unlike France’s assimilation 
�ª�â�ª�·�)�o���{�¢���·�I�)���Ã�f�<�ª���o�¿�f�·�N���¿�f�·�¿�¢�þ�f�N�ª�o�����S�·�þ�f�â���I�þ�ª���q�)�Û�)�¢���I�þ�"���þ���¢�)�þ�f���N�q�·�)�B�¢�þ�·�N�{�q��
�o�{�"�)�f�� �·�I�þ�·�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �Ÿ�f�þ�q�q�)�"�� �þ�q�"�� �N�o�Ÿ�f�)�o�)�q�·�)�"�� ���â�� �·�I�)�� �B�{�Û�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·���� ���¿�ª���� �·�I�)�¢�)��
�þ�¢�)�� �q�{�� �ª�Ÿ�)���N������ �þ�¢�)�þ�ª�� �Ü�I�)�¢�)�� �Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�� �{�A�� ���{�f�{�¢�� �þ�q�"���{�¢�� �N�o�o�N�B�¢�þ�q�·�ª�� �þ�¢�)��
deliberately concentrated; however, the industries and commercial hubs of 

�µ�·�� ���¼�£�ÿ�r�«�g�ÿ�¸�*�#���B�£�|�p���S�¸�ÿ�g�O�ÿ�r����
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northern Italy have attracted many people. In addition, because the current 
���)�q�ª�¿�ª���"�{�)�ª���q�{�·���N�q���f�¿�"�)���)�N�·�I�)�¢���¢�þ���)���{�¢���)�·�I�q�N���N�·�â�����N�·���N�ª���"�N�ò�����¿�f�·���·�{�����þ�f���¿�f�þ�·�)���I�{�Ü��
many Black people live in Italy. In fact, once they acquire citizenship, Black 
Italians all fall under the category of “Italian citizens.” 

�¥�¿�)�ª�·�þ�8�¦�{�o�þ���#���N�ª���S�ª���¦�{�o�)�$���N�ª���þ�q���þ�ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q���·�I�þ�·���Ü�þ�ª���A�{�¿�q�"�)�"���N�q���r�þ�â��
2013. Its name draws on the romanticized idea of Ancient Rome, as a cross-
roads between various worlds and cultures. It represents the heterogeneous 
plurality of the so-called “second generation”�š�• – or, as they prefer to call 
themselves, “Italians of foreign background.” In fact, out of the 5 million 
immigrants currently residing in Italy, half of them – i.e., more than 2 mil-
lion – are white (for example, from Romania, Albania, and Ukraine). So not 
every Person of Color has the status of immigrant and not every immigrant 
(or their child) is a Person of Color. However, during the last ten years, when 
the media talk about immigrants or immigration, they mostly use images of 
Black people, even though they represent a minority demographically.�š�ž 

QuestaèRoma started its activity at a time when it seemed likely the 
�¢�)�A�{�¢�o�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� ���N�·�N�ì�)�q�ª�I�N�Ÿ�� �f�þ�Ü�� �Ü�{�¿�f�"�� �ª�{�{�q�� ���)�� �N�o�Ÿ�f�)�o�)�q�·�)�"���� ���)�� �o�þ�N�q�� �f�)�ü�·�.
wing party had won the elections and had gained a majority of seats in the 
Italian parliament. Hence, the organization’s primary focus was on the 
social and political citizenship of young people of “foreign background” in 
�{�¢�"�)�¢�� �·�{�� �ª�)���¿�¢�)�� �·�I�)�N�¢�� �þ���·�N�Û�)�� �þ�q�"�� ���{�q�ª���N�{�¿�ª�� �Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���þ�f�� �Ÿ�þ�¢�·�N���N�Ÿ�þ�·�N�{�q���� ���)�� ���¿�¢-
rent law claims that a child born and raised in Italy by two foreign parents 
must stay in the country uninterruptedly for 18 years in order to be eligible 
�·�{���¢�)�¡�¿�)�ª�·���S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q�����N�·�N�ì�)�q�ª�I�N�Ÿ�������)�â���o�¿�ª�·���o�þ�c�)���·�I�)���¢�)�¡�¿�)�ª�·���Ü�N�·�I�N�q���þ���â�)�þ�¢���þ�q�"��
pay for it. If a child was not born in Italy, but came to the country at an early 
age with their foreign parents, they need to prove uninterrupted residence 
for ten years and present numerous documents, including a clear criminal 
record from their parents’ country of origin (translated into Italian), in order 
�·�{���þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�f�â���A�{�¢�����N�·�N�ì�)�q�ª�I�N�Ÿ�������ü�·�)�¢���)�þ���I���¢�)�¡�¿�)�ª�·�����·�I�)���o�N�q�N�ª�·�)�¢���{�A���·�I�)���N�q�·�)�¢�N�{�¢�������â��
law, can take up to 36 months to respond. Requests can also be rejected for 
trivial reasons, without the fee being reimbursed.

Since 2005, activists had been trying to move beyond this concept of cit-
izenship, which is ambiguous. In fact, although the current citizenship law 

�µ�¸�� ���à�*���«�O�¸�*���|�B���¦�*�¸�*���G�Ž���ÿ�¸���J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���«�*���|�r�#�*�C�*�r�*�£�ÿ�í�O�|�r�O���O�¸���ÿ���|�À�¸��

�µ�¹�� ���6�S�g���Ü�*�£�|�����|�r�¸�£�O���À�¸�|���#�*�C�g�O���O�p�p�O�C�£�ÿ�¸�O���ÿ�g�g�ÿ�����£�*�«���O�¸�ÿ���#�*�g���£�O�g���O�¸�ÿ�g�O�ÿ�r�|�7�	���d�À�r�*���“�	���Ž�Œ�•�•��� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý��
�ÿ�C�O���O�¸���B�ÿ���¸�+���J�*���d�O�r�C���O�p�p�O�C�£�ÿ�¸�O��� �O�g���O�¸�ÿ�g�O�ÿ�+�‘�’�•�”�•�‘�“���r�*�Ý�«���Ž�Œ�•�•�+�Œ�’�+�•�•���!
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can be considered the main tool of institutional racism, racist policies and 
attitudes can be found at many other levels of society too. As a consequence, 
a Person of Color who, for example, was born Italian, inheriting citizenship 
�A�¢�{�o���{�q�)���{�A���·�I�)�N�¢���Ÿ�þ�¢�)�q�·�ª�����Ü�{�¿�f�"���ª�·�N�f�f���I�þ�Û�)���·�{���"�)�þ�f���Ü�N�·�I���¢�þ���N�þ�f���Ÿ�¢�{���f�N�q�B���þ�q�"��
everyday racism. At the same time, children of white immigrants can also 
�)�q���{�¿�q�·�)�¢�� �f�)�B�þ�f�� �"�N�ò�����¿�f�·�N�)�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �"�N�ª���¢�N�o�N�q�þ�·�N�{�q�� ���)���þ�¿�ª�)�� �·�I�)�â�� �"�{�� �q�{�·�� �I�þ�Û�)��
�S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q�� ���N�·�N�ì�)�q�ª�I�N�Ÿ���� �{�¢�� ���)���þ�¿�ª�)�� �·�I�)�N�¢�� �q�þ�o�)�� �N�ª�� �¢�þ���N�þ�f�N�ì�)�"���� ���)�� ���I�þ�f�f�)�q�B�)�� �N�ª�� �·�{��
consider the diversity of what it means to be Italian. 

�¼�{�� �·�þ���c�f�)�� �·�I�)�ª�)�� �N�ª�ª�¿�)�ª���� �¥�¿�)�ª�·�þ�8�¦�{�o�þ�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �)�ª�·�þ���f�N�ª�I�)�"�� ���â�� �ª�)�Û�)�q�� �â�{�¿�q�B��
Italian activists and artists of color – some with Italian citizenship, some 
without. Half of the board is composed of People of African Descent (PAD). 
���)�� �o�)�o���)�¢�ª�� �¢�)�þ�f�N�ì�)�"�� �·�I�þ�·�� �¦�{�o�)�� �f�þ���c�)�"�� �þ�q�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�� �·�I�þ�·�� �"�N�"�� �q�{�·���"�)�þ�f��
with rights in “silos” – for instance, women dealt only with gender equality, 
�h�G���¼�¥���o���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���Ü�N�·�I���I�{�o�{�Ÿ�I�{���N�þ�������f�þ���c�ª���Ü�N�·�I���¢�þ���N�ª�o�����þ�q�"���ª�{���{�q�����S�q�ª�·�)�þ�"����
they strongly believe in the principle of intersectionality – namely, that a 
single person can be the bearer of multiple characteristics and therefore sub-
�`�)���·���·�{���"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·���ª�{���N�þ�f���þ�q�"���ª�â�ª�·�)�o�N�����{�Ÿ�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�ª�N�{�q�ª���·�I�þ�·���{�����¿�¢���þ�·���·�I�)���ª�þ�o�)���·�N�o�)����
Furthermore, it is not necessary to be part of a socially marginalized group 
�N�q���{�¢�"�)�¢���·�{�����B�I�·���þ�B�þ�N�q�ª�·���·�I�)���"�N�ª���¢�N�o�N�q�þ�·�N�{�q���·�I�þ�·���B�¢�{�¿�Ÿ���)�á�Ÿ�)�¢�N�)�q���)�ª�����þ�ª���N�·���N�ª��
�N�o�Ÿ�{�¢�·�þ�q�·���·�{�����{�o���þ�·���þ�f�f���N�q�`�¿�ª�·�N���)�ª���)�Û�)�q���N�A���·�I�)�â���"�{���q�{�·���þ�ò�A�)���·���â�{�¿���"�N�¢�)���·�f�â����

At the same time, it is key to avoid paternalism, political exploitation, 
�·�{�c�)�q�N�ª�o�����þ�q�"���·�¢�N�Û�N�þ�f�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�������)�¢�)�A�{�¢�)�����¥�¿�)�ª�·�þ�8�¦�{�o�þ���þ�N�o�ª���·�{���¢�)�Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·���·�I�)��
many young people who need to overcome the obstacles that prevent them 
�A�¢�{�o���Ÿ�þ�¢�·�N���N�Ÿ�þ�·�N�q�B���N�q���"�)���N�ª�N�{�q�.�o�þ�c�N�q�B���Ÿ�¢�{���)�ª�ª�)�ª�����•�q�)���{�A���·�I�)���o�þ�N�q���{���`�)���·�N�Û�)�ª��
of the association is to bring politics closer to young people, and young peo-
�Ÿ�f�)�����f�{�ª�)�¢���·�{���Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���ª�����ª�N�q���)���·�I�)�â���þ�¢�)���{�ü�·�)�q���"�N�ª�N�f�f�¿�ª�N�{�q�)�"���{�¢���"�N�ª�N�q�·�)�¢�)�ª�·�)�"�����S�·�ª��
goal is to create new social and safe spaces, preferably in informal contexts 

– and also to promote arts and culture as tools of interaction that encourage
���{�f�f�)���·�N�Û�N�·�â���þ�q�"���·�I�)���)�á���I�þ�q�B�)���{�A���)�á�Ÿ�)�¢�N�)�q���)�ª�����)�·�Ü�)�)�q���·�I�{�ª�)�����B�I�·�N�q�B���"�N�ª���¢�N�o-
�N�q�þ�·�N�{�q�����"�)�ª�Ÿ�N�·�)���·�I�)�N�¢���"�N�ò�A�)�¢�N�q�B���f�)�B�þ�f���þ�q�"���A�þ�o�N�f�â���ª�N�·�¿�þ�·�N�{�q�ª��

�S�q�� �‘�•�•�“���� �{�q�)�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� ���¢�ª�·�� �)�Û�)�q�·�ª�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�"�� ���â�� �¥�¿�)�ª�·�þ�8�¦�{�o�þ�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �þ�� �Ÿ�¿���f�N����
debate that involved youth leaders of all parties. It was designed to enable 
�·�I�)�o���·�{���"�N�ª���¿�ª�ª���·�I�)�N�¢���N�"�)�þ�ª���þ���{�¿�·���â�{�¿�·�I���Ÿ�{�f�N���N�)�ª�������)���o�)�)�·�N�q�B���Ÿ�¢�{�Û�N�"�)�"���þ���¢�þ�¢�)��
�{�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·�¿�q�N�·�â���A�{�¢���â�{�¿�q�B���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���{�A���"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·�����þ���c�B�¢�{�¿�q�"�ª���·�{���I�þ�Û�)���þ���"�N�¢�)���·���)�á�Ÿ�)�¢�N-
ence of politics and to understand that voting is not the only way to be actively 
involved. A particular commitment is to education; at a programmatic level, 
QuestaèRoma is working to increase the number of teachers and other pro-
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fessionals with a “foreign background” and to change the curriculum so that, 
for example, the history of Italian colonialism is included and the weekly civic 
education hour, which is compulsory in all schools, is used to increase dialogue. 

