{;—

3 =
Ve EAN:
lwach L




th-palp f)ffa «fNUO) Rpaa)ff #)"a $
rbYYNQgB fp c/¢¢{Y)

lE,"cef VR~ YWl aGoYe AE3AA



"eE3A®ev”

£¢ fN NN2a.{¢caN2pgNqg-)¢"Na NYfNgp¢ta)gq")pU{¢c¢ {qq)
)-& ¢)2)p¢ 1pg"Yep -N ) )N?32,)a{A")pfNgB UN-I{q)<??
bag" Y{Y¢fpe¢NINgB IN2-{¢ap¢)c)a  -{{¢¢ No) ¢-2a{Ap¢ -I
)a{¢BI)"N-{¢Npf Yfp-A{¢o? - {"N?@ a2 .])a) Naaz)apq")a.p
{¢aNg-lI) {g-)a-{Ao)o{¢a ¢f-¢¢)2pqg"1)¢N-pB) N2 )f"
Ng f¢")ae)2)pe 1{qI{U-{-)p I'INa-{¢a ¢ -pfa{o{¢)B)q)¢p
0s2)¢e02pqg" pe INU)2 pgaY{Y¢efpe {¢ Y)CA{¢cop-NU) A{¢o
{¢apg”o)o{¢caNg- -1)o)"Np Nqg - -{¢¢N% )£ JN"Kg™ 2)¢N
YYIN)"NNEN{@2a- { YC{UN")p A{¢¢s0A{¢ Ngqq{Up-NU) ¢)2)p¢
Ap )-2{A -IN2 Yf"-{ ¢)p-)p {ffp {¢p-NU)£¢ fN NN2.{¢ca"
ya{q" -1) ¢)pfo2 {Ap p")oND

th-p2lp f)#EI'$ N2 p )2a-a)ffNgB p¢-1{¢ pg")"N-{¢ {A)NBI
N2 pfa{p ¢¢p-{¢ p¢-Na. foopc)¢ -1)p-)¢ "N¢) -{¢ pg" Y
O9rNffN<2 Upc)gNgB:") ¢-)"p--1)se-1 )¢fNg N)gqgpf)Nqg ‘e
A{¢q"NgB"N¢) -{¢ {AG)¢topga<?a ¢2-Sg2-N-¢-)A{¢ fp cG
¢ ¢)

*fNU) BpAR)Pf " {¢ ¢qpfN2- pg" Ye{A)2a{¢ UI{ A{¢q")" pg" I)b
q))¢NgB fp c/¢¢{Y)pgq)U2aN-) /¢¢{oNBI- {0 Sq ‘e -
1) eN-£¢{°) -UIN ITA{ ¢®)2{g £){Yf){A ACN pg"')2 )g- N
Np"2-1)'NBN-pfr)"NpY¢{B¢pop:--1)AgNU)¢caN-a{A-1)'Ne
Ng ap2INgB-{q '



'VEVASV >»3E " "ae?" cUE VAAE"" 2E " A>«
Ovieloe®— “VfS§ EA3YE
93RE-E®EA® IVASEAA® 9E-3Ax=EA

[transcript]



F¢q"NgB g )f) -¢{gN U)¢aN{qg {A -IN2 {{c N2 A¢))fapUp
a; YY{¢ - {AfN ¢p¢N)2U{¢cNgB UN-I fq{Uf)"B) Aqfp- 1)" f
NU)NgN-Np-NU)")2NBqg)" -{opc) INBIj¢cpfN-a {{c2Y)q
B{{" )eY)g )22S® tA{¢ -IN2 {{c Na~"—— ' — 7" "o’
OIO;_N"{_qIO{(;__--I)NqN-NIO-NU)qu"quca-{-l)°Y)q yaal)e
b-UUU cq{UfH)"B)¢qfp- 1)"

e, e —Av¥hief e®-3A-VE®I®@®E , e AMEESEESE &
)" )e-2 1)th-N{gpf N fN{-1)cfNa.-2.INa¥¢ fN p-N{gNgqg-I1)"

bf N fN{B¢p ) ")-pNf)" N fN{B¢pYIN "p-pp¢)pUpNfp f)
"q

©0E0

N& U{¢c N& fN )g®)" ¢q")¢ -1) ¢)p-NU) {oo{g?® --¢N ¢-N{q.t{c
t{'")CNUp-NU)2 “ « # g.t .t'$ UIN | o)pq? -Ip- 1) -)a- opad ) ¢2)’
{oo0)¢ NpfYeeVY{a)a YE{UN")" ¢)"N-NaBNU)qg - -{-1)pe¢-I{¢

Va{ ¢)p-) pag p"pY-p-N{g -¢pqg?fp-N{g {¢ ")¢NUp-NU) {A -1) {¢
{oo)¢ Npf¢?) Age-1)e Y)CoN3EN{g N&¢)jcN¢)" pg” pqg ) { -pN
¢NBI-2¢-¢pg2d ¢NY-.Y¢ fN2INgB {o

¢)p-NU) {oof{qg?® fN )qg?) -)¢o? A{¢ ¢).¢?) "{a{- pYYfa -{ pga {
Be¢pYla Bec)a YI{-{2 )a)eY-2 ). $q{-{¢NBNgpf-{-I)Y)q

bg" A¢¢-1)¢ Y)¢oN2aN{q opa ) ¢)j¢cNe)" Ac{o -1) ¢NBI-2 I{f")¢
¢)2)p¢ I pbg" f)p¢t Y)¢oNaaN{qgfN)2a{f)fAUN-I-1)Yp¢t-ac¢)..aNq

$eAAE E, " ®ASE " ®e®nlno ,AEAVRAfAe%E EA'v—a
i :VEVASV >3E "ae ? eUE VAAE "2E A>«

{U)e fpa{¢c- rpeNp ¢q"- N)F)A)f"

{U)¢ Nffga-¢p-N{g '"¢)p"NgB -1)rpYt¢e ‘o'e ¢.-N2. ®{qgN
£1{-{B¢pVYla 'poN{qGE¢NO -l

£CNg-)" a rp-¢ac)fr)"N)gYe{"¢c-N{qgGo N a)-ifp¢

IYa "{N {¢B ee 0%’ o0 o wmu s
£¢NCI'.S®t~—__’__1_._n‘..,-“
E'F.S® t o, e e

SE®t{A3)EN)a ‘—ee o™
)SE®t{A2)EN)2 ‘=’ o7


http://dnb.d-nb.de
http://dnb.d-nb.de
http://dnb.d-nb.de
http://dnb.d-nb.de
http://dnb.d-nb.de
http://dnb.d-nb.de
http://dnb.d-nb.de
http://dnb.d-nb.de
http://dnb.d-nb.de
http://dnb.d-nb.de
http://dnb.d-nb.de
http://dnb.d-nb.de
http://dnb.d-nb.de
http://dnb.d-nb.de
http://dnb.d-nb.de
http://dnb.d-nb.de
http://dnb.d-nb.de
http://dnb.d-nb.de
http://dnb.d-nb.de
http://dnb.d-nb.de
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839454138

Contents

Black Europe
Contesting, Conceptualizing, and Organizing

Natasha A. Kelly and Olive Vassell............................

Chapter 1
Black Berlin

Natasha A. Kelly.........oo

Chapter 2
Black Brussels

Sibo Rugwiza Kanohana........................ol

Chapter 3
Black London

Olive Vassell . ...

Chapter 4
Black Luxembourg

Bernardino Tavares and Aleida Vieira........................

Chapter 5
Black Oslo

Michelle A. Tisdel. ... ..o

Chapter 6
Black Paris

Epée Hervé Dingong and Olive.Vassell......................

............ AT

........... 49........

............ 93.....



Chapter 7

Black Rome

Kwanza Musi DOS SantOsS. ..ot 159.......
Chapter 8

Black Warsaw

James Omolo and Natasha. A. Kelly.....................o. 179.....

AULN OIS, 195..........



Black Europe
Contesting, Conceptualizing, and Organizing

Natasha A. Kelly and Olive Vassell

Unless you were hiding in a cave or time-traveling back to the age of the
Neanderthal, you would have witnessed the global impact of the Black Lives
rp--)¢ # hr$ o{U)o)g- -Ip- aINU-)" Ac¢{o -1)ANNgg)HYy)- -{ -I) ¢
summer of 2020. Unlike most of the numerous deaths caused by the police,
the case of African American George Floyd attracted attention and led to
huge protests around the world. Stuck at home during the pandemic, we
unwillingly became witnesses to the murder of this Black man, who was
2¢0A{ pb-)" ap UIN-) Y{fN ) {0 )¢ cq))fNuBa{qgNd)?* q) c A;
minutes$ Continuously crying “I can’t breathe” and calling for his mother,

IN2 fp2. U{¢"2 U)¢) NBqg{¢)" a -1) B¢ Y¥p)¢pUMNpUdNNT))N
phone and uploaded to the internet by African American teenagendlla
Frazier.’

As becomes clear in the contributions to this anthology, the BLM out

¢ca "N" qg{- Ypaa {U)¢ /¢¢{Y) UN-I{¢- aN®B PNA)g "MNaY p -
demonstrators gathered simultaneously in scores of cities totpiayte to
Floyd. His public execution had retraumatized Black Europeans, ignitin
their experiences with racism and recalling violent memories ef iany
other victims of racism and police brutality in their own countries, as well
as in the USA. Highlighting the rage against atrocities caused by systemic

UG*|£C* Fgla# aJy, Jy *r*# Or ,J* yrygep|pEZ&E|BIJO« gOBY dAg
Ip r*Y« Y|EQ#+A«+ Jry#y+:2"e47"1
1 'YEr*ggy FEVIO*E |£r ZEE«! YYgONDYERHYEH & * IO VHAg|RAFE ££C
|[VE# BIE ,J* |AEYC* «J* «J|Y*# Or £€CE#Pg A # IY IDGE#YH o BOGE|
YO, J J*£ |A«Or Or rOrr*y |gO« |r ryd Z'*«ZE&BE HNyFOygpad A OF *+
YE|Ar# J* Y|£g# Vr# Yy« A«*# y« *UD#*# * |0 10 EOFG*L£d |1
JYAUDr, « YYY |p r*Y« Y|Eg#+ALd+ Yry#y+ “eeeZZe
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racism literally hiding in plain sight, statues of slave traders, colonjzers

and white supremacists were torn down, raising questions oirthalidity

Ng /¢e¢{Y)pg 2{ N)-N)2 -{"pa aN-I -1) f)--)¢eqqhr 2Y¢pa
ments and statues throughout Europe, marking them as colonial and unjust,

Black Lives Matter called out white supremacy, ongoing coloniality, and

racial injustice.

¢+ hr "N" gq{- )BNg Ng “«‘« ) 3{ Npf "¢NN ) o{U
‘Npffa A{¢o)" Ng ¢)2Y{q?) -{ -1) b i¢N-)pfG)A¢B{)¢0)¢C
ONoo)¢opqg pi-)¢ cNffNgB -I) Naga{ )q- fp-bag))qgbB)
Ng -1) AgN-)" ®-p-)2 Ng ‘»+* S- Up? 2). pafp a p
cia Garza titled “A Love Letter to Black People,” (Cobb 2016) in which she
expressed her rage at the verdict and at the same time her lotefBlack

{oocgN-a& 2-p-NgB -1p- U) q))" -{ Bl A{NG)Uppf" UI;
)¢ ®I{¢-fa pu-)¢ A)Ff{U {oo¢qN-a {¢)BpmNNPE)EpP-¢N
1) I1pal-pB fp chNU)2rp--)¢ pq" &% ¥%pd)+NpA{co)¢
Ya{o)-N ¢)p-)" -1) U) aN-) pg" 2{ Npf o){Nf@)YDH¥-A{Co
people across the country. However, the movement only gained interna
tional attention a year later with the police killings of two other Black men

— Michael Brown and Eric Garner, whose last words, like George Floyd’s,
were “| can’t breathe.” At virtual speed, this sentence became a protest cry,
chanted in choirs and written on banners during numerous demonstra
tions worldwide.

) hr o{--{ ¢)p 1)" -1) G)¢opg pYN-pf A{¢)papoYf)
"Jo{qg&-¢p-{ed )" 1) Ip2l-pB A{¢ -I) ¢ -{gBgNgB INBI!
Ng ¢2-N )2 pBpNg2- fp ¢ Y){Yf) N{U)& h NO)2 ¢p- {0
ter (BLM) protest took place in Berlin in July 2016. Nearly nine years earlier
")o{g®-¢p-N{q? {U)¢ -1) ¢¢-pf ")p-I {A #3pAWR@E{b bq
Sierra Leone who was burned in a police cell in the East German city-of Des
sau, did not attract as much public attention, despite the cruelty of the case.
Participation in these early demonstrations against police bruyahind
systemic racism was not large enough for the national press amtane
¢)Y{¢- {g -1D)o ) Y¢ fN o)¢)fa Y)¢ NU)" -1)g&é?2 )NQE
demonstrations that take place in Berlin daily. It is important to mention
that, to this day, justice has not been served in the case of Jalloh; this is why
annual demonstrations continue to take place in Dessau on the anniversary
of his murder, January 7.
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r{¢) o)"Np p--)qa-N{g Up? BpNqg)" Nqg ‘s pu-)¢ fp c hN
led a “national shutdown” in which activists in Birmingham, Manchester,
London, and Nottingham simultaneously blocked roads, to raise awareness
b {¢- 1{U ¢p N2o pg" fNop-) 1pgB) p¢) Ng-)@figq) )" )
op¢c)" -1) U-1 pggNU)¢apca {A -1) Y{fN") Ap{{l)NgBA{A ‘7.4
six Mark Duggan, as well as highlighted deaths of Black people in police cus
tody. ®
Sq £Ep¢N2 "pop Yatp{¢* p fp c F¢)g lopgagfA rpfNpqg "]
¢ce-{"a pu-)¢ )NgB pYY¢)I)g")" pbg" ¢)2-¢HNY))pal Y{fN ) N
triggered riots and protests against police brutality in France, makimg hi
b op {¢ 240 {f A{¢ pg-N.Y{fN ) p -NUN?2og;,¢")&)JA"pa2 pi -
Ff{a" F¢)g | pe-I{¢N-N)2 ¢)f)pa)" p qpf ¢dY)e¢? f)p¢tNgB
NqU{fU)" Ng “¢p{¢*<2a ")p-1 N2 U)¢"Nq EpcNeA-Ehq)U)" Y
{gq) -)" {-I -1) ¥acp{¢* pg" Ff{a" p2)2 UVANDPIUNQP Y)¢ )NU
taken place in similar circumstances.
) opBgN-¢") {A -1)2) )U)qg-2 BpU) ¢)p2{q -{ {Y)q )p I {A
IpY-)¢2a Ng -IN2 pg-I1{f{Ba& UN-I p ¢)6f) rNNag )NBI) Nqgbf¢)
"NoA)¢)qg- /¢¢{Y)pg N-N)2 Ul)¢) -1) o{0)drg--Ihp2 ¢{cBI
need to stress the Black populations’ challenges and to recognize our contri
butions to the social, economic, and cultural domains of Black life in Europ
{"pa a) ") q) pg" 2Y)pc {A fp c Y){Yf) p2 £){Vf) {A A¢
#£ '$ {¢ ACN pg NooNB¢pqg-2 q{- p2 HoNBE)FA:N")g fp--)¢
‘N p-N{g ¢ pba p? ¢NY-N{g & -1) UIN-)®8p{f{'¢N)a 2{ N)-N
power structures and constitute Europe as white by using this term.
It actually took until 2020 for a political momentum to unfold in which
debates on structural racism were prioritized, despite numerous studies suc
as Being Black in the EU (BBE), conducted by the European Union Agency for
Fundamental Rights (FRA) in 2018, which revealed that many PAD regularly
experience fundamental rights violations (racial discriminatjoacist hate
¢No)2 ¢p Npf astwelf BsgtBeSvork done by the European Network
Against Racism (ENAR), a pan-European agency combining racial equality

- Bgy d hOU*« ry, *£ J|Y ,J3* Af p|U*p*r JERECEFH dAr J*yEE D
J., « JJ3* |[rU*E«y, O|r |p gy d+g®p|Uppy, +x£E£ANT & gFH+A p+
*+IXYEH#+Or+ J*+ZEeE«+e'e" ol

,B*rOrC gy d Or ,J* /A /CAYygO, a4 r|«p#OCED POTED|OrrHFrEYyCO +
J*CEY,Ofr 'y Oyg yr# *,JrO |£0OCOr WBBEYp*AE|Zy *EEs” AJgO «
LO|r ZE+" *OrC+ gy d+*Al
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advocacy with antiracist network building across Europ&{¢ -1) ¢2. -No)
in European history, issues of structural racism were freed of their taboo

and light was shed on colonialism and enslavement from a Black European
perspective. As a reaction to BLM, the European Commission ingiesd

bg bg-N¢p N30 p -N{g Yfpg A{¢ ‘+‘++'" pq¢ AYoHMNg:-)"
Commission coordinator for antiracism, Michaela Moua, a Finnish nadio

of African origin.

Amplifying unheard Blacktivist voices from Europe, the timing of this
anthology unintentionally coincides with the political BLM momentum.
ipaBNgB A¢{o )¢fNg -{ ¢¢c22)f2 Ac{o h{f"{Bp-{NPsa)o
1{o) pbq" ap¢2pU + U)ff.cq{Uq A{co)¢ {f{qRpNoN)e{Y{f)
¢pe)fa ¢)A)e)qg )" Ng -1) ") {f{aNpf ") p-) +aype 1pY:)
narrative to the violent memories of European histories. Allowing for a rec
ollection from a Black perspective, the book’s contributors are all Eurgpean
of African descent, whether they were born in the countries they are writing
b {¢c- {¢ 1pU) INU)" Ng -1)o A{¢ p aNBON* [§e)YPHeN{q
the BLM movement has increasingly impelled Black individuals themselves
to critically share their own perception of the roles and places they occupy in
the societies in which they live.

However, the initial idea to publish this book and create a Black-centered
European network grew out of cooperation that began in 2010 between the
)"N-{¢2 th-p2lp fyffa pg" «fNO) Bpaa)ff/A¢EY)Dafp--)
online news site euromight. « ¢ - {A -IN2 p¢{2) pg pUpc¢)qg)aa -lp-
few to no Black European voices that narrate Black European histories or
highlight their routes to and roots in the continent, nor are there academic
networks for Black Europeans in the context of which these histories could

) ¢)F)pe )" pag" {f" N2 )" -{ 1) A{caq"pI¥ba -{B -1) ff
demic Network (BEAN)ong before BLM had gained prominence in Europe.
«U)e -1) a)pea U) Ng {¢Y{¢p-)" {-1)¢ fp cBIN{V)bq |
London and Berlin and fostered opportunities for knowledge exchange and
support by extending the histories that relate to Black lives, making the
Black presence in other European cities visible, creating cohesi@hbridg
ing divides.

LW «O,* [B/t! J,, « YYY *ry£+*A |[EC § |A,
°YYY *A£|pOCJ, |p
»YYY *yr*A |p
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) {¢- {o) {A -IN2 {ffp {¢p-N{q N2 -IN? Be¢N{qg" ¢)pcNQqt
Ilp- ¢NgB2 -{B)-1)¢ 1) A{¢cq"p N{gpf U{e& q&) 1) Np2- ") p"
intended to critique, inspire, and pave the way for a better understanding of
Europe from a Black intellectual perspective and to foster opportunities for
exchange between each of these communities, as well as between cemmuni
ties of varying ethnicities and between the communities and their dominant
societies. In this sensdlapping Black Europe: Monument, Markers, Memories
is a tool of empowerment. In tracing Blackness in eight major European cit
ies, it helps to connect, preserve, and curate the “unsung and unseen” con
N ¢-N{g® {A fp c /¢¢{Y)pg? ) B{pf N2¢-£{NDf{Uq)ec2IN
realities, to address issues of intolerance and discrimination, and to reveal
stories of success and triumph.

Mapping as an Act of Contestation

) fpc /¢¢{Y)pg )aY)EN)g ) N2 Nqg)a-¢N pYfa{ANqgc)" -{
Europe itself, which joined forces over 130 years ago when German ehancel
f{¢ «.-{ U{g N2op¢ ¢ NqUN:-)" 1) /¢¢{Y)pqg f)Xp")c2 -1) ¢¢1
obgq /o0YN¢) pqg" ¢)Ye¢)a)g-p-NU)2 A¢{o -1) AG") )¢fNg Ng
up Africa among themselves. Africans were not present, and Black European
IN2-{¢a Upa UEN--)g Ng {¢c¢ p 2)g ) )¢) BeINGef@)@{c? -¢p
in the landscapes of European cities, whether they are locations marking the
dominant culture’s victimization of PAD, as in Berlin’'s and Rome’s &iric
Quarters, or whether Black people have claimed spaces themselves, as in the
p#) {A h{g"{a<® aNg"¢c?l ®jcp¢)
¢{¢sBl 0):'N ¢f{¢c2 YECNopca pg" 2) {g"p¢a ¢NN}pC I 1) p¢
anthology document the stories of these cities’ realized or attempted involve
0)g- Ng {f{aNip-N{g bg" )g2fpU)o)qg- pbg" I{UI}NE) )oA{c.?
{60A)¢2 )YU)g UINT) -1)a NoY{U)eN2l)" -1fapcél)aplavYf{N-)"
le¢{Y)pag {¢a-¢N)2 Ye{ )" Ac{o {f{gNip-Nfg¢ Up-1)¢ -1)a
{f{aN)2 {¢ q{- N2 pgpfaaNa ¢)U)pfa I{b -PF{GMpfl Bpcq)¢
N2o N2 {tG-)g IN"")g Ng YfpNg aNBI- ¢)6f)2-)podNg ¢Nf"Nqg
{-1)¢2-¢¢ -¢c¢)2 p2U)f p2a Ng 1) qbg -NpTF F{B)WI{A)-1)2) 2
But while this book catalogs some examples of Europe’s horrendous acts,
its purpose is to highlight the contributions of PAD to these cities. Marking

fpc {a-¢N ¢-N{g N* A¢cgq"po)q-pf -{ @ -NgBfp N{*N)-a
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0)o )¢a a) 1) )"N-{¢2a )HYfN)U) -Ip- 1) UpPpd)Nep U*N | p
its Black population and their experiences, which monuments are erected,

and which organizations are funded indicate how questions of structural
racism are dealt with, which political measures are in place, and which soci

etal challenges are faced. As the Luxembourgish historian Fabio Spirinelli

puts it, when discussing one kind of monument,

« Y, A*« JE* plE* JIYr £V, *# « |r* |£ p& ygPraI*a
YVEEA «ap |g« ,J*a VE* p*yr, .| *gQ*® r B*Irp@r B8 kE Y4
YIy, ,J*Aa #* O |, Y« «A ] JJ*a J|r|AE YMEXkpP*P| £
#**p*# Op |£,yr, & «|p* *| g*y, ,IJ* ,Op*r[,J*a Y*£
4ygg ® O£0r*gg0O ZEZZ!

N2 {{c opc)2 INa.-{¢a A{¢ -1) ¢2. .No) fp-NULMGEY)pc
op¢cNgB I{U {¢¢ {q-¢N ¢-N{g? -{ 2{ Npyopp")"cNgc¢pf
sites of public memory, from monuments and statues to street names and
city plaques, that can all be considered political representations ok Blac
people in Europe. Looking at what our communities in Europeshavcom
mon and where they diverge allows us to reach beyond national borders
bg" ¢)UCEN:) /¢¢{Y)pqg IN2-{¢ca Ac¢{o p fp c NpftfaY) -NI
interesting when it comes to cultural phenomena such as language; this has
been a challenge for this publication, as our authors have written ghidn
which is sometimes their second or even third language. Nonetheless, the
editors and authors all have lived experiences in European cities, whese cul
ture of remembrance they interrogate.

¢® )b 1 IpY-)e A{ ¢2)2 {q bg Ng"NUN"¢(Ffh¢N-a& pq
ticular experience, but, more importantly, allows for comparison and&o

{ff) NU) gp¢c¢p-NU) -{ ) A{¢o)" b ¢{6f)c®{¥q ¢CUCN
rent debates concerning contentious historical issues, judicial acts, or gov
)¢go)q: Y¢{B¢po? -Ip- pNo -{ 2-¢)gB-1)g #Y))pNN{gR?2-{¢1
pba" ¢)21pY) {-1)¢2 - 1) 2po) -No) )b | Ip¥)A{foA)ca
f{OUNgB i¢)®-N{g?® alp- N2 -1) 2-p-) {A fp cqo)o{&a Nq
aIN | fp ¢ YINf{3{YIN pf o{U)o)qg-2 f)" -{¢&) NYUemaNgB

{oo¢qN-a p -NUN2o0 NqU{fU)" ) pqgaU)¢cdY{cipr) j¢)2-!
oNf)a-{g)2 Ng -1) ")U)f{Yo)q- {A fp c /¢¢{Y) hg" 1pU)
the lives of PAD who have been permanent residents for centuries.
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®YpaggNgB Ac¢{o -I) ¢2a. UpU) {A {f{gNpENEBINg -1) "I
the period of the Enlightenment to the second wave of colonialism in the
71 )g-¢¢a b 2)g?) {A /¢e{Y)pgq)2? Up? "pNND)?- {¢- Ng-{
and foremost, Europe was associated with whiteness, becoming the center
of the world and protected by the invisible membrane of its outer borders.

N2 N"){f{B& f)" -{ -1) 2-¢¢ ¢ ¢NgB {A 1) BJ¢aYAc{o p /¢ ¢{

tive, a perspective inscribed in maps such as those used to discover what was
already there. Maps told single stories from the perspective of the white map
makers who reduced the sizes and proportions of the other continepis th
YN )t aeYY{e- -1)Ne N")p {A /i ¢{Y)Pab2 M) ON{¢N &
of humanity that has been denied to Black peoples in Europe and beyond.

¢ ") NaN{q -{ 90pY: fp c /¢¢{Y) N2 pa¥'N{mB-1) )IN)A
N bg b - {A {qg-)2-p-N{g & p¢-I{¢ pbg"” p-pt'No& fp-1)¢N
writes, “Black imaginations and mappings are evidence of the struggle over
af Npf aYp ): #r fN--¢CN c ‘eee "$ q"MpPpinh)Criss: ¢N ¢ -{¢2 {
Ep¢-N NYp-N{qg 'b-pb p-N{g pg" N¢ oMW [pf¢ Nopg\NN'@BNq - |
state, rather than revealing the world, maps help to create it (Specht 2020).
Furthermore, the practice

C*r*£y ,*« CA*« O|r« ,Jy, pOCJ, | J*EYQJET|yAry«d*#
£*gy,0|r« ,Jy, pOCJ, |,J*EYO«* C| Arr|AO«*§r+yr# O, Ar
Oy . *« « |EO*« A |r YJO J Y* AOQg# 3AD |[WE@ESELO|r« |

) {0)¢ {A {¢¢ {{c N2 p ")-pNf {A pbg NobBjH hing Ac¢{o b
that informed the installation titled? ' ¢ ) p " N q B -dy) Sopi& B Barrett

Ng rp¢ | ‘e« ) 90pVY.f) -NU) : p Be¢{¢cV {Aqfp¢d pg" ¢{Uc
ated the work in the Map Room at the Royal Geographical Society (RGS) in

h{a"{a b ¢{{o )f) ¢p-NgB c)a /¢¢{Y)pq opYppt)eca )a 2I
braided archival maps of Europe, Africa and the Caribbean to create a new

opY ¢3NgB {oo¢sqgN-a Yep -N )2 {A p¢) NNB2&p §fN p - {
culture into the fabric of Europe allowed for recognition chd&d presence,

{ca-)¢ep -NgB /¢¢{ )g-¢N "{oNgp-N{ppaN N® Ndj-pffp-N
artist collective took ownership of a location central to British imperialisa
tion and colonisation, just like many of the interventions described in this
book.

wYYY py +g* ,0U0* |p
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As a methodology, mapping allows individuals or groups to interpret
objects or representations of objects from their own perspectives, thus val
idating their participants’ own categorizations and understandingsao
issue, person, or place. In Black London, for example, Black histories were
readily available from both individual and organizational sources,levim
fp ¢ ap¢2pU c)a ")o{B¢pYIN NgA{¢op-N{g)dtpaSpfo{?
this case, the Black Polish contributors drew on primary research that had
))a "{q) & dpo)® «o{f{ A{¢ IR*¢pegB){{ch# -1) Gp-)
£{fp)a"
r)y-1{" {A b )*3NgB NgA{¢op-N{g Ng )p{¢"Ngg-¢a "I
{ -1) U{¢c -1p- 1p" pfe)p"a ))g "{q) & -1))e)2¥Kp-NO)
¢)o6f) )" -1)N¢ "NOA)ENQgB aNi)2 UIN ¢ ¢lpgBNTFfNgg¥{VY ¢
to less than ten thousand. Some numbers are approximate, as not every
country counts its Black residents or publishes numbers that would allow
A{¢ -1)2) Bee)a -{ ) ¢)p"Nfa p )a%)" Sq -IpHYN p?)*
ip-N{g? pg" 0)o )¢2 p¢) "{NgB -1) U{¢c - INaP)FEPY )A{C )
the Representative Council of Black Associations (Conseil Reprateietat
Associations Noires or CRAN) has been at the forefront of this work, while
Ng G)¢topga 1) fp c {oo¢sqgN-a {¢BpgNifmg)Npag"/p | +q
Citizens for Europe launched the “Afrozensus” online poll in 2020. Accord
ing to its homepage, the census gives a comprehensive picture of how Black
Germans assess their lives and of the expectations they have of society and
politics today*
*¢¢ A{ ¢ {g pPYN-pf N-N)2 Up2 NgA{end)y -1p2- &
colonial history would take place in these large centers rather than in smaller
{Uag® pa" ?) {q" & -1) Ap - -1p- N-NB)* PN U Ofga-Npf |
f{ p-N{g2 {A fp¢B) fp c Y{Y¢fp-N{g2 p{®N-1a{AA-h)NU)
Af A{¢ )apoYf) N2 I1{o) -{ {a) {A -I) {f")2ectdNNg&{?
in Europe, dating back over 300 years to when early Black residenésasam
sailors, soldiers, and enslaved persons. Liverpool was also one of the sites of
CN-pNg<2 of2- UN{f)g- Y)EN{"2 {A ¢p Npe& YSPpUPT No
stoked by social, economic, and political anxieties, white union workeds an
demobilized white servicemen attacked Black locals, killing a yountkBla
opg #N¢qg-)¢ ‘ee—$ ) N-&a N2 Y)YY)¢)" BN)b))oNg") ¢
history, with many streets and meeting places honoring prominent enslav

%, « YBE|i*r«A« #*
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)¢2  )2) Ng f¢") ¢qfNOoA) ®-¢))- UIN I NPNgp) “{pd-)¢ F{?
of a number of Liverpool mayors who were involved in enslavement in the

Ypefa e—- 1 )g-¢¢a #%ace)ff ‘efes F{ffN{NEB-})) NnA")0{Qg?
announced that it would install plagues on statues, buildings, monuments
and streets with connections to this period of domination and exploitatio

fNa. {A 1) ¢2. ‘e Up2 ¢)U)pf)" Ng ¢Be?-dfte t{qg)-1)f)?

want to ignore other areas, such as the small town of Bascharage on-Luxem
bourg’s border with Belgium, where these two countries’ colonial altiagc

UN2aN f) Nqg 1) 2-p-¢) {A tN {fp2 N-{ UIN I N2 ")2a ¢N )" Ng

Meanwhile, in Germany, several cities alongside its capital Berlin have

))qg 8NBgN bpg-fa op¢c)” a -I)N¢ NqU{f(g)ql¢-INg {f{gN]
German cities of Hamburg and Bremen, for example, have major pdrése
colonial goods and African peoples were brought to the country. In the entire

g)NBI {¢I{{" p¢{ecq" 1) Y{¢- ¢Nf"NqgB& "&N®q )Ta §¢ Ng"N¢
the triangular trade stand proud and are carefully maintained. Addtilby,
there is a sculpture in the small East German town of Halle that depicts a

q)pb¢fa gpc)" ACN pg -Ip- N2 2,YY{23)" -{ b €q{BJ}"B) 1) ¢
sor at a German university and a philosopher of the Enlightenment, Anton
aNfl)fo o{ ) 2-p-¢) Up2 q{- NgNoNpff@dp3 Mj: Ad6)DN

{¢p-)" -{ INo Nqg «""— "¢ ¢NqgB /p?: G)¢opq)g9pojgN)* A{¢
{A Glpgp -I) {¢qg-¢a& {A IN2 N¢-1 A¢{o UIN)NYqUp2 2-{f)q
might be considered another commonality in white commemorations of
Black Europeans who are rendered African and not European, although they
were born and/or raised and spent the majority of their lives in Europe. Sev
eral Black communities have been criticizing this for decades. ingdkack

b- q-{g aNfl)fo o{ UI{ U¢{-) IN2 "Naa)y¢c -BIN{AN-f)" 9eq

fp c2 Ng /¢¢{Y): p2 )pefa p2 «—" 1) j¢)p-aAlE Vi pf ¢NBI

nomenon but a continuing struggle.

Self-identification through Academic Activism

Using the hashtag #blacklivesmatter, a political momentum was sparked

by communication technology. Like maps, it has developed rapidly over the

a)pea ) {oNgB p -{{f -{ BI- pBpNg?- UIN:) RNf}¥¢)op & p
cameras we were not only able to record the killing of George Floyd and

)ap f) N- -{ B{ UN¢pf ¢- qg)p¢fa '« a)pgaHPEIN)¢ Nq "7«



16

Mapping Black Europe

¢¢-pf Y{fN ) UN{f)qg ) pBpNg?.- ACN pbb) aPeNINY){{"q)
of its kind ever to be widely disseminated. It is not clear if the ¢tames
would have attracted public as well as community attention and would have
become global news if this had not been the case. Yet we would liketo high
light that technology not only played a crucial role in the liberation of Black
people but was also a tool in our damnation.

) fp--)¢ pa ) )aYfipNg)" a ¢p ) UIN IAN-HIA ) po
q{f{Ba p U)pVY{q -{ 2¢YVe¢)2a ¢ # {f)opqg ‘~{T$BAU)C )cC
brought forth biological discourses that legitimized racism and insedbt
on several levels of society, especially in academia and science. Ingentio
included, for example, measuring tools for skulls and other body parts,
UINF) J)aY)e¢No)qg-2 U)¢) {q"¢ )" -{ "¢ NA@p9NYB pf p
ton 2008). Moving away from this biologically determined understanding
{A¢p) 1) fpc @ N{f{BN2. “{ce¢qPNBIR2.)d;/p-{¢"¢hq"

{N& po{qgB {-1)¢ ACN pbg 0)¢N pqg p p"PdaN #{WNP) q)"

p-)B{¢a aN-I -1) i¢)2-N{g 9N{U "{)& N- A))N I ) -I)

1) Y{28)" Ng IN2 «"¢’ a)gN®pd 8 {{t&c fbhe shdwelicthat a
biological understanding of race was relevant only to the extent that it had
Ng6fe)g )" -1) 2{ Npf ¢)pfN-N)2 {A fp c ¥9{Y®)epag" Ip
day lives and experiences worldwide. Based on this understanding, & raci
turn took place in the USA at the dawn of the 20th century, which later led
to social movements, including the institutionalization of Black kiesge
Ye{"¢ -N{g Ng -1) A® #f)ffa ‘eee$

In Europe, however, instead of understanding race as a social category

and implementing laws that move away from seeing race as biologicak coun
tries are leaning toward erasing race from their constitutions, as France
did in 2018 "6r replacing it, as Germany continues to discuss, a debate that
started long before the summer of 202@But although racism is politically
and socially unacceptable according to both European and national laws, it
)aNa-)g ) bagqg{- ) ")aN)" ) )U)qg-a {A -1) hr-o{U)o)q
mer of 2020 proved this, providing a sort of “wake-up call” and a sudden
turning point, as mentioned above. Since then, it has become even more

U 8!y *9 |A, C*r#*£ *¢CAygO,a Or,@r FARr &8 #IF« |T«, @, AY
BEYr *Ze |p *r ZE"E'Z"+£Y *+|A *C€hr#tyEe€ A§g QD 3 BOF
Hu/a *£ *r p*JE£J*0 ., g0 J BAEE [£«* i PrG fakrd 6 M« 6 d AC £06 H<&

J,, « YYY Ar#*« yC #* #|dAp*r,* VAEYEIJOHY LEE ¥ D" +
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important to rewrite European history from a Black perspective. For exam

ple, telling colonial history from the perspective of the colonized, not the

colonizers, allows us to understand that, although the colonial governing

era is over, colonialism still exists in knowledge and representation sgstem

{"pad N2 Yp¢p"NBo @INiG- N2 ¢)A)¢¢)" NBAfINBK=2 {f{gNp
Ulp- ") {f{gNpf -INgc)¢2 pff 9{qB{NQH.%{fENDIN-AS #rpf"{
lp- pt¢)aa)a .1) Y)eaN2a.)q ) pbg" pi-)¢.)0A) -2 {A {f{gNpf
N- {0A)¢2 pg pf-)eqp-NU) Y)eay) -NO) {agi¢)¥ N{qf" pg" {c
existing colonial power relations, in Europe, South America, and Afxicke.

a |/ "¢, {N2 1p" pfe)p"a ¢2)" 1) -)¢o 923)dWN. {f{gNpfN?2
«7«’$ -{ opc) f)pe¢ -1p- pff /c¢{Y)pg {cq-¢N)pfRE{ )" Ac{
system, whether they had colonies or not, as in the cases of Norway, Poland,
and Luxembourg portrayed in this volume. Colonization was a pan-Euro
Y)bag Ye¢{*) - pbg" -1¢2 pff /¢¢{Y)pa {ca-¢N)P¢)pq) )" Ac{
aN{g {A ACN p pg" 1)¢ Y){Vf) ) {0U)cpIf/BEHN b -{ 2-p N
economy by any means necessary and to control world trade and trading
¢{¢)2 -{ 1) pb"Upa-pB) {A {qfa p A)U (3" Af{pdNpf Nqof¢
country to country, with Great Britain being the world’s largest colonizer at
N-2 1)NBI- Ng «*** {U)ENQgB pe¢{cq" beitet ) o-dAtptt I1<2 f
NgB {U)¢ “"— oNffN{q Y){VYf)

However, it is also important to note that the concept of colonization is
not only used in a European context in reference to the subjugation of Africa.
Although Poland was “semi-colonial,” as mentioned above, the East Euro
Y)ba {cq-¢a {ti-)qg ¢)A)¢2 -{ IPUONgB ))g {f{qfNi)" &
target overseas areas but primarily focused on continental expansion into
adjacent areas such as North and Central Asia. Furthermore, in the Norwe
gian context, the colonization of the traditional Sami homeland must a¢éso b
-pc)g Na-{ {g®N")¢p-N{g )¢) N2 poVf) R)NIMN'OHYNY pq" p
to nuance and even refute claims of Norwegian colonial neutragghown
in Chapter 5.

Drawing on the early work of Pan-Africanists based in London, as we will
2)) Ng IpY-)e * '¢ {N2 Up2 pfa{ Nqofe)deNOBING 2Y¢)p"t
out Europe that are associated with concepts such as Afrocentricity or the
Black Atlantic, all of which locate Africans and their descendanhtthe

)g-)¢ {A p IN2-{¢& -Ip- Up2 {q ) ")aN)" -{ -1)of"a /¢¢{Y)bq
ap¢ «q) fp c Y){Yf) po) -{B)-1)¢ -{ A{¢o popgU Nq:)ff) -¢
lp- ¢{¢BIl- A{¢-1 q)U A{¢co? {A 3)fTA.N")g¢N2)p{N{d fgq" f)" -

aa|\
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Sq-)¢qpb-N{gpfNao pg" -I1) t*B¢N-¢") o{UBNHG-UNg )Y-2
the Nardal sisters and other Black European women in Paris.
Still, Black European thought reaches farther back than the 20th cen
tury. Few people know that Blacks have been in Europe since Roman times
#F¢ca)e «"—"“%$ 2a{o)-No)2 Ng aNBgqN pqg-¢hsol)cFpSg 1)
Spanish university professor Juan Latino published works imenous lar
guages and became a professor of Latin and grammar at the University of
Granada (PAZ 2017), while scholars such as the Black German philosopher
{A -1) IqfNBI-)go)q: q-{g aNfl)fo of o)g -N{®" p {U)
produced Black knowledge in the early 18th century. Having the privilege to
fyp¢g -{ ¢)p" pg" Ue¢N-) Ng U) fpgB¢pB)® pq" fp-)¢ b
) pbo) 1) ¢&- fp c G)¢opg Ye¢{A)22{¢ -{ j¢ca*pNf'q UIN-.
BI- A{¢ 1) ¢NBI-2 {A fp c Y){Yf) Nqg /g2{Y) fp)) {q-
knowledge production show that there has been a long tradition of academic
activism in Europe for centuries.
In capitalizing Black, which is a linguistic act of sociopioél resis
pba ) pBpNg2: UIN-) 2¢Y¢)op & 1) {gB{NgB) *-NEBBT)
A)FAN")g-N p-N{q ¢)p )2 )a{q" 1) {fp@ FONag pff{RAp¢
itself. Instead, it is based on the understanding of race as a social category
and, in this sense, refers to the racialized histories that are inscribed on the
8¢¢ADb ) {A {c¢ #cNg opcecNgB {¢¢ {"N)TH I"NF A{¢?)
l¢¢{Y)pg IN2-{¢ad ®Y)ffNgB UIN-) UN-I p-fNJ)N3pg)Y-9U
p 2)fA.N")g-N p-N{g ¢- b p-)B{¢a {A papfaerN={¢)p-)
opc) 1) UIN-) /¢¢{Y)pqg gq{¢o UN?2N f) #f)ffa ‘eee$
In this vein, the Black authors of this collection, be they Africans or their
descendants, tell their individual narratives both in the context of national
history and collectively as the Blackprint of Europe, which is aastsmtwith
Black identities and gave reason to map our presence. Just as European coun
“CN)2 p¢) "NOA)C)q: #fpgqB¢pB)2 ¢f-¢ @Y INASWANT) 2
(colonization, enslavement, imperialism), Black Europeans are not aohom
B)a){¢c? Be{cY bg" -1)¢)A{¢) 1pU) "NOA)Yaqrid")¢2-p
Ip- p¢) Nqgb6fé)g )" a Ng-)¢?) -NgB Y{U)¢l&{gBI-c¢)?
nation, race, class, ability, religion, gender, and many other categosub
) - { lee{Y)<a Bf{ pf Ngb6f¢)g ) -1)a ¢pdBYXA¢Ho ACN
0)¢N p2 1) pe¢N )pag pg" 2@Np p2 U)If g -1)NA {0A?
single or mixed heritage. In line with this attestation, compositions such as
Afro-German, Afro-Italian and so on are used. However, this is not a written
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rule for all countries, but is slowly becoming more and more common. But,
as African American historian Allison Blakely observes, what Black cemm
nities in Europe — or Afro-Europe — share is an experience of routinely suf
A)ENQgB Y)¢2{qpf Ng"NBgN-N)2 pbg" p"U)gp){tNpgNoNgp N
®opff ‘ee™ '$

Apart from a few institutions, Black Studies have not yet been fully-insti
tutionalized in Europe. In contrast to Eurocentricity, however, irogucing
knowledge from a Black perspective, it is not only academic works that are
important but also the contributions of activists, artists, jourisas, and
authors who help shape Black European identities. More importantly, Black
organizations are doing the work themselves to educate their communities.

N2 N2 ¢)of) -)" Ng h{g"{qg UN-1 -1) )BNqicpNgB2IQU)?) fp c
Ul)e) -1) Bp-1)¢NgB {A op-)¢Npf )Bpqg piipt pNff)N2a. p¢2af
> fp c -))apB)¢?® pg" Ng )¢iNg Ul)e) -eh{NgB)¢fpb c G)¢c
a-pe)" p fpc {{c {ff) -N{q -1p- Up? {gQaNgrp“l pi )¢ I)¢
and today is the basis of a community library that consists of around 7,000
pieces. Similar work is also being done in other cities not included in this
book, such as the Black Archives in Amsterdam and numerous Black librar
N)2 Ng 2opff)¢ G)¢opg N-N)&2 + -1)2) Nqg)f¢Db)l-)¥ 9FpaNpDp-
FPpaNp dpbg?)g Ng Npo ¢¢B pqg" p fN ¢peca Nfe {f{Bqg) ")"!
a{q'p rN I1p)f {-1 {A Ul{o U)¢) Y¢{oNg)gN?B paG)¢opqg p
2 ¢UNU{ca {A -1) rppAp #-1) fp c N{f{ pc2-®)p-) {oo{q B{]
knowledge hubs where Black communities can access and learn our histories.

Community Organizing and Support

)y fp ¢ {00¢gN-N)2 INBIfNBI-)" Ng -INaNiD{ceq{pfpdfa Upca
in the places where they are located within each of the capitals. Some are
spread across a city, while others have increasingly been forced by- gentri

b-N{g -{ -1) Y)¢CNYI)¢a h{g"{g<?® ¢Na-{gBpg’AEpe¢Na<a |
example, were once neighborhoods that PAD called home and that provided
Y1a2N pf pg" )o{-N{gpf 2) ¢¢N-a& {u-)geNdedINgBI {A 1{2
a{"pa& -1)& p¢) INBI.YEN )" )qg-)¢2 -lp- g f{mBR)¢ YECNop«
residents but still function as business hubs and sites of remembrance for
1) fpc Ye¢)2)a ) ) pe-1{¢2 Ng -IN2 {ff) INPd2A{ ¢2 {q ?{o0
prominent examples.
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fpc )¢fNg # IpY-)¢ +$ a th-p2lp f)BY& ") YApf2 p
making Black contributions to society visible, despite the city’stikelky
2opff fp c Y{Ycfp-N{g ®NBQgN pqg- p “N{jqbpNqHE-)¢)
streets and creating urban inscriptions as visual and linguistic deysresh
pba -1) rpa. aNo.AA)¢ ")"N p-)" -{ AC{.G)Id)pYPa) - - rpa
b ¢¢ Npf ¢{f) Ng 2{ Npf p -N{q pqg" IpgB) 1)Sho Ap < {A

¢ga2)f2 #1py-)e '$ ®N { | fpa{ pbap "{ ¢byNPFp {00
N{g2 UN-1 2.¢{gB A¢{. )fTBNpqg po fNpI)N¢ygpboNgBpoY
of a square in honor of Patrice Lumumba; this has become a gfi&iack
experience near the Matonge neighborhood — an important area for the
city’s African community.

r)pqUINf) fp c h{g"{q # IpY-)¢ '$ p2 q{-}))c +fNU)
an increasing number of memorials to PAD in recent years. A monument
I{a{¢NgB AC¢N pqg pbg" pe¢N )pg -¢{{Y? WIfa{Af¢BI- A{
ape¢? +q) pg" %U{ Up? ¢qU)Nf)" Nqg ‘es— {-b¥fp c h¢:
)¢ “$ ")a ¢N )" a )e¢qgp¢"Nqg{ %pUpc¢)2 pg"«2fIN"p RN
# 1pY-)e ”"$ UIN I N& "N2a gaay" 3 rN Ipff)¢NENPYf p
capitals of nations that enjoyed “colonization without colonies” (L (Falkb
and Purtschert 2016). Both cities contain buildings associated witimieblo
NgU{fU)o)q- alINf) Ng h¢d)o {¢¢B q{ {{BRIN-N{q {A
has been inscribed into the city landscape, the lived experiences of Black res
N")g-2 Ng -1) t{¢U)BNpg pYN-pf 1pU) )B&N op¥fid{q?U)q
for example, a bust commemorates teenager Benjamin Hermansen, who was
murdered by neo-Nazis in 2001.

{¢BI1I U)ff cq{Uq p2a p Yfp ) {A ¢)2YN:) A{¢p3A¢N pg
Josephine Baker and later James Baldwin, it is the contribution of Black
French residents that is documented in Black Paris (Chapter 6), co-authored

a/Y*) N)eU* '"NgB{qB pqg" «fNU) Bp22)ff§fARY L{®¢){'A & -
community organizations, a long history of activism dating back centuries is

¢¢¢)gq-fa )NgB op¢c)” N2 Nq f¢")?2 1) {affq 2ep{fs) {A
N-¢") ba «—-1.)q-¢¢a 1)¢{Ng) UI{ U{q I)¢I A¥Y)Y"{o pu-
fe-N{g 1pY-)¢ — & fUpqip r¢aN {2 ®pqg-{2{E{Ht> b f
the lens of Italy’s unsuccessful attempt to suppress Ethiopia, which was one

{A -U{ AC¢N pbg {¢q-¢N)2 -Ip- Up? g{- {f{FNiA" 1R-/¢¢{}
)¢ )fa A{¢BI- ¢)aN2-pg ) p¢) peU)" NqefVi€dixd-fbqg"? |

by monuments such as th® - ) f) "N (Adugnoobelisk), which was stolen
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A¢{o /-IN{YNp pg" ¢{¢BI- -{ {{o) & )gN-Nog&**{)NgN Ngq -
Italian occupation of the East African nation.

*¢¢ qpf IpY-)¢e {q fp c ape¢2pU N2 {.pc-I{¢)" & dpo)?
tb-paip  f)ffa pag" A{ ¢?)® {q -I) IN2-{¢a {A fp c £{f)% ~«q)
of Black people when considering Eastern Europe, which has a smaller Black
population than other European countries. Black Poles had nen lsensid
ered prominent heroes of national history until the summer of 2020, when
Polish and international media picked up and covered the stories of Jozef
Sam Sandi and August Agboola “Ali” Browne, two Africans who played sig
gN pqg- ¢{f)2 Ng -1) ap¢2pU AY¢NaNgB {o[{NIY)d UN-I ¢p N
attacks openly happening in Poland, especially during Russia’s imvatio
Ukraine, which is taking place during the writing of this book, it is even more
important to take a closer look at how Black European communities- oper
ate. Guided by small organizations, some of them newly established, their
importance cannot be underestimated. Frequently functionexg lifelines
and supporting a host of needs — from immigration issues and cultural con
q) -NUN-a -{ A{{" pg" 21)f-)¢ + -1)2) {¢BRQNEH-NJg? pfa{ {
B)g)aNa {A ¢)o)o ¢pg ) {A fp c /¢¢{Y)pg INB{EN)2 )& )c
{{f® -{ opc) -I)N¢ U{N )2 I)pe" {u-)g ¢®NgBe?-¢p-)BN)?
ing colonial continuities, like Luxembourg’s L&tz Rise Up and RichtRisg2
inventory of colonial buildings and sites.

al)gq N- {o0)2 -{ ¢q)p¢-INgB fp c IN2-{¢& NBDA{¢op -N{q f
BpY2 ¢2 U) pe¢) ")pfNgB UN-I b A{¢o BA{&{ )NgBaNZ* -I) |
lee{Y) ¢-a{- {AN- ) U{cc fp c {¢BpgNip)N{&gBpU) "{q)
is bridging these divides, discovering stories that in many cases have been
)N-1)¢ IN"")g {¢ {qfa Yp¢-Npffa ¢)U)pf)"p -NANE) o¢ |
sourced in the private sphere and the organizations are arranged in diverse
Upa2 Ac¢)i¢)g-fa )g-)¢)" {q -1) {¢cq-¢a {A<feMR{BNg 2¢ | D
dation for Somalia, an active force in cultural and development work, and
Rome’s Association of Cameroonians.

Some have memberships that are overwhelmingly PAD, such as Brussels’
Groupement des Femmes Africaines Inspirantes et Actives, while in others
PAD form alliances with the white majority population, as ire thalian
organization Rete Restiamo Umani, which changed a street namé&ao
G){¢B) Ff{a" pq" NfHdring ther BEMppgctests. Many others
wear multiple hats, focusing on intersectionality; these include the aciSta

pbaa{ Np-N{qg ¥¢)2-p8i{op # N® N2 {{0)$ Sq A{g¥N N- Up?®
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op¢Nfa dpopN pg A)opf) o)"N pf Ye{A)2iM{gpEtdI{ ¢
tribution of famed nurse Mary Seacole to be recognized. Decades later, that
JOA{¢- U{sf" ¢)2¢f- Ng b YN{qg))¢NgB BapNg NpY)® I{q
3. In Paris, Blacktivists are presently championing the awarding of a plaque
A{¢ £pcf)--) {q) {A -1) the"pf aNa-)¢a -{ paipgXt Ng -
bestowed on the country’s most revered citizens.