�•�q�)�� �â�)�þ�¢�� �f�þ�·�)�¢���� �¥�¿�)�ª�·�þ�8�¦�{�o�þ�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�"�� �N�·�ª�� ���¢�ª�·�� �Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·�� �N�q�� �ª�{�f�N�"�þ�¢�N�·�â�� �Ü�N�·�I��
BLM, in response to what was happening in Ferguson (USA)  and created one 
�{�A���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·�����þ�o�Ÿ�þ�N�B�q�ª���þ�B�þ�N�q�ª�·���¢�þ���N�ª�o�������S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q�{�t�{�q�8�Ã�q� �{�f�{�¢�)���#�S�·�þ�f�N�þ�q���S�ª���t�{�·��
a Color). It included a public call to participate in a photoshoot in Piazza del 
�£�{�Ÿ�{�f�{�� �·�I�þ�·�� �Ü�{�¿�f�"�� �·�I�)�q�� �B�)�q�)�¢�þ�·�)�� �þ�� �·�¢�þ�Û�)�f�N�q�B���)�á�I�N���N�·�N�{�q���� ���)�� �N�o�þ�B�)�ª���ª�I�{�Ü�)�"��
the participants with traces of white paint on their faces, captioned with 
�Ÿ�¢�{�Û�{���þ�·�N�Û�)���Ÿ�I�¢�þ�ª�)�ª���ª�¿���I���þ�ª���9� �þ�q���S���Û�{�·�)���q�{�Ü���:���þ�q�"���9� �þ�q���S�����)���¢�)�ª�Ÿ�)���·�)�"���q�{�Ü���:��
�r�{�¢�)���·�I�þ�q���•�•�•���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���þ�·�·�)�q�"�)�"�������)�â���A�)�f�·���)�o�Ÿ�{�Ü�)�¢�)�"�����â���·�I�)���N�o�Ÿ�þ���·���·�I�)�â���I�þ�"��
on passers-by, who were intrigued by seeing such a large gathering of Italians 
�{�A��� �{�f�{�¢�����F�{�¢���ª�{�o�)���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)�����N�·���Ü�þ�ª���·�I�)�����¢�ª�·���·�N�o�)���·�I�)�â���I�þ�"�����)�)�q���Ÿ�{�¢�·�¢�þ�â�)�"�����â���þ��
���f�þ���c���Ÿ�I�{�·�{�B�¢�þ�Ÿ�I�)�¢����� �þ�¢�f�{�ª���h�{�¢�þ���¼�{�o�þ�������{�ª�·�þ�����Ü�I�{���)�q�I�þ�q���)�"���·�I�)�N�¢���·�¢�þ�N�·�ª���þ�q�"��
gave value to their skin color. 

�S�q���‘�•�‘�•�����·�I�)���Ÿ�¢�{�o�N�q�)�q���)���{�A�����h�r���¢�)�q�)�Ü�)�"���·�I�)�����B�I�·���þ�B�þ�N�q�ª�·���ª�â�ª�·�)�o�N�����þ�q�"��
structural racism and Afrophobia and led to the creation of a video series 
called Fading,�š�Ÿ which was promoted under the hashtag #prendiamolaparola. 
QuestaèRoma was involved in the series and supported the collective aim to 
�"�)�q�{�¿�q���)���·�I�)���)�ò�A�)���·�ª���þ�q�"�����þ�¿�ª�)�ª���{�A���ª�·�¢�¿���·�¿�¢�þ�f���¢�þ���N�ª�o���N�q���S�·�þ�f�â�������)���o�þ�·�)�¢�N�þ�f�ª��
are now being used to raise awareness and to create workshops promoting 
antiracism in schools all over the country. Following this campaign, in April 
2021 a group of antiracist organizations and independent activists from 

�µ�º�� ���6�F���'�S�t�G���
� �£�*�r�#�O�ÿ�p�|�g�ÿ� �ÿ�£�|�g�ÿ�7�	����� �£�O�g���Ž�‘�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�•��� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���ã�|�À�¸�À���*�����|�p���Ý�ÿ�¸���J���Ü���p�Ü�à�ß�+
�d�•�g�â�À�å�Ž�C� �¸�p�•�«�!
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all over Italy sent a public letter to RAI (the national public broadcasting 
channel), challenging the media’s repeated use of racial slurs and Blackface 
�"�¿�¢�N�q�B�� �ª�)�Û�)�¢�þ�f�� �¼�ß�� �ª�I�{�Ü�ª���� �Ã�q�"�)�¢�� �·�I�)�� �q�þ�o�)�� �{�A�� �����þ�o���N�)�¦���S�� �·�I�)�â�� ���{�q�"�¿���·�)�"��
a successful mass mailing to all representatives and employees of public 
�·�)�f�)�Û�N�ª�N�{�q�����S�q���·�I�)���f�)�·�·�)�¢�����·�I�)�â�����¢�o�f�â�����{�q�"�)�o�q�)�"���¢�)���)�q�·���N�q���N�"�)�q�·�ª�������þ�f�f�N�q�B���A�{�¢��
more respect toward minorities as well as for more representation (Hughes 
�‘�•�‘�•�$�������)���A�{�f�f�{�Ü�N�q�B���â�)�þ�¢�����·�I�)���¼�ß�����I�þ�q�q�)�f�<�ª���"�N�Û�N�ª�N�{�q���"�)�"�N���þ�·�)�"���·�{���ª�{���N�þ�f���N�ª�ª�¿�)�ª����
called Rai per il Sociale, launched a call inviting all organizations dealing 
�Ü�N�·�I�� �þ�q�·�N�¢�þ���N�ª�o�� �·�{�� ���¢�)�þ�·�)�� �þ�� �Ÿ�)�¢�o�þ�q�)�q�·�� ���{�q�ª�¿�f�·�N�q�B�� ���{�o�o�N�·�·�)�)���� ���)�� �q�)�B�{�·�N�þ-
tions on who will participate are still ongoing. 

���)�� �¢�)���)�q�·�f�â�� �A�{�¿�q�"�)�"�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �·�I�)�� �þ���·�N�Û�N�·�N�)�ª�� �·�I�)�â�� �þ�¢�)�����¢�)�þ�·�N�q�B��
�þ�¢�)�� �Ÿ�¿�·�·�N�q�B�� �Ÿ�¢�)�ª�ª�¿�¢�)�� �{�q�� �{�ò�����N�þ�f�ª�� �·�{�� �þ�"�"�¢�)�ª�ª�� �ª�·�¢�¿���·�¿�¢�þ�f�� �¢�þ���N�ª�o�����þ�·�� �·�I�)�� �ª�þ�o�)��
time, they are educating the public about the country’s history as well as 
its current treatment of immigrants and People of Color. It is important to 
note that the changes taking place are thanks to a resistance that will keep 
expanding into the future. 
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Chapter 8  
Black Warsaw 

James Omolo and Natasha A. Kelly

Being a conservative white homogeneous society, Poland addressed the mur-
der of George Floyd with increasing incidents of intolerance toward People of 
African Descent (PAD) and Persons of Color (PoC). Black Lives Matter (BLM) 
�Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·�ª���N�q���·�I�)���ª�·�¢�)�)�·�ª���{�A���o�þ�`�{�¢�����N�·�N�)�ª���ª�¿���I���þ�ª���à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü�����f�¢�þ�c�{�Ü�����þ�q�"���£�{�ì�q�þ�r��
highlighted the various manifestations of racism, xenophobia, intolerance, 
�þ�q�"���"�N�ª���¢�N�o�N�q�þ�·�N�{�q���þ�·�����{�·�I���ª�{���N�)�·�þ�f���þ�q�"���N�q�ª�·�N�·�¿�·�N�{�q�þ�f���f�)�Û�)�f�ª���·�I�þ�·���þ�ò�A�)���·���)�Û�)�¢�â��
aspect of Black life in Poland today, including unequal access to education 
and employment, racial abuse and violence in public places (for example, on 
public transport), restrictions of movement due to overzealous policing, and 
hate crimes, among other instances.

���)���o�þ�`�{�¢�����h�r���Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·�ª���{�����¿�¢�¢�)�"���N�q���à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü���{�q���·�Ü�{���"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·���"�þ�·�)�ª�������)��
���¢�ª�·�� ���h�r�� �)�Û�)�q�·���� �Ü�I�N���I�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�"�� ���â�� �þ�� �f�{���þ�f�� �q�{�q�.�B�{�Û�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·�þ�f�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N-
�ì�þ�·�N�{�q���#�t�G�•�$�����£�¢�ì�â���I�{�"�q�N�þ���®�c�n�{�·�����·�{�{�c���Ÿ�f�þ���)���N�q���A�¢�{�q�·���{�A���·�I�)���Ã�®���)�o���þ�ª�ª�â���{�q��
�r�þ�â���’�•�����ª�N�á���"�þ�â�ª���þ�ü�·�)�¢���·�I�)���N�q���N�"�)�q�·�������)���ª�)���{�q�"���"�)�o�{�q�ª�·�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���·�{�{�c���Ÿ�f�þ���)���{�q��
�d�¿�q�)�� �“�� �þ�q�"�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�"�� ���â�� �t�{�� �d�¿�ª�·�N���)�� �t�{�� �£�)�þ���)�.�£�{�f�þ�q�"���š Among the pro-
testers was Bianka Nwolisa, a young girl carrying a sign saying “Stop calling 
me �r�¿�¢�ì�â�q.” Her actions were part of a larger campaign by Black women in 
�£�{�f�þ�q�"���·�{���þ�"�"�¢�)�ª�ª���¢�þ���N�þ�f���"�N�ª���¢�N�o�N�q�þ�·�N�{�q���#�r�)���c�N�q�B���þ�q�"���¼�)�¢�¢�â���‘�•�‘�•�$�������)���·�)�¢�o��
has long been used to refer to Black people in Poland and has its roots in 
�·�I�)���/�q�B�f�N�ª�I���Ü�{�¢�"���9�r�{�{�¢���:�����ª���þ�¢�B�¿�)�"���N�q��� �I�þ�Ÿ�·�)�¢�ª���•���þ�q�"���“�����N�·���N�ª���{�¿�·�"�þ�·�)�"���þ�q�"��
�{�ò�A�)�q�ª�N�Û�)�������¿�·���N�·���N�ª���þ�f�ª�{���ª�â�o���{�f�N�����{�A���·�I�)���þ�·�·�N�·�¿�"�)���{�A���·�I�)���Ü�I�N�·�)���o�þ�`�{�¢�N�·�â���ª�{���N�)�·�â��
toward Blackness in the country.

�µ�� ���6���g�ÿ���d���h�O�Ü�*�«���r�ÿ�¸�¸�*�£���O�r���£�|�g�ÿ�r�#�7�	��Detroiter in Poland�	���d�À�g�ã���Ž�•�	���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ��� �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ü�”�p�O�g�*���Ý�|�£�#� �£�*�«�«��
���|�p���Ž�Œ�Ž�Œ���Œ�“���Ž�•�����g�ÿ���d�+�g�O�Ü�*�«�+�p�ÿ�¸�¸�*�£�+�O�r�+� �|�g�ÿ�r�#���!
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�à�I�N�f�)�� �9� �ì�þ�¢�q�â” means “Black,” “�r���������q” has a disparaging social conno-
�·�þ�·�N�{�q�����S�·���N�ª���¿�ª�)�"���·�{���¢�)�Ÿ�f�þ���)���·�I�)���t�.�Ü�{�¢�"�������ª���·�I�)���ª�·�þ�·�¿�ª���{�A���Ü�I�N�·�)���£�{�f�)�ª���N�ª���{�ü�·�)�q��
�Ÿ�)�¢���)�N�Û�)�"�� �þ�ª�� �N�q�A�)�¢�N�{�¢�� ���â�� �{�·�I�)�¢�� �/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q�ª�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� �à�)�ª�·���� �¿�ª�N�q�B�� �·�I�)���·�)�¢�o�� �A�{�¢��
Black people allows them to feel better about themselves, since Black people 
are considered to be inferior in every aspect. In a widely published scandal 
�N�q���‘�•�•�“�����N�q�Û�{�f�Û�N�q�B���·�{�Ÿ���B�{�Û�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·���{�ò�����N�þ�f�ª�������)�q�·�¢�þ�f�����þ�q�c�)�¢�ª�����þ�q�"���o�N�q�N�ª�·�)�¢�ª����
�þ�o�{�q�B�� �{�·�I�)�¢�ª���� �F�{�¢�)�N�B�q�� �r�N�q�N�ª�·�)�¢�� �¦�þ�"�{�ª�n�þ�Ü�� �®�N�c�{�¢�ª�c�N�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �¢�)�Ÿ�{�¢�·�)�"�� �·�{���I�þ�Û�)��
�ª�þ�N�"���·�I�þ�·���·�I�)���o�)�q�·�þ�f�N�·�â���{�A���£�{�f�)�ª���N�q���B�)�q�)�¢�þ�f���N�ª���ª�¿�ò�A�)�¢�N�q�B���A�¢�{�o���9�r�¿�¢�ì�â�r�ª�c�{�«��” – 
a derogatory and racially loaded term to mean thinking “like a Negro.” He 
���{�q�·�N�q�¿�)�"���·�{���þ�f�f�)�B�)���·�I�þ�·���£�{�f�)�ª���ª�¿�ò�A�)�¢���A�¢�{�o���þ���f�þ���c���{�A���Ÿ�¢�N�"�)���þ�q�"���f�{�Ü���ª�)�f�A�.�)�ª�·�)�)�o����
referring to the Polish–American alliance, which he described as worthless 
�þ�q�"���I�þ�¢�o�A�¿�f���#�•�o�{�f�{���‘�•�•�–�����–�–�$����

�S�q���·�I�)���ª�þ�o�)���â�)�þ�¢�����d�þ�q�¿�ª�ì���f�{�¢�Ü�N�q�.�r�N�c�c�)�����Ü�I�{���f�)�"���£�{�f�þ�q�"�<�ª���ª�o�þ�f�f���t�)�Ü���¦�N�B�I�·��
� �{�q�B�¢�)�ª�ª���Ÿ�þ�¢�·�â���"�¿�¢�N�q�B���·�I�)���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q���Ÿ�þ�¢�f�N�þ�o�)�q�·�þ�¢�â���)�f�)���·�N�{�q�ª�����þ�ò���¢�o�)�"���·�I�þ�·��
the minimum wage should be “destroyed.” He claimed that “four million N*s” 
�f�{�ª�·���·�I�)�N�¢���`�{���ª���N�q���·�I�)���Ã�®�����þ�ª���þ���¢�)�ª�¿�f�·���{�A���£�¢�)�ª�N�"�)�q�·���d�{�I�q���F�����f�)�q�q�)�"�â���ª�N�B�q�N�q�B���þ��
���N�f�f�� �{�q�� �·�I�)�� �o�N�q�N�o�¿�o�� �Ü�þ�B�)�� �N�q�� �•�˜�•�•���� �N�)�� �þ�f�ª�{�� �þ�ª�ª�)�¢�·�)�"�� �·�I�þ�·�� �‘�•�� �o�N�f�f�N�{�q�� �â�{�¿�q�B��
Europeans were being treated as “N*s” as a consequence of the minimum 
�Ü�þ�B�)�� �#�•�o�{�f�{�� �‘�•�•�–���� �–�—�$���� ���)�� �f�N�ª�·�� �{�A�� �)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)�ª�� �B�{�)�ª�� �{�q���� �S�q�� �‘�•�•�‘���� �h�þ�Ü�� �þ�q�"�� �d�¿�ª-
tice Party (PiS) MP Marek Suski was overheard in parliament referring to 
Nigerian-born John Godson, then a member of Civic Platform and Poland’s 
���¢�ª�·���)�Û�)�¢�����f�þ���c���r�£�����þ�ª���9�â�{�¿�¢���t���:���#�N���N�"���$�������q�"���N�q���)�þ�¢�f�â���‘�•�•�•�����F�{�¢�)�N�B�q���r�N�q�N�ª�·�)�¢��
�à�N�·�{�f�"���à�þ�ª�ì���ì�â�c�{�Ü�ª�c�N���ª�þ�N�"���{�q���q�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f���·�)�f�)�Û�N�ª�N�{�q���·�I�þ�·���£�{�f�þ�q�"�<�ª���q�)�Ü���B�{�Û�)�¢�q-
ment had shed the country’s “N* mentality” when it came to relations with 
�·�I�)�� �Ã�®���� �#�N���N�"���$���� ���)�ª�)�� �"�N�ª���{�¿�¢�ª�)�ª�� ���¢�)�þ�·�)�� �þ�� �Ÿ�þ�¢�·�N���¿�f�þ�¢�� �N�o�þ�B�)�� �{�A�� ���f�þ���c�� �Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)��

– or, rather, a precise image associated with the term. Even though the term 
�N�ª�� �¢�)�B�þ�¢�"�)�"�� �þ�ª�� ���{�q�·�)�q�·�N�{�¿�ª���� �A�{�¢�� �o�þ�q�â�� �N�·�� �¢�)�o�þ�N�q�ª�� �þ�� �`�¿�ª�·�N���þ���f�)�� �þ�q�"���¿�q���{�q�·�¢�{-
versial depiction of Black people in Poland.

Even though the Black community has been outspoken about the myriad 
manifestations of racism, their outcry has been muted by unfolding events. 
�����¢�)���)�q�·���)�á�I�N���N�·�N�{�q���þ�·���·�I�)���£�{�f�N�ª�I���®�·�þ�·�)���r�¿�ª�)�¿�o�����A�{�¢���)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)�������f�)�þ�¢�f�â�����{�q���¢�o�ª��
the insensitivity that Blacks say is part of mainstream culture. A white Dan-
ish provocateur, Uwe Max Jensen, was invited to perform during the open-
�N�q�B���{�A���·�I�)���)�á�I�N���N�·�N�{�q�����'�¿�¢�N�q�B���·�I�)���Ÿ�)�¢�A�{�¢�o�þ�q���)���I�)���Ü�þ�Û�)�"���þ��� �{�q�A�)�"�)�¢�þ�·�)���ô �f�þ�B����
stripped naked, painted his body black with the help of another artist, and 
�"�¢�þ�B�B�)�"���I�N�o�ª�)�f�A���{�q���·�I�)���ô �f�{�{�¢���þ�ª���I�)���¢�)�Ÿ�)�þ�·�)�"���·�I�)���Ü�{�¢�"�ª���9�S�����þ�q�<�·�����¢�)�þ�·�I�)���:���+���q�{�·��
only George Floyd’s but also Eric Garner’s last words (Gera 2021). But some 



Chapter 8. Black Warsaw181

continue to deny these realities. Polish right-wing politicians and social crit -
ics, for example, openly ridiculed BLM, distancing Polish reality from such 
actions.

Despite the uproar about systemic injustices, most Poles were concerned 
�Ü�N�·�I���·�I�)���"�)�A�þ���N�q�B���{�A���þ���ª�·�þ�·�¿�)���{�A�����q�"�¢�ì�)�`���¼�þ�"�)�¿�ª�ì�����{�q�þ�Ü�)�q�·�¿�¢�þ���f�{�«���N�¿�ª�ì�c�{��
�#�•�–�“�•�+�•�—�•�–�$�����þ���£�{�f�N�ª�I���B�)�q�)�¢�þ�f�����¢�)���{�B�q�N�ì�)�"���þ�ª���·�I�)���¿�f�·�N�o�þ�·�)���A�¢�)�)�"�{�o�����B�I�·�)�¢���N�q��
�·�I�)���¦�¿�ª�ª�{�.�£�{�f�N�ª�I���à�þ�¢���{�A���•�–�˜�‘�����F�¢�{�o���•�–�–�•���·�{���•�–�—�’�����f�{�«���N�¿�ª�ì�c�{���þ�f�ª�{���A�{�¿�B�I�·���A�{�¢��
�·�I�)���Ã�®�����N�q���·�I�)�����o�)�¢�N���þ�q���à�þ�¢���{�A���S�q�"�)�Ÿ�)�q�"�)�q���)���������ª�·�þ�·�¿�)���{�A���I�N�o���Ü�þ�ª���)�¢�)���·�)�"��
�N�q���à�þ�ª�I�N�q�B�·�{�q���'� ���þ�q�"���þ�q�{�·�I�)�¢���{�q�)���N�q���à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü�������)���f�)�·�·�)�¢�ª�����h�r���Ü�)�¢�)���Ü�¢�N�·�·�)�q��
on both statues, an action condemned by Polish President Andrzej Duda and 
other prominent political leaders, brushing over the potential legitimacy of 
�·�I�)���Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·�ª�����{�¢���·�I�)���Ÿ�{�ª�ª�N���f�)���f�N�q�c�����)�·�Ü�)�)�q���·�I�)�N�¢�����þ�¿�ª�)���þ�q�"���f�{�«���N�¿�ª�ì�c�{���I�N�o�ª�)�f�A����
���)�� �Ü�¢�N�·�N�q�B�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �ª�Ü�N�ü�·�f�â�� �¢�)�o�{�Û�)�"���� �þ�q�"�� �Ÿ�¢�{�·�)�ª�·�)�¢�ª�� �Ü�þ�¢�q�)�"�� �q�{�·�� �·�{�� �¢�)�Ÿ�)�þ�·���·�I�)��
�{�ò�A�)�q�ª�)�������)�����{�¿�q�·�¢�â�<�ª�����h�r���o�{�Û�)�o�)�q�·�����I�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢�����I�þ�ª���q�{�·���â�)�·���¢�)���{�B�q�N�ì�)�"���·�I�þ�·��
�f�{�«���N�¿�ª�ì�c�{���Ü�þ�ª�����N�q���A�þ���·�����þ���B�¢�)�þ�·���þ�f�f�â���·�{���·�I�)�����þ�¿�ª�)�����N�)���N�ª�����{�q�ª�N�"�)�¢�)�"���{�q�)���{�A���·�I�)��
country’s greatest national heroes. Although unequivocally a symbol of Pol-
ishness, at the same time he represented the ideals of the Enlightenment and 
�ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·�)�"���·�I�)���Ü�{�¢�f�"�Ü�N�"�)���þ���{�f�N�·�N�{�q�N�ª�·���o�{�Û�)�o�)�q�·���#�f�f�þ�`�q���‘�•�‘�•�$����

�f�{�«���N�¿�ª�ì�c�{�� �{�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�ª�)�"�� �·�I�)�� �N�"�)�{�f�{�B�â�� �{�A�� �¢�þ���N�þ�f�� �ª�¿���`�¿�B�þ�·�N�{�q�� �þ�q�"�� �Ü�I�N�·�)��
supremacy. Based on his speeches and correspondence, as well as on his last 
will, he was an avid abolitionist, condemning enslavement and racial preju-
dice. In one instance, for example, when he was rewarded with an enslaved 
African for his military achievements, he immediately set him free. Accord-
�N�q�B���·�{���)�á�Ÿ�)�¢�·�ª���� �f�{�«���N�¿�ª�ì�c�{���q�{�·���{�q�f�â���A�{�¿�B�I�·���A�{�¢���·�I�)���¢�N�B�I�·�ª���{�A���Ü�I�N�·�)���Ÿ�)�þ�ª�þ�q�·�ª��
�N�q���£�{�f�þ�q�"�������¿�·�����Ü�I�)�q���"�)�þ�f�N�q�B���Ü�N�·�I�����{�o�þ�ª���d�)�ò�A�)�¢�ª�{�q�����I�)���N�q�ª�N�ª�·�)�"���{�q���·�I�)���¢�þ�q-
som and liberation of enslaved people in the USA. He was also an advocate 
for the Jews worldwide (Brzezinska���‘�•�•�–�$�����f�{�«���N�¿�ª�ì�c�{�<�ª���f�)�B�þ���â�����þ�¢�¢�N�)�ª���þ�����f�)�þ�¢��
sociopolitical relevance to the BLM movement, even though this particular 
aspect of history remains widely unrecognized by many Poles and appears 
especially overlooked by the nation’s current political leaders. 

���)�� �"�)�A�þ���N�q�B�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� �f�{�«���N�¿�ª�ì�c�{�� �ª�·�þ�·�¿�)���� �I�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢���� �"�N�"�� �Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�q�·�� �þ�q�� �{�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢-
�·�¿�q�N�·�â�� �·�{�� �¡�¿�)�ª�·�N�{�q�� �·�I�)�� �f�þ���c�� �{�A�� �o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·�ª�� �·�{�� ���A�¢�{�.�£�{�f�N�ª�I�� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�N���þ�f�� ���B�¿�¢�)�ª����
�ª�¿���I���þ�ª���·�I�)���þ�ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�)���{�A���f�{�«���N�¿�ª�ì�c�{�����d�)�þ�q���h�þ�Ÿ�N�)�¢�¢�)�����h�þ�Ÿ�N�)�¢�¢�)���Ü�þ�ª���f�{�«���N�¿�ª�ì�c�{�<�ª��
�{�Ü�q���Û�þ�f�)�·���þ�q�"�����{�q���"�þ�q�·�)�������ª���þ�����f�þ���c���o�þ�q���Ü�N�·�I���þ�q���¿�q���f�)�þ�¢�����{�¿�q�·�¢�â���{�A���{�¢�N�B�N�q����
he was nicknamed “Domingo,” a clue that he may have come from the island 
�{�A���®�þ�N�q�·�.�'�{�o�N�q�B�¿�)���N�q���·�I�)��� �þ�¢�N�����)�þ�q�����N�)���N�o�o�N�B�¢�þ�·�)�"���·�{���£�{�f�þ�q�"���N�q���•�–�˜�•�����þ�q�"����
with his aptitude for languages and accounting, he became a bookkeeper for 



James Omolo and Natasha A. Kelly182

a Polish nobleman. He was later at the commander’s side as he led a revolt to 
try to free white serfs enslaved by feudalism. His portrait can be seen at the 
�£�{�f�N�ª�I���o�N�f�N�·�þ�¢�â���o�¿�ª�)�¿�o���N�q���à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü���#���{�ª�·�{�q���‘�•�‘�•�$��

African Immigration to Warsaw 

���)�� �I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â�� �{�A�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�ª�� �N�q�� �£�{�f�þ�q�"�� �N�ª�� ���I�þ�¢�þ���·�)�¢�N�ì�)�"�� ���â�� �·�I�¢�)�)�� �·�â�Ÿ�)�ª���{�A�� �N�o�o�N-
�B�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���·�I�þ�·���Ÿ�f�þ�â���c�)�â���¢�{�f�)�ª���þ�·���Û�þ�¢�N�{�¿�ª���ª�·�þ�B�)�ª�����)�"�¿���þ�·�N�{�q�����þ�ª�â�f�¿�o���ª�)�)�c�N�q�B�����þ�q�"��
�A�þ�o�N�f�â�� �¢�)�¿�q�N�����þ�·�N�{�q���� ���ª�â�f�¿�o�.�ª�)�)�c�N�q�B�� �N�o�o�N�B�¢�þ�·�N�{�q�� �N�ª�� �o�N�q�N�o�þ�f�� �þ�q�"�� ���{�Û�)�¢�ª��
very few African countries, such as Somalia, Eritrea, Central African Repub-
�f�N�������þ�q�"���h�N���â�þ�����F�þ�o�N�f�â���¢�)�¿�q�N�����þ�·�N�{�q�ª���þ�¢�)���þ�f�ª�{���ª�o�þ�f�f���N�q���q�¿�o���)�¢���"�¿�)���·�{���·�I�)���o�þ�q�â��
�¢�)�ª�·�¢�N���·�N�{�q�ª���{�A���·�I�)���£�{�f�N�ª�I���B�{�Û�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·���þ�q�"���·�I�)���£�{�f�N�ª�I���)�o���þ�ª�ª�N�)�ª���N�q�����A�¢�N���þ�������)��
majority of immigration from the African continent came through educa-
tional immigration, mostly under the communist regime during a period 
when the country supported the anticolonial movements in Africa as a part of 
�·�I�)���®�{�Û�N�)�·���ª�·�¢�þ�·�)�B�â���#�£�>�"�ì�N�Ü�N�þ�·�¢���þ�q�"�����þ�f�{�B�¿�q���‘�•�•�—�$�������þ���c���·�I�)�q�����o�þ�q�â�����A�¢�N���þ�q��
students, mainly men, came to Poland through exchange programs between 
Poland and socialist African countries.�› During this time, the incoming Afri-
can students integrated well with the local population, becoming pioneers 
�{�A���·�I�)���)�o�)�¢�B�N�q�B�����A�¢�N���þ�q�����{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â�������)�â���f�N�Û�)�"���þ�o�{�q�B���£�{�f�)�ª�����ª�I�þ�¢�)�"���I�{�¿�ª�)�ª��
and apartments with them, even married white Polish women, and estab-
�f�N�ª�I�)�"���t�G�•�ª���Ÿ�¢�{�o�{�·�N�q�B�����A�¢�N���þ�q�����¿�f�·�¿�¢�)���#�•�o�{�f�{���‘�•�•�–�$��

As a show of solidarity with some of these African states, the communist 
leaders of the Polish People’s Republic promoted socialism as they embarked 
�{�q�� �þ�� �Ÿ�þ�·�I�� �·�{�� �N�q�"�)�Ÿ�)�q�"�)�q���)���� ���)�·�Ü�)�)�q�� �d�¿�f�â�� �’�•�� �þ�q�"�� ���¿�B�¿�ª�·�� �•�“���� �•�˜�”�”���� �£�{�f�þ�q�"��
�I�{�ª�·�)�"���·�I�)���”�·�I���à�{�¢�f�"���F�)�ª�·�N�Û�þ�f���{�A���æ�{�¿�·�I���þ�q�"���®�·�¿�"�)�q�·�ª���N�q���à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü�������N�ª���)�Û�)�q�·��
�Ü�þ�ª�� �þ�·�·�)�q�"�)�"�� ���â�� �’�•���•�•�•�� �"�)�f�)�B�þ�·�)�ª�� �A�¢�{�o�� �•�•�“�� ���{�¿�q�·�¢�N�)�ª���� ���o�{�q�B�� �·�I�)�o�� �Ü�)�¢�)��
�˜�•�•�� �"�)�f�)�B�þ�·�)�ª�� �A�¢�{�o�� �·�I�)�q�� ���{�f�{�q�N�ì�)�"�� �·�)�¢�¢�N�·�{�¢�N�)�ª�� �N�q�� ���A�¢�N���þ���� ���)�� �B�þ�·�I�)�¢�N�q�B�� �Ü�þ�ª��
�{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�)�"�����â���·�I�)���þ�q�·�N�.�N�o�Ÿ�)�¢�N�þ�f�N�ª�·���þ�q�"���f�)�ü�·�.�Ü�N�q�B���à�{�¢�f�"���F�)�"�)�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A���'�)�o�{-
���¢�þ�·�N�����æ�{�¿�·�I�����þ�q���N�q�·�)�¢�q�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f���â�{�¿�·�I���{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q���A�{�¿�q�"�)�"���N�q���h�{�q�"�{�q���N�q���•�˜�“�”��
�Ü�N�·�I�� �·�I�)�� �þ�N�o���{�A���¿�q�N�·�N�q�B���â�{�¿�·�I�� �A�¢�{�o���·�I�)�� �þ�f�f�N�)�"�� �à�)�ª�·�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �·�I�{�ª�)�� �{�A�����þ�Ÿ�N�·�þ�f�N�ª�·��
�þ�q�"���ª�{���N�þ�f�N�ª�·���q�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���#�r���'�¿�ò���)���‘�•�•�•�����‘�“�–�$�����F�{�¢���o�þ�q�â���£�{�f�)�ª�����N�·���Ü�þ�ª���·�I�)�N�¢�����¢�ª�·��

�¶�� ���S�r���J�O�«�����|�|�d��Strangers at the Gate: Black Poland � �Ž�Œ�•�“�!�	���d�ÿ�p�*�«���•�p�|�g�|���#�|���À�p�*�r�¸�«���¸�J�*���r�À�p���*�£���|�B��
�«�¸�À�#�*�r�¸�«���B�£�|�p���#�O�ó�B�*�£�*�r�¸�����B�£�O���ÿ�r�����|�À�r�¸�£�O�*�«��� �£�*�«�*�r�¸���O�r���£�|�g�ÿ�r�#�����*�¸�Ý�*�*�r���•�•�“�’���ÿ�r�#���•�•�“�“�	���ÿ�g�p�|�«�¸��
�•�	�Œ�Œ�Œ���O�r���¸�|�¸�ÿ�g��
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���{�q�·�þ���·���Ü�N�·�I�����f�þ���c���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���þ�q�"���£�{� ���þ�ü�·�)�¢���·�I�)���"�)�ª�·�¢�¿���·�N�{�q���{�A���·�I�)���®�)���{�q�"���£�{�f-
�N�ª�I�� �¦�)�Ÿ�¿���f�N������ �Ü�I�N���I�� �I�þ�"�� ���)�)�q�� �o�{�¢�)�� �o�¿�f�·�N���¿�f�·�¿�¢�þ�f���� �"�¿�¢�N�q�B�� �à�{�¢�f�"�� �à�þ�¢�� �¼�Ü�{����
���)�� �A�)�ª�·�N�Û�þ�f�� �{�ò�A�)�¢�)�"�� �N�o�þ�B�)�ª�� �A�{�¢�� �£�{�f�N�ª�I�� �Ÿ�¢�)�ª�ª�� �Ÿ�I�{�·�{�B�¢�þ�Ÿ�I�ª�� �·�I�þ�·�� �ª�I�{�Ü�)�"�� �£���'��
beyond racist stereotypes; these were showcased at the exhibition “Afro PRL,” 
curated by Polish photographer Bartosz Nowicki at the Cultural Institute of 
�à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü���N�q���‘�•�•�—���#�G�¢�)�)�q�I�N�f�f���‘�•�‘�•�$��

However, the presence of Africans at the world festival was limited to a 
few diplomats or students on scholarships. Back then, students needed to 
�¢�)�·�¿�¢�q�� �·�{�� �·�I�)�N�¢�� ���{�¿�q�·�¢�N�)�ª�� �{�A�� �{�¢�N�B�N�q�� �¿�Ÿ�{�q�� ���{�o�Ÿ�f�)�·�N�q�B�� �·�I�)�N�¢�� �ª�·�¿�"�N�)�ª�����•�ò�����N�þ�f��
statistics from this period show that the number of African graduates in the 
���{�¿�q�·�¢�â���N�q���¢�)�þ�ª�)�"���ª�·�)�þ�"�N�f�â���A�¢�{�o���`�¿�ª�·���{�Û�)�¢���‘�•�•���N�q���·�I�)���•�˜�•�•�ª���·�{���þ�f�o�{�ª�·���“�•�•���N�q��
�·�I�)���•�˜�–�•�ª�����¢�N�ª�N�q�B���·�{���o�{�¢�)���·�I�þ�q���–�•�•���"�¿�¢�N�q�B���·�I�)���•�˜�—�•�ª���#�£�>�"�ì�N�Ü�N�þ�·�¢���þ�q�"�����þ�f�{�B�¿�q��
2018). It was only those who graduated at the time of the collapse of the Ber-
�f�N�q���à�þ�f�f���Ü�I�{���I�þ�"���·�I�)���{�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·�¿�q�N�·�â���{�A���ª�)�)�c�N�q�B���þ���f�N�Û�)�f�N�I�{�{�"���N�q���£�{�f�þ�q�"���þ�q�"���ª�·�þ�â�)�"��
�#�•�o�{�f�{���‘�•�•�–�$��

Despite the small number of Africans who settled in Poland, Black peo-
ple have become a permanent feature of Polish reality. In large cities, seeing 
PAD is no longer considered exceptional, although they are by no means a 
���{�o�o�{�q�� �ª�N�B�I�·���� � �{�q�·�)�o�Ÿ�{�¢�þ�¢�â�� ���B�¿�¢�)�ª�� �ª�¿���I�� �þ�ª�� �£�¢�{�A�)�ª�ª�{�¢�� �f�N�f�f�N�{�q�� �r�¿�q�â�þ�o�þ����
a former member of the Polish parliament who came to Poland during com-
munism as a student, demonstrate the progress made by Africans in the  
country. Professor Munyama stands out even though he is a Polish citizen. 
�•�q�)�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� ���{�¿�q�·�¢�â�<�ª�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�� �Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���þ�f�� �ª�·�þ�¢�ª���� �r�¿�q�â�þ�o�þ�� �I�þ�ª�� ���)�)�q���f�N�Û�N�q�B�� �N�q��
�£�{�f�þ�q�"���A�{�¢���þ�f�o�{�ª�·���“�•���â�)�þ�¢�ª�����N�)���N�ª���þ�q���)���{�q�{�o�N�ª�·���þ�q�"���þ���þ�"�)�o�N�����f�)���·�¿�¢�)�¢���Ü�I�{��
served as a local government councilor in Grodzisk (2002–6) and as regional 
councilor in the province of Greater Poland (2007–10). He was also a member 
of parliament from 2011 to 2021, and he sat on several committees, such as 
�Ÿ�¿���f�N�������q�þ�q���)���þ�q�"���·�I�)���A�{�¢�)�N�B�q���þ�ò�A�þ�N�¢�ª�����{�o�o�N�·�·�)�)�����r�¿�q�â�þ�o�þ���¢�)�ª�N�B�q�)�"���N�q���d�¿�q�)��
2021 to take a job in Brussels as an envoy at the European level on EU–Africa 
relations.

Still, the political landscape in Poland, as in other countries in Europe, 
has contributed to the negative image of immigrants, characterizing them 
�þ�ª���þ���Ÿ�¢�{���f�)�o���þ�q�"���þ���¢�N�ª�c���·�{���£�{�f�N�ª�I�����¿�f�·�¿�¢�)�������N�ª���I�þ�ª���B�)�q�)�¢�þ�·�)�"���þ�q���¿�Ÿ�ª�Ü�N�q�B���N�q��
attacks on PAD and panic among these distressed communities and groups. 
�à�N�·�I�{�¿�·���"�{�¿���·�����·�I�)�����¿�¢�¢�)�q�·���B�{�Û�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·���+���þ���¢�N�B�I�·�.�Ü�N�q�B�����{�q�ª�)�¢�Û�þ�·�N�Û�)��� �þ�·�I�{�f�N����
�B�{�Û�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·�� �+�� �f�)�B�N�·�N�o�N�ì�)�ª�� �q�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f�N�ª�·�N���� �þ�q�"�� �A�þ�ª���N�ª�·�� �B�¢�{�¿�Ÿ�ª���� �à�N�·�I�� �·�I�)�� �o�¿�ª�I-
rooming of these groups across the country, political discourse and narrative 
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openly embrace and express hate speech and propagate negative, prejudi-
���N�þ�f�����þ�q�"���ª�·�)�¢�)�{�·�â�Ÿ�N���þ�f���N�q�A�{�¢�o�þ�·�N�{�q���þ���{�¿�·���£���'���þ�q�"���{�·�I�)�¢���B�¢�{�¿�Ÿ�ª���{�A�����{�f�{�¢�������)��
intolerant discourse is facilitated by the use of social media and a variety 
�{�A�� �N�q�·�)�¢�q�)�·�� �ª�N�·�)�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �Ÿ�{�¢�·�þ�f�ª�� �·�I�þ�·�� �A�þ�q�� �·�I�)�� �ô �f�þ�o�)�ª�� �{�A�� �I�þ�·�¢�)�"�� �þ�q�"�� �N�q�·�{�f�)�¢�þ�q���)��
�þ���¢�{�ª�ª���þ�f�f���ª�)���·�{�¢�ª���{�A���ª�{���N�)�·�â���#�•�o�{�f�{���‘�•�‘�•�$��

For Mamadou Diouf, a Senegalese journalist and cofounder of the Afryka 
���q�{�·�I�)�¢���à�þ�â���A�{�¿�q�"�þ�·�N�{�q���œ���Ü�I�{���I�þ�ª���f�N�Û�)�"���N�q���£�{�f�þ�q�"���ª�N�q���)���•�˜�—�’�����{�·�I�)�¢�N�q�B���N�ª���þ��
�Ÿ�þ�¢�·�� �{�A�� �f�N�A�)�� �A�{�¢�� ���f�þ���c�� �Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� ���{�¿�q�·�¢�â���� ���)�� �¿�ª�)�� �{�A�� �¢�þ���N�ª�·�� �·�)�¢�o�ª�� �N�ª�� ���{�o-
monplace, he says, describing how the words “bamboo” and “asphalt” are 
widely used when referring to Blacks. As a young student he recalls that he 
and others had to take an AIDS test although Polish students did not. And 
in 2015 he heard talk circulating about viruses and bacteria crossing the 
�r�)�"�N�·�)�¢�¢�þ�q�)�þ�q�� �N�q�� �·�I�)�� ���{�"�N�)�ª�� �{�A�� �¢�)�A�¿�B�)�)�ª�� �#�G�¿�·�A�¢�þ�r�ª�c�N�� �‘�•�•�˜�$���� �S�q�� �‘�•�•�•���� �'�N�{�¿�A��
published a book on Africans in the city, titled ���A�¢�N���þ���N�q���à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü�������)���N�N�ª�·�{�¢�â��
�{�A���·�I�)�����A�¢�N���þ�q���'�N�þ�ª�Ÿ�{�¢�þ���{�q���·�I�)���ß�N�ª�·�¿�f�þ���¦�N�Û�)�¢, in which he highlighted Black war 
�I�)�¢�{�����¿�B�¿�ª�·�����¢�{�Ü�q�)�<�ª���ª�·�{�¢�â���#�·�{�����)���"�N�ª���¿�ª�ª�)�"���f�þ�·�)�¢�$�����¼�{�"�þ�â�����I�)���Ÿ�¿���f�N�ª�I�)�ª���þ�����f�{�B��
about life in Poland for Africans. He says that Poland is now home and that 
you do not need the permission of locals to feel that way (ibid.).