It must be said that Black communities have been challenging dominant
A{ N)-N)2 A{¢ )qg-¢¢N)2 BI-NgB 2{ Npf pf~{e{8N N pf
ognize them as citizens but as foreigners who are not here to stay. However,
we see the strength of Black communities in Europe coming together to push
l¢¢{Y) -{ A¢gf ff N-2 Y{fN-N pf 2a{ Npf ¢)AN Lo\ NF " N )
Black Europeans are key to the present and future construction of a strong,
diverse, and united Europe. In the frame of the International Decade for
£){Yf) {A ACN pqg ') )qg- #'°¢"+'“$ Y¢{ fpNo)fa a At G
Resolution 68/23Mapping Black Europe: Monuments, Markers, Menoeries
UN")2 pg )OA) -NU) Yfp-A{¢o A{¢ -1) NoX)o)y -P¥NEdN {,
of recognition, justice, and development.

aN-1 -IN2 Y¢ fN p-N{q U) p¢) ¢NgBNqgB)plg -p{N )2 {,
demics, activists, and journalists together and creating a platform for co
nected research and study. By closing the knowledge gap we seek to provide
readers with the capacities and skills needed to apply decolonial knowledge
to a range of strategies for advancing community self-representation, inter
2) -N{agpf "¢#-N) pg" I¢opbqg ¢NBI-2 )2)" {@oNijo)q-* p
understanding that the perspectives and lives of people throughowkBla
Europe are entangled in complex intersecting power relations, structures,
and processes. It is within this context that we are propositagpping Black
Europe: Monuments, Markers, Memasreway to engage audiences around
the importance of Black European narratives, and to lead in providing-a sys
tematic way of studying Black identities in Europe, including Black hissri

fpc ¢f-¢c¢)2 pg” -1) o¢g-¢hf)oA) <@ -1)2) IpU) UN-INg

June 2022
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Chapter 1
Black Berlin

Natasha A. Kelly

Berlin is and always has been an activist city, in which the people have made
their personal and collective viewpoints heard and have asserted numerous
demands relating to social, political, cultural, and economic chaRysbolic
p--)q-N{qg Ip? pfa{ ))qg "¢pUq -{ -1) b-¢B NYROR JA ¢th Npf
tality, and institutional racism for many decades, commemorating iGar
ga<2 fp ¢ UN -No?2 {A Y{fN ) cNffNgBR¢ f{B)) pHc{fB #"""$
N'deye Mareame Sarr (2000), Michael Paul Nwabuisi (2001), Laye-Alama

{q"* #'ee” "{oNgNij¢) f{cop"N{ #eee$ pPqgt #H'ONZHa ® U
#HE)ffQ ‘o'e3

a) 21{¢sf" pfa{ ¢)o)o )¢ «sc¢a dpff{l UI{ Upt-xecqg)" + Y¢{
his death, as there were no signs of soot in his lungs — in a police Eelst
G)¢topqg ")%%p¢ Ng “ee” ¥a{ -IN® "pa IN® &) N2 2}Nff q{- ))
German authorities, courts, and politicians have been tryingdeer up the
truth for decades:Since his death, demonstrators have been gathering in
front of the police station in Dessau demanding justice every year on the date
of his murder, January 7. And although these demonstrations attractaleve
thousand protestors annually, the case has not gained the same attention of
the white majority population or media as did the police murder of George
Floyd in the USA in 2020.
Millions of Germans had witnessed Floyd's killing that not only went

UNepf - pfe{ Up2 ¢{p" p2- ¢q f-)¢)" PgogphN{gp'f %R p- Y
at home during the global pandemic, it was impossible to ignore yet another
Black man being murdered by the police. Consequently, another protest fol

B JE|r|g|Céd Or ,J* «Afd dygg|J Y«EIBEkp Oy yEya O U &ERBAE ay ¢
gld Y|£# £*«« |p ZEZE E E*“ J£|dglqorzr@E:BVQ@+IEFAEaygg


https://initiativeouryjalloh.wordpress.com/2020/06/07/chronologie-im-fall-oury-jalloh-von-2005-bis-2020/
https://initiativeouryjalloh.wordpress.com/2020/06/07/chronologie-im-fall-oury-jalloh-von-2005-bis-2020/
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lowed, under the hashtag Black Lives Matter, with Floyd's name beingladde
to the list of victims of police homicides worldwide. In 2017, a working group
of external experts had already been sent to Germany by the Unitezhslat
(UN) to gain knowledge about the human rights situation in the tgun

NG 3¢ 3)i¢)g:- ¢)Y{¢- INBIfNBI-)" ¢p NFFf)Y{N NGB pE
can Descent (PAD) and stated that its repeated denial by German police
and authorities fosters impunity.Based on this report, Berlin became the

¢a. a-p-) Ng -1) {cq-¢a -{ Yp22 pqg pg-Ng)N® ¢NeNgp-N
al{¢-fa pa-)¢ Ff{a"<2 ")p-1 p {qgNg N")¢ )URY -IN* p?
¢)agf- {A {o Ng)" {oo¢cgN-a )oA{¢-2 {U)¢ -1) a)p¢a

N)Yg ) ‘e‘e Upa q{- 1) ¢2. .No) hr \"(q;{.)a.)q;a Ip"
a-¢))-2 ) ¢2. ")o{g® - ¢p-N{g? ¢q")¢ -IN® of¢fNcpo) -{
Ng d¢gfa ‘eee piu-)¢ E£INfpq"{ p2-Nf) pg" )p{qé&®: )CfNCc
Y{fN ) {0 )¢a Ng 1) A® +q) &)p¢ fp-)¢q Mdedity) “+°-
1) ¢2. hr o{which ended with a march in July. In 2020, however,
these initial BLM demonstrators were joined by individuals from all walks of
life as they gathered in front of the US embassy in Berlin on May 30; chant
ing “Black Lives Matter” at the top of their voices. Some days later, on June 6,
2020, a second protest followed that led more than 15,000 people to Berlin's
historical Alexanderplatz.From then onward, a wave of organized protests
inundated the country with signs and slogans stating “Germany is not-inno
cent,” among other things.

*q d¢q) ‘e ‘efe -1) @2-p-) pg-N"N? ¢NoNgp-N{q fpU qp
closing a legal gap and expanding the catalogue of discrimination charac
teristics to be protected, including social status and chronic illness, and
extending the law to structurally related discriminationBut this is not
enough! Combating racism also includes knowing your history, as stated

1 6G*£pyrda At £0CJ,« yr*g JOC IO CH| g *£ yBO BaE OF [irgdrC *i
F* EAVEA Z"),Z@&+“r*Y« Ar |£C *r «,|£8 ZE+" EZ ¥ H2"Z+C*£
r*g+JOCJgOCJ «+£y Oyg+ £|yglOrC+yCyOr«,+ *| g*+yB£O yr
SrB|£py,Or |r hr plr,J« Z&EXY gy dgOU*«py,,*£ *£gOr #*
ZEZ

., B6G*|£C* Fgl|a# dOggOrC « Af« BE*«dAre| *JZEHE|«« [AE
#Y |p #ha®

1 *£90r «,¥,* Yr, O+#0Q« BOPOYW O1EQINY #* «*r gy#« £* J, gy#


https://news.un.org/en/story/2017/02/552282-germany-un-rights-panel-highlights-racial-profiling-against-people-african
https://news.un.org/en/story/2017/02/552282-germany-un-rights-panel-highlights-racial-profiling-against-people-african
https://www.blacklivesmatterberlin.de/blm-month-2021/
https://www.blacklivesmatterberlin.de/blm-month-2021/
https://p.dw.com/p/3dLWS
https://p.dw.com/p/3dLWS
https://www.berlin.de/sen/lads/recht/ladg/
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on the homepage of BLM Berlif¥et, our (hi)stories are structurally hidden
or described as alien or inferior to the dominant culture, despite numer
ous community organizations, including BLM in recent years, poking their

qB)¢2 Ng 1) U{¢q"? {A G)¢opqg {f{gNpfN2epA{}p*") p")2
toppeling all over Europe, the media’s attention was eventually drawn to
guestions of ongoing coloniality, memory culture, and restitution, leweyi
Y{fN-N Npg? -{ YN c ¢Y Ng Yp ) pbg" 2INGPB)GypIYN & -{ -1I]

Despite (or because of ) these slow steps of improvement, an anonymous
0)o{¢Npf pYY)pe¢)" {q -I) f)B)g"pc¢a «¢pgN)uaYNgi cq{Ugqg
JEfNG.fe)¢i )¢B p- -1) )g" {A ®)Y-)o )¢ "« ¥{fN-Ni¢gp¢) Bp
pf ®aNBgN bqg ) pl-)¢ p2aféio 2))c)e? od?-{{A-CIN)aAc¢{o A
Y¢) )" p Y¢{-)2- poY -1)¢) A¢{o o -{ )¢ ‘ee' B))AYECNFf ‘oo
had come from camps all over Germany in an act of civil disobedience to
demonstrate against the Dublin Ill Regulation,Ng2¢ 0 N)q- 2l)f-)¢2@ pq"
the so-called! ) 2N ") g i Y @Hith restricted freedom of movement, as well
b2 -{ Bl- A{¢ -1) ¢NBI- -{ U{¢c pqgq" 2-5"a Ny G)dopga Sq -
‘N{g {A o{?: ¢)A¢B)) pYYTN pb-N{qg?® 1) )bdWg Up> A{¢ )A(f
yet the groups remained active, raising awareness of their cause through
their website and an information point that was established in the square
during the resistance.

Ya{"p& -1) 0):)C.INBI {q ¢)-) 2-)fp N2 pd¥--fp¢ BopNqg? {/
gle, linking it to present day protests. It is surrounded by a stainless steel

pa) Yfp-) -Ip- ¢)p"2 9Sq o)o{¢a {A -1) UN) ®™N¥ {A ¢p N2
f)a ) : ) baf{ado{¢® o{g¢o)g: ¢Nf")e2 1p" poet NYp-)" -1)
serdenkmal (#whereisourmonument) initiative; the latter was essdald
by several antiracist groups in the summer to publicly address racism and
Y{fN ) UN{f)g) o{qB -1)o U)¢) -1) SqN -NpdpOffINg r)o{¢?
bg" fe£ -1) poYpNBg A{¢ UN -No? {ApY{VYNpnqgsye -HfN-& I
0))- {q 1) ®)Y-)o )¢ pu-)¢q{{q pu-)¢ 1) o{agd)a - Ipb" ))g "

° hr *£gOr |pplr Pr*c«A¥YY gy dgOU*«py, ,*£ *£gOr #* gp +C
p*E+d|r«*r«

» YJ* 'A gOr SSS '*CAQy.O|r £*B*E£« *JUEGEJEFpEE yriB £ *FAE|
pOr*« YJ*E£* § £*BAC** «J|Ag# ¥V 04 BIEfOk«BAYHAQryxQ# griB|H  PAr |
application:J | | YYY |£y O* Y* «O,* |[£Y |£JAYFO«Q S'SECE AYQ * O |A #

+ pyOr+*r

Yy 6'y O«, Ar«*E '*rdpyg + Ar# *« pA«EZ¥*O«*r7C RA**p &Ey O rZ#*

#Y+O0« +Ar«*E+#*rdpyg+Ar#+*«+pAc«+ g*0 *r


https://www.blacklivesmatterberlin.de/blmb-gemeinsamer-konsens/
https://www.blacklivesmatterberlin.de/blmb-gemeinsamer-konsens/
http://www.orac.ie/website/orac/oracwebsite.nsf/page/eudublinIIIregulation-main-en
http://www.orac.ie/website/orac/oracwebsite.nsf/page/eudublinIIIregulation-main-en
https://gruene-xhain.de/da-ist-unser-denkmal-und-es-muss-bleiben/
https://gruene-xhain.de/da-ist-unser-denkmal-und-es-muss-bleiben/
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A video on social media that in the meantime has been removed, showed
I{U -1) ba{qao{¢® p -NUN=.2 ff)" 1) I{ff{@)?))plg"p?- U
a¢)uU)" 1) aNBq -{ ‘1) B¢{cq" "¢ ¢NgB ‘1) gBefaancea {/
hope that this will initially create irritation and give people a task,” one of the
b -NUN?2.2 2apN" {g po)¢p - -1) )BNgaNgB{YAq-f){ )¢ I
to the district, demand
ing that the memorial be
preserved at the site. An
online petition that was
launched at the same time
supported this idea and
gained more than 3,300
signatures.
F)¢p- f{ pc pqg b -NU
ist of color and member
{A 1) h)a- £p¢-a pfa
signed the petition and
can imagine keeping the
monument in its current
location permanently. As
*¢hgN)qYfp-i N2 {q) {A -
)a-¢pf 2jcpe¢)2-Ng f¢)¢
7 ) : - Dberg, the many people
S5 - wholingerand walkin the
FOCAE* « » . p*b|£dyg | r ‘-£yr-O*r RAYK Wil pee-it; he told p i
|[U*ErOCJ, & yrirap|A« « Ag ,|£« the dhily*Gérhtan newspa
®r."p "E ZEZE £J].|CEY J ty=3"«|0Je¥ (Haﬁrﬁgn% 2020). In
his opinion, the district will agree to the demands and preserve the-mon
ument. A spokeswoman for the district also announced that there is a gen
)¢pf UNFf -{ opNg-pNg N- )¢)A{¢) -p{o)p{@Npp N*2)fA
Instead, the open cases of racist killings, especially against people in police
¢d-{"a a¢ | paegca dpff{l 2l{¢f" ) 2{f) [pdBI) V)¢
to justice.
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Reclaiming the African Quarter

Berlin is itself a monument that tells (hi)stories and creates memaories, many

of which have been written in and into the city, be it in the namesngiu

)¢-pNg "N2-¢N -2 pe¢)pa {¢ 2-¢))-f¢-fcolNy) 1§ YipiN-N pf )
communities from the colonial period to the present day. In the 20th century,

Berlin was divided and stripped of its capital status, only to regain power

pu-)¢ ¢)caN p-N{qg pqg" -1) )aYpg2N{aN@A NF) {h2{A%{)pa )
most important capital cities in Europe and in the world. Baibove all, it is
“the mind of the beast® p A{¢o)¢ {f{gNpf o)-¢{Y{fN2 Ul)¢) Nqg —
idea to divide Africa among the German Empire and other European and
a{q./¢¢{Y)pbq @-p-)2 Up2a {¢qg # N-cNqg pbq" [{?)glpu- ‘"%

¢)fN Ac¢{o -IN2 -No) Nq IN2-{¢& N2 g)-INad<2 ACN pq

"NgB "N2:-¢N - +q) oNBI- p22;0) -1p- N-)UPoq)tofA ) p¢?) {

ACN pg?2 UI{ IpU) fNO)" -1)¢) ¢- -INacNpeqldpal)e pr) ) ¥,
pe{cq” «7ee {q 1) {¢-2cN¢-2 {A )¢fNqgBN@)Ng B Y-p) )= ¢ ¢ {¢
and forests with the city. It was initially constructed to include Germany’s

largest “human zo0,” in which African people and animals were to be-exhib

N-)" #N{q{f" ‘*+“$ ")2YN-) -IN2 IN2-{¢a pedNa3p f) qco
have been drawn there in more recent times, most of them coming to Ger

opga p? 2-¢")q-2 {¢ ¢)A¢B))2 +q pe¢NUpFMNE) HENg -1)a
a)""NgB & A¢N)qg"? {¢ b j¢cpNqg-pbqg )® opNgBa?® Np¢?) {A I
the working-class neighborhood. And if we believe the white German-histo

CNpqg Acasfp “eCAY)E ACN pg?2 2l1{¢sf" Nopeed {AND) -1)¢)
Quarter’'s name, but because she believes that this district should be-associ

ated with the city’s present rather than with its p&st.

N2 N")p 2¢,¢)fa {qg-¢p"N -2 -1) {¢NBNqgpf WM )d)N{q {A

take into consideration that Hamburg businessman and animal trader Carl

Hagenbeck wanted to create a site that would surpass his earlier successes. In
e—=""1) {¢BpgNi)" -1) ¢&- op {¢ 9lcopbppf{{)¢ paifN pff)" 9t
bition”, where he had put the Sami people from northern Europehow

in what spectators were to believe were their traditional homes (Dreesbach

2012). Hagenbeck planned to exceed this early sensationalism that would

Yo A,J|E£9« 1|, *
W 6 BEOdYy Op a*##OrCJ,, dAr*OZEAAZGEpHBELOAYY*##0rC #]| « VI
Y*##0OrC


https://issuu.com/afrikawedding/docs/afrika-im-wedding
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become the model for all those that followed, and with the new African
¥epe-)e 1) 1{Y)" -{ {U)¢c2Ip"{U )¢cfNg<2 COIN{F{pNpf )a
{Y)a)" Ng %¢)Y-{U)¢ £p¢c {q rpa « +—"+{p UNFNNGB p¢

£p¢-fa {¢BpgNi)" & G)topga<2@ F{¢)NBQ"s¥¢N pqg" Y
vately, the exhibition was intended to rekindle public interest in the-G
opg /0YNG¢) pu-)¢ a)pea {A oN2opgpB)o)g- pgt)¥¢ fN 2
exhibits on colonial hygiene and medicine, a common theme at the time,
replicas of administrative buildings, and examples of colonial goodlk asc
NO{¢a pg" {{pb ) 2Y) -pf) fpa:)" A{¢ pY{}¢NBAN o{q
nally designed to compete with earlier world exhibitions in Pand London,
to promote the German economy, and to demonstrate the growing global
NoY{¢-pbg ) {A 1) {cq-¢a pg"” N-2 pYNepf N{p{H{U{Y¢
ever, was the replica African and Melanesian villages, populated with over
100 individuals from overseas (ibd.).

Hagenbeck’s ambitions to turn the African Quarter into a “human zoo”
U)e) -10pe-)" a 1) {¢- ¢)pec {A a{¢f" ape ecaNqg)fd)0)e¢
contacts pulled out. Yet, the city of Berlin already had a design in place, with
its “African Street” (Afrikanische Stral3e) at the center, an urban monument

{g2-¢¢ )" Ng »—"" -{ 240 {fNi) -I) Y{U)¢ HNgd)"G)¢op
{ N-U)¢) {-1)¢ 2-¢))-2 hA")EN-i2-¢pT)NNg ™"+ pG'c Nq)
Yut¢pgaUppfa-¢py) Ng * +— tp I-NBpfYflpqgl @Mme{¥c)c
0cgq")¢ ®-¢pf) A{ff{U)" Ng <7+ )2) )aYINVN) ¢)A)¢)
mented by names of places and countries that were not directly under Ger
man rule but played a key role in the colonial division of the continent, such
pa 9 {qB{ ®-¢))-: #qbpo)" pu-)¢ -1) opNqg pN}qpb HA )fB
"2 ¢N )" Ng IpY-)¢ ‘S pg" 98pgiN p¢ ®-6))-# ){-1 "p-
island of Zanzibar was annexed by the German Empire in 1885 leat tgiv
Ge¢)p- ¢N-pNg "¢ U) a)pea fp-)¢ Nqg )ENEX{dBY"ANg 1)
1) t{¢-1 ®)p $ «U)C " d)pc¢t2@ AcC{o —"" -{ ¢€N—-pg2-¢))-
and colonial references were added, the most recent being “Ghana Street,”
qpo)" Ng «7"— 21{¢-fa pu-)¢ Glpgp<?® Ng"hMuq"dgh A¢{o
Y){Yf) b¢) ¢qpUp¢) -Ip- Ype¢-2 {A Glpgp VIpB{A{q0b)¢fa
were once colonized by Germany before its Empire was forced to give up its
{f{aNn)2 -{ 1) ffN)2 p& p ¢)a¢sf- {A -1) Vac)pap¢{A B)c?|

*q) #N{qg{f" “ee”

Untouched by the war, the African Quarter was developed and estates
built, such as Friedrich-Ebert-Siedlung, where residents bihed small
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Bp¢”)a? pg" ¢Nf- 21)"2 Ng {q-¢p? -{ {-B{AH¢)p? Nq -I)
«T'e2 pg" e77e2 r{® {A -1)2) Bpe¢")g® U)¢)ipopfi-pg" "Na{c¢t
1) 9'pe)ec{f{aN) v{B{: #£)¢opqg)a- {f{qd YAB{S A{¢q")"
out. Incorporating the colonial and imperial ideology ascribed in the Quar
ter's name, the title of the allotment re-enacted the colonial past and beca
me a symbolic contribution to the “cultivation” of an allegediycultivated”

JCEN-{¢a N2 p -NUO)fa agYY{¢c-)" -1) <¢dp -NEHHPBD{gNpFN2a.
on recolonizing the African continent, which, for the Black community in
Berlin, corresponded with the sign displaying the garden’s name in big bold
fy--)¢2 p {U) N-2 )g-¢pqg ) ) -N-f) {A -1) Bm®)'q-p22{ Np-N{
9ff)NgBp¢-)qU)¢)Nqg Y%{B{: #®opff Gpe¢")op 22 N N{q Y%{B-
pu-)¢ gq¢o)e{c? "N2Y¢-)2 pg" A{ff{UNgB Y. N¢{dq" qbqg |
1) opa{¢<2 {0 ) p2 U)ff p2 Ac¢{o {-1)¢ ®N Npf&)dN-¢p-N
YO)g-¢pffa I1pgB)" { 9'p¢)C.ff)NgBp¢ - )qU)BONEf YueGe: #E£)
Gpe¢")g 23{ Np-N{qg %{B{$ Ng ‘««* aN-I piN¥LHGpENgB 1)
b -¢pffa o{U)" p 2-)Y -{Up¢" ) {oNgB o{¢) 9 ACN pqg: #Fpy

Sq feee 1) "N&-¢N - {¢q Nf ") N")" -{ atpbppn-{9 ACN pq :

cial site of learning about and remembrance of German colonialism, its per

)Y-N{q bpg" 1) 2-¢¢.BBf) A{¢ Nq")Y)q")d A{A"MEB pbg 2-p
from Aktionsrdume Plus, a program that aimed to improve socio-spatial and
urban development, the project involved residents, schools, young people,

bg" UpeN{c® NUNfa{ N)-ap -{¢2 ) { )VKE)-LIR -{ ¢)p-
ties for the residents of this low-income area, with education given priority

Ng {¢")¢ -{ {Y)g ¢Y q)U Y)¢ay) -NU)2 )aYy) NpRNaNp{¢ a{cq
tive was also linked to the basic goal of identifying urban problem areas more
quickly and more precisely through improved networking, commurnimat

ba" {{¢"Nap-N{qg p- -1) f)U)f {A 1) 2)qpar)NmB-3{j¢"N2 - ¢N
tions among all those involved on an interdisciplinary basis. By embgddin
German colonialism and its implications in a modern understanding of
democracy, human rights, and peaceful coexistence, this appreatended

)a{g" p 21{ cNgB ¢)oNg")¢ {A Yp2 Ng k2pN §&¥)d" Ng2-)p"
ling contribution to the decolonization of Berlin’s society and culture

A board of directors was set up to advise on the selection of projects and

to involve activists and experts from Black communities as equal partners.
In this context, tours of the African Quarter were organized on various-occa

aN{g? pg" A{¢ "NOA)¢)q- b¢"N)qg )? "NBYppfépy {A -1)
developed to provide a descriptive, methodical, and didactic overvieleof t
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pe¢)p UN-I1 p¢"N{ f)2 Be¢pYIN @ YN ¢ ¢)02IN{BN pf "{
and interviews$%+sq) a)p¢ fp-)¢ p o)o{¢Npf Yfpj¢) Upa Yfip )"
{A «-pUN2.¢pq) rAff)ca.¢pT) ¢)A)CECNgBN-Ppol¥JINE-{¢a
ter. Instigated by the Street Initiative, a group of African and Afro-German
organizations and their allies, the information board includesttexts that

¢)df) - 1) o¢f-NYf) Y)¢ay) -NU)2 {A 1) pCtHp<RP) INa.{¢?
Social Democratic Party, the second by the Street Initiative (Diallo aihet Zel
2013).

Sq ‘ee— 1) )"N-{&Npf {0 )® {A -Ih{th o2 gdreadypBpiNq)

o{U)" -{ &a)""NgB ¢)pfNiINgB -Ip- N:- Up?2 43« )EY Yfp )
N)2 {A )b I N22¢) alINf) q{- 2¢Bp¢. {p-NyBIpL-Ap-{a I
distance itself from negative media coverage. As the editorial team states on
h{tpbe? 1{o)YpB)

Sr #|0OrC «| Y* Yyr, | #OO6B*£*r_ Oy, * pA&«OgU *«
p*#0y YJO J pyOrga «J|Y YYE BypOr¥ju¥ pQ«*£4a
[rgd *p Jy«Oi* [J* |«O,0U* JOrC« y |A, BE£O ¥

) No{qg-1fa opBpiNg) Up? fpbeqg I)" Ng rp¢ § ‘G99t pqg" N
man for both Germans and Africans living in Germany. Since the publicatio
depends on its readers, it was a good choice to move to the African Quarter,
)"N-{¢ N)eU* v 1)s0)f) ¢ p&R{PMNog)"T ‘f+—$ )NgB f{ p-)’
1) Dpe- {A a)""NgB -1) g)Ua N- ¢)Y{¢ -{{&P{)Yc6@"¢NBI
b f{- {A ¢)p")¢2a {ti-)g "¢{Y & -1) {0 ) -{ {0A)¢ ¢2..1pq

Fee-1)¢o{¢) -1) B)¢p.N)a)c. ¢ INU p)EN-gpr PP{C
0)"Np ¢¢cq a -1) a{q.Y¢{ - {¢BpgNip-N{q /Ppat$eq) %)E

{Y)g)" N-& "{{¢2 Ng -1) ACN pqg ¥s;p¢-)¢ {gaoipc¢ | ‘-
-N{gbf 'pa A{¢ -1) /fNoNgp-N{qg {A [pcNPEN)& & &NS Nogp - I

Ac¢{.G)topg {¢g Nqg *"“« pg" ¢pN2)" NgpmcANFt¢ )me<?2 I{
Main. She began collecting and cataloging the works of Black authors in the
«—+2 N)¢ UN2N{g -{ {qg) "ba {Y)g b fN ¢cac@p{Ni)"VY, f
Ng ‘e«“ pfo{2- ‘e &)pc¢2 pil-)¢ 1)¢ ¢qg-No)fa NPpal /[eVae
er's dream and has grown over the years to become a reference library with

Hp BEO yr ¥AYE *£ § gy * |B g*YE£Q@IC YOE @ PIpp Ly O, I £* 4
«|Ar# £* |[EHOrCYY o gA«a #* g*|+«0O *
LT hltyp #Yy« BEOMY+rgCYNANY glryp #* y |A,


http://www.3plusx.de/leo-site/
https://www.lonam.de/about/
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o{¢) -Ipg — *e¢ {{c?a Y{"pa N- N2 Yp¢- gA)p "do{ ¢p &4 Y
1) F)")¢epf rNgN2-¢a A{¢ FpoNfa OApPN¢c2 ®)gN{¢ N-Ni)qg?
) apo) /p 1 +q) %)p 1 =q) Up?® {Nqg)" & ¢Noebgph¥ ¢)2N2-pq ]
in times of enslavement and colonialism to highlight the importance of
access to formal education and the need to share knowledge within Black
families and communities.
2 Ype- {A 1) p¢)p<2 ¢)2,¢B)q ) 1) a)""NedBB)gpN22pq )
the district, with the goal of changing its negative pereept- at least during
the weekend of September 11-13, 2020, when the festival took place. Based
on the Harlem Renaissance in the USA, Black German artists, poets, authors,
and musicians took over the neighborhood, reclaiming the space andrgeati
a temporary site for freedom of Black expression. In the same way as the Har
lem Renaissance had laid the foundation for the Civil Rights Movement in the
USA 100 years earlier, the event was decentralized throughout the district and
aimed to comment on and critique the existing racial structures of German
a{ N)-a -q) {A 1) {¢BpgNi)¢® Np22pfAb B Bidck2Y{c) -{
online lifestyle magazine that has been documenting the multifaceted world
{A fp c U{o)g Ng G)topga ¢2-¢Np pg" ®UN-i)¢fpg" 2Nq )

Y J* a*##0rC '*ryO««yr * « VYr#« B|E gy ¢ ArO . & gV c
/a *gg*r * S, 9« pl«,gad y |A, gy d |I*@P@rCgy d ArO,
y ArO, £]|p|,0OrC «|gO#VY£O 4 yp|rC gy d@ yr# *a yr#(
gy d £]Y*£ O« y |A, |AE |ggy |£y.O|r O# *¥EFgOr G*£p
Y|E£Eg# Y%JO« O« YJI*E£* |AE£ gy d /a4 *gg*¥atr#£yY« al£d
J* G*Epyr |E£#*£« | BEO Y | ,J* gy d*#£0%« |[E£y« O]
Y« EVE *&TSZEZE!

f-1{¢c¢Bl a)""NgB Ip2 ))g ")U)f{YNgB Y{¥oopGgNaaA{¢c -I) f
over the years, there is still a long way to go before the African Quarter is
no longer associated with its colonial past. However, with the renaming of
important streets in the area, as shown below, the African Quarter is rewrit
ing urban history from a Black perspective and moving a step closer te alter
ing the perception of Black people in Germany and beyond.

H- a* «O,* |B ,J* r|r+ £]y, |OCYrOIWNOYr ¥ph+y£ JOU #*
W, YWEVr«gy,*# a ,J* YA, J|£
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Remembering Black German Liberation

Ya) IqQN pffa 1) IN2.-{¢& {A ¢)2N2.-pg ) N¥ H¥F{gNpp?a -I
N#o N-2)fA G-)¢ -1) 2¢ )22 {A -1) ¢2. Hpggh{mtNgpg {
Ng ¢ ee #2)) IpY-)¢ '$ 1) ¢2. £pg. ACNNag £pgBi¢)aa
Ng <"« G)¢obpga Ip" "¢% ))g ")A)p-)" Ng a{¥f" ap¢ -
aNBgNgB {A 1) Yc¢)p-& {A B)capNff)2 1) " {od)¢a<a {f-
) U{¢f" Up2a IpgBNgB Nqg)a{¢cp fa ) {oNgB NNot)paN
ing to decolonize the African countries and to unify the peoples who had
been torn apart by arbitrary colonial borders, Pan-Africanism continued to
emerge as a link between many African liberation movements and the Afri
ba "NpaY{¢ph Sqb6f¢)g-Npf Ng -IN?2 Bo{eNgRyt)dNTapq
«7e2 0)¢) fp c Ng-)ff) -¢pf2 pg" U{cc)q2{AIp EipN))"-1)
AC¢N pqg 2-p-) bg" 1) )g" {A ¢p Npf IN)¢hC¢/IN)*"Hqg" )a°
Bois, Marcus Garvey, and George Padmore are considered among the most
important pioneers of this era. However, there were numerous Black fem
NgNa-a 0I{ 0)¢) pfa{ Nqo6fe)g-Npf Ndpgldp{ON8)alA -1)
Maria Mandessi Bell from Cameroon, the sisters Paulette and Jeanne Nardal
from Martinique, Mabel Dove Danquah from Ghana and Claudia Jones from
Y%2“¢NgN"p" po{gB {:-I)¢?2
)-U))g «—"* bg" «—"“ "S¢NgB -1) I)a"pa {A G)¢obq
Bois spent formative years of his young adult life in Berlin, where he studied
b- N¢go {f"- AgNU)¢aN-a& A{c¢o)¢fa cq{tApR FPERN"EN |
¢{cBI{¢ "IN Y)EN{" 1) )aY)etN)q )" Gycd)pcal pfAp 9 .
b ab-N{qg: #'¢ {N?& "« «’eF aN-1 -IN? J¢df) {uFa {N? *
his lived experience as a marginalized Black man in the USA, but also Ger
opga<?® a{ Npf a.¢¢ -¢¢) p- 1) )g" {A 1) & «l-Ddgata
N2op¢ c<@ N")p {A p a{ Npf 2a2.)o rpa aA Pd<NMpNoYf)
legislations, and August Bebel’s foundation of the Social Democratiyg, Pa
¢ {Na ¢)-¢¢q)" { 1) A® pu-)¢ IN BCPpYCAPE N 1)¢
Back home, he did not simply translate German ideas into US thinking; he
also merged aspects of German Romanticism with his own concerns for dis
YqACPpqg IN2)" pg" ¢q")¢YECNUNT)B)" AC¢N pg o0)¢N pg?
Sq " N¢eo {f"- AgNU)¢aN-a pUpc¢")" INpgdq I{qg{¢}
for over 20 years the American Studies Program at the university has been
I{q{¢NgB IN2a f)Bp & UN-I -U{ f) -¢¢) 2)¢N)a¢sd)2a /
pbg" 1) 'N#-NqB¢N2al)" a / "¢ {N2% h) [13¢@)qpe¢)BpaNI
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Department for Culture and Europe and the Historical Commission of Ber
lin, a porcelain memorial plaque for the civil rights activist was undedle
IN& A{¢o)¢ )C¢fNg p""¢)2® p- «CpagN)g? - ¢pfp™"=N§ (B2
a" Ng dpgepea “=*° p Yfpi¢) Up® Ng2-pfiNepa{fly Be{¢cq" Of
AgNU)Ca2N-4<2 opNg ¢Nf"NgB qg)a- -{ -I) )fd-Spgd2-{ 1) «¢
a club for international
a-¢")g-2 ) o)o{
was designed by Hai
tian-born, Berlin-based
b¢-N2. d)pg.Af¢D
and consists of three
glass panels showing &
group photograph of Du
Bois and other students,
Y¢)2asgop fa Ac¢{c
and two later portraits
of the sociologist. Its
color scheme is based ol
1) £pq. ACN pq
thus refers to the Pan-Af
rican movement® 2

"¢ {N® N2 -1
African American to be
"NBgN )" Ng -IN
Humboldt University; he . . i o
ve preg -y oo VIRGRETL GBIECTS ST Qe B s
be honored as a former J* pyOr AOg#OrC |B NAp |g#, ArOU*£«0O, 4 E£.
student. Yet, it is import tV.Y¥«Jy  f*gga
ant to stress that many
young Africans like Maria Mandessi Bell came to Germany during the colonial
YYEN{" -{ ))"¢ b)" ¢ 1) op {¢N-a Uygp)eNNg{¢ch2 {0 ) {
c)ed «-1)¢2 Ac¢)jc)q-fa #)cuU)” pa Nqg-) ¢ YB)? )2 Af{gNAEN pq f
¢)2)pe I )g-)¢2 pg" UN-I 1) {f{aNpf p"oN@pN& &{N{qg {0 )?
ked in the entertainment industry. However, no matter where they came from,

Ut 6G*#*rd, yB*g BAEE #*r ® JYVEI*g|CEEQ*EL* 'A 9O ANr#d@AGE &
2" Z@®ZZ« YYY JA+ *£gOr #* #* £ 1y 8D723I7*rnaJYrAVE+ZEZZ 1
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fp c Y){Yf) U)¢) q)U)¢ A ffa Ng-)Beh-)"YNON{NGpEohq 2{
bate about the so-calledN 2 ) 1) g B Jritixed)marriage laws) that ignited in
the German colonies led to the categories of race and nation intersecting and
forming the foundation of German citizenship law. As a result, German natio
nality could subsequently be gained only through German blood, a fact that
leads a large part of the
German public to conti
nue to perceive Black and
German as an oxymoron
L 1) Y¢)2)g- "pa #/f.Yap:
eb 2001).

*q) ACN pg UI{
came to Germany from
Cameroon at the age of
20 was Martin Dibobe.
“{B)-1)¢ UN-I {1)¢ ACc]
cans he was “exhibited”
for six months at the

{f{gNpf 2al{U Nq %¢)Y
tower Park, mentioned
above. Following this,

) 2-p&)" Ng 1) a)Nop¢
Republic, as Germany
was called during the
FOCAE* o » J* *r £yr * | ,J* *mt,r,em?r years Ot ! J*«
VlE Or 3% *£gOr #0«.£0 | |8 r&-Aled grde %P}t aé’%ﬁ]) SgyEC*
J|,|CEy J |B G*£pyrao« y£« gy d- dip/CNu)*ﬁ)Nq‘)E cF-N)Y2 + |
rye,0r "0 | * £J],|CEY J 1y, y«Iy odrdd "i‘/vorking for the

Y¢CfNg ¢pNfUpa Ngqg o~

#eB¢q-{a) «°7-% YI{-{B¢pYIl {A INo NgdN#®) 2gpM¢co N

p2) {A 1) )¢fNg 2¢ Upa 2-p-N{g Npff)PAIfEafc)ME 1)
However, it is unclear how or why this memorial is actually there.

Presumably, the photograph was not primarily set up to commemorate

fp c Y¢)2)a ) Ng G)¢opga ¢ -{)a{-N2&w) 'ANe{N)pp> )
-¢pNg "¢NU)¢ UI{ pfa{ ) po) p f{ pbf )f) ENg-a{Sgp +"=-
meroon on behalf of the Reich government, where he was to consult in the
construction of the local railway. But during his stay, he became aware of the
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social and economic injustices of the colonial system and returned to Germa
ga -{ Bl- A{¢ )j¢cpf ¢NBI-2 {A A¢N pg? "gNgWRIB2-1) h)pBy¢
A{¢q")" Ng «"+* pqg" ) {oNgB p -NU) Ngp ¢l)aG4BMEpF ')o{ ¢p-
Against the backdrop of the forthcoming end to German colonial rule in
Africa and the budding colonial revisionist propaganda of the Nationeia®o
N&-& pa-)¢ a{¢f” ap¢ »q) "N {) #)g- p f)--)d& -§3)}9 a)Nop¢ tp
fa pg" p {¢¢)2Y{q"NgB Y)-N-N{q -{ -1)BIgN la{ff@RpA-0 ) 2
pbg" «= {-1)¢ fp c G)¢tobqg 0)g Ng d¢q) «"JopN{W)dB ¢ pf-I{cE
equal rights for Africans and PAD, Martin Dibobe and his followers committed
{ 1) A{¢co)¢e Ye{:) -N{g -¢)p-N)2 {A +——{Upt {B"-1Jq2-N-¢-)
German Reich over Cameroon and therefore argued for Germany retaining its
colonies; an ambiguous decision. Accordingly, the signatories took a vow of
loyalty and expressed the hope that the treatment of Black people living in the
country would be better than under the imperial government (Gerbing 2010)
t)N-1)¢ -1) a)Nop¢ tp-N{gpf 22)o fa q{¢ NIQNIN & {f{gNp
¢)2Y{a")" )a {q dpgch¢a = 7' 1) B)C2HMTf)® Yac)p-a
through which Germany lost its colonies to the other colonial powers. Shortly
pa-)¢ N {) Up2 fpN" {0A p- -1) )CiNd)¢)chNdUPANY" Yip
home country, however, the now French colony of Cameroon would not let
INo )g-)¢ pbg" 'N {) Up® A{¢ )" { o{U) -{ kN gpNp )¢) IN?
Apff Nqg-{ { TNUN{q -)¢ fp c {¢BpNNIpNKBGP XDaAp PN ¢ fL
commemorative plaque equivalent to the one for Du Bois was put up at his
A{¢o)¢ I{o) p- f¢Bf)c2-¢pT) ““ Ng )CfNg ‘£¢)pidhd)¢c )¢B {
U)tapta {g s -{ )¢ 'e ‘ece # plpgBCh" ‘eee$
But despite rewriting colonial history from a Black perspective, the city
continues to hold numerous remnants of German colonialism that are not

{{ BCp-NAANQB Fe¢{o e——" -{ +"*e -1) PELIEN) AP {{¢a OF
b-)" N-2 Y¢{"¢ -N{g Ap NfN-N)2 -{ -q)fORp¢cY¢BN.N)TA): Nq
¢NgB"poo *.”— UIN | N2 a.Nff qpo)" p{A)¢)N¢p {NpPA ¢N-I

stereotype of the advertising character of the “chocolate-brown Savtitti
#p"U)¢-NaNgB j¢{-)$ Ip" ))g BE{UNQgBgaMg“)N-I)Ugaea 2af .
redesigned as the “Sarotti magician of the senses”. Instead of carrying a

serving tray in his hand, he now throws stars into the air while standing on a

¢)2 )a- o{{a IN22cNg {f{¢ B{f")g Ng2-)p" {A ¢{Uq #f{pf

H° 6 *£gOr |«,d|g|rOyg /E£Orr*£ArQ® Y£ sJ£ Q7O |pTCHAJU*
LOlr«+C*« JO J,*r #* *£90r+ |« ,d|g|#OYJ+*£0rr*£ArC+yr+py£,0


https://migrations-geschichten.de/berlin-postkolonial-erinnerung-an-martin-dibobe/
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) "N2 ¢NoNgp-{¢a o)pgNgB {A 1) r.U{¢" ptf?) -¢p )"
NfN-& -{Up¢" gq{g. 1¢N2-Npg? Ng -I) )m{fd -N{tt Yp2cca
eventually replaced by racist biological arguments in the course of the Euro
Y)bqg /qfNBI-)go)g- ) G)¢opq YINf{a{YI)¢ Soopqgye)f fp
spread the view that Black people could be educated only as servants, an idea
that supported the degradation of Black people and underlinedvitord’s
derogatory meaning. According to analysis by numerous linguists, the wor
has always had a negative connotation, which is why it is abbreviated to the
f)--)¢ 9r: -{"pa # ¢q"- ‘eee$ ¢q"- 2;BB)?2.2

Yo J* *Ep «J|Ag# * #*g*,*# YO,J|A, £* gWEp*r, *
y#|a0 Vg .| g||d BI£ §y «A «,O,A,* B|£ y £yr@«, *£
«A « O,A * r**#« dr|Yg*#C* |B yr 6y U DO G E P O,
| E* E|#A * O, « V £*«Ag, V *E£p X dYIPDg*« A«*
yr# | |E.£VA J*OE£ «A |«*# «A *£0|HO A£0%, V «]|cC
ZE~=!

Another remnant of German colonialism is the so-called “Herero stone” in

the New Garrison Cemetery in Berlin-Neukdlln, a large granite boulder tha

Up2 of{U)" -1)¢) Ng «"=’ A¢{o p pc¢c¢p c2 Ng)PE)L)i )¢B

German soldiers of the® | ¢ -1 - ¢(gryt&¥clion force) who participated in
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Renaming Streets and Rewriting Urban History
In central Berlin, the above-mentioned Congo Conference was held in the
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the Netherlands, Portugal, Russia, Spain, and Sweden-Norway — to-nego
tiate previous and future territories and to establish free trade and trading
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formed the basis for
the colonization of
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ing social, economic 1}
or political structures. g
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mation board stands g
where the former
chancellery was
located and reminds
tourists and locals®
alike of this episode
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stories of Germany’s past. Researched by German historian Laurenz Demps for
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exhibition that took place in 2007. However, a lot of imagination is require

when searching for traces of the past, as Berlin's modern buildings provide no
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ricans to the Americas and the Caribbean, and losing many more in the pro

cess, the fort became a deadly point of no return characterized by Germany’s
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colonialism and enslavement as the main causes of modern racism at the
world conference in Durban in 2001. Following the initiative of members of
the community, postcolonial organizations, and civil society, inchg the
Initiative of Black People in Germany (ISD) who had come together under the
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https://blackcentraleurope.com/sources/1500-1750/founding-a-slave-trading-colony-in-west-africa-1682-1683/
https://blackcentraleurope.com/sources/1500-1750/founding-a-slave-trading-colony-in-west-africa-1682-1683/
https://gruene-xhain.de/umbenennung-des-groebenufer-in-may-ayim-ufer-hier-may-ayim-ufer-aus-postkolonialer-aufklaerungs-und-erinnerungsperspektive-gestalten/
https://gruene-xhain.de/umbenennung-des-groebenufer-in-may-ayim-ufer-hier-may-ayim-ufer-aus-postkolonialer-aufklaerungs-und-erinnerungsperspektive-gestalten/
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and an interest in the city as a whole. Additionally, this person must have died
o{¢) -1pqg U) a)pe¢? Ye¢)UN{c2fa pq" -1) ¢H)2 fap)g--1p- -1) I
must not be changed and that women should be given greater consideration.
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She can be considered the most prominent representative of the Afro-German
movement.
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African Quarter and create a pro-African district in the heart of Berlin, with
Petersallee, between MiillerstralRe and Nachtigalplatz, renamed Anna-Mun
Beaqp. ff))  agp reqBeqgp Up? -1) ¢2- AYo[E) W@)¢{ b

the Namibian independence movement against the occupationettun

., SrB|E£py.Ofry |A, ,J* £*rypOrC |BE «*£ 01 @ Q# Qr'C BEOgDT¥ A
J.. « YYY *£gOr #* dAr« +Ar#+BEQAEHPO J P« EVO IO |
..E. J
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https://www.berlin.de/kunst-und-kultur-mitte/geschichte/afrikanisches-viertel-609903.php
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Duala Manga Bell, the king of the Duala people in Cameroon and the leader
of the resistance against the illegal expulsion of the Duala from their tra
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the East African coastal population, was also renamed in the spfiag21.
Instead of a colonial ruler, the street now carries the name of Lucy Lameck,
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rican ideal’?Renaming streets allows the perspective of African people or
groups and PAD to be inscribed as subjects — and not objects or victims —
into national urban history.

However, the community’s project of the heart remains the renaming o
M*stral3e, which refers to the racist name for Black people mentioned above,
something that has been demanded by the Black community for more than
two decades. According to the city chronicler Friedrich Nicolai, it was dame
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festival at the underground station in Berlin-Mitte organized by associ
ations from the Black community. As the street name is directly linked
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https://www.berlin.de/ba-neukoelln/aktuelles/veranstaltungen/die-neue-lucy-lameck-strasse-umbenennung-und-rahmenprogramm-1075274.php
https://www.berlin.de/ba-neukoelln/aktuelles/veranstaltungen/die-neue-lucy-lameck-strasse-umbenennung-und-rahmenprogramm-1075274.php
https://www.berlin.de/ba-neukoelln/aktuelles/veranstaltungen/die-neue-lucy-lameck-strasse-umbenennung-und-rahmenprogramm-1075274.php
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to the history of enslavement, the event takes place close to August 22/23,
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residential but there are also
numerous companies (e.g. a
Hilton hotel) and institutions
located there, including the
embassies of Peru, Chile, and
Lichtenstein.

{28) p¢B¢NgB A{¢c -1) 2.¢)

to be renamed, including Bund
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believe that the “M” word is not racist, the district assembly of BerlitteMi
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2021: At the time of writing, the rededication and renaming ceremony have
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Since 2020, the association Decolonize Berlin has been committed to cri

tically examining the past and present of colonialism and racism in the city.

Some 250 people from 30 associations, some of which are Black, individual
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https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-53348129
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tions have so far taken part in the participatory process in order to formulate
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i)a -1) ¢2. ¢)Fewe¥der, let us not forget that we might have moved a
meaningful step forward, but there is still a long way to go until Berlin’s past

ceases to cast a shadow on the future of Black people in Berlin, Germany, and
beyond.
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Black Brussels
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) ¢)2¢,¢B)q ) Ng 1) Bf{ pf A{ ¢2 {q ¢p N2ofMB{{ANgB 1)
G){¢B) Ff{a" Ng 1) A® Nq rpa ‘s« Upa pfta{{®)o6lf) -)" {q -I
Belgian capital, Brussels. And while Floyd's death was the initiating event
that brought together a diverse crowd of 15,000-20,000 people on June 7
2020, under the banner of Black Lives Matter, the demonstration was also
an opportunity to bring to the fore a decades-long antiracism struggle that
had been ignored for too long by authorities and established media. A taboo
bYY)pe)" -{ 1p0) ))g fNG-)" pf-1{¢cBI N- N¥)eH{ )pc¢fa -{ 2
UNff ) p fp2-NgB )0A) - 2 p ¢)agf- )fp)t -JfBNbEg? 2¢"")
a critical role in understanding how to shape a more inclusive and antiracist
A¢g-¢¢) q" UINF) ¢q-Nf ¢) )g-fa NodWNBMEIN{Y Ipd" ¢f-¢
been the only legitimate ways to speak about racism, the acknowledgment of
the colonial past, which includes addressing the traces of that colonial past
in public space, achieved a central position in the struggle against racism

Sqg "NoA)¢)g- Upa? 1) o{q¢o)q-? Yfpi¢)y-3{h-¢)2 )
the colonial past have become tools for the struggle against systemic racism,
the advocacy of the African diaspora’s interests, and the legitimationeof th
African diaspora in the public sphere. Symbols of racial oppressioludnc

NgB 2-p-¢)2 {A fNgB h){Y{f" SS UI{ Upa{a)dN{fdNNg® A{¢ -I
{A A¢N pg?2 "¢¢NgB IN2 ¢¢f) 1pU) f)BNpNopu)fa ) {o) N
more than a decade of acts that were considered vandalism, such as defacing
ba" "p¢ NgB fNgB h){Y{f" SS @.p-¢)2 parefdBU{{f{aNpf 2ac
Belgium with red paint, in June 2020 the authorities decided to remove a
bust of Leopold Il in Brussels and one in Ghent, as well as a statue in the city
{A q-U)ey ) fp--)¢ Up= 2)- {g ¢) )A{¢) N"Fp? -pc)ag "{

toward these problematic symbols seemed to be changing.
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ent in the Low Countries (Belgium and the Netherlands) since the Renais
sance (Earle and Lowe 2010; Hondius 2011; 2008), although their numbers
IpU) ))a 2¢ 2-pg-Npf {qfa aNg ) -I) «""B2p S el){A™".2
fp {¢ A{ff{UNQgB a{¢f" ap¢ ¥%U{ )fBNi o oM a{¢NooN
N-2 Ng"¢2-¢a pg" NgAcha-¢¢ -¢¢) #BpyF)pqUINfpfc
opga a)2-)¢q /¢¢{Y)pba B{U)¢qo)q-a 1{?) -{ ¢)N& N - U{
colonies, Belgium did not; instead, it arranged with Mediterranean eoun
-¢N)2 -{ ¢NgB Ng -)oY{¢tpctca U{cc)ca #') @D -pPes+ée hpc
)p fee” rp¢-Nq)ff{ pg” {)p "ee’$ N2 2 1)d) Oflg & NNof TN q)
Y{fN & 2 /Up pg" /¢Nc ®UaqB)"{¢cU )aYfpNq
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LO|r 'AEOrC}J* |lg|rOyg *E£O|# pOCEga@|OpP.*¢gCCc
6y OVygga ,J*E* Yy« r| pOCEY, O|r O®YEIE+#TAY yr:

N2 Up2 A{¢ -U{ ¢)pa{g® ¢ p 21{¢-pB) -EANP{pa)t> A
pBEN ¢f-¢e¢pf )aYT{N-p-N{g {A {gB{ M-GRIANNg{gF)Ns""
erable internal forced migration within Congo; and second, a concern that
Congolese immigration would undermine the imagined racial homoggnei
{A )IBN¢o #fpBqg* ‘eee o8 2 p ¢)asf- BN BpYE)2)c
limited mostly to students and diplomats from Congo, Rwanda, and Burundi
¢q-Nf 1) «"—e2 # ¢qp¢- bg" )eYY)g? ‘s+7)opPope. ). |
‘ee’p GC*B{NGC) ‘eee fpBqg* ‘eee rpa{a{ N NIN-& NG
1) ¢)BN{q A{ff{UNgB -1) Upbg"pqg B)g{ Ny NNg ™" —1) £
ba" -1) )a®¢NgB ")Up?-p-NgB Up¢? Ng {gBpUx{ay )" |

{aB{f)?) {Upa"pg?® pqg" ¢¢¢q"Npg? -{ 2)-"FP NSIq )FBN¢
addition, other African immigrants joined the growing population.

wu{"pa -1) q¢o )¢ {A £){Yf) {A AC¢N pg "2 )NF-ME£ '$ N
mated to be about 250,000 (Demart et al. 2017). However, they are not one

{oo¢gN-a Y)e 2) ¢- ¢p-1)¢ 2)U)epf {ooAyN)N)Y{eq) { -
¢N)® {A {¢NBNqg I{o) fpaB¢pB)? ¢)BUBDNN{G POPTNP{N{
ries, family histories, educational backgrounds, etc. Yet, they appear te shar
a common experience of racialization, what Pap Ndiaye, called “a comynunit
{A )AY)CN)q ): #t"Npa) ‘=«"$ ) F¢)q | ¢{ W{E{PBR2-NG{¢c
France, who was appointed Minister of Education and Youth by French Pres
ident Emmanuel Macron in 2022, said that they share a common interest in
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addressing racism and the colonial legacy. However, racism and its link with
coloniality has been partially obscured because, in Belgium, discourses of
diversity, multiculturalism, racism, etc. have been dominated by a focus on
)IBNpg? {A r{¢{ bg pg" Yag¢cN2l {¢NBNp?* fEL?fNdgoY)" -{
#')op¢. ). pf tee— ¢qbci- bg" )eYV)a® toighfNA N22g)a
and racial discrimination are essentially understood in cultural, gielis,
and migratory terms, erasing the coloniality of power that informs the logics
{A ¢p N%0 # A ¥¢N'pag{ ‘e 2 p {qg%tcAd{p P)FBNc0 #¢0
book example of “white amnesia” (cf. Hesse 2002) in which Black resistance
against colonialism is forgotten. Moreover, Belgians like to think of them
a)fu)a pa Ype¢- {A p 2opff Ng3NBgN pp- Ipg"pr{oNethra qp-N
historical impact (Mincke 2016). Consequently, they are usually usagia
the atrocities Belgian governments, businesses, and industries weré/éd/o
in to create the wealth the nation knows today. Still, although Belgium st it
colonial possessions 60 years ago, the spirit of colonization is still to be found
in the streets of its cities, undoubtedly so in Brussels (Njall Soiresse 2017).

)¢) pe) b f{- {A YIaaN pf -¢p )2 {A 1) {feafN\pf Yp2- Ng
aYp ) UN-I p INBI {g)gq-¢p-N{qg Ng 3TL22)¥)a'MqBR-pqgpe¢"
{g {U {a) {¢q-2 -1)o -1)¢) pe¢) p- f)pa. —“1DaWMNN- ¢)A)¢
to people and places linked to Belgian colonization (Jacobs 2018), although
Lucas Catherine, a Belgian historian, counts 101 places, just includasg st
names that refer to men directly responsible for the colonial endeavor along
with numerous buildings, squares, and avenues that do not refer directly to
colonialism but were built as a direct consequence of coloma({Sather
ine 2006). Meanwhile, since the early 2000s, several actisgications
and community organizations in Brussels, whose members are nbgjori
but not exclusively, of African descent, have been at the forefront of making
1) fp cYe¢)2)g ) pbg" -1) @aNBgN pqg ) {A)pl9" f@{®)aY)eN)q
recent publications explore the history and achievements of these organiza
‘N{q® #G¢*B{N¢) fpqg{ pagb pq" ")op¢- """ ¢phajpcc)fp)¢) p
2020). But there is still a lot of work that needs to be done, and addressing in
")-pNf 1) 2 Npf aNBgN pqg ) {A -1)?) {IGBp)pYeBN{q?® pg" |
would exceed the focus of this chapter. However, the celebration of the 50
years of independence of Congo in 2010 can be considered a key moment in
bringing that legacy into the mainstream (cf. Demart and Abrassart 2016). In
the process, the role of public space, and of a Brussels urbarcégedthat
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is scattered with traces of colonialism, has served as a medium for making
coloniality and racism visible and a subject to be addressed in earnest.
JoA{¢-2 -{ ") {f{aNi) Y¢ fN 2Yp ) Ng ¢f&2)fR2) bo)
N f) Ng ‘se— pf-I{¢BI 1) ¢2. Yg fN p -Nfg)2Neg?2 -{ |
2005 following the decision to renovate thég ¢ 0)q- p¢éa EN{ggN)¢ca )fl
CongdMonument to the Belgian Pioneers in Congo) in the Parc du Ciaquan
JgpN¢) N{U)U)¢ ‘ee— Up2 p fpg"optc axp'¢p abN-)¢ Y
Na. *{YINf) ") GN¢pe" Y)CA{¢c0o)" p C¢N-Nl)pigB) {A Y¢
equestrian statue of Leopold Il on Place de la Nation (formerly known as
£fp ) "¢ ¥cteq)$ & fNo NgB N- pg" YPNQgNNYBI INNaG)" /
1) ¢2. {oo)o{¢p-N{q {A -1) Aqcq{Uq {qB{f)*)a®{f"N)¢
Black associations, took place at the Memorial for the African Campaign (se
FNB¢¢) * °$ # p-1)ENqg) “ee— )q ep {¢q"pa) ®H2ape.
decolonial Brussels city tour was organized, explicitly denouncing thie m
derous aspects of Belgian colonization (Imbach 2008).
¢ {A -I) fp--)¢ )o)eB)" r h' # {ff) -NA r*of{N¢) {f{q
contre les Discriminations) pqg Nqgof¢e)g-Npf ¢qNg {¢Y{¢cp-)" paa
Pan-African activists from all parts of Belgium. Its members were intial
exclusively PAD, and, as its name makes clear, the collective makes explicit
1) pff -{{ {G-)a NBqg{¢)" fNqc )-U))a {fBBENpHhBBKNAE-pa
¢p N2o ) {ff) -NU) Ipff)gB)® b opNqg?-¢)pN"-¢¥a"NqB
UIN I N2 No ¢)" UN-I NopB)2 -1p- -{{ {u-)g VOHE)q- {f{
fya- “%{"pa r h" {q-Nqg¢)? -{ {¢BpgNi) B¢NNBIN-& -{,
the violent, racist, and exploitative aspects of the colonial past and arelaime
p- Ipff)aBNgB p A¢)j¢)q-fa Bf{eN )" {o{f{\uNpFN=¢a |
(Imbach 2008). For example, CMCLD has pushed for the display of plaques
with information that would contextualize certain street names and mon
uments, for the renaming of existing infrastructure, and for the establish
ment of new infrastructure with names of people — and, most importantly,
of women — who fought against colonization and for the freedom of people.
However, there seems to be considerable resistance among politicians as
well as in the media. Advocacy to address the colonial patrimony and the
traces of Belgium’'s colonial past, in order to understand curfenns of
inequality and discrimination, has been going on for more than a decade,
¢ UN-1 U)ca fN--f) )OA) - Ng Y{IN-NNhfc"Y NTN{g"Npc
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courses (Lismond-Mertes 2018). It appears simpler to honor the South Afri
can President Nelson Mandela by naming the new Brussels rugbystad

the Nelson Mandela Stadium, or to condemn US and French imperialism,
than to have an honest conversation about Belgium’s colonial aberrations.
It also seems easier in Brussels today to glorify those who oppressed and
exploited rather than to honor those who fought for freedom and equality
#t pff ®{N¢)22a) ‘ee—$ 2 |Nff) r )o ) UEN-)2

“J* g|rC JApOgOy,O|r |B gy d« yrgQJr0 00 A]@%*tTr OgC
g*, . *E« |r [ J* *r Of£* «AEBY * |B ,J* ,*E£O_|£4 r *p * Z

As the advocacy for a recontextualization of several colonial monumests ha
progressed, so too has investment in the creation and consolidation of new
traces of the Black presence in Brussels.

Matonge: Where Black Belgians Meet

*q) {A -1) o{® NoY{¢-pg:- NoYE¢NQg-? Ip?) By)\MBg {¢BpgN pfi
hood of Matonge, which itself is now home to two important symbolic mark

ers of the Black presence in Brussels — Lumumba Square and a prominent

artwork, both discussed below. Matonge takes its name from a lively and
Ap2IN{gp f) q)NBI {¢I1{{" Ng fNg2Ilp2p #)3)Y@pek{td¢) {qB{
pba" t"{o {f{ 0¢2N -{{c ¢{{- pg" Ul)¢) pe¢-N=2-2q*¢ | p2 £pYp
f{o <f{oN") )o)¢B)" ¢¢22a)fa< rp-{qB) U)INSEAN®#)2N.;p-)"
municipality at the Porte de Namur (Namur Gate), developed in the late

*7ee@ Nqg 1) pe¢)p #c¢¢{cq"NgB 1) A¢N3Iqg N{ATN#")op¢-
can House was a residence for students from the Belgian Congo, established

when the Belgian authorities started timidly to accept Congolese to study at

Belgian institutions of higher learning.

{g2)i¢)g-fa 1) ¢Nf*NgB ) po) -1) ¢2qBYf)N)gB Yfp ) {
-¢")q-2 UI{ fNU)" Ng ¢¢c2a)fa a-)¢ 1) Ng"qgYyne1)q ) {A {
borhood became a place of reference, with boutiques, hairdressers, grocer
ies specializing in African food products, restaurants, and bars; it became
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area emerged from the fact that African students were assigned to live there,
it never became a space of predominantly Black residence (Demar).2013a
Indeed, residents of African descent are estimated to constitute only-8 per
)g- {A 1) Y){Yf) UI{ fNU) Nq rp-{gB) #®U&qB})"$.U bq"
F¢{o -1) +7««2 {qUbp¢" rp-{qB) ) po) ¢2- pcB Af)o{> b
for Africans living in or visiting Belgium, a social and economic center, not a
place to necessarily settle. Matonge “functions, both symaidyiand mate
rially, as a key signifying place in the construction of Congolese diaspora
N")g-N-a UINf) 2IpYNgB p q)U A{¢o {A ;Bf{ pB< ¢ ¢ pql
YE)A{¢) N- N2 gq{- 2;,¢YCNaNqgB -Ip- -)NPAqQ)MNBd {¢I{.
political mobilization (Demart 2013b) and also the location of the two
o{2- ¢)opc¢tcp f) )AYfN N- NoY¢Nqg-2 {A #Fpqd -Yi)Rgq ) |
héeo¢go p ®jgpe) #2)) FNB¢e¢) * “$ ¢ pfa{)PFi{ep¢) s 0)-)
1) BNBpg-N ¢)Ye¢{"¢ -N{g {A p I1*¢N @Fo-p ANPH" ) {
in the infamous Africa Museum, in the Afropea exhibition room that focuses
on the history of the African presence in Belgium. Entitlep - {gB)1Sa)ff)?2
£E{¢C.) ") thbo¢ ¢ E£{¢ - (Matdndd-Ixe{lest Gate of Namur! Gate of
h{U) $ N- Up? Nqg?-pff)" {q d¢q) ™ ‘oo {q NI)" N@pBfH {A
an important crossing in the neighborhood. It was the result of a long strug
Bf) & "NoA)¢)q- p23{ Np-N{g?® po{qB -iNgcjyUje¢Hj UN
ACN pg "NpaY{¢p pg" N- ¢)Y¢)3)g-2 -1) Pyec&qe?- )a
JoY{¢pta p¢- Ng p ¢¢22)fa Y fN 2aYpa) #) U{dcs o
Up2 o)pg- -{ ) -1)¢) -)oY{¢pe¢Nfa S- "N2pY)p§p" Ac{c
1) ¢)gq{Up-N{q {A -1) ¢Nf'NgB N- {q )ptf)"opNjU)0)¢ )
)2-p N2 1) U{¢c {A p¢- Y)¢opq)qg-fa pg')NAE)p)eq)" |
{A pg{:1)¢ ¢Nf"NgB p- 1) 2po) ¢{22NgB UV pa" Ipe?
Ip¢ead*) "<Sa)ff)a p- 1) £{¢.) ") tho¢¢ # {¢l {¢ "*o°$
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Matonge in Brussels, showing in the rear a mixed crowd of Black, Brown and
UIN-) Y){Yf) ffNgB N-2 2.¢))-2 pbg" Nqg"dNda f{a pY)j¥f)
¢p ) UINf) Up- INgB {-1)¢2 ) A¢)2 {<?® YINGd -M{aNDp={Y|
trigger an intercultural dialogue at the heart of the Matonge neighborhaod
urban space that is renowned for its African imprint and is a meeting place no
only for Blacks but for many Asians and South Americans (CEC 2002; Demart
‘ee’p$ ) Ye{') - Up? pfa{ Ype- {A p o \NE b {¥L{{Bch)IN-

which was led by the Ixelles municipality in collaboration with associatio
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f{ pf 21{Yc))Y)e2 pg" ¢)2N")q-2 / # {{Ye®R®NEy PYc b-N{q
tGe )2-p fN2I)" Ng "=+ -1p- A{ ¢2)® {a §{YPpab-Nfy )"¢ p-N
¢¢) NqUN-)" -1) Ng-)¢qb-N{qpffa ApoN:.®péqB{Haype-N2-
b-) p YPNg-NgB Ng2YN¢)" & 1) g)NBI {¢Id{Uq &N ®po p N
paintings showing and commenting on everyday life in Congo, almost alway

including text in French and Lingala. Samba’s work highlights social prable

such as poverty, corruption, racism, sexism, health, and crime. Hea@ead

that he seeks to appeal to people’s conscience and that artists must make peo

ple think. Moreover, Samba has been invested in nourishing and refashioning

a common identity across the African diaspora and he usually paints himsel

pb- 1) )a-)¢ {A IN2 UNa;pf 3{ Npf {00)g-p¢N)? #®po p pq" r

R=as
1.\‘ \l.l‘kh‘l"" |
FOCAE* Z « J+£0 ®yp Y9« £|£,* #* typAE E£|£, #* g9 p|AE BEf*«
£J|,|CEy J ®O | 'ACYOiy fyr| yry

N2 U{¢c {A p¢- N2 gq{ "NOA)C)g- N- A)pb¢ N2 -pUNFIA.Y{C
text in French and Lingala commenting on what Matonge is and represents.
Ag")eq)p-1 -1) a)fA.Y{¢-¢pN- p¢) -1) Uf¢"a

ry,[rC*(sa*gg*« Gy,* |B typAE GYy,* §BAh4UY*S JyU~ |
Y|£g# r*U*E JyU* S «**r y 0,48 gOd* *EA«|la Ty« Yr# § r*(
Or Sa*gg*« YJ*£* *U*£4 |#4 Or,*£y .« YQQL OHBKEL£A |#4
Or JO« r*OCJ [EJ||# Vg]|r*! 'O6Yy Ag, . F#y«CEO * Or |r*
O« ( £A««*g« |£ E£A««*g« O, «*gB ««FH« g« YEG HOp, J(

YEyr«gy,*# a J* YA J|£ Sr JY*|EOLOrygt*6myp ArfC* €A Y #*
g9 pl|AE d9yO «Ogg|rr+ g* p|r#* *1JOJE* afmppO « A& *rgPgrx B A Akr:
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)y2) U{¢"2 a))o -{ 2-¢pNBI-A{¢Upc¢"fa YCcpMI) Afg 22a)fa
their multiculturalism, but stating that Brussels is mythicahd a para
"N2) ¢)U)pfa p )¢-pNg N¢{qga {¢ )U)q 2p¢ -f&8) ) Bp:)
is the old city gate whose name refers to the town of Namur to the south
{A ¢¢aa)fa N2 N2 pfal -1) gpo) {A 1) ofY&{BIpeN{q b
{q) 2l{¢f" pfNBI- NA UNaN-NgB rp-{gB) oYqpa) tpo¢¢
rhyme withamour(love), but Samba doesn’t claim that the Porte de Namur
is a gate of love. Rather, he questions it and wonders whethem iheauch
b Yfp ) N2 po NB¢N-& N2 pff -1) o{¢) p¥prpg)ql) ) pe®
bright colors, the smile on Samba’s face, and the crowd give an impression of
happiness and postracial conviviality. However, this combines withxa te

Ng UIN | pg {f")¢ UIN-) opqg 2pa?2 9alp:- Sq2))Ul)m) as;¢Y
"{ ACN pq? as)ell as comments such as “l don't like to stay too long
in this neighborhood® pg" 9 N2 gq)NBI {¢I{{Xbdtalsh trop ") ":
have to be in a society where everybody’s mixing.”

As a result, this impressive work of art that dominates the urban-land

scape of Matonge expresses the tensions and contradictions that are con
nected to a multicultural context that is imbricated with a colonial legacy.

)¢) N2 q{ qpuU) )f) ¢p-N{g {A p 2¢V)V§2))€a Y2 -gp N
honest engagement with the past, the present, and the future, in which Black
and white Belgians are not only onlookers but participants who interact with
each other, acknowledge racism, but also envision a common tomorrow.
Meanwhile, the 12 by 15 meter reproduction that hangs on the front of a large
building has become iconic, not only of the Matonge neighborhood and the
African diaspora in Brussels but also of Brussels as a whole. It appears to be
there to stay, unmoved for a decade now, and cherished by the majority of

CAYE O*E |pp* ry,|rC* #9Sa*gg*« |1 AA #Y* E|E#T V<O |ghagO,
#yr« * «*Ag CAYE O*E£! 'O6Yy Og* #* i+ |ECOET *£ AMar @g * « *| A
EAa*gg*« *gg*+p/p* £Aa*gg*« Yigr U OIggy|wd, JPEA#OERE
ZEEZ !
YiEYr«gy,*# & ,J* YA, J|£ Sr ,J*QEDCOImrg 6** A &A U #C
BEO yOr« gO«*r +0g« 7
1 YEyr«gy,*# A4 ,J* YA, J|E Sr [ J*FBCYQrgg* pbé &* #PrixO p* ¢ A
O*f 7
° YEyr«gy,*# & ,J* YA J|E Sr ,J* |[EOCOryg 6 * ¢CAyYyE£ O*£ *
» VaEYr«gy . *# & J* YA, J|E£ Sr I« |BAOCOrPg-, 6Sd BRA gF Hir
«* plg* 7
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Brussels’ citizens for the honesty, ambiguities, contradictions, angiters
it expresses.

Black Voices of Resistance

) Yeal -{ ¢)p:) p U{N ) A{¢ ACN bg? Nq -XfBNN& pg ) -¢
N&.- £p¢f £pqg”p Fpbeagpagp # A Y2IN-cqBeapeal® Nigtg Ng --
pba. {qB{ 1) -¢pU)f)" -{ )fBN¢o Ng "+« bl fof{dNraNgB p |
Ul{ "N)" 2I{¢-fa pua-)¢ IN2 pe¢¢NUpf FReEqpP'@ap{Apa)Yfp )" N
man’s sister and was educated at the School of Horticulture and Agriculture
Ng BNfO{{¢") b ¢gaa)fa az o¢ 2, 2%i))g-haN{{m-NMgcNgB
Epe¢N2 p- pg Ng2-N-¢-) A{¢ -¢{YN pf pBGN ¢fec) {r-al)q a{ef
1) JafN2-)" Ng -1) {qB{f)2) RB{f¢q-))¢ {¢Y?2 pd{q)¢ho) p G)¢
{A Up¢ Ng ¢B¢?- «"+" ¢)opNgNgB Ng GHtep@ae q-Nf -1)
‘ee®$ eq IN2 ¢)-o¢q -{ )fBN¢o 1) ) pgNdEfd)” Ng Y{fN
the Union Congolaise in Brussels and “became known in Belgium and abroad
A{¢ aY)pcNQgB {¢- A{¢ ACN pg ¢NBI:-2: #®-pqgp¢" ‘eee o
/b 1 a)pe "¢¢NgB 1) {oo)o{¢h-N{g {A d)"p¥ -p¢) {A ¥p
-, ¢qNgB Y{Ng:- Ng a{¢f" ap¢ +q) pu-)¢ Gt tpiaka ")A)p- |
{gB{f)2) -¢{{Y2 Yfpa)" b c)a ¢{f) # p-1)¢eMq))fIBH £pqg"p |
tion of the Union Congolaise to the Grand Place in Brussels asking for recog
qN-N{g {A -1) A¢N pqg Upc¢ )oA{¢ - /IN3)mfHap g~ '~ p-
ument paying tribute to the Congolese soldiers who died during the war was
Nap¢Beth-)" Ng h*{Y{f"OUNff) #Y¢)2)q-."WapFNA2LpEpS 1)
)fBNpg {gB{ gbo)" pu-)¢ fNgB h){Y{f" Sgecay{U)U)¢ UI)
to Congo, he died in mysterious circumstances, most probably by poisoning.
Nobody knows who was responsible for his death, but what is known is that
Farnana was disliked by the authorities and was considered to be a-Congo
lese who upset the colonial order.
NN&-{¢Npqg?® p¢B¢) -Ip- N- N* ) pbe?) {A RpBgpbgp "¢ )"
lese intellectual, and his activism for African rights that Belgian authesit
enacted a policy of isolation, prohibiting Congolese from immigrating te Bel

BN¢o Ng {¢")¢ -{ pUO{N" N")p2 a¢ | pa Ac¢))){o¢pypa)ichfN-a

Yy ®@** J* ZE-e+e #| Ap*r, y£4a Pandafimah@ «h Gohgblais qui dédrange
J,, « YYY alAA* |p Yy, J Upt¢ "r*£S


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bNpqcC8MerI
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bc {-1) {f{aa #®-pgp¢" ‘eee fpBq* ‘ces)U)po -pjp
Black subject — note, not citizen — of the Belgian kingdom cargthto play
a{- {afa pg NoY{¢-pqg- ) {g{oN ¢{f) ¢ " ONGE-hf&" a
one. An estimated 22,000 soldiers and carriers of the Force Pupligubey
were called, fought in Ethiopia alongside British troops and particigate
YaAY)"N-N{q2 -{ a)2- A¢N p /BavyY- d{¢tph ®AGNpPCScp
members were denied the right to march as victors alongside Allied troops
Ng -1) N-N)2 {A /¢¢{Y) ) )IBNpqg B{Uf&qgp)gy--Ng )an
afraid that the honoring of Congolese troops might trigger political ideas
Ipe U{ef" ){Ype"Ni) -1) {f{gNpf pVpNghfNe$ {¢cU)yc# ¢
independence, the Belgian authorities abandoned the soldiers. None of the
{aB{f)2) U)-)¢pqga )U)¢ ¢) )NU)" p Y)q2Nfq I fefav{c. -
thing that they “received” was a monument in Brussels — the Memorial for the
ACN pg poYpPNBQg )¢) -)" Nqg * =+ Nqg)¥)) o, e NONNV PN -2
was ignored until it was reappropriated by the African diaspora in Belgium
(ibid.).
) o0)o{¢Npf Y¢)2)g-a -U{ Y¢{ fya {A 2{f"N)¥N 2.4afN]
wm pf Upaz )a ({-l
<~ sport the tradi
~“§ tional headgear for
" colonial troops of
1) -No) -1) UIN:)
{6 )¢ UN-1 p YN-I
helmet and the
#4 Black soldier with
a fez. However, the
"NoA)¢)q )?® p¢) af-
only to be found in
: their hats but also in
FOCAE* 2 7 wJ* r*p|£Oyg B|£ J+ BcBel facial feajues.
£J|,|CEy J r*£0ar Ryr #* £|g £*y,00% |phpr«@ 2{f"N)C
is presented with
thick lips and a chubby nose, while the white one has thin lips and a pointy,
a-¢pNBI- g{?®) N2 o)o{¢NpfasBB)?-2 apec{{?ipqg)y?dich
pba b {ffp {¢p-NU) B)2-¢4¢) S- N2 p ¢)oppepat) of{qe¢
first, because it was erected in tribute to all the operations carried out in
ACN p Ac¢{o -I) a{. pff)" pg-N.2fpU)¢%a | ppg-LeBRg?2 N
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¢q-Nf af{ef" ape %0O{ pag" 2) {q" ) bée?) NggN?® -1) {qfa
ment on which the white and Black protagonists face each other, at the
same height, without the white man dominating the Black “other.”

) ¢aNi¢)q)2® {A -1) o{gq¢o)q- pbg" -1) NoY{¢fpq- 2-{¢a N- -

Brussels PAD associations to organize an alternative and activist @gyem
every November 11 since 2008, to commemorate the Unknown Congolese Sol

"N)¢ N2 N2 )j¢NOpf)g- -{ -1) {0 Npf ¢o{§2dNg- )¢)o{qa b
for the Unknown Soldier at the Congress Column in central Brussels (Cather

Ng) ‘e*—$ ¢ A{¢ of¢) -1pg p ") pb") LIBNWN-NJ&APAEN bq
laid claim to this monument, using it as a place of remembrahteeoAfrican

{g-¢N ¢-N{g { /¢¢{Y)pqg IN2-{¢a pq" pfa{ {A fp c 2. 0A)CN

However, the memorial is still problematic for several reasons. Firdt a

foremost, the aesthetics perpetuate racial stereotypes and obscure tke raci
oppression and violence that were part of everyday life in threeFRublique.
Second, while it presents an image of racial equality, it is in fact an excuse to

)a f¢") pba" NBa{¢) 1) A¢N pg Upc¢ )oa{doad)effo 1) ¢)Bef
¢p-N{q?® of? q{-p fa -1) bag¢hf a{¢cf" apco{g)p -M¢N*-N ) {o
Ng -1) )ag-)¢ {A 1) N-a Ne¢" q{- {qfa "))Apl) o)p{¢Npf )¢
the Force Publigue was made complicit in the terror that the colonial author

N-N)2 NgofN )" {q -I) {aB{f)®) Y){Yf) NN{i¢{UNg"1)¢UE¢N-)
oNfN-p¢a p IN)U)o)g-2 pg" -1) Bf{¢N PpiN{q A )Up¢ + {¢ [
)f{i¢)ag-fa #-p-)2

Yady, «| pyréd |B ,JI*«* plrAp*r « JE* #*#O*L*HrH ,J* Cg|
«*E£EUO *p*r Or#0 y,*« J|Y #** J* Jy O, |[Bypyp««y £* r|
,OU* Ar |r« O|JA« r¥p * ZEE' !

Yet, even if we take this pertinent critique into consideratitre yearly com

o)o{¢p-N{g {A -1) ACN pg Up¢ )oA{¢  NG")ABEQPNANBDY{¢ pq
the humanity of African traces in Belgian history and the common history

we, of all races, share. It is an example of how monuments can be reappropri

ated to bring people together even if they have been erected to divide-Conse

i¢c)q-fa p® f)--).Gpc¢ b pba" Bpg")¢ /faiMiNpEPaM{aNg I

Yo VaEyr«gy,*# & ,J* VA, J|£ Sr ,J*%|pBPTHg SNMAIVA |jey £+ «*
gy Cg|OE* #*« «|g#Y, « *, #*« pOAOHY OF B IGFrAGE BT , #HAH|E rC
pyO« #Yyr« r|, £* Or |r« O*r, |gg* ,OB* B9y |A Apyr * VA py««y
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in which the reappropriation of colonial monuments is situated is not just
about a restitution of the past, but just as much a way to communicate the
emancipatory struggles and active transformation of a still racist present

N& ) pbo) p A{ ¢® Nqg “ee— "¢¢NgB )¢)o{gN)? A{¢ -
¢oN&-N ) )fBNpg ¢N-N2l pqg" pagb"{fpA B He) U
CN-N2al {f{gN)2 p- -1) Y%{o {A -1) Agcq{Uqg ®ff"N)¢ p-
¢coq a)- -1)¢) Up? q{ {qB{f)2) 6fpB pf-1{p@12I¢gm c)"2
{gB{f)2) Yfpa)" b f)p"NgB ¢{f) Ng 1) {¢- (N} H21) {qg
not due to a lack of interest on the part of Black organizationsdade this
Ype¢- {A IN2-{¢a Nqg -I) {06 Npf )¢)o{ga-2)Ne)saic- 2 |
-)op-N pffa ¢)*) -)" #')op¢- pg" ‘N ¢p qlpaHdoY4)—{& N
I1{U )YfBN¢o Ip2 p "NO ¢f- -No) ")pfNgBpPUNI) Np2c{f{gN
Y¢)2)g ) N2 )¢p2)" pg" NBq{¢)" pb- 1) )qo)¢NpNge)Na |
mony, where only white Belgians were commemorated next to otheomati
alities, but not the formerly colonized Congolese subjects of Belgian Congo.

Since 2007, several Black activist associations have demanded ¢hat th
authorities and the royal family include the African contribution to the war
JOA{C- Ng {0 Npf ¢oN2a-N ) {oo)o{¢p-N{g2 Npmc)as;f-
government laid a wreath in front of the Memorial for the African Campaign.

p- a)p¢ Up2 pfa{ -1) )qg-)ab¢a {A 1) pY-ca)) {A)¥%b {¢h
beginning of the end of the German Empire (Roulette 2018), but the agyemo

was not a moment of inclusion; rather, it was one of racial segregation. And

N- "N" gq{- IpYY)qg )U)ca a)pe w-)¢ ‘eee .IPp £€O0-{Npf )
N-2 UIN-) g{¢opf & pq" q{ A{¢opf Y¢)a)qg ) {A{&ad-) {0 I
again at the African memorial during Armistice celebrations. Even if the
IN2.{¢a {A -1) p--f) {A %p {¢p N& UN")fA INcaU{yfBR)"
seen as a white individual achievement. Indeed, a memorial in the city’s

Forest municipality honors one person for this battle, who is presented as a
UIN-) opg UI{ 928NqgBf)lpqg")"fa: U{q 1) p--fpeffAarip {¢|
Va{o )¢ ¢ cqNBI-)" p® pe¢{q {A ¥ip {¢D

Patrice Lumumba Square: Claiming Black Spaces

An important symbol of Black presence in Brussels and recent addition to
‘1) N-a<2 Y¢ fN aY¥p ) N2 £p-¢N ) h¢o¢omffd @jglhstB ¢ S-
rated on June 30, 2018, on the Democratic Republic of Congo’s (DRC’s) day of
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independence. Standing at the entrance to a central location for African peo

ples — the Matonge neighborhood (described above) — the square is the result

of more than a decade of advocacy for public space that pays respect to the
0¢s¢")¢)" ¢2. YENo) oNgNa-)¢e {A 1) ! {9d ANN-1a {¢BpgN
a-¢{qB Ac¢{. )fBNpqg po fNp-N{g? ¢ Tpm?2)K{BNPg-)AC{")® )q
# rfe$ IpbgB) rh' pg" Ge¢{sVY)o)g: ")2 F)oo)N ACN pNqg)?
rantes et Actives (GFAIA), played a central role to achieve this (CMCLD 2018),

pf{aB UN-I {-1)¢ {ff) -NU)2 pg" )oA{¢ -gp@ Mq"NQWfcpf Nq
citizens (Duval and Delobel 2018; Lismond-Mertes 2018). Most advocates had

initially proposed another location, a square in the municipality ofllese

behind Saint Boniface church, in the heart of Matonge. An infornraes

plaque with the name had already been put there by activists, and, thanks to

b )IBNpqg tGe<2 a )¢ Ng-)¢U)g-N{g NA ag¥y22)aficl A{¢ N- I
UNff q" F¢-¢¢ £fp ) h¢gogo p a): 1) SQNHR ©%¥)gN NYpFN
that location (Ben Yacoub and Abrassart 2016) and rejected the idea of a square

qpo)" pi-)¢ h¢oco p pe¢B¢NgB -Ip- 1) Up? gpfppggNAaNGgB
Delobel 2018). Eventually, an interpellation by Zoubida Jellab, a twuioci

1) BNff) ") ¢¢a)ff)2 o gN NYpFfN-& BP2-p)fNgID){ffNgB A{
{A b h¢goeo p ®ijep¢) p- BNff) ") ¢¢a)ff)a<a pfe )¢ UN-I Sa
Porte de Namur, the gate of entry to the Matonge neighborhood in Ixelles (Lis
mond-Mertes 2018).

i 2 e
1 -- K i

FOCAE* Z « ¥J* OrB|£pyg ®CAVE* hApAp V ., 1CAH#I®WAr,| |[rOBYy *

'ACYOIiy fyr| yry

) i¢)2N{g ¢)opNg2 Ul)-1)¢ -1) )2-p IN2la)q) {fF*N"2jch¢) b

ered a change in the way in which public authorities in Belgium are address
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NgB {f{gNpf IN2-{¢& pqg" N-2 ¢) {ff) -N{GNBINFfNN)- N2
tion, one cannot deny that negationist forces in relation to e@bcrimes
p¢) 2.Nff p- Yfpa UN-INqg 2-p-) 2-C¢ - CPYy"HceA/faf)..). G
2018). Moreover, the square cannot be called a “proper” square, whiclt is wha
1) NgN-Npf £fp ) hgoco p p -NUN2.2 @)¢NUJd AP Ffa ¢
b -¢NpgB¢fpe ¢{22NgB {A -1¢)) a-¢))-2 agme{cpgt)U U{f
a I{¢2)® pg" -¢))® pag" A)p-¢¢NgB 1) -)¢¢cpNDPFA b {
Place Lumumba, however, is just a little piece of the sidewkBkaeckman
2018), limited to a narrow strip 15 meters
by 50 meters, between the taxi stand at the
metro station’s exit and Avenue Marnix,
b fp¢B) pU)ge) UN-I 1DpUa -¢po
part of the Brussels ring road, nicknamed
la petite ceintyrihat circumvents the city
center. Consequently, no buildings will
ever have Lumumba Square as an address
(Lismond-Mertes 2018).
| In essence, Lumumba Square is limited
—: _ to a plaque, which is nearly invisible com
. pared with the large advertisements sur
~ rounding the square. As historian Elikia
" M'Bokolo said during his speech at the
inauguration, this plague may be a revolu
tion, but it is not enough. A square without
™~ a statue, monument, or other symbol may
become a subtle way to perpetuate a failure
- to acknowledge the value of the person who
F OCAE** Z+ Yadx 10y Oe'mbb@i@s%heyCongolese will for indepen
£311cey s 00 1 TAcY o) PRy (D) eINBa-a ) obpale (A
de Bruxelles municipality appeared to be
aware of this in 2018, as he explained in an interview \ith ® &4 NFdaR
cophone Belgian daily newspaper. He claimed that the municipalitytedan
a{o)-INgB 2-¢{gB -{ ) p"")" -{ 1) 2i¢ch¢) Ie)&dxX¢) q)a

a monument would be displayed in the months following the inauguration.
) be-I{e¢N-N)2 ¢)Y{¢.)"fa A¢))" ¢Y ofa)a *f Yabfa ) b

W YEyr«gy,*# a4 ,J* YA, J|E Sr ,J* |[EOCOryg 6Ar |A, #*  £]
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Y{apfa A{¢ 2, | p o{q¢0)g- # N)Co* ‘ee—$ NgB 10 a)pc¢a fp
happened and the mayor’s spokesperson refuted the statement from 2018 by
bag{¢a NgB -1p- 9 )¢) UNff ) q{ 2-p-¢))ePqUprpdoNgB -Ip
pB¢))o)g- b {¢- -1p- N- Up? {qfa p f)p" !-{)avYi{¢e)": # N-)"
Maybe a statue of another individual is not what is needed (cfnidee

2006), but, while there may now be a street sign referring to a Lumumba
Square and a plaque with some contextualization, the municipality still
honors Belgian colonists who committed crimes against humanity in its
public space in a much more prestigious way. Elikia M’Bokolo addressed
this at the inauguration, when he pointed out that the establishment of
a Lumumba Square should logically lead to a questioning and reuvisiting
of other public spaces that are directly linked to colonialism. Hesésk

1) e{u" Ul)-1e N {gf" p )Y Ipe c1) @) Wb {qfa
Lumumba, without any further spatial planning, while not too far away

b ¢2 Ng p Ype¢c Bf{¢N )2 OoNf) ®-{¢o2 NoNfdgN2- p2aap
# {¢0 {¢ca '*+—$% pqg" "¢? 'ec 0))¢2 pUpa pINGB 0{q¢0)q-
h){Y{f" SS 1) opg UI{ 240 {fNi)2 -NqldetnN{O" Kuy YB
when it was colonized by the Belgiahs.)2) o{q¢0)g-2 q)a- -{ 2{ opga
others, legitimize the colonial conquest by obscuring its destructive-char

p )¢ #f)--).Gpce b pba” Bpq")¢ /3. ‘ee4f flO MAI)CO{C)
that the authorities viewed the inauguration of the square as an event for
African communities, not as a Belgian event. However, it is essential that it
is not seen as a memorial for associations of PAD , but as a tool of inclusive
citizenship that aims to decolonize Belgian society as a whole (Njall So

)22) fee—$ ) i¢)@-N{g N2 Ng"))" Ul)-1)d N{}gpea -Ip- 2)
democratic chooses disunity and dissension by holding on to its colonial
symbols, or whether it wants to move forward and create an inclusive soci
ety in which the African diaspora does not need to legitimize itself, and in
which the public space is respectful of all its citizens, Black and white, past

bg" Y¢)2)g- #RBNg )qg- "+ $

r{¢){0)¢ h¢{ ') aN--) Y{Ng-? -{ 1) "paB)¢q-lp- u) {c¢f

Ulp- N)¢ )¢: rp¢ ¢2) pff)" 9¢)Ye)2aNU)C){fpmpgrpe #a{foA

¢?) 7= —e+e’$ UI)C¢) {q) -INgB N2 -{Y)pp{)I)Ng {¢")¢

) "pbgB)¢ N2 -Ip- -1) )&-p fN#lo)g:- {A h¢goco P ®j¢p¢) opa
tool not for decolonizing society as a whole, but rather to mute any further
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not even a beginning. In a best case scenario, it is a letter of intent. Indeed,
more and deeper work is needed, mentalities have to change, and the whole
{A 1) Yo N aYp ) 2i{¢f" ) ") {f{gN1)" NR¢ &g “NNpBA ) ¥p
ently and stimulating the artistic, historical, and political work nesassy to
¢)ONaN- {f{gNpf IN2.-{¢a #'¢Upf pg" ') aN-:) ‘ee—3%
All these critiques highlight that the decolonial nature of a Lurbam

Square has not achieved much if it is not matched with other important
tasks that are meant for all Belgians, whatever their racial or ethnic- back
ground. However, this is long-term work, and, in the meantime, the revisit
ing and reappropriation of colonial monuments and the wider public space

a £' N2 .pcNgB Yfp ) {¢BpgN pffa 2apWwNda2-Jy {N-I.
cial involvement of the authorities. Conclusively, and as also shown in the
examples of Lumumba Square and the Armistice celebrations, public space
seems to unceasingly play a critical role in the decolonial processes with
which Brussels needs to engage, in order to create a common destiny that
N2 g{- fNg" -{ I¢opgN-a<a Ypa. V)cU)ecaNfgA ¢ {a¢)oV{
obstacles.
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Chapter 3
Black London

Olive Vassell
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monuments. In recent times, however, many of the city’s markers have been

criticized for being symbols of enslavement and racism. In 2020, such-repre

sentations became the focus of protests following the police killing of &eorg
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site of activism for Black residents which will be discussed in more detail

in the next section), while others went into the center of the city, targeting

memorials to those who had brutalized and marginalized racial and ethnic
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the monument was part of the ongoing problematic regime of whitewashing
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https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-london-52977088
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/december/13/newsid_2559000/2559341.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/december/13/newsid_2559000/2559341.stm
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Black newspaper, thep ¢ N )pg %INboe)® Ip" ))g 2)U)¢)fa )p-)q
)a) UN-qg)22 fp-)¢ -{f" p +""« Nqgij¢)® Ng-{N{lBIp3j<¢> ")p:
Ip" cq)f- {g IN® I)p" UINf) I) Up® Ipg" ¢0AWRDpb" -1p-
down on the ground by at least four others (mudlark121 2016).

aNg"¢¢?l ®j¢pe) Up2 -1) aN-) {A 2{o) {A 1) ¢2  fp
# hr$ pg-N¢p Nao Y¢{-)2-2 Nq 1) Af eq dgaf &Ny ")
1)¢) pu-)e 1) Y{fN ) cNffNgB {A £INfpy'gB MNegNf) pq’
USA, as happenedinBerlh. ) Y¢)UN{¢2 "pa Y¢{-)a-{¢2a Ip" op¢ I
country’s ruling body, the Houses of Parliament. In August the city was one
of four - others were Birmingham, Manchester and Nottingham - that took
part in a “national shutdown” to protest deaths in police custody, racist bor
der policing, and everyday racism. Activists simultaneously bidckads
in these cities, including one to Heathrow airport, chosen partgduse it
Upa p|)¢) qB{fpqg ")Y{¢-)) dNooa r¢ )gBp gy)" pu-)¢ )
YENUDP-) ?) ¢¢N-a Begpe"® Ng “eee ) fp 2O B)YE)CPNig N -
‘oo ) Ye¢{-)2.-2 {Nqg N")" UN-I -1) -1 pNygNDD{¢ Npesa {A
{A rp¢c '¢BBpg p ‘".a)pc.{f" fp c CN-pPRICNHFI)INPA 2
North London in August 2011. His murder ignited riots across the capital and
in other English cities.

However, these early BLM protests did not spark as much interest as
those in 2020. As a result of the reactions to Floyd’s killing, London mayor
®p"Nj flpg A{¢ )apoYf) p"UN=2)" -1p- o{@dNopd-2BI{q{¢|
ures with legacies of enslavement would be reviewed, explaining that they
¢)6f) -)" -1) U)pf-1 BpNg)" A¢{o )q2fpU)o)yg-Ipa{q-Ip- 1)
¢N ¢-N{g?® {A opgad {00cqN-N)2 #<qN p"ppeNBpgibg !
origin, had previously supported the call for a British slavery museum and a
0)o{¢Npf A{¢ ®-)YI)g hpU¢)q ) p fp c -))apBJT UI{ Up
by a gang of white youths in a racially motivated attack.

""N-N{gpffa flpg pagag{cq )" -1) )-p TN=N)q -A{A -1)
Diversity in the Public Realm to review and improve diversity in London’s
Y¢ fN 2Yp ) N) 2pN"
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https://www.swlondoner.co.uk/news/10072016-freedom-freedom-black-lives-matter-activists-take-brixtons-windrush-square
https://www.swlondoner.co.uk/news/10072016-freedom-freedom-black-lives-matter-activists-take-brixtons-windrush-square
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However, not everyone agrees with his plan to review monuments to con
-¢{0)¢aNpf B¢¢)2 al)g Bepo -N Up? A{¢q" {a b 2-p-¢) {A
No) Y¢No) oNgN2a-)¢ aNg?2-{q Il¢¢ INREIRE PFUNGB{AdNO ¢h
{A)¢B)aN 2 pg" IN2 ¢{f) Ng -I) «7*" )qBWf %pbbla) Apc¢ ¢
¢N-pNg FN¢2. fp2al)" UN-I Y{fN ) UINTf))96N9M&NgGB: N-
Boris Johnson, also swore to do the same, arguing that antiracism protest
ers should attack the substance of the problem, not the symbols. However,
he did pledge to establish a commission to tackle inequality and to build
o{¢) of{gq¢o)g-2 )f) ¢p-NgB fp c ¢N-{q? sod{Mga{q "+ <$
sion’s report, which was issued in 2021, was widely criticized for itmbden
of institutional racism. Simukai Chigudu, a Zimbabwean-born asmte
Ye{A)22{¢ {A AC¢N pg Y{fN-N 2 p. «caA{E" {AgNPIEPN -4 2pN
during the 2020 protests has been revealing because monuments record a
particular version of the past — one that is open to change. He argues that a
-p-¢)<® o)bgNgB N2 q{- a)" pg" 2I{cf" dNg?qpN=) {ff) -N
)q-fa ¢)UN)U)" {0U)¢ -No) ¢ Be¢)2 UI{YfpflaB)¢ )q {&
Ng Y¢ TN ON)U al{sf" ) Yoo Ng og?)co¥#pmN P)theq)” b {¢
2020).

NpgUINf) -U{ q)U o)o{¢Npfa -{ fp c ¢N-{g2 U)¢) 2a8NBq
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https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/mayor-unveils-commission-to-review-diversity
https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/mayor-unveils-commission-to-review-diversity
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Y){Yf) UI{ po) -{ 1) Af A¢{o -I) be¢N )pg )aY))g « “—
is a series of marble and bronze sculptures depicting Caribbean fruit and
U)B)-p f)2 Nqg2a¥YN¢)" a r{g-2)¢¢p-. {¢opga2as fIN-{d{BY¢{qgN
visits to Ridley Road Market, a popular shopping location for African and
Pe¢N )pg Y){Yf) Ng -1) p¢)p ) o)o{¢Npf Up& ¢AU)NF)’
fp ¢ NN2.-{¢a r{q-| # -{ )¢ «$ Nq ‘o #%pqg"{l r{I"Nqg

) 2) {q" 2 ¢fPapep ®I{¢c)& {op2d E£CN ) N2 {¢-2N") N{
town hall. It is a bronze of a man and a woman created from composites of 30
¢)aN")ag-* {aqq) )" -{ -1) aNg"¢¢c?l G)qg)¢p-N{gg# ¢po?
cil also announced that it will review statues and the naming of landmarks,
a.¢))-2 Ype¢ca pqg" {:1)¢ Y¢ fN 2aYp )2 )obpe)fpe) -1p
diversity. Explaining the plan, Mayor of Hackney Phillip Glanville shad it

Up2 Ype¢- {A 1) {¢{¢sBl<2 oN2aN{q -{ pfaffpY) IN2 {ftfa ¢)
(Aron 2020a).
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F) ¢opta ‘oo

announced the 15 me?
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who represent a range
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torian and curator, Ain
drea Emelife and busines
{Ug)¢ NgcN %p
will work with a board and
local authorities. How
ever, even before the 202

BLM protests, London’

Black communities hadFOCA£* « Z %J|py« d ££0 *9« ayEp ®J[£*«
been pushing for public!” @CT#EA«J 'ya Or dAr* Z2&zz £J]|.[CLYy J r£

recognition of their identities and contributions.

Brixton’s Windrush Square:
A Performative Space for Black British Identity

aNg"¢¢?l ®i¢p¢) Ng ®{¢ 1 h{g"{q )YN-{oN)% F\IyBfp c ¢)2N
aYp )@ -{ ¢)p-) b #)a?®) {A )f{aBNgB pg” N")g-N-& ) gpo)
utetothe/oYN¢) aNdggtreRI2 Ypaa)gB)¢2 UIN I ¢{¢s;Bl- {q) {A -
fpeB) Be¢{sY2 {A Y{2-Up¢ p¢N )pg NooNBEpght){ ¢N: -pNc
is located in Brixton, a district in Lambeth, one of London’s 32 boroughs. It
Upa 1) ¢2.- pe)p -{ U)f {o) 1) PEN )pg. {¢4N\NDLINBEpq-2
would change the nation’s social landscape forever.

¢-1o¢ Y%{¢e¢NgB-{g -I) IpN¢ {A -1) aNqglek?2l F{¢s;qgq"p-N
{A{ca")" Ng 77« UN-1 A{¢0)¢ Ypa2)qB)¢ )®Ho2pWJB #2Nq )
that the borough provided shelter for men, women, and children while many
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A{sq" -1)N¢ ¢2.- “{ a2 Nqg -I|RBrixgonNwas afsolfhére these new
residents purchased food from their birthplaces and where publicationls suc
as ) a))cfa Gfanu@)®- Sq"Npqgw&e ayailgble to satisfy their
need for news from “home.” It was also a place to meet fellow countrymen and
q" ¢N)A ¢)2YN-) Ac¢{o 1) "pNfa {g2fp¢ B2 {Ip ¥-)&UpeN U
fp ¢ ¢N-N2l IN2-{¢c& ¢)Of) -2 1) p¢)p<? @2INU-NgB ¢f-¢
Before the/o Y N ¢ ) a N the®guare was originally part of Rush Gom
o{qg N- ) po) cq{Uq p? %p-) Gpe¢")q? pu-)¢Bpr UN"{U
0)¢ Ipg:- ®N¢ N)qc¢ca& Yp:-) Y€ 1p2)" 1) fpq" Py o7 ¢” - {
")q Yap-) Ip" )p¢fN)e Agq")" b Y¢ fN fNpEp®&"Njy q)p
¢2- {A INo a.Nff 2.pqg"2 {¢-2N") -1) fN f{pgaBflpaq Sq
0)g- ¢) fpNo)" o{¢) Y¢ fN 2aY¥p ) Ac¢{o 1) otofyl gpoN
Square to mark the 50th anniversary of the arrival of tteY N¢) aNqg"¢ ¢ 21
«U)¢ 1) a)pea 1) 2jgpe) 1p2 ))g b Yfp poACIEMHF 2N
pg ) S f{ p-N{gq 6fpgcNgB -I) )p- {AIf{{fgBIPIjcqo)
Ip2 {gfa p"")" -{ N-2 NoY{¢-pg ) Sq 7" A{K{HgpoYf)
b ot{ {f{c¢ p¢ 'pbg): ) opa{¢ {A hpo ) -1I:NYFKFf)" +—-=
bg" +—+ 9a)2- Sq"Npqg?: -{ p "pqg ) -{ NfY p"yWR=¢p Nt
ible through the hostility whites directed at their Black neighbors. Some 30
a)pea fp-)¢ Nqg -I) +"—+2 1) 2jip¢) ) PE)2ppBHN G {N
apartheid in South Africa.
Its importance to Black Britain has only increased through the years.
al)a Nqg ‘ees {¢N2 d{lg2{q -1)g opa{¢ {Ahidp'dy ¢){Y
pu-)¢ N-1p" ))g f{?)" A{¢ ¢)Ip NfN-p-N{jy Jrq{a)®Ybpaq?
separated by a road were combined — residents were given the opportunity
to change the name, but they decided to keep it the same. In recognizing
the space’s importance to Black residents before its redevelopment, Lambeth
council wrote in the minutes of a committee meeting in 2006 that the square
Up2 pg )aYe)2aN{g {A ¢Na-{g<? "NU)¢aN{&)pql) ¢f-¢c¢
assertion that “place names are more than innocent spatial references or
passive artifacts; they are embedded in social power raesamd struggles
{U)e -1) N")g-N-N)2 {A Yip )2 pqg" Y){Vf): #f)p¢q? pq" )
Sq ‘e 1) 2igp¢) Up? )qg-¢pf -{ p oNf)2-{8) Nqg fp
1) 1{o) {A -I) ¢2. ¢)Y{8N-{¢ad {A fp c EN-N3p¢H#-{Cca
¢ INU)a ap of-c¢pf pg” "{ ¢0)q-b-N{g Afqu)e-IA{¢ Y)
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a direct or distant African family background, the archives trace the history
of Black people from the Roman occupation onward. It emerged as a result
of several factors, including the death of 13 young Black people in a South
h{g"{a 1{¢?®) ¢) Ng »"—+ UIN | opga fpNfqpfifa)@)" Upa N
by white racists’
i-)¢ ¢) )NOUNgB {oocqN-a "{gqb-N{q? + "If #0)qg-2 pg" °
educator and Black historian Len Garrison, supported by community and
Yo IN A¢gq "NgB 2Y)pel)p")" bg )oA{c¢c- IN Iptpf{B -1) {ff
Npffa {Y)q)" p- « aNg"¢¢2l ®i¢ph¢) Na{d¢haNyw)2 ) {¢Bph
that its location is appropriate not only because of its role in recent Black
British history but also because it is on the site of two houses built during
1) G){¢BNpPpqg Y)EN{" #e—e“+e—"ea¢ U)INA 2KNNBg MW" PqUN- I |
fp c ¢)Y¢)2)q-p-N{qg Ng ¢N-pNg pq )2 NOI)"™ Negeee+s «
18th-century London.For poet Benjamin Zephaniah, who attended the
opening, cultural geography was also key. He described the location as the
pe- {A 1) fp c {oo¢gqgN-a& A{¢ IN2 o{-1)¢<2 B)q)¢p -N{q
F¢ee-l1)eof{e) -1¢)) a)pe? fp-)¢ {q d¢qg) *) "f6)3 aNg"¢¢?@l
UN-qg)22 -{ pqg{-1)¢ ¢2- Nqg -1) Af p o)o{¢NphetN{¢NgB A¢
)ba -¢{{Y2 UI{ A{¢BI- A{¢ ¢N-pNg Ng a{¢f{ep¢? -q) pq"
0)g- Up? {q )NU)" & 1) t¢ Npg dpc {oocqMpaNwgca- p {
plague and sculpture scheme that has highlighted the contributionsaafkBI
people in Britain. Founded in 2006 by Dr. Jak Beula, an entrepreneur and
cultural activist, the trust had issued 36 blue plaques (permanentrizato
markers) around the country by 2020. Its London awardees include singer
Bob Marley (2006) and pioneering Black newspaper publisheraativist
Claudia Jones (2008). Beula said that the decision to create the memorial for
the more than 2 million African and Caribbean military servicemen and ser
UN )U{o)g UI{ Yp¢-N NYp-)" Nqg -1) -U{ a{¢feep¢a Upa pq )
a historical omission and to ensure that young people of African and-Carib
bean descent are aware of their ancestors’ contribution to those Wwars.