Meanwhile, data on Black people living in Poland is for the most part 
�¿�q�þ�Û�þ�N�f�þ���f�)�������)���{�q�f�â���)�á�N�ª�·�N�q�B���N�q�A�{�¢�o�þ�·�N�{�q���N�ª�����{�f�f�)���·�)�"���þ�q�"���Ÿ�¿���f�N�ª�I�)�"�����â���·�I�)��
�{�ò�����)���{�A���A�{�¢�)�N�B�q���þ�ò�A�þ�N�¢�ª�������)���Ÿ�¢�N�o�þ�¢�â���"�{�Ü�q�ª�N�"�)���N�ª���·�I�)���A�þ���·���·�I�þ�·���"�þ�·�þ���N�ª���þ�Û�þ�N�f-
able based on country of birth, but not on acquired citizenship or naturaliza-
�·�N�{�q�������)���Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A���·�I�)�����A�¢�N���þ�q���"�N�þ�ª�Ÿ�{�¢�þ���{�¢���£���'���f�N�Û�N�q�B���N�q���£�{�f�þ�q�"���N�ª���·�I�)�¢�)-
�A�{�¢�)���·�)�q�·�þ�·�N�Û�)�����•�ò�����N�þ�f���ª�·�þ�·�N�ª�·�N���ª���þ�¢�)�����þ�ª�)�"���{�q�����A�¢�N���þ�q�ª���f�N�Û�N�q�B���N�q���£�{�f�þ�q�"�������¿�·��
they do not include persons of the second or third generation who were born 
�N�q���£�{�f�þ�q�"�����S�·���N�ª���)�ª�·�N�o�þ�·�)�"���·�I�þ�·���·�I�)�¢�)���þ�¢�)�����)�·�Ü�)�)�q���“���•�•�•���þ�q�"���”���•�•�•�����A�¢�N���þ�q�ª���N�q��
the country. Yet, the size and geographical distribution of the African dias-
�Ÿ�{�¢�þ���þ�q�"���·�I�)���Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�·�N�{�q���{�A���N�q�"�N�Û�N�"�¿�þ�f���þ�¢�)�þ�ª���þ�¢�)���þ�f�ª�{���¿�q���)�¢�·�þ�N�q�������)�����A�¢�N���þ�q��
�"�N�þ�ª�Ÿ�{�¢�þ���N�ª���ª�Ÿ�¢�)�þ�"���þ���¢�{�ª�ª���·�I�)�����{�¿�q�·�¢�â�����A�¢�{�o���ª�o�þ�f�f���Û�N�f�f�þ�B�)�ª���·�{�����N�B�����N�·�N�)�ª�������)��
�o�þ�N�q�� �þ�¢�)�þ�ª�� �{�A�� �¢�)�ª�N�"�)�q���)�� �þ�¢�)�� �·�I�)�� �o�)�·�¢�{�Ÿ�{�f�N�ª�)�ª�� �{�A�� �à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü���� �f�¢�þ�c�|�Ü���� �£�{�ì�q�þ�r����
�q�|�"�í���� �þ�q�"�� �G�"�þ�r�ª�c���� �Ü�I�)�¢�)�� �·�I�)�¢�)�� �þ�¢�)�� ���)�·�·�)�¢�� �`�{���� �{�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·�¿�q�N�·�N�)�ª�� �þ�q�"���)�þ�¢�q�N�q�B��
potential.

Unlike other countries in Europe, Poland does not have a well-structured 
�Ÿ�¿���f�N�����I�{�¿�ª�N�q�B���ª�â�ª�·�)�o�������)�¢�)�A�{�¢�)�����þ���o�þ�`�{�¢�N�·�â���{�A�����f�þ���c���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���þ�¢�)���þ���ª�{�¢���)�"���N�q��

�·�� ���6�F�À�r�#�ÿ���a�ÿ�� �5���B�£�ã�d�ÿ�� �S�r�ÿ���í�*�a�6�	�7��Anna Lindh Foundation Euromed � �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���ÿ�r�r�ÿ�g�O�r�#�J�B�|�À�r��
�#�ÿ�¸�O�|�r���|�£�C���p�*�p���*�£�«���B�À�r�#�ÿ���a�ÿ�+�ÿ�B�£�ã�d�ÿ�+�O�r�ÿ���í�*�a�!
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the private housing sector with no particular area of concentration for the 
Black community. Similarly, data on the level of education of PAD in Poland 
�"�{�)�ª���q�{�·���)�á�N�ª�·�������)�¢�)���N�ª�����I�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢�����ª�{�o�)���N�q�A�{�¢�o�þ�·�N�{�q���{�q�����A�¢�N���þ�q�ª���Ü�I�{���þ�¢�)���¢�)�B-
istered at education institutions in Poland. African embassies have statistics 
for their respective citizens who register with them, but unfortunately many 
Africans do not register at their embassies at all. Most of the students enroll 
�N�q���£�{�f�N�ª�I���f�þ�q�B�¿�þ�B�)���ª���I�{�{�f�ª���A�{�¢���{�q�)���â�)�þ�¢�����þ�ü�·�)�¢���Ü�I�N���I���·�I�)�â���`�{�N�q���£�{�f�N�ª�I���¿�q�N�Û�)�¢-
sities. Fields of study vary from journalism, law, economics, and business to 
social sciences, natural sciences, engineering, medicine, and health sciences, 
among other subjects.

Churches play a central role in the lives of PAD in Poland. Church com-
munities are among the few Black institutions in the country with robust 
�A�¢�þ�o�)�Ü�{�¢�c�ª�������)���"�N�ª�·�¢�N���¿�·�N�{�q���{�A���£���'���N�q���£�{�f�þ�q�"�����þ�ª�)�"���{�q���"�)�q�{�o�N�q�þ�·�N�{�q���N�ª���q�{�·��
�c�q�{�Ü�q�� �Ÿ�¢�)���N�ª�)�f�â���� �I�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢���� �N�q�� �o�þ�`�{�¢�� ���N�·�N�)�ª���� �)�ª�Ÿ�)���N�þ�f�f�â�� �N�q�� �à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü���� �·�I�)�� ���q�B�f�N-
���þ�q��� �I�¿�¢���I�����d�)�I�{�Û�þ�I�<�ª���à�N�·�q�)�ª�ª�)�ª�����þ�q�"���®�)�Û�)�q�·�I�.�'�þ�â�����"�Û�)�q�·�N�ª�·�ª���þ�¢�)���·�I�)���o�þ�N�q��
���I�¿�¢���I�)�ª���Ÿ�¢�{�Û�N�"�N�q�B���ª�Ÿ�N�¢�N�·�¿�þ�f�����{�q�q�)���·�N�{�q���·�{�����A�¢�N���þ�q�ª�������)�¢�)���þ�¢�)���þ�f�ª�{���þ���q�¿�o���)�¢��
of churches led by Africans, such as the Redeemed Christian Church of God 
�þ�q�"���S�o�þ�B�{���'�)�N���r�N�q�N�ª�·�¢�N�)�ª�����þ�o�{�q�B���{�·�I�)�¢�ª�������)�ª�)�����I�¿�¢���I�)�ª���þ�¢�)���q�{�·���{�q�f�â���þ���Ÿ�f�þ���)��
of worship; they also engage in social and cultural activities that connect 
them with the local community. In addition to their religious functions, reli-
gious leaders provide social, psychological, and moral support in the every-
day lives of their members.

Honoring Two Africans for the Warsaw Uprising

Black Poles had not been considered prominent heroes of national history 
until summer 2020, when Polish and international media picked up and cov-
ered the stories of Józef Sam Sandi and August Agboola “Ali” Browne, two 
���A�¢�N���þ�q�ª���Ü�I�{���Ÿ�f�þ�â�)�"���ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q�·���¢�{�f�)�ª���N�q���·�I�)���à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü���Ã�Ÿ�¢�N�ª�N�q�B�����h�)�ª�·���Ü�)���A�{�¢�B�)�·����
the two memorials honoring these men are not just commemorative sites of 
their involvement, but also symbols that encourage the Black community to 
�A�)�)�f���þ���ª�)�q�ª�)���{�A���q�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f���Ÿ�¢�N�"�)���þ�q�"�����·�I�¿�ª�����·�I�þ�·���·�I�)�â�����{�q�·�¢�N���¿�·�)���ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q�·�f�â���·�{��
Black Polish identity.

���)�����¢�ª�·�����þ���•���‘���o�)�·�)�¢�.�I�N�B�I���o�{�q�¿�o�)�q�·�����N�ª���·�I�)�����¢�þ�N�q���I�N�f�"���{�A���d�þ�¢�)�o�þ���'�¿���N�)�f����
the director of the Freedom and Peace Movement Foundation. It was unveiled 
���â���·�I�)���à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü���o�þ�â�{�¢���¦�þ�A�þ�n���¼�¢�ì�þ�ª�c�{�Ü�ª�c�N���N�q�����¿�B�¿�ª�·���‘�•�•� �̃����þ�q�"�����{�o�o�)�o�{�¢�þ�·�)�ª��
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���¿�B�¿�ª�·�����B���{�{�f�þ�����¢�{�Ü�q�)���#�•�—�˜�”�+�•�˜�–�•�$�������·���·�I�)���·�N�o�)�����'�¿���N�)�f���ª�þ�N�"���·�I�)���I�{�q�{�¢���Ü�þ�ª��
a reminder that Poland has a tradition of granting citizenship and national 
rights to anyone willing to shed their blood for the country.�•�����)���·�¢�N���¿�·�)���·�{���·�I�)��
legendary Black insurgent stands at the intersection of Chmielna and Zlota 
streets in the Polish capital, where the Nigerian-born jazz musician settled 
�Ü�N�·�I���I�N�ª���A�þ�o�N�f�â�����)�A�{�¢�)�����)���{�o�N�q�B���þ���ª�{�f�"�N�)�¢���N�q���•�˜�“�“�����S�·�ª���ª�f�{�Ÿ�N�q�B���·�{�Ÿ�����)�þ�¢�ª���·�I�)��
�N�q�ª���¢�N�Ÿ�·�N�{�q���N�q�����{�·�I���£�{�f�N�ª�I���þ�q�"���/�q�B�f�N�ª�I��

�S�r���J�|�r�|�£���|�B�����À�C�À�«�¸�O�r�*�����C���|�|�g�ÿ�����£�|�Ý�r�*�����t�|�p���#�*���C�À�*�£�£�*�	�����g�O�	���ÿ���a�ÿ�í�í���p�À�«�O���O�ÿ�r��
�ÿ�r�#�� � �ÿ�£�¸�O���O� �ÿ�r�¸�� �O�r�� �¸�J�*�� �à�ÿ�£�«�ÿ�Ý�� �Ã� �£�O�«�O�r�C�� �|�B�� ���B�£�O���ÿ�r�� �|�£�O�C�O�r���� �£�|�g�ÿ�r�#�� �Ý�ÿ�«�� �¸�J�*��
���|�À�r�¸�£�ã���J�*�����J�|�«�*���¸�|���g�O�Ü�*���O�r��

���¢�{�Ü�q�)�� �þ�¢�¢�N�Û�)�"�� �N�q�� �à�þ�¢-
�ª�þ�Ü�� �N�q�� �•�˜�‘�‘���� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �þ�� �ª�·�þ�â��
in London and the free 
city of Danzig, where he 
had played drums in local 
clubs. Although his mar-
riage failed, Browne had 
arranged for his two sons 
and their mother to seek 
refuge in England at the 
outbreak of the war while 
he remained in Poland to 
���B�I�·�� �A�{�¢�� �·�I�)�� �¢�)�ª�N�ª�·�þ�q���)����
His second daughter from 
his second marriage, his 
only surviving child in 
���¢�N�·�þ�N�q���� �Ü�þ�ª�� ���{�¢�q�� �N�q�� �•�˜�”�˜��
and brought up in London, 
�Ü�I�)�¢�)�����¢�{�Ü�q�)���"�N�)�"���N�q���•�˜�–�•��

when she was just 17 (Bos-
ton 2020). However, it took 

�¿�q�·�N�f�����¿�B�¿�ª�·���‘�����‘�•�•�˜���A�{�¢���à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü�����N�·�â�����{�¿�q���N�f���·�{�����{�o�o�)�o�{�¢�þ�·�)���·�I�)���q�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f��

�¸�� ���6�à�ÿ�£�«�ÿ�Ý�� �¦�O�«�O�r�C�� ���g�ÿ���d�� �O�r�«�À�£�C�*�r�¸�� ���|�p�p�*�p�|�£�ÿ�¸�*�#�	�7�� ���À�C�À�«�¸�� �•�	���Ž�Œ�•�•�� � �J�¸�¸� �«������� �|�g�ÿ�r�#�O�r��
���|�p���•�•�“�”�•�•�Ž�Ž���Ý�ÿ�£�«�ÿ�Ý�+�£�O�«�O�r�C�+���g�ÿ���d�+�O�r�«�À�£�C�*�r�¸�+���|�p�p�*�p�|�£�ÿ�¸�*�#�!

�F�O�C�À�£�*���”���•��������� �g�ÿ�¢�À�*���¸�|�����À�C�À�«�¸�����C���|�|�g�ÿ�����£�|�Ý�r�*���O�r��
�à�ÿ�£�«�ÿ�Ý�����£�J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J�����ÿ�B�£�ã�d�ÿ���|�£�C
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�I�)�¢�{�����þ�ª�����¢�{�Ü�q�)�<�ª���ª�·�{�¢�â���f�N�)�ª���{�q�f�â���N�q���·�I�)���o�þ�¢�B�N�q�ª���{�A���·�I�)���•�˜�“�“���à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü���Ã�Ÿ�¢�N�ª�N�q�B�<�ª��
mainstream narrative.