°© B6YJ* t*Y £l«« ryd«y €£*7 gy #I0«,|Ed« A#O*« |p £*«|AE *« E£*«|
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27 ZE-<"« YYY C|U Ad C|U*Erp*r, r*Y« YyBEO+YU+Enp+p|£OV g+, |
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https://blackhistorystudies.com/resources/resources/the-new-cross-fire/
https://blackhistorystudies.com/resources/resources/the-new-cross-fire/
https://blackculturalarchives.org/our-story
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/first-ever-memorial-to-african-and-caribbean-service-personnel-unveiled-in-brixton
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/first-ever-memorial-to-african-and-caribbean-service-personnel-unveiled-in-brixton
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Yip )" p- %UNf ¢¢a '{ c2 h{gq"{g<? YCNG -NYpf {Ac¢1) UIN
capital, but logistical issues delayed the project for three years before it
A{écq" p 1{o) Ng aNqg"¢s2l ®i¢p¢)

) g)a- a)pe¢ 2pu ‘1) aNg"¢c?l 2 pg pf )gB N h{q”{q
S- 2.)oo)" A¢{o -1) Af N{o) 0 )<2 I{a-Nf) )QUNA{qo0)q-
p"oNgN2-¢p-NU) pg" f)Bpf 0)p2s¢)2 Ng-)q")" 2 opc) @
"No ¢f- -1p- -1{®) ")aNBqgp-)" p? q{q.Y)¢op)xpd) BYFN")q
¢q-peNfa  {c2pg® {A Y){Yf) {A pe¢N )fqg"))pNahB) U)
denied legal rights, threatened with deportation, and even removed from
the country or refused re-entry (Local Government Associatidr). * "Fot
lowing the scandal which included the resignation of the then Home Secre
-pe¢a 1) B{U)¢qgo)g- {0 Npffa pc)" p dNIf)PMag)oA{c
drush Day, the anniversary of the arrival of Caribbean people oRrtipgre
aNq" ¢ mpértioned earlier.
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https://www.local.gov.uk/topics/communities/commonwealth-citizens-without-status
https://www.local.gov.uk/topics/communities/commonwealth-citizens-without-status
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0)o{¢Npf -{ -1) aNg"¢s2l G)g)ep-N{g U{cf" p)&Nf-)" Ng ap
Upa 2-p-N{q Ul)¢) opgad NooNB¢pqg-2 pt¢NBY" %BNgN"p".
Y)¢2{gpfN-& pe¢{q)2® Ff{)ffp )g poNg IpNe¢xpl) aNg"¢¢?
tion Committee, which made the recommendation to house the memorial
Ng ap-)¢f{{ ® p-N{g ®I) 2pN" -1p- -1) f{prN{d{¥p? 2ao {fI
“pg"a {A aNg"¢c?l YN{qg))¢? Ng f¢"NgB 1)) e*ptN{dp" peceN
Ul)g -1)a ¢2. po) -{No{gl'fgmbers of the community agreed.
Local activists condemned the site and the process through which it had

))a 2)f) )" %{¢¢NgB-{q 2pN" -Ip- -1) B{Upéagma- Ip" ))q
was treating the Caribbean community like children, imposing a monument

{qg N-2 )IpfA # ¢2 & 'e¢”$

*YY{a)g-2 {A -1) ap-)¢f{{ aN:) pe¢B¢)" -Ip- -1) 0)o{¢Npf
f{ p-)" Ng aNg"¢c2l ®j¢cpe) UIN T 1p" ) {0))Pd)a-N )" UN
people®” {#) pBpNg?- -1) Yfpg Ng f¢")" hpo )-1-{¢q Nf{¢ ®
ifred, a cabinet member for Equalities and Culture, who started a petition
{ agYY{¢- 1) Bl- ®I) pfa{f U¢{-) { ®p"NiYNPqg:- ¢)ic)2 N
for the campaign® However, the £1 million monument by Jamaican sculp
{¢ pbg" YpbNg:)¢ paNf ap-2{q UIN I A)p-,¢)8pbde¢)) Bee)?
bg" INf" + "¢)2a)" Nqgq -I)N¢C 9®¢q"pa )afil{mpoNocC¢caNQgB 2,
‘e''$ Up2 ¢qU)NT)" {g aNg"¢¢2l 'pa ‘o pplfgBqQUN-1 -1) c
Hackney discussed earlier.
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-48724128
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-48724128
http://www.brixtonbuzz.com/2020/06/lambeth-urges-home-secretary-to-restore-faith-in-the-government-by-bringing-windrush-memorial-home-to-brixton/
http://www.brixtonbuzz.com/2020/06/lambeth-urges-home-secretary-to-restore-faith-in-the-government-by-bringing-windrush-memorial-home-to-brixton/
http://www.brixtonbuzz.com/2020/06/lambeth-urges-home-secretary-to-restore-faith-in-the-government-by-bringing-windrush-memorial-home-to-brixton/
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Meanwhile, in April 2021 the square saw the unveiling of a new memorial

to a Black resident, this one for Cherry Groce, a local mother wkgpam

pbfai)" pu-)¢ )NgB 21{- & Y{fN ) Nqg 1)¢ NbONYsc ¢NgB p
She eventually died of her injuries in 2011. Groce’s shoageig aparked

bg ¢ Y¢ENaNgB {U)¢ ¢p N2o pqg" Y{fN ) a;l)ptN¢& {A o)o
a foundation in her name, headed by her son, Lee Lawrence, and backed by
Y¢{oNqg)qg:- 2¢YY{¢-)¢a Nqg f¢c"NgB h{¢" £p¢pfc{B)gB 1)
inet minister. Lawrence said that, although the project had facextraous

challenges, the community had never faltered in its pursuit of justice (Block

‘e'e$ - N-2 ;qU)NfNgB 1) pff)" 1) o)o{ENNF fp-)-Nqg
mother.®Designed by Black British architect Sir David Adjaye, the memorial

is made up of a single column, symbolizing Groce’s personal strength, while
plantings on an attached pavilion represent hope. Its shape also echoes the

lines of the nearby African and Caribbean war memorial. Lambeth council
funded most of its £150,000 cost (Cobb 2020).

M, 6 J*E£4 GE£| * r*p|£0yg ArU*Og*#OBCE UDO A p7 |gOO*g «2'|
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https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-london-56873938

Chapter 3. Black Londom

Pan-Africanism: Symbols and Plaques in Remembrance
of a Political Movement

At the dawn of the 20th century, London’s position as the center of Britain’s
colonial empire drew to it a host of advocates for independence tormle.
Beginning in the 16th century, the empire comprised nearly a quarter of the
world’s land surface and it counted more than a quarter of its total pepula
‘N{g & -1) 71 *Amoenrgitidose in the city were the creators of a new
o{U)o)q- £pqg. A¢N pgN2o %%U{ {A h{q"{gfe DFg- Nqodfs)q-
¢N pgN2.-2 N)g¢a ®afU)2.)¢ aNffNpo2 pqe)d{IgN-¢ 1)¢ p¢)
plaques and, in Archer’s case, with a building, school and street in his name.

pff)" -1) 9Ap-1)¢: {A -1) o{U)o)g:- aNffNp@Bp"0O{ p-)" ¢
bff ACN pqg Y){Yf)2 pg" {Ng)" -1) -)¢o £pNjg A®XNNdgpqgq N) U
N"p" Ngq ¢—+" pqg" po) -{ /qBfpg” Nq «—"" BuUNG b p¢))¢
IN2 I{o)fpg” aNffNpo? Ip" pfa{ a¥)q- 2{o) pdip)pbNg -1) A®
cofounding the pioneering and innovative Coloured Hockey League in the
fp--)¢ +q ) 1) p¢e¢NUO)" Ng h{q"{q 1) pbaPg-Ifp)Ja)e}¢ %¢Nq
became apprentices at Gray’s Inn, the historic hub for law and pegées
sions in the city. Supporting himself by lecturing for the Church of England
“)oY)etpqg ) ®{ N)-&4 aNffNpo2a -¢pU)f)I"Sae)}a, BIf¢s—T)— ¢N -1
he married a white English woman who worked as a secretarythsgtisoci
)-a pg" -1) {¢Yf) O{¢cf" B{ {q -{ I1pU) U) INf"¢)q

) a)p¢ )A{¢) Ng  —"— aNffNpo? A{¢cdy" -{IN:;ACN pg 22
licize injustices against African people worldwide and to promote their inter
)2-2 aNffNpo2 Up2 {ooN--)" -{ 1) Bl p@HNGfq-fE{gNpfN?
denouncing British rule as the “heartless” cause of their plight. He even led a
")Y¢-p-N{a {A ¥%a¢NgN"p"Npg? -{ 0)): r€2 {A{oA@NB -I) ¢2.
ba ")2)q- -{2Y)pc Ng -1) N{¢?) {A {oo{q?® N@yCe+ #f)Bpq
Tt _e$

aNffNpo2 )fN)U)" Nqg -1) Y{U)¢ {A -1)AEN) p&eU)ppqg" -1p-
U)ff pa -1)N¢ ")2 )qg"pqg-2 )f{gB)" -{ {q) 9¢p-a¢)U)¢) ¢qN
and shared historical experiences directly related to the European enslave
0)g:- {A ACN pg? aN-I -IN2 Ng oNg" IAgNBpgN{pg" -1) ¢?2
A)e)q ) {q d¢fa 7 «7ee "¢pUNQB "= ")f)BPpY*phY™)qg {-1)¢

Ut 6 £0,0«J /p Of£* JO«,|£0 Vg «,V# MNOA«H +OrZE&E DN YAY #Y
EO . yrrO Yy |p gy * EO,O«J+/p OE*


https://www.britannica.com/place/British-Empire
https://www.britannica.com/place/British-Empire

80

Olive Vassell

{ 2)yeU)ctca #FCAa)¢ «"—*“$ Nqg f¢"NgB A¢-¢lgr pfo)ca)p o
Y{a)¢ ®po¢)f {f)E¢N"B).%paf{¢ pqg" 1) HR®c<P o N*¢ {0 |
pba" )"¢ b-{¢ a |/ ¢ (N2 UI{ U{¢cf" fpae AN pNip-) -
{gB¢)a2 Ng £pE¢N2a Nq "~

) )U)g:- Up?a 1)f" p- a)2-oNg2-)¢ %{Uqg Npff #q{U pa |
inent venue in central London. In his opening address, its chair, Bishop
fyapq")¢ apf-)¢2 p cq{Uf)"B)" -1p- 1) )U)gpUp? -I)
Black people from across the world had met to discuss their race, assert
“I)N¢ ¢NBIl-2 pqg" {¢BpgNi) -1)oa)fU)a #PC A Cs )" ‘—
on issues including preserving the identity of the Black race and the need
for the colonial powers to recognize the rights of all indigenous peoples. It
ended with the African Association being renamed the Pan-African Associ
p-N{ag pbg" pbg 9 ""¢)a2 -{ 1) tp-N{q?® {A -loafrf)) "¢pi-
headed by Du Bois, which was sent to heads of state where PAD were living
ba" 2¢0A)ENQB {YY¢)22N{q

%0{ o{q-12 fp-)¢ ")f)Bp-)2 pfa{ Y) -N-N{q)U ¥g)))qg BN
treatment of Africans in South Africa and then Rhodesia, todaysiiRie of
dNo p U) ) {gA)¢)q ) Upa ¢)Y{c¢c-)" NqA-I)IO‘YIf)WqB h{
{A -1) -No) pf-1{¢BI 2{o)Ulb- Y3){¢ONNYT)Ja, fapi)--)
example, observed that it “marks the initiation of a remarkable movement
{g IN2-{¢a& 1) ! A¢N pg" N2 p- fp2- pUp&N? Al M{-)q
#®ONUPBCeqp-Ipg “ee— ""+ee$ ANFINNGO)®IAALG))C2-
Y)a pba” A{¢qn)” -1) ¢3. V¢ fN p-N{m AXAPaEb@4 # c? N
rican UIl{2a) )"N-{¢2 U¢{-) Ng N-2 ¢2. )"N-N{qg BIgg{ "« 91
bg ¢)Y¢)a)g: 1) t)Be{: #f)Bpg N:-)" Ng F¢a)¢ «"—*“$

Returning from a stint in South Africa, where he had practiced law in
pY) ¥{Uq pbqg" 1)fY)" -{ Y¢{o{-) AC¢N pg Ng-)¢)2-2 Ng
{¢q-¢a aNffNpo?2 I{Y)" -{ ¢¢cq A{¢ 1) Bf-Vp-¢fNPN)[-
needed a voice in legislative authority and that his experience on the conti
q)q- IIO"AW)YM)" INo -{ ) -1p- O{N ) N) opOp¢)) {f{q
{A IN2 UN)U2 #rp-1¢¢6Ng "=+ +'«$3 N)AUBNJ{NU)¢)%q
pa” Ng 7.+ ") N")" -{ ¢cq A{¢ f{ pf {0 ) NAGp-)pA{®* p
1) ®- rpc¢caf) {q) {¢{¢cBIl {¢q Nf aNffMpod< ¢PN -{¢a
Black councilor in the country and one of only a few Black people to hold pub
fN {0 ) Nqgq -1) Af p- -Ip- -No)

aNffNpo2 Up? U)ff {qq) -)" Ng IN2 Ype¢- -4y {q2-N
worked on behalf of residents, he used those connections to assist Africa and
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PAD. He welcomed a wide variety of guests, including represeetabf the

Basuto nation, whom he helped to secure a meeting with the chairman of

1) hp {¢¢ £p¢-a f)NEG Np¢"N) ¢)Bp¢"NqiBNpNPHoB{IN2Y¢ -)
Y¢go)g- #a)2-0Ng2-)¢ {¢sq Nf ‘eeed aNTFANP QA bpR pB2{ p -N
on behalf of Liberia. He met the nation’s president, Arthur Barcon his

«“e— {0 Npf ON2N- -{ h{g"{qg -{ "N2 c22 RE{)NJE N}2¢)2 pq’
aNffNpo?2 cq)U 1) gpb-N{g<?2 2) ¢)-p¢ca {NPPFgPpP{q BeCH)")E¢N c /
Ip" Yfpa)" b Ye¢{oNaq)q- ¢{f) Ng 1) 7=« {ahpe)y ) ) A{ff
visited Liberia at Barclay’s invitation but was chastised by the British go

)¢qo)q: pu-)¢ 1) ¢N-N2I {q2¢f 2)g- I{o)YHe))2 {q ")q-Np
“)af¢a NgB INo G-)¢ IN2 ¢)-¢,¢q -{ h{g"{f{g padNffNpo? ") N*
Y%2“¢NgN"p" UI)¢) 1) "N)" -1¢)) &a)p¢ad fp-)¢ p- pB) “*

Sq ‘ee— of¢) -Ipbg b )g-c¢a piu-)¢ IN* )FXAN{NApg" Nqg ¢
{q-¢N ¢-N{qg -{ rpc¢af) {q) a)2-oNqg?2-)¢ NNA&fNpofd Nf pUp ¢
one of its green plaques for his work on the council (the body awards green
plaques to honor the area’s diverse cultural heritage and to highlight-build
NgB?2 p2a{ Np-)" UN-1 ¢)q{Uq)" Y){Yf)$ )Avpg¢JAN2 f{ pb-)
IN2 A{¢o0)¢ I{0) p- "— 1¢¢ | ®-¢))- #a)2-oNqg?2-)¢ N-a& {¢q

{g-)oY{¢tpcta {A aNffNpoa< A)ff{U £ptg. AN pgN2a. ¢

1) ¢2. fp c opa{¢ Ng h{g"{g )f) -)" Ng «yeo?aN) 2)¢cU0)"
{a p--)¢2)p {¢{cBl {¢a Nf )-U))g <"« pad NG* ¢ 1)¢ I
Liverpool to a Barbadian father and an Irish mother. He traveled the world
as a seaman, living in the USA and Canada before he settled in Battersea

UN-1 IN2 UNA) )¢-Ip b fpc bgpb"Npp NININg)}-"+2 N)
and ran a small photographic studio, getting involved in local politics as
a supporter of the Liberal Party politician and trade unionist John Burns.
His views were in part shaped by a play based on the dogelf) “%4{oB2 p Ngq
which his parents had taken him to see as a child (Creighton 2013). Active in
Black politics, arguing for social justice and more rights within the é&ni
and Caribbean colonies, Archer was a close friend of the musician Samuel
{f)¢eN"B).w%paf{¢ Sq Ap - -1)a uU)¢) {1 d3p NP2 {A 1) /
‘N{g {-1 U)¢) pfa{ ¢)Ye¢)2)q-p-NU)2 p- pdNf{spPe< ¢2. £
ence.

Sq *“es ¢ I)¢ Up2 )f) )" p2 p £¢{B¢)22aNU) #hN )¢pf$
{¢Bl {¢q Nf p- 1) 2po) No) aNffNpo2eURq ppP9Rf)p2 b {¢
{q) ®)U)q a)pe¢? fp-)¢ Ng 7« ¢ 1)¢ Up? o{MNgp-)" A{
umphed despite a negative and racist campaign, including allegatiorts tha
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this election, something that had never been achieved before. In his winning
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His success was reported in the National Association for the Advancement

of Colored People’s (NAACP’s) journil ¢ NaANj2 -1) A® Ngqg dpgepca
f-r{eBl -1{¢gBLI- - { ) 1) ¢&- fp c opbg -{ ) )fgN)" p® p

ain, in reporting Archer’s election the Americhiegro Year Bodkqg <" «“ pfa{

recorded that Dr. Allan Glaisyer Minns from the Caribbean had beetedlec

opa{¢ {A 1) {¢{¢BI {A )-A{¢" t{CA{fc Ng " #a{cCc

Nonetheless, Archer faced prejudice in his new role and did not shy

away from discussing it. He described receiving racist mail and -ques

tioned whether the opposition he faced was because of his color (Phillips

‘ee”$ N) pfe{ {g-Ng¢)" IN2 {ooN-0)q- -{ P-= )oY{U

he cofounded the African Progress Union, becoming its first president

and holding the post for three years. In a powerful speech at the union’s

inaugural meeting, Archer criticized Britain’s view of Black people and

people of color and pledged that they would claim their rightful place in

the empire. He said that the association was demanding, not asking for,

‘Ip- ¢NBI- #F¢Aa)¢ «"—* ‘"“$ F¢e-1Q¢d{E)) -NUDEBD

u)ce)
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He continued to work in
politics for the remainder
of his life. At his death i
«7" pB) «” 1) Up
leader of Battersea counc
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in a number of ways i RICHARD
the area he once overs ARCH ER
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b--)¢2)p RNffpB
Ups qpo)* pii-)e | Mayor of Battersea
who fought social

N- Up2 ¢Nf- Nq
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2018 and there is also
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former photography studio and home and was created in 2010 by the Nubian

dpc {oo¢qN-a %¢c2- S- Up2 Ype- {A p VIg¢ }{f) pff)" 9 ) «
r{")f £¢{°) -: pg" Up2 A¢q")" & 1) N)EN-pBR)PE2)¢ca Feq”
later, English Heritage unveiled another blue plaque at his former Battersea

I{o) Sq d¢q) ‘o' apg"2U{¢-1 {cq Nf fpbeq))" b boYpNBo
statue celebrating Archer’s mayoral achievements, following calfa the

f{ pf {oo¢qN-a B¢{cY h{0) p--)¢2)p ) {cgpbNf PpN" -Ip- N
small initial contribution to the memorial but hoped to raise more funds with

community help (Aron 2020b).

The Caribbean Presence: Remembering Mary Seacole

vaf "p-) h{q"{q Ip?® 2)0)¢pf 2-p-¢)2 {A fp & -Bx¢)*> of{qB
¢{qi) a{opg UIN I A)p-¢¢)2 p o{-1)¢ pbg" BNJ) bla" N2 -I)
be displayed in England honoring a Black woman. Its creation, which cel
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ebrates the contribution of African-Caribbean people to the capital, was a
{oo¢gN-a )oA{¢. 2aY)pel)p")" & 1) fp-) &gabpx). {¢q
YfpaUCECNBI- * Nf) t{ ¢)Bp f{gB UN:I «foNpfp-a®Jg& -1 h{
Y¢N2) ¢o 21) U{¢c)" A{¢ o{¢) -Ipbg p ") p") -{'¢pN23) N-
Erected in Stockwell Memorial Gardens in South London near Nobre
ga’s former home, it was unveiled by a group of Caribbean women in 2008.

) { P3N{g op¢c)" -1) ‘s+-1 pgqNU)¢apca {Aq-N) )q" {
enslavement and the 60th anniversary of the arrival oftbeY N¢) aNqg"¢ ¢ 2l
Another more recent memorial to a woman,) p | N g Bwag unveiled in

(B¢ tete Ng pg /p?- h{g"{q Y¢ N pe¢- UhPYqpNEB ) h

1) 9 fp ¢ /U)¢caU{opg : p {¢"NgB -{ 2 ¢RY-{f{c{opf d f
years to raise the funds to build the nine-foot bronze statue, which depicts a
U{opbg 2-pg"NgB f{{cNgB "{Uqg pb- 1) YI{q)$I))EPR # {¢°
ENY)C "N¢) -{¢ {A ) hNg) 2apN" -Ip- 1) po'fY{gB) Up
overdue because it portrayed a contemporary Black woman rather than a

IN2.{¢N pffa )f) ¢p-)" UIN-) opf) B¢C) #EpPac) - ‘o3
In addition, the city’s most prominent monument to a Black person

pfa{ 1{g{¢? p U{obg Apo)" q¢¢?) rp¢a ®)p {fIN ) 2-p-

can-born immigrant stands proudly opposite parliament. It was unveiled i

‘ess g)pc¢fa e« &)pc¢® pu-)¢ pg {0 Npf poYpNBg -{ ¢)

1) ¢2. J)oA{¢-2 Ip" Ng Ap - ))q obp") o{¢) NPyq‘= a)p
by residents of Caribbean origin seeking to restore the pioneering nurse to
her rightful place in history; the statue celebrates a woman who is greatly
admired by Black Britons.

rbe¢a ®)p {f) UI{ ") )" -1) ¢N-N2l B{U)¢qo)q- -{ -p
"N)¢a ";¢NgB -1) ¢No)pqg ap¢ #e—""+¢$ CH¥-Y)'ppc ‘oo f
¢N-{g2 ) fN2-I1p" ))g ¢)p-)" pu-)¢ p ¥FHeNAN{F{p" |
# $ Y{ff Ng ‘' - { q" 9G¢)p- ¢N-{g?2: ANUNGQg-{ Y¢{
q)¢? £p-¢N c B)¢q{g b fpb c ¢N-N2I Af€oq¢iipple ¢ {
pf-)¢qp-NU) poYpNBg Nqg * -{ )¢ ‘e¢’ "; ENgBPRNF)c NN
1) Ye{ f) {A fpc {g-¢N ¢-N{q? -{ ¢N-pNl cNXNaXFfpNg
history was not recognized by the dominant society, althoughlBteople
had been in the country a thousand years and had helped to shBjmoity
YE" teet
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Born Mary Jane Grant in Jamaica, Seacole was the daughter of a free
Black woman and a white Scottish soldier. Her mother kept a boarding
house for sick soldiers and taught Mary traditional African and Garib
bean medicine at an early age. Seacole was proud of her heritage. In her
autobiography,a{q")¢A¢f "U)qg-¢¢)2 {A r¢c2a ®)p) {f)2Nqg rpga
bé¢-{ N{B¢pYla U¢N--)g a p fp c U{opg NG '&EN-pNqg #!{
she called herself a Creole and aligned with African slaves in the- Amer
N p2 #®)p {f) «—"— "3 U-)¢ op¢¢aNgB /{H)Ng N{¢p N/
Ng fNgB2:-{q dpopN p Ng +—'+ Ac¢{o UHG9 2pp'¢c) )NU)" I
pbi-)¢ IYNgB UN"{U)" )NBI- a)p¢2a fp-)¢ ®)p—{f) -¢pU)f)"
pb--)oY-NgB -{ U{fcqg-))¢ b2 pbg ptoad q¢¢?) N9 -1) Up¢ ¥
British government, Seacole questioned whether racism was at the core of
1) B{U)¢tqgo)g-<2 ¢)A¢apf -{ pff{U )¢ -{ {Ng—1) Up¢ )o,
—'+—e G)CINgp ‘e’ -"%

Y)p-)"fa Ap )" UN-I p¢¢N)¢c2 Ac¢{o {0 NpIpEBpgNip:N
pbfa{ ¢) ¢0A)" a -1) g¢c¢a)a UI{ U{¢c)” UN-p Ffg¢)gqg ) tNBI-
temporary nurse who later gained national recognition for her role in the war.
Consequently, Seacole decided to go it alone and used her own resources to
travel to Crimea to open an establishment to be called the British Hotel (Sea

{f) ~—"- -"% Yp¢-q)¢2INY UN-1 b peh2)pd b i¢cbNg-f
UI{ 1p" p¢¢NU)" Ng h{q"{q ¢q)aY) -)"fay l)fj'({)a"q-dbq ) 1)
¢) {¢" -1p- ®)p {f) fp {¢)" UI{f))pe-)"fa {Ync*{oNgB A¢)
particularly of livestock, at the hotel. Dr. Reid, a surgeon in the British army
serving in the war, wrote a letter to his family in 1855 lauding Seacole’s kind
ness and generosity (Simkin 2020).

al)g ®)p {f) ¢)-¢¢q)" -{ /qBfpq” pu-)¢ -1) Upe¢ )g")" Ng
Nff pg" ")2-N-¢-) qp¢e{ufa pU{N"NgB pgdexN .- a ua-)e
utors, including members of the royal family, donated to a fund for her,
al) ¢)-¢¢q)" -{ dpopN p pe{¢q” +—<+ I{LE)VAYE)") {cq-¢
an economic downturn in Seacole’s absence. She bought land and built
a house and a rental property. But, by 1870, Seacole was back in London,
fNc)fa 2))cNgB -{ 1)fY Nqg 1) F¢pqg {.£¢INNPGNDmE p {¢
Jane Robinson. Robinson believes that Seacole was spurned when she
approached the husband of Florence Nightingale’s sister, who was closely
NqU{fU)" Ng 1) ¢N-N2al tp-N{gqpf ®{ N)afs 4a{x¥" N" -{ -1)
Reportedly around this time, Nightingale wrote a letter to her brother-
in-law implying that Seacole had kept a “bad house” in Crimea and was
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responsible for “much drunkenness and improper conduct” (Robinson
“ee” " e$

Seacole eventually connected with members of the royal circle and

) po) b Y)¢a{apf opa2)¢?) -{ -1) £¢Nq )22 {Apaplf))® ®I)
h{g"{q I{o) pg" Upa fpeB)fa A{¢B{--)g ) "BNBp){ ¢) {B
q)p¢fa p )g-¢c¢a pu-)¢ 1)e Yp22NgB pg" UPF} B gN-é
qé0 BN-p) f¢  p dpopN pg U{o)g<? {¢BMN@AIOUN{-M Ng |
1) ¢N-N2I {oo{qU)pf-1 t¢gc¢2)2 apc¢ r)o{¢CNpfUF):;NG ¢)2-{
1) Npoo)t2oN-1 )o)-)¢a Ul)¢) 2l) I1p" ))g HHNH" ) d
)¢qgo)g- )g-1¢a8Npa-N pffa 2,YyY{¢e-)" 1) yo#{e)f)pa)¢c"Nc
Ac{o -1) dpbopN pg NNBI {ooN2aN{gq Nqg h{g"{g"p )" t{
the High Commissioner for Jamaica, Sir Laurence Lindo, and his wife Lady
hNg"{ UI{ Up® Y¢)2N")g- {A -1) hNBg¢co QN"p") -1 p-
unveiling of the “reconsecrated” grave. In addition, the High Commissio
¢)Y{¢-)" -1p- 9L-"1) tgea)a 22{ Np-N{q N dooNl H) VPN
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smith, Clive Soley, (now Lord Soley), asking him to join them at Seacole’s
gravesite. It had been almost a century since Seacole’s death and her con
tributions had long been forgotten. However, Soley, who had lived through
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Mark took up the mantle, cofounding the Mary Seacole Memorial Associ

ation. Her activism had begun in her Jamaican birthplace where she had
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with considerable resistance. In a 2012 article in the conservapwgfa rp N f
newspaper, opponents argued that Seacole’s importance had been exagger
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ers of Florence Nightingale also alleged that Seacole was overshadowing the
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tried to argue that naming her as a Black heroine was just political corractnes
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focuses on a biological categorization rather than a social and culturaasne
this book prescribes. Meanwhile, in 2013, then Education Minister Michael
Gove bowed to Seacole’s detractors and removed her from the national cur
riculum, saying that stu _ _ I
dents should learn abou™ ! & | ™Y
-¢p"N-N{gpf B¢ i '
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suggestion was met witr i
outrage, leading him to *‘:’*‘;

make a U-turn shortly N e
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organization created to
broaden Black participa_

tion in electoral politics,

played a central role ir
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on the national curricu

lum, starting a petition

that attracted more than
35,000 signatures.

) LA ¢)bf||:\|olg§£8* ' YJ* ry£E ®*yIgr«, Y, A* ®|AE *

a Mary Seacole statué, .|« YOdOp*#0y |[EC YOdO A«*£ ®ApPO, «AEY
would eventually fall to

the Mary Seacole Memorial Statue Appeal. Lord Soley chaired the charity
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of individual supporters, as well as from a small number of larger donors,
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den. Floella Benjamin unveiled the statue, which stands in the gardens of

®- {op2<? N{2YN-pf %{--)glpo r€ 'pUN" hpoor pff)"
“seminal moment for Londoners, and for the Black community particular
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particular and the contributions of Black people to Britishisbcin general.
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rican pioneers, and the Seacole statue demonstrate the importdmaaes
— spaces grounded in reality in which humans have embodied personal
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enslaved, enriched by colonial oppression, and nurtured by jadpas d
marginalized residents, PAD are insisting that these histories be made vis
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don clearly, unequivocally, and publicly acknowledges all who have lzontri

uted to its economic, social, and cultural development in the past ana mak

a commitment to doing so in the future.
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Chapter 4
Black Luxembourg

Bernardino Tavares and Aleida Vieira

In the Grand Duchy, Black Lives Matter’'s (BLM’s) impact has esiad
itself on various levels of society, from rallies gathering together lange n
bers of people to artistic contestation tactics and the appropriation of public
spaces, the mapping of buildings with colonial links, the defacement of mon
uments, and the renaming of streets, to mention just a few. All this happened
in the context of uncovering Luxembourg’s colonial past, which is directly
connected to Belgian colonization (see Chapter 2) (Moes 2012).
Although the early BLM movements had already pushed bottom-up and
top-down discussions on racism, no political measures had been put in
Yfp ) ¢a-Nf -1) NoYp - {A hr Ng ‘=« ) )0)a)2p{A -1p- 3¢
sort of “wake-up call” and a sudden turning point, with Black people raising
their voices against unequal conditions in modern postcolonial societies i
Europe, including in Luxembourg. Additionally, newly created asstoans
of People of African Descent (PAD), such as the feminist and antiracist asso
Np-N{q2 FNgcpY* pg" h5-i |N2) AY #)N2-)2f)p" pgUs 1p0)
Ng-)g2N )" -1)N¢ pg-N¢p N2- p -NUN-{9g23{q2 ki) bdgB -1) {q
racism from folklore to activism. As a result, the silencing of the colonial past
has been broken.
At the European level, an earlier study entitled “Being Black in Europe”
(BBE), carried out by the Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) and published
in 2018, had placed Luxembourg at the top of the list of European countries
Ul)e) Y)¢ )Y -N{g2 {A ¢p N2o p¢) U)ca INBI {{NP N2 p 2)¢N-
try where almost half of the population are immigrants (Statec 2020}. Fin
fpg" N2 -1) {qfa {¢q-¢a Ul)¢) -1)2) Y)tyYaNpe® @) INBI)
) hr o{U)o)g: pg" -1) [/ 2.."a 1pU) A{2-)¢)® P)bfpU) {A ¢pf
as debates at conferences, including one that focused on “Being Black in Lux
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embourg” (BBL) and prompted studies on racism, a subject that previously
had not been on the country’s public radar.

Sq p""N-N{q -{ pffa A{¢ Y¢{ ) -2 a - IpNMNHYNSgth A{
gration and the Greater Region, the government also ordered the Luxem
bourg Institute of Socio-Economic Research (LISER) to conduct an cnpre
edented national survey on the experience and perception of racism among
Y{Y¢fp-N{g? {A {f{¢ «c¢")¢)" a -1) Ipo{ ) NAP)I¢ -N)3

a -1) rNgN2.¢a& UN-I 1) Yp¢-N NYp-N{B{¢Ap MN{¢) "<(
Interculturelles et Sociales (CEFIS), the data was made available in tee thre
{0 Npf fpgB¢bB)2 {A -1) {cqg-¢a + hea)gdepd Nl F
plus English and Portuguese — and collected through a national online sur
vey in 2021.

) Y{ff Up2 2)g- -{ ¢pg"{o ¢)2N")g-2 pbqg" p2c)" N{U
¢p Npf pg” )-IgN "N2 ¢NoNqgp-N{g Nqg¥;fAoY){¥B) al
pb¢) opNgfa -pe¢B)-)" Sq UIN I {qg-)a-2 pg Ve )NON{qg?
"N2 ¢NoNgp-{¢a p -2 pgq" -¢)p-0)qg- al)¢) ppag{U baqg

{o p- -1)2) N2ag)a ) -)po Ng f¢")" {afa {q)YHEp c Y)¢¢
ticipation in designing and evaluating the questionnaire was not very rep
resentative of the diverse voices of the Black community. In an interview, he
pointed out that the LISER survey/study “does not reveal that there is very
marked ideological racism in Luxembourg,” and that, if compdwedh the
Ng"N p-{¢2 {A {-1)¢ {¢q-¢N)? 1) Bc¢)? NoNgB)o {¢
than in neighbouring countries” (Queirds 2022).

Na a.p-)o)g- ¢pNa)a p- f)p2- -U{ i¢)2-N{q?3{¢fflg )¢aNQql
1) ¢)a¢f-2 1pU) ))g of{¢) b ¢¢p-) NA {-1qO{ffp)t )aVY)¢
And was the inclusion of only one Black researcher another form of “token
Nao: pbg" pg p--)oY: -{ a{t-)g bq" 2o{{ | {Uxp-N{c)2cf-2
&) N- N2 NoY{¢C-pqg- ‘{ ¢q")¢CfNqg) Ip2@hg&a)cd )yeéB N?
toward opening up discussions on these hitherto avoided topics. However,
1)¢) Na 2.Nff o¢g | -{ ) "{q) -{ ¢NgB q)UgBNp}2pfA ¢)0
parties are included in the search for the transformation strategies that are
needed in order to eradicate racial oppression.

) @-¢"a<? g"NgB?2 U)¢) Ye¢)2)g-)" Ng rpe | " p- p ¥
pb--)g")" & -1) rNgN2-)¢ {A FpoNfa OApPNcCa "pNY -1) ¢)°*
the study. According to LISER, the data collected “will be used to identify
1) 2) -{¢a Ng UIN 1 2Y) N b -N{q? p¢) ghc)¥ppeca{ pbq"

account in the formulation of policy recommendations to combat racism and
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"N2 ¢NoNgp-N{g : N{U)U)¢ -{ p )¢-pNG p&)gp fPh €é-."a 2
of critical and disentangling voices that would better help society at large
¢q")¢2-pg” pg" ¢q¢pU)f f{gB2-pq"NgBgBN2fpNeNMyp -N{q po
ple in Luxembourg. In an interview with the newspapaperjamSandrine
Gashonga, the president of L&tz Rise Up, underlined the wish that “discrim
ination based on race be treated as a transversal problem that concerns dif
ferent ministries, mainly those of education and justice.”

As for the context of Europe in general, the category of race in L-uxem
bourg is “seldom openly expressed in language” (M’charek, Schramm, and
®cNgqg)¢ ‘e “—$ Ng Y{fN-N pf pg)er{UMNDpIaNe £¥¢2)2 )
ken. Before the BLM movement, discussions about race and racism were
taboo, despite longstanding racial discrimination against Africand ¢&heir
")2)a"pag-2  ¢® 1) i¢)2N{g {A ¢p ) Ip? ))a#hep @b 2)q-.Y¢
‘ee“$ Nqg he¢gd)o {¢¢B UIN | 90pa -)oY{¢cBeNNa pbYYPpPe Nqg Y
ticular practice only to then disappear again beneath the surface” (M’charek
® I¢tpoo pg" ®cNQgQ)¢ ‘ee” “—o$

t)yu)e-1)f)2a A{¢ q-|gqNp Gpq)-{ 1) Y¢)2N")q- {A FNq
resistance from Luxembourg governors, “the lines were moveel,taboo
was slightly broken, and the denial is less presenti) U{¢f" fNc) -{ )fN)UO)
that the BLM movement has served as an additional stimulus to awaken
Luxembourg’s white population to the selective (in)visibility of Blasdppe
in the country, as well as to their struggles for the recognition of their past
ba" A¢-¢¢) a) )fN)U) -Ip- A{¢ hgda)a)epiBiar 9 W) -a Nq
cially for the community of African origin, the BLM movement has created
ba pbUp¢)a)2? pg” b q))" -{ ¢)of) - {g - 1)N¢ N{YNoNB)q )2 pbq"
Ng 1) {¢cq-¢a 2{o)-INgB -1p- Ip? q{- IpYeY )Y )}¢fpAa{c) )
tion felt encouraged by this global movement to demand space for ligtenin
taking measures, and introducing changes to ensure equal respect and rec
ognition as part of Luxembourgish society. As we shall see below, there have
been some catalytic moments of robust racial contestation embodied in the
creation and activities of associations with African imprints, the usetaioa

U Y%EYr«gy, *# & ,J* VA, J|£« SrryJ)oO|iO ¢ £y gg *6g *%£ # Or&* & EPOO0 « +°
«|O*r, EyO,+*« |pp* Ar £]| g9p* ,80&B*E&j o QOHOKr, FETEK 1|,y
pp*r, *Aa #* g90#A y,O|r *, #* gy dA«, O *7 FE£y,0 ZEZE!

T YEVr«gy,*# & ,J* YA J|£« SYEPID«| &0 BY Oy qAIQ*EYg*« gOCr*« F
*«, Ar *A Y««+ g* #+41r0 p|Or« £+«*r, 7 F£y,0 ZEZE!
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tackle “hidden” colonial links, as well as the organization of conferences and
studies whose main topic is race and racism.

Traces of Black Representation in Urban Landscapes

In Luxembourg City and beyond, there are several street names and mon
uments honoring white Luxembourgers who were deemed important for
their participation in colonization and who made a name for themselves
from their colonial involvement. Although no monuments celebrating colo
nialism were torn down in the capital, contesting tactics were employed by
protesters, collectives, and associations to denounce colonialidimgéor
the decolonization of minds and (urban) landscapes. In their attempt to dis
entangle the Grand Duchy’s past colonial connections and everyday racism
¢q”)¢ 1) of--{ 9h5-1) ¢)¢B ")c{f{qN?*N)®)fe ¢tBF {f{aN
Létz Rise Up collaborated with the activist artistic collective Riofj22nto
document colonial memories emplaced in the city’s landscapth &gant
zations are presented in more detail below.

YN¢ poYpNBqg -¢p c)" ‘— 2a¥p )2 Ngq fYonNgBp V)¢ fN
companies, and parks, that were linked to colonialism and grouped them
Ng-{ -1¢)) opNg p-)B{¢N)2 ) ¢2. Be{s YV )faPN2Dh" {A
Nao A{¢ )apoVYf) 1) f{ p-N{qg {A BNffpch{{{BNBNaIpqg" {
{{c Yfp ) Ng F) ¢¢p¢a «“ee pqg" Ipcfa)Ra.-Gplk))¢cNm I U
Upa Ng -1) {aB{ ) ?) {aq" A{ ¢?)" {a {f{aNpfAY¢q{oa |
YapoVYf) 1) a){ {f{aNpf {cf)Upe¢" ({apf pay {H{ )¢ f)
qNpf Ye{YpBpqg"p )&aIN N-N{qg2 U)¢) 1))" RGN&) pa¢)?))y )
Gepg" "¢ 1)2® Ipef{--) Ng 7 pg" """ pgq" U{MBpp {qA
qNi)" & -1) F*"*¢p-N{q Sq-)¢aqp-N{agpf) ")® qffpgMpca )
(FICAC or International Federation of Colonial and Former ColoGiail
®)¢Upqg-2% {A UIN |1 h¢ga)o {¢¢B Up2a p o)ofgt)2 ) -IN¢
Ng2-N-¢-N{g2 f{ p-)" Ng 1) -I*q*) ¢Nf"NgBp&IN NN
tion of Luxembourgers in the colonial war in Congo, and the German BPresd
ner Bank and its cooperation with the apartheid regime in South Africa. As
these sites show, Luxembourg was active in European expansion although

N- "N" q{- Ip0) pga {f{gN)2 ¢{cBIl p A¢))UBNN")" -{¢
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took place on June 26, 2021 — people would get to know these unknown links
to colonialism®
Furthermore, several monuments are located on the country’s border
with Belgium and illustrate Luxembourg’s involvement in Belgian caleni
ism. In Arlon, for example, the statue of Leopold Il was defaced by protesters.
Additionally, a group of activists from Richtung22 made an interventioa o
¢{ai) o{gco)g- -Ip- ")YN -a -1) Y¢{ f) {A“(I$ {ppRc B -{ #e—-
)o {¢¢BN2l {f{gNpf )gBNg))¢ UI{ Ype NWNYN{E Ng )fBNp
bronze is set above a fountain on the wall of a former primary school, now
b INBI & I{{f Ng p2 Ip¢pB) IN& INf"I{{" I{o)UP¥qg ) o{q¢
created to honor him as one of the so-called colonial pioneers (Clarinval 2021)
who directed the construction of the railway line that connected the region of
rp-p"N -{ h*{Y{f"OUNff) #q{U fNqg2lpap -¢p-BWYNDL {A -1) ')
fN {A {gB{$ Ng e—"— #r{)2 ‘ee‘$
) b -NUN2.2 Yfp )" -1) o{géco)q- )INg" p ¥pg)f UN-I p
opening, leaving Cito’s head visible, but relegating him behind bars that
allude to a prison window, thus indexing his colonial crimes and responsi
bility for “the 5,500 forced labourers who died during a railroad construc
tion — of which Cito was the chief-engineer” (Spirinelli 2020; cf. Moes 2012).
) f{U)¢ Ype- {A -1) Ypa)f {a-PNag)" pbqg (;j'("fbb))'"-)é- I
1) UN -No?2 {A -1)38) ¢No)2 N2 Yfpij¢) {WHN)r- ) {0 Npf
¢p-)" N-{<& {f{gNpf "))"2 )F{U 1) ¢Y"pip"c )&  -1)¢) Up?
an iconic image of BLM. Additionally, the activists pourgtlel red drops
below the water tap, symbolizing blodd.

hé,i '0«* A * 10 J,ArCZZ ArO«¢pry@rAcL|p EF rrq #§r«UAr&0  *«

CAO#+*« _EYyU*E« g9JO0«JQER | YAY. g* #8058k |p #, *, * |g]|

rO«|r«+g*+gAa*p |A£C

fOrC h*| |g#9« OrU|gU*p*r, Or |g|rOyyO«E @« *a gyOr*# Or #*
1 d,0|r C*C*r '*rdpyg Or Luembufget BNort)JdA r* «JF, & EZ E

YYY Y|£, gA #* g|dyg*« yd,O|r+C*CIr##*tdpyg+HOUArQ*#*£d*.
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https://www.letzriseup.com/d%C3%A9colonisons-le-luxembourg
https://www.letzriseup.com/d%C3%A9colonisons-le-luxembourg
https://www.wort.lu/de/lokales/aktion-gegen-denkmal-in-niederkerschen-5ee78528da2cc1784e35fb67
https://www.wort.lu/de/lokales/aktion-gegen-denkmal-in-niederkerschen-5ee78528da2cc1784e35fb67
https://www.wort.lu/de/lokales/aktion-gegen-denkmal-in-niederkerschen-5ee78528da2cc1784e35fb67
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FOCAE*« o oy Yr# o o «£0COryg yr# A #y,*#Q0pPLC*« |B ,J* tO
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) {ff) -NU) ¢)")2NBq)" -1) o{q¢o)qg- b2 ba{h /W 9¢)o)
pean colonial culture” that has oppressed Black people in Africa, in Euro
pean societies, and beyond (Clarinval 2021). Although the artisticigades
proved ephemeral — the contextual rectangular panel was removed ghortl
pu-)eUpe 2 + -1) Ng-)¢U)q-N{q Ip® {qg-¢N& -JUpg=)q2N
1) {YY¢)22N{q bg" ¢¢-pfN-& -1p- o{qco)qea® Ny ¢Y¢ N
a)gq- ) hgéd)o {¢¢BNal IN2-{¢Npg N-)" p2plN)" R NNa®Y
insightful article that, as a student at the former primary school, he was not
taught about the colonial meaning this monument carries and consequently
aNoVYfa "N" g{- cq{U UI{ tN {fp2 N-{ Up?2 {2 -®YNCNq
importance of updating original monuments and street names, as exempli
Y' & -1) p¢-Na.-N {ff) -NU) IN l-¢qB¢ fW))"RffF-N{q o
about“colonial regimes, their racism, violence and plundering” (Spirinelli
2020). Perhaps, a recontextualization of colonial history would also be a
sound educational tactic.
Indeed, there are still a number of buildings in the capital linked to

Luxembourg’s participation in colonization, with their hist@s unknown
to the wider public. However, there was no public outcry until the BLM pro
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tests in summer 2020, when the organizations mentioned above started
contesting these buildings’ colonial links and connections. An inventory

op") a !N l-¢qB* pg" h5-i IN2a) AY A{¢ NPNGB N")g-N
called Cercle Municipal, in the center of Luxembourg City. It was used for
meetings, colonial exhibitions, and propaganda by the Luxembotrgis

{f{aNpf N¢ f) # h$ bq p?3{ Np-N{qg Af{e")NMNG """ a
Ip- 0)- ¢)B¢gfpefa ¢gq”")¢ £¢Nqg ) F*fNA)pgNo)l) B{U)¢Cqo)q
association supported Luxembourg citizens in their colonial activitres i

{gB{ t{U 1) Y¢{Y)¢c-a N2 )" a {o INp ) o))-NgB
N{gpf Ype¢-q)c¢? 2) {a" f{ pb-N{g N2 -IgcAhea)®d f h #f¢)"
bourg) building, now taken over by Quintet Private Bank. Its owners col

fp {¢pb-)" Nag apg NgB -1) Nff)Bpf apf)?){W [EJBNOIENQB -
in South AfricaYHowever, research into colonial connections is still in its
early stages.

Meanwhile, names such as Nelson Mandela appear as street names in

other cities in the country, for example in Esch-sur-Alzette, Luxembiurg
2) {g" fpeB)2- N-a& pg"” {q) {A 1) o{?- oNVYNfcHedNF ) o¢c
decided to rename Rue des Boeffgstii - )¢ 1) Y¢{oNq)q:- ®{¢ -1 ACN pq f)
Ng ‘e« A{ff{UNQgB p Y¢{Y{2pf A¢{o 1) f)W-Npaxype¢-a '*N
before the opening of an exhibition about Mandela at the National Resis

‘pag ) r¢#)éo Ng -1) N-a ) og?)éo -¢p ) JyaB@-{¢a {A h
¢q")¢ tpiN {YY¢)2aN{q Ac¢{o «"“e . { 7% AI9{0)2N2Y)C2Y) I
-pg ) o{U)o)g-* ) )&IN N-N{q 9t)fa{q rp)g")fp £ F)E{o £¢N?{
N")g-: ¢pg A¢{o YCENf -{ ®)Y:-)o )¢ ‘e pqg"IN? ¢Cp-)" 3
Museum in Johannesburg.
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£*py & #AEL£0rC ,J* § VE£,J*O# E*COpY O PAA,OpBE QAY*r gAa*p
[AEC *« J+ygi*, *+pyr#*gy+« £** +HottGestefre QYA S+ EZHo#
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Another building in the center of the capital became infamous for its frob
f)op-N ¢)Ye)2)g-p-N{g {A fp c Y){Vf) NEBBIUN“I‘p$
opened in the early 1800s, is called “M*apotheke” in German, or “Pharmacie
des N*” in French, and is hard to ignore due to the ceramic representations

{A -U{ ACN pg o)g 2-pg"NgB p- N-2 "{{¢aN?3))&)'pXEI)c)
e—e’ a4 fAC)" h)g{5f #e—="“+e—""% p h¢ a)oG)LOBPN2I YI|
understanding of the word “M*” does not leave room for ambiguities and
doubts as to its racist meaning (see Chapter 1). In 2007, the current owner,
Claude Hostert-Pfeifer, renamed it Pharmacie Ginkgo as she consideeed th
old name‘inappropriate for the era in which we live” (Hostert-Pfeifer 2021).

N2 ) I{)2 ®YNE¢Nqg)ffN<2 paa)¢-N{q

r *yrOrC« |B plrAp*r « r**# | * |r«O#*OF +«ar Ji
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by Richtung22 mentioned above, it could be argued that this covering of the

ceramic representations of the two African men constitutes a further act of

{0 Npfqg)e-¢pfNip-N{q pbg" NqUN=aN NfYNpN{Naio® hed)o {.

«U)¢ -1) a)pe? 2{o) NgN-Np-NU)? 1pU) -BEhqaF{eb ) p- -1)

Ng2-pg ) Ng "= p 2-¢))- Ng ¢2 I¢{I)¢H4p"NNRNB) {®g 1)

'N)cN¢ 1$ Up2 gpo)" pu-)¢ tN {fp2 Ge¢pg® #I$)"pig~'$ UI{ (

who was a colonial lieutenant, later promoted to a commander, in the Bel

BNpg {f{ga {A {gB{ N{U)U)¢ 1) 2.¢))- UpNQG)dpby" Ao ®

2020. According to Marie-Paule Anzia, a physiotherapist orfaghmer Rue

Nicolas Grang, the name change is a consequence of the BLM movement in

h¢ed)o {¢¢B ) -1)¢pYN2. )aYfpNg)" Ng B -)pViln) {qU)e¢s

municipality decided to rename the street because Grang had participated

in the colonization of Congo and had “done things he shouldn’t have.” Anzia

JaYfpNqg)" -1p- -1) q)U gbo) {A -1) 2-¢))- Ad ®")pc)f- ¢)A

of “fN) ¢ 6Nt N ) ¢"4"Mench term for a small geographical area bearing

b -¢p"N-N{gpf gpbo) g {0 Npf A¢{o -1¥{8caNMN)YDPfN-& {A
Ip- p?® Ap¢ p? 2l) N2 pUp¢) 1) gpo) @dA*ogpfqgNi¢pB gq{ Yp¢
¢ N2 fNgc)" -{ 9p gpo) A¢{o -1) UNFfplB) NqtNEY{®)N Ypa-

tations lead us to believe that changing the street name was a result of the

protests all over the world, including in Luxembourg, but also annate

and a strategy to neutralize the Luxembourgish connection to the coloniza

tion of Congo — something that, before BLM, was completely ignored by the

B¢)p- op22 {A h¢oa)o {¢¢BN2I 2{ N)-& ) ¢)¢ppNgB Ye{ )22
a -1) UNffpB)<2 opa{¢ pqg" -1) IN2-{¢Npg ¢pBMN2A{F2 UI{ N
{g-)oY{¢pca hida)o {¢¢BN?2I IN2-{¢a p- -P){NE})) th-N{qpf

d’Art (MNHA) (Heindrichs 2022).

As a result, the plaque honoring Nicolas Grang was transferred to the

MNHA to be part of the 2022 exhibition on Luxembourg’s colonial presence

Ng {gB{ # fpe¢NqUpf ‘«*«$ ) )oY{¢cp¢@)pa)N N:MN{q # YCN

provided an overview of Luxembourg’s little known colonial past. It aliowe

the public access to testimonies from private and institutional collections in

the form of objects, artworks and photographs, advertising brochures, and

press articles. By recalling historical facts and presenting numeraus p

traits of Luxembourg people involved in the colonial period, the MNHA dis

played the complexity of colonial relations. Furthermore, nine peommfr

today, whose lives are closely connected to Luxembourg and shaped by its

colonial past, told their personal stories in interviews with the museum.



102

Bernardino Tavares and Aleida Vieira

Even though the colonial era in a narrower sense has been over for more than

e a)pt2 opgad N-Ni)g2 a.Nff )AY)CN)G"p B -EN)B)R) -} Ng
MNHA's exhibition thus illustrated that Luxembourg does indeed have a
colonial past!

“Colonizing without Colonies”. Luxembourg’s Presence in Con

In the public realm, only a few social actors recognize the Grand Duchy’s
active participation in colonization, as it did not have its own colonies. Some

place the blame for the systematic suppression of Congo, which lasted until

e“ee ALf)fA {q 1) )IBNpPQ?2 #r{)2 ‘eee ‘oo’ YEYNCONG)FFN
ognize that thousands of Luxembourgers enrolled in the Netherlands’ mili

tary during the colonization of Indonesia, formerly known as the Dutch East
Sgq"N)? {¢"NgB -{ -1) IN?*-{¢Npqg? {2op)p{m™ f{ioA)¢B)¢C
{A 1) =71 )g-é¢a af{¢qB hega)o {¢¢B)¢?

«yY *rgO«,0OrC Or J* VEpd y« V£, )JB'A*QOfgQB*
Sr#0O*« B|E£ § £*gy . 0U*gd «J|£, *£0O|# JIBJE*|E+ Af
BypOgO*« *«,§y gO«J § A«Or*«« |£ §|jd#BfEgr*E£pyr
*EC*E Z@E " 71

In fact, the presence of Luxembourg in Congo manifested itself via the

¢) ¢¢N-o)g- {A a{¢aqB hea)o {¢¢B)¢? pafp-pNopN A{atp - N

)JfBN¢o  N2& { ¢¢e¢)” -{ 2, | pbg )a-)g- -1pB)NGg """
gained the same status as Belgians in the colonies. It was declared by the
Belgian colonial regime that those who aspired to work in thengodtould
have Belgian or Luxembourgish nationality (Mukuna 2020).

Sqg p""N-N{g {f{gNpf Ye¢{YpBpg"p bg" f{o&NgB Ng

bourg through local colonial associations, such as the CCL mentioned. above
In collaboration with white Belgians, members of the CCL organized confer
ences and campaigns at Luxembourgish schools to incentivize remu-g

pb-)2 { Yeeds) {f{aNpf pe))ea #r{)a ‘ee’ rddocdpa +'+$
4 q" Y{a.-2 A{¢ 1) a;¢Yfs2 {A INBIfa )"¢ INY" -h) a)o {

Y, 6hAa*p |AEC8« |g|rOyg Jy««? WNEYIpTIY X Zr *aJO O,0|r«
|AEC«+ |g|rOyg+ §«,


https://www.mnha.lu/en/exhibitions/luxembourgs-colonial-past
https://www.mnha.lu/en/exhibitions/luxembourgs-colonial-past
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)fBNpg p"oNgN2-¢p-NU) {f{gNpf 2-popgNGA pgB)o ¢ ¢) «
{¢ce¢B)¢a Up?a {Gt-)g qpg )" & -1) B{U)¢qo)g-)¢) p?) {A -I
Nicolas Cito remains emblematic of the way in which the country has dealt
with its colonial past.
A noteworthy illustration of Congo’s presence in Luxembourg is embod
ied in the person of Jacques Leurs; he was the son of a white Luxembourgish
father, a colonel in the Belgian Congo who worked in the rubber industry
# A Np¢g?)o)e ‘ee—$ pag” b {qB{f)?) of-1)¢ qpjo)" ¥ Ip¢2®
) pbo) -1) ¢2.- hia)o {¢¢B)¢ {A ACN pg ")21)q-{Ul)g I) Up?
the country at the age of two to be educated and live with his grandparents.
) foopc)e pg" UEN-)¢ F¢ gi Npe2)o)e INBIINBI-2 -1p- -1)
stitutes a return of colonies never before experienced by the inhabitants of
IN2 {¢q-¢a UN-I{¢- {f{gN)2 IN ) h¢RQoINECBs #{ee— 7o
¢co)g-pta fo )® NUPPei) rpgqg A qogdABladkmmory
Us), Hausemer recounts Jacques’ experiences as an Afro-Luxembourger. It
N2 pa)" {g Ng-)¢UN)U2 UN-I dp j¢)2< UN"&Je h*{gN h)¢¢
bourgish woman, who describes the various racist challenges tloed f@s
b Ng-)¢¢p Npf {¢Yf) {¢"NgB { Np¢saA)oBEfMBIN" $ h*{ql
that the reason why she did not have a child with her husband was because
91) U{¢f" g{- 1p0) -{f)ep-)" 2{o){q) @ ¢)pot)dB MN)¢N= 2{q Nq
comes the N-word”
i-)¢ IN2 Be¢p"¢p-N{g dp i¢)® h)e¢2 ) pa) b U)ff.cq{Uc

¢CpNfUp& Ng"¢2-¢a ")2YN-) IN2 YA{-N Nip-NYg 13l)g a{¢f" a
) pbo) ¢&-2) ¢)-peca {A 1) {p¢" {A"N¢) -{¢a {A -I) h¢ga)o
and was active in the national association and in the International Confede
b-N{gq {A F¢)) %c¢cp") AgN{q? N) pfa{ YP¢ NpN¥pp-NUNq VY {f
ism in the Grand Duchy at that time. His biography and social status remind
us of his German contemporary Martin Dibobe (see Chapter 1). Despite all of
IN2 {q-¢N ¢-N{g? 1{U)U)¢ -1)¢) Ip? -J)b{af{e{b)cNBE)OA{C
life with a plaque or a street name in Luxembourg’s public space. Beyon
tendency to romanticize his life, the documentary portrays JacquasslLe
Ipff)gBNgB )aN2:)q ) p2 9-1) ¢2- fp c Y)N2KINY hea)o {.
{oYfN p-)" )U)g A¢¢-1)¢ UN-1 -1) tpiN { pAY@IN{g Nqg " “
from his job at the railway company and had to resist the additional societal
bg" Y{fN-N pf Y¢)2a;¢) -{ ¢)pc ¢Y UN-I hW*{@N-1H)¢¢2 -Ip- |

Yo Y4Eyr«gy,*# & ,J* YA, J|E£« Sr ,J* |[EOCOryg 6'| d6rr, #*rt 7
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racial laws introduced by the National Socialists in Luxembourg thatesam
a)pe¢ #Npe2)o)e ‘ee—$ ) 2.¢¢BBf)2 h)gce2 APNIT "¢) -
)aN?&. -{"pa pf )N- ¢q")¢ p "NOA)¢)q- B¢LN?)
It is important to note that countries such as Luxembourg, much like
Norway (Chapter 5), and Poland (Chapter 8), are not deemed colonial powers;
Ng"))" -1)a "N" q{- {0 Npffa Y{22)2a {f{p&a)2c¢cphy* -1)a
themselves as “colonial outsiders” (Purtschert, Falk, and Luthi 20&@}. H
ever, it is too narrow to understand colonialism as mainly a chronological
or geographical marker. As Rizvi, Lingard, and Lavia (2006) put it, such an
understanding is deeply problematic, as colonialism works transvigrgal
"No) pg" 2aYp ) ® -{f)¢ #'see NA$ ¢)oNgi{2-paf)p9-i))¢) I
JoY{¢pf pg" poA) -NU) a¥p ) Ng UIN I ){pf@NpH) Nqg)ic
A{¢o2 Nqg UIN I -1)a "{ a{: N2 UN)U Y{N@A&N{NI%Z Y. ¢
in the “colonial presence,” which manifests in persistent racial inequities,
immigration, and language regimes, to mention just a few.
)¢) N2 p q))" -{ o{U) )a{g" ¢)"¢ -NU) qpP-Nfqgpf Y)¢
focus on colonial endeavors and practices across nation states and societ
ies, whether or not they were deemed former colonizers. Several postco
lonial and decolonial scholars and theorists have posited the continuity of
{f{aNpf 1)B)o{ga 9f{gB pu-)¢ 1) ")Ype¢ {{{dNpdNjq" {A
#') ®{eip fee— =78 2 {q) 2l{f" pfa{aNEm{NKg"B)
created knowledge and representation systems that became the basis of
/¢¢{)g-¢N N-&a UN-1 UIN I -1) U{¢f" Up?2 {'f{aqN'pfISyo-IN?2
constantly involved the attempt to impose culture and customs ontd) ¢ 2
whether as a result of a belief in the racial and/or cultural superiority of the
colonizing power; due to an evangelical desire to spread particular religions
or cultural practices; or as a mechanism for establishing and consaolglati
Y{fN-N pf {q-¢{f p2p {¢) A)p-¢¢) {A Yae# ¢¢¢)a’ BFf{ |
—7'$
) fNU)" )aY)eN)qg )2 {A fp c Y{Y¢fp-N{opNge{a2 2)
(work, education, politics, etc.) have proven that colonial legacies are pres
ent and longstanding, not only in presumed “classic” colonial metropoles
ba" {f{aN)2 3¢ | p2 F¢pqg ) £{¢-.Bpf pq¢ -{J{AN}pQ" -I)
in Africa, Asia, and the Americas, but also in those countries that self-pro
claim and position themselves at the “colonial margins” (Purtschert and
FN2 1)¢.%NQg* ‘e¢”"$ ®-¢"aNQgB -IN2 UR{ffNpPP - {0 NNB{A {c
knowledge and practices have been borrowed, remoulded and disseminated
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UN-INg 1) 2 N)g-N  {0oo0¢qN-N)2 )0)ma'pfape)r® XA pg" Y
1)2) 2-p-)2 #N N" —$  ff 1) {f{qgNPP {dp2NT) €} " 1)N¢
{gaN")¢)" {f{aNpf o)-¢{Y{f)2 )q) )" #poN pfRETpQY) -$ ) {c
politically from their entanglements with the more obvious colonial Euro
Y)ba Y{U)¢2 N2 Up? opgNA)2.)" -1¢{;BI NGIAN{f)a pg" oN
ments, trade, and the lobbying for colonial associations améess, as in the
case of Luxembourg.

Luxembourg has long been “marked by the scarcity of critical knowledge
of colonialism as well as of acts of resistance against the persistence-of colo
gNpf Y¢p N )2 Ng Y{2 {f{gNpf -No)2YMELC3")Ct$ pG" FN?2
elsewhere, the BLM movement and the assassination of George Floyd have
contributed to opening up more nuanced debates concerning racial inequal
N-N)2 %{B)-1)¢ h5-1 IN2) AY FNqcpY)g pqg" IMNAK&)gB * Ip
front of uncovering Luxembourg’s colonial past and spurring dialoguiib
N- %{ p fp¢B) )a-)q- -1)2) ") p-)® {g®N2ads)p-¢).)Upfep-
in public spaces designed to awaken today’s society to the longstanding neg
pb-NU) J)oA) -2 {A {f{gNpfN2o pg" I{U N:)NN@p¢Np)2-)" pq’
o{g¢o)gq-2 N2 N2 Ypepo{eq: Ng 1) {g?-CAPNEYC{A p )-
a{ N)-a ¢2 -1)%) p23{ Np-N{g?® bqg } {@3N)G)pf hpdaz.

embourg’s past and its contemporary forms of discrimination and inditpa

Cultural Associations with African Imprints

During the early 20th century, the presence of Luxembourgers in Congo did

not trigger the mass immigration to Luxembourg of Congolese people, nor of

baa {-1)¢ A¢N pg? p2 Up2 ¢a¢pffa -1) {pg)yedWN?l {)I)¢ {f{q
NooNB¢p-N{qg {A S-pfNpqg?2 aU0)ff)" Nq -E)ayo-HcXBg®a -{ 2¢ ¥
Ne¢{qg pbg" #-))f Ng"¢®-¢N)2 G-)¢ N- Ip" gBadq{oN fNq) "¢)
growth, guest worker agreements between Portugal and Luxembourg were

¢)UN2)" Ng-)q"NgB -{ 2-{Y pVY) B)¢")pg?® {dNgB -{ hga)o
E{¢-¢Bpf #hpYfpg I) pbg" Bpg”)¢cpo «""¥)e¢dp {4~ rpg { bq
YupUpc)a ‘ee—3$ N{U)U)¢ N- N2 U{¢-I q{-0gB-peEp)" Ul)g pY
{ {o) -{ h¢cd)o {¢¢B Ng 1) «7++2 -1)& I)fINE{¢)ABE))?) N-Ni
pY) B)¢") ) bo) Ng")Y)g")q- A¢{o £{¢-¢BPf®Mpg)*"~" p ¢
b-)B{¢a Up?2 {0 Npffa pg" )AYfN N-fa ¢R)"G¢pxyp{Y -1)o )q
‘¢ la #hpVYipqg 1) pa" Bpg")¢cpo «"7« dp {2 rpg { pg" r)¢-
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)2) pB¢))o)g-2 2-NY¢fp- NV {¢l BloNa  eyhid/Euro
pean Portuguese) would be allowed to enter the country (Laplanche and
Bpg")¢chpo «"7"« "— db {2 rpbg { bqg" Pb)C¢Y{Ng—-N-"8p?.
made explicit that a person’s race and ethnicity were the leading criteria for
)a-)e¢NgB {¢ )NgB ")qN)" p )*® -{ ) *-p-) q&-)¢ -Ip-
"N" )g-)¢ h¢ea)o {¢¢B N- Up? {gfa UNp)ADENTfE @) qN
¢{2aNgB -1) {¢")¢2 2) ¢)-fa Y%{"pa pYBR)C A Af¢o
group in the country (Statec 2020). However, they are constantly relceive
with displeasure, as the government and society have exhibited racist ide
{f{BN)2 -Ip- -{ p )¢-pNg )a-)g- 1pU) NgéfHNAN]Yy h¢a)
{Up¢" pY) R)¢")pg? ¢)6f) -NgB pg N {gN ¢)2{gpq ) {
In line with the BBE study, the social worker Mirlene Monteiro, a-Lux
Jo {¢¢B)¢ {A pY) B)¢")pbg {¢NBNg pg" p ops{)¢ {A -I
Np-N{g FNgcpY* Ye¢)2)q-)" 1) ¢)asf-2 {AepyN{gc"a {
pbY) B)¢")pg? Ng h¢ed)o {¢¢B {¢"NgB -{ )¢ ¢)*)pe¢
descendants consider themselves Luxembourgers, despite havidgato
with their sense of belonging being questioned by those who consider them
ayfU)a 9¢)pf: h¢ga)o {¢¢B)¢a aINf) -¢aNgBA-{1Y{UqYfE
BBE study, the Luxembourgish Minister of Family and Integration, Corinne
Cahen, pointed out in a debate that she was shocked by Monteiro’s results,
which prove the existence of racism in the Grand Duchy, and invoked her
personal experiences of discrimination based on her Jewish background.
Another young Luxembourger of African descent, who has experienced rac
ism both at school and at work, said that she was also shocked by the min
ister’s feigned ignorance of the longstanding issue of racism in the Grand
Duchy.’™
aN-1 -1))a )Y -N{g {A pY) R)¢")pg NooNB¢hp-N{q fN
ACN pbg? Ng -1) {¢q-¢a )¢) N2 qf 2-¢c"gB)NdoN -{ ¢
B¢p-N{g A¢{o opNqgfpg" AC¢N p -{ 1) G¢hpN" py-la ")s
presence of Black people in its urban landscapes. Black Luxembourgers
are quite noticeable thanks to their entrepreneurial spaces, such as small
Be{ )ca a-{¢)2 ¢)2-pe¢pg-® pq" IPpN¢ 2t {p=3¢MNpUp¢)
p-N{g? p2a U)ff p2 Ng Y¢ fN 2Yp )2 Sadep” «$0“sNpf
African residents in the Grand Duchy (Statec 2020); this number is mis

U F|£ plE* OrB|E£pY . O|r |rd,JQ« #YY &|A * |p Yy, J UpoJdZ
gy Y'Y


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zh282gIa8ww
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leading, however, because dual citizenship, which many PAD hold, was not
taken into account. In fact, if we included those with dual citizenship, the

g¢co )¢ {A pY) B)¢")pg? pf{g) U{¢f" ) pYYejaNop-)fa -I
g¢o )¢ {A pff AEN pbg? ¢) {¢")" Nq -I1gp{q *Nplc{p-N2 N
bg" r)¢-i ‘ee— YpUpc¢)a ‘ee—3$ GNU)q 1) -IB¢e¢)2 N- N

pY) B)¢") N2 -1) {afa A¢N pbqg gp-N{g ¢)Y¢)?)g-)" a pq
Grand Duchy.

Nonetheless, there has been a proliferation of cultural assoomwvith
African imprints in Luxembourg. Currently, there are more than 50 that
deal with the most pressing concerns of their community members, such as
b {oo{"p-N{q ¢q)oYf{ao)g- pbqg" {0 NpfeY@f)oe{cc #G)c¢?
- A %pUp¢)2 ‘ee—$ +l-)g -1)?) p22{ N N{F)pe¢d ¢?)" p?
and embrace the discursive tropes of “integration.” However, until rdgent
the ways in which the associations can operate to solve their members’ exis
tential socioeconomic problems to a large extent have been at the intersec
‘N{g {A )a{-N Nip-N{g pg" {oo{"N p-N{g YApolyNe¢ ¢f-¢¢)
during the annual Festival des Migrations.
N2 YU)gq- UIN T )Bpg Ng «~—’' N2 {¢BpgNa)g a -1) {ol

"ya aaf Np-N{g? "<O0-¢pfRssbéiatbns d¢dhnected to Africa,
South America, Asia, and Eastern Europe, as well as to Portugal, are prom

inent during the festival. Most of the organizations involved are of Africa

descent, while associations representing the USA, France, Italy, Germany

pbag" )fBN¢o pe¢) Ipe”fa #))g N2 N2 pqg NgI)¢)p-NgB {q-¢p
four countries represent the largest groups of immigrants in Luxembourg

pu-)¢ 1) £{¢-¢B¢)?) N2 Ypep"{aN pf NgIMBpqr)fya ¢2a )
UI{ N2 Y)¢ )NU)" p2 p 9oNB¢pqg-: pbg" UI'f NB)d{2- ) A)2-NU
country as multicultural, multilingual, and inclusive, altbgh there are

persistent unequal policies preventing social mobility for residents born or

UN-1 ID¢N-pB) Ac¢{o {¢-aN") 1) {¢cq-¢aB{AJ¢cqg@pmeYf) 2)U
jobs (which are more prestigious and better paid) are limitedumjiean

citizens (Gerstnerova 2016).

MU h / Yy« BAr#*# & J* rOrO« £48 |B FypSgaOkr# rSy«%«G£gyoQirOr
Jy. yp YOCr« B|E O.0i*r«JO £0CQ[Q@ |B|EY«D#tdyr BYEr J* £*
|IB Ag,Af£*« £*«Ag,0OrC BE|p OppOCEYH#OQm pyQ € By LOYr || §O yaA#OAT (
hAa*p |[AEC yr# Or, /AE|YYY gy* gA
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Beyond Statec’s numbers, however, information concerning Black Lux
Yo {¢¢B)¢2 N2 fNoN-)" ) fN--f) -1)¢) N2 aN)dpaA¢Qo q) LU
ering issues relating to the “cooperation for development” that has existed
)-U))a pY) B)e¢") pg" hgd)o {¢¢B aNg ) -13e=t$e2 # A
Negative stereotypes of PAD, drug dealing, refugee crises, and deportation
for instance — are common in these reports, suggesting that there is still a
pejorative image of Black people in the country. Academically, the iexper
ence of Africans in Luxembourg has remained uncharted terrain, despite
f{gB2-pg"NgB )aY)¢N)qg )2 {A ¢p N20 pbq{aNf@); fpfdN-N)?
people in the Grand Duchy. Indeed, the BBL conference debate has further
catalyzed nuanced public discussions about the country’s links toiablon
ism. In its wake, several other debates and conferences in diverse sectors of
af N)-a A{ff{U)" {¢BpgNi)" a h5-i IN2) AY pqg" FNqchpY
FNgcpY* a.p¢.)" p2 pg NqA{¢opf Yfp-A{¢q.Nq ‘e~
Ye¢{ - paa{ Np-N{q )A{¢) hraYgsee)" NFfRep{fia NKg N
gpo) FNgcpY* o)pg? 92-N ¢ A{{- -NBI-: Npqgpy) B)¢"
loosely translated in English as “grit one’s teeth” — the act of summoning up
{g)<2a 3.¢)qB-I -{ Apb ) ¢qYf)pbapg-q)22 {¢ Y@N& ) p "I
on its website, the name suggests the determination to struggle fot-a be
)¢ fNA) ) {¢BpqgNip-N{g Up2 ¢)p-)" -{ ¢pxTfACp N2
"N2 ¢NoNgp-N{gq pg" Nqg)icpfN-a £ "N{go AN ¢ IENQ)Q N
active in denouncing the racism that members have experienced in their
interactions, from school to work> Sq pg Ng-)¢UN)U FNqgcpVY*r<a
Anténia Ganeto stressed its engagement in tackling four interseciesp
{A 2-¢¢ -¢¢pf ¢p N2 -Ip- pOA) - fp eV ){¥EFNAB ¢ |
and gender’$®Sq -)¢o?2 {A N-2 N"){f{BN pf p cB¢{sq" 2I)
as an antiracist, Afro-feminist, and decolonial association, contedtto
opening spaces of visibility, raising awareness, and bringing a criticat po
of view to challenges and pejorative ideas related to the Black population.
f-1{¢Bl U)¢a q)U FNqgcpY* Ip2 {¢BpagNi)qrAA)D)Cpf p
debates, training, and strikes — in collaboration with other institutidna
actors from the government and civil society, including Mirlene Monteiro.

T 6FOrdy + h* £+«*JA BE|#*« *r#WrQ, hAGr p QAHIC kB FA « «|A.
YYY yrdy ¥ gA

H- r,}roy Gyr*, | ,J*FiRapeQO#r #O|8 A««O|r YO,J VA J|E£ *E£ry£+
Fy * ||d yr# ,*g* J|r* hAa*p |AEC O,d hAa*p |[AEC ACA«,


https://www.finkape.lu/
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hs-1 !'N2) AY A{¢q")" Ng ®)Y-)o )¢ ‘e¢” pNo?2 -{ Y¢
¢pg?A{¢op-N{g N2 Ng f¢")2 1) ¢)2-¢N-g NGB {A Y¢
and the deconstruction of stereotypes and prejudices linked to racial and
religious identity. For its members, however, social change starts with
individual change and the self-awareness that they are being racialized
in their own country, although their communities have been cdmiti
NgB -{ h¢eda)o {¢¢B<2 ")U)f{Yo)q- A{¢ )g-de¢N)* %{ -Ip-
ration with Richtung22, Létz Rise Up has organized guided visits around
the capital to highlight places linked to colonialism, as mentioned above.
Beyond colonial memory, it focuses on education and legislation, which
1) {¢BpgNip-N{g )fN)U)2 pe¢) {¢) p¢)pXxMNaNgp BI- pB
tion. Furthermore, this association collaborates with other publistin
¢ N{gq2® 3¢, I p2 1) AgNU)¢aN-a {A hoa)dp{NEBN@q" 1) A
Human Rights, to bring together international experts on questions of
institutional racism.®*

alp- -1)2) -U{ p22{ Np-N{q? 1pU) Ng {odfgNN? fhogb -NUN?
political approach to unraveling racism and other forms ofcdimination
‘Ip- p¢) NgBe¢pNg)" Ng 1) 2-¢¢ -¢¢)2 pAPA) NoY{&fhq" Y{fN
composed of people of African origin and their descendants, who, in cellabo
ration with stakeholders, are trying to disentangle racism and create a fairer
af N)-a ) -U{ p22{ Np-N{qg?2 1pU) U)¢a YeINNoF Refpy¢I N)2) -NUO)a
Both walk the same road to combat racism, gender bias, and other areas of
discrimination, such as religion, sexual orientation, employmentdatis
ability. Additionally, both of them stress the intersectionality of thesenis
of discrimination and inequality.

Unlike the two feminist and antiracist organizations, Richtung22 is a
op {¢N-&.UIN-) g{q.Y¢{ - pa2{ Np-N{GoApgye}" pay'pe¢ -N2.2
theater enthusiasts in 2010. Its aim is to regularize artistic professions and
)g2¢¢) ApNe U{¢cNgB {gq"N-N{g? ) {&f)ghNOpagN? {oVY{?)
a{caB Y){Yf) A¢{o "NoA)¢)q: YC{A)#*N{gpf )PpYgBC¢{cq"*?
cially theater and cinema, as a social tool that they believe should be “inte

U, BAr#*£« yr#0rC Sr«, O, A, 0|ryg !V Q@ *OrF fp Ve Q UF#ENEOr C
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did not escape its attention. Richtung22 collectively reunited a group of

local artists to symbolically arrest one of the most prominent Luxembour
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tioned above.
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to achieve social equality through a redistribution of the material necess
ties for an existence as free subjects, while the conditions for a just society
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Chapter 5
Black Oslo

Michelle A. Tisdel

In Norway, numerous demonstrations were organized in response to the
06¢")¢ {A G){¢B) Ff{a" Ng 1) A® Nqg rpa ‘s‘«+ ) 9a) bpq
Justice for George Floydlemonstration, arranged by the African Student
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Rising in Solidarity and Empowerment (ARISE), mobilized more than
«” eee Y){Yf) {q dcq) * S Up? «2f{<2 2) {¢)PfqipecB)2- Y]
{ -1) cNffNgB ) {¢BpgNip-N{q? 2{.BOB-{YENE)ONBN- -1) {q
structural racism and inequality in Norway, not just in the USA. In media
interviews and statements, they referred to Norwegian examples of police
violence and the police’s use of excessive force, as well as to discriminatory
attitudes and practices that have led to structural inequality and expezgenc
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case seven years earlier involving 21-year-old Ghanaian-born Sophia Baidoo
who was also restrained in a chokehold, but survived. Pubplitian and
debate surrounding these incidents pointed to discrimination, minority
rights, and police brutality as issues of concern for antiracism orgaioizg
and activists.
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Square) in front of the Norwegian parliament into a new site of meaning
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describes a constellation of emotionally important components and highl
UNaN f) U)ge¢)2 -1p- 1pU) "NOA)C)qg: J)o{N\fapf {MNBYN |
1) Yo £N ) f" #1{232 fee— fee”$ ) ")o{q?-XpUN{eYq" 1)
sages of the organizers and protesters became central to a renewed racism
debate that is still ongoing. As the site of a collective mobilindo antr
racism and social justice, the demonstration became a platform formgpic
claims about historic inequality and articulating demands for new fiags
of equality and social justice.

Sq 1) A{ff{UNgB U))c2 1) Y¢ fN "N2a {g®hN)N{gR cfa
of racism, including everyday racism and structural racism ie thorwe
gian context. Many individuals with a so-called minority background edar
personal narratives of discrimination and highlighted important exales
of how individual incidents of discrimination contribute to systemic and
structural inequality. In the public discourse that played outriaditional
and social media, the stories were met with an array of responses, such as
empathy and support, but also criticism and provocation. Debates focused
on the claim that racism in Norway is still a hindrance to quality of life and
social mobility. How could a country with such strong social democratic a
egalitarian principles and anti-discrimination legislation be faet ground
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demonstration illustrated, among other things, the importation of pichl
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ertheless, the demonstrations had mobilized a new social engagement and
political interest that highlighted issues of self-representattiand historical
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prestigious institutional partners, such as the National Library of Way,
the National Gallery of Art, Architecture, and Design, and the Deichman
Public Library, producing more than 15 events. Black representation and
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tion that promotes freedom of expression, public debate, art, and culture,
commissioned an analysis and report titled U)¢NgB -1) ') p-) {q !pb N2o
Ng t{¢U)BNpPqg r)"Np — rpa =+3¢)Y{¢-.Bp2a Y4)»¥ps)"
by Retriever, Scandinavia’'s largest media monitor and analyssciibed
as a “media analysis of racism in the wake of the murder of George Floyd
and the emergence of the Black Lives Matter movement,” the report under
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the national relevance of George Floyd’'s death as a catalyst for widespread
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active role in the Norwegian racism debate that ensued following antiracism
solidarity protests around the country. )2) ") p-)2 pfa{ )aYf{¢)" 1) N2aa,)
of historical representation involving monuments and statues commemo
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in Chapter 3.
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other immigrant and labor organizations, had staged an anti-disanaa
tion and antiracism demonstration at University Square, a few blocamsfr
Eidsvolls Plass. It was a response to anti-immigration policies, such as the
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that impacted immigrant populations at the time (Rgsjg 200%)q rpa —
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Racism staged a protest outside the Ministry of Justice and Police, demand
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ARISE and ASA commemorated the anniversary of the 2020 demoaosirati
acknowledging the continued relevance of antiracism and thelrieecot
lective action and responsibility.

) ®NBgN pg ) {A fpc 2Yp )2 {A ¢)Y¢)2)g-p-N{g N
zones — places or frontiers for “meetings” where “people geographically and
historically separated encounter each other and establish oggatation
AINY2: #ECP-- o7 «$ + )0)¢B)? -1¢{cB)a IY)NGF) ebI{ N{q
0))- ba" )aBpB) -1)¢) &b {ag-b - i{q) -b) {Ffdcap{qg?-
5 engaged not only the 15,000 demonstrators but also those who observed
ba" "N& ¢233)" -1)N¢ )aY)eN)q )2 ) ")o{p¥ ¢ptNApqlih" IN
and gave legitimacy to self-historicizing narrative practices about diaey
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European Attraction Unlimited:
A Temporary Site of Collective Memory
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Fp"fpb N pg" ¢iq)¢ gpo)” -1) Y¢{*) - pu{atYpgénhtatfa. p2)"
pean Attraction Unlimited, run by entertainment entrepreneur Ber8inger,

Ur{ Up2 1) "N¢) -{¢ {A -1) o0c?)o)g: ")Ype-oNaN{j- 1) <7
Ip- op¢c)” -1) )a-)agNpf pggNU)¢apca {A"NpB—¢“ {q2-N-
the numerous human zoos and colonial exhibitions that were celebrated in
G)¢opga #2)) IpY-)¢ «$ pg" {-1)¢ /o ¢{Y)lbep -NeNYN)® -2f{ p
in this colonial cultural tradition, staging{qB{fpq"# §ndB{f)2) BNffpB)$
"¢¢CNQgB 1) ApNC Nq "« ®{fN"NAaANpBIpO ™N2a)p¢-N{qg {A
¢qN{g UN-I 1) ¢¢,fNgB cNgB"{o {A ")qop®)cetpt) " )AIN N-I
"¢ -1) )a-)agNpf {A 1) e—+* t{¢U)BNpt) dp*NNas*N{q ¢-
¢) )g- ) {a{oN pqg" ¢f-¢¢pf p IN)U)o)q-?)" Jo) AG{*N-N{q A{ ¢
try, agriculture, and shipping, but organizers also aimed to entertain the pu

fN Y¢) Up2 pbg po¢?)o)g: Ypec UIN I {gBRNFfp'B)A pl) {qB{
Ferris wheel, a 700-meter roller coaster, and other attractions.

) 2-pB)" {aB{f)?) BNffpB) Y¢)2)q-)" —+ ACN pg Nqglp N
)Bpf Ng p -1)p-¢N pf 2)--NgB 2 obgéa F ¢)YPNIFN{g 2Y) -f
have visited the exhibition, where they encountered African adults arld chi
dren, dressed in allegedly “traditional” clothes, using supposedly “authen
tic” tools and objects, and performing what were assumed to be “ordinary”

African activities. According to newspaper reports, the village «tedi
of approximately 20 huts built by the “villagers,” who cooked meals, sang,
"Pg )" bg" Y)CA{¢0)" ¢)INBN{c? ¢Np;pMNoHOEDBAC{Y)S

Y a* «0.* |B hy¥E « «AirggE« Air*£ |p *A£| *yr+y, £y .O|r+gOp0O . *


https://larscuzner.com/european-attraction-limited/
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these productions were billed as entertainment but also as contributions to

Y¢ N NgA{¢op-N{g {¢")¢NqgB {qg )"cab N{N{{PA){®NqB
U)BNpg2 p ¢aqNi¢) {YY{¢-caN-a -{ 2)) A®NIpqge2-¢2-1p
time) and to observe them as “exotic” beings in their “natural” habitat engag

ing in everyday activities.

) b¢ INUpf )UN")q ) -)ffz ¢a 1{U)U)¢q 1P +19“Ng"N

9 {gB{f)2) BNffpB): U)¢) ¢) ¢,N-)" Ac¢{o "NONWF)q- ®)
) opbg Ul{o gq)Ua¥pY)c2a ¢)A)¢¢)" -{ p2 9-13BINAPB) IN
tee* $ Up? d)pg Npo p ¢)2N")g- {A 'pcphe¢ Ba)pu)f)e p
UI{ pfa{ Yp¢-N NYp-)" Nqg f{ pf Y{fN-N 2 )NPeeIp" -pc
a{cf" /alIN N-N{g Ng £p¢N2 E£¢{A)22{¢C p@") OIBNP:BI{fp
B)*-2 -1p- Npo Acq -N{a)" b pq )oVf{a)e) e NHApB)¢ /
®)q)Bpf)2) )2) )Ho)g-2 Age-1)¢ ¢)0)pf 1) J&¥f)a ap-
¢)2)a-p-N{g Ng t{¢Upa + Nq "+ p® U)ff p® Nqg “e-*

) Ja-)g- { UIN 1 1) {gB{f)2) BRNffpB) )aIN N-N{qg N
Norwegians new insights into how Africans lived or merely reinforcedtac
a.)e){-avy)® pg" N")p2 b {¢- p ¢p Npf IN)¢py Y& N2 INB
lic's reactions ranged from curiosity and excitement to discomfort and dis
gust. For example, some spectators seemed surprised or fascinated by the
similarities between the demeanor of African and European children, while
A{¢ {-1)¢2 -1) )aIN N-N{q {q ¢o)" -1) af) Mod {Af-AEN bg
as primitive and inferior to civilized Europeans.

) +7+" "¢ Nf)) )aIN N-N{q -{{c Yfp ) NpgNp - IGgNHYN-
fp-)¢ Up? ¢)gpo)" «2f{ {ooN--)) A{¢q")" INA&G¥e- Ip”
Ac{o YpefNpo)g:- pg" 1) f¢CN2a-NpgNp o¢ AN ‘N¥pfNea
tef ™0Up2 pYYE{U)" -{ A¢gq" 1) YaIN N-N{g {&IpN¢) {0U)¢)
0)-)¢2 pg" Ng f¢")" @2Na -1)op-N ")Ypc¢-oNphoo)jwg" «~ 2)
*Tf— “e’+et$ ) B{U)¢qo)qg- pg" fEN2-NpGNps-9LqN N
"eo see tef pQ" 'ee eee tef ¢)2Y) -NU)fA UINM {cBpgNi)
¢pN2) pbg p""N-N{qpf —ee eee tef . I¢{¢sBI p f{-*J¢a pqg" -

As part of the celebrations of the 200th anniversary of Norway'’s caititu
Ng ‘e« -1) B{U)¢qo)q- A¢g")" -I) ¢))gb -0)q-UIAN 1) 9l¢c

o %Jd* *¢AOUyg*r, |B Y £|a0Opy.*gd ZEZ 'TE EEE tf |£E W
HU Y%J* ypl|Ar,« YyE* *¢AOUYg*r, || J*EBEQEIEEr Q¥ E2E UG
Ze o7 "EE tef |£ WZ Zo' EEE ZEZ+ ' EECEETETEEL otfef|£ oo
We “E EEE ZEZ+! yr# "EE EEE tof EHEF dEZEEE
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sparked debates with antiracism organizations. In recreating this ctiteeent,
Fadlabi and Cuzner’s project sought to raise important questions abaak Bl
and African representation in Norway, the country’s relationship to dalon

IN2-{¢a pqg" "N& {¢¢?)2 p {¢- ¢pb N% Ng ¢BpPpNr)“«-F) )a pfa{
conference “European Attraction Unlimited,” which assembled exspartd
researchers in art and African history to probe the historical context of race,
Nag)i¢chfN-a pqg" ¢)Ye¢)2)q-p-N{q a¢¢¢{¢¢P'B\)qB¢£f)) -faB{f)®)
)o)® Ng f¢")" A¢{)g-¢N INa-{¢N pf Y)G*W) NNd#)3Ipop-)E¢Npf
enabled imperialism, ideologies of racial hierarchy, and the problematics
try surrounding human zoos or exhibitions that showcasedigenous peoples
and traditions as “exotic” and “primitive” for white spectators.

) b¢-Na-2 {q )NU)" -1) Ye{) - pa p Y¢¢MNo)yNpf{B¢) b

that would address historical patterns of injustice and asymmetricalggow

¢)fp-N{g? )-U))a AEN b pqg" /¢¢{Y) bg* -¢)N&)"YPYefp -N{q°
opportunity to question the material conditions and power relationsatth

21pY)" Y)e )Y-N{q?® {A ¢p N2o pqg" ¢)Y¢)2)q-INN{g Nqg 7"
¢q")¢2-pg"NgB? pg" Y¢p N )2 {A ¢p NNopON{t)eNpEFa pg" .

IbgB)" p- pff %{ 2pa -Ip- Fp"fp N pg")" ci)E&2fNe¢{") - )q
is an understatement. Reactions ranged from amusement and atyjde
concern, irritation, and provocation. Critics questioned whetheresmact

0)g- {A p ¢p N2-23V) -p f) {of" )0A)i-d)UDAaCPENRO NIG-) b
1) Yp®- pg" -1) Y¢)2)q- <-1)¢2 p¢B¢)" -1p-fNagR $A)ap -0)a
1) «7e“ {qB{f)?) BNffpB) {¢f" Ngp"U)¢h)aNfa "OFNm{¢ ) ¢p
a.)e){-av)a2# A flpqg.ce@-¢)o ‘e"

q{-1)¢ Y)eay) -NU) Up2 -1p- -1) Ye{) - ¢aBI)} IpU) )q) -

use of more archival evidence and information about the “villagers” in the

*“¢“ JAIN N-N{gq e&-¢) )¢B A{¢ )apoYDQB{dJ2)"RMNFfp-B)
was part of a broader tradition of public display and information dissemi

qb-N{qg #e-¢) )¢B ‘" $ ) "¢ ", NTpPfHaAAPNN)Y Y E{BCD
aopff Apc¢o {Y)¢p:-)" & 1) fpf & ApoNfaot{BU)ENpg Apc¢o)c
B)g g)p¢ d)22l)No #a&-¢) )CB ‘es“p$ Sq - INDBMNPRHPB{-1 -I)
y¢a<< pqg" 1) t{¢U)BNpg Apcto)¢ta U)¢) I, Nba YapN N-2 ) t
ily, however, was part of the agriculture and industry presentation, latate
inside the main exhibition area, and intended to illustrate Norwegian farm

NgB o) 1{"* Sq {q-¢p?- 1) {aB{f)?) BNfHEBpNIp? Ype  {
ment department, separated from the “serious” exhibitions and located



122

Michelle A. Tisdel

outside the entrance. Promoting European superiority, it was designed as a
contrasting showcase of “exotic” people and culture from Africa.

l¢e{Y)pa --¢p -N{g AgfNoN-)" pg" N-2 “«{") {gB{f)?)
were a critical event, not only because they engaged the public in an4mport
ant debate about racism and representation in Norway. Some of the most
outspoken critics of the project were individuals from the Black roomity
who feared that the mere replication of such a dehumanizing spectacle might
retraumatize their members, not to mention delight anti-Black racists. As the
Y"N-{¢Npf UEN--)g & tpiqgq))qg flpg.e?2-¢)o 2:;BBR)?:)" po
denial of racism in Norway, the complicated debate among Norwegians of
African descent — and the, at times, uncomfortable majority—minority inter
b -N{g + 1) {aB{f)2) BNffpB) Up?® b 90)qipd“$-p)): #flpq
art project was designed to mobilize taboos, stereotypes, and discomfort
that obscure racism and inequality. Inadvertently, perhaps, the ptajso
¢)YO)pf)" -1) {oYf)aN-a {A fp c «2f{ + N-pg@"pe{dY)¢fq)C]
ing self-images.

FOCAE* * Z r|Jyp*# 9O Fy#gy O yr# hy£x £EAJir*& 9xr 6F £ C|rg £« ?
£EYEd Or ZE <>, ,®4AL |Ppp|r« YOdOp*#0y |[EC YOdO FIEEG f|rC|gy
£J|,|CEYV J a™£r JEO«,Oyr WU™EELOQ««*r ZE-se


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kongolandsbyen_2014.JPG
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Sq rpa ‘e+* piu-)¢ o¢ I {g-¢{U)¢?a pq" ")-p¢) -)M1) pe-N2.2
)N¢ of")f {A 1) {aB{f)2) BNffpB) p- -) POYLA 1) 7"
Ng Fe{Bq)¢ Sqg?-)p" {A Y{Y¢fp-NgB -1) ¢)N¢)p-AtN{qB{f)?)
can bodies, before the opening, the artists had published an open call for
U{f¢eqg-))¢a -{ Yp¢-N NYp-) Nqg 1) UNffpB)alag"NyYfpaNgB
artists opened the attraction, the public became both collective sjpesta
ba" 2Y) -p f) p2@ Ng"NUN"¢pfa U)e) f)a-¢N{¥iappe )p 1 {-I
“othering gazes.” In this way, Cuzner and Fadlabi further engaged the public
in antiracist and postcolonial debates by creating a new spectacle that ques
tioned existing understandings of what it means to perpetuatel ahal
lenge racism in the past and the present.

Colonial Innocence and Cultural Contestation

Power structures, material conditions, and sociopolitical factorsehaiso
Ngofe)g )" ¢{p")¢ a{ Npf Ye¢{ )22)2 2a; | pOFYV'BYN ") p-) |
Ye{"¢ -N{a ) {g?-¢¢ -N{qg pbg" Ye¢{"¢c ¢OHaN{NAING{HEN pf
¢0)gq-* pqg" o)o{¢Npf aN-)& pb¢) opgNA)2-pb-N{HFf{A -1)?) YC.
"7 h{U ‘eee$ Sq Y¢ fN "N2 {s¢2)2 opga {NOsqN-a f)p'
Na.a 1pJ) p""¢)22)" "NoA)¢)q- cNg"? {A)P{IAApg IN2-{¢N
the perspectives of minorities and People of African, Asian, and Caribbean
‘Y2 )q- Yapc) A{¢ )apoYf) l¢sopg ¢NBI-&N-NUNRENgq" ¢ f-
Salimi'sbook|p2N2ao)q2 |7--)¢ 'b [pa8N230) f{p ¥{N ith¢ecByo
al)g !'p N2o po) § #CUpS N) "N2 gaaya |[f(J ¢p Nao ") gl
power, and representation can be understood in relation to brohtories
of European colonialism, extremist ideologies such as fascism and Nazism,
as well as global inequality. InpqB A{f" {B (AINO)®3WN"“a pq" /i¢pfN-a
#®PFfNON «""«$ ®pfNoON p A{co)¢ f)p")BKHANg?) tpcU)BNDpq
N8o #«"—'+"—$ )qBpB)? a{¢qB)¢ ¢)p")C¢P NabpN{g® ¢ 22N {q
in Norway, citing the need for knowledge grounded in respect for human
dignity.

{gaN")¢ A{¢ YapoVYf) -Ip- UINf) 2 N)qgq-N3* IpNe¢f U{g hNqg
perspectives on the racial categoriesd{o{ 2p Y N) g,2he perd ad
engaged in lucrative triangular economic activities — enslaventeat traf-

c)* ACN pg? pg” -¢p")" B{{"2 o) ¢W) ) A4IN [peN)
)ba ba" /¢e{Y) Fe¢{o 1) [)A{¢op -N{qWma-Up2cgpMf «—-"
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{A -1) 'pgN2l /oYNE¢) UIN 1T ¢Nf- 1) I&ENPfN)Ppgeaf{ecB A
pa-f) Ng -1) ¢¢¢)g- N-a{A ¢p Glpgp ®2U))dN®"" p
stronghold became the seat of the Danish governor, who oversaw the colo
nized peoples and land on the so-called Gold Coast, but later the fort became
bg NoY{¢-pg- 2cYY{¢- Y{Ng- A{¢ )g2fpU)b)pobc¢k -UNg c
and Norway was active with its route between Christiansborg on the Gold
Coast of Africa and the Caribbean colonies, now known as Saint Croix and
1) A BRN¢BNqg Safpg"2 ¢- A{¢o)¢fa pff)" -1) 'pgNal a
As part of Denmark—Norway, many Norwegian residents and regions
)gBpB)" Ng pg" )g) )" A¢{o -1) )g@fpU)o)gN [pg™ -¢po
during this period. In the 17th century, the Bergen businessman Jgrgen
{Co”If)q #ee“s+e—e—3% NqU)2.-)" Ng 1) Nga<} pdNYYNgB
the largest ship owner and industrialist in the country. His good relation
UN-I ')gop¢c<? fNgB I1¢Na.-Npqg R f)" -{ {¢olbf)g<a pY°
0)¢ ) "N¢) -{¢ #oNgN?2:-)¢ {A -¢p")$ Nq c*e—Cp")¢o0”If)q
with the Danish—Norwegian colonies in the Caribbean between approxi
op-)fa ee”e pq" e—ee #rp¢"pf pg" F{?%)q "p'¢$) HA NINZpN"
) {g{oN 2&2.-)o 1) Y)E¢N{" +——++—" Up? p{l)@ppa A{c¢
N{U)U)¢ 1) b {fN-N{g {A 1) -¢p") N )4rEPp X" ‘AN b
)g" {A )g2fpU)o)q- N- -{{c ¢q-Nf *—"— A{¢ N- -{ ) p {I
)¢) N2 poYf) 2 I{fp¢2INY pqg" p¢ INUpf )UN")q ) -{
refute notions of Norwegian colonial innocence, which underpin many-deni
als of racism and the historical conditions of inequality that the Benjami
N)¢opqg?)g ¢2- pq" j¢ 1 1))2)2 £fp22 p " ¢)2ag#UY "N2 ¢
NoY{¢ -pq- )apoYf)2 p¢) )¢B)q. p2)" "{¢cMapfNe +$fp2
anti-slavery writings and the works of activists of the Sami movement,
8¢ 1 p2 /f3p hpefb 1)q )EB #e———+""¢% pY " $pAN{P ®-)q
the southern Sami-speaking region of Sweden. As historian Aigeimg
explained, in the Danish—Norwegian and European context, Fasting was an
early and unreserved opponent of enslavement, even though — or perhaps
) be?) + 1) 1p" ¢)fp-NU)2 pg" A¢N)q"2 Ul{pwc{fpy BC)p
p-N{g? Ng 1) b¢N )pqg #2)) t""NqgB ‘+«gB S#)+"N2Sq -
magazine £ ¢ { U N q 1 N(Bdrgep," 1778-81) to argue against enslavement
and to directly oppose the excuses of Danish and religious authorities, both
in articles and through translations of stories of enslavement and the trading
of Africans.
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Fee-1)eo{¢) q)U2YpVY)e baqg{¢cq )o)g-2 Ae{atol) «—-1 )q-¢

the presence of enslaved Africans and Caribbeans living in Nomithy
their Danish and Norwegian enslavers who had returned from the-Dan
Nal+t{¢U)BNpqg {f{qgN)2 pg" -1) AgN-)" fNgBH{o-13g ®)Y-)o )
year before Fasting published his antiracist writings, a baptismal anoeun
ment for a Black woman called “Christine” or “Juliana Maria” appeared in
the newspaper )¢B)g?2 "¢)22) {q-{NC29/WNAeXBCcGNPBgqB2 -{

rp" 'N2 INgB:l¢q UI{ ¢{¢BI- 1)¢ Ac{o -1) a)a® Sq"N)2a -{
About ten years before Fasting’s publication, the merchant frigate) "-) g @

{ ¢had already sailed from Accra to Saint Croix with a cargo that consisted
of 265 Africans. Sugar, tobacco, mahogany, and ivory were in the hold when
the ship sank on December 1, 1768 at Gitmertangen at the eastern end of

1) N2fpqgq" {A %¢{o"a Nqg t{¢cUpa ) U¢) c UGpa)A{sq" Nqg ¢
examples above demonstrate Norway'’s role in enslavement and colonization,
which can also be framed as a broader issue of social justice and part of the
symbolic landscape of Black representation and history.

Many Norwegians do not regard Norway as a former colonist state

because it was part of the Danish Empire. Moreover, there are no {identi

)" "Ne¢) - ")2)g"pg-? {A 1) 'pbgNaI+t{¢cU)BMNfud NB{qgNpf Y{
t{¢cUpa -+q 1) {g:-¢pcad :1)¢) Na p 2.¢{dNB 2XfNNBIfgp - 9t{¢
valued in the world because we have no colonial past,” as former prime min

N2-)¢ pg" ¢¢¢)q- ?) ¢)-p¢a B)q)epf {A t Yae'd)q? ®-{f-)q )
#Y0)N- “ete$ @ 3f NPpf pg-1¢{Y{f{BN2- Hp) ¢PIN{Sf {1 q{-)
self-image disregards the history of Norwegian maritime involvement i
the transatlantic slave trade during Denmark—Norway’s participatin

{f{aNpf )aYpqgaN{qg: #'=«” '«'$ ) ofpgfc {dJq¥YHepca N"
mental Norwegian self-image, values, and national cultural identitsiteeto

N*)p2 bg" -¢p"N-N{qg?® A¢{o -I) «7-1 )q -, ©a{#GLBNPp" ‘*"
ab-N{gpf N")g-N-& ¢2)" -{ ) ") a)" Na {qa¢pP)¢ 'pbg)* ®U
Europeans who were white,” according to social anthropologist Gullestad
#N N" 7’8 9t{U )NgB UIN-) Ip2 ) {oppbgdN¢y YA{q{cq )"
being Norwegian” (ibid.). In this regard, race, descent, and nationalirself

pbB) ¢)Ye¢)2)g: o¢-¢hffa ¢)A)e)q-Npf co{B)NG-INGB N")p?

LY %J* r|,0 * £¥B*£« | nedéritEpfyipy# JIEO«,Or* YJ| O« §y ,0i*# y«
Jry ry£0y 6'*rr* t*C*£0r#* ,OgJ™E*EVEy# JUO r* O HC« DACr BE[p B
R*« +Sr#0O*r J*EXETGr® e «%* |r |OE®@* U *DEEE TOFC*E 7
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is more scholarship and archival evidence to muddy and even refute this
notion of colonial innocence that underpins many denials of racism and the
IN2-{¢N pf {g"N-N{q? {A Nqg)i¢hfN-& Q&) {Acgha2¥phpc
contestations and the social constructions of space in thebsjyimland
a2 pY) # A h{U ‘eee {38 ‘ee_ ‘ee”§

) Y{fN-N pf ¢)Y¢)2)q-p-N{q {A fp c -2f{UN& af {qfa
Ipff)aB) ") ) bqg" "N2pB¢)) UN-I 1) -)NQ2a{pq") {igB N
history. It also involves the ability to articulate and realize demands fokBlac
historical representation. Even before the death of George Floyd, Bergen res
N")g- S¢)q) fNgéeg"p AENaN) pe-N ¢fppf" GI{NURR) " N
t)y)"2 p ; fp ¢ NN2-{¢a r{g-lI <: Y¢ fN2I1)"¢R}q?l dN'OZYp Y
on February 28, 2020 (Afriyie 2020). “Norwegian history lacks, amormy oth
things, recognition of Africans who have been in Norway from the start,” she
UeN-)2 p- N2 1) Ae¢N pg "Np2Y{¢h Nql td¢'Qpg "N" g
immigration. Afriyie points out that enslavement and Norway'’s role in-colo
qNip-N{qg p¢) pfa{ Ype¢- {A fp c IN?-{¢aAN 9B NHg N*
IN2-{¢a pg" fp c «2f{ pfa{ Ng2YN¢)" a&p {2 Nfe* pq"
ACNcpqg)e) N t{¢B) (BAYd\Yyoga™Ng tW{¢Upa -1¢{¢sBI{¢ -
(2011).