���)���t�N�B�)�¢�N�þ�q���N�o�o�N�B�¢�þ�q�·�����)���þ�o�)���Ÿ�þ�¢�·���{�A���·�I�)���I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â���{�A���à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü���q�{�·���{�q�f�â���þ�ª��
�þ���·�þ�f�)�q�·�)�"���o�¿�ª�N���N�þ�q�������¿�·���þ�f�ª�{���þ�ª���þ���Ÿ�þ�¢�·�N���N�Ÿ�þ�q�·���{�A���·�I�)���à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü���Ã�Ÿ�¢�N�ª�N�q�B���+���·�I�)��
�f�þ�¢�B�)�ª�·���¿�q�"�)�¢�B�¢�{�¿�q�"���o�N�f�N�·�þ�¢�â���{�Ÿ�)�¢�þ�·�N�{�q���N�q���G�)�¢�o�þ�q�.�{�����¿�Ÿ�N�)�"���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�����à�I�)�q��
�N�N�·�f�)�¢���þ�·�·�þ���c�)�"���à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü���N�q���·�I�)���ª�{�.���þ�f�f�)�"�����f�N�·�ì�c�¢�N�)�B�������¢�{�Ü�q�)���Ü�þ�ª���¢�)�þ�"�â���·�{�����B�I�·��
�A�{�¢���I�N�ª���I�{�ª�·�����{�¿�q�·�¢�â�����à�I�)�q���G�)�¢�o�þ�q�â���N�q�Û�þ�"�)�"���£�{�f�þ�q�"���N�q���•�˜�’� �̃����I�)���Ÿ�þ�¢�·�N���N�Ÿ�þ�·�)�"��
�N�q���·�I�)���¢�)�ª�N�ª�·�þ�q���)���þ�q�"�����Û�)���â�)�þ�¢�ª���f�þ�·�)�¢���I�)���þ�f�ª�{���A�{�¿�B�I�·���"�¿�¢�N�q�B���·�I�)���Ã�Ÿ�¢�N�ª�N�q�B�����S�q��
exile in London, he enlisted as a member of the “Iwo” Battalion of the Armia 
�f�¢�þ�`�{�Ü�þ���#�N�{�o�)�����¢�o�â�$�����·�I�)���f�þ�¢�B�)�ª�·���¢�)�ª�N�ª�·�þ�q���)���þ�¢�o�â���þ�·���·�I�þ�·���·�N�o�)�����N�)���ª�)�¢�Û�)�"���N�q��
�·�I�)�� �I�{�o�)�� �þ�¢�o�â���Ÿ�¢�N�o�þ�¢�N�f�â�����â���¢�)�f�þ�â�N�q�B���N�q�·�)�f�f�N�B�)�q���)���� ���)�� �Ã�Ÿ�¢�N�ª�N�q�B���¢�)�ª�¿�f�·�)�"�� �N�q��
over 300,000 casualties, 
mostly civilians. Browne 
survived the war and in 
�·�I�)�� �f�þ�·�)�� �•�˜�“�•�ª�� �)�o���þ�¢�c�)�"��
on playing music again.

As Dr. Zbigniew 
�•�ª�N�r�ª�c�N���� �þ�q�� �þ�¢���I�N�Û�N�ª�·��
�þ�·�� �·�I�)�� �à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü�� �¦�N�ª-
ing Museum describes, 
Browne was a charis-
matic individual who 
assimilated very well 
�N�q�� �ª�{���N�)�·�â�� �#�f�þ�¢�ª�c�N�� �‘�•�•�”�$����
Recently, his story has 
gained popularity. And 
while he is not featured 
among prominent Polish 
heroes, his recognition 
with a plaque and por-
trait at the museum has 
made him part of national history. Browne’s story is a great inspiration and 
resonates with the realities of many Black people in the country today.

�S�q���·�I�)���Ü�)�ª�·�)�¢�q���Ÿ�þ�¢�·���{�A���£�{�f�þ�q�"�����N�q���·�I�)���"�¿���I�â���{�A���à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü�����þ���ª�)���{�q�"���Ÿ�f�þ�¡�¿�)��
– this time to a Cameroonian insurgent – also reminds us of Black Polish 
�I�N�ª�·�{�¢�â�����S�·�����{�o�o�)�o�{�¢�þ�·�)�ª���d�|�ì�)�A���®�þ�o���®�þ�q�"�N���þ�q�"���¢�)�þ�"�ª����

�F�O�C�À�£�*���”���Ž��������� �g�ÿ�¢�À�*���J�|�r�|�£�O�r�C���à�|�£�g�#���à�ÿ�£���•�r�*���J�*�£�|���d�}�í�*�B��
�®�ÿ�p���®�ÿ�r�#�O�����£�J�|�¸�|�C�£�ÿ� �J�����d�ÿ�p�*�«���•�p�|�g�|
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���B�£�O���ÿ�r�	�� ���O�¸�O�í�*�r�� �|�B�� �¸�J�*�� �¦�*� �À���g�O���� �|�B�� �£�|�g�ÿ�r�#���� ���� �«�|�g�#�O�*�£�� �|�B�� �¸�J�*�� �B�|�£�p�O�r�C�� �£�|�g�O�«�J��
���£�p�ã���ÿ�C�J�¸�O�r�C���B�|�£���¸�J�*�����£�*�ÿ�¸�O�|�r���|�B���£�|�g�O�«�J�����|�£�#�*�£�«�����������|�â�*�£�	���Ý�£�*�«�¸�g�*�£�	���8�S�£�|�r���r�ÿ�r�9��
�ÿ�r�#���ÿ���g�|�Ü�O�r�C���B�ÿ�¸�J�*�£���›

�®�þ�q�"�N�� ���þ�o�)�� �·�{�� �£�{�f�þ�q�"�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �·�I�)�� �F�¢�)�q���I�� �þ�¢�o�â�� �"�¿�¢�N�q�B�� �à�{�¢�f�"�� �à�þ�¢�� �•�q�)���� ���ª���þ��
German prisoner of war, he landed in one of the camps in Greater Poland, 
�A�¢�{�o�� �Ü�I�)�¢�)�� �I�)�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �A�¢�)�)�"�� ���â�� �·�I�)�� �£�{�f�)�ª���� �G�¢�þ�·�)�A�¿�f�� �·�{�� �·�I�)�o���� �®�þ�q�"�N���{�ò�A�)�¢�)�"�� �I�N�ª��
�I�)�f�Ÿ���N�q���·�I�)�����B�I�·���þ�B�þ�N�q�ª�·���·�I�)�����{�o�o�{�q���)�q�)�o�â�������ª���þ���¢�)�ª�¿�f�·�����·�I�)��� �þ�o�)�¢�{�{�q�N�þ�q��
�Ü�þ�ª���B�N�Û�)�q���þ���£�{�f�N�ª�I���¿�q�N�A�{�¢�o���þ�q�"���þ�ª�ª�N�B�q�)�"���·�{���{�q�)���{�A���·�I�)���¿�q�N�·�ª���·�I�þ�·���Ü�)�¢�)���·�{�����B�I�·��
the Germans. Since Sandi showed a willingness and had a skill that was not 
very common at the time – namely, being able to drive a car – he joined the 
insurgent ranks as a driver (Zaradniak 2018).

From then on, Sandi took an active part in the Greater Poland uprising 
�·�I�þ�·�����¢�{�c�)���{�¿�·���N�q���£�{�ì�q�þ�r���{�q���'�)���)�o���)�¢���‘�–�����•�˜�•�—�������)���f�¿�¢�N�)�¢���£�{�ì�q�þ�r�ª�c�N newspa-
per later described him as an exemplary soldier and patriot who was liked by 
�I�N�ª�����{�f�f�)�þ�B�¿�)�ª�����à�I�)�q���·�I�)���Ü�þ�¢���Ü�þ�ª���{�Û�)�¢�����®�þ�q�"�N���f�)�ü�·���·�I�)���o�N�f�N�·�þ�¢�â���þ�q�"���ª�·�þ�¢�·�)�"���þ��
���N�Û�N�f�N�þ�q���f�N�A�)�����·�¢�â�N�q�B���·�{�����q�"���I�þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�N�q�)�ª�ª���N�q���à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü�����N�)���Ÿ�¢�{�Û�N�"�)�"���/�q�B�f�N�ª�I���·�¿�·�{�¢-
ing to ladies in high society and drove taxis, but neither job brought in the 
expected earnings – perhaps a Black teacher and taxi driver might have been 
too unusual at the time. In search of another source of income, Sandi started 
���{�á�N�q�B�� �þ�q�"���� �þ�ü�·�)�¢�� �B�þ�N�q�N�q�B�� �)�q�{�¿�B�I�� �Ü�)�N�B�I�·���� �)�Û�)�q�·�¿�þ�f�f�â�� �Ÿ�N���c�)�"�� �¿�Ÿ�� �Ü�¢�)�ª�·�f�N�q�B����
�S�q�� �•�˜�‘� �̃��� �·�I�)�� �®�·�þ�q�N�)�Ü�ª�c�N�� ���¢�{�·�I�)�¢�ª�� ���{�¿�B�I�·�� �þ�� ���N�¢���¿�ª�� �{�q�� �•�¢�"�â�q�þ���c�þ�� �®�·�¢�)�)�·�� �þ�q�"��
�)�á�Ÿ�þ�q�"�)�"�� �·�I�)�N�¢�� �¢�)�Ÿ�)�¢�·�{�N�¢�)�� �·�{�� �N�q���f�¿�"�)�� �Ü�¢�)�ª�·�f�N�q�B�� ���B�I�·�ª���� �Ü�I�N���I�� �Ü�)�¢�)���ª�{�{�q�� �·�{��
become popular. It is there where Sandi found a steady income, as the audi-
�)�q���)�����)���þ�o�)���o�{�¢�)���þ�·�·�¢�þ���·�)�"���·�{���þ�q�"�����¿�¢�N�{�¿�ª���þ���{�¿�·���I�N�ª���¢�þ���)�������¿�ª�����I�N�ª�����B�I�·�ª��
started to gather larger crowds over time.

���ü�·�)�¢�� �·�I�)�� �£�{�f�N�ª�I�+���{�f�ª�I�)�Û�N�c�� �Ü�þ�¢�ª���� �þ�·�� �þ�� �·�N�o�)�� �Ü�I�)�q�� �N�q�·�)�¢�¢�þ���N�þ�f�� �o�þ�¢�¢�N�þ�B�)�ª��
were unheard of, Sandi married his former language student, the 18-year-
�{�f�"���h�¿���N�þ���à�{�ì�q�N�þ�c�������N�ª���f�)�"���·�{���h�¿���N�þ�<�ª���A�þ�o�N�f�â���"�N�ª�N�q�I�)�¢�N�·�N�q�B���I�)�¢�����þ�ª���·�I�)�â�����{�¿�f�"��
not accept their daughter marrying a Black man, despite the fact that Sandi 
�Ü�þ�ª�����þ�Ÿ�·�N�ì�)�"�����I�þ�"���þ�"�{�Ÿ�·�)�"���·�I�)���£�{�f�N�ª�I���q�þ�o�)���d�|�ì�)�A���þ�ª���I�N�ª�����¢�ª�·���q�þ�o�)�����þ�q�"���Ü�þ�ª��
�ô �f�¿�)�q�·���N�q���£�{�f�N�ª�I�����/�q�B�f�N�ª�I�����þ�q�"���F�¢�)�q���I�����N�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢�����·�I�)�N�¢���f�{�Û�)�����f�{�{�o�)�"�����þ�q�"���·�I�)�N�¢��
�·�Ü�{�� �"�þ�¿�B�I�·�)�¢�ª�� �Ü�)�¢�)�� ���{�¢�q�� �+�� ���¢�ª�·�� �G�þ���¢�â�ª�N�þ�� �þ�q�"�� �·�I�)�q���� �A�{�¿�¢�� �â�)�þ�¢�ª�� �f�þ�·�)�¢���� �f�¢�â�ª-

�¹�� ���6�®�ÿ�p�� �®�ÿ�r�#�O�� � �•�”�”�‘�+�•�•�•�“�!�7�� � �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý�����g�ÿ���d� �ÿ�«�¸���|�£�C���C�g�|���ÿ�g�+�ÿ�B�£�O���ÿ�r�+�J�O�«�¸�|�£�ã��� �*�|� �g�*�+�C�g�|����
�ÿ�g�+�ÿ�B�£�O���ÿ�r�+�J�O�«�¸�|�£�ã���«�ÿ�p�+�«�ÿ�r�#�O�+�•�”�”�‘�+�•�•�•�“���!
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tyna. It was only when Sandi’s income increased that Lucia’s family eventu-
�þ�f�f�â���þ�����)�Ÿ�·�)�"���I�N�o���#�t�)�â���þ�¿�¢���‘�•�•�˜�$��

���ü�·�)�¢���o�{�Û�N�q�B���·�{���G�q�N�)�Ü�c�{�Ü�{���þ�q�"���)�q�"�N�q�B���I�N�ª���)�o�Ÿ�f�{�â�o�)�q�·���Ü�N�·�I���·�I�)�����N�¢���¿�ª����
�®�þ�q�"�N���A�{�¿�q�"���þ���`�{�����N�q���{�q�)���{�A���·�I�)���¢�)�ª�·�þ�¿�¢�þ�q�·�ª���N�q���£�{�ì�q�þ�r���N�q���·�I�)���o�N�"�.�•�˜�’�•�ª�����N�)��
�Ü�þ�ª���{�ò�����N�þ�f�f�â���)�o�Ÿ�f�{�â�)�"���þ�ª���þ�����f�{�þ�c�¢�{�{�o���þ�·�·�)�q�"�þ�q�·�������¿�·���N�·���N�ª���I�N�B�I�f�â���Ÿ�¢�{���þ���f�)��
that he also acted as a bouncer to ease any disputes between the guests.�Ÿ In 
�•�˜�’�”���� �I�N�ª�� �{�f�"�)�¢�� �"�þ�¿�B�I�·�)�¢���� �G�þ���¢�â�ª�N�þ���� �A�)�f�f�� �ª�)�¢�N�{�¿�ª�f�â�� �N�f�f�� �þ�q�"�� �"�N�)�"���� �®�þ�q�"�N�� �q�)�Û�)�¢��
came to terms with her death. Depressed, he also began to have health prob-
�f�)�o�ª�����þ�q�"���I�)���"�N�)�"���¿�q�)�á�Ÿ�)���·�)�"�f�â���{�q�����Ÿ�¢�N�f���‘� �̃����•�˜�’�–�����Ü�I�N�f�)���{�¿�·���{�q���·�I�)���ª�·�¢�)�)�·���N�q��
�£�{�ì�q�þ�r�������)�����þ�¿�ª�)���{�A���"�)�þ�·�I�������)�¢�)���¢�þ�f���I�)�o�{�¢�¢�I�þ�B�)�����Ü�þ�ª���o�{�ª�·���f�N�c�)�f�â���f�N�q�c�)�"���·�{��
�I�N�ª���Ÿ�þ�ª�·���{�A���Ü�¢�)�ª�·�f�N�q�B���þ�q�"�����{�á�N�q�B�����¼�{�"�þ�â�����·�I�)���"�)�ª���)�q�"�þ�q�·�ª���{�A���·�I�)�����f�þ���c���£�{�f�N�ª�I��
�Ü�¢�)�ª�·�f�)�¢���f�N�Û�)���N�q�����N�·�N�)�ª���N�q���£�{�f�þ�q�"���þ�q�"���G�)�¢�o�þ�q�â���#�t�)�â���þ�¿�¢���‘�•�•�˜�$��

�d�|�ì�)�A���®�þ�o���®�þ�q�"�N�<�ª���A�¿�q�)�¢�þ�f���·�{�{�c���Ÿ�f�þ���)���{�q���r�þ�â���•�����•�˜�’�–�����N�)���Ü�þ�ª�����¿�¢�N�)�"���N�q���·�I�)��
�G�|�¢���ì�â�r�ª�c�N�����)�o�)�·�)�¢�â�����Ã�q�A�{�¢�·�¿�q�þ�·�)�f�â�����I�N�ª���B�¢�þ�Û�)���Ü�þ�ª���f�{�ª�·���{�Û�)�¢���·�N�o�)�����N�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢����
�N�q���Ÿ�þ�N�q�·�)�¢���h�)�{�q���£�¢�þ�¿�ì�N�r�ª�c�N�<�ª���)�q�B�¢�þ�Û�N�q�B�������)��� �{�f�{�q�N�þ�f�����¢�o�â, three insurgents 
�Ü�)�¢�)�� �"�)�Ÿ�N���·�)�"���� �·�I�)�� � �I�N�q�)�ª�)�� �ð�"�ì�N�ª�n�þ�Ü�� � �I�)�q�� �'�)�A�¿���� �·�I�)�� �G�)�¢�o�þ�q�� �£�þ�¿�f�� �f�¢�)�q�ì����
�þ�q�"�� �·�I�)�� ���f�þ���c�� �£�{�f�)�� �®�þ�o�� �®�þ�q�"�N���� ���)�� �·�I�¢�)�)�� �N�q�ª�¿�¢�B�)�q�·�ª�� �þ�¢�{�¿�ª�)�"�� �·�I�)�� �N�q�·�)�¢�)�ª�·��
�{�A���¢�þ�"�N�{���þ�q�"���¼�ß���`�{�¿�¢�q�þ�f�N�ª�·�ª���r�þ�n�B�{�¢�ì�þ�·�þ���d�þ�r���ì�þ�c���þ�q�"�����f�)�c�ª�þ�q�"�)�¢���£�¢�ì�â���â�f�ª�c�N����
who started looking for them one by one. Chen Defu was quickly and eas-
ily found, because his Polish path had already been documented. However, 
�Ü�N�·�I�� �®�þ�o�� �®�þ�q�"�N�� �N�·�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �o�{�¢�)�� ���{�o�Ÿ�f�N���þ�·�)�"���� ���)�� ���¢�ª�·�� �f�)�þ�"�ª�� �Ü�)�¢�)�� �·�I�¢�{�¿�B�I���þ�q��
open letter on the internet written by Sandi’s great-granddaughter saying 
that she would be very happy to get information about him. A search of the 
archives began and Sandi’s story slowly unfolded.

���ü�·�)�¢�� �B�)�·�·�N�q�B���þ�Ÿ�Ÿ�¢�{�Û�þ�f���� �·�I�)�� �`�{�¿�¢�q�þ�f�N�ª�·�ª�� �ª�·�þ�¢�·�)�"�� �A�¿�q�"�¢�þ�N�ª�N�q�B���A�{�¢�� �þ�� �Ÿ�f�þ�¡�¿�)��
and managed to raise enough money with the support of the city council. 
�•�q���®�þ�·�¿�¢�"�þ�â�����'�)���)�o���)�¢���‘�‘�����‘�•�•�—�����þ���Ÿ�f�þ�¡�¿�)���N�q���I�{�q�{�¢���{�A���d�|�ì�)�A���®�þ�o���®�þ�q�"�N�����·�I�)��
���f�þ���c���G�¢�)�þ�·�)�¢���£�{�f�þ�q�"���N�q�ª�¿�¢�B�)�q�·�����Ü�þ�ª���¿�q�Û�)�N�f�)�"���þ�·���·�I�)���G�|�¢���ì�â�r�ª�c�N�����)�o�)�·�)�¢�â���N�q��
�£�{�ì�q�þ�r�����à�N�·�I���·�I�)���ª�¿�Ÿ�Ÿ�{�¢�·���{�A���F�N�f�N�Ÿ���®�¿�«���A�¢�{�o���·�I�)���®�{���N�)�·�â���{�A���N�N�Ÿ�{�f�N�·��� �)�B�N�)�f�ª�c�N���  
�d�þ�r���ì�þ�c���þ�q�"���£�¢�ì�â���â�f�ª�c�N���þ�f�ª�{���I�{�Ÿ�)���·�{���N�q�ª�·�þ�f�f���þ�����)�q���I���þ�·���£�{�Ü�ª�·�þ�r���|�Ü���à�N�)�f�c�{-

�º�� ���6�ð�*�g�ÿ�í�r�ã�� ���í�g�|�Ý�O�*�d�� �#�ÿ�r�#�ã�«�� �O�� �#�O�ÿ���*�g�� �£�|�C�ÿ�¸�ã���7�� �®�ÿ�p�� �®�ÿ�r�#�O�� � �|�d�|���J�ÿ�g�� �£�|�g�«�d�*�� �O�� �£�|�g�d�*�7�� � �J�¸�¸� �«������
�¸�Ü�r�Ž�•��� �g���p�ÿ�C�ÿ�í�ã�r�+�¸�Ü�r�Ž�•���í�*�g�ÿ�í�r�ã�+���í�g�|�Ý�O�*�d�+�#�ÿ�r�#�ã�«�+�O�+�#�O�ÿ���*�g�+�£�|�C�ÿ�¸�ã�+�«�ÿ�p�+�«�ÿ�r�#�O�+� �|�d�|���J���ÿ�g�+
� �|�g�«�d�*�+�O�+� �|�g�d�*�	�•�‘�•�	�Ž�’�‘�’�!

�»�� ���¼�J�*���N�O� �|�g�O�¸��� �*�C�O�*�g�«�d�O���®�|���O�*�¸�ã���C�£�ÿ�r�¸�«���ÿ�Ý�ÿ�£�#�«���ÿ�r�#���g�ÿ�ã�«���ÿ���B�|�À�r�#�ÿ�¸�O�|�r���B�|�£���¸�J�*���¢�À�ÿ�g�O�¸�ã���|�B���£�|�g�O�«�J��
���À�g�¸�À�£�ÿ�g�	�� �*���|�r�|�p�O���	�� �ÿ�r�#�� �«�|���O�ÿ�g�� �g�O�B�*���� � �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�Ý�Ý���¸�J�����|�£�C��� �g���£�h�+�N�“�•���J�O� �|�g�O�¸�+���*�C�O�*�g�«�d�O�+�«�|���O��
�*�¸�ã�+�+�+�O�¸�«�+���|�r���*� �¸�+�ÿ�r�#�+�|���a�*���¸�O�Ü�*���J�¸�p�g�!
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�Ÿ�{�f�ª�c�N���I���®�·�¢�)�)�·���{�q���)�����N�·�â���I�þ�f�f���þ�����)�Ÿ�·�ª���N�·�ª���"�)�ª�N�B�q�����â���¦�þ�A�þ�n���N�{�"�â�¢�þ���#�ð�þ�¢�þ�"�q�N�þ�c��
2018).

Organizing Blackness: Where Africans and Poles Meet

PAD have founded and been active in organizations in Poland for decades. 
���)�N�¢���þ�N�o���N�ª���·�{���ª�)���¿�¢�)���þ�ª�ª�N�ª�·�þ�q���)���N�q���ª�{���N�{�)���{�q�{�o�N�����þ�¢�)�þ�ª���þ�q�"���Ÿ�¢�)�ª�)�¢�Û�)���·�I�)�N�¢��
cultural identity in the context of discrimination and marginalization. 
���)�â�� �A�þ���)�� �ª�N�B�q�N�����þ�q�·�� �A�{�¢�o�ª�� �{�A�� �¢�þ���N�ª�o���� �A�¢�{�o�� �{�Û�)�¢�·�� �o�N���¢�{�.�þ�B�B�¢�)�ª�ª�N�{�q�ª�� �·�{��
more insidious examples such as hate crimes and institutional racism. And 
although racism and discrimination lie squarely within the context of race 
and phenotypical categorization, especially in derogatory words such as 
those mentioned above and monkey chants prevalent in everyday life, the 
social concept of race is hardly present in Poland. Recently, a famous priest, 
�¼�þ�"�)�¿�ª�ì���¦�â�"�ì�â�c�����o�þ�"�)���þ���Ÿ�¿���f�N�����¢�)�o�þ�¢�c���{�q���q�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f���·�)�f�)�Û�N�ª�N�{�q���þ�ª�c�N�q�B���£�{�f�)�ª��
not to marry people from other cultures, especially Africans, because they 
have to preserve the “white race,” referring to a biological categorization.�¡

Living in Poland, it becomes obvious that Polish people have little contact 
with Africans, considering that Africans constitute about 0.001 percent of 
�·�I�)�� �)�q�·�N�¢�)�� �Ÿ�{�Ÿ�¿�f�þ�·�N�{�q���� ���)�¢�)�A�{�¢�)���� �f�N�·�·�f�)�� �Ü�þ�ª�� �c�q�{�Ü�q���þ���{�¿�·�� ���A�¢�N���þ�� �N�q���·�I�)�� �Ÿ�þ�ª�·����
or about what constituted the stereotypes surrounding the continent and its 
�Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���� ���N�ª�� �B�þ�Û�)�� �¢�N�ª�)�� �·�{�� �·�I�)�� �)�ª�·�þ���f�N�ª�I�o�)�q�·�� �{�A�� �t�G�•�ª�� �·�{�� �·�þ���c�f�)�� �·�I�)�ª�)�� �N�ª�ª�¿�)�ª����
including the Afryka Connect Foundation, established in 2012. Its initial 
goals were to serve as a platform where Africans and Poles can interact and 
get to know each other and gain knowledge of Africa. It also strives to pro-
vide the African community with engaging activities that can integrate them 
�N�q���ª�{���N�)�·�â�������)�����¿�f�·�¿�¢�þ�f�����)���{�q�{�o�N�������þ�q�"���)�"�¿���þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f���B�þ�Ÿ�ª�����)�·�Ü�)�)�q���£�{�f�þ�q�"���þ�q�"��
Africa are bridged, through seminars, workshops, consultancy, and educa-
tional exchange programs. And although the foundation is based in the cap-
ital, these activities are held across the country. In 2016, it planned to build 
�þ�q�����A�¢�N���þ�q��� �)�q�·�)�¢���N�q���à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü�����þ�ª���þ���Û�N�·�þ�f���ª�Ÿ�þ���)���A�{�¢���·�I�)���Ü�)�f�f���)�N�q�B���{�A���·�I�)�����f�þ���c��
community in Poland, a space for participating in social activities such as 

�¼�� ���6�•�����¦�ã�#�í�ã�d���|�#�£�ÿ�#�í�ÿ���«�o�À���J�ÿ���í�|�p���í�ÿ�Ý�O�*�£�ÿ�r�O�ÿ���5�p�ÿ�o�ð�*�s�«�¸�Ý���p�O�*�«�í�ÿ�r�ã���J�6���6�¼�|���«�����#�£�ÿ�p�ÿ�¸�ã�6�7���'�*�+
���*�p���*�£�� �•�•�	�� �Ž�Œ�•�”�� � �J�¸�¸� �«�������Ý�O�ÿ�#�|�p�|�«���O���C�ÿ�í�*�¸�ÿ��� �g���Ý�O�ÿ�#�|�p�|�«���O���“�	�•�•�•�”�”�•�	�Ž�•�Ž�’�’�”�•�Œ�	�|�+�£�ã�#�í�ã�d�+
�|�#�£�ÿ�#�í�ÿ�+�«�g�À���J�ÿ���í�|�p�+�í�ÿ�Ý�O�*�£�ÿ�r�O�ÿ�+�p�ÿ�g�í�*�r�«�¸�Ý�+�p�O�*�«�í�ÿ�r�ã���J�+�¸�|���J�¸�p�g�!
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�þ�ü�·�)�¢�.�ª���I�{�{�f���Ÿ�¢�{�B�¢�þ�o�ª�����N�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢�����N�·���A�þ�N�f�)�"���"�¿�)���·�{���þ���f�þ���c���{�A���A�¿�q�"�ª�����þ�q�"���ª�{���·�I�)�¢�)��
are still no focal points for Black people to gather, other than a few African 
restaurants and churches that act as meeting places.

Later, the foundation started prioritizing human rights issues on the 
premise that integration is only viable when the environment is conducive. 
���)�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�� �I�þ�ª�� ���)�)�q�� �þ�·�� �·�I�)�� �A�{�¢�)�A�¢�{�q�·�� �N�q�� �þ�"�Û�{���þ�·�N�q�B�� �{�q�� ���)�I�þ�f�A�� �{�A�� �£���'��
on social and human rights issues both in Poland and at the international 
�f�)�Û�)�f���� ���)�� �{���`�)���·�N�Û�)�� �{�A�� ���A�¢�â�c�þ�� � �{�q�q�)���·�� �F�{�¿�q�"�þ�·�N�{�q�� �N�ª�� �ª�{���N�þ�f�� ���I�þ�q�B�)�� �f�)�þ�"�N�q�B��
to a concentration on activities related to sustainable development and inte-
gration. Empowerment and capacity building have been cornerstones of its 
activities, especially those focused on racial discrimination and hate crime. 
���)���o�{�ª�·���)�ò�A�)���·�N�Û�)���Ü�þ�â���·�{���o�þ�c�)���Ÿ�)�{�Ÿ�f�)���o�{�¢�)���þ�Ü�þ�¢�)���{�A���ª�{���N�{�)���{�q�{�o�N�����N�ª�ª�¿�)�ª���N�ª��
to involve them directly and to encourage them to work together.