In addition to the aforementioned memorials, street art depicting PAD
is also an important contribution to the public arena and political repre
)a-p-N{g ®¢ 2-N-¢-)% A{¢ {0 Npf o{qgefd)lm-7" preqg 2-Ch
q)NBI {¢1{{"2 p23{ Np-)" UN-1 ®NBgN pAE¢N p¥ fp-&i{q?
Be¢{cq"? Sq <2f{<? %7a)q q)NBI {¢I{{" ApEN&pofof) -I)
missioned a mural by acclaimed artist Fadlabi. Fadlabi's mujal® caB?2 -1)
h N ¢2016), located at Jens Bjelkes 63C, depicts a Somalian man with brown
skin, wearing sporty sunglasses, dressed in an astronaut suit, and holding a
I)fo)- # B¢¢) " '$ Sq Ng:)¢UN)U?2 1) HE2NP- Fpacd-p-)"
¢{f) o{")f A{¢ 1) p¢-U{¢c -{ Ng@YNGe) -1) IJomd NN -&2 ) c
0)2apB) -{ 1) f{ pf a{¢-1 9fN"2 NA a{c2U{géNpig": )U) ¢
Fadlabi’'s work foregrounds the Black protagonist as a force of progress an
be-{a{o{¢? b -N{g ¢ 1) o¢c¢pf Y)CA{¢o? pl)o{qso)q
Y¢ N 2Yp ) pag” p? b I{opB) -{ fp c «&f{

pH- Sr *£U0O*Y a tf YO,J VE O«, r|Jyp##), g& F¥W#tgY @& drrdAr*
|«g]|CUOd*r Cy ,*dAr«, + J+ |a*r+e eZe"Eo""
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FOCAE* * « Fy#gy 09« ¥%J* ®da9« ,J* hOPM«#E+2ELZIA ,|CEYy J r

In her acclaimed bookpa@N2ao)q?2 £4)Nck pe¢-I1{¢ 2afpe Y{)- pq"

cator Guro Jabulisile Sibeko addresses the importance of sategories

and labels, describing “Black” and “Brown” bodies in Norway. By dis@issin

the termmelaninrikmelanin-rich), Sibeko illustrates the power of self-iden

‘N p-N{g pg" fp )fNgB p2 )gBpB)" 2{ NPV PY-N{a N{afqB ¢)f

there is no consensus about which descriptive term is the best collective label

A{¢ ACN pqg "NpaY{¢p Y{Y¢fp-N{gq?2 alN&) Ng&r{yqhf))ayY)cN

self-perception, historical factors, beliefs, and attitudes opergtin society

pfe{ Na6fe)a ) 1) ¢?) pa" )oA) - {A b DY ) PBR{CN)F¢BNQB
)2) #{ Npf {q?-¢¢ -N{q? pff NqU{fu) -1y 9&¢)qaKe)q{f{BN p

experience of space as mediated by social processes such as exchange, con

0fN - pqg" {qg-¢{f: #h{U ‘eee o —3

Community Organizing: Permanent Contact Zones as Official
Sites of Memory

E{fN-N pf ¢)Y¢)2)g-p-N{g {A fp c «2f{YNgNA) I13ap NFfW-dpqg"?
to attain rights and realize new forms of historical visibility through -se

‘N ¢fp-N{g pbqg" ¢)Y¢)2)a-p-N{q ) ")obqdq A{M{¥{NE-N pf ¢
predicated on a public dialogue in which a multiplicity of Black experiences

bg" IN2-{¢N)2 p¢) Upfe)" pg” UpIN"p-)" {#)B8{N¥)¢bbqg)qg- {q
a0 {fN fpg"2 pY) p¢) 1) ¢ {A -1) 2fpNQa)Fg —H8+poNg N
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2001), born to &hanaian father and Norwegian mother, and Ruth Reeses

Plass, which commemorates the African American singer, author, andstctiv

o1 qq 1))?2) #+7e+7e$ IjfA{e@pgC)¢ ¢)f)Upg ) A{¢ fp c
) be?) N- Ypa2 -¢N ¢-) { «”.a)pe.{f" N)¢copagp)N2 UI{ "N

attacked him with a knife on January 26, 2001, in the Asbraten neighborhood

in the Holmlia district. A brutal reminder of the persistence of racism and

nationalism in Norway and Europe, Hermansen’s death was a traiedy

fya- "))Y U{¢q"2 Ng 1) NopBNqg)" {oo¢cqN-a {A fp c «2f

Every year since the tragedy, Asbraten residents and others have been

Bp-1)¢NgB p- N)¢opqg®)g<® ¢2- pg" fNBI-NgqB) pqg"f)?

idea for the monument came from his friends in Holmlia and irllgavas

a source of considerable discontent and disagreement among yieash

dents. A group of members of the housing association were concerned that

1) 2.p-¢) U{¢f" q)Bp-NU)fa poA) - -INeYpip)es)Ppfe)

Nevertheless, in November 2001, a bust of Hermansen, created by Norwe
BNpg 2 ¢fY-{¢ SUp¢ ® ppa-p" Up? ¢qU)NFNgB-¢N)Y2N-)

tion reads “Do not forgetG f) o Ncee) ee ‘eee : ¢)Y{C-)"fa p- -1) ¢)ij¢

the teenager’s friends.
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A miniature copy of the bust is awarded to schools that re¢ber@nnual
)g'poNg £¢Ni) A{¢ -I)N¢ U{¢c {g pg-N¢p M2el) ) YENIi) N
Norwegian Center for Holocaust and Minority Studies, a research, educa
‘N{g pba" "{ ¢0)g-b-N{q )qg-)¢ Nqg «2f{ A{ ¢"NdB¢{q -1) N{f{
genocides, as well as “extremism, anti-Semitism, hate speech, and the sit
uation of minorities in contemporary societie§Holmlia Sports Club, the
{¢BpagNip-N{g B ¢ ® - {f- # ) £¢{c"$ N{ffNPa®-iR{d pbqg" -I)
nefond (Benjamin’s Memorial Fund) helped to arrange a ten-year celebration
in January 2011.
In January 2001, residents with a so-called minority background mpde u
Toeee {A c1) 7 eee €)2N")q % {A 1) N{fofN'PE"N}¢ONQg -Ip- Nq
2)q<® q)NBI {¢I{{" 2 ¢ -)qg # ¢BB)fpq" )¢ PHapPBI$ P Y{V f
student at Holmlia High School, was involved in his local community through
activities such as football and the local youth club. According to one newspa
per article, the “Norwegian-Africari®youth was aware of his skin color (ibid.).
In a news interview with the Norwegian Broadcasting Corpamatjust six
months before his death, Hermansen had discussed encountering racism and
neo-Nazis at recent football tournaments in Denmark and Sweden.
i-)¢ IN2 o¢g¢")e ACN)q"2 f{ pf ¢)28N")g-20 pq" {:I)¢ o
B¢)p-)¢ «af{ Yfp )" YI{-{B¢pYIa o6f{U)¢a pqg™)2 UEN--)q
{-)¢ { ) -2 p- 1) 2N:) A{¢oNgB -1) ¢2-0{¥fqg-pm){¢c? 2N-) -
o)o{¢p-NgB N)¢opqg?)q A)U "pa? fp-)¢ p¥wig{aNop-)fa
participated in the torchlight procession and demonstration held on &ebr
pe¢a ¢ ‘eee p- @{cqB-{¢B):- -IN? ) polbpu{A{y¢ FNEBIN pqg-
Y){Yf) Ng )qg-¢pf «2f{ «q) q)U2YpY)¢ 2cp9p{®Ni)) 1) 2NBq
gathering, saying that the country had not seen a rally of that size since the
fN Y¢p-N{q pu-)¢ a{¢f" ap¢ %U{ #®-¢pqgt UMNEBNISHpaese D
held at Youngstorget to commemorate Hermansen, who had become an
important source of inspiration and a symbol for antiracism in Norway, ten
a)pc2 pi-)¢ IN2 ")p-1 NN2 cNffNgB Upadg{-0)N-&) pf )U)qg- -I
reference point and dialogue about racism and belonging.
) -1¢)) paapNfpg-2 UI{ Ip" -p¢B)-)" )a 'poNg N)¢opqg?)q
ties to the neo-Nazi group Boot Boys. His death was widely understood as

Ut ¥A| *# BE|p ,J* J|p* YyC* |B Y%UJI* t|EYXC OV H# rOri£EEB[E & |A# VA
O*&k,, « YYY Jg«*r *£%¥, r| *rCgO«J
1O Borsk-afrikansk O« ,J* JEV«* A«*# Or [ J* r*Y« § *£ J£,0 g*
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a racially motivated hate crime. A survey of the collection of the National
Library of Norway illustrates the vast body of literature and/sgenerated
about Hermansen. More than 270 digitized books and 50 journal articles
¢)A)E)g ) INo ) "NBN-pf fN ¢pc¢a pfa{f)lphpNg}Uf)p¢f:
paper items. Social history, discrimination against national min@# and
“new” minorities with a “migration background,” racism, hate crimes, and
extremism represent important subjects in the academic and popular works
that reference Hermansen. He, along with other victims of racism in Norway,
U)e) A)yp-¢¢)" {q 2)U)cpf Ye{-)a- Y{2:)¢a "¢ ¢NgB 1) ")o

In January 2021, the Benjamins Minnefond, along with the locat com
0¢qN-a {A 2¢ -)g 1) ACN pg ®-¢")q-t{TY)BNPN{g #A
Centre Against Racism, and many other actors, staged virtual memorials for
Hermansen, marking 20 years since his passing. Friends, neighbors, Prime
Minister Erna Solberg, and a host of other individuals submitted videa trib
¢)® b {¢- pa-Ne¢p N% pg” N)¢opg?)g<?® ENBIPN pq )
many people link Hermansen’s death to broader public issues of racism,
injustice, inequality, and the very real danger of racial violence in Norway
Moreover, the commemorations of Hermansen suggest that his death has
Ngo6fe)g )" cq{Uf)"B) Ye¢{"¢ N{g bqg" q)U pAtpd)2 A{c
such as social justice, antiracism, minority rights, and democracy.

Ruth Reeses Plass, another contact zone of historical relevance, is in the
G¢Aqg)ef ccp "N2.¢N - Nqg «2f{ f{ p-)" Ng BNcpg¢ {A -1)
0)¢ ® I{, ¢)U)ca S- fN)2 p- 1) Ng-)¢a) -N{ONPA ta ¢
®-¢))- 2-p¢-2 pg" {¢Upf" r)a)e2 ®-¢))- )q™ a)-gpho) Up
Grunerlgkka Bydelsutvalg (District Committee) in February 2012 d@sopar
b Yfpag -{ Ng ¢)p?) -1) q¢o )¢ {A ¢{p"® gqpo)" p-)¢ U{o)
June 18, 2020, the socialist political party Rgdt introduced a motion to the
Grunerlgkka Bydelsutvalg to investigate the cost and criteria for erecting a
bust of Reese in the squatdRadt also suggested that the committee involve
1))2)<2 {ffp {¢p-{¢ pg" A¢N)q" fNOA r{¢ropoh) J#{ Uc¢{
to U™ iabout Ruth Reese.

u» 6td ®yd ®,y,A* yU 'A,J 7 g*,,*£ .| ,I*G8 A E£Y ™dHY EO «

HY% gOO6B r|A«,y J* O« ,J* JE O« ,O*V#OEOr|E«|gB tBE#O "' gl *c
Yr# r|A«,y J* Y*E* B|Ar#0rC p*p *£« |BD«J1LQyIO® O ry £0W«
BI|£ hO *£y,0]|r
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) A)p¢ ‘e‘e opcc)"
a century since Reese’s
birth in Hayneville, Ala
bama. However, she
grew up in Chicago and
was trained as a classical
aNgB)¢ Sq :I) )pecfa 772
she moved to Europe to
pursue a singing career,
ay..fNgB Nqg <af{ Nq ""—
where she lived for more
than three decades. In
Europe, Reese became
cq{Ug b2 9 ) fpec
Rose.” Combining her

rr 'x*«* E£J|,|CEY J fgVBXERE EHCH £YE£E tUtA

FOCAE* * 'y A,
A J I**«*« £gY«« GEET*E£gMdiiNg FZEICEY J O J*g

FOCAE* * + 1A

knowledge of African American cultural history with social justicevasn,
1) @aNBgN pg-fa {g-¢N ¢-)" -{ pa-N¢p No{hg'{f{g ¢NBI-2
in Norway.

A vast body of archival material provides an insight into Reese’s life and
community involvement. Reese is well represented in the collections of the
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th-N{gpf hN ¢pc¢ca {A t{¢Upa pq" -FySheépiblished twdo INU)?2
books, her autobiographilin Vei(ra ap® # —"l$pp8" ® Uthd g R ) N
fpc i@p#"-% p {ff) -N{qg {A 2I{¢- )2%pa? {¢aACN pq
) {{c? pg" 1¢{gN )& Nff¢sa-¢p-) 1))?)<2 ")apagd) -{ )"¢
about African American history and the individual and societal conse
guences of racism.

1))2) Up2 ¢2. Ng-)¢UN)U)" A{¢ pg p¢-N f)))gq-N-f)"
g)B)¢Q+ {B2 N t{¢B): #' No ¢f- Ya{ ) p t)ByriopBp2{ Nqg t
zine f- A{¢C 'pNYQgy9""— #h)cpgB «""—3$ a) f)pe¢qg p {¢-1)¢
po N-N{gq? pqg" -Ip- 2l) 2-¢¢,BBf)" -{ q" I)¢c¥NegB Bq +2f{
1) )a- 9B ¢ 1" )¢ a{¢-: #e¢ ¢ ®cNqg NapMpacG)ywavyfiNal)
per 'pB fp'Pg" {-1)¢2 Nqg d¢fa <"~ al) { 2)¢0)"

r«, *| g* Or ® yr#OryUOy #0«yCE** Yéo,Jszcnyy O«
yr# J* p*EO Vyr «|A,J*£r «, Y, *« A, O, #BNE 1|, |r
yYyé :**«* eo‘e ol

Reese’s call to mobilize for antiracism and social justice received much atten

tion. Her newspaper article ignited a debate about white complicity, denial,

and misunderstandings of racial prejudice. Newspapers atsttgd letters

{A2,YY{¢- ¢N-N N20 pg" {oo0)q-2 A¢{o)t)N=)¢= ) )2

sion it created can be regarded as a reference point in an ongoing dialogue on

solidarity and European accountability in the struggles for anticolbsia

and antiracism. Six months later, Reese followed up the article with the lec

ture “Rasehat og demokrati” (Racial Hatred and Democracy), which \whs he

Ng dpg¢cpcta «“ee p- -1) YE)2-NBN{s2"AgqNU)¢taN-a {A «2f
Reese worked to raise awareness about antiracism in Norway more than

60 years ago, at a critical time just before the mass immigration from- Paki

a-pg Yagtc)a r{¢{ { pqg" 2)0)epf {-1)¢{¢{NBN)* )B

archivist Ellen Rgsjg, Reese became “an inspiration for several of the new

NooNB¢pqg-2 UI{ po) -{ -1) {¢q-¢a Ng -I)e==e2efq" —

“She took on the role of public educator in Norway — about Blackridans’

H¥2 St (J* ty, O|ryg hO £Yy£89« #OCOOKg pto O |t O rOwgyrE |flick« o |
*Y« § *£ O, *p« Yr# see alAErjyg« YUJCr«gld* QCH +£ *FOAF O«
£OUY,* yE JOU* y |A, I**«*
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0¢ 2N cf-¢¢) IN2-{¢ca& pqg" -¢Cp"N-N{g:*#N N¢&NagB p -{ )¢
Y¢{Be¢po p- 1) f{ pf ¢f-¢¢) 1{¢c?) ®F¢¢¥Qqip?N2POBPgNip-N
awarded Reese an honorary lifetime membership for her antiracism work.
Reese accepted the award, and then collapsed and died on stiee @iv
ering her thank you speech.
Although many African American performing artists had worked and
lived in Norway before, Reese was distinctive because she engaged in the
public dialogue about the plight of Black people around thedv@&@he had
)aY)eN)q )" ¢2-1pg" -1) ¢¢-pfN-a {A Gfh N@ o dp Npf @
USA. Although she chose to live in Europe to pursue an international career
as an artist, Reese felt a profound responsibility to participate in the oggoin
Civil Rights Movement in the USA. Not only did she speak and write about
1) 2{ Npf o{U)o)q- A{¢ )icbfN-& -1)¢) pNg ATE-24¢{mfa{ p"0
ger political action against apartheid in South Africa. She was an early col
fp {¢p-{¢ UN-I 1) t{CU)BNpg ®-¢")q-2< ®MWN)0A P& 2, YY{
{ ¢)p:) 1) ®{¢-1 ACN p {ooN--)) Ng «2f{ pad¢RNY{q2{¢ fp
can students to study in Norway. Moreover, her public presence and engage
0)g- A¢{o «""— -{ «"7e Up? ¢qV¥¢) )")g-)" A{¢ b fp c U{obg
o{gB fp c -2f{<® a{¢qB)¢ B)q)¢p-N{q Ip¢ EANBaN bpq )
the landmark Ruth Reeses Plass are still emerging. Reese introduced Black
self-representation and historical awareness into the Norwegianipuba
logue about racism and inequality. Although she challenged Norwegian ste
reotypes about race and discourses about social justice, Reese and Norwe
gians felt a mutual respect. She commented that in Norway she felt “human,”
because there was no explicit state-sponsored racism targeting People of
African Descent (PAD), unlike in the USA. She also spoke openly about exam
ples of racism in Norway, such as the use of Blackface and other practices.
“Ignorance has always been the source of fear and injustice,” Reese told a
{eCapfN2- Nqg «7"7 # f{o «7""$ ¢2 21) p{o PNgGN2H)WMIY)pf |
her dedication to educate and mobilize the public about the inhumanity of
racism and colonialism. By combining her activism and artistry, she sprea
a message of antiracism, social justice, solidarity, and social redmbtysio
thousands of Norwegian children and adults around the country.

fu !**«*9« £0,0 O«p |B gV dBy * QOPYE 'YQ« Y E£Dr, I iy A |rig
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Critical events and narratives involve knowledge production, coltecti
b -N{g A¢boNgB bg" ¢N-Nj¢)2 {A Y{U)e-¥H2aY)fpq" b
p2 ¢NY-N{gq {A o)paNgB -{ G){¢B) Ff{a" -poNm@B{f)?)
N)¢opg2)a bg" (¢ 1 1))2) be¢) pff NqU{fU)R)Md NIN®) & ¢ {
)q- A¢po)2 A{¢ Ng-)¢YC¢)-NgqB fp c «2f{ pgqtNgpf{oYf)a
challenge or event takes on meaning in a collective action or narrative fram
NgB N- ) {o)2 p 9Y¢ N N233g): -Ip- FENeNI)F{UJqo f
¢)fp-N{g?® A¢{o p "NoA)¢)q- Y)¢aY) -NU) ¢)&)2bd{y20)q-
¢)fp-) -{ ¢N-N pf)U)qg-2 pg" qb¢¢p-N@g¢2 fppe kEF{ 2NB
as a real and imagined community. Moreover, narratives about meaning
ful events and persons can reveal cultural contestation about asymmetrical
power relations, claims for rights and equality, and how these histories are
¢)Ye)2)g-)" Ng 1) Y¢ N )" fq{Uf)"B) Pe¢qT¥yagBi{q N
and making sense of the world through remembering and self-historigizin
as well as through marking and encoding objects, events, so®ghctions,
bg" aYp )2 UN-I Upfe) bg” 2)g-No)qg- #2)) /2Y9fpq" pq”
‘ha Tt g
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Chapter 6
Black Paris

Epée Hervé Dingong and Olive Vassell

hNc) opgad N-N)2 pe¢{¢eq” -1) U{ef" E£peNA)GHYeB)Ng Ye{-)
Ff{a" Y{fN ) cNffNgB Nqg -1) A® Nq 1) 2PpG)¢cpPp ‘o' ) f
gNi)" ap -NUN=2. 2ap vaep{e* 1) {f")pANYIG{exr “ha)p¢.{
young Black Frenchman who died in police custody in July 2016. Under the

bag)et 9%c¢¢ -1 A{¢ "pop Yep{c* : 1) op¢ I1"J¢)'U ‘s eee Y){Y
a government ban on demonstrations and stood in front of a Paris court to
"Jopbg" "e®-N ) A{¢ Vaep{c* F{c¢ a)pe® )pgfN)B) 23p Ya¢p{

{oN-* B*¢N-* )- d¢2-N ) Y{¢c¢ "pop # {ood-I)A{Aa{¢ d¢2-N
Adama), declaring that her brother had died because of a racist system and
vowing to keep his name alive. And during the 2020 demonstration, she
drew parallels between Floyd and her brother, saying that they both died at
the hands of the police (Martirosyan 2020).

It is this same racist system that invisibilizes Black people in France and

makes them feel like second-class citizens. Although they have long called
for increased equality and visibility, little has changed. Unlike angoe

{¢cg-¢N)2 ag | p2 1) A® pq" -I) Af Fepg ) J¢){A{: cq{U I
its Black population. Statistics based on race and ethnicities are outlawe
Moreover, in 2018, race was erased from the constitution in the belief that
France is a color-blind sociefydowever, as long as France’s ethnic makeup
is denied, ensuring that Black residents are fully represented throughout
a{ N)-& UNff ) Ye¢{ f)op-N N2 Ng fe )y {epnre)p)g-p-N{qg?
b ¢ep-)fa ¢)of) - fpc {g-¢N ¢-N{g2 )Y NIHNisg-&)a Ipg" UII
some have been recognized, like well-known African American entertaine

U Y%J* |r*  |B |g|f£+ gOr#r*«« £*BYEX VY 1|, OCFEPC«EFA AEYg £3
O«p



138

Epée Hervé Dingong and Olive Vassell

d{#)YINg) pc)¢ OI{ ) po) -I) ¢2- fp c U{Npa I} ) ¢)
£pq-1*{q Ng t{U)o )¢ ‘+'« 2{0) “« &)p¢? puc)Ee)g I')p-I
people receive this highest honor. ¢)) fp ¢ o)q IpU) ))g Ng"¢ )" 1|
1) Ng?-N-¢-N{qg 2{ Ap¢ + F*fNa 0 {¢* ¢)lg B{UyBd{¢ B)c
CNpf ACN p #7“"$ pe-1{¢ f)apqg"¢) 'Y O M NPg g™ L
{A{ca")¢e {A -1) t)BEN-¢") o{U)o)q- No* *ZFR)E) # eees
fp-)¢$ UI{q) ¢)opNg2 p¢) Ng IN2 N¢- Ig-fg{g NEC-INgN;j,
qpf ¢)2-NgB Yfp ) {A 2{o) {A F¢pq )¥8°% {Rg NEFNPGBN{
UEN-)¢a BN -{¢ N¢B{ [{¢c2®)bée pq" B{f -pNe¢)p&) Apo)"
“ep"N-N{qpffa -1) F¢)gq |l Y¢)2N")q- gpo)?2 -{I{A) U{¢c- 14
centuries-old monument.

During the 2020 protests, a group of French internet users called for the
{oo)o{¢p-N{g {A fp c IN2-{¢N pf B¢C¢)G{NygB ¢, ION Yf
d)B)caAq)®-p-¢)') #S Upqg- b 2-p-¢) {ASBBHFA-NBy? o{q
U)e) ®¢ipgq) *fpNe¢ cq{Uq pb® ®pgN-* *EBINL-NH{gAC))"
b¢a pqg" fp c A)opf) fN)¢-)abqg: Ng Y{¢ B pNA{B{cU)¢-
against the reinstatement of enslavement in Haiti. She was caught, tried by
a colonial court, and executed in 1882et, her contribution has not yet been
acknowledged by French society. Nonetheless, one cannot ignore the num
ber of renamings that have taken place in Paris since the demonstrations.

)a Ng f¢") b -¢N ¢-) -{ fpe") rp")o p.®a "papf¢"N)¢ "¢
“U{ pbq pff)a g)p¢ -1) re®)¢o {A hN )¢ )NJGEP EN*
Up2a gpbo)" pi-)¢ INo Ng ¢B¢?2- ‘»'« ®a bqg Yp2iqB 1)
pba {0 )¢ Ng F¢pqg )<?® h) f)¢ ¢)BNo)q- pgBHH)}IP {A{¢
army. He was the only Black person to enter Paris when it was liberated by

the Americans (Chichizola 2020).

*q) o{g-1 fp-)¢ -1) ¢2-23.p-¢) {Abp fp c UQOMNS)NG -1)
in a public garden in the 17th arrondissement. It is of Solitude, a freedom
BI-)¢ {¢q pe¢{cq"” «—=* -{ pg )q2fpU)" ACNINg)UI{ Up
sailor on the ship bringing her to the Caribbean. Solitude won her freedom

pa-)e 1) Fe)ag I 1)0{f¢-N{g ¢- Ul)a thY{DPgo9uNg2-p-)
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system in the French colonies, she joined Guadeloupe’s resistance move
ment. Napoleon’s military forces arrested the then pregnant Solitude and

8)g-)g )" 1)¢ -{ ")p-1 ®I) Up?a 1pgB)" -1) "pa (p#-)¢ BNUNQE
den where Solitude’s statue stands is close to a statue of General Alexandre
Dumas — a man of African descent — which was destroyed by the Nazis when
they occupied the city.

Meanwhile, future plans to honor the victims of enslavement with a

ab-N{gpf o)o{¢Npf U)¢) 2¢2Y)q")" pu-)¢ p{dN¥pB¢))o)q: {

) N*)p Up2 ¢2- pqgqg{eq )" Ng ‘e++ Ul)g -1)qfVg)FN")q- Fepc
called for the building of a memorial or museum recognizing France’s role

"¢¢NgB )qafpU)o)q- ) {qfa ¢¢¢)g- op¢c)e )¢ UN -No2a N
f{{c)" fpeB) ¢{qi) @ ¢fY-¢¢) {A IpNQg? #qp-1)o)¢-a<? h)i-
‘e'+$ Sqg d¢q) ‘et A{cC a)pc¢® pu-)¢ -I) NGEN)NPf bgg{cq
ministry of culture and the ministry for overseas territories issued an open

pff A{¢ p¢-N2.2a .{ ¢)p-) 1) o)o{¢Npf VNNV, DFIEN)R I{¢s2)"
Gpe¢")g® ) o{gq¢o)q- Up? -{ ) {q )NU)" Ng &Bfs-q)¢caINY (
gNip-N{g2® {oN-* rp¢ 1) "¢ 7 opN «""— #g""D${dpq" 1) ®fpL

NfNp-N{q F{¢q"p-N{g UIN I Ip" {-1 pNodchNNGEBy JI'¢ AN &N -
Upa "¢) -{ ) baaf{ca )" Ng 1) ¢2- IpfA {A)ye«)p" N1 -1) YN
be completed by the autumn of the same year. A dispute over thetsedbmi
designs, however, halted plans.

As the push to pay tribute to Black French contribution continues, Black

people are calling for the removal of monuments and markers honoring colo
gNpfNa.2 pqg" Ye{Y{q)g-2 {A )g2fpU)o)g- pg™NepIN30 ) obp
statue of Jean-Baptiste Colbert, which sits in front of the French National

aayg fa 1) f{U)¢ 1{¢2) {A 1) F¢)g | YpeiNpBopoNg ) o—-1. )
N2.)¢ ¢qg")¢ fNgB h{¢N2 aSR pe-1{¢)" 1) 9a)® t{N¢: A{¢
Indies that outlined the rules and regulations of race and enslavement,
describing enslaved peoples as-¢)2 o ) ¢cHateel). During the 2020
")o{q2-¢p-N{g® p o)o )¢ {A 1) ¢NBp")o@NN-t*Be{YI{ N)
“political act,” spray painting the statue with the words “state negodyx"?

6EYEO« SIYACAEY *« 0,49« FOPYr EYERYNFAAL®TC *p *¢Ey 4 a|
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@)pt2 )pefN)E Ng ‘se— h{sN2.G){¢B)2 YUN@p- -NE)aN")q
Council of France’s Black Associations (CRAN), had called Colberi¢émy
of “liberty, equality, and fraternity,” the motto of the Frenchgblic. More
recently, former French prime minister Jean-Marc Ayrault called for places
bearing his name to be changed (Dussart 2020).

Renaming other contested memorials is also an item on antiracism-agen
"ba N2 Ng f¢")2 {q) -{ G){¢B)® (UN)¢ UIN¢IpRap 2-¢))
in Paris’s 5th arrondissement. Cuvier conducted racial studies thaigedv
Ype- {A 1) A{cg"p-N{g A{¢ 2 N)g-N ab{®Nao{qgpd) I) Y
2eYY{#)" "NoA)¢)q )* )-U))g ¢p Npf BENF¥N<2YHIGeN p
o)g-pf p NfN-N)2 ®I{¢-fa ptu-)¢ -1) ")p-{{AaBEPHL-I") Db}
African woman who was brought to Europe, given the stage name tbte “H
Da-{- B)ac® 1 pg" Ypep")" Ng 2{. pff)" A¢)pN=2IREG* Ng
1) 71 )g-é¢a (UN)C )apoNg)" 1)e {"@YRE)"'NaYpe
her physical features to those of monkeys. Meanwhile, a street and metro
2-p-N{g gpo)" pi-)¢ G)qg)e¢pf dp i¢)2.Fepy{gNf¢' {BR{oON
)g2fpU)o)g- UI{3) gpo) N2 pfa{ Ng? ¢N )fNq )N)gBpq-I
challenged (Chadwick 2020).

fpecAp ®Ne¢p 'Npff{ A{cq")¢ {A -1) {¢BpHWHigh- N{q ®Ip
preserves the memory of colonization and enslavement, explamddne

‘ ]
L] L]

Yo J* #*y . J |B G*|£C* Fgla# Jy« py#* O, rff««O g* |
* Y**r J* £ O«p Or« £0 *# Or ,J* YiHggeABE*@,K O*-
yr# J* O««A* |B £y O«, |gO'* UO|g*r * GA*a* ZE

Diallo called for some of the symbols honoring colonial traders and support
ers to be removed and the remainder to be contextualized with explanations
to preserve the memory of the crime against humanity and to teach current
pbg" A¢-¢¢) B)a)ep-N{q® p {¢- N- #'¢c2%ppg FodBqg £N¢E) 1)
RYe¢B82 1) ¢)o{Upf {A -1)2) a.p-¢)2 N2 pNop - )&IRAI90)o0
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Chateau Rouge, Chateau d’Eau, and the Banlieues

o{¢) p ¢¢p-) ¢)of) -N{g {A F¢)g | IN2-{&al pg ) ?))ag N
EpeN& UIN I 1p® f{gB ))a b )q-)¢ {A fHYX FfNAY{q) N-a<?
Be¢)U j¢N cfa pu-)¢ af{¢f" ap¢ »%U{ pqg" )2VYyNpffa Nq -1)
because France needed a workforce. Calleyl® % ¢)q-) GTfACNGLEIN
{¢® N¢-a e®)pe?$ p 2aqg{qao A{¢ ) {q{oN "aepoN20 )-U))c
the period saw increased numbers of Africans and French Caribbeans arrive
on France’s shores. It was a symbiotic relationship. Frapeeled more peo-

Yf) -{ ¢) ¢Nf" -1) {¢q-¢a pu-)¢ -1) Upe pbgM2IpY¥)U {o)¢? q)
1)) {afoN ¢N2)& Upe¢e {¢ {-1)¢ {qofN -¥pda {HN¢ N¢C-
them chose France, and especially Paris, because of the colonial réigtions

between the host country and their homelands. France was a powerful col

{aN1)¢ {q "NOoA)¢)q- {g-Nqg)g-* + ACNpp -I)I) 9p¢'N p? pq’
{A 1) «7-1 )g-¢¢a p2 -1) @) {q" fpeB)2- q{f{qNANgB )oYN¢)
N- Up2 )aY) Npffa "{oNgpg- Ng A¢N p #t)¢eY{¥g)2- bpbqg" )
lation spoke the language imposed by its colonial masters, which was one of

the major arguments used for recruiting workers from these regions.

In response, the French government created new housing projects in the
suburbs (banlieues) for these new immigrants. Some 70 years later, the ban
lieues are still home to the Black working class who live outside Paris but
work within the city; their modest incomes put the capital’s Iygpriced
accommodation beyond their reach. Although they live predominantly in
Yfp )2 2¢ | p? ®pNg-.')gNa  ¢*-)Nf ®p¢ )jf)PR pgg ¢ )ecON
areas special to the Black population within the city’s walls. For the Africa
"NpaY{¢h | -)p¢ i{¢B) ba" 1 -)p¢ "</p¢ YC{UN") b {qq)
cf-¢¢) 2 Ap¢ p c p?2 :I) «"ee2 Be¢{ )¢{d 21)N)¢® APENgB A{
away motherlands helped Black communities adjust to their new country.

q" Ng 1) A{ff{UNgB -U{ ") p")® )2VY) Nimff@h-N{a A2 -I)
stores catering to Blacks also increased in the north of Paris, where frica
NooNB¢pqg-2 ¢2)" -{ fNU) )A{¢) B)g-¢N p-N{g Y¢2l)" -1)o f

tN cqpo)” 9hN--f) ACN p : 1 -)p¢ i{¢B) NagE p-)" )-U))y
®p ¢*. z¢¢ paNFfN p pqg" r{g-op¢-¢) Nq -1)S-—p2pce¢c{q"N?
been a hub for African businesses selling food, cultural products, cesmet
N a pqg" f{-INgB A{¢ fp c Y){Yf) aNqg ) &=l rPqUINT) Ay
agpff)e 1 -)pe "</pe Nqg -1) ee-l pec{g"Naa)dy@- YC{UN"):
3)¢UN )2 pg" {20)-N 2 )a) Ye{"¢ -2 p¢) NoO)Y{@Ipqg- -{ fp «
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did not see themselves represented in advertising images and traditionally

Ip0) gq{- ))g 2)¢U)" & op {¢ {20)-N 2a ¢coN")@IN) "N"
op¢c): pa Ye¢{ -p f) U-)¢ -1) ¢N{-2 {A « - {)YDIPg" t{0)c

mostly French Arab and Black residents were involved in four weeks of urban
UN{f)a ) Ng -1) pafN)¢)® -1) B{U)¢qo)q: - gpffap? po)

time to give more opportunities to minorities. In June 2005, French presi

dent Jacques Chirac started talking about stopping discrimination in Franc

“Discrimination is a poison for our democracy and our national coheston,

ApN" eq d¢efa o— feee {iCgpfN?- Npecai{?)foje c ) |
opg -{ I{*- 1) a)U2 {q 1) f)p"NgB F¢)q | ‘-I)ff\}da&laN{q s
YBNggNgB + pg" aNqg ) -1)g )oA{¢-2 -{ BNAH)XEBNAE Ip!

step by step, even though there is still a long way to go.

) b¢)p N2 Y{Y¢fpe UN-1 Ng")Y)g")g: -¢pl')Ed"{¢NBNc
a)a. A¢N p UI{ a)ff NBp¢)--)2 I{- {¢g-2{¢)CYNmK)® pb: O
pfe{ p A)U ¢)2-pso¢pg-2 2)¢UNgB A{{" A&{dif)l) {-ACN pq
I -)pe i{¢B) ba” | -)be "</p¢é ¢)opNag )qg-)¢2 {A fp c)
banlieues such as Sarcelles are home to a large Black community made up
fpeB)fa {A Y){Yf) {A p¢N )pbg pg" A¢N p)gAENBNg
a variety of countries, with most Caribbean people from Martinique and
Gep")f{¢Y) pg" AC¢N pg® opNgfa Ac{o ®)q)Bf --)
oon. But all face poverty, unemployment, and sometimes violence at higher
rates than their neighbors in the center of Paris. French radio France Inter
ApN" -1p- p {¢"NgB -{ p 2c¢0)a Ac¢{o t{U)o W)aNe— -{
dents have 20 percent less chance of receiving a response whengybmlyi
b "{ {0A)¢ pg" ’= Y)¢ )q- f)2@ 1pqg ) {A )NPB>Y{fmb )"
taneous applicatior?.

) IN2.{¢a {A ®p¢ )ff)a Y)CA) -fa 240 {fNi)2{P. N-a
af{ef" ap¢ %U{ NooNB¢p-N{g pf-1{cBl Fe¢)fgehp"{E{gNip-
¢{¢Bl- opga fp c Y){Yf) -{ 1) {cqg-¢a '¢ONQBEC{) o "3
ects were created in order to house theN ) "2 4 g{dN'¢@d) U2 A¢{o fB)CNp )
“Y N) " 4qveMe Efench and other people of European origin who were born in
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fB)¢Np "¢ ¢NgB 1) Y)EN{" {A F¢)q | ¢of) Ao eeg{{ " b
F¢pg ) p- 1) )g" {A -1) fB)¢CNpqg ap¢ )a g -tYP)ECa-INgB
Africa. Like them, Jews from Algeria also had to move to France and reestablish
their lives when the former' * Y p ¢ - )lmepgme an independent country in
"ot 2 fB)YCNp Up?2 {g2N")&)p ¢cph fodakmokt a century, its
independence was judged as blasphemy by the French government.

Among the immigrants were
the sons and daughters of
African tirailleurs— the well-
known soldiers who fought
alongside the French during
a{ef" apcea «q) pg" wuU{
Following the oil crisis of
«“—’+~ UIN I af{U)" NooN
gration, new arrivals came
to Sarcelles as families from
1) {a-Nag)g:- ¢)¢qN )" )
soldiers are now honored
in their descendants’ place
of settlement with a mon
ument outside the train
FOCAE* * » __ferp**‘f, statién.* "Unveiled in May 2018, former Sar
drvr lghotte va) sl A< BBaLe Fepa (N® E.VV{gN pq”
yglrC«O#* J* FE*r JmayeroYaoury|igzou-Sacko, a former cem
ayE« or™ yri Y| £J|pdnity Idader of Central African origin, were
/ +* N*£U+ 'OrC|rC Z¢Cl):_g {q3N f) A{¢ N-2 )¢) -N{q N2 0{qe

Ip2 -1¢)) Ype-2 %{ -1) ¢NBI- pq" f)u- pC¢)N®KENX)pNpF{f"N) ¢
¢qNA{¢o? Ac{o a{¢f" ape? «q) pbg" %U{ Sqg¢)p"3q-)¢ pbg Ng
“In honor of the brave African soldiers who participated in the liberation of
France.®®
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Unfortunately, in the year following its unveiling, the monument was

defaced®’Sarcelles mayor Patrick Haddad called the action shocking; espe
cially since the monument had been so recently erected. According to him,

it

was “fractured and cut in two” and could not be repaired; instead, it was

rebuilt to look like it had beforé®

N2 N2 g{- 1) {qfa o{gq¢o)q: -{ fp c Y){Yf) Ng ®p¢

NBgN pqg- p¢N )pbg {oocqN-a Ip? pfa{)grFq{A) b {
N-2 1)e{)2 1{a{¢)" +q) {A 1) of?: Ye¢{oNg)gNw{q¢o0)q-

“APNCG) #eTeltTee—F ) th¢-Ngi¢chN* UpP{ fo){YA b -¢N

as fes trois peresUIN | pfa{ Nq f¢")" ®)gq)Bpf)2). {¢g h*{Y{f"
1{¢ #e"eet’eee$ pqg" h*{q.G{q-¢pq 'pop? g -Fe)a-b UlI{
G¢Npab  )a {.A{¢cqg")" -1) ba-N. {f{qNpENI2 R¢)q INN -
sophical, and political movement Negritude, which will be discussetean t

g)a- 2) -N{q Sqb¢Bc¢ep-)" Ng t{U)o )¢ ‘+<pNNMy<?l) V¢
grandson Christophe, the bronze bust was sculpted by Guadeloupean art

ist Jean-Claude Nasso, who is committed to the recognition of Caribbean
culture. From the top of its black pedestal, at human height, it oversees the

£fp ) d)pg.£N)¢¢) £p2ax. {-¢Ng Ul)e) N) NRUDFH A ¢ b

¢{¢q"NgB Ffpgp")? "N&-¢N - ¢N)A Ng)e{L2 Abff UCN
“Emblem of Negritude, in his life he defended humanism and culturaldiden
tity.” $*
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names, surnames, and numbers — arbitrarily attributed to former slaves freed
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Ng Gebp")f{¢cY) ba" rp¢-NgNij¢) Ng +—"— 3INqB) “¢’ gpo)? |
1) bg)2-{¢2 {A ®p¢ )ff)2 ¢)aN")qg-2 <q -I) Nb@)HA 1) ¢qU)N
residents surrounded Pupponi during the ceremony, rediscoveringrthe
pbg )&-¢pf IN2-{¢a r"— Ip® pf¢)p"a ¢)-¢pq)"{A)*fdy-) {A —-
157,000 Martiniquais and Guadeloupean enslaved who were given names
pa-)e -1) p {fN-N{q {A 2fpU)ca #f{"p ‘+<ply )2NNfp¢ o{g¢o
in Saint-Denis, another
banlieue in the north of
Paris.

A second monument
{ **pN¢) N2 f{ pb-)" {q
1) A¢{q- pag" -1) ¢2.
of{{¢ {A 1) hpgBA¢®
fN ¢p¢ca ¢Nf"NgB p Ac)? {
created in November
2016 by painter Jean-
F¢Cpg {N2 £)¢¢c{&d pfNp2 9d)A

“¢{a{f : Ng p*3{ Np-N{q
with the Galerie Math
goth. It reads "JustiCépocAg* ' 2 rAgyg #* O ,0rC Op+ +«JOE* Or G
listens at the gates offJ|,|CEy J [/ +* N*£U+ 'OrC|rC ZEZZ
beauty®?and is part of
1) 9eee apff2 A{¢ e{¢ 10 Y¢{') - b qp-Wpabt {¢e}oy{ehpcta ¢
{ )b 1 a{caB Y){Yf) b {¢- 2-¢{aB Upfe)U)EIN¥a -pa{fN"peN
{f)¢bag ) # IpOA{--) "3

Marking the Negritude Movement

®-¢{qBfa Ngdfs)g )" & 1) Npef)o |)gpNOB@N) Ny -1) A®
r{U)o)g- )Bbg Ng -I) «7’«2 pi-)¢ *2pN¢) ®)qBI{¢ pbqg" 'k
students in Paris and created the monthly jourraB 0 - ¢ "N pq) Y{NC

lication attracted francophone writers of African descent atidthree pub

fN21)" U{¢c? Nqg ‘1) Y)CN{"N pf 'pop? ¥ H @SHrfghor IN2 ¢2a. Y{
IN2 ¢a. p¢-N f)2 N{U)U)¢ t)BE¢N-¢") pfa{gfe)€pfqg p ¢ ¢B

Ml Sr J* |EOCOryg 6hy aA«,0 * + |A,* yAa |£ *« #* gy *yA + 7
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UpU) Ng NpN-N # {¢ Ip¢" ‘oo™ "—e$ pafgN-N¥E{Y{q)q
Pan-Africanism, discussed in Chapter 3.
Sq "' *apN¢) {Nqg)" -1) U{¢" t)BEN- -¢,¢) NN-II) Y f

Ng rNff)¢ ‘eeeds ) U{¢" )gq pYa¢fp-)" -1)p2xfA.p{Or fdop-N-
and was an expression of a revolt against French colonialism and racism. He
also used the term in his poem “Cahier d’'un retour au pays natal” (Journal of
a Homecoming), a landmark of modern French poetry and a founding text of
the movement® 1n his bookDiscours sur le colonialis#e”+$  *apN¢) U{¢f"
later critiqgue the hypocrisy of justifying colonization and quesed the use
of colonialism as well as its impact, calling Europe indefdadir its actions
#ta) ‘eee$ aN-l1 -I)N¢ U{¢c *2pN¢) 'pop? {mg" ®)qBI
Ng ¢)p2)" {g2 N{c2q)2@ pg" pUp¢)qg)2@ {A 1) fp c @N-¢
movement allowed Black people to see themselves through their own eyes
and understand their own qualities. Negritude was based on the idea that
a common African diaspora identity was needed to overcome the social and
political rhetoric of French colonialism and the resulting domination.dtg
Black people the ability to communicate to whites that, from nowBbacks
would be asserting themselves (Sprague 2018).

In addition to literature, Negritude was also a philosophy of African art,
b2 ®)gBI{¢ NgaNa.)" al)g 1) ¢2a. p¢¢NU)" Ng2EpEtN2a p.
modern European art was already drawing @rt negrgBlack art). Pablo
Picasso, in particular, had already taken to making African sculptures and
masks. However, Senghor wanted Negritude to be the ideology behind Afri
can art, particularly the forms so characteristic of African masks antpscu
¢ ¢)2 p ¢{22 "NOA)¢)q- ¢)BN{g? pbq" ¢fASN)DaNP ) a VPPN
not created to reproduce or embellish reality but to establish the connection
with what he labeled thé ¢ 4 ¢) phiaiséhe universe of vital forcésln
*77e ®)gBI{¢ peB)" cIp- fpc f-c¢) War-dPptN{N{y"B)
but combine this with an open approach to new ideas and developments in
art. Artist Ben Enwonwu articulated this in “Problems of the African Artist
“u{"pa: UIN I Up?2 Y¢ fNaD)"ENYR)q) ) { AdtgdafpeNygar
#/qU{qU¢ «""+$ N) Dpff)" A{¢ pg Ng-)¢qgP*M{gpX" ACN

He ¥ J* |*p yr * BlAr# |0,J@« ¥AdO\ E*«« Y|E# £¥«« |p ZE
[*p+|B+, J*+¥Y**d+ee
U» t+CE£O A#* ®,yrB|E# /r & gFirstpQojished ©I3roMpy24, PE10-substan
tive revision Wed May 23, 2018 « gy.,| «,VrB|E# *#A tr £0*« r*C£0 , A#



Chapter 6. Black Pari&47

to contemporary life and times but was also aware of traditional, local, and
Bf{ pbf Nq6f¢)q )®

S YOgg r|], V *, yr OrB*£0|£ |«O , O|r OrgQXd* y£, Y|£9;
£0 Y««| EYCA* yr# RgypOr d Y*£* OrbmaAAt#a&# & BEC
«**« JYy, Yr# O« r|, | |«*# ,| O, A, YYI| JEE «** BEC
OrdgA*r *# a ,J*Of [AE| *yr £yOrOrC y¥y,  BECGHLA* |
yr | «,0d ,| ,J*OE£ ,£y#0,0|ryg B|£EpgO&*MIY, | & ,£
S «** Or ,J* Y|£d« |[B *| g* gOd* GOV |p**YO A, S #| r
J* Yy« OrdgA*r *# a B£O yr « Ag ,AE**#AAS Y|Ag#
GOV |p*,.0 * JA«* J* Yy« OrdgA*r *# & pa yr *«, |£«

") b") fp:)¢ ®)qBI{¢ {¢BpgNi)" -1) a{¢f* Ry2:pakpt {A t)B¢
Ng «“e¢ YE¢{UN"NgB -1) ¢2. { paN{q A{GNoNMpG? fP@Np¢ -N2
ers, poets, and actors to participate in a global examination of African cul
ture.

Meanwhile, Martiniquais psychiatrist and intellectual Frantz Fanon, a
A{¢o)¢ 2-¢")g- {A No* *2pNe¢) pb"")" Yt paN PINFalA-1){¢)
1) -¢psop-N )OA) -2 {A {f{gNpfN23o pgNgpIN2&)d 1) "N?2
inal works fp ¢ ®cNqg alM-<y"rpaggac) - 1)" {A -1#Tpds |
Sq pbg p--)oY- -{ ¢)-¢N)U) "NBgN-a A{¢ fHece)PF{¥X) Ac{o
enslavement, the pioneering postcolonial theorist and activist usedxXipis- e
¢N)g )@ "¢¢NgB 1) Fe¢)g | { ¢Yp-N{aq {Af)EB)raN) )avYipN
the system had on both the colonizer and the colonized. Fanon argued that,
as long as the systems of enslavement and colonization existed, Black people
would develop a sense of self only through the eyes of the white man, who, at
the same time, developed a sense of self-superiority. In accordance wsth thi
idea, Senghor described the Negritude movement as “the sum total of the
values of civilization of the Black world?”

Sq 1) IN2.{¢a {A -1) o{U)o)g- -1) U{o)q UI{RFY)" 21pY)
forgotten — Paulette Nardal and her sister Jane in particular. A true pioneer,
Ep¢f)--) Up2 -1) ¢2. fp c A)opf) )aBNQg))¢qNge)) e NeE-I1Yf

UY% ¥A|,*# BE|p ,J* Y* «O,* |B ,J% Yy«* QWog*§ a* Q)HSC,JB\*dAny, yE B +
VFEp« r rI*CEO  A#*

HY% t+CEO A#* ® yrB|£# /r & gHFirstpGbjished BIrOMply«2}4, 2E10:-substan
tive revision Wed May 23, 2018 « gy.,| «,VrB|E# *#A ¥r £0*« r*CE£O A#*
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Sq «"'+ 21) ) po) 1)
¢a. fpc Y)¢ca{qg -{
study at the Sorbonne
University in  Paris,
along with her sister;
Paulette studied English
and her sister litera
-¢¢) Sq +7'— 1) U{o)qg
joined the Pan-African
newspaper hp '*Y. I)
A ¢ N. p Raddjtionally,
Jane wrote the mani
festo “Black Interna
tionalism,” a pioneering
text about a united Black
FOCAE* "« £gy¢A* B|£ dyr* yr# £yovemertywithy African,
EJ|,|CEY J [ +* N*£EU+ 'OrC|rC ZEgs . American, ad
Pe¢N )pg Yp¢-N NYp-N{q Sq "hp )0 IN%)efqg"3)p{N e
based on meetings in their salon in Clamart, a Paris suburb, where guests
ay{c) F¢)q | pqg" /qBfNal )a ¢) )NU)" Ygr-2pd@reN-)ca
intellectuals from the Black diaspora, who shared drinks, imusnd poetry,
pba" {t-)g "N& ¢22)" {YN 2 a; | p2 {f{qNpifN2o¢®p ) N
¢)g- Y{fN-N pf ") p-)2 G¢)2-2 Nqg f¢")" *2pNHy ®)qBI
riennes 2021). In addition to writers, scholars, and musicians, the meetings
also attracted visual artists who created works that not only acknowledged
ba N)g- A¢N pg -¢p"N-N{g? ¢- ") q)" {qg-)oY{¢pe¢a fp
) the"pfa U)e) {q )¢q)" b {¢- A)opf) Ng f¢aN{q

S JyU* |y .*r J|IACJ, yr#t «yO# $néphitudel *Jy*CYO'rrOrC
Y*E* aA«, ArdJy & Y|p*r p&d «O« *E£ yr# S yr# JV,
p*r,O|r*# S, Yy« Ar#*E£« §,*# * JA«* O/"Yy« Y|p*r

1 Sr ,J* |EOCOryg ,E£yr«gy, *# &ard* yAHQE! 6dEIYQ@ #FAU#Ft,
#* gy r+CEO A#t* CA* r|A« r9+,0|r« &A™ ¥ *« pVAGE *A £f 0« * %, BN
9*«, |AE *gy CA9|r ¥ aypyO« VEG+ #A B[AX, ¢+ YD+, PpOTQ
B*pp*« ¢AO *r YE£QYO*r,7 GE£|gg*pAr# ZE"!
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) U{o)g IpU) ))q ¢)o)o )¢)" NA {qfa Ng b 2pp)ff)¢ Upa -If
peers. Based on a proposal from the Paris city hall and its conrddvem

ber 2018, Mayor Anne Hidalgo approved the naming of a pedestrian walkway

pu-)¢ -1) aN=2-)¢2 ) A{ff{UNgB a)p¢ Ngq -k)Bgfe) " p Yfp
9£¢{o)gp") dpba) bq" £p¢f)--) the¢"pf: Up? {agWFR)I)" Nqg 1)
o)gq- S- ¢)p"®

®O«,*£« alp*r |B h* *E£« BE|p ry£, OrO#A{ I «+OELE*E« |
O yg p|U*p*r, |B t*CE£O,A#*F*pOrO«, p0OgO,yr,«

) aN2.)¢a< gN) ) 2NgB)¢ I¢N2-Npq) /Yl EwWINGB pfa)g”)" -
oring her aunts who, as writers, philosophers, and teachers, laidhberet
N pf pg" YINf{a8{YIN pf p2)2 {A t)BE¢N-¢&") £&{gqOIN I *apN
Damas built. Activists are now pushing to have a plaque for Paulette Nardal
Yfp )" Nqg 1) £pqg-1*{g ) 22{ Np-N{q £pcd)t*jqtpe¢"pf p-
Ul{2) o0)o )¢2a Nq f¢") rp¢-NgNj¢pN2 foopc)INL; {PFpg £pf &
the committee, has been bringing attention to her contribution to the-fem
inist and Negritude movements, among othersHer better-known cal
f)pB¢) *2pNe¢) pfe)p"a 1p2 p Yfpi¢) Ng IN2 Npp) Ng -I) £
Ypa&a)" pUpa Ng ‘ee— pqg" IN® {"& Up? -pc)g appstd{ rp¢-Nqgl
later, in April 2011, in a national event presided over by the French president
Nicolas Sarkdzy, the plaque was unveiled in the Parisian monument.

*-1)¢ opc¢c)c2 {oo)o{¢Cp-NgB *2pN¢e¢) Nqg f¢l') 1) ¥opN o o*
1st arrondissement. It was inaugurated in June 2013 and is part of the Quai
"Ya& Y Nf)EN)2 ) aN-) Up? 1{2)g & -1) £pepNe locgN NYpf
‘ee’ ) opa{¢ {A £EpCN?2 )¢-¢pg" ")fpqg{5 :NPNPC 1) o)o{ca
"NgNi¢pN2a Y{).- UI{ U{¢f" 1pU) ))q =+ &)pM{c{fN21p - &a)p¢
q{- Ap¢ Ac¢{o pg{-1)¢ opc¢c)¢ I{q{¢NgB pa)BIGN{g"“pq- B¢¢)
o{U)o)g- SqN:-Npffa cq{Uq p? £p22)¢)jfY @A IAupnog{ b A{{
£paa)e)ff) h*{Y{f".®*"p¢.®)qBI{¢%d cpmmemorate’ the

fu Sr ,J* |EOCOryg 6®|*Af« F*pp& #% Q*E O« HAN £ | DE Qre AG@ « * £ (
*  |gO,0CA* #* gy t+CE£O,A#* 1r0gO,yr,*« B*pOrO«, * 7

19 £yAg*, . * tyE#Yg YA £yr J+|r FOCKE* O ZOP|OF*p@rOke, * *
£E£+ AE«*AE* #A p|U*p*r, #¥ g% t+CED RAY*, ,*rYE£#YgYA yr I*|r
[p *r!
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100th anniversary of the birth of the Senegalese politician and poet, who was
pfa{ -1) ¢2. Y¢)aN")g: {A ®)q)Bpf B{U)¢qNm® pe{¢ -U{
pfa{ -1) ¢&. A¢N pqg -{ ) bg )f) )" o)o )¢ {A"1) p"*ol
q{-1)¢ op¢c)¢ {A 1) o{U)o)qg- {q-Nag¢)® -{)"¢ b-) f
nal £¢)2)q ) ACANuNY) & fN{cq) 'N{Y Ng «"*— 2). -1I)
and breath of decolonization aspirations of the Negritude movement. Early
on, £¢)2)q ) ABN2PNa)" p? 1) U{N ) {A -1) fp c U{e¢f"
opNgfa Ng F¢pq ) Na U{N ) {g-¢N ¢-)" A{ O1e\{-¥pNoN
monologue and was a platform for many Black intellectuals and for creating
awareness in the Black diaspora of its own condition (Lock 2013). As a mag
azine, it aligned with Pan-Africanism and gave voice to some already grea
Bee)2 {At)BEN-¢") -1){¢c& Nq f¢"NgB gBpbNCIN IN{¢q
pe¢" a¢NBI- pg” Fpa{gq -{ gbo) "¢2 p A)U
Sqg *"EC)2)q ) Aegpdnded ffom its origins as a quarterly jour
gpf pbg" ) bo) b Y¢ fN2INGB 1{¢c?) pbqg" {{&PU)epf-U)¢c
decades, a plethora of writers, such as Mongo Beti and Cheikh Anta Diop,
also released books through the publisher. More than 60 yearsRaésence
A ¢ N doMigyes to be an important cultural marker for Pan-Africanism
and Negritude. Located in the 5th arrondissement, it is in the Latin Quarter,
not far from the Sorbonne University. Inside, the space is a temple of books,
housing a large selection of work from Black diaspora authors. Founder
fN{¢q) 'N{Y "N)" Nqg *"—=< pqg" IN2 UNADU) ¢ ¢ WA-"Daq) &
professor and writer Romuald Fonkoua ruts¢ )2)q ) AC¢N pNQ)

Hidden Histories/Unwritten Stories

fp ¢ fNU)2 1pU) f{gB ))g IN"")g Ng YfpNG{daNBIl- Nq
markers celebrating their contributions, but the stories behind them are
a)f"{o -{f" «q) )apo¥Yf) N2 .1) 2.¢))- gpo)" piNig).¢ 1)U
Georges in central Paris. Rue du Chevalier de Saint-Georges is located in the
1st arrondissement. De Saint-Georges was an accomplished 18timcen

fpaaN pf {oY{2)¢ pg" IpoYN{g A)g )¢ NY)UNE -{&'d Ng
to Georges de Bologne Saint-Georges, a married white French plantr
Anne (also called Nanon), an enslaved African of Senegalese origin owned

1. %J* Y#+pO* FEYr yO«* |[U*E«**« J* FE*r J gyrCAyC* Or F
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& IN® UNA) al)g 1) Up2 p a{cqgB 2{f"N)¢ 1)BN{po) {f{q)f
{A ®pNg-.G){¢B)2 pqg pff. fp c ¢)BNo)gt)NyY/iz ¢NY) BI-Nq
during the French Revolution. Although he was a brave soldier and an exam
ple of the country’s brightest and best, he faced racism from a young age and
witnessed the horrors of enslavement. But his skills spoke for themselves,
earning him a special place in French history. However, this laagely
NBg{¢)" ¢q-Nf ') )o )¢ ‘eee Ul)q I) qbffa ¢) )NU)" pq {0 |

At that time, Paris counselor George-Pau Langevin (origin&ibm
Guadeloupe) and Paris mayor Bertrand Delanoé changed the names of Ru
IN 1)Ypg?) -{ 1)UpfN)¢ ") ®pNq-.G){¢Bybo)) Ip¢'NBNgpf 2
been controversial as it honored Antoine Richepanse, a former governor
of Guadeloupe under Napoleon Bonaparte who was in charge of the resto
ration of the enslavement system in Martinique and other islands in 1802.

) Fe)g | 1)U{f¢-N{q pbg" fp c ¢)U{f-2 Ip" 9pNf-" Nq -1) ¢
b {fN21 )g2fpU)o)q- Ng =" 2 "{oNgNig)" pNfagApec{o -1)
1) })o)o ¢pqg ) {A ®fpU)ca )aYfpNg)"

ty |g*|r Yyr,*# o *aLrr# JJ* FE*r J |g|rOWE®p OE£* || |1
*Yro Y| |g|rOi* ,J* JAC* gyr# |B h|AO«®#HYH Or t|£,J
YIEd*E« «| J* £*« VE, *# J* «gyU* EY#EIBQrowg s |g|r
ZEZ!

France permanently abolished enslavement on the mainland and in the col

{aN)2 Ng «—“— +YY{q)g-2 {A N I1)Ypqg?) Ip))Upqg-)" -{ |
name for many years, sending petitions and several letters to the city hall

JA{¢) hpgB)UNg pg" N-& {0 Npf2 2 )YYBNANBE p ) Y¢{ )3

street name requires the approval of the mayor, who studies the case with

advisers. Delanoé supported the renaming, calling the Rue de Richepanse
“a permanent insult to the Afro-Caribbean population of Paris” (Hen

fya ‘=<'$ ) 2.¢)).- Up? qpffa ¢)gpo)" Nqg B)px,pca ‘e
long battle between Delanoé and the right-wing mayors of the 1st and 8th
p¢e¢{q"N?%)o)q-2 d)pqg.F¢pg {N® h)Bpe¢).{"tg’ F)pbg {N? h
story of Chevalier Saint-Georges reaches beyond his homeland. Disney’s

®)p¢ IfNBI- £N -¢¢)2 1p2 pqgqg{¢q )" -0 hiwdg)ee fo -N-f)"
released in 2023. And although Disney’s involvement can be read critically,

depicting Chevalier’s life will bring light to another hidden Black story.
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<-1)¢ ¢qUEN--)q
histories include that
{A Fe¢pg {N2."{oNgNij¢)
Va{¢®2pNag-  h{cU)e-c¢
the famous Haitian
general and abolitionist
and the most prominent
leader of the Haitian
Revolution. In 2021, a
small garden was named
pbu-)¢ INo Nq -1) A{c¢o)
Square des Amandiers
in the 20th arrondisse
o)ag- ) ") N&N{qgq
rename the park was
FOCAE* '« ¥%J* Yu|A««yOr, h|AU*E ybed OF £y* thef Pari€ £V J
[+t N*EU+ tOrcirc 2&2z22 city council in April 2021
pu-)¢ p @aNoNfp¢ o)page¢) Upa p{Y-)" &) -£)dN8NB - {¢
ceremony, city hall called Louverture “a great abolitionist and emaitmip
B ¢ ¢)ZHowever, even though Louverture is one of France’s most promi
q)q- fb c B¢¢)2 pg” pbg Ng2 ¢NY-N{q I{q{¢ NqBpFfNo Uf
Ng 1) £pqg:-1*{g Nqg ‘e« 1) N2 ¢p¢)fa A{¢cht ctMqgs-fl)oF¢)q
a¢N-)C hpet)g {ffNg?2 )aYfpNqg2 -1p- UING N IMRe.- ¢
country’s revolution is taught in high schools in some of France’s overseas
territories, in metropolitan vocational high schools, whose students ar
more likely to come from working-class and immigrant families, the regentl
updated curriculum acknowledges the Haitian Revolution as a “singular
extension” of the American and French Revolutions and not as the starting
point of the global process to abolish enslavement (Collins 2020). Since it is
not part of the general high-school curriculum, the typical French student
completes their high-school education without hearing much about the
¢)O{f¢ -N{g {¢ N-2 I)¢{)2 N2 N2 ")ayN)) Up2ApNf)Tp- h

Mt A,J|£9« ,E£yr«gy,O|r |B 6GEJr#pyWCAE* HO|dT, Ohrr Qy£#Or
«yOr, h|AU*E AE£* OrYyACAE+ #Vr« YE SAY § £@ 1 £# D« *pyY 1 #107 £
O« hOCJ,« A Y3 «E YfEVegOCJ «A |p ZEZ+ G|A+E g*+a!
U*E AE*+OryACAE*+#Vr«+g*+CAVE QrEQ #&&PYMYr#O*£«+ZE*
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as “the Black Spartacus” who embodied the ideals of the French Revolution
(ibid.). He was also a hero of abolitionist Frederick Douglass, whilgistcti
Marcus Garvey asserted that his “brilliancy as a soldier ttdssnan owt
al{q) -I1p- {A p ¢{oU)ff tpY{f){gq pg" ap2NgB fg=$#NNTFf [
No* *2pN¢) )fN)U)" -1p- NpN-N Up? N Y{p 1 WBEY 9q)B¢
1) ¢2. No) pg" Y¢{ fpNo)" N-2 ApN-I Ng-Ns-2Uf(NpgN-a: #
in turn inspired the modern anticolonial movement all over the world. In
aYN-) {A pff {A -IN2 Fe¢pq ) Ip? q{- 2))d')toppfg")IN® BI- p
ments of its national narrative but rather as a minor part of it (Collins 2020).
Y¢)2)g- 1) F{a"p-N{q Y{c¢ fp r*o{N¢) -N{d</® fpUpB)
for the Memory of Slavery), which was created in 2016, is pushing French
authorities to correct these oversights. In a September 2020 report, it
pa2)e-)" -tp- q{- pff F¢)g | INf"¢)q f)p¢q {¢) L) IN2-{C&
Naag)" “¢ga. JA{¢) -1) ‘«-1 pqqNU)¢apca Yh2gppy N¢p fpU
& gp-N{apf )¢)o{gN)2 ) ‘eee fpU Up? 2Y)ps1dp")" & F¢)
I¢N&-Npqg) Yape Nep # {¢q Ng F¢)q | G.NghP " ")2NBql
crime against humanity. It also mandated that school curricula accoedeh
subjects “the substantial place that they merit” (Collins 2020). Foltpthe
passage of the law, France updated and revised its textbooks, although, in
2005, the French legislature mandated that schools emphasize the Vpositi
role” of colonialism. However, the center-right president Jacques Chirac
eventually gave in to the longstanding demands of campaigners and- estab
fNa1)" p gb-N{gpf "pa -{ {oo)o{¢h-) -I) )a"{{A Ng*fpU)o)q-
1) pafN)¢)2 # )aql{f" *eee$ ) U{¢c -{ ¢)p-NPpg"pa {A {oc
had been a long and arduous struggle; it had received widespread public
pb--)a-N{g Ng rpa «""— 1) +"«-1 pqqNU)G2ip&)pAg1) b {fN-I
pa" )NBI- a)pe¢2 )A{¢) IN¢p <2 ") fpe¢p-N{qp@&N)qg of¢) -Ip
)ba Geaba)?) 1*¢aN{a)?) ba" o) -¢{Y{fN-pg URa)g bg" 0)g
b aNf)g:- op¢ I Ng -¢N ¢-) -{ -1) UN -No? {A fff)dNpf )gafp!l
pbc-l) ¢¢-pNa{gbp b {{2 ") bg"f)" -Neph ¥MpB2NgB {A
Sq rp& ‘e INCp qpfféa @-p-)" -Ip- -CN (NIN{LNF"2 ) YPN"
including Louverture.
r)pqUINT) pa{-1)¢ ;cqcq{Uqg< EPpENaNPpANPY{fN}N pf Y N{
N)¢)"Np #-1) ¢2. pqg" {qfa fp c opa{¢ {A ®p¥mwaé)")f) -)" N
¢) {BaN-N{q Ul)g p 2-¢))- Up2 gpo)" pi-)¢eNNopade -{ )¢ -
Anne Hidalgo presided over the ceremony for the unveilinguef everiano

") N)¢)"Np p q)U 2-¢))- Nqg 1) =1 pe¢{m"W)opa" ) Ngp
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tribute to Heredia, who was born in Havana, Cuba, as a free Black man in
—’'+ N)¢)"Np po) { Ep¢Na Ng «—"" pu-)U{gpgB p"{Y
Madeleine Godefroy, who was married to his godfather, Don lgnkiere
dia y Campuzano-Polanco. An excellent student, he became anpbet l&
erary critic, winning the Grand Prize of Honor at the well-known and pres
NBN{¢2 h{¢c¢Na.f).G¢pqg" INBI 2 I{{f Smoyr-p-Fc¢)g [0 N
N-Ni)g pg" UN-I p B¢{UNgB Nqg-)¢)2- Ky "YgfNaN 2 2
1¢)U INo2a)fA Nqg-{ -1) )f"
Heredia was the defender of many causes, such as universal education
and the separation of church and state. In 1873, he was elected to the munic
ipal council of Paris as a representative for the 17th arrondissement and
2Y)q- @N4a a)pe¢? Ng 1) Y{3N-N{q )A{¢) I) BPprNf)K )" Y
is equivalent to a mayorship today, de facto making him the mayor of Paris
At{o e——" -{ e——< N)C)"Np [{U)U)¢ ®dbrgod) -{dN-I ¢
a)¢eUp-NU)2 pg" {-1)¢2 +q) q)U2YpY)¢ ¢)A)¢A)"){ INo
/faax): UINf) {-1)¢a pff)" INo 1) 9 I{ {fp-INGCWINTHC: {¢
N)C)"Np "N)" {A o0)gNgBN-N2 Ng IN2 £p¢N?a I{o) {q F) ¢
Like previous Black heroes, Heredia was never mentioned in French his
tory books at any level — not at elementary, high school, or university. It took
until the 2015 tribute for the mayor of Paris to acknowledge that Heredia had
been sidelined. She said that, with the street naming, the city was cangecti
-IN2 A{¢B{--)q IN2-{¢A pqg" 9B¢Nf-a {UNWBT - { - #WE¢Np
examples throughout this chapter have shown, the absence of remembrance
of Black contributions to France denies the true nature of the relationship
between the country and its former colonies or CaribbeahY p ¢ -).0)q-2
Instead of extending its motto oh N ) égalité A ¢ p - ) todBMcK citizens,
it contests their national identity, forcing them into invisibilityt éhe periph
ery of French life.
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Chapter 7
Black Rome

Kwanza Musi Dos Santos

) ¢2. Y¢{-)a. pBpNg?2- ¢p N2o Ng S-pfa "MNaQ{{Apc) Yfp
Black Lives Matter (BLM) in June 2020, but rather as a consequence of the
homicide of Jerry Essan Masslo, a South African man who had escaped from
pYp¢-1)N" Ng «"—— Npc¢U)2-NgB -{op-{)2 HAf& ZI)pqg I{c¢ N
had found himself trapped in another racist system where he was forced to
work in underpaid, harsh conditions. Protesting against this unjust syste
1) "{Ng)" ¢aN{g® pbg"” {¢BpgNi)" 2-¢Nc)2ppqt I)) Yfro) Y{V¢
interviewed on national television.

*q 1) gNBI- {A ¢B¢g2- ' «"—" p Be¢{sWHA2ALI¢ &{¢qB U
already had criminal records, entered what the media and the politicians
¢)A)Ee)" -{ p2 9-1) Bl)--{ {A BNffp hN:-)CoQNB# py-&p ‘*‘+$ |
fNU)" Ng "N¢) {g"N-N{g2 alINf) -1)a U)aN2¢cANNBR"{ ¢{ rp?
they shot and killed him. A large protest in reaction to the murder took place
Ng i{o) Ng « -{)¢ «"—" ¢)p-NqgB -I) ¢2 FSipg<Re¢p N%o
history.

Since then, other antiracist protests have taken place following similar
Ng N")g-2 ¢+ Ulp- Up22Y) Npf p {¢- ddy) ¢@e-0p} -1p- N-
when demonstrations happened simultaneously in so many citielsaly.

)y ¢Na) {A 1) hr o{U)o)g- ¢{¢BIl- UN-I N- pyB)¢ -{Upc¢c" I

who seemed to have never cared about racism, especially those who had
always declared themselves “antiracist” but never allowed Black people to
ay)pc A{¢ -1)o2)fU)2 pqg" {u-)g oNgNoNi)" NIX&)pEp-NU) No:
gressions, claiming that Italy is not a racist country and that “Italiares ar
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good people®™ hence, “they can't be racist.” Notions like this seemed to con
¢o -lp- -1) A® I1p" p NBB)¢ ¢p N2o Y¢{ f)o -Ipg S-pfa
In fact, when the Malian-born civil rights defender Soumaila Sacko was
killed by unknown assailants in southern Italy in 2018, while he was eollect
ing scrap metal from an abandoned factory to build a shack in the tent city of
San Ferdinando, only a handful of local newspapers reported on the case and
no large protests took place. Yet, when a Black man on the other side of the
ocean was brutally killed by the police, people took to the streets in massive
numbers. Surely, the pandemic contributed to highlighting that momen
.60 al)g fp c Y){Yf) Ng S-pfa 2-p¢-)" ¢)NNINQ8 -1) Y
) pbo) I{Y)A¢f ) Y{2aN NfN-a q{U Y¢)a)g-)" N-a)fA -{
sation about racism that was long overdue.
) {¢BpaNip-N{qgpf YIp2) Up2 p Ipff)gB)¢{&¥? ¢NgBI
together created a meaningful moment. It was important to transform BLM
Ac¢{o p A®. )qg-)¢)" pB)a"p Nqg-{ f{ pf S-pfNpHaG P)ic)?-
long discussion, members of Cantiere from Milan and QuestaéRoma from
Rome, two historical antiracist organizations, wrote and adopted the follow
NgB opgNA)2.{ -{ a;¥YY{¢- -1) Y¢{-)2-2 Ng -I)N¢ ¢)ay) .|

“J* £y O«, B*£| 0,a ,Jy, Y* JyU* «**r YPr#) [ J* dC
JJ* JOg#E£*r Or J* ByU*gy« Or £yiOg x«&XE |£,*
,JY, |r,OrAyggéd y «|gU*« O,«*gB Ok |EE*E# |%]|r,O
| J«* O, O, O« r|, *r|ACJ | #*r|Ar * O, O, pA«,
BE|p O,« Ag ., AEyg yr# * |[r|pO B|Ar#y O|r« !y O«p
gy dhOoU*«ry, *£ Or S, yga p*yr« ,y dgOrC BE£]| J| (
gy dhOU*«ry, *£ Or S,ygé p*yr« | «#§ JO#§rBYB+4 C
*OCr |#a

gy dhOoU*«ry, . *£ Or S,yga p*yr« gO«gyr@rgr#r# C
£y OygOi*# *| g*

gy dhOoU*«ry, *£ Or S, yga p*yr« £*rfArA® «CO||m=9 «
OrC y «é«,*p ,Jy, ygg|Y« y B*Y || gOU* |r ,J* «J|Ag
gy dhOU*«ry, *£ Or S ,ygd p*yr« | « P* fcydognC |
0,0i*r«JO gyVyvY

LU Sr S, ygOyr 60,ygOyrO £yUy [C*I, WY, WIRG OKYA U *E£F A«kg
#O««*pOry *# A, *« * Oyggad #A£0rC ,J* |g|rOyg YVy£«
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gy dhoOU*«ry,  *£ Or S, Ygad p*yr« .| E£E*pHp£EE § #A¢
ry««g| S#& 'O*r* ®|ApyOgy ®y d| /payrhdigc JO#O tyj
d*rrOB*£ « O|,| GO#*|r i*d* ryJypy#|A Yi|AE* a0g«]l
*pVE FYy#*£Y
1y O«p #|*« 1|, g*, A« £*y,1* S 9« gD Gt A&, "Ah*rJI* yC
YJ*r O, .yd*« A|AE£ £*y . J yYya Ar Og a|A , IYd* SB &|A
|,I*E Jyr# &|A yr «** O, O, O« *U*E£AYJIYD9gg « g|rC ¥
JyU* J* §y 0gO.,a .| *gOpOry.* O, YIVE*UM R «O« A, Y
O, O« ygYy&d« Or J* yOE

In June 2020, more than 3,000 people gathered in Piazza del Popolo in Rome
and knelt down for more than nine minutes, the same length of time that the
Y{fN )obg 2-{{" {q G){¢B) Ff{a"<2 q) ¢ p- f{yB o{o)qg- Up
few occasions when Black Italian people felt acknowledged as human beings
by the rest of the Italian population, as citizens of the same country,-hope
ful for equal human rights. However, this moment was not asanotful or
as lasting as many wished. Some of the protests were organized by white-
f)* opNqgfa {oo¢qgN?2- {¢BpgNip-N{g? -{NH)f)l{{N"pga fp
not embrace their ideology. As a result, many Black people went back home
pu-)¢eUpe 2 )0)q of¢) Aci2-¢p-)" -Ipg -1)a Jp*1)))a )A{¢)
involvement of people belonging to the groups most exposed to discrimina
‘N{q pg" ¢p N?0 N2 {i-)g Ng?-¢c0)q-pbf pba” ¢q)i¢hf

In reaction to the coverage of BLM on social media, people started to
compare the case of George Floyd, and many other Black people before him,
with the case of Stefano Cucchi — a poor, young white Italian man from the
Roman suburbs who was charged with drug dealing and died in a prisen hos
YN-pf pa-)e 1) Up2 ¢¢-pffa )p-)g ¢Y a BepM"2-Ng ‘=~ NN
{ 1) {gA¢3N{q -Ip- {U-)g I1pbYY)g2® Ng S-pfalPl)g {q) -¢N
Y¢{ f)o {A ¢p N?0 S- N2 {u-)g ¢?)" b? pqg-cA{e¢pffp -)¢o A{
{A "N2 ¢NoNgp-N{g UIN I {t-)g f)p"2 -{ ofpp2): pNgB { 2 ¢
if they were mutually exclusive, instead of two separate entities that-inter
a) - N2 oN2;q")¢2-pq"NgB { ¢¢2 Ul)g -I)NF{@)Wa{A UIN-
addressed; working-class white Italians claim that, since they have been |
ing in poverty, they do not have white privilege. But race is alwre, even
in the working class, so comparing Floyd with Cucchi misses the point.

1 Y%Eyr«gy,*# BE|p S,ygOyr



162

Kwanza Musi Dos Santos

Tracing Colonial History

F{¢ opga a{¢qB S-pfNpqg? {A {f{¢ {{op Y)¢BNGNdAp? 1)
)-U))g “e+— pg" ‘ess /U)q Ul)g -1) 2-p-N{g Ubgpg{- -I)"

tion, they would still pass by to see if there was anything interesting hap
pening. Nowadays, it is no longer a point of reference for youth, but it is still
a central location for the African diaspora, tourists, and immigrants from
the entire world. In the area surrounding the station, which includes Piazza
"IN Ngi¢) )a-{ bg" ENpiip BN--{¢N{ {q) BR?I{Vr2 ¢¢¢)c
international restaurants, African hair stylists, and shops that sell rinte
national foods. Many people, however, are unaware of the history behind
1) gpbo) 9£Npiip ")N Ngi¢) )a-{: Ul)¢)*NBJdMBPHFY- { )f
memorial to Italian colonialism and anti-Blackness, once stood. “Cinque
cento” (Five Hundred) symbolically referred to the number of Italian saldie
UI{ "N)" Nqg 1) p--f) {A'{BpfN p 2opff) Nt-3 N {¢N-¢)
Italian defeat on the African continent took place on January 26, 1887, during
1) ¢2- YIp?) {A S-pfNpqg )aYpqg2N{g Nqg-{ /¢N-¢)p

Erected to commemorate the Italians who lost their lives on this occasion,
the monument is composed of an ancient obelisk that was commissioned by
Pharaoh Ramses Il and later brought to Rome by Emperor Domitian, who
placed it next to other obelisks in the temple of Campo Marzio (in Rome,
there are ten obelisks in total). Centuries later, the obelisk was found during
archeological research by Rodolfo Lanciani in the area of Santa Maria sopra
rNg)¢Up Sq +——- p A)U o{q-12 pi-)¢ 1) ")A)yp- {A '{E
cesco Azzurri was commissioned by the government to build a base for it to
make a monument and place it in the center of the square. However, his work
was heavily criticized, not because it was commemorating ¢alism, but
because it did not provide the majesty and grandeur that the government
Ip" UNal)" A{¢ -1) Apff)q 2{f"N)¢a Sq " *“ {UIp-ppa{c¢ "
Ype¢-2 {A -1) )g-¢pf a-p-N{q 2{ -1) o{q¢o)fg - AW)gDp{U)"
where it still stands today, almost hidden and disregarded.

According to historians, the Italian defeat was due to strategic- mis
takes, an underrated evaluation of the Abyssinian army, and a lack -of mil

itary preparation® {f{qNpf hN)¢-)gpqg- {f{q)f Y%{oop2{ ') ¢

6'|Cyg0O 'OiO|ryEecLatiDERIEHLQY WYY £* yrO O, *r O g| *#(
gO ,Z"'OiO|ry£O|+#0+® |£0Vy,Z¢
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in particular minimized

the risk of being brutally

beaten by an African army,

probably due to a sense of

race superiority that was

at the core of the entire

colonial campaign. How

ever, it was not uncom

o{g -{ a" Ng-)ff) -¢pf?
sharing skeptical expec

tations with regard to the

decision to start colonial
)aYpqgaN{g )acq)U -Ip-
the ltalian army would

a{- ) ¢)p"a )a lp" "¢2:
¢)¢qN )" -1) qp-N{q bqg"
they did not have enough
motivation or resources to
undertake such a mission.

And for this reason theFOCAE* “« %J* '|CygO | *gO«d Yy« § «O,* |B

. #*r|Ar OrC «,y,* UO|g*r * yr# £]| gyOpOrC 6 g}
government decided 10,y "wp 7 e (CEy I fYYriy rA«O |« ®Yr, |«
commemorate the death

of Italian soldiers in a heroic way to somehow convince the population of
the rightness of the Fascists’ desire to go to war to build the Italian Empire.

¢® {0 Npfa {e)e)” -1) o{g¢o)q- -{ 1) p--1)){A {BpfN -{
®{o) f)u-.UNgB Y{fN-N Npg?2 U{N )" - I)NOH{WH{EIN{NKNg ¢ -
feeling that was triggered did not allow for the necessary evaluation of the
loss and possible abandonment of the colonial mission. Moreover, the Ascari,
Eritrean mercenaries who fought for the Italian army and also died in the
battle, are not remembered. Many deserted because of the abuses they suf
fered at the hands of the Italians.
Sq p""N-N{g Ngqg *7’« pu-)¢ -1) {qgi¢)* {A UpR2 p p p
stolen from the emperor, brought to Rome, and placed next to the Dogali
{ )IN2c Ng {¢")¢ -{ {oo)o{¢p-) -1) Y{22)2#p{dDd pg" -)¢EeN-
Npffa ¢)Ye¢)2)g-)" 1) S-pfNpg /oYN¢) ¥g"plgc¢)l) fN{q N
pac? -{ "NYf{op-N q)B{-Np-N{gq? N- Up? ®)pftang) .., ¢q)"

A{ff{UNgB IN2 ¢2. ONaN- -{ !{0) Ng *"—+ pK-)¢I19{¢) -1pqg '
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presence of these monuments, most Italians ignore the history of colonial
N2o pg" -1{?) A)U UI{ "{ cq{U p {¢- N- {UN)NaNNYp )I'D-
1) {f{aNpf poYpNBqg Ng -I) N{¢q {A Ac{f{mpefyys
a-pe-)" ") pM)d )A{e¢) i{¢-fa pi-)¢ S-pfa Ip" ) {o) b q
-)¢ Fe¢pqg )® { ¢N2YN ) po) oNgN?:-)¢ {AfNPqgNq-)¢
colonial expansion made a decisive leap. According to the statesman, the
bases in Eritrea were the starting points for the creation of a vast domin
ion over East Africa, where, however, Italy faced not only the resistance of
governments and local populations, but also European competition from
G¢)p- ¢N-pNqg pg" F¢pg ) N2 IN2.{¢ca IpPBNINgGFfOPNY Nc
¢) )g- a)pe? +q deqg) © fefe "ENgB 1) b N{abf I{fN’
Ne¢-1 {A 1) S:pfNpqg [)Y¢ TN Ng «"“« [ON) 46)q)J fNB ¢ p
{A rNB¢pqg- a{o)g pg" 'p¢BI-)¢2$ {¢BpagNi)"bBONp2l of
the idea of a “colonial republic” founded on institutional ratiand systemic
"Na ¢NoNqgp-N{g )a -{{c NoVYp -A¢f YNgeo®® N{g Ac¢{o
Dogali, holding signs denouncing state violence, while some stood ®ples
UN-1 -1) U{¢"2 9 fp ¢ hNU)2 rp--)¢: U¢N--)q §g{1)N¢ |
aINqg) p 2Y{-fNBI- {q -1) 2ao0 {fN Y¢)2)qg-l) mdgANBqgN
ment, and also to show how colonial history is still present in Italian soci
)-& pf-1{¢BIl 1) {¢q-¢a<® {f{aNpf YpIBNE"jti-)ga")qN)’
also wanted to underline the hypocrisy of celebrating the democracy of a
so-called republic while leaving commemorative monuments to colonialism
throughout the city.
) A{ff{UNQgB a)p¢ {gq F) ¢opcta « ‘e'e LITN2NU{ %)
plinary collective that carries out research, cultural, and didacticetigaa
tion activities on Italian colonialism and contemporary immigratiomair
Beep-)" N-2 ¢2- ¢¢ pg -¢)ccNgB ¢{¢-) UN-MBayipo)< A
N2 p U{¢" Ng %NBE¢Nqgap pg" olp¢N -Ip- o)ifpg? o)o{¢
{¢f" ) q{®-pfBN pqg" o)fpqg I{fa ) 94H¢cPpuNPgclpte?
UrbaAfricani,” comprise long promenades in the company of Eritrean people,
UN-1 ¢) {¢")" {qU)¢2p-N{qg? -1p- {0A)¢ q)& )p¥d)? -Ip-
¢pcad /CN-¢)p #BNp B{¢"p- RBNp 20p¢pNPBNpqg P2p 3
fNp BNp rp22p¢p RBNp ®)gpA8 BNpf) /eN-@EIpHq") ¢) |
present Eritrean residents who have chosen to share their stories and their
experiences focus on Eritrean history and the ties, legacies, and wounds that

Ip0) ¢)acf-)" A¢{o S-pfNpag {f{gNpfN2o {Obf{H} W{q {
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o{gN)2 UIN I U)¢) Ng-)¢-UNqg)" UN-I INa-{NY pf{&a-¢"N)2
ber, November, and December 2020.

1)apboNgB -1)2) 2.¢))-2 BNU)2 -1)o b q)U pg" "NOA)¢)q:
spokesperson of the organization said in an interview (Peretti 2021). A selec
tion of the collected audio testimonies has subsequently become an inte
gral and fundamental part of the tour, connecting the stages of the route
and opening up or resuming historical themes, including colonial urban
Nao -{Uq YfpbggNgB pg" -1) ¢2- Y)papq-q¢3(p{¥)® Ng /¢N-«
of Rome’s African Quarter serves as an impetus for the witnesses, w
together with the collective and the walkers, draw a map of the neighbor
hood from these counternarratives.

Supported by ARCS Culture Solidali and Archivio Memorie Migranti as
part of the Pinocchio—Culture, Sport, Participation project, a ciand social
network working against discrimination and for greater social incarsithe
tours have been popular since their inception, selling out in January and
F) ¢¢pea "ore ) €2. 7 (¢ pg -¢)c? ¢{cBIY)jYB))q ‘- pq”
{ 1) a)NBI {¢I{{" +q) a)p¢ fp-)¢ -1) {fH)BNU) A)f- -1) q
to the drawing board to create route number two, which is currently being
Yfpag)" ) bNo {A 1) -{¢¢2@ N2 -{ Y¢{o{-) clq{(B)"B) #¢)$"
nection between Italy and Eritrea, encourage public debate, awlids the
dominant themes in education, which are characterized by languages and
attitudes that need to be decolonized.

However, the stories reach beyond colonialism. Some of the interviewees
pb¢) a{¢cqB NooNB¢pqg-2 UI{ )a-)q" -1)2) {oafgep'—{cq-? U)ff
#-1) aype {A 1) {0 Npf)g” {A S-pfNpg {f{gNpf "{oNgpq )

Yad* « |EO*« YE* 1|, ygg B| A«*# |r |dlrP§BO«p Y* «
O, .l .IAJ |r ,JO« ,| O A, JJ*OE « |£EQQ« §rr|, *
Y« *  * JA«* | J*EYO«* Y* «Og*r * Dpgd@yoB £*y. 0
«A |E£E#0ry,O]|r

In addition to being able to continue the guided tours, the collective also
plans to bring its work to schools, as Italian schoolchildren are taught that

a* «0,* |B [gg*, JOUK Va'i*«P§ *ri*Or OE£*ryoO y |[p [gg*, OU|+ *
1 6¥%E*ddOrC AE BE£O yr| Ar *£ |E&|' gAEFAr kT« FriA@r O
£*XryO0 § |p ZEZZ ©Z &' ,£*ddOrC+AE|YBE rrf|+Ar+ *£ |E£«|+gA
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Italy never had colonies and that only England and France did. Meanwhile,
ongoing coloniality is experienced in everyday life.
Sq VYCNf ‘ete  {ff)--NU{ %)i)-p %%¢)cA¢ pp{{ bg" ¥¢)
rated to create an anticolonial tour that passed in front of the Dogali monu
0)g- pg" qN21)" p- -1) Nqg)op SoY)¢{ #/oYNK}§f f{ p-)
¢ ¢pf q)NBI {¢I{{" {A %{¢YNBagp--p¢ph SNG-Mpfi{dg)o
ba" 2op¢p Ng *'— "¢¢NgB 1) S-pfNpqg £f& P Niff )
the superiority that the Italian Fascist government sought to suggest to their
{f{aNpf poYpNBqg ) -{¢c¢ pfa{ Yp22)" -f) ENF{)"f )¢")
JINg" ¥%%)CoNgN 2-p-N{g UIN | S2p )ffp $q" B NNEBN/{
¢caa)" )fH{uUs ¢2)" -{ pb--)a" ) gpo) {oo)o{e¢p¥e{-1) pq-
fessor who was the head of Partito d’Azione (an anti-fascist resistancg party
and who encouraged Marincola to become a member.
t{- Ap¢ A¢{o ¥%)¢oNgN 2.-p-N{g N2 -1) 'Nqg{gp-{ 2 I{{f
{0 ) {a) {A 1) of? 0¢f-N ¢f-¢epf 2 1{{f® Nalpeg)" )¢) b
"NOoA)¢)q- apb-N{gpfN-N)& Nqg )p I fpN2) BapfNoooNYN )t
asked that their children be placed somewhere else, because they thought
that such a large number of children with foreign backgrounds might be
damaging for them!Moreover, representatives of educational institutions
a.p-)" <Ilp- NA fpaa)a |p" a; | p INBI Y)UNPAPB)g{A Y
o{-1)¢ -{gB¢)2 N- U{¢f" ) of{¢) "No ¢f- A{¢F{#)o -{ f)
tunately, a group of parents, mostly white Italians, created a coramit
and rejected the allegations. Instead, they started organizing events aimed
at valuing cultural diversity. Since then, the school has become a model for
many parts of society and for various institutions and now has a waiting list

Decoding Public Memory

Black knowledge is essential to decoding symbols, memory, and celebratory
0{g¢0)g-2 UIN I N2 {-1)¢UN2) p "NO ¢f-qVef{)a) «q -I
pe) 2-¢))-2 pa" ¢Nf"NqgB? gpo)" pu-)¢ d&poc{iN& {¢N p
countries. Many are in honor of the South African leader Nelson Mandela,

°©° 6® Ah hy g* *£y .£| O « , fGE£Q*EPOFYCQgE|T+RF £Q *£ Z
J,, « YYY Og«A««O#OVEO| r*, r*YA|gWAQY #Qfr* *£GE+e+£e| Z E+
rO*£0+* |+ *£ J*+J|+£0 08y, |+pO|+yCgO| «Z" e
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¢ I p b fN ¢p¢a Ng ;{o) <q -I) {-1)¢ Ipm™-¢))¢) pa) Ip¢"fe
op¢c)e¢a ")"N p-)" -{ pga {A -I) fp c S-pfNBgN Upgl1pU) Yip
¢{f) Ng IN2-{¢a ®¢c | B¢¢)2 Ng f¢") "{ofdN@G)fpg")ffN {¢
sie in Asmara, Eritrea in 1886. He was adopted by an Italian general, hence
his name, who brought him to Italy where he attended the military academy.
N) ) bo) b bY-bNg -1)g p INBIfa ") {¢p-)"aBpq)epf "¢ ¢N
*q) bag" 1) N2 {g2N")¢)" -1) ¢2. fp c YNfNpNHgIMEC{Y)Dq
{¢a )gq -1)¢) Na f)aapqg"¢{ ®NgNBpBfNg d)IVU 3dq"{A p UIN
ag-INp alN-) pg A¢N pg o)¢N pg U{opqg {&i)"po) -{ S-pf
as a waitress for a family from Saint Louis. Sinigaglia joined the Communist
Ep¢-a& Ng «7'« UIN I Up2 {qg2N")¢)" pbg NJf)Bpj {MBpaNip-!
went to Spain to participate in the anti-fascist resistance against the dictato
Francisco Franco, but was eventually exiled in France. He came back to Italy
{ DfY 1) ¢)2N2-pg ) o{U)o)q- ¢+ Ng «"“*-#)NbhppENff)" a
ambush. )¢) N2 p Yfpij¢) p- 1) aN-) {A IN2 )a) ¢-N{g Nqg Ff
other recognition of his contribution.
10)q )A{¢) «7«+ -1)¢) N2 )UN")q ) {A -1)g¥E)x?)ig ) {A fp
as St. Benedict, who is considered the protector of the city of Palermo, Sicily.
®- )gq)"N - Up?® {¢q Nqg *«"'*“ Ng ®pg Fe¢p-)fANgbaopff -{Uc
and although he was the son of two enslaved Africans, he was granted free
dom from birth. However, he still had to provide for himself, so he became
p {U ¢))")¢ al)g 1) Up2 ‘s 1) o) p I)¢oN- pp" ") N")" -{
friary and lead a humble life, entirely dedicated to prayers and charity. He
N2 ¢)o)o )¢)" pa p U)ca B{{" p"UN2a{¢ £){WPeUTH A {o) A
S-pfa -{ pac A{¢ IN2 I)fY pqg" of{¢pf 2, YBH)Y" 2Yi¢)p"IN2 ")p-I
)U)g )a{q" S-pfNpg {¢")¢® Ng «—-+-0)) PPFPNa- Npffa V¢
1) N{fa ®)) ) {oNgB 1) ¢2. fp c @8pNg:- Ng IN2-{¢a
q{-1)¢ NoY{¢-pg- B¢¢) UI{ N2 {U-)g "Na¢3BpPN2)" Nq S-
Alessandro de’ Medici, known as Il Moro (the Moor), a pej@atame given
to Black people at the time as mentioned in previous chapters. In school
{{ca Y¢YNfa {i-)g ¢)p" p {¢- 1) r)"N Nc{APNIN)8{2- V{L
¢efNgB 1) "¢ 1a {A Ff{¢)q ) "¢¢NqgB -1) NppfRa2pg ) -1)a
N ¢)" o -1) ¢2 )AaY)"N-N{g® -{ ®{¢-1 BEN{R Ng -I) "
ever, the story of Alessandro is very rarely told. He is believed to have been

» 6'|rr* * AlpOrO #*ggy '*«O«, *riy dAyd«y ¥ L |E® EVOYYY Ty Oy 7
O, #|rr*+*+A|pOr0O “Ze+ yg*k«yr#£|+«0OroOCyCgOy
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the son of Giulio de’ Medici, who became pope, and a Black woman who was
serving the family. He grew up in the court of Pope Leo X and became the

¢2. "¢c) {A Ff{¢)g ) pg" -1) ¢2.- fpc ¢)B)d YNG /¢¢{Y
¢pN- pg ) A{eq” Ng -1) Ao IN r¢g2)¢eo Na)RPE)g ) NI
more popular, thanks to a short movie produced by the Black Italian director
'bYlg) 'N Nqg-{ Ng ‘=« #%{q"{ '='*$

¢a. aNBIl- -IN2 fp ¢ {A o)o{¢Npf aad UN-[¢s1) ) p?

fact that the presence of Black Italians is not generally known by the public,
but on closer examination it becomes clear that this selective amnesia is part
{A b 2a2-)oN ")gNpf {A -1) fp c Y¢)?)q )-NaN®¥pfa N2
of their acts, while symbols commemorating the colonization of Africa can be
found everywhere in Rome. For example, similar to the case in Berlin, there
is a quarter located in the northeast part of the city commonly known as the
9 ACN pg ¥¢pe-)e: ) pe®) 1) 2-¢)) -2 peg BrPipog ™ {d )
{aN)2 BNpf) hN Np RBNpf) /-N{YNp RBNPpN{®NDPpfNp #h
nue, Somalia Avenue). However, under the signs indicatinghémee of these
streets, no additional description can be found to explain what happened in
1{2) )¢eN-{¢N)2 pg" Ula -1) 2-¢))-2 U)e) ")"N p-)" -{ -I{

Another marker of the country’s colonial past stood in Piazza di Porta
bY)gp A{¢ ") p"®*)f) 'ON” (Axyro obelisk) was stolen from
[-IN{YNpP pg" ¢{¢Bl- -{ i{o) & )gN-{ r¢c2{fSIpNNpq «~" -
{ ¢Yp-N{g {A 1) /p2- ACN pg gp-N{q ¥Ypi)'qUy-NBl)q o)
ing about 150 tons, the obelisk can be traced back to a period between the 1st
pbg" 1) “-1 )g-¢¢a ' s-pfa)e) )" 1) 2 )f)gaNOj¥ ¢p-)
apeca {A 1) rpe¢ I {q ({o) p? b Bf{¢N p-N{qg {ANI§):1)g 9¢
#®peq)ffN ‘eee$ ) S-pfNpqg? I1p" f{ p-J" ¢Paf y{max" Ng
N- -{ -1) Y{¢- {A rp22pUp “e« cNf{o)-)¢® pPpN{pa¢{o N
to load it on a ship bound for Naples. It was an unprecedented two-month
¢q")¢-pcNgB - 1) )g" {A a{ef" ap¢ %U{) 3{x ¢ )f{®c )
a diplomatic dispute that divided Italy and Ethiopia. Addis Ababa asked for
the return of assets stolen by the Fascist regime, and among thetigsori
of the treaty signed between the two countries was the repatriation of the
{ )TN2c Sqg "« 1) oNgN2-¢& {A A{C)NBqg poApN¢2 ") I
court of Emperor Haile Selassie, but he never managed to retrieveoligpr

fa "¢) -{ 1) INBI aINYYNgB {2. N¢-& apped)gp-)¢ pt
")Y{2)" /-IN{YNp pBpNg ¢)j¢)2-)" N-2 ¢)-Qrm ¢cPfbdq¢o)
)a:- b c -{ /-IN{YNp Nqg ‘<" pu-)¢ f{qB pqg*)dpp¢c¢pa?N
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has been replaced by a memorial to the victims of the September 11 terrorist
attacks (ibid.).
) Fp2 N2. .)g")g & -{ "N :p-) Y¢ fN o)o{¢ca a.Nff {q-N
Sq ‘**— RBNE¢BNgNp |pBBN 1) ¢2a. A)opf) Wph{¢ {A |{0)
motion approved by the national parliament to dedicate a street to Giorgio
Almirante, one of the main members of the Fascist party. Although Italy has
a law that criminalizes acts of Fascist apology or celebratids viery com
mon for right-wing parties to evoke members of the former Fascist regime,
{ Ye¢pN?2) -1)N¢ p -N{q? pg" -{ I{q{¢ -1)N¢qg {ay&N ¢ -N{q -{
fore, the approval of this motion should not be so surprising; however, it
raised indignation, especially from the Jewish community.
@b {g?)i¢)g ) Ng ®)Y-)o )¢ ‘e«” UN-I pWfe{Upf Ac¢{o

1) opa{¢ ¢)gpo)" -1¢)) a.¢))-a -1p- U)¢) AT AN®fa -N-f)" |
BNp ¢-¢¢{ '{apBBN{ ) po) BNp rp¢N{ pe¢ApEp Yp22NgB
1) N{f{BN2- UI{ )"N-)" 1) «7>— Fp2 N2 NppNA)A{ {A {p )
Italian forensic medicine, who is remembered as one of the very few Italian
university professors who refused the oath of allegiance to Fascism. Largo

¢-¢c¢{ '{apBBN{ Up2 ¢)gpo)" hpeB{ t)ffpar{®)pleh pi-)¢ -
physicist at the famous Physics Institute in Rome, who was banned from the
b p")oN U{e¢f" ) pg?) 21) Up2 d)UN2I Fifmp pf@GN AN /"{p¢"

lbaB)" -{ BNp /qg¢N p pfp ¢)2N Nqg I{g{¢pgA }t){S-pfNpqg |
mologist of Jewish origin who killed herself in order to avoid deportation.
However, none of them were subsequently dedicated to Black Italians.

Meanwhile, of the few memorials to Black Italians, one important

accomplishment for the antiracist and decolonial Italian movement, can be
Ype¢-fa p--¢N ¢-)" -{ -1) ¢N2) {A hr ) gmo)o{h 1) o) -¢{ ?
Aradam-Ipponio (which has been under construction since 2013), was ini
tially taken from a nearby street and refers to a small mountain in Ethiopia
where, during Italian colonialism, Fascist soldiers killed 20,000 peoising
mustard gas, a toxic substance that was forbidden by the Geneva convention.
Due to this incident, the name of the street had been questionechémy
ayped ¢ q{ {q ¢)-) pgaU)¢ Up2a BNU)g =< -1 qNBI- {A
group of activists called Rete Restiamo Umani, who are mostly white Italians,
U)a- -{ -1) a)p¢ & BNp ")ff< o p ¢p"po pgefepd>N-¢-)" 1)
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NgB N- pi-)¢ G){¢B) Ff{a" pg" )Nfpf)9aup=4pe=.a)p¢ . {
Ya¢ gNa@NpPpg NooNBCpqg: UI{ "N)" Nqg £{¢-{ /o¥)IN{ f) {q r
desperately swam across the Mediterranean, trying to reach land. He had
)2 pY)" Ac{o A{¢ )" {a a)o)a- {a b 9i¢chtdNBNGX PANY:
U)e) c)Y- a B{U)¢qgo)q- opg"p-) A{¢ -U{ UY)e?{pi-)¢ -
{UN".«" .¢pg2bNaaN{q
) 2po) Be¢{¢cY -1)g U)g: -{ 1) N-& )g-)¢ pq" -1¢)U ¢

bust of Italian colonialist Antonio Baldissera that stands on the Pincio ter
¢p ) Ul)¢) opga f{ pf2 pg" -{¢¢N=2-2 {U-)g B{f¢-*{ p"oN¢
ing to the activists, throwing red paint on the bust was done to symbolically
reject the celebration of colonial history that is consideredigls for one
side but undoubtedly tragic for the other, and, most importantly, to inter
rupt a history that memorializes white supremacy. A panel was added on the
Upff UN-1 -1) A{ff{UNQB i¢{-) 9t{ 2-¢))- pqg I1pU) 1) g

aN-1 a;YVY{¢- A¢{o {-1 -1) hr o{U)o)g- {A !Ndgpg" -I)
NIBI (Neri Italiani/Black Italians), journalist Massimiliano €oia launched
b Y)-N:-N{qg p""¢)aa)" -{ 1) opa{¢ ¢)i¢c)*aBaBA-+)){o N
metro station Amba Aradam-Ipponio and for it to be dedicated to Giorgio
Marincola. Marincola was the son of a white Italian man and a Somalian
woman, Aschird Hassan. Although during Fascism white Italian men were
discouraged from legitimately recognizing their children with Black veym
Marincola’s father accepted his son and, without the consent of their mother
brought him and his sister Isabella to Italy. Marincola should be remem
bered especially for his courage and loyalty to the resistance movement — the
Partigiani + -I1p- A{¢Bl- pBpNg?2- 1) tpiN2 "#ENgB a{¢f" ap

Many organizations and intellectuals signed the petition, including
Roberto Saviano, a Neapolitan journalist famous for his counagkenoune

NgB 1) rp b pg" {-1)¢ {¢¢¢Y- 2a2.)o2 1) NqUje-N&p-)"
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supporter was the writer Antar Marincola, the son of Isabella and nephew of
GN{¢BN{ rp¢Nqg {fp UI{ Ip" Ye¢)UN{safaNgEp {opy" UN-I 3
ltalian colonialism®> ) Y)-N-N{q { -pNqg)" o{¢) -1pg ‘ ee¢ @8NBqgp: ¢
only a few days and, although it was initially rejected by tte lmunicipality,
1) opa{¢ ¢{¢BI- 1) o{-N{g -{ -I) p--)a-N{dNA -igpfaa {cq I
pYYe{U)" N- {q ¢B¢2- * ‘efe WU{ &)pe¢? }pe¢ffN)¢o Ng ®)Y:)
memorate his birthday,
a plaque dedicated
to Giorgio Marincola
had been placed in
Piazza Enrico Cosenz,
in the neighborhood
of Casal Bertone, on
the building where he
used to live in Rome.
) )f) ¢p-N{g Up?
independently  orga
nized and promoted
by ANPI (Associazione
Nazionale Partigiani
d’ltalia), not by the
local municipality. So
far, it is the only visible
marker in Rome.
) ofq-l pda-)¢

the council’'s approval
of the station's renaMm FocAg* * 2 £gy¢A* J|r|[£0rC GO|ECO| ry£0Tr |gy
ing, and just three al|E£g# ay£ %Y| £*«O«, yr * E£J| |CEYy J fYyriy rA«
o{g-12 pu-)e GHYes

Ff{a"<2 0¢¢")¢ aNffa r{g-)N¢{ '¢p¢-) pB)" Y& «Up?2 cNff)"
‘e's pi-)¢ Ng-)¢U)gNgB Ul)g p Be¢{¢cY {A A{N2UIN-) a{¢q
friend in Colleferro, a small town on the outskirts of Rome. It is interesting
to note that, while covering the news of his death, the media failed to+ecog

qNi) "¢b¢-) b2 b fp c S-pfNpg rpga ¢)A)ee)pq:{{iNo p? -I)

HYT &aA rOrC O« yr yr|rap|A« |gg* ,O0U* pB S jirg Oy B |a A4 rij.g O « | «
J,, « Apy | *r« £** py BE O, py cUOWUY+i*EYO ‘eeer”



172

Kwanza Musi Dos Santos

the “foreigner,” although he held Italian citizenship and was horRome.
) ApoNfa {A -U{ {A -1) UIN-) pBB¢)23{¢2p'g) Nmo)N 9!N
Bepa- : #'N )a)")--{r{a-p NgN ‘=8 N2 Ny )4} {0-)
idea that a Black person cannot be Italian, for Italians are (only) white.