At the time of writing, Poland is experiencing the highest rate of intoler-
ance in the country’s history. Even though far-right groups exhibit the worst 
�A�{�¢�o�ª���{�A���I�þ�·�¢�)�"�����·�I�)���Ÿ�¢�{���f�)�o���N�ª���o�{�¢�)���"�)�)�Ÿ�f�â���¢�{�{�·�)�"�������)�����¿�¢�¢�)�q�·���þ�"�o�N�q�N�ª�·�¢�þ-
tion of the Law and Justice party is aggravating the situation. In early 2015, 
�·�I�)���B�{�Û�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·���"�N�ª���þ�q�"�)�"���þ�q���{�ò�����N�þ�f�����{�"�â���A�{�¢�����{�o���þ�·�N�q�B���¢�þ���N�ª�o�����·�I�)��� �{�¿�q-
���N�f�� ���B�þ�N�q�ª�·�� �¦�þ���N�þ�f�� �'�N�ª���¢�N�o�N�q�þ�·�N�{�q�� �þ�q�"�� �å�)�q�{�Ÿ�I�{���N�þ���� ���)�� � �{�¿�q���N�f�� �I�þ�"�� ���)�)�q��
established in 2013 by the former prime minister and former president of 
�·�I�)���/�¿�¢�{�Ÿ�)�þ�q��� �{�¿�q���N�f���'�{�q�þ�f�"���¼�¿�ª�c�������N�ª���Ü�{�¢�c���N�ª���q�{�Ü���þ�ª�ª�N�B�q�)�"���·�{���·�I�)���þ�"�Û�N�ª�)�¢��
on civil society and equal treatment, who holds the mandate to monitor the 
�Ü�{�¢�c�� �{�A�� ���N�Û�N�f�� �ª�{���N�)�·�â�� �þ�q�"�� �t�G�•�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �þ�f�ª�{�� �·�{�� �þ�"�Û�N�ª�)�� �·�I�)�� �B�{�Û�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·���{�q�� �Ÿ�þ�¢-
�·�N���¿�f�þ�¢�� �þ�¢�)�þ�ª�� �{�A�� �N�q�·�)�¢�)�ª�·�� �Ü�I�)�¢�)�� �A�¿�q�"�N�q�B�� �ª�I�{�¿�f�"�� ���)�� ���I�þ�q�q�)�f�)�"���� ���N�ª���N�o�Ÿ�f�N�)�ª��
that organizations whose activities do not serve the interests of the current 
administration are likely not to receive funding. Later in the year, the gov-
ernment also disbanded the department of hate crime control in the minis-
try of the interior, reducing its autonomy and sending a symbolic message to 
already susceptible minorities that the government is not concerned about 
�·�I�)�N�¢���N�ª�ª�¿�)�ª�������N�ª���"�)�Ÿ�þ�¢�·�o�)�q�·���Ü�þ�ª���o�þ�q�"�þ�·�)�"���·�{���o�{�q�N�·�{�¢���þ�q�"���ª�¿�Ÿ�)�¢�Û�N�ª�)���Ÿ�{�f�N���)��
investigations of hate crime. Defunding the department implies that there 
will no longer be supervision of the police or measures against hate crime.

Consequently, the objectives of Afryka Connect Foundation are imple-
mented against a backdrop of human rights, immigration, education, and 
international cooperation. Activities range from awareness raising to advo-
���þ���â���N�q�N�·�N�þ�·�N�Û�)�ª���"�)�þ�f�N�q�B���Ü�N�·�I���Ÿ�¢�{���f�)�o�ª���{�A���¢�þ���N�ª�o���þ�q�"���á�)�q�{�Ÿ�I�{���N�þ�������)���A�{�¿�q-
dation is building a broad and inclusive movement against racism, hate 



James Omolo and Natasha A. Kelly192

crime, and discrimination and is advocating for inclusivity and diversity by 
facilitating an equitable share for PAD in education, employment, and eco-
nomic activities in order to ensure their advancement. 

Promoting educational exchange between African universities and their 
Polish counterparts is also an important part of its work. For many years, 
�Ÿ�¢�N�{�¢�� �·�{�� �·�I�)�� �{�¿�·���¢�)�þ�c�� �{�A�� � �{�Û�N�"�.�•�˜�� �N�q�� �‘�•�‘�•���� �þ�q�q�¿�þ�f�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�� �"�N�þ�ª�Ÿ�{�¢�þ�� ���{�q�A�)�¢-
ences were organized with the main objective of bringing together Africans 
�þ�q�"���£�{�f�)�ª���A�¢�{�o���"�N�ò�A�)�¢�)�q�·���ª�)���·�{�¢�ª���·�{���·�þ�f�c���þ���{�¿�·���Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���þ�f�f�â���¢�)�f�)�Û�þ�q�·���·�{�Ÿ�N���ª���þ�q�"��
to network. Afryka Connect Foundation has also been actively engaged in 
conducting nationwide roundtable meetings that address racism and hate 
���¢�N�o�)�ª�� �N�q�� �£�{�f�þ�q�"���� ���)�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�� �N�ª�� �)�q�·�N�¢�)�f�â�� �¢�¿�q�� ���â�� �Û�{�f�¿�q�·�)�)�¢�ª���� �þ�q�"�� �·�I�)��
activities are project based. 

In the panoply of PAD organizations, patterns that are regionally, eth-
nically, and nationally oriented and that relate to origin form the basis of 
engagement with the local community as well as with other organizations. 
�•�Û�)�¢���·�I�)���f�þ�ª�·���"�)���þ�"�)�����þ���o�{�"�)�¢�þ�·�)���q�¿�o���)�¢���{�A�����A�¢�N���þ�q���{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���A�{�¿�q�"�)�"��
���â�����A�¢�N���þ�q�ª���I�þ�Û�)�����)�)�q���)�ª�·�þ���f�N�ª�I�)�"�������)���o�þ�`�{�¢�N�·�â���þ�¢�)�����þ�ª�)�"���N�q���à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü�����Ü�N�·�I��
a few spread across the country. African diaspora organizations in Poland 
�þ�¢�)�����þ�·�)�B�{�¢�N�ì�)�"�����þ�ª�)�"���{�q���·�I�)�N�¢���þ�N�o�ª���þ�q�"���{���`�)���·�N�Û�)�ª�����þ�ª���q�{�·�)�"���)�þ�¢�f�N�)�¢�������¿�f�·�¿�¢�þ�f��
organizations; development organizations;  student associations and pro-
fessional organizations. Among the most well known are the Foundation for 
�®�{�o�þ�f�N�þ���þ�q�"�����A�¢�â�c�þ�����q�{�·�I�)�¢���à�þ�â�������{�·�I���A�{�¿�q�"�)�"���N�q���‘�•�•�–�������)���f�þ�·�·�)�¢�����{�q�"�¿���·�ª��
�·�¢�þ�N�q�N�q�B�� �A�{�¢�� �Û�þ�¢�N�{�¿�ª�� �£�{�f�N�ª�I�� �B�¢�{�¿�Ÿ�ª���� �N�q���f�¿�"�N�q�B�� �B�{�Û�)�¢�q�o�)�q�·�� �{�ò�����N�þ�f�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �·�I�)��
police. Its founder, Mamadou Diouf, believes that if members know more 
�þ���{�¿�·�� ���A�¢�N���þ�q�ª�� �þ�q�"�� �·�I�)�N�¢�� ���¿�f�·�¿�¢�)�� �N�·�� �o�þ�â�� �I�)�f�Ÿ�� �·�I�)�o�� �N�q�·�)�¢�þ���·�� ���)�·�·�)�¢�� �#�q�þ�ì�þ�¢�)-
�Ü�N���ì�� �‘�•�•�•�$���� �•�·�I�)�¢�� �A�{�¿�q�"�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�� �N�q���f�¿�"�)�� �N�þ�¢�þ�o���N���� ���"�¿�f�N�ª���� �þ�q�"���•�o�)�q�þ�þ���� � �¿�f-
tural organizations such as Afryka Connect Foundation constitute the big-
�B�)�ª�·���B�¢�{�¿�Ÿ�����Ü�N�·�I���þ���·�{�·�þ�f���{�A���•�‘���������q�¿�o���)�¢���{�A�����A�¢�N���þ�q���"�N�þ�ª�Ÿ�{�¢�þ���B�¢�{�¿�Ÿ�ª�����)�¢���)�f�â��
���{�q�q�)���·���·�{���·�I�)�N�¢���q�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f���N�"�)�q�·�N�·�â�����þ�q�"���·�I�)�â���þ�¢�)���{�ü�·�)�q���ª�)�·���¿�Ÿ���þ�f�{�q�B���B�)�{�B�¢�þ�Ÿ�I-
�N���þ�f���f�N�q�)�ª�����N�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢�����Ü�I�N�f�)���q�þ�·�N�{�q�þ�f���þ�q�"�����¿�f�·�¿�¢�þ�f���þ�ò���f�N�þ�·�N�{�q���Ÿ�f�þ�â���þ���¢�{�f�)���N�q���·�I�)��
organizations, PAD do not necessarily rule out interaction with others in 
their social lives.

Besides cultural organizations, there are also groups whose role is to 
�¿�q�"�)�¢�·�þ�c�)���"�)�Û�)�f�{�Ÿ�o�)�q�·���N�q�N�·�N�þ�·�N�Û�)�ª���N�q�����A�¢�N���þ�������)�¢�)���þ�¢�)���Û�)�¢�â���A�)�Ü���{�A���·�I�)�ª�)���+���N�q��
�A�þ���·�����N�q���à�þ�¢�ª�þ�Ü���·�I�)�¢�)���þ�¢�)���{�q�f�â���·�Ü�{���·�I�þ�·�����{�¿�f�"�����)�����f�þ�ª�ª�N���)�"���þ�ª���Ÿ�þ�¢�·�f�â���"�)�Û�)�f�{�Ÿ-
�o�)�q�·�� �{�¢�N�)�q�·�)�"���� �F�{�¿�q�"�þ�·�N�{�q�� �A�{�¢�� �®�{�o�þ�f�N�þ�� �þ�q�"�� �•�o�)�q�þ�þ�� �F�{�¿�q�"�þ�·�N�{�q���� �N�{�Ü�)�Û�)�¢����
the majority of African-based development organizations are run by white 



Chapter 8. Black Warsaw193

�£�{�f�)�ª���� �F�{�¢�� �)�á�þ�o�Ÿ�f�)���� �·�I�)�� �/�þ�ª�·�+�à�)�ª�·�� ���A�¢�N���þ�� �/���{�q�{�o�N���� �F�{�¿�q�"�þ�·�N�{�q�� �#�F�¿�q�"�þ���`�þ��
�/�c�{�q�{�o�N���ì�q�þ�� �£�{�f�ª�c�þ�+���A�¢�â�c�þ�� �à�ª���I�{�"�q�N�þ�$�� �N�ª�� �¢�¿�q�� ���â�� �þ�� �Ü�I�N�·�)�� �£�{�f�)�� �Ü�I�{�� �I�þ�ª��
���)�)�q���þ���·�N�Û�)���N�q���·�I�)���¢�)�B�N�{�q�����)�q�B�þ�B�N�q�B���N�q���N�q�A�¢�þ�ª�·�¢�¿���·�¿�¢�)���"�)�Û�)�f�{�Ÿ�o�)�q�·���N�q���f�)�q�â�þ��
�þ�q�"���¼�þ�q�ì�þ�q�N�þ�������A�¢�N���þ�q���ª�·�¿�"�)�q�·���þ�ª�ª�{���N�þ�·�N�{�q�ª���)�á�N�ª�·���N�q���þ�q���N�q�A�{�¢�o�þ�f���ª�)�·�·�N�q�B���þ�q�"��
�þ�¢�)�� �{�ü�·�)�q�� �þ�ò���f�N�þ�·�)�"�� �Ü�N�·�I�� �{�·�I�)�¢�� ���{�o�o�¿�q�N�·�â�� �{�¢�� ���{�¿�q�·�¢�â�.���þ�ª�)�"�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�ª����
Regrettably, there is no single umbrella African student association that could 
actively address students’ issues. It is also important to note that there are no 
���A�¢�N���þ�q�.���þ�ª�)�"�� �{�¢�B�þ�q�N�ì�þ�·�N�{�q�ª�� �)�q�B�þ�B�)�"�� �N�q�� �Ÿ�{�f�N�·�N���ª�� �N�q�� �£�{�f�þ�q�"���� ���)�¢�)�� �N�ª�� �þ�� �¢�)�f�¿��-
tance among PAD to take an active part in the political sphere, partly because 
the majority do not have Polish citizenship, a prerequisite to voting rights.

Although the PAD population is very small and there are few organiza-
tions, the work of documenting Black contributions and histories contin-
�¿�)�ª�� �·�{�� ���)�� �Ÿ�¿�¢�ª�¿�)�"���� ���)�� �N�q���¢�)�þ�ª�)�"�� �Û�N�ª�N���N�f�N�·�â�� �{�A�� �·�I�)�� ���f�þ���c�� �£�{�f�N�ª�I�� �)�á�Ÿ�)�¢�N�)�q���)��
points to opportunities to address long-standing inequalities and to educate 
both the white majority and the Black community itself. Yet, with Poland’s 
open hostility toward Black people, the task of writing Black Polish history 
remains challenging.
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