%“UO{ U))c2 fp-)¢ Ye{-)2-2 -{{c Yfp ) NqfNGYBcp{e¢S pf
9d¢2a-N ) A{¢ aNffa: pqg" ¢) fpNoNgB -1)chy NUN2R{¢
the link with the brutality of George Floyd’s murder and racism was unde
niable. However, Duarte’s family asked that his death not be associated with
¢p N2o Sq p Fp ) {{c Y{?- -l1)a )aYfpNqg)"

a* ,J* BypOga Y|Ag# gOd* ,J*«* #*p|rRg£)|@|r« r]
| .ygd ¥y |A, £y O«p BY« O«p |£ UYEQIA*Pry£ O*«
Yr# |r«O#*E£ #** g4 YE£|rC B**gOrC« «A JOp«|BY O«j
ArYYEEYr, *# £A*g,a yr# B*£| 0,8 YJO J Jyx r| |g
BypOga ,JOrd *U*E£&|r* O« ,J* «yp* t] |#8& Iy« .| #C

In the following months, many initiatives were dedicated to Duarte’s mem

ory, including a scholarship at the University of International Studies in

1{0) A{¢ b 2-¢")g- A¢{o DpY) R)¢") q" {q «agfN)¢ = ‘o
ipality of Rome accepted a motion presented by many associatioresrte n

p fN--f) Bp¢")q pl-)¢ "¢p¢-) -IN? N2 f{ p-JENNq pl) p¢
q)NBI {¢I{{" q{- Ap¢ Ac¢{o !{op U)CoNgN )qg-¢pf ¢pNfU

QuestaéRoma: This Is Rome

Historically, most organizations of immigrants and People of Color inyltal

pe¢) pb2)" {q -1) )-1aN N-a {¢ qgp-N{gqpfNag&-pA )I)N¢ o)o
Association of Cameroonians or the Association of Filipinos, whiclogier

pffa {¢BpgNi) ¢f-¢¢pf)U)g-2 Ype¢-NQR-Npd* BhAN® Nq
support to newcomers from their countries. Unlike France’s assimitatio

aga.)o {¢ -1) Af<@ 0 f-N ¢f-¢¢pfNao S-pfd)BepgNdye 1
o{")f -1p- Up?® Yfpaq)" pg" NoYf)o)q-)" & 1) ®{0)¢qo)
pe¢) af 2Y) N pe)p® UI)e) Y{Ycfp-N{qg? HA-*{p{®) pbq" |

deliberately concentrated; however, the industries and commercib raf

M- YaEVYr«gy,*# BE|p S,ygOyr
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northern Italy have attracted many people. In addition, because the current
)g2e® "{)2 qf{- Ng f¢") )N-1)¢ ¢p ) {¢-)-{gNfN-fp -NI{N2 "No
many Black people live in Italy. In fact, once they acquire citizenship, Black
Italians all fall under the category of “ltalian citizens.”
¥¢)2-p8i{op # N2 S2 {{0)$ N2 pqg p22{ Np-N{4 -1p- Up?® A{
2013. Its name draws on the romanticized idea of Ancient Rome, as a cross
roads between various worlds and cultures. It represents the heterogeneous
plurality of the so-called “second generatiéh” or, as they prefer to call
themselves, “Italians of foreign background.” In fact, out & t5 million
immigrants currently residing in Italy, half of them — i.e., m®than 2 m#
lion — are white (for example, from Romania, Albania, and Ukraine). So not
every Person of Color has the status of immigrant and not every immigrant
(or their child) is a Person of Color. However, during the last éamsy when
the media talk about immigrants or immigration, they mostly use images of
Black people, even though they represent a minority demographitally.
QuestaéRoma started its activity at a time when it seemed likely the
¢)A{¢o {A -1) N-Ni)g2INY fpU U{¢f" 2a{{g ) NoVYf)o)g-)"
wing party had won the elections and had gained a majority of seats in the
Italian parliament. Hence, the organization’s primary focus was on the
social and political citizenship of young people of “foreign backgroumd” i
{em)e -{ 3) ¢¢) -1)N¢ p -NU) pg" {q2IN{Y Y{FNeN pf Ype-
rent law claims that a child born and raised in Italy by two foreign parents
must stay in the country uninterruptedly for 18 years in order to be eligible
{ ¢)i¢)2- S-pfNpag N-Ni)g2INY )& oc2-p@agheipa)i¢c)2: U
pay for it. If a child was not born in Italy, but came to the country at an early
age with their foreign parents, they need to prove uninterrupted residence
for ten years and present numerous documents, including a clear criminal
record from their parents’ country of origin (translated into Italian), iner
{ pYYfa A{¢ N-Ni)g2INY 0-)¢ )p | ¢)j¢)eN{d) @&NgN2a.)¢
law, can take up to 36 months to respond. Requests can also be rejected for
trivial reasons, without the fee being reimbursed.
Since 2005, activists had been trying to move beyond this concept of cit
izenship, which is ambiguous. In fact, although the currenizgnship law

H, a* «O,* |[B I *«GZWYY «* |[r#*C*r*£yiO|rO O, y |A,
ut 6Sg U*E| |r,£0 A,| #*CgO OppPEEYr,|T YK, E¢Z @YY #*g £0g O
YyCO O, By ,+ J* dOrC OppOCEY/AE +OQEO+YgO Y+ """ " r*Y «
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can be considered the main tool of institutional racism, racist policies an
attitudes can be found at many other levels of society too. As a consequence,
a Person of Color who, for example, was born lItalian, inheriting citizenship
Ac¢{o {q) {A -I)N¢ Ype¢)g-2 U{cf" a-Nff IpANgH ppgf UN
everyday racism. At the same time, children of white immigrants can also
)g {¢a-)¢ f)Bpf "No ¢f-N)2 pg" "N2 ¢NoNgp-HNdy ) pbe
S:-pfNpg N-Ni)g2INY {¢ ) pc?) -1)N¢ ppfguBy2 N -Rpfr
consider the diversity of what it means to be Italian.
Yaf -p cf) -1)2) N2ag)a ¥¢)2.pgi{op Up? )2-p fN2I)"
Italian activists and artists of color — some with Italian citizenship, gom
without. Half of the board is composed of People of African &ds@AD).
) o)o )¢2 ¢)pfNI)" -1p- {{o) fp c)" bqg {¢BpdNphH-N{q -I
with rights in “silos” — for instance, women dealt only with gender equality,
hG %%¥ o Y){Yf) UN-I I{o{YI{ Np fp c2 UNSHappNao pc
they strongly believe in the principle of intersectionality — namely, that a
single person can be the bearer of multiple characteristics améftire sub
) - { "NoA)¢)qg- 2{ Npf pg" 2a2-)oN {¥YMeypdY{dvo)lp- {
Furthermore, it is not necessary to be part of a socially marginalized group
Ng {¢")¢ -{ BIl- pBpNqg?2:- 1) "N2 ¢NoNpdh )R{pa2IN- Be&{¢
NoY{¢-pg- -{ {o pb- pff Ng ¢a-N)2)0)g NA -1)a "{ q{- b
At the same time, it is key to avoid paternalism, political exploitation,
{c)aN?0 pqg" -¢NUNpPfNip-N{q )¢)A{¢) My9?-pi§i{ob b
many young people who need to overcome the obstacles that preaeemt t
At{o YpC¢-N NYp-NgB Ng ") N2N{g.opciyg ¥¢J )RQ3j2 «q
of the association is to bring politics closer to young people, and yourg peo
Yf) f{a)e¢ -{ Y{fN-N 2 aNqg ) -1)a p¢) {G)xga NaNSF&aN{c
goal is to create new social and safe spaces, preferably in irfoontexts
—and also to promote arts and culture as tools of interaction that encourage
{ff) "NUN-& pg" 1) )& IpgB) {A )aY)etN)q )2 9-0))q -I{
Ngp-N{g ")2YN:) -I)N¢ "NOA)CNQgB f)Bpf pgq"” ApoNféa 2l
Sq ‘e {a) {A -1) ¢2.)0)q-2 {¢BpgNi)" & ¥¢)2-p8i{c
debate that involved youth leaders of all parties. It was designed to enable
‘o { "N2 ¢2a -1)N¢ N")p2 p {¢- af¢e 1 Y{M'N)p ¢pw®)) N
{YY{¢-cqN-a A{¢ a{cqB Y){Yf) {A "NOA)NGg) -p)&Bp{yq"?
ence of politics and to understand that voting is not the only way to be actively
involved. A particular commitment is to education; at a programmatic level,
QuestaeRoma is working to increase the number of teachers and other pro
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fessionals with a “foreign background” and to change the curriculum so that,
for example, the history of Italian colonialism is included and the weekiy civ
education hour, which is compulsory in all schools, is used to increaseukalog

FOCAE* “ o ¥A*« y9!|py9« yp YOCr YyCYQr«BEW OEQPrB*y AE*# §
£*] g* |B |gl|E

*q) a)p¢ fp-)¢ ¥¢)2-p8i{op {¢BpgNi)" N-2ac¢BNVe¢{-)2- Ng
BLM, in response to what was happening in Ferguson (USA) and created one

{A 1) ¢ poYpNBqg? pBpNg?- ¢p N0 #S-[pffNtpa {$fqaAq {f{
a Color). It included a public call to participate in a photoshoot in Piazza del

E{Y{f{ -1p- U{¢f" -1)q B)g)¢p:) b -¢pU)FNgBIJ&I'N N-N{q )
the participants with traces of white paint on their faces, captioned with

Ye{U{ p-NU) Yiepa)a as | p2 9 pg S U{:) q{fUpqg" 9 bg S
r{¢) -1pqg *s« Y){Yf) p--)g")" )& A)f- )oY{U)@)Tha 1) NoYp
on passers-by, who were intrigued by seeing such a large gathering afistalia

{A {f{¢ F{¢ 2{o) Y){Yf) N- Up2 -1) ¢2. -N9) -&)p Ipb" ))q )

fp c YI{-{B¢pYI)¢ pef{* h{¢p ¥%{op {* pepWNI-{)mdbg )" -1)N
gave value to their skin color.

Sq ‘¢'+ 1) Y¢{oNqg)g ) {A hr ¢)gq)U)" -1) Bj* pBpNg?- 23

structural racism and Afrophobia and led to the creation of a video series
called Fading’ Which was promoted under the hashtag #prendiamolaparola.
QuestaéRoma was involved in the series and supported the collective aim to

"Ja{éeaq ) 1) J)OA) -2 pbag" pe®)d {A 2-¢¢ ) OPpF)ENNF0 Ng S-
are now being used to raise awareness and to create workshops promoting
antiracism in schools all over the country. Following this paign, in April
2021 a group of antiracist organizations and independent activists from

HO 6F 'StG  E£*r#0yplgy VE|gY7 « EFY Y E|AEX < |p ¥y, J UpUanRr
degaAdzZC ,pe«
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all over ltaly sent a public letter to RAI (the national public broadcasting
channel), challenging the media’s repeated use of racial slurs and Blackface
"¢¢NgB 2)U)epf B 21{0U2 Ag")¢ -1) gpo)a{s -)po N)| ¢
a successful mass mailing to all representatives and employeesbla¢ pu
)f)UN2N{g Sq ‘1) f)--)¢ -1)a ¢ofa {q")p&ANq® Ad¢ Ng
more respect toward minorities as well as for more representation (Hughes

‘e'e$ ) A{ff{UNQgB a)p¢ -1) %R Ipqgq)fap NPONaR{y2")"
called Rai per il Sociale, launched a call inviting all organizations dealing

UN-I pbg-N¢p N2o -{ ¢)p-) b Y)¢opbqg)g- {qg2{fN¥PgB {o«
tions on who will participate are still ongoing.

) ¢))a-fa A{cq")" {¢BpaNip-N{g? pg" -E)H N§BN-N)
pbe¢) Y¢o--NgB Ye)2ag¢e) {g {0 Npf2 -{ p'Pe)r31} 2pog -¢¢h
time, they are educating the public about the country’s history as well as
its current treatment of immigrants and People of Color. It is important to
note that the changes taking place are thanks to a resistancevith&eep
expanding into the future.
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Chapter 8
Black Warsaw

James Omolo and Natasha A. Kelly

Being a conservative white homogeneous society, Poland astatese mur
der of George Floyd with increasing incidents of intolerance toward People of
African Descent (PAD) and Persons of Color (PoC). Black Lives Matter (BLM)
Ye{-)2-2 Ng -1) 2-¢))-2 {A op {¢ N-N)2 a;" IEpPghp¢2pU fe¢p
highlighted the various manifestations of racism, xenophobia, intohee

ba" "N& ¢NoNgp-N{qg p- {-1 2{ N))BjfpaIpNgPron)c- NP9 &
aspect of Black life in Poland today, including unequal access to education
and employment, racial abuse and violence in public places (for example, on
public transport), restrictions of movement due to overzealous policingd, a
hate crimes, among other instances.

) op*{¢ hr Ye{-)2-2 { c¢¢)" Ng ap¢2pU {q -U{ "NOoA)¢)c

¢2. hr )U)g- UIN T Up?2 {¢BpgNi)" a p f{¢@BpgfNg.B{U)¢qc
ip-N{q #tG+$ £¢ia I{"gNp ®cn{- -{{c YbpprMNg{ac{q- {A -I
rba '« 2Na "pa2 pu-)¢ -1) Ng N")g- ) 2)c{§Tp)o{qg?-¢p-N{q
d¢a) “ pg" Up? {¢BpgNi)" & t{ d¢?-Mnond te)fwe) . £{fpq"
testers was Bianka Nwolisa, a young girl carrying a sign saying “Stop calling
me r¢ ¢ 1 & gler actions were part of a larger campaign by Black women in
E{fpqgq" -{ p""¢)22a ¢p Npf "N ¢NoNqgp-N{d #r) c)dQB pqg" %)¢
has long been used to refer to Black people in Poland and has its roots in

1) /gBfNal U{¢" 9r{{¢ : 2 p¢B¢)" Ng Ip¥-)¢t3pg'bg" “ N |
{6A)gaNU) ¢- N- N2 pfa{ ago {fN {A pI{®dN-H-3{"NJAa-1) Ul
toward Blackness in the country.

U 6 gy d hOU*« ryDetrbited m PolgiclAa Zd , ZEZ@®E "pOg* Y|£# £*««
lp ZEZE E* Z+ gy d+gOUt«+py, *£+O0r+ |gyr#
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alNf) i® ¢'grédeans “Black,”*  'ghas a disparaging social corno
p-N{g S- N2 ¢2)" -{ ¢)Yfp ) -I) t.U{¢" {f32-N22{p-1¢ {A
Y)¢ )NU)" p2 NgA)CN{¢ & {-1)¢ /¢¢{Y)pgictqgA{l§ a)2-
Black people allows them to feel better about themselves, since Black people
are considered to be inferior in every aspect. In a widely publishedlatan
Ng ‘e« NqU{fUNgB -{Y B{U)tqgo)g:- {0 MNPN@EN2)CEpf |
bo{gB {-1)¢2 F{¢)NBg rNgN2.)¢ !p"{anpU @NUO{)¢c2cN U
apN" -lIp- 1) o)g-pfN-& {A £{f)2 Ng B)g) ¢ p&rRe{xs 0 A)C N
a derogatory and racially loaded term to mean thinking “like a blédte
{g:-Ng¢)" { pff)B) -1p- £{f)2 2¢0A)¢ AcC{dA. ) )Jo{A YN
referring to the Polish—American alliance, which he described as worthless
bg" Ip¢oA¢f #eo{f{ ‘oe— —-%
Sq ‘1) 2po) a)p¢ dpqge?i f{CUNg.rNcc) UIYNB'I-£{fpqg"s
{qB¢)aa Ype-a "¢¢NQgB 1) /¢¢{Y)pg Ype¢e¢Npo)tppeta )f)
the minimum wage should be “destroyed.” He claimed that “foilion N*s”
f{a- -1)N¢ “{ 2 Ng 1) A® pa p ¢)asf {A £¢qN\yBap d{lq
Nff {q 1) oNgNo¢o UpB) Ng <"+« N) pfeg A{2)eB)" -1p
Europeans were being treated as “N*s” as a consequence of the minimum
UpB) #eo{f{ ‘ee— ——$ ) fN2. {A )apoVYf)2 B{¥® {q Sq
tice Party (PiS) MP Marek Suski was overheard in parliament referring to
Nigerian-born John Godson, then a member of Civic Platform Roldnd’s
¢a. YU)e fp c rE pa 9af{¢¢ t : #N N" $BaqtN\gdNjp)&fa .
aN-{f" apai iac{U2cN 2pN" {q qb-N{gpf2 p)l BEN)¢ qlp-
ment had shed the country’s “N* mentality” when it came to relations with
1) A® #N N" $ )2) "Na {s¢2)a ¢)p-) p ¥p¥)\Vi)fp¢ N
— or, rather, a precise image associated with the term. Even though the term
N& ¢)Bpe")" p2 {qg-)g-N{c?® A{¢ opga N-capdpNd® p "¢
versial depiction of Black people in Poland.
Even though the Black community has been outspoken about the myriad
manifestations of racism, their outcry has been muted by unfolding events.
¢) )g- )aIN N-N{q p- 1) £{fN2l ®-p-) r¢P§¢ g ApE )apo?
the insensitivity that Blacks say is part of mainstream culture. A white-Dan
ish provocateur, Uwe Max Jensen, was invited to perform during the-open
NgB {A -1) JAIN N-N{g '¢¢NgB -1) Y)¢cA{3olpqg PfpRIpU)
stripped naked, painted his body black with the help of another artist, and
"¢pBB)" INoa)fA {qg 1) 6f{{¢ pal) ¢)Y)p-)I) -1)+UdgE"2 9S
only George Floyd’'s but also Eric Garner’s last words (Gera 2021). But some
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continue to deny these realities. Polish right-wing politicians and socigl ¢
ics, for example, openly ridiculed BLM, distancing Polish reality from such
actions.

Despite the uproar about systemic injustices, most Poles were concerned

UN-I -1) ")Ap NgB {A p 2-p-¢) {A q"¢i)" “pweprié{ {qbU)q-
He—“ete—e—$ p £{fN2I B)g)etpf ¢) {BYNa)"Bd2)¢INgf-Nop-)
) teaal{ £{fNal ap¢ {A ="' F¢{o o——e -{AdxBI- Ni& N¢2ic{

1) A® Ng 1) 0)¢N pg ap¢ {A Sqg")¥)q")g ) -)*-p-¢) {AIN
Ng ap2INgB-{q ' pqg" pqg{-1)¢ {g) Ng ap¢apU -)gf)--)¢2a hr U
on both statues, an action condemned by Polish President Andrzej Duda and

other prominent political leaders, brushing over the potential legitimaty o

1) Ye{)a-a {¢ -1) Y{?2N f) fNgc )-U))q -1)N6?)fA?) pq" f{«
)y UCN-NgB Up?2 aUNiG-fa ¢)o{U)" pqg" Ye¢{-)ai)¢ca Upc¢q)" q
{6A)g?) ) {cq-¢a<@ hr o{U)o)g- I{UGP)YBqvP) g{ipa)

f{« N¢g2ic{ Up® Ng Ap - p Be¢)p: pffa -{ {t) Px2)) N) N2 {c
country’s greatest national heroes. Although unequivocallynabsl of Pal

ishness, at the same time he represented the ideals of the Enlightenment and

a, YY{¢-)" -1) U{¢cf"UN") p {fN-N{gN2a.- o{U)o)q- #ffp 'q ‘*'*$

f{« N¢gaic{ {YY{2)" 1) N"){f{Ba {A ¢p Npf a; “¢Bp -N{
supremacy. Based on his speeches and correspondence, as well as on his last
will, he was an avid abolitionist, condemning enslavement and racialiprej
dice. In one instance, for example, when he was rewarded with an enslaved
African for his military achievements, he immediately set him free. Ascor
NgB -{ )aY)¢-2 f{« N¢aic{ q{- {gfa A{¢c;BN)pgpqg-P) ¢NBI-2
Ng £{fpg" ¢- Ul)g ")pfNgB UN-1 {op? d)6)A¥py{q I) Ng?!
som and liberation of enslaved people in the USA. He was also an advocate
for the Jews worldwideB¢zezinska ‘s+—$ f{« N¢2ic{<2 f)Bp & p¢¢N)2 p
sociopolitical relevance to the BLM movement, even though this particular
aspect of history remains widely unrecognized by many Poles and appears
especially overlooked by the nation’s current political leaders.

) ")Ap NgB {A 1) f{« N¢g2ic{ 2-p-¢) {U)UBe "N" Y¢)a)
¢qN-a -{ i¢)*N{g -1) fp ¢ {A o{gco)q-® f{ BAB)E{INAl IN?
a¢ 1 pa 1) paa{ Np-) {A f{« Ng2ic{ d)pa{hbMyIL)<2hpYN) ¢
{Ug Opf)- bg" {q "pa-) 2 b fp c opg UN-IchNBYg f)pe {¢
he was nicknamed “Domingo,” a clue that he may have come from the island
{A ®pNqg-."{oNgB¢) Ng -I) pe¢N )pg N) NooNEep-)" -{ £{f
with his aptitude for languages and accounting, he became akeapler for
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a Polish nobleman. He was later at the commander’s side as he led a revolt to
try to free white serfs enslaved by feudalism. His portrait can be seen at the
£{fNal oNfN-p¢a 0¢2)¢0 Ng apcapU # {a.{q ‘*‘*$

African Immigration to Warsaw

) IN2-{¢& {A ACN pg? Ng £{fpg" N2& Ip¢RA -NedN" &
B¢p-N{q -Ip- Yfpa c)a ¢{f)2 p- Up¢N{g22})pBYB )pg"p-N
ApoNfa ¢)¢qN p-N{g 2af;0.2))cNgBpNopNBERINEg N
very few African countries, such as Somalia, Eritrea, Central African Repub
fN pqg" hN a&p FpoNfa ¢)¢sgN p-N{qg b)) -Hf2K) 2ofpdfé Nq
¢)a.¢N -N{g?2 {A -1) £{fNal B{U)¢qo)qg- pbg" AENEPFN3II )o
majority of immigration from the African continent came through educa
tional immigration, mostly under the communist regime during a period
when the country supported the anticolonial movements in Afaisa part of
1) ®{UN)- 2.¢p-)Ba #£>"INUNpPp-¢ pq" pf{BAGN Pa-$ [
students, mainly men, came to Poland through exchange programs between
Poland and socialist African countrie®uring this time, the incoming Afri
can students integrated well with the local population, becoming pioneers
{A 1) )o)¢BNgB A¢N pg {oo¢qN-a )a jNODS2pD{qB £
and apartments with them, even married white Polish women, and estab
fN21)" tGe2 YC{0o{-NqB ACN pqg ¢f-¢¢) #e0{f{ ‘ee—-9%

As a show of solidarity with some of these African states, the communist
leaders of the Polish People’s Republic promoted socialismyasittigarked
{fa b Yp-I -{ Na")Y)a")a ) )-U))g d¢fa '» pod" ¢Be?-
1{a-)" 1) "1 af{ef” F)2-NUpf {A a{s-| pag" ®)Y -2 Nq &
Up2 p--)g")" & '+ eee ")f)Bp-)2 A¢{o <" {¢q)eN)®  of
Tee "Yf)Bp-)2 A¢{0o -1)g {f{gNi)" )CE¢N-{¢NP* Wm* ACN
{¢BpgNi)" & -1) pg-N.NoY)CNpfNa. pdp"NJ¢g -{ANyd{ a{c¢cf
¢p-N ef{c-l pag Ng-)¢agp-N{agbf a{¢-b {H{l N NpgN{q"A{.
UN-1 1) pNo {A ¢qN-NgB a{¢-I A¢{o -1) pfYN)'pfaya- U N
pa" 8{ NpfN2- gp-N{q® #r "¢0 ) ‘eee "“—p2 F)NODpGA- £{f

f  Sr JGwangeds at the Gate: Black PAIGEd“! dyp*« ep|g| #| Ap*r ,« ,J* rAp
«,A#*r « BE|p #OOB*£*r, BEO Vr #|ArETtweE*kr#t «OF £fgpi«,
e EEE Or ,|,Vg
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{g-p - UN-1 fp c Y){Yf) pg" £{ pu-)¢ -1){d4y2s4L N{q {A
N2l )Y fN UIN I Ip" ))q o{¢) o¢f-N" BR®pAU{L,ENQgB a
) A)2.NUpf {0A)¢)" NopB)2 A{¢ £{fNal Y@)22£YI{-{B¢pVYIa
beyond racist stereotypes; these were showcased at the exhibition “Affo PR
curated by Polish photographer Bartosz Nowicki at the Cultural Institute of
ap¢apU Nqg ‘ee— #G¢))qINFf ‘e‘e$
However, the presence of Africans at the world festival was limited to a
few diplomats or students on scholarships. Back then, students needed to
¢)-¢¢q { -1)N¢ {¢cqg-¢N)® {A {¢NBNqg ¢Y{g0 {dYf)-NgB -I)I
statistics from this period show that the number of African graduates in the
{¢cg-¢a Ng ¢)p?a)" 2. )p"Nfa Ac¢{o "¢2- {U)& “see NN -1) +7ee?
1) «"—e2 ¢NaNgB -{ o{¢) -Ipqg —<° "¢ CNgBQql) pF{Be2q#E£>"1N
2018). It was only those who graduated at the time of the collapise BEt
fNg apff UI{ Ip" -1) {YY{¢ - ¢qN-& {A 2)md\'qBab FN@)FNI{{" N
#eo{f{ ‘ee—-%
Despite the small number of Africans who settled in Poland, Black peo
ple have become a permanent feature of Polish reality. In large cities, seeing
PAD is no longer considered exceptional, although they are by no means a
{oo{q 2NBI- {g-)oY{¢pcta B¢ ¢)2 2a; | pagadpdp2a{¢ fNffN
a former member of the Polish parliament who came to Poland during com
munism as a student, demonstrate the progress made by Africankel
country. Professor Munyama stands out even though he is a Polish citizen.
*q) {A -1) {cqg-¢a<® ACN pg Y{fN-N pf ¥p@NqgB; dNagpop Ip
E{fpa" A{¢ pfo{®. “« &a)p¢® N) N2 pqg ) {q{oN=-Up@g" p p")oN
served as a local government councilor in Grodzisk (2002—-6) and as regional
councilor in the province of Greater Poland (2007-10). He wasaahember
of parliament from 2011 to 2021, and he sat on several committees, such as
Y¢ fN gpg ) pg" -1) A{¢)NBqg poApN¢a JodNg-drajcqgapop
2021 to take a job in Brussels as an envoy at the European levelAdndalJ
relations.
Still, the political landscape in Poland, as in other countries in Europe,
has contributed to the negative image of immigrants, characterizing them
p2 p Y¢{ f)o pg" b ¢Nac -{ £{fN?2l ¢f-4¢) MNFBIPgB)q)¢h-)
attacks on PAD and panic among these distressed communitiegrang@s.
aN-1{¢- "{¢ - 1) ¢¢¢)g- B{U)¢tqo)qg- + pNANBb:IUNgB {q?)¢
B{U)¢tqgo)g:- + f)BN-NoNi)2 gp-N{qpfN2-N -p)gbsep2a Na. B¢{,
rooming of these groups across the country, political discourse and tinera
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openly embrace and express hate speech and propagate negative, -prejudi
Npf pg" 2-)¢){-aYN pf NgA{¢op -N{q p*{{A Hf{bqg"){-1)¢
intolerant discourse is facilitated by the use of social media and a variety
{A Ng-)¢qg)- @N-)2 pqg" Y{¢-pfa -Ip- Apqg -1))&bp)? {A |
p ¢{a2 pff 2) -{¢a {A 2{ N)-& #eo{f{ ‘*'$
For Mamadou Diouf, a Senegalese journalist and cofounder of the Afryka

q{-1)¢ apa A{¢d™BIN{p® fNU)" Nqg £{fpq" @Nq ) «"—" {
Ype- {A fNA) A{¢ fp c Y){Yf) Nq -I) {o& -®& -{p¢?) {/
monplace, he says, describing how the words “bamboo” and “asjpinalt”
widely used when referring to Blacks. As a young student he recalls that he
and others had to take an AIDS test although Polish students did not. And
in 2015 he heard talk circulating about viruses and bacteria crossing the
r"N-)ee¢pqg)pg Ng 1) {"N)2 {A ¢)A¢B))* #GN{AWpracN
published a book on Africans in the city, tittedh ¢ N p Nq ap¢apU ) NN
{A 1) AC¢N pg 'Np2Y{c¢pinghichhehighlighted BlAtkwyar

e{ ¢Be¢®- ¢{Uq)<® 2-{¢a # { ) "N c2dN2fp* @S {B{"p
about life in Poland for Africans. He says that Poland is now home and that
you do not need the permission of locals to feel that way (ibid.).

Meanwhile, data on Black people living in Poland is for the most part
¢apUpNfp f) ) {qfa )AN2-NgB NgA{¢opNRKMJ N& -(ff) -)
{6 ) {A A{¢)NBqg pOApN¢a ) Y¢Nop¢a P{judrNppRTf-I)
able based on country of birth, but not on acquired citizenship or naturaliza
‘N{g ) Y{Ycfp-N{g {A 1) ACN pg "NHFNGEMN{c-¢)fNU
A{¢) -)q-p-NU) +0 Npf 2-p-N2.N 2 peNapEXTh{@" AEN b
they do not include persons of the second or third generation who were born
Ng £{fpg" S- N2 )2.-Nop-)" -Ip- -1)¢) p¢) ACH)pm> No p
the country. Yet, the size and geographical distributioriref African dias
Y{¢p ba"” 1) Y{Yifp-N{q {A Ng"NUN"pf p¢ppeNpleq pf2
"NpaY{¢cp N2 ayY¢c)p" p ¢{22 1) {¢q-¢& BACRON)Fpff) UNT
opNg pe¢)pa {A ¢)2N")q ) p¢) 1) 0) ¢{Y{fNa)GFpfA apc¢2p
ql"i pg" G"pr2c Ul)e) -1)¢) pe) )--)¢ "DheyNEB N
potential.

Unlike other countries in Europe, Poland does not have a well-structured
Y¢ fN 1{¢2NgB 2a2.-)o )¢)A{¢) p op {¢N-a {A fp c Y)

6FAr#y ay 5 BE£Amh{ L8k Aouméation Euramed « Y Y Y §yrrygOr#JB|A
#9 . O|r |EC p*p *£« BAr#y ay+yBE£&ady+0ry i*a
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the private housing sector with no particular area of concentration for the
Black community. Similarly, data on the level of education of PAD in Poland
"{)2 q{- )aN=a. )e¢) N2 1{U)0)¢ 2{o) NqAJk{opeN{®)Bg ACN
istered at education institutions in Poland. African embassies havesstat
for their respective citizens who register with them, but unfortunately many
Africans do not register at their embassies at all. Most of the students enroll
Ng £{fN2] fpgB¢pB) 2 1{{f2 A{¢ {q) a)p¢fNAI - LG NINEI -1)a
sities. Fields of study vary from journalism, law, economics, and business to
social sciences, natural sciences, engineering, medicine, and healtltssjen
among other subjects.
Churches play a central role in the lives of PAD in Poland. Church com
munities are among the few Black institutions in the country with robust
Atpo)U{¢c? ) "N2-¢N ¢ N{q {A £ ' Nqg £{fNgd N> p{{q ")a{o
cq{Uqg Y¢) Na)fa I1{U)U)¢ Nqg op {¢ NUN)A) )BIFNpffa Ng
bag 1¢¢ 1 d)I{UpI<® aN-q)22)2 pqg" ®)U)qk).opaNg" U)q-N2.2
l¢¢ 1)2 YE{UN"NgB 2YNE¢N-¢pf {aqq) -NfX{ H gaoN)bqg? )¢)
of churches led by Africans, such as the Redeemed Christian Church of God
pba" SopB{ )N rNgN2-¢N)2 po{gB {-1)¢2 §2p Yilg ))2 p¢) q:
of worship; they also engage in social and cultural activities that connect
them with the local community. In addition to their religious functions, reli
gious leaders provide social, psychological, and moral support in the-every
day lives of their members.

Honoring Two Africans for the Warsaw Uprising

Black Poles had not been considered prominent heroes of national history
until summer 2020, when Polish and international media picked up ane cov
ered the stories of J6zef Sam Sandi and August Agboola “Ali” Browne, two

A¢N pg?2 UI{ Yfpa)" aNBgN pqg- ¢{f)2 Ng U) ApeBpU AY¢N?2
the two memorials honoring these men are not just commemorative sites of
their involvement, but also symbols that encourage the Black community to
A))f b 2)a®) {A gpb-N{gpf Y¢N") pg" -INBgNppgl)fad fq-¢N ¢
Black Polish identity.

) ¢3. p e " 0):)C.INBI o{q¢0)q- N2 -1) GpNyfINf" {A dp

the director of the Freedom and Peace Movement Foundation. It was unveiled

a 1) ap¢apU opa{¢ !pApn YUcipac{U2cN Nqg{¢pB)y22. ‘e~ pq"
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¢Be?- B {{fp ¢{Uq) #e—""++"—+8 - 1) Hdp UpN)f 2|
a reminder that Poland has a tradition of granting citizenship and nationa
rights to anyone willing to shed their blood for the country.) -¢N ¢ -) -{ -1)
legendary Black insurgent stands at the intersection of Chmielna and Zlota
streets in the Polish capital, where the Nigerian-born jazz musicidtheske

UN-1 IN2 ApoNfa )A{¢) ) {oNgB p 2{f*"\)C)NgG2"F) S.:
Ng2 ¢NY-N{g Ng {-1 £{fNal pg" /gBfN?2]

Sr J|r|£ |B ACA« Or* C ||gy E£|Yr* t|p«O OAr£E*
yr# VYE£,0 O yr, Or J* ayE£«yY A £O0W@rQy|8 ,BE£O ¥
|Ar £a J* J|«* | gOU* Or

¢{Uq) p¢¢NU)"- Ng ap¢
2pU Ng 7t pu-)e p 2}
in London and the free
city of Danzig, where he
had played drums in local
clubs. Although his mar
riage failed, Browne had
arranged for his two sons
and their mother to seek
refuge in England at the
outbreak of the war while
he remained in Poland to
Bl- A{¢ -I) ¢)aN2a-pq )
His second daughter from
his second marriage, his
only surviving child in
¢N-pNg Up?2 {¢qg Nq
and brought up in London,
Ul)ye) ¢{Uqg) "N)" Nqg " —
FOCAE* " » gye¢A* || ACA«, GyhéaVshé Wds j@st 17 (Bos
ayt«yY £J].ICEYy J yBEAdY [£C ton 2020). However, it took

¢q-Nf ¢Bg2- ' ‘ee” A{¢ ape¢2pU N-a {¢qgMNN{gpfoo)of

6ayE«yY 10«0OrC gy d Or«AEC*r, |pE*P|L£*# [QYHOA«, -
|p se“"eeZZ YYE«YY+EO«OrC+ gy d+Or«AEC*r + |pp*p|EY, *#
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Ne{ pa ¢{Uqg)<?2 a.{¢a fN)2 {qfa Nqg -1) OpABNMY2N{PB <3 «~“*
mainstream narrative.

) tNB)¢Npg NooNB¢pg- ) po) Yp¢: {A -Igi&ipgca {A ap¢
b -bf)a-)" 0¢2N Npag ¢ pfa{ p2 p Ype¢ -NNGBpea: {A 1) ap¢
fpeB)2- ¢q")¢Be¢{cq" oNfN-p¢a {Y)ep-Nf{&{ W)y &)paopg.{ ¢V
NN:-f)¢ p--p c)" ap¢2pU N§gN-Ihc{eYHD)) Up2 ¢)p"a -{ BI-:
A{¢ INa I1{3. {iq-¢a al)g G)¢obga NqUPQ*NENPR*)Ng 7'~
Ng 1) ¢)2N2-pg ) pbg" U) a)p¢? fp-)¢ 1) pN*NABcBSIg "¢ ¢Ng
exile in London, he enlisted as a member of the “Iwo” BattalioneoAtmia
fep {Up #N{o) ¢oa$ -1) fpe¢B)2a. ¢)aNa.p)y2)bEpaNg -Ip- -N
‘1) 1{o) p¢toa Y¢Nop¢tNfa & ¢)fpaNgB Ny3yft-NBNg) ) AY«
over 300,000 casualties,
mostly civilians. Browne
survived the war and in
1) fp-) «7%+% )o pec)”
on playing music again.

As Dr. Zbigniew
eaNracN bg p¢ INUN2.
b- 1) ap¢apy |IN2
ing Museum describes,
Browne was a chars
matic individual who
assimilated very well
Ng 2{ N)-& #fpcCacN ‘ee"3
Recently, his story has
gained popularity. And
while he is not featured
among prominent Polish
heroes, his recognition . . N R -
. FOCAE* " Z gyCA* J|r|£0rC alEg# AYE er* J*E
with a plaque and pergy, @yr#0 £J|. [CEY J dyp*« *p|g|
trait at the museum has

made him part of national history. Browne’s story is a great inspiration and
resonates with the realities of many Black people in the country today.
Sq 1) U)a-)¢q Ype- {A £{fpg" Ng -I) "¢ 1a¢)A ape¢2pU p
— this time to a Cameroonian insurgent — also reminds us of Black Polish
IN2.{¢&d S- {oo)o{¢p-)2 d|i)A ®po ®pg"N pqg" ¢)p"?2
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BEO yr O.Oi*r |[B ,J* '* A gO |B £|g¥r&|gO«Jg#0
£pd yCJ.OrC B|£ ,J* £*y_ O|r |B £|gOSE|]&#18«
yr# y g|lUOrC By, J*E

®pg"N po) -{ £{fpg"” UN-I 1) F¢)g | ptoa "¢pPNgB a{c¢
German prisoner of war, he landed in one of the camps in Greater Poland,
Ac{o Ul)¢) 1) Upa Ac¢))" & -1) £{f)a Gep-)ALINA -1)o
1)fY Ng -1) BI- pBpNg?- -1) {oo{q )g)oa =2gMNpg2cf-
Up2a BNU)qg p £{fN3l ¢qNA{¢o pq" p2aNBaR) { {®)I{A 1)
the Germans. Since Sandi showed a willingness and had a skill that was not
very common at the time — namely, being able to drive a car — he joined the
insurgent ranks as a driver (Zaradniak 2018).

From then on, Sandi took an active part in the Greater Poland uprising
Ip-¢{c) {¢- Nag £{iqbr {q ') )o f)t¢ N-) ¢"& {Hhqespac N

per later described him as an exemplary soldier and patriot who was liked by

IN2 {ff)pB¢)2 al)g -1) Up¢ Up?a {U)¢ ®pghN H)up -1) ol
NUNfNpg fNA) -¢aNgB -{ q" IpYYNQ)2BfNal &agé¢fpU N
ing to ladies in high society and drove taxis, but neither job brought in the
expected earnings — perhaps a Black teacher and taxi driver might have been

too unusual at the time. In search of another source of income, Sandi started
{&NgB pg" pui-)¢ BpPNgNgB )q{cBI U)NBa)2-FNpd ¢ pff
Sq «7*" 1) ®-pgN)U&cN ¢{-1)¢e2 {;Bl- p¢N¢ pd"{q «¢"
)aYpg")" -1)N¢ ¢)Y)¢-{N¢) -{ Ng f¢") U¢)2{{NqgB BI-2
become popular. It is there where Sandi found a steady incosniheaaudi

)a ) ) po) o{¢) p--¢p )" -{ pa" ¢EN{c? p2{BIIN2 ¢p )
started to gather larger crowds over time.

-)¢ -1) £{fNal+ {fal)UNc Up¢a p- p -NoNp@BHg Nq-)

were unheard of, Sandi married his former language studeng, 18-year-

{f" h¢ Np a{igNpc N2 f)" -{ h¢ Np<? AfoNfa "{NHFNqgl)¢
not accept their daughter marrying a Black man, despite the fact that Sandi

Up2 pY-Ni)" 1p" p"{Y-)" -1) £{fNal qpo) d|I)Apr2 IN2 ¢
6f¢e)g- Ng £{fNal /qBfN2l pqg" F¢)g | N{UPG)e¢I)N)NC f{
U{ "p¢BI-)¢2 U)e) {¢q + ¢2- Gp ¢aNp pg"a?l)g A{¢

1 6®Yp ®Yr#0 9 'keeeMIYY gy d Yy«, |EC Cg| Vg+YyHEO yr+JO

Yyg+YBEO yr+JO« |£8 «Yp+«Yr#EO+e" " +ees”
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tyna. It was only when Sandi’s income increased that Lucia’s family eventu
pffa p )Y )" INo #t)a pée¢ ‘oo™ $
U-)¢ o{fUNgB -{ GgN)Uc{U{ pg" )g"NgB IN2 )oYf{ao)qg- U
®pg"N A{¢q” p "{ Nag {a) {A 1) ¢)2-pe¢pg-* N\ £{igpr Ng
Up? {0 Nbpffa )oYf{a)" pa p f{pc¢{{o pb--Ygpl-f) ¢- N- N2
that he also acted as a bouncer to ease any disputes between the'guests.
™" IN2 {f")¢ "p¢Bl-)C Gp ¢taaNp AYTEHENcFFE)NTf pg"
came to terms with her death. Depressed, he also began to have heakh prob
fyo2 pg" 1) "N)" ¢q)ayY) -)"fa {q YENf ‘"2.C)) N4NF) {¢- {
E{iqpbr ) b¢?) {A ")p-1 )¢) ¢pf I)o{cciFRycYP?{of{? fNc)
IN2 Ypa- {A U¢)2-fNgB pqg" {aNgB ¥{"p#p elE{IR3q"pq-* {.
U¢)a.f)ye fNU) Ng N-N)2 Ng £{fpqg" pqg" G)¢topga #t)a p¢s¢ °
d|i)A ®po ®pg"N<2 Agsq)epf -{{c Yfp ) {gNh&l) "'— N) |
G|¢ iaracN )o)-)¢ta AgqA{¢-¢sqp-)fa IN®)BNHO)Wpa f{2- {O
Ng YpNg-)¢ h){q £¢p¢iNrjcN &g \ogHE ehimebNngBgents
U)e) ")YN )" 1) INg)?) 8"iNanpU 1)g ')A¢ 1 -1) G)topgq
pag" 1) fp c £{f) ®po ®pg"N ) -1¢)) N2 )BJfg-* pec{c?)"
{A ¢p"N{ pg" Y4B "{¢¢qpfN2-2 rbnB{¢Cip¢ph £dpd ibfedNg" f)c?
who started looking for them one by one. Chen Defu was quickly and eas
ily found, because his Polish path had already been documenteue\do,
UN:I ®po ®pg"N N- Up2 o{¢) {oYfN p-)" ) pg2: f)p"2 U)¢
open letter on the internet written by Sandi's great-granddaughter saying
that she would be very happy to get information about him. A search of the
archives began and Sandi’s story slowly unfolded.
i-)¢ B)--NgB pYYe{Upf -1) “{c¢qpfR{ea P -Pip)¢)Acq cep
and managed to raise enough money with the support of the city council.

*q ®p-¢s¢"pa ') )o )¢ fee— b Yibpic) N INg{¢){A d]i)A ¢
fp c Ge)p-)¢ £{fpg" Ng2¢c¢B)q- Ubp? ¢(qQoNHEapNgl) G|¢ 14
£{igpr aN-1 -1) a;VYY{¢- {A FNfNY ®¢« ACBN)IH2®N N)-a {A

dpr ipc pg" £¢ia afacN pfa{ 1{¥) -{ Nga{ffap)Hf | p- £{0

°© 6d*gyira ig|YO*d #yr#tad« O #0Vy *dyH|Eygadr @y A @FTrZO |d]|
,UrZe g pycCyiar+, UrZe i*gyira+ ig|CQ*ad+4yp#&§+OC#Q¢|*yyf+
[g«d*+O+ |gd* ‘e yARK
» Y%J* NO |[gO, *CO*g«dO ®| O* Ar€E 0|k B NEY £ &A#gdy i« |B B|A0
Ag,A£yg * |r|pO Yr¥ ,«k OYF YQB*|£EC g £h+N“e JO |gO, + *CO"
* A+++0 «+ |[r* +yr#l+| a* OU* J pg
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Y{facN | ®-¢))- {g ) N-a Ipff p )V-2 Bep "480BR" gAN bcA
2018).

Organizing Blackness: Where Africans and Poles Meet

PAD have founded and been active in organizations in Poland for decades.

JN¢ pNo N2 -{ @) ¢¢) paaNa-pg ) Ng 2{ N)U)a{pMWep¢)p
cultural identity in the context of discrimination and marginalizatio

Ya Ap ) aNBgN pg- A{¢o2 {A ¢p Nao AaNpgdUY¢ - oN
more insidious examples such as hate crimes and institutional racisd. A
although racism and discrimination lie squarely within the context afera
and phenotypical categorization, especially in derogatorydsosuch as
those mentioned above and monkey chants prevalent in everifdayhe
social concept of race is hardly present in Poland. Recently, a famous priest,
Yap")¢ 2l ta"iac op") b Y¢ fN ¢)op¢c {qcimBNEfliya-)f) L
not to marry people from other cultures, especially Africans, because they
have to preserve the “white race,” referring to a biological categorization.

Living in Poland, it becomes obvious that Polish people have little contact

with Africans, considering that Africans constitute about 0.001 patoof

1) )g-N¢) Y{Ycfp-N{a )¢)A{¢) fN--f) Wh?lxa{ira b {¢
or about what constituted the stereotypes surrounding the continent and its
Y){Yf) N2 BpU) ¢N?2) -{ -1) )2-p fN2lo)qg- {Ac)}B&+2 -{ -k
including the Afryka Connect Foundation, established in 2012. Itgalnit
goals were to serve as a platform where Africans and Poles can tistedac
get to know each other and gain knowledge of Africa. It also strives o pro
vide the African community with engaging activities that can integrate them

Ng 2{ N)-& ) ¢f-¢epf ) {a{oN bg" )"v)dN{hht BaY2 )-
Africa are bridged, through seminars, workshops, consultancy, andcad
tional exchange programs. And although the foundation is based in the cap
ital, these activities are held across the country. In 2016, it planned to build

ba A¢N pg )g:)¢ Ng ap¢apU p?a p UN-pfIFYPpp)cA{¢ 1)
community in Poland, a space for participating in social activities sich a

Va6 lA#1Ad |#EYH#IY «0A JY i|p iYYO*£Yr@yl6 By6|d&s #HpD &6y '*
*p *£ oo AE%k YOV#|pl« O CYi*,§y g YOV#( ||« Oa#iad™ e Z
|#EY#iIY+«gA JY (|p+iyYO*E£YrOy+pygi*lr«, Y+pO*«iyra J+,| J,p
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pbi-)¢.2 I{{f Y¢{B¢cpo?a N{U)U)¢ N- ApNfpYy™e) -0p)fp c {A
are still no focal points for Black people to gather, other than a few African
restaurants and churches that act as meeting places.
Later, the foundation started prioritizing human rights issues on the
premise that integration is only viable when the environment is conducive.
) {¢BpgNip-N{qg 1p® ))q pb- -1) A{¢)AC{qfANGAPEU{ pb-NgB |
on social and human rights issues both in Poland and at the international
o)t ) { ) -NU) {A Acach {qq) - F{gB)pFN{dN&QB 2{ Npf
to a concentration on activities related to sustainable development and inte
gration. Empowerment and capacity building have been cornerstones of its
activities, especially those focused on racial discrimination and hateec
) o{?-)0A) -NU) Upa -{ opc) Y){Yf) o{¢) pNP®R)IAN2{ N{) {c
to involve them directly and to encourage them to work together.
At the time of writing, Poland is experiencing the highest rate of intoler
ance in the country’s history. Even though far-right groups exhibit the wors
A{¢o? {A Ip-¢)" 1) Y¢{ f)o N2 of{¢) ")) YfoMNgN} ¢cp) ¢¢¢)q
tion of the Law and Justice party is aggravating the situation. In early, 201
1) B{U)¢qgo)q- "N? pq")" pg {0 Npf {da -AX¢{dq b-NgB ¢
Nf BpNg?- {p Npf 'N2 ¢NoNgp-N{g bag'f &pg{V))aNp ) {¢
established in 2013 by the former prime minister and former president of
1) 1¢e{Y)pba {cqg Nf '{gpf" ¥%s2c N2 U{¢y pe0NMYHaaNBq)
on civil society and equal treatment, who holds the mandate toitorotine
U{¢c {A NUNf 3{ N)-& pg" tG+2 pqg" pfa{ fagp¥pe?) -1) B{(
‘N ¢fp¢ pe)p2 {A Ng-)¢)2- Ul)e) Acq"NgBNOIYEN)2) 1bqgq)
that organizations whose activities do not serve the interests of the current
administration are likely not to receive funding. Later in the year, the gov
ernment also disbanded the department of hate crime control in the minis
try of the interior, reducing its autonomy and sending a symbolic message to
already susceptible minorities that the government is not concerned about
(I)N¢ N22g)a N2 ")Ype¢-o)q- Up? opq"p )" -Y{dNaN-{¢ pg" 2
investigations of hate crime. Defunding the department implies that there
will no longer be supervision of the police or measures against hate crime.
Consequently, the objectives of Afryka Connect Foundation rapbei
mented against a backdrop of human rights, immigration, edumat and
international cooperation. Activities range from awarenesssirag to adve
b & NgN-Np-NU)2 ")pfNgB UN-I Y¢{ f)oa JAA{g N30 pqg" &)
dation is building a broad and inclusive movement against racism, hate
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crime, and discrimination and is advocating for inclusivity and divisr&y
facilitating an equitable share for PAD in education, employment, and eco
nomic activities in order to ensure their advancement.

Promoting educational exchange between African universities and their
Polish counterparts is also an important part of its work. For many years,
YeEN{¢ -{ ‘1) {¢- ¢)pc {A {UN".«" Nqg ‘<‘$¢pbqgphehH)ft ACN
ences were organized with the main objective of bringing together Africans
pba" £{f)® A¢{o "NoA)¢)q - ?) -{¢? -{ -pfc PYN-2YHOHN-N D
to network. Afryka Connect Foundation has also been actively engaged in
conducting nationwide roundtable meetings that address racism and hate

¢No)® Ng £{fpgq" ) {¢BpgNip-N{g N? )q-&'¢)fla ¢cq
activities are project based.

In the panoply of PAD organizations, patterns that are regionally; eth
nically, and nationally oriented and that relate to origin form the basis of
engagement with the local community as well as with other organizations.

«U)e -1) fpa. ") P") b o{")¢p:) g¢co )¢ {m® AENAIY"{¢BD
a ACN pqg? IpU) ))g )2-p fN2I)" ) op {¢B-aJN¢) p?)’

a few spread across the country. African diaspora organizations in &@olan

be¢) b-)B{ENiI)" pb?3)" {q -I)N¢ pNo? pg" { ")¢NYspfp? q

organizations; development organizations; student associatiamd @gro-

fessional organizations. Among the most well known are the Foundation fo
®{opfNp pg" Ac¢achp q{-1)¢ apa {1 A{caq{q"Neg ‘ee— ]
-¢CpNgNgB A{¢ UpcN{¢s2 £{fNal B¢{¢sY?2 NPpGa2fpgNgB) B{U

police. Its founder, Mamadou Diouf, believes that if members know more

b {¢- ACN pg? pg" -I)N¢ ¢f-o¢) N- opa¢iygpip)o) Nq-
UN T “eee$ «-1)¢ A{cq"p-N{g? Ng f¢") NDGpP N "¢ fN?

tural organizations such as Afryka Connect Foundation constitute tpe b

B)2: Be¢{cY UN-I p -{-pf {A o q¢eo )¢ YR pMeNdHqg "N
{agq) - -{ -I)N¢ gp-N{gpf N")g-N-& pqg" -1)§BE®)Y{i-)q 2
N pf fNg)2 N{U)U)¢ UINf) gb-N{qgpf fbd" p ctfi{E)¢Nf po) f

organizations, PAD do not necessarily rule out interaction with others in

their social lives.

Besides cultural organizations, there are also groups whote is to
¢q")¢-pc) ")U)f{Yo)g- NgN-Np-NU)?® Ng {AENT +)Nppe)
Apb - Nqg ap¢apu -1)¢) pe¢) {qgfa -U{ -Ip- ¢{E&"")p)fp¥aN )
0)q- {¢N)g-)" F{cq"p-N{g A{¢ ®{opfNp pg"Ujd)bb F{¢
the majority of African-based development organizations are run by white
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E{f)2 F{¢ )apoYf) 1) /p2-+a)2- AC¢N p / fof{oN "pF{cq"p-N{
/Ic{q{oN igp £{f2cp+ Actacp a2 I{"gNp$ N2 ¢, fp2a p UIN-)

))d b -NU) Ng -1) ¢)BN{q )gqBpBNqgB N -NMa fhgadp, -¢¢) "
pba" YapqgipgNp A¢N pqg #-¢")q- p*2{ MpINPa*N@B PgNg pg N
pe) {G-)a po fNp-)" UN-I {-1)¢ {oocqN-a Ne¢p-{\fg?rca. p2)"
Regrettably, there is no single umbrella African student associatiaincibuld
actively address students’ issues. It is also important to note that there are no

ACN pg. p2)" {¢BpgNip-N{q? )gBpB)" N WN-N)¥Ng £{fp
tance among PAD to take an active part in the political sphere, partly because
the majority do not have Polish citizenship, a prerequisite to voting rights

Although the PAD population is very small and there are few organiza

tions, the work of documenting Black contributions and histories contin

¢)® { ) Yeedi)" ) Ng ¢)pa)" UNAN NfNIENAg ) fp c £;
points to opportunities to address long-standing inequalities and to educate
both the white majority and the Black community itself. Yet, with Poland’s
open hostility toward Black people, the task of writing Black Polish history
remains challenging.
